Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  Hbrary  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


bracg 


THE 


<lp0t[9ns 


OF 


Ophatn^ti'S  dfant^rtttJig  ®al^». 


0 


^OV^M  I 


(Corpus  Ckrisfi  Coll.,  Oxford.) 

FREDERICK  J.  FURNIVALL. 


LONDON:    o 

PUBLISHT  FOR  THE  CHAUCEH  SOCIETY  ,    I'-nM'.      /  0  { 
HY  N.  TRtJBNER  &  CO.,  57&  59,  LUDGATE  HILL. 

1868-1879.  —c/^^'tJ 


WVmn       DEC  8  1911 


i^rst  S^tries, 


OLAY  ANI>  TATI.OU,  THE  CHAVCIR  PHEKR,   RtlXnAT. 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  CORPUS  MS. 


Uroop 

A.  §  1.  Oeneral  Prologue^  

§  2.  Kniglit'i  Tale  (of  Palamon,  Axcite, 
and  fail  Emelje.  Pt.  II,  p.  40 ; 
R.  m,  p.  54;  Pt.  IV,  p.  71) 

§  3.       Kkioht-Milleb  Link 

§  4.  Miller's  Tale  (q{  Nicholas,  Absolon, 
&  the  Oxford  Carpenter's  Wife) 

§  5.      Millbb-Reeve  Link      

§  6.  Xeeve's  Tale  (of  the  Trumpington 
Miller  and  Cambridge  Clerks) 

§  7.      Eeeye-Cook  Link         

§  8.  Cook's  Tale  {unfinUM :  of  the  Lon- 
don Victualler's  Apprentice)  ... 
Appendix  to  Group  A :  The  spu- 
rious Tale  op  Gaheltn 


six-Text 
PbSM 

1 

Corpv 
Pages 

1 

26 
89 

26 
89 

92 
111 

92 

111 

113 
125 

113 
125 

127 

127 

129 

B.  §  1.  Man  of  Law's  Head-Link  ...  129 
§  2.  Man  of  Law's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of 

Constance  and  her  hoy.     Pt  II, 

p.  142  8-T,,  p.  168  Corpus;  Pt. 

Ill,  p.  157  S^T.,  p.  183  Corp.)  132 
§  8.      Man  -  op  -  Law  —  Shipman  Link 

{wrongly  as  Man-op-Law-Sqcibe 

JLINK )  «..  •••  ...  ...     lv>7 


155 


158 


193 


[Jbr  F,  §  1,  Sqxjibe'b  Head-Link 
(from  MS.  Aroh.  Seld.  6.  14),  gee 
Appendix  4,  p.  6*  below.] 

F.  §  2.  8qiiire'BTale(t£n/£nM^- of  the  Magic 

Horse,  &c,  and  the  Falcon)  ...  479  194 
[For  F,  §  3,  9ee  Squire-Franklin 
Link  (from  Laud  MS.  600),  in 
Appendix  5,  p.  7*  below.  Ibr  F, 
§  4,  Franklin's  Tale,  see  p.  351 
Corp,  below.] 

'  Has  not  the  Friar  lines  252  h,  c,  of  the  Hengwrt  MS. 


VI 


CONTENTS. 


Group 

D.  §  1.  Wife  of  Bath'B  Preamble  (of  her  5 

Husbands,  &c.) 
§  2.  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale  (of  what  Women 
.  most  desire)     ... 

§  8.      Wipb-Friab  Link         

§  4.  Friar's  Tale  (of  the  Sum'ner  being 

carrid  off  to  Hell) 

§  5.      Friab^uh'nbr  Link     

§  6.  Snm'ner's  Tale  (of  the  Friar  being 

trickt  by  the  sick  Husbandman, 

&  the  Lord's  Caryer) 


Six-Text 
Pages 


E.  §  1.      Clerk's  Head-Link       

§  2.  Clerk's  Tale  (of  Grisilde.    Pt.  II, 

p.  409  S-T,  p.  288  Corp. ;  R. 

Ill,  p.  417  S-T,  p.  296  Corp.  ; 

Pt.  IV,  p.422  S-T,  p.  301  Corp.; 

Pt.  V,  p.  428  S-T,  p.  307  Corp.  ; 

Pt.  VI,  p.  433  S-T,  p.  31 2  Co7p.  ; 

Chaucer's. EuT^oy,!  p.  440  S-T, 

p.  319  Corp.)  ... 
llhr  E,  §  8,  Clebk-Mebchant  Link, 

see  Appendix  3,  p.  5*  at  end.] 
§  4.  Merohant's  Tale^  (of  January  and 

May,  incomplete,  only  ^o  Z.  2318. 

For  lines  2319-2418,  from  MS. 

Arch.  Selden,  B.  14,  Bodleian 

Library,  see  Appendix  1,  p.  1*)  ^ 
llbr  S,  §  5,  Merchant's  End-Link, 

from  MS.  Aroh.  Selden,  B.  14,  tee 

Appendix  2,  p.  4*  below.] 


[For  F,  §  1,  tee  Appendix  4,  p.  7* ; 
for  F,  §  2,  p.  194  Corp.;  and  for 
F,  §  3,  Appendix  6,  p.  7*.] 

F.  §  4.  Franklin's  (Proem  and)  Tale^  (of 
Dorigen,  Arviragus,  and  Auri- 

XI  UOy  ••«  •■■  •••  ■•■ 


334 

359 
371 

372 
383 


385 


403 


405 


443 


Corpus 
Pages 


213 

238 
260 

251 
262 


264 


281 


284 


321 


500 


351 


*  6  stanzas  of  6  lines  each,  rj'ming  ahahcb,  each  with  the  same 
S  rymes,  -eneey  -ayle^  -ynde,  as  against  the  7-line  stanzas  of  the 
Tale,  rj'ming  abahhec^  with  varying  rymes. 

'  Like  the  Petworth  and  Lansdowne  MSS.,  the  Corpus  has  a 
spurious  I.  1778.  instead  of  the  genuine  E  1777,  p.  458  S-T.  p.  336 
Corp.,  and  a  spurious  1.  1816  (misplaced),  p.  459  8-T,  p.  837  Corp. 
Like  Pet  and  Lansd.,  it  leaves  out  1.  1927-8,  p.  462  8-T,  p.  340 
Corp.^  but  does  not,  like  Lansd.,  leave  out  K  2281-8,  p.  350,  Corp. 

'  Like  the  Petworth  and  Lanadowne  MSS.,  the  Corpus  leaves 


OONTBNTS. 


VU 


§  1.  Second  Hun's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of 

St.  Cecile)       ...         ...         ...    527 

§  2.       Second -Nun — Canon's -Yeoman 

Link    ...         ...         ...         ...    547 

§  3.  Canon's   Yeoman's   Preamble   (of 

Alchemy,  &c.)  ...         ...    552 

§  4.  Canon's  Yeoman's  Tale  (of  the  ras- 
cally Alchemist-Canon)  ...    560  |  410 


six-Text     Oorpu 
Paget 


377 

397 
402 


0.  §  1.  Doctor's  Tale  (of  Virginia)           ...  303 
§  2.      Dogtob-Pardoner  Link           ...  312 
§  3.  Pardoner's  Preamble  (of  his  Preach- 
ing and  Tricks)          ...         ...  314 

§  4.  Pardoner's    Tale    (of    the    Three 

Hioters)  ...         ...         ...  318 


425 
434 

436 

440 


[^Ibr  B,  §  1, 2, 3,  see  p.  156-193  Corpns,'] 

§  4c  Shipman's  Tale  (of  the  Monk  and 
the  Merchant's  Wife) 

§  5.      Shifman-Prioress  Link 

§  6.  Prioress's  Tale  (of  the  little  mur- 
derd  Boy) 

§  7.      Prioress-Thopas  Link 

§  8.  Cbancer's  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas  (un- 
Jinisht) 
(Fytte  n.,  p.  197  S-T,  p.  484  Corpvt.^ 

§  9.      Thopas-Melibb  Link 

§  10.  Cbancer's  Tale  of  Helibe  (prose) . . . 

§  11.      Melibe-Monk  Link     

§  12.  Monk's  Tale^  (of  Men  fallen  from 
high  estate) 

§  18.      Monk — Nun's-Priest  Likk 

§  14.  Vnn's  Priest's  Tale  (of  the  Cock 
and  Fox) 
[  Jbr  B,  §  16,  the  NuN*B  Priest's  End- 
Link,  966  p.  698.] 


283 


168 
181 

455 
468 

182 
190 

469 

477 

191 

478 

199 
201 
253 

486 
488 
540 

256 
281 

543 

568 

570 


out  F  1423-4,  and  1439-4,  and  has  a  spurious  line,  F  1436,  mia- 
plaoed,  p.  520  S-T,  p.  871  Oorp,  It  also  has  not  the  lines  F  1455-6, 
1493-S^  known  only  in  the  EUesmere  MS.,  p.  521,  622  S-T.  Like 
Pet  and  Lansd.  MS8.y  Gbrpus  has  q)uriou8  lines  for  F  1629,  F 1556, 
p.  523  S-T,  Like  Lansd.  it  leaves  out  lines  F  1567-8;  hut  does 
not,  like  Lansd.,  leave  out  F  1595-1602. 

'   The  4  'Modem  Instances'  are  in  their  right  place,  after 
Zenobia,  p.  268  8-T^  p.  555  CorpuM, 


VIU  CONTENTS. 

Six-Text 
Group  Paget 

H.  §  1.      Manciple's  Head-Link  ...    576 

§  2.  Manciple's  Tale  (of  the  Crow)     ...    580 


1.  Group  E,  §  4,  L  2319-2418,  end  of  the 

Merchants  Tale,  from  MS.  Arch, 
Selden,  B.  14,  BodL  Libr.     ... 

2.  Group  E,  §  5,  the  Merclumts  End-Link, 

from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14 

3.  Group  E,  §  3,  the  Clerk-Merchant-Link, 

from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14 

4.  Group  r,  §  1,  the  Squire*8  HeadrLviik, 

from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14 

5.  Group  F,  §  3,  the  Squire-FranklinrLinkf 

from  the  Laud  MS.  600,  Bodl.  Libr. 

6.  Woodcuts  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24 

Canterhury  Tales,  from  the  Ellea.  MS. 

7.  Woodcuts  of   6   Tellers  of  Canterhury 

Tales,  the  Cook,  Reeve,  Wife  of  Bath, 
Pardoner,  Monk,  and  Manciple, — and 
of  6  Allegorical  Figures  in  the  ParsorCs 
Tale — Wrath  and  Mercy,  Gluttony 
and  Abstinence,  Lechery  and  Chastity, 
from  MS.  Gg.  4.  27  in  the  Univ.  Libr. 
Cambridge      ...         ...         ...         ••• 


L  §  1.      Blank-Pabson  Link      589 

Con^6n^«  o/ ^  Parson's  Tale  ...  592 
.§^  2.  Parson's  Tale  (a  prose  treatise  on 
Penitence,  (^/ifer  ;.  290,j?.  621, 
thetext  is  from  MS,  Arch,  Selden, 
jB  14,  Bodl.  Libr,)  Pt.  II,  p. 
612-678  3-T,  p.  624-690  Corp. ; 
Pt.  ni,  p.  679-684  iSf-T,  p.  691-6 
Corp, ;  Leave-taking  (from  Sel- 
den MS.,  and  Hatton  MS.  1)»  p. 
684  S^T,  p.  696  Corp.)  ...    593 


Corpui 
Pages 

588 

592 


600 
603 


605 


Supplt  B.  §  15.  Nun's  Priest's  End-Link 
(from  the  Christ  Church  MS., 
Oxford)  301 


698 


l*-3* 

4* 
5* 

6* 

7* 


^^^6.1li.  2v 


^■^v/.  Jv?r^^:i 


/ 


\  -  / 


^mi  %tmt,  Y. 


JOHN  CHILD8  AND  BON,   PSINTBBB. 
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§  1  GENERAL  PROLOGUE. 
COBPirS  MS.  (Qzfbrd). 

UXJL  TlielintTSliiiei^aiidoaiergajM^anrairpliedftomMS. 
AidtL  Md.  B.  14,  Bodleian  LibniyO 


Here  1ng7iuiei&  the  prolog  of  thiB  book  the  which  is  namede  the  talii 
of  Canntarbnry  in  the  whiehe  pToU)gLthaiitoiir  openly  deelaxith  the 
of  alle  tiie  pilgremee  there  condicionm  and  there  airaj. 


fHan)  that  Appiilld  /  Trit^L  his  shooris  soote 
the  dioogHt  of  Marclie  /  hatH  persbid  to  the  roote 
and  bathed  eaery  yeyne  in  swic&  Hconie 
of  irhi(£  y^rtne  /  engendrid  is  the  floore  4 

whan  zepherns  ejce  /  wit£  his  swete  brethe 
inspirid  bath  /  in  caerj  holt  and  bethe 
the  tendie  cioppis  /  and  the  jonge  sonne 
batll  in  the  Ram  /  bis  balff  couis  I-ionne     •  S 

and  smale  fowlis  make  melodie 
that  slepen  al  ny^t  /  witb  open  eygbe 
so  priketSi  hem  nature  /  in  beie  coragis 
that  longen  folk  to  gon  /  on  pilgr^magi^  ,       .  12 

and  Palmeris  for  to  seke  strange  strondes 
to  serae  balowes  couthe  /  in  sondre  londes 
and  %pedaUy  /  ftom  euery  shins  ende 
of  Tngelond  to  Ganntorbeiy  thei  wende  16 

the  boly  blisfdlt  marter  /  for  to  seke 
that  bem  batb  bolpen  /  whan  thei  were  seke 
bifitt  that  on  that  sesofi  on  a  day 

in  Sot^work*  atie  Tabard  as  I  ky  20 

redy  to  wende  /  on  my  pilgrmage 
to  Cannterbnry  /  witibL  fdl  denout  coiage 
at  nig&t  was  come  /  in-to  that  bosterie 
wel  .zzix^  in  a  companye  24 

of  sondiy  folk  /  bi  anenture  I-falle 
in  feloebip«  /  and  pilgremes  were  thei  alle 
that  toward  Cannt^bnry  wolde  lyde 

1        CORPUS  1  [this  page,  Arch.  Seld.  B.  14.] 


2        GROUP  A.    §  L    OENBRAL  PROLOOUE.    CoipilB  MS. 

the  chambTes  and  stablis  weren  wyde  28 

and  wel  weren  eased  at  the  beete 
and  shortly  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste 
60  hadde  I  spokyn  /  with  hem  euerychon 
that  I  was  of  here  feloshipa  anoil  32 

and  made  forward  erlj  for  to  ryse       [Ardu  Seid.  b.  u,  leaf  i.  bukj 
to  take  oure  wey  /  there  as  I  yow  devise 
but  nertheles  while  I  haue  tyme  a$id  space 
or  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace  36 

me  thynketh  it  accordant*  to  reson 
to  telle  yow  al  the  condiciofi 
of  ech  of  hem  so  as  it  semed  me 

and  which  they  were  and  of  what  degre  40 

and  eke  in  what  array  that  thei  were  inne 
and  at  a  knyght  than  wott  I  first  bigynne 
A    knyght  ther  was  and  that  a  worth!  man      Y  A  knyght. 
•^  that  fro  the  tyme  /  that  he  first  bigan  44 

to  riden  owt  /  he  loued  chyoalrie 
trouth  and  honour  /  &edom  and  curtesie 
ful  wortiii  was  he  /  in  his  lordis  werro 
and  ther-to  had  he  riden  /  no  man  ferre  48 

as  wel  in  cristendom  /  as  in  hethenesse 
and  euere  honoured  /  for  his  worthynesse 
At  Alisandre  he  was  whan  it  was  wonne 
fdl  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne  62 

aboven  alle  nactons  in  Pruce 
in  Lectow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Huce 
no  cristenman  /  so  ofte  of  his  degre 
in  Gamade  at  the  sege  eke  hadde  he  be  56 

of  Algezire  and  riden  in  Belmarye 
at  Lyeis  was  he  and  at  Satalye 
whan  thei  were  wonne  and  in  the  grete  see 
at  many  a  noble  arme  hadde  he  be  60 

at  mortal  batailles  had  he  ben  ffiftene 
and  foughten  for  oui^  feith  at  Tramessene 
in  listes  thries  and  ay  slayn  his  foo 

CORPUS  2  [this  page.  Arch.  Seld.  B.  14.] 
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like  worthi  knygM  hadde  ben  also  64 

flomtyme  yn^  the  loid  of  Palatye 
ayeyne  anotlier  hethen  in  Turkye 
and  eoare-moie  lie  had  a  sonerajne  pry^ 
and  thou^  that  he  was  worthy  he  was  wys  68 

and  of  his  port  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde   [hs.  Anb.  Seid.  b.  14,  ir20 
lie  nensre  yit  no  yilonye  ne  saide 
in  al  his  liff  /  m  no  manure  wig&t 
lifi  was  a  Teny  perfit  gentifi  kniglit  72 

ffor  to  telle  30W  of^  his  aiiay  [TK«Oo>pai  vs.  begims  here\ 

His  I10Z8  weie  goode  bnt  he  was  nol^  gay 

Of  fustiofi  he  weied  a  gepotL 

Al  bismotezed  with  his  habnrgoft  76 

ffor  he  was  late  y-come  £rom  his  Tiage 

And  wente  for  to  don  lus  pilgrimage 

Wijp  him  ^  was  his  sone  a  ^ong*  squier 

A  lonyere  and  a  Insty  bacheler  80 

'Wijy  lockes  crolle  as  J^  were  leyd  in  presse 

Of  .XX.  ^eer  of*  age  he  was  I  gesse 

Of  his  statatare  (sie)  he  was  of  euene  leng])e 

And  wonderly  deliuere  and  gret*  of<  streng)>e  84 

And  he  hadde  be  somtyme  in  Chiuachie 

In  fflanndree  in  artoys  and  Pykardie 

and  bom  him  wel  as  of  so  litel  space 

In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace  88 

Embroyded  was  he  as  it  were  a  mede 

Alt  fdl  of*  freissche  flonres  white  and  reede 

Synging  he  was  or  floytynge  al  ])e  day 

He  was  als  fireissch  as  is  ]>e  iuon)»  of*  may  92 

Schorf  was  his  gowne  wi^  sleeues  longe  and  wydo 

Wel  coufe  he  sitte  on  an  hors  and  faire  ride 

He  covLpe  songes  make  and  wel  endite 

Insie  and  eek*  dannce  and  wel  purteray  and  write  96 

80  hote  he  loued  ]>af  by  nighter  tale 

He  sleep  nomore  ^an  do^  a  nightyngale 

Conrteys  he  was  lowly  and  seniisable 
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and  kaif  bifom  his  &der  atte  table  100 

A  jeman  badde  he  and  seroantes  namo 

At  )»at  time  for  him  liste  ride  so 

And  he  was  clad  in  coote  and  hood  of  greene 

A  Bcheef  of  pocok*  arwes  bright  and  keene  104 

Yndei  his  beltf  he  bar  ful  ^rifbily 

Wei  con^e  he  dresse  his  takel  jimanlj 

His  arwes  dronped  nooghf  wi])  fetheres  lowe 

And  in  his  bond  he  bar  a  mighty  bo  we  108 

A  not-hed  hadde  he  wi]»  a  broim  visage  [leaf  i^  bMk^ 

Of<  woode-crafii'  wel  con])e  he  al  ]>e  vsage 

ypon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer 

And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bocler  112 

And  on  ^af  o^r  side  a  gay  daggere 

Hamaysed  wel  and  scharp  as  point*  of*  spere 

A  O7iri8^ophre  on  his  bresf  of*  seluer  schene 

An  horn  he  bar  ^e  bawdrik' was  of*  grene  116 

A  foster  was  he  so]»ly  as  I  gesse 

Ther  was  also  a  Konne  a  Prioresse 

That*  of*  hir  smyling^  was  ful  symple  a[nd]  coy 

Hir  grettesf  op  was  but*  by  seint*  loy  120 

And  sche  was  cleped  ma  dame  Englentyne 

£fol  wel  sche  song*  ^e  seroise  diuine 

Entnned  in  hir  nose  fid  semely 

And  frenssch  sche  spak*  ful  feure  and  fetisly  124 

After  fe  scole  of*  stratford  atte  Bowe 

ffor  firenssh  of*  Farys  was  to  hire  vnknowe 

At*  mete  wel  I-taughf  was  sche  wi]»-all' 

Sche  leet*  no  morsell'  £K)m  hire  lippes  falle  128 

Ke  wete  hire  fyngres  in  hir  sauce  deepe 

Wel  cou^e  sche  carie  a  morsel  and  wel  keepe  / 

That*  no  drope  ne  fell:  ypon  hir  breste 

In  Gurtesye  was  sette  ful  moche  hire  leste  132 

Hir  ouer  lippe  wyped  sche  so  cleene 

That*  in  hir  cuppe  f&t  was  no  ferthing*  seene 

Of  grete  whan  sche  dronken  hadde  hir  draughte 
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ffal  semdly  after  hii  mete  sche  laoghte  1 36 

And  aikerly  aclie  was  o^  gref  dispoite 

And  fdl  plesanf  and  amyable  of  porte 

And  peyned  hire  to  connterfete  cheere 

Of  courts  and  to  ben  estatUch  of  manege  140 

And  to  ben  bolden  digne  of  leuerence 

Bnt^  for  to  speken  of  bir  conscience 

Sche  was  so  charitable  and  so  pytous 

Sche  wolde  veepe  if  ]ntf  sche  sawe  a  moos  144 

Kaixght^  in  a  trappe  if  it^  were  deed  or  bledde  Dm^  s] 

Of  smale  houndes  hadde  sche  ]»at*  sche  fedde 

^th  rested  fleissh  or  mylkf  or  wastel  brede 

Bat  sore  vepte  sche  if  oon  of  hem  were  dede  148 

Or  if  men  smot*  it  with  a  3erde  smerte/ 

And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte/ 

ffol  Bsmelich  hir  wympil  pynched  was 

Hir  nose  was  streigftti  hire  yghen  grey  as  glas  152 

Bit  month  fol  smal  and  ]>erto  softe  and  rede 

Bnt^  aikerly  sche  hadde  a  fSedr  forhede 

B^  was  ahnost  a  spanne  brood  I  trowe 

ffn  luiidely  sche  was  nonghf  Tndergrowe  156 

fibl  fetys  was  hir  cloke  as  I  was  war 

Of  smal  coral  abonte  hir  arm  sche  bar 

A  payre  of  bedes  ganded  al  with  greene 

And  ^-on  heng*  a  broche  of  gold  ful  scheene  160 

On  vbich  y&t  was  firsts  writen  with  a  crowned  A. 

And  after .  Amor  Tincit  omnia. 

Anofer  Nonne  with  hir  hadde  sche  / 

IW  was  hir  Chapelleyne  and  prestes  |)re  1 64 

A  Honk'  J>er  was  a  fair  for  ])e  maistrie 

And  oaf  Bidere  ^at  loned  yenerie 

A  manly  man  to  ben  an  abbof  able  / 

fid  many  a  deinte  hors  hadde  he  ia  stable  /      •  168 

Aiul  whan  he  rood  men  might*  his  brydel  heere 

Gjnglyiig*  in  a  whistlyng*  wynd  as  cleere 

ind  eek*  as  lowde  as  do]»  |>e  chapel  belle 
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Ther  as  ]»is  lord  was  keper  of>  fe  selle  172 

The  Heole  of  sent  Maine  or  of  seinf  Beneii^ 

Bj-cause  ])af  it  was  old  and  somdel  streit* 

This  ilke  mont  leei^  olde  ^inges  pace 

And  held  after  pQ  newe  world  ^e  space  176 

He  ^af*  nought*  of  pe  text*  a  polled  hen 

Thaf  seith  ^af  hunters  be  noughf  holy  men 

Ke  )»af  a  monk*  whan  he  is  recheles 

Is  likned  til  a  fya^  ])af  is  waterles  180 

This  is  to  seie  a  monk*  ouf  of  his  cloystre  [iMf  s,  Uck] 

Buf  ])ilke  texf  /  held  he  not*  worth  an  oystre  / 

And  I  seide  his  opiniofi  was  good 

What*  schulde  he  stadie  and  make  himseluen  wood      184 

Ypon  a  book*  alwey  in  doyste  to  poure 

Or  swynke  with  his  hondes  and  laboure 

As  austyn  hit  how  schal  ^e  world  he  serued 

Laf  austyn  haue  his  swynk*  to  him  reserued  188 

Ther-fore  he  was  a  pnkasour  anghf 

Grehoundes  he  hadde  swiff  as  foule  in  flight^ 

Of  prikynge  and  of  huntyng*  for  fe  hare 

Was  alle  his  luste  for  no  cosf  wolde  he  spare  192 

I  seigh  his  sleues  I-purfiled  af  ]»e  hond 

Wi^  giys  and  ^af  ^e  fynesf  of  a  lend 

And  for  to  festne  his  hood  vnder  ]»e  chynne 

He  hadde  of  gold  wrought  a  ful  curious  pynne/  196 

A  loue  knotte  in  ^e  gretter  ende  ]»er  was/ 

His  hed  was  balled  f&if  schon  as  eny  glas 

And  eek*  his  face  as  he  hadde  ben  anoynt^ 

He  was  a  lord  ful  feitf  and  in  good  poynt*  200 

His  eyghen  stepe  and  rollyng<  in  his  hede 

Thaf  stemed  as  a  fomeys  of  a  lede 

His  bootes  souple  his  hors  in  gref  estate 

Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelate  204 

He  nas  naf  pale  as  a  forpyned  goosf 

A  faf  swan  loued  he  best*  of  any  rost* 

His  palfray  was  as  broim  as  is  a  berie 
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Afiere^  was  a  wantofl  and  a  meiye  208 

A  Ijnutonr  a  M  solampiie  ir^ftTi 

^  i^fi^e  oidns  fonze  is  noR  ^at*  can 

&  modiil  of^  daliance  an^  £ur  langage 

HeJiaddeiiuulefiiliuany  a  manage  21S 

^jODge  vommen  at*  his  owne  cost^ 

nito  iiig  oidre  he  was  a  noble  poet* 
^  wd  biloued  and  famiftlier  was  he 
Wip  fiankelejns  oaex  al  in  his  contre  216 

And  Tfip  woT^i  wommen.  of^  fe  toon  Dmi  «] 

E)T  he  hadde  power  of^  eonfeasioim 
As  8^e  himBel^  more  )an  a  coiat^ 

ifor  of^  his  oidre  he  was  licenoiai^  220 

ffiil  swetl J  heide  he  oonf essiofi 
And  plesant^  was  his  absoliicioli 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  ^ine  penatcnce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  haue  a  good  pitaonoe  224 

for  Tnto  a  pouer  ordre  for  to  jiue 
Lb  aigne  ^t*  a  man  is  wel  I-schriae 
ior  if  he  3af  he  doiste  make  aoant 
He  wiste  )Mib  /  a  man  was  lepentant  228 

ffoT  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of*  his  herte 
He  may  nonghl^  wepe  al-]K>ngh  him  sore  smeite 
Huo^f ore  in  stede  of*  weepyng^  and  pieyeiea 
Men  mote  ^e  aihier  to  ^  poueie  freeies  252 

His  typet^  was  ay  faiBed  f ol  of  knyf e» 
And  pynnes  for  to  ^ine  fuze  wynes 
And  certeynly  he  hadde  a  mery  note  / 
Wd  con^  he  synge  and  playen  on  a  lote  236 

Of  ^eddynges  he  bar  witterly  ]ie  pris 
His  nekke  whit  /  was  as  ^  flonr-delys 
Ther-to  he  was  strongf  as  a  Champiottn 
He  knew  fe  tauemes  wel  in  enery  toon  240 

And  euerich  hostiUer  cmd  tapetere 
Bet^  yam  a  lazar  or  a  Beggere 
ffor  Tnto  soch  a  wor|»i  man  as  he 
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Acorded  nonghf  as  by  bis  faculte  244 

To  baue  witb  sncb  sek*  lazer  aqueintance 

It  is  noTxgbt*  bonesf  It*  may  iioiigbt>  auaunce 

ffor  to  delen  witb  sncb  poraile 

Baf  att  witb  Hicbe  and  sellere  of*  vitaille  248 

And  ouer  al  ^er  as  profyt  scbolde  aiise 

Curtays  be  was  and  lowly  of*  semise 

Tber  nas  no  man  nowber  so  yeituous 

He  was  ]»e  beste  begger  in  bis  bous  252 

[  •  •" 

.     .     .     .     :     ....     no  gap  in  the  M8,^ 

ffor  ]>ougb  a  widewe  badde  nougbf  a  scbo'  DMf «,  imA} 

So  plesanf  was  bis  In  pnncipio 

3ef  wolde  be  baue  a  fer^ing<  or  be  wente  ^ 

His  pnrcbas  was  wel  bettre  ]>an  bis  rente  256 

And  rage  be  coti]»e  rigbf  as  it  were  a  wbelpe  / 

In  louedayes  ]>er  con]»e  be  mocbe  belpe  / 

ffor  ])er  be  was  not*  Hcb  a  cloysterer  ^ 

Witb  a  tbred-bare  cope  as  a  pore  scoler  260 

But*  be  was  lik*  a  maister  or  a  pope 

Of  double  worstede  was  bis  semy-cope  / 

Tbaf  rounded  as  a  belle  on  tbe  presse  ^ 

Somwbaf^e  lipsed  for  bis  wantounesse  264 

To  make  bis  englisab  sweete  vpon  bis  tonge 

And  in  bis  barpyng*  wban  ^af  be  badde  songe  / 

His  ygben  twyncled  in  bis  beed  arigbt*  .^  ^ 

As  don  ]»e  stenes  in  ]>e  firosty  nigbf  268 

This  wor]»i  lymitotzr  was  cleped  buberd 

A  marcbanf  was  ])er  witb  a  forked  berd 

In  mottle  and  beigb  on  borse  be  satte  ^ 

Yp-on  bis  beued  a  fi^undrissb  beuer  batte  272 

His  bootes  elapsed  faire  and  fetysly 

His  resons  be  spak*  ful  solempnely 

Scbewyng*  alwey  fe  encres  of*  bis  wynnynge  -^ 

He  wolde  Jje  see  were  kept*  for  eny  f  inge  276 

By-twixe  Middelbuigb  and  Orewelle 
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Wei  oojipe  lie  in  eschaimge  sclieldes  seUe  / 

This  yroryy  man  f nl  wel  his  witie  bisette 

Ther  wiste  no  wig^t^  that*  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  statly  Tras  he  of  his  goaemance 

With  his  baigaynes  and  his  cheuissance 

ffor  Bope  he  was  a  wor^  man  with-att 

Bnt^  Bofij  to  sein  I  not*  how  men  him  calt  284 

A  Clerk*  yer  was  of^  Oxenfoid  also 

That*  Tnto  logyk*  hadde  long*  I-go 

As  lene  was  his  hois  as  is  a  rake  ^^  ^ 

And  he  nas  not*  light*  fjaf  I  Tndertake  288 

Bat  loked  holwe  imd  ^er-to  sobnrly  Jmttii 

ffnl  ^redhaie  was  his  oaereste  coxirtepy 

ffor  he  had  geten  him  no  benifice  ^ 

ITe  was  80  worldly  for  to  hane  office  292 

ffor  him  was  leaer  to  haue  at*  his  bed  hede 

Twenty  bookes  dad  in  blak*  and  rede 

Of  Anstotle  and  his  philosophie  r 

Than  robes  riche  or  fithel  or  gay  Sautrie  /  296 

Bnt^  al  by  ^t^  he  was  a  philosophre 

$.if  had  he  but*  a  litel  gold  in  cofre 

But*  al  ya^  he  mights  of  his  frendes  hente  /  ^ 

On  bokes  and  on  lemyng*  he  it  /  spente  300 

And  besily  gan  for  fe  soules  preye 

Of  hem  ^t*  jaf*  him  wher-with  to  scoleye 

Of  stadie  took*  he  most^  cure  and  most*  heede  / 

Kcnight*  o  word  spak*  he  moie  ^an  was  neede  304 

And  J»f  was  seyd  in  forme  and  ren^rence 

And  schort*  and  quyk*  and  f ol  of  heigh  sentence 

Sownyng*  in  moral  yertn  was  his  speche  ;^ 

And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teche  308 

A  Sei^geant*  of  J>e  lawe  war  and  wys 

That*  often  hadde  ben  at  ]ye  Parvys 

ThM  was  also  /  f ul  riche  of  excellence  ,, 

DJBcret*  he  was  and  of  gret*  reodrence  312 

He  semed  swich  his  wordes  were  so  wise 
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lustice  he  was  M  often  in  assise 

By  patent*  and  by  plein  eommissioii 

ffor  liis  science  and  for  his  heigb  lenoun  316 

Of  fees  and  robes  had  he  many  oon 

Bo  giet*  a  pnrchaceour  was  nowhei  non 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effecte 

His  puichasynge  might*  nof  ben  infecte  320 

Ko  wher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  per  nas 

And  ^it*  he  semed  bisiere  ])an  he  was 

In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  doomes  alle 

Thaf  from  fe  tyme  of  king*  William  were  fiedle  324 

Ther-to  he  cou])e  endite  and  make  a  ]yint  aMfs^teok] 

Ther  con]»e  no  wighf  pynche  at*  his  wiitynk* 

And  euery  statut*  cou]>e  he  plein  by  Bote 

He  rood  but*  homly  in  a  medly  coote  328 

Gert*  with  a  seint*  of  silk* .  wi]>  barres  smale  / 

Of*  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale 

A  £&ankele3m  was  in  his  compaignie 

Whit*  was  his  herd  as  is  the  dayessye  332 

Of*  his  complexion  he  was  sanguyne 

Wei  loued  he  by  Jje  morwe  a  sop  in  wyne 

To  lyuen  in  delif  euer  was  his  wone  / 

£for  he  was  Opioumes  owne  sone  336 

That*  held  opiniofi  ]>af  plein  delite 

Was  verrey  felicite  parfite 

An  honshalder  and  ^at<  a  gret*  was  he 

Seinf  lulian  he  was  in  his  contre  340 

His  breed  his  ale  was  alweys  after  oon 

A  better  envyned  man  was  neuer  noon 

Wi]>oate  bake  mete  was  neuer  his  hons 

Of*  fis^  and  fleissh  and  ]>at*  so  plenteuous  344 

If  snewed  in  his  hous  of*  mete  and  drint 

Of*  alle  deyntes  ^af  men  coude  ]>ink* 

After  ]>e  sondiy  sesons  of*  fe  ^ere 

So  changed  he  his  mete  and  his  sopeere  348 

fful  many  a  fat*  partrich  hadde  he  in  Mewe 
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And  maay  a  T»rem  and  many  a  luce  in  etuwe 

Wo  was  his  cooke  bat'  his  sauco  were 

Pojnant^  and  scharp  and  redy  all:  his  gere  352 

His  table  dozmant^.  in  his  halle  alway 

8tod  ledy  conered  a&  the  longe  ^day 

At^  Sessions  yer  was  he  lord  and  sire 

ffbl  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight*  of^  ^e  achire  356 

An  anelas  and  a  gisper  al  of*  silke 

Heng*  at^  his  giidel  whit*  as  mome  mylke 

A  schezref'  had  he  hen  and  a  comptour 

Was  nowhei  such  a  woij^i  vauasour  360 

An  habnidaissher  and  a  Carpenter  Deaf «] 

A  Webbe  a  Dyer  and  a  Tapecer 

And  ^  were  do]^  alle  in  oo  linere 

Of^  a  solempne  and  a  gret  fEratemite  364 

%al  &eis8eh  and  newe  here  gere  a-piked  was 

Here  knyfee  nere  chaped  noaghf  wip  bras 

But*  aft  wif  ailuer  wrought^  fal  clene  and  wel 

Here  gerdles  and  here  pouches  eueridel  368 

Wel  seined  ech  of^  hem  a  lair  burgeys 

To  sitten  in  a  yeldehalle  on  a  deys 

Eaerich  for  ye  wisdom  ^t*  he  can 

Was  schaply  for  to  ben  an  Alderman  372 

ffoT  Catett  hadde  p^  ynongh  and  rente 

And  eek*  here  wyues  wolde  it  wel  assents 

And  elles  certein  pei  were  to  blame 

If  is  fal  fair  to  be  cleped  ma  dame  376 

And  gon  to  yigilies  al  bifoie 

And  hane  a  mantel  rialliche  /  bore 

A  Cook*  ]>ei  hadde  wi])  hem  for  ^e  nones 

To  boyle  fe  chikenes  with  ^e  maiyebones  380 

And  pondre  marchanf  tarf  and  gallyngale 

Wel  kowde  he  know  a  draught*  of  londofl  ale  / 

He  con^  rost*  and  eefe  and  broile  and  frie 

Kaken  mortrenx  and  wel  bake  a  pye  ^  384 

But^  gret*  harm  was  if  as  it  J^onghte  me 
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That*  on  his  schyne  a  mormal  hadde  he 

ffor  blank-manger  f&t  made  he  ynp  fe  beste  / 

A  schipman  was  ]>er  wonyng<  fer  by  weste  388 

ffor  onghf  I  wof  he  was  of  Dertemouthe 

He  rood  vpon  a  louncy  as  he  coa]»e 

In  a  gowne  of>  faldyng*  to  pe  knee  / 

A  dagger  hangyng*  in  a  lace  hadde  he  /  392 

Aboute  his  nekke  ynder  his  arm  a-doun 

The  hoote  somer  had  mad  his  hiew  al  broun 

And  certeinly  he  was  a  good  felawe 

fiul  many  a  draught*  of>  wyn  he  hadde  drawe  396 

m 

£Grom  Bordeaux  warde  whil  ]>e  chapmen  sleepe       Deaf  e,  backi 

Of  nyce  conscience  took*  he  no  keepe 

If*  ])ati  he  faught*  and  had  ]ye  heigher  honde 

By  water  he  sent*  hem  hom  to  eueiy  londe  400 

Buf  of  his  craff  to  nken  wel  his  tydes 

His  stremes  and  his  daunger  him  besydes 

His  herberwe  and  his  moone  and  his  ledmannage 

Ther  was  non  such  &om  hiille  to  kartage  404 

Hardy  he  was  and  wys  to  yndurtake 

With  many  a  tempest*  had  his  herd  be  schake 

He  knew  alle  J^e  hauenes  as  they  were 

firo  Gotlond  to  ^e  Cape  de  fynystere  408 

And  euery  Cryke  in  Bretaigne  and  in  Spaigne 

His  barge  y-cleped  was  ]>e  Mawdeleyne 

With  vs  fer  was  a  Doctour  of  Phisike 

In  al  f  is  world  ne  was  pei  non  him  like  412 

To  speke  of  Phisib  and  of  Sorgerie 

ffor  he  was  grounded  in  astronomie 

He  kepf  his  pacienf  a  ful  gref  del 

In  hoores  by  his  m&gique  natorel  416 

Wel  cou])e  he  fortune  the  ascendents 

Of  his  ymages  for  his  pacient 

He  knewe  ])e  cause  of  euery  maladie  / 

"TOere  it*  of  hoot*  of  cold  or  moist*  or  drie  /  420 

And  wher  engendred  and  of  what*  humour 
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flfi  was  a  yeiTSj  porfif  piactLsoui 

^e  eanse  I-knowe  and  of  his  haxm  fe  rote  / 

Anon  he^fe  sike  man  his  bote  424 

^  ^7  iiad  lie  his  appotecaiies 

-M)  aende  hem  drngges  and  his  letuaries 
-ffir  eel  of  hem  made  o^  for  to  wynne 
Hete  fiendschip  nas  nat  /  newe  for  to  gynne  /  428 

Wei  knew  he  fe  olde  Escalapius 
And  discoiides  and  eke  Bosus 
Olde  jpociBs  halj  and  Galien 

Seiapion  Eazie  and  anyzen  432 

Aneiois  damasden  and  Constantine  D^t] 

Bemaid  and  Gatisdene  and  Gilbertine 
Of  Mb  diete  mesuiahle  was  he 

Hor  it'  was  of  no  sup^rfluite  436 

Baf  of  giet  noiisshing*  and  digestible 
Wa  atodie  was  bnt  litel  on  the  bible 
In  aangweyn  and  in  peis  he  dad  was  al 
Lyned  inp  Taffiita  and  with  Sendal  440 

And  yet*  he  was  but*  esy  of  dispense 
He  kepte  ^t*  he  wan  in  Pestilence 
Son  gold  in  phisiqua  is  accordial 

Ther-foie  he  looed  gold  in  special  444 

A  good  wif  pet  was  of  by-syde  bathe 
BaP  ache  was  somdel  def  and  )>at*  was  skaj^e 
OP  dop-nukkyng*  sche  hadde  such  an  haunte 
Sche  passed  hem  of  ypres  and  of  Gaunte  448 

In  al  ^  paiiflsche  wif  ne  was  ^er  noon 
ptiif  to  fe  offiyng*  tofom  hire  schulde  gon 
And  if  per  dede  certein  wro])  was  sche 
That*  sche  was  oute  of  alle  charite  /  452 

Hire  couerchiefis  ful  f yne  were  of  groundo 
I  doiste  swere  fei  weyedeu  ten  pounde  / 
Thai'  on  a  soneday  weren  ypon  hir  hede 
Hire  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet*  reede  456 

ffiil  sttejt^  yteyed  and  sohooe  ful  moyste  and  newe 
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Bolde  was  hjr  face  and  fsiii  and  leed  o^  heire 

Sdie  was  a  worj^i  womman  al  hir  lyne 

Honsbondes  atte  chiiche  dore  sclie  hadde  fyne  460 

Wi])outen  o])er  companye  in  jou]>e 

But*  ]>erof<  neede])  noughf  to  speke  as  nou^e 

And  Juries  hadde  sche  ben  at  lentaalem 

Sclie  hadde  passed  many  a  strange  strem  464 

Af  Eome  sche  hadde  ben  and  af  Boloigne 

In  Galice  at*  saint*  lame  and  af  Coloigne 

Sche  con^e  moche  of  wandring<  by  ^  weye 

Craf  tojyed  was  sche  sojily  for  to  seye  468 

Ypon  an  ambler  eeely  sche  satte  Omt 7.  bMki 

I-wympled  wel  and  on  hir  heed  an  hatte 

As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe 

A  fote-mantefl:  abouten  hir  hipes  large  /  473 

And  on  hire  feef  a  paire  of  spores  scharpe 

In  felaschipe  wel  cou]>e  sche  laughe  and  caix)e 

Of*  remedies  of*  loue  sche  knew  par  chaunce  / 

ffor  sche  covLpe  of*  })at*  art*  pe  colde  daunce  476 

A  good  man  was  fer  of  religioun 

And  was  a  ponre  persofi  of*  a  toun 

But*  riche  he  was  of  holy  ])Ought  and  werki 

He  was  also  a  lemed  man  and  a  clerk*  480 

That*  cristes  gospell  trewly  wolde  preche 

His  parisshiens  deuoutly  wolde  he  teche 

Benigne  he  was  and  wonder  diligent 

And  in  aduersite  ful  pacient*  484 

and  swich  he  was  preued  ofte  sipes 

fiiil  lo)y  were  him  to  cnrsen  for  his  typea/ 

Baf  ra])er  wolde  he  yeuen  out*  of  doute 

Ynto  his  ponre  parisshens  abonte  488 

Of  his  o£&yng*  and  of  his  substance 

He  cou]>e  in  litel  ]>ing*  haue  STifiQsance 

Wyd  was  his  parisshe  and  houses  fer  a-sondrc 

But*  he  ne  lefte  nought*  for  rayn  ne  ])ondre  492 

In  seknesse  nor  in  meschief  to  visite 
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'HiB  fezieste  in  his  pazumhe  moclie  and  liie 

Vpon  lua  feef  and  in  his  hond  a  staf* 
TiuB  noble  ensample  to  his  scheep  he  yaf  496 

Ihat'feisf  he  wronghf  and  aftirward  he  ianghte 
Ouf  of*  pe  gospel  he  ]>o  wordes  canghte 
And  ^is  fngore  he  addede  eek  /  ^r-to 
Iliaf  if  gold  rnste  whaf  schal  Iren  do  500 

for  if  a  presto  be  foul  on  whom  we  troste 
Ifo  wonder  is  a  lewed  man  to  Bnste 
And  schame  it  is  if  a  presf  take  kepe 
A  schiten  sehepperde  and  a  clene  schepe  504 

Wei  oughts  a  piest'  ensample  for  to  ^yne  Uati^i 

By  his  dennes  how  Jratt^  his  scheep  schulde  lyue 
He  aette  nou^f  his  benefice  to  hire 
And  leet^  his  scheep  acombred  in  fe  myre  508 

And  ran  to  londofl  ynto  Seinte  Ponies 
To  seeks  him  a  Chaunterie  for  soules 
Or  with  a  bre]»rede  for  to  be  with-holde  / 
Bat*  duelte  ai^  hom  and  kepte  wel  his  folde  512 

8o  (at^  ]>e  wolf  ne  made  it*  not*  miscarie 
He  was  a  schepx>^e  and  not*  a  mercenarie 
And  ]K>ngh  he  holy  were  and  vertuons 
He  was  nonghf  to  synfol  men  dispitous  516 

Ne  of  his  speche  daungerons  ne  digne 
But^  in  his  teching*  discref  and  benigne 
To  drawe  folk*  to  henen  by  faimesse 
By  good  ensample  ]ns  was  his  bisynesse  /  520 

Bnt^  i1^  were  ony  persone  obstinate 
What^  so  he  were  of  heigh  or  low  estat 
Hun  wolde  he  snebbe  scharply  for  ^e  nones 
A  bettre  presf  I  trowe  paf  nowher  non  es  524 

He  waited  after  no  pompe  and  renerence 
Ne  maked  him  a  spiced  conscience 
Bat  cristes  lore  and  his  apostles  twelne 
He  tanghf  but*  fersi^  he  folwed  in  himselne  /  528 

With  him  pet  was  a  plowman  was  his  brojier 
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Thaf  badde  I-ladde  of*  dong*  ful  many  a  foj^er 

A  trewe  swynker  and  a  good  was  he 

Lyuyng*  in  pees  and  parfil^  charite  532 

God  loued  he  besf  wi]»  alle  his  herte 

Af  alle  tymes  ]>ongh  him  gamed  or  smerte 

And  ^an  his  ^eighebore  righf  as  him  selue 

He  wolde  ]iressche  and  ]>eito  dike  and  delue  536 

fifor  ciistes  sake  for  eueiy  pouere  wighf 

Wi])outen  hire  if  if  lay  in  his  mighf 

His  apea  payed  he  ful  fair  and  well' 

Bo^e  of*  his  propre  swynk*  and  his  catett  540 

In  a  Tabbard  he  rood  vpon  a  mere  Deafs^iMdc] 

Ther  was  also  a  Reeue  and  a  Mellere  / 

A  Sompnour  and  a  Pardoner  also 

A  Maonciple  and  my  self*  pet  nare  no  mo  /  544 

The  meller  was  a  stonf  carl  for  pQ  nones 

fful  big*  he  was  of  brawn  and  eek*  of*  bones 

Thaf  proued  wel  for  oner  al  fax  he  cam 

Atte  wrastlyng*  he  wold  haue  awey  J>e  ram  548 

He  was  schorf  schuldred  a  ^ikke  knarre 

The  was  no  dore  ]»af  he  nolde  heue  of  harre 

Or  breke  it  af  a  rennyng*  with  his  heede 

His  herd  as  eny  sowe  or  eny  fox  was  reede  552 

And  )>erto  brod  as  ]»ongh  if  were  a  spade  / 

Ypon  ]»e  cop  righf  of  his  nose  he  hade 

A  werf  and  )»er-on  stood  a  toff  of  heeres 

Eeed  as  the  berstles  of  a  sowes  Eres  /  556 

Hise  nose-)>rilles  blake  weren  and  wide 

A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  syde 

His  moujy  as  gref  was  as  a  gref  foumeys 

He  was  a  Tangier  and  a  goliardeys  660 

And  )yaf  was  mosf  of  synne  and  harlotries 

Wel  cou)>e  he  stele  com  and  tolle  Juries 

And  }if  he  hadde  a  ])ombe  of  gold  parde 

A  whif  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he  564 

A  Baggepipe  wel  coxipQ  he  blowe  and  soni: 
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And  ]>er-inih-al  he  brought^  vs  out*  of  toun 

A  gentil  maunciple  was  ]>er  of  a  temple  / 

Of  which  achatonis  mighte  take  exsemple  /  568 

ffor  to  hen  wyse  in  byeng*  of  vitaile 

ffor  whe]>er  ^f  he  paied  or  took*  by  taile 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achate 

That*  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  estate  /  672 

Now  is  not*  ^1^  of  god  a  ful  fair  grace 

That^  Boch  a  lewed  mannes  witf  schal  pace 

The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lemede  men 

Of  maistres  hadde  mo  ]mn  ^es  ten  576 

That^  were  of  lawe  expert*  and  cinious  [lufvi 

Of  which  yest  was  a  dosein  in  that*  hous 

Wor^  to  hen  Stywardes  of  Bente  and  londe 

Of  any  lord  ^t*  is  in  Ingelonde  580 

To  make  him  lyue  by  his  propre  good 

In  honour  detteles  but*  if  )yaf  he  were  wood 

Or  lyne  as  skarsly  as  him  list*  desire 

And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  schire  584 

In  any  cas  )»it^  mighte  falle  or  happe 

And  ^t^  ^is  manciple  sette  here  elpQt  cappt 

The  Beeae  was  a  sclendar  colerik*  man 

His  herd  was  schane  as  nygh  as  euer  he  can  588 

HiB  her  was  by  his  eeres  fill  round  y-schom 

His  toppe  was  dokked  lik*  a  prest*  bifom 

fibl  longe  were  his  legges  and  fill  lene 

I-lik*  a  staf  y&t  was  no  calf  y-sene  592 

Wei  oonjie  he  kepe  a  gamer  or  a  bynne 

Ther  was  non  auditour  cou^  on  him  wynno 

Wei  wist^  he  by  ^  drought*  and  by  fe  reyne 

The  yeldyng*  of  his  seed  and  of  his  greyne  596 

His  lordes  scheep  his  neet*  his  dayerie 

His  swyn  his  hors  his  stoor  and  his  pulletrie 

Was  holly  in  ^ia  Heeues  gouemynge  / 

And  by  his  couenant  ^af  fe  rikenynge  600 

8yn  |paf  his  lord  was  twenty  ^eer  of  age 
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Ther  couJ>e  no  man  "biynge  him  in  arrerage 

Ther  nas  baillif  ne  herde  nor  oJ>er  hyne 

Thaf  he  ne  knew  hiB  sleighf  and  his  covyne  604 

They  were  adrad  of  him  as  of*  Je  def 

His  wonyng*  was  fdl  fair  ypon  an  he]> 

m 

Wi})  greene  trees  schadewed  was  his  place 

He  couj^e  bettre  ^an  his  lord  purchace  60S 

fful  Eiche  he  was  astored  priuely 

His  lord  he  coufe  plese  wel  snbtily 

To  yiue  and  lene  him  of  his  oughne  good 

And  hone  a  ^aoik'  and  yet*  a  cote  and  hood  612 

In  )ou])e  he  hadde  lemed  a  good  mester  Hears, back] 

He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte  a  Carpenter 

This  reeue  satte  ypon  a  fol  good  stof 

Thaf  was  al  pomely  grey  and  highte  scot*  61 G 

A  long"  Snrcote  of»  pers  vpon  he  hadde 

And  by  his  syde  he  bar  a  rusty  bladde 

Of*  Northfolk*  was  pia  Koue  of  which  I  telle 

Bysyden  a  tonn  men  clepen  if  Baldeswelld  620 

Takked  he  was  as  is  a  frere  aboute 

And  euor  he  rood  fe  hyndreef  of  oure  route 

A  Somynoiir  was  ))er  with  vs  in  ^af  place 

That*  hadde  a  fyri  chembynnes  face  624 

fifor  Sauseflem  he  was  with  eyghen  narwe  / 

Als  hoot*  he  was  and  leccherous  as  a  i^arwe 

Wi])  scalled  browes  blak*  and  piled  berde  / 

Of*  his  visage  children  weren  afferde  628 

Ther  nas  qnyk*  siluer  litarge  or  bremston 

Boras  orsure  ne  oyle  of*  Tarte  noon 

Ne  oynemenf  ]»af  wolde  dense  and  byte 

To  him  might*  helpe  of*  his  whelkes  white  632 

Nor  of  fQ  knobbes  sittyng*  in  his  cheekes 

Wel  loued  he  garlik^  oynons  and  eek*  leekes 

And  for  to  drinke  strong*  wyn  reed  as  blood 

Than  wolde  he  speke  and  crye  as  he  were  wood  C36 

And  whan  Jat*  he  wel  dronken  hadde  fe  wyn 
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Than  wold  he  speke  no  word  but;'  latyne 

A  fewe  texmes  hadde  he  tuo  or  ]>re 

Thaf  he  had  lemed  oaf  of  som  decie  640 

No  wonder  is  he  herd  iifal^  day 

And  eek^  ^e  knowen  il^  wel  how  }»f  a  lay 

Can  depe  watte  as  wel  as  can  J^e  pope 

Bat^  who  so  con^  in  oyer  ]nng*  him  grope  644 

Than  hadde  he  spent*  al  his  phUosophie 

Ay  qnestio  qnid  Inns  wolde  he  ciye 

He  was  a  gentO.  harlot*  and  a  kynde 

A  hettre  felaw  schtdde  men  not*  fjmde  648 

He  wolde  snf&e  for  a  qnarf  of  wyn  (lear  vf] 

A  good  felawe  to  hane  his  concnbyn 

A  twelf^  moneth  and  ezcnse  him  atte  fnlle  / 

fibl  priaely  eek*  a  fynch  coa]>e  he  ptdle  /  652 

And  if*  he  fond  owher  a  good  felawe 

He  wolde  techen  him  to  han  non  awe 

In  each  caas  of  ye  Erchedeknes  cnrs 

Bnt*  if  mannes  sonle  were  in  his  pars  656 

ffor  in  his  pnis  he  scholde  pnnyssched  be 

FoKB  IB  ye  Erchedeknes  belle  seido  he 

Bat*  wel  I  wot*  he  lyhede  right*  in  dede 

0^  cnisyng*  onght*  eche  gilty  man  him  drede  660 

ffor  GUIS  wil  sle  right  as  assoylyng*  sauith 

And  also  war  him  of  a  Significanith 

In  daunger  hadde  he  af  his  owne  gyse 

The  yonge  gerles  of  ^e  diocise  664 

And  knew  here  connseil  and  what*  was  al  here  rede 

A  garland  hadde  he  sette  vpon  his  heede 

^  greif  as  it*  were  for  an  ale  stake 

A  bokeler  hadde  he  made  him  of  a  cake  /  668 

With  him  yer  rood  a  gentitt  pardoner 

Of  Bonncyaatt  his  frend  and  his  comper 

Thai*  streight^  was  comen  fro  J^e  court*  of  Borne 

ifoi  lowe  he  song*  come  hider  lone  tome  672 

"^  Somnour  bar  to  him  a  stif  burdof^n 
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Was  neuer  trompe  of  half*  so  gret*  a  soiin 

This  pardoner  liadde  her  as  jelow  as  wax 

But*  smothe  it  heng*  as  doth  a  strik'  of  flax.  67G 

By  ounces  heng*  his  lokkes  J^af  he  hadde  / 

And  fer  with  he  his  schuldres  ouer  spradde 

Buf  ])inne  it*  lay  by  culpofis  on  and  oon 

But*  hood  for  lolite  werede  he  noon  680 

ffor  if  was  trussed  vp  in  his  walef 

Him  ])oughte  he  rood  al  ot  the  newe  get* 

Discheuele  saf  his  cappe  he  rood  al  hare 

Swich  glaiyng*  yghen  hadde  he  as  an  hare  684 

A  yemicle  hadde  he  sewid  on  his  cappe  [iMf  io,i»d(} 

His  walof  [Lay]  bifom  him  in  his  lappe  / 

Bref  ful  of  pardofl  comen  fro  Borne  al  hoot 

A  Yoys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  a  goof  688 

Ko  herd  ne  hadde  he  ne  neuer  schulde  haue 

As  smothe  it  was  as  if  ware  late  schaue 

I  trowe  he  were  a  geldyng*  or  a  mare 

Buf  of*  his  craff  fro  Berwik<  in  to  ware  692 

Ke  was  ^ev  such  ano]>er  pardoner 

ffor  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilewber 

Which  ]>af  he  sayde  was  oure  lady  veyle 

He  seide  he  hadde  a  gobef  of  )ye  seyle  696 

Thaf  seinf  petir  hadde  whan  )yaf  he  wente 

Ypon  the  see  til  ihe«u  crisf  him  hente 

He  hadde  a  Croys  of>  latoii  ful  of*  stones 

And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  boones  700 

Buf  with  pQ6Q  reliqes  whan  )>af  he  fonde 

A  poure  pcrsofl  dwellyng*  vpon  londe  / 

Ypon  a  day  he  gaf  him  more  moneye 

Than  ]»f  pe  persofi  gaf  in  mon|)es  tweye  704 

And  ])us  with  feyned  flatering*  and  lapes 

He  made  ye  persofi  and  fe  poeple  his  apes 

Buf  trewely  to  tellen  atte  ^e  laste 

He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclesiaste  708 

Wei  cou]>e  he  rede  a  lessonn  or  a  story 
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Bat*  aljrer  best*  he  song*  an  offertory 
ffor  wel  he  wiste  whan  ^t*  song<  was  songe 
He  moste  preche  and  wel  affile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  seiner  as  he  [right]  wel  cowde 
Ther  fore  he  song*  so  meriely  and  lowde  / 
If ow  haofi  I  told  30W  so^ly  in  a  clause 
The  estat* .  the  array  fe  nombre  and  eeke  ye  cause         716 
Whi  ^t^  assembled  was  J>is  companie 
In  Snthwerk^  at*  yHs  gentil  hostelrie  / 
That*  highte  fe  Tabbaid  faste  by  fe  belle 
Bnt^  now  is  lyme  to  yow  for  to  telle  /  T20 

How  ysLi^  we  beeren  yb  J^at*  ilke  night*  CUaf  u] 

Whan  we  were  in  ^f  Osterie  alight* 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of*  onre  -viage 
And  afi  the  remenant  of*  our  pilgrimage  724 

But  ferst^  I  pray  30W  of*  yonr  cnrtesie 
The  je  ne  rette  it  nought*  my  yilenye 
Though  fai  I  pleinly  speke  in  J^is  matere 
To  telle  jow  here  wordes  and  here  cheere  72B 

Ne  ^ugh  I  speke  here  wordes  propurly 
ffbr  )pis  30  knowen  as  wel  as  I 
Who  so  schal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man 
He  mot^  reherse  as  neyh  as  euer  he  can  733 

Euerich  a  word  if*  it*  be  in  his  charge 
Al  speke  he  neuer  so  rudely  and  large 
Or  elles  he  mool^  telle  his  tale  yntrewe 
Or  feyne  Jnnges  or  fynde  wordes  newe  73G 

He  may  noughts  spare  al  ])ough  he  were  his  bro])er 
He  moot^  als  wel  seie  o  word  as  ano]>er 
Crista  spak*  himself*  ful  brode  in  holy  writte 
And  wel  30  wot*  no  yilenye  is  itte  740 

Ek*  Plato  seith  who  so  can  him  redo 
The  wordes  mot*  be  cosyn  to  fe  dede 
Also  I  prey^e  30W  foi^iue  it  me 

Al  haue  I  not*  set*  folk*  in  here  degro  744 

Heer  in  ^is  tale  as  ]«f  ^ei  scholden  stonde 
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My  witf  is  scliorf  je  may  wel  vnderstonde 
Gret*  clieere  maad  oure  osf  yb  eu^Tjchon 
And  to  fe  sorrper  sette  he  ys  anon  748 

He  seraed  ys  with  Yitailles  atte  beste 
Strong*  was  fe  wjn  and  wel  diynken  ys  leste 
A  semly  man  our  hoste  he  was  with  alle 
£for  to  ben  a  marchall:  in  an  halla  752 

A  large  man  he  was  with  eyjen  stepe 
A  fsdrer  buigeys  is  ]>er  non  in  Chepe 
Bold  of*  his  speche  and  wys  and  wel  y-taught 
And  of*  manhode  him  lakkede  righf  naughf  756 

Eki  per  to  he  was  righf  a  merie  man  Hmt  ii,  bufc] 

And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan 
And  spak*  of  mer]>e  amonges  o])er  )?inges 
Whan  ])at*  he  hadde  maad  our  rikenynges  760 

And  seide  Jus  Now  lordynges  trewely 
Je  ben  to  me  welcome  right*  hertely 
ffbr  by  my  trouthe  if"  Jat*  I  schal  nof  lye 
I  seyh  nof  J>is  yer  so  mery  a  companye  764 

Af  oones  in  Jis  herberw  as  is  now 
fiayn  wold  I  don  30U  merthe  wisf  I  how 
And  ofi  a  merje  I  am  righf  now  bijoughf 
To  don  you  eese  and  if  schal  coste  noughf  768 

ye  gon  to  Caunturbury  god  yow  speede 
The  blisful  martir  quyte  30U  ^our  meede 
And  wel  I  woof  as  30  gon  by  Je  weye 
ye  schapen  30U  to  talen  and  to  pleye  772 

ffor  trewely  conforf  ne  merje  is  non 
To  riden  by  J>e  wey  domb  as  a  ston 
And  Jjer  for  wol  I  make  you  disporf 
As  I  seide  ersf  and  do  you  som  conforf  776 

And  if<  30U  likej  all:  by  on  assenf 
fifor  to  stonden  af  my  luggement  « 

And  for  to  werken  as  I  schal  30U  seie 
To  morwe  whan  ^e  riden  by  ]>e  weie  /  780 

Xow  by  my  fader  soule  Jaf  is  deed 
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BaPje  be  meiye  I  wil  ^eue  jow  mjn  heed 

Sold  yp  jQia  hond  vijKmte  more  speche  / 

Out  connseil  was  not*  longe  for  to  seche  /  784 

TB  poughi^  it*  was  not*  wor])  to  make  if  wys 

And  gTiaonted  him  wijyoute  more  avys 

And  bad  him  seje  his  Terditf*  as  him  leste 

LaidjTiges  qaod  he  /  now  herkneji  for  pe  beste  788 

Bnf  take  it  nought*  I  prey  )ow  in  disdeigne 

This  is  fe  poynf  to  speke  schort*  and  pleigne 

Thaf  ech  of  ym  to  schorte  with  )oixr  weye 

In  Jris  yiage  schal  telle  tales  tweie  792 

To  Canntorbury-ward  I  mene  it  so  Hmtui 

And  homwaid  he  schal  tellen  o^  tno 

Of  aaentnrcs  ]»#  whilom  hane  hifatt 

And  which  of  yow  y&^  heii)»  him  best*  of  att  79^ 

Thaf  is  to  sein  thaf  teUep  in  ^  cas 

Tales  of  besf  sentence  and  most*  solas  •/ 

Schal  hane  a  soap«r  at  our  al]>er  cost 

Her  in  ^is  place  sittynge  by  fia  posf  800 

Whan  J^at*  we  eomen  a^ein  fro  Cantnrbniy 

And  for  to  make  jon  pe  more  miiry 

I  wil  my  seluen  goodly  with  jou  ryde 

Bight*  af  myn  owne  cosf  and  be  3011T  gyde  804 

And  who  so  wol  my  Inggement  wij)  seye 

Schal  paye  al  ^at*  we  spende  by  ^  weye 

And  if  ^e  Tonche  saf  ])at*  if  be  so 

Tel  me  anon  wi^aten  woides  moo  806 

And  I  wol  erly  schape  ne  ^er  fom 

This  ^ing*  was  grannted  and  our  oj^es  swore 

With  fhl  glad  herte  and  prey^en  him  also 

Thaf  he  wolde  Yonche  saf  for  to  do  so  812 

And  Jmf  he  wolde  ben  our  gonemotir 

And  of  oure  tales  Ingge  and  reportour 

And  sette  a  soup€r  af  a  certein  pris 

And  we  wiln  rewled  ben  af  his  denys  /  816 

In  heighe  and  lowe  and  ]>us  by  oon  assent 
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We  ben  accozded  to  fe  luggement 

And  ^r  Tpon  fe  wyn  was  fef  anon 

We  dionken  and  to  reste  wenf  echon  820 

Wijouten  eny  longer  taryyng* 

A  moTwe  whan  fe  day  bigan  to  spiyng* 

vp  ros  onie  oosf  and  was  our  alj>er  cok* 

And  gadeied  ys  to  gider  all  in  a  flob  824 

And  for^  we  riden  a  litel  more  faa  paas 

vnto  fe  wateryng*  of*  seinf  Thomas 

And  ])er  our  oosf  gan  his  hon  aieste 

And  seide  lordes  heikne]>  if^  yon  leste/  828 

3e  wof  jonif  forward  and  I  it*  jou  lecoide  [leaf  is^uck] 

If*  euynsoDg*  and  morwesong*  acoide 

laf  see  now  who  schal  telle  pQ  firste  tale 

As  euer  mote  I  diynke  wyn  of*  ale  832 

Who  so  be  rebel  to  my  luggement  / 

Schal  pale  for  alt  that*  by  ]>e  weie  is  spent* 

Now  dzawe])  Cut*  or  fat*  we  ferjyer  twynne 

he  which  Jiat*  hajy  J^e  schortest*  schal  bigynne  836 

%  Sir  knight*  quod  he  my  maister  and  my  lord 

Now  drawe]»  Cut*  for  J>at*  is  myn  acord 

Come])  nerre  quod  he  my  lady  prioresse 

And  ^e  sir  clerk*  let*  be  30ur  schamfastnesse  840 

Ne  studie))  nought*  lay  hond  to  euerj  man 

Anon  to  drawe  eueiy  wig&t*  bygan) 

And  schorily  for  to  telleii)  as  it*  was  / 

Were  if  by  auenture  or  sort*  or  cas  844 

The  Bo)>  is  ])is  the  Cut*  fel  to  fe  knight* 

Of*  which  ful  blij^e  and  glad  was  euery  wight* 

And  telle  he  moste  his  tale  as  it*  was  resoun 

By  forward  and  by  composiciotm  848 

As  ^e  han  herd  what*  nede])  wordes  mo 

And  whan  fia  good  man  saugh  J^at*  it  was  so 

As  he  ])at*  wys  was  and  obedient* 

To  keepe  his  forward  by  his  free  assent  852 

lie  seide  sip^  I  schal  begynAe  |)e  game 
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What^  welcome  be  ^e  Cutte  a  goddes  namo 

J^cfw  hiif  vs  xide  and  herkne])  what*  I  seye 

And  with  ^t*  word  we  riden  foif  oure  weye  856 

And  lie  Ingan  with  lights  a  merye  cheeie 

His  tale  anon  and  sejde  as  30  may  heere 
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lam  que  domos  patrias  scitice  post  aspe^ti  mentis 
Prelia  lanrigero  et&. 

ilom  was  as  olde  stories  tellen  vs 
Ther  was  a  Duk"  that  highte  Theaeus/  860 

Of"  Athenes  he  was  /  lord  and  gouemoup 
And  in  his  tyme  such  a  Conquerour 
That*  grettere  was  non  vnder  pe  sonne  fieafisH 

fiol  many  a  riche  Contre  hadde  he  wonne  864 

What*  with  his  wisdam  and  his  chiuallerie 

He  conquered  ait  pe  regne  of*  ffeminie 

That*  whilom  was  I-cleped  Scithia 

And  weddede  pe  queen  ypolita  S6S 

And  brought*  hir  horn  wij>  him  in  his  contie 

With  muche  glorie  and  gref  solempnite 

And  eek*  hir  jonge  suster  Emelye 

And  Jus  with  victorie  and  with  melodie  872 

Late  I  Jis  noble  duk*  to  Athenes  ride    thSySiSs^oSe  iSSSS?^ 

And  att  his  hosf  in  armes  him  bisyde 

And  certes  if"  it  nere  to  long*  to  heere 

I  wolde  haue  tolde  fully  J)e  manere  876 

how  wonnen  was  pe  regne  of  ffeminie 

By  Theseus  and  by  his  Chiualrie 

And  of<  the  grete  bataille  for  pe  noones 

Bitwixen  atlienes  and  Amazones  880 

And  how  asseged  was  Ipolita 

The  faire  hardy  queue  of  Scithia 

And  of  J»e  fesf  paf  was  af  hir  weddyng* 

And  of  pe  tempest*  af  hir  horn  comyng*  884 

But*  al  pat*  ping*  I  moot*  as  now  forbore  / 

I  haue  god  wot*  a  large  feeld  to  ere 

And  weyke  ben  pe  oxen  in  my  plough 

The  remnant*  of  pe  tale  is  long*  ynough  888 

T  wol  not*  letten  eek*  noon  of  pis  i-oute 
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IjmP  euery  felawe  telle  his  tale  aboute 

And  lat^  se  now  who  schal  fe  sonp^r  wynne 

And  ^er  I  lafte  I  wil  ajein  bigjrnne  892 

This  I>ak*  o^  whom  I  make  mencioun 

Whan  he  was  comen  ahnosf  to  J>e  toun 

In  att  his  wele  and  his  moste  pzyde 

He  yraa  war  as  he  cast*  his  eyhe  asyde  896 

Wher  y&if  fei  kneled  in  pe  heighe  weye 

A  company  of  ladies  tweye  and  tweye  DMf  is,  tack] 

Sche  after  o^er  cladde  in  clo]>e8  blake 

But^  9ich  a  cry  and  such  a  woo  ])ei  make  900 

That^  in  ^is  world  is  creature  lyuynge 

That^  herds  such  ano])er  weymentynge 

And  of*  fia  ay  ^y  nolde  nener  stente 

TIL  >ei  >e  Beynes  of>  his  bridel  hente  904 

WbaV  folk*  ben  ^e  ]Mtt*  at  myn  hom  comynge 

Pdrionrbe  so  my  feste  vrip  ciyinge 

Qood  Theseus  bane  je  so  gret*  enuye 

Ot  myn  hononr  that*  ]>us  compleigne  and  crie  908 

Or  who  ha^  jon  mysboden  or  offended 

And  tellejy  me  if  it  may  ben  amended 

And  whi  J>at*  ^e  ben  closed  thus  in  blak 

The  eldest*  lady  of  hem  alle  spak*  912 

Whan  sche  had  swouned  with  a  dedly  cheere 

Thaf  if  was  ronthe  for  to  seen  and  heere 

f  Sche  seide  lord  to  whom  fortune  ha|»  yiuen 

Victorie  and  as  a  conquerour  to  lyuen  916 

^oV  grenejy  ous  jouie  gloire  and  youi'  honour 

Bnt^  we  beseke  mercy  and  socour 

Haue  mercy  oh  our  woo  and  our  distresse 

8om  dropo  of  pite  Jyurgh  fi  gentilesse  /  920 

Tpon  YB  wrecched  wommen  let*  30  i&ft 

ffor  certes  lord  pet  is  non  of  vs  alt 

That*  sche  nath  ben  a  duchesse  or  a  queene 

Now  be  we  Caytifs  as  if  is  wel  scene  924 

Thanked  be  fortune  and  hir  false  whiel 
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That*  nom  estaf  ensuieth  for  to  ben  wel 

Now  certes  lord  to  abyde  ^oure  presence  / 

Here  in  ])is  temple  of  the  goddesse  Clemence  928 

We  haue  be  waytinge  al  ]}is  fourte  nighf 

Helpe  V8  lord  si]y  it*  is  in  |)y  might* 

IT  I  wrecche  which  Jiat*  weepe  and  weile  ))iis 

Was  whilom  wyf*  of*  king  Gappanens  932 

That*  starfi  at*  Thebes  cnrsed  be  pat  day 

And  alle  we  ])at*  ben  in  pis  array  [leaf  14 

And  maken  al  pis  lamentacioun 

We  losten  all:  our  housbondes  af  pat*  toxm  936 

Whil  pat*  passege  per  aboute  lay 

And  yet*  now  pe  olde  Creon  weiloway 

That*  lord  is  now  of"  Thebes  pe  Cite 

ffulfilcJ  of  Ire  and  of*  Iniquite  940 

He  for  despite  and  for  his  Tyiannie 

To  don  pe  deede  bodies  vilenye 

Of*  ail  ouie  lordes  whiche  pat*  ben  slawe 

Hap  ail  pe  bodies  on  an  heep  y-drawe  944 

And  wol  nought*  su£&e  hem  by  non  assent 

l^either  to  ben  y-buiied  noper  y-brent 

But*  makep  houndes  ete  hem  in  despyt* 

And  with  pat*  word  wipoute  more  respit*  948 

Thei  fellen  gruf*  and  cryden  pitously 

Haue  on  vs  wrecchede  wommen  som  mercy 

And  laf  our  sorwe  synken  in  pin  herte 

This  gentil  duk*  doun  £rom  his  courser  sterte  952 

With  herte  pitous  whan  he  herde  hem  speke 

Him  poughte  pat*  his  herte  wolde  breke 

Whan  he  saugh  hem  so  pite  and  so  mate 

That*  whUom  were  of*  so  gret*  astate  956 

And  in  his  armes  he  hem  aH  yp  hente 

And  hem  confortep  in  ful  good  entente 

And  swor  his  oth  as  he  was  trewe  knight* 

He  wolde  don  so  ferforply  his  might*  960 

Vpon  pe  tyranf  hem  to  wreke 
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That*  att  fe  poeple  oi^  giece  scholde  speke 

How  Cieon  was  oi^  Theseus  y-semed 

Aa  lie  faif  hadde  his  dep  fol  wel  deserued  964 

And  rights  anon  wi^outen  more  ahod 

His  baner  he  displaied  and  forth  rood 

To  Thobea-ward  and  al  his  host*  hiside 

No  nene  Athenes  wolde  he  go  ne  ride  968 

Ne  take  his  ease  fully  half*  a  day 

But^  onward  on  his  way  ]>ai^  nighf  he  lay  iimt  i4»bMk] 

And  sente  anon  ypolita  fe  queene 

And  Smelye  hir  ^onge  suster  scheene  972 

Ynio  ye  tonn  o^  Athenes  to  dwelle 

And  forji  he  ritte  fer  nys  namore  to  telle 

The  rede  Statae  of^  Mars  with  spere  and  targe 

So  8chine]»  in  his  white  haner  large  976 

That^  aUe  fe  f eelde  gliteren  vp  and  doun 

And  by  his  baner  bom  is  his  pynoun 

Of*  gold  fol  riche  in  which  fer  was  y-bete 

The  Mynataur  which  ])af  he  wan  in  Grece  980 

Thus  rit^  ]»is  duk*  )ms  rit*  ^is  conquerour 

And  in  his  hosf  of  Chiuallerie  fe  flour 

Til  ^t*  he  come  to  Thebes  and  alight* 

fhiie  in  pe  feeld  fei  as  he  ]K)ughf  to  fight*  984 

But  schortly  for  to  speken  of*  ^is  ping* 

With  Creon  which  ])at*  was  of  Thebes  king* 

He  fiiu^t*  and  slough  him  manly  as  a  knight 

In  pleyn  bataile  and  putte  pe  folk*  to  flight  988 

And  by  asseuf  he  wan  ]»e  Cite  after 

And  rente  adoun  bo]>e  wall  and  sparre  and  rafter 

And  to  pe  ladies  he  restored  ageyn 

The  bones  of  here  frendes  ])at*  were  slayn  992 

To  don  obsequies  as  was  po  pe  gyse 

But  it  were  aft  to  longe  to  deuyse 

The  grete  clamour  and  pe  waymentyng* 

That*  the  ladys  made  atte  brennyng*  996 

Of^  pe  bodies  and  ^e  gret*  honour 
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That*  Theseus  ^e  noble  conqnerour 

Do^  to  fQ  bodies  whan  fd  from  him  wente 

But*  schortiy  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente  1000 

Whan  )»af  ^is  wor]yi  duk<  piB  thesens 

Ha]?  Cieon  slayn  and  wonne  Thebes  ]yiui 

Stille  in  psAf  feeld  he  took<  al  night*  his  reste 

And  dide  with  att  ])e  contie  as  him  leste  1004 

To  lansake  in  ^  caas  of*  fe  bodies  deede 

Hem  foi  to  streepe  of*  barneys  and  of*  wedo  pear  is] 

The  pilours  diden  bysynesse  and  cure 

After  fe  bataile  and  disconfituie  1008 

And  so  bifelle  ]>af  in  the  caas  pei  founde 

Thurgh  girt*  with  many  a  greuous  blody  wounde 

Tuo  ^onge  knightes  liggynge  by  and  by 

Bo^e  in  armes  same  wrought*  ful  lichely  1012 

Of*  which  tuo  Aicita  bight*  pat*  oon 

And  ]>at*  o]>er  knight*  highte  Palamon 

l^af  folly  quyk*  ne  fully  deed  pei  were 

But*  by  her  cote  armours  and  by  here  gere  1016 

The  heraudes  knewe  hem  self*  in  special 

As  ])ei  ])at*  weren  of*  ye  blood  real 

Of*  Thebes  and  of*  sustren  tuo  y-bom 

Out*  of*  pe  caas  pe  pilours  ban  hem  torn  1020 

And  ban  hem  caried  sofbe  ynto  pe  tente 

Of*  Theseus  and  he  ful  sone  hem  sente  / 

To  Athenes  to  dwellen  in  prisoufi 

parpetuelly  hem  nolde  he  not*  Eaunsofi  1024 

And  whan  pis  wor]u  duk*  ha|)  pua  y-don 

He  took*  his  oost*  and  home  he  rit*  anon 

With  laurer  corouned  oa  a  conquerour 

And  fere  he  lyuej)  in  ioye  and  in  honowr  1028 

Terme  of*  his  lif*  what*  neede]y  wordes  mo 

And  in  a  tour  in  angwis^  and  in  woo . 

Dwellen  pia  Palamon  and  eek*  Arcite 

ffor  eueie  more  fer  may  no  gold  hem  quite  1 032 

This  passe])  jeer  by  yer  and  day  by  day 
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Til  it*  fel  oones  in  a  morwe  of  May 

That*  lElmely  ^at'  fairer  was  to  seene 

Than  is  yB  lilye  ypon  ids  staike  grene  1036 

And  fteisscher  ^an  fe  may  wij»  floures  newo 

fibr  wi)»  pe  rose  colonr  atrof  hir  hewe  / 

X  not^  irhich.  was  ye  fairer  of  hem  tno 

£r  it  were  day  as  was  hire  wone  to  do  1040 

Sche  ^was  arisen  and  al  redy  dighf 

ffor  May  wil  hane  no  sluggardie  on  night  [leaf  is,  bide] 

The  seson  prike])  enery  gentQ  herte  / 

And  make^  i1^  out*  of*  his  sleep  to  sterte  1044 

And  ayem  arise  and  don  may  ohsemanco 

This  make^  Emelye  to  hane  remembrance 

To  don  hononr  to  May  and  for  to  rise 

I-clo^ed  vras  sche  freissh  for  to  deuyse  1048 

Hir  yelow  her  was  broyded  in  a  tresse 

By-hinde  hir  bak*  a  yerde  long*  I  gesse 

And  in  ye  gardyn  atte  sonne  vprisie 

Sche  walke^  yp  and  dotin  and  as  hir  liste  1052 

8che  gadreth  floures  party  whit/and  reedo  / 

To  make  a  sotyl  garland  for  hir  heede 

And  as  an  angel  henenysshely  sche  song 

The  giete  tour  ^f  was  so  pikko  and  strong  1056 

Which  of  ye  Castett  was  ])e  chief  dongeofi 

Ther  as  ye  knightes  weren  in  prisofi 

Of  which  I  tolde  30a  and  telle  schal 

Was  enen  ioynanf  to  ]ie  gardein  wal  lOGO 

Ther  as  yia  Emely  had  hir  pleyingi 

Bright^  was  ye  sonne  and  cler  in  j»t*  momyng* 

And  Palamon  ]ns  wof  ol  prisoner 

As  was  his  wone  by  lene  of  his  gailler  1064 

Was  risen  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on  heigh 

In  which  he  al  ye  noble  cite  seigh 

And  ek*  ye  gardyn  M  of  branches  grene 

llier  as  fe  freisshe  Emely  pe  schene  1068 

Was  in  hir  walk*  and  romed  yp  and  doun 
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This  soTwful  prisoner  this  Palamoun 

Go)»  in  fe  chambre  Eomynge  to  and  fro 

And  to  himself*  compleignyng*  of"  his  wo 

Thaf  he  was  bom  fill  ofte  seide  aUas 

And  so  byfell'  by  auentnre  or  caas 

Thaf  J>onigh  a  wyndow  Jikke  of  many  a  baire 

Ofi  yren  gief  and  square  as  any  spaire 

He  cast*  his  eyghen  vpon  Emelya 

And  fei  with  al  he  bleynt*  and  cryed  a 

As  J)ough  he  stongen  were  vnto  ])e  herte 

And  with  f  af  crye  Arcite  anon  vp  sterte  / 

And  seide  Cosyn  myn  what"  eylej)  J>e 

That*  arf  so  pale  and  dedly  on  to  se 

Why  ciydestow  who  haj)  f  e  don  offence 

ffor  goddes  lone  tak*  al  in  pacience 

Cure  prtsoun  for  if  may  non  ojer  be 

ffortone  ha]?  yiue  yb  ^is  aduersite 

Som  wicke  aspecf  or  disposiciofi 

Of*  Satnme  by  som  constoUacion 

Ha])  jiuen  vs  pia  el  ]>ough  we  had  if  sworn 

So  stood  ]»e  heuen  whan  )»af  we  ware  bom 

We  mote  endure  if  fia  is  schorf  and  playn 

This  Palamon  answerd  and  seide  again  / 

Cosyn  for  so])e  of*  ])is  opynion 

povL  hasf  a  yain  ImaginacioA 

This  pnsofi  causede  me  nought  to  crie 

Buf  I  was  hurf  righf  now  J>oragh  ouf  myn  yhe 

In  to  myn  herf  paf  wol  my  bane  be 

The  faymesse  of  ])af  lady  ])af  I  see 

3onde  in  the  gardyn  rome  to  and  fro 

Is  cause  of*  al  my  crying*  and  my  wo 

I  nof  wher  sche  be  womman  or  goddesse 

Buf  Yenus  is  it  aoflij  as  I  gesse 

And  ))er  with  al  on  knees  a  doun  he  fille 

And  seyde  Venus  if*  if  be  J>y  wille 

yow  in  |)is  gardeyn  ]ms  to  transfigure 
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ByfoiB  me  sorwful  wiecched  deatnie 

Out'  of^  pia  priaoil  help  ])at*  we  mowe  scape 

And  if<  so  be  oxne  deetenye  be  schape/  1 108 

By  eteme  world  to  deyen  in  prtsofi . 

Of*  onie  lynage  hane  som  compassiofi 

That  is  ao  lowe  y-btonght*  by  tyiannie 

And  with  ^at*  word  Aicite  gan  aspye  1112 

Wher  as  }ia  lady  lomed  to  and  fro 

And  with  ^at^  sight*  hir  beante  hurt*  him  so  [leaf  i6^  iwa] 

That  i^  jMtt^  Palamon  was  wounded  sore 

Aicite  is  hurt*  as  muche  as  he  or  more  /  1116 

And  with  a  syke  he  seyde  pitously 

The  freissche  beaute  sHeip  me  sodeinly 

Of  hire  ^t*  rometh  in  ]>e  yonder  place 

And  but^  I  haue  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace  1 1 20 

That^  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leste  wey 

I  nam  but*  ded  ^r  nys  no  more  to  sey 

This  Palamon  whan  he  J^is  wordes  herde 

Dispitously  he  loked  and  answerde  1124 

Whe^er  seistow  ^is  in  emest*  or  in  pleye 

Nay  quod  Ardte  in  emest*  by  my  f eye 

Crod  helpe  me  so  me  lust*  ful  yuel  playe 

Hus  Palamon  gar  knef  his  browes  twaye  1 128 

li^  were  to  fe  quoa  he  no  gret  honour 

ffor  to  be  £eJs  ne  for  to  be  traytour 

To  me  ^t*  am  yi  cosyn  and  ^i  bro)>er 

y-swozn  M  deepe  and  ech  of*  ts  til  oyer  1 132 

Thai^  neuer  for  to  deyen  in  fe  payn 

TQ  ^t*  ^  de^  departe  schal  tb  twayn 

Neither  in  loue  for  to  hinder  oj^er 

Ne  in  non  opet  cas  my  lieue  bro]ier  1136 

Bul^  ^t*  )k>u  scholdest*  trewly  former  more 

In  eueiy  caas  and  I  schal  for^re  ^e  ^ore 

This  was  ^in  o^  and  myn  also  certeine 

I  wot?  right*  wel  f  ou  darst*  it*  not*  wij>-seyne  1140 

Thus  art^  ]>ou  of*  my  counseil  out  of*  doute 
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And  now  fou  woldest  falsly  ben  abonte 

To  lou^  my  lady  wbom  I  loue  and  seme 

And  ener  schal  til  J>af  myn  herte  sterae  1144 

JSTow  certes  fals  Arcite  fovL  schalf  nof  so 

I  loued  hir  feist*  and  tolde  J^e  my  wo 

As  to  my  counseil  and  my  bTo]7er  sworn 

To  fortbre  me  as  I  bane  told  bifom  1148 

ffor  wbicb  ]>ou  art*  y-bonnden  as  a  knigfeit* 

To  belpe  me  if*  it  lay  in  tby  migbt*  p«af  ni 

Or  elles  arf  pou  fals  I  dar  wel  sayn 

Tbis  Arcite  fal  proudly  spak*  agayn  1152 

Tbon  scbalf  quod  be  be  ra])er  fals  ])an  I 

But*  ])0u  art*  fals  I  telle  j^e  witterly 

IT  ffor  paramour  I  loued  hir  first*  er  pon 

Wbat*  wilt*  Jk)u  seyn  Jwu  wist*  it*  nougbt*  yit*  now        1156 

WbeJ^ur  scbe  be  a  womman  or  goddesse 

Thin  is  affecciofl  of*  bolynesse 

And  myn  is  loue  as  to  a  creature 

ffor  wbicb  I  tolde. ])e  myn  auenture  1160 

As  to  my  cosyn  and  to  my  broker  sworn 

I  pose  J^at*  ]>ou  louedest*  bire  bifom 

Wostow  nougbt*  wel  fe  olde  clerkes  sawe  1163 

Tbat*  wbo  scbal  jiue  a  louer  eny  lawe   T  Qotoiegwn  dut  mumtibiiA 

loue  is  a  gretter  lawe  by  my  pan 

Tban  may  be  yeue  to  eny  ertbly  man 

And  ])eifore  positif  lawe  and  sucb  decree 

Is  broke  alday  for  loue  in  ecbe  degree  1168 

A  man  moot*  needes  loue  maugre  bis  bede 

He  may  nof  fleen  bit*  J^ougb  be  scbolde  be  dede 

Al  be  scbe  mayde  or  wydow  or  elles  wif« 

And  eek*  it*  is  not*  likly  al  fi  lif*  1172 

To  stonden  in  bir  grace  namore  scbal  I 

ffor  wel  f ou  west*  fi  selue  verreily 

That*  J)ou  and  I  ben  dampned  to  prisofi 

Perpetuelly  vs  gaigneth  no  Eamson  1176 

We  stiyuen  now  as  boundes  for  }>e  bon 
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Thej  foQg^t^  aldaj  and  jet*  here  pait>  was  non 

Ther  com  a  kyte  whil  fa.i?  J>ei  were  so  vnofe 

That'  laat  a  way  fe  bon  bytwize  hem  bo^  1180 

Ak*  (exfoie  atte  kinges  court*  my  bioj^er 

Ech  man  for  him  self  fei  is  non  oJ»er 

Lone  if*  ]K>n  list*  for  I  loue  and  ay  schal 

A  floothly  leae  bro^r  fiaiBsl  1 184 

Her  in  Jris  piisofi  mote  we  endure 

And  enedcb  of*  vs  take  his  auenture  Cteaf  n,  bMiki 

Grei^  was  ye  strif  and  long*  bitwiz  hem  tweye 

If>  ^t*  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seie  /  1188 

"BvlV  to  )dB  effect  it  happed  on  a  day 

To  telle  it  )on  as  schortly  as  I  may 

A  wotfi  dnk*  ]»t*  highte  Ferothens 

That^  felawe  was  vnto  dnk*  Theseus  1192 

8yn  ]iilke  day  ]>at*  ^ai  were  children  lite 
'  Was  come  to  Athenes  his  felawe  to  visite 

and  for  to  pleye  as  he  was  wont*  to  do 

ffor  in  fiB  world  he  loued  noman  so  1 196 

And  be  loued  him  als  tendurly  agayn 

So  wel  fa.  loued  as  olde  bokes  sayn 

That*  wban  ]>af  oon  was  ded  aofly  to  telle  / 

his  felaw  went*  and  sought*  him  doun  in  belle  1 200 

But^  of*  ^1^  stoiy  list*  me  nought*  to  write 

Duk*  Perotheus  louede  wel  arcite 

And  had  him  knowe  at  Thebes  fer  be  yere 

And  finally  at  request  and  preyere  1 204 

Of  Perotheus  wi^ute  ony  Eaunsofi 

Duk*  Theseus  him  leet*  out  of  prisofi 

£&ely  to  gon  wher  ])at*  him  list*  ouer  al 

In  such  a  gise  as  I  30U  telle  schal  1 208 

This  was  fe  forward  pleinly  for  tendite  / 

Bitwixe  Theseus  and  him  Arcite 

Thai^  it  so  were  ^at*  arcite  were  f ounde  / 

Eaer  in  his  lif*  by  day  or  night*  or  stounde  1212 

In  eny  centre  of*  fiB  Theseus 
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And  lie  .were  canglif  it  was  accorded  fua 

That*  with  a  swerd  he  scholde  leese  his  heed 

Ther  was  noon  o^r  remedie  ne  reed  1216 

Buf  takeji  his  leeue  and  homward  he  him  spedde 

Laf  him  be  war  his  nekke  li])  to  wedde 

How  gref  a  sorwe  su£&e}>  now  arcite 

The  deth  he  feele])  ])argh  his  herte  smyte  1220 

He  wepef .  weyleth .  crief  pitously 

To  sleen  himself*  he  wayte])  priuely  Oaatm 

He  seide  alias  ^at*  day  J>at*  I  was  bom 

iKTow  is  my  prisofi  worse  J?an  bifom  1224 

^ow  is  me  schape  etemaly  to  dwelle 

Nought*  in  Puigatori  but*  in  helle 

Alias  ]7af  euer  I  knew  Perothens 

ffor  elles  hadde  I  haue  dwelled  with  Theseus  1228 

I-fetered  in  his  prisofi  eueremo 

Thanne  hadde  I  ben  in  blisse  and  not*  in  woo 

Only  fe  sight*  of*  hire  whom  )iat*  I  serue 

)}Ough  ]>at<  I  neuer  hire  grace  may  deserue  1232 

Wolde  haue  y-suffised  right*  ynough  for  me 

IT  Oo  deere  Cosyn  Palamon  q7«od  he 

Thin  is  ]>e  yictorie  of*  pis  auenture 

ffiil  blissefully  in  prisofi  might*  pou  dure  1236 

In  pnsoiin  certes  nay  but*  paradys 

Wei  hap  fortune  tomed  pe  pe  dys 

That*  hast*  pe  sight*  of*  hire  and  I  ^absence  / 

ffor  possible  is  syn  pou  hast*  hir  presence  1240 

And  art*  a  knight*  a  worpi  and  an  able 

That*  by  som  caas  syn  fortune  is  chailgeable 

Thou  maist*  somtyme  to  pi  desir  atteyne 

But*  I  pat*  am  exiled  and  bareyne  1244 

Of*  alle  grace  and' in  so  gret*  despeire 

That*  per  nys  erpe  water  fyi  ne  eyre 

Ne  creature  pat*  of*  hem  maked  is  / 

That*  may  me  helpe  or  don  confort*  in  pis  1248 

Wei  ought*  I  sterue  in  wanhope  and  distresse 
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fbxe  wel  my  lif*  mj  lust*  and  mj  gladnesse 

Alias  why  pleynen  men  so  in  comone 

Of  pnraeance  of  god  or  of*  fortune  -  1 252 

That^  3iaeih  hem  fol  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 

Wel  bet^  (an  ^y  can  hemself  deuyse 

Som  man  desLre^  for  to  haue  richesse 

That^  caose  is  of  his  moidie  or  gref  seknesse  /  125G 

And  som  wolde  out*  of  bis  prisofi  fain 

Tbaf  in  his  hons  is  of  his  meyne  slain  /  [Imt is^tack] 

Infinite  haimes  ben  in  (is  matiere 

We  woi^  not*  wbati  (ing*  f&V  we  pieyen  heere  /  1260 

We  f aien  as  he  (af  dronken  is  as  Moos 

A  dronhe  man  wot^  wel  he  h&p  an  hous 

Bat^  he  not*  which  fe  righte  weie  is  ])ider 

m 

And  to  a  dronke  man  (e  weye  is  slider  12G4 

And  certes  in  (is  world  so  faren  we 

We  seeken  fasf  after  felicite 

Bal^  we  gon  wrong*  fdl  ofte  trewely 

Thus  may  we  seyn  att  and  namlich  I  1268 

That^  wende  and  hadde  a  gret*  opyniofi 

That*  if  I  mighte  skapen  fro  prtsofi 

Than  hadde  I  ben  in  ioye  and  parfyt*  hele 

Ther  now  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele  1272 

Syn  ys^  I  may  not*  seen  30U  Emelye 

I  am  bnf  ded  (er  nys  no  remedye 

Ypon  (at*  o(er  syde  Palamon 

Whan  (at*  he  wiste  (at*  arcite  was  gon  1276 

Swich  sorwe  he  make(  (at*  (e  grete  tour 

Be80ime(  of  his  yoUyng*  and  damonr 

The  pore  fettres  of  his  schynes  grete 

Were  of  his  bittre  salte  teeres  wete  1280 

Alias  quod  he  arcita  cosyn  myn 

Of  aft  OTir  strif  god  wot*  (e  frayt*  is  (in 

Thou  walkest*  now  in  Thebes  at*  (i  large 

And  of  my  woo  (ou  yemest*  litel  charge  1284 

Then  maist*  syn  (on  hast*  wisdom  and  manhede 
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Assemble  alt  fe  folk'  of*  ouie  kinrede 

And  make  a  weire  so  scbarp  on  ])is  Cite 

That*  by  som  auentuie  or  som  tretee  1288 

Thou  maisf  haue  hir  to  lady  and  to  wif  / 

ffor  whom  Jaf  I  most"  needes  leese  my  lif« 

ffor  as  by  weie  of  possibilite 

Sittbe  fovL  art*  af  fi  laige  of*  prison  fee  1292 

And  arf  a  lord  gret*  is  ])in  auantage . 

More  ])an  is  myn  fat  sterae  her  in  a  kage  peaf  i9i 

ffor  I  mof  weepe  and  wayle  whil  fat*  I  lyue 

With  all:  )>e  woo  ])af  prisofi  may  me  3iae  1296 

And  eek"  with  peyne  }>af  loue  me  yiuef  also 

That*  doable)»  al  my  torment*  and  my  wo 

Ther  with  J)e  fyr  of  gelonsie  vpsterte 

With  Inne  his  brest  and  hente  him  by  pe  herte  1300 

So  woodly  fat*  he  lik*  was  to  byholde 

The  boxtre  or  f  e  asshen  deed  and  colde 

Than  seide  he  o  cruel  goddes  faf  goueme 

This  world  with  bynding*  of*  your  word  eteme  1304 

And  writen  in  f e  table  of*  athamaimf 

yoiire  parlement  and  ^our  eteme  groiint* 

What*  is  mankynde  more  vnto  30U  holde 

Than  is  fe  scheep  fat*  roukef  in  fe  folde  1308 

ffor  slain  is  man  right*  as  anofer  beeste 

And  dwellej)  eek*  in  pmoii  and  in  arreste 

And  h&p  siknesse  and  gret  aduersite 

And  ofte  tymes  gilteles  parde  1312 

IT  What*  gouemance  is  in  f  is  prescience 

That*  gilteles  tormentef  Innocence 

And  encreseth  f  is  is  al  my  penannce 

That*  man  is  bounden  to  his  obseraaiiftce  1316 

ffor  goddes  sake  to  letten  of*  his  wille 

Ther  as  a  beeste  may  alt  his  lust*  fulfilla 

And  whan  a  beeste  is  ded  he  haf  no  peyne 

But*  after  his  deth  fe  man  mot*  weepe  and  pleyne        1320 

Though  in  fis  world  he  haue  care  and  wo 
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TVi)Kii:LteTi.  doute  it  may  stonden  so 
The  anarw^re  of*  ])is  lete  I  to  dinines 
l^ut^  ^wel  1  wot'  ^t*  in  fiB  world  gret  pyne  is  1324 

AllaR  X  see  a  serpent*  or  a  ^eef' 
Tliat?  manj  a  tiewe  man  h&p  do  mescliief' 
Gon  at^  his  laige  and  wher  liim  list*  may  tame 
Hul^  T  moot^  ben  in  pnsoii  fwcgU  Satnme  1328 

AxudL  eek*  ^nigh  luno  lalons  and  eek*  wood 
That"  haji  destroyed  wel  neyh  al  ]>e  blood  [tens^bwik] 

Of^  Thebes  with  his  waste  walles  wide 
And  yenus  sleeji  me  on  ^af  o^r  syde  1332 

fToT  lalonsye  and  fere  of*  him  Arcite 
%  'Now  wil  I  stynte  of  Palamon  alite 
And  lat^  him  in  his  pnsofi  stille  dwells 
And  of  Arcite  for])  I  wil  jou  telle  1336 

The  somer  passeji  and  fe  nightes  longs 
Encreseeth  double  wise  fe  peynes  stronge 
Bo^  of*  pe  loner  and  of*  fe  prisoner 
I  not*  which  hsf  fe  wofdller  myster  1340 

ffor  Bcbortly  for  to  sein  of  Palamon 
Perpetnelly  is  dampned  to  prison 
In  cheynes  and  in  fettres  to  fe  ded 
And  arcite  is  exiled  Tp  his  bed  1344 

ffor  enermore  as  out*  of  ^af  contre 
S'e  nener  he  ne  schal  his  lady  se 
T  yow  loners  aske  I  now  J^is  questioft 
Who  ha]y  fe  wors  arcite  or  Palamon  1348 

That*  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  by  day 
But*  in  prisoft  moot*  he  daellen  ay 
That*  ofer  wher  him  list*  may  ride  or  go 
Bnf  seen  bis  lady  schal  he  nener  mo  1352 

Now  dioinetb  as  30a  list*  fsif  30  can 
ffor  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigan 

[No  gap  in  the  MS,] 
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Whan  ])af  arcite  to  Thebes  comen  was 

fful  ofte  a  day  he  swelte  and  saide  alias  1356 

ffor  seen  his  lady  schal  he  neuere  mo 

And  schoitly  to  concluden  al  his  wo 

So  mochel  sorwe  hadde  nener  creature 

Thaf  is  or  schal  whil  Jiat*  ])e  world  may  dure  1360 

His  sleep .  his  mete .  his  drink*  is  him  by-raff 

Thaf  lene  he  wex  and  drye  as  is  a  schaff 

His  yghen  holwe  grisly  to  biholde 

His  hewe  falwe  and  pale  as  ayssche  colde  1364 

And  solitarie  he  was  and  ener  allone 

And  waylyng*  al  )>e  nighf  makyng*  his  mone  vmiwi 

And  if*  he  herde  song*  or  instrument 

Than  wolde  he  weepe  he  mighte  nought*  be  stent*        1368 

So  feble  were  his  spiritz  and  he  lowe 

And  chaunged  so  ]?at*  no  man  cou]>e  knowe 

His  speche  no]>er  his  voys  |>ough  men  it  herde 

And  in  his  gere  for  al  )ie  world  he  ferde  /  1372 

Not*  comly  lyk*  to  loners  maladye 

Of*  heres  but  ra]»er  lik*  manye 

Engendred  of*  humottr  malencoHk* 

Bifom  his  celle  fantastik*  1376 

And  schortly  tomed  was  al  vp  and  doufi 

Bo])e  habite  and  disposicioun 

Of  him  ]>is  woful  louere  daun  arcite 

What*  scholde  I  alday  of  his  woo  endite  1380 

Whan  he  endured  hadde  a  ^eer  or  tuo 

This  cruel  torment  and  ])is  peyne  and  woo 

At*  Thebes  in  his  contre  as  I  seyde 

Ypon  a  night*  in  sleep  as  he  him  leyde  1384 

Him  ]}oughte  ])at*  ]>e  wengede  god  mercurie 

Bifom  him  stood  and  bad  him  to  be  merie 

His  sleepy  jerde  in  honde  he  bar  vpright* 

An  hatte  he  wered  vppon  his  heeres  bright*  1388 
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Arrayed  ^vras  jiis  god  as  he  took*  keepe 

As  lie  ^was  ^whan  ^t*  aigus  took*  his  sleepe 

And  seyde  him  yaa  to  Athenes  schalf  ^ou  wende 

Ther  is  ye  schapen  of^  }i  wo  an  ende  1392 

And  'with.  ]»ti  word  aicite  wook*  and  sterte 

Now  trewelj  how  sore  Jratt*  me  smerte 

Quod  lie  to  Athenes  nghf  now  wol  I  fare 

Ne  for  ye  drede  of  dep  schal  I  noughf  spare  1396 

To  see  my  lady  y&i?  I  lone  and  serae  / 

In  hire  presence  I  ne  recche  nonjt*  to  sterae  / 

And  with  f&if  word  he  can^te  a  gret  mirour 

And  sangh  ysAf  chamiged  was  al  his  colour  1400 

And  saogh  his  visage  al  in  ano]>er  kinde 

And  rights  anon  if  ran  him  in  his  mynde  [leaf  so,  iMck] 

Than  ayen  his  face  was  so  disfigured 

Of*  maladie  fe  which  he  hadde  endured  1404 

He  mighte  wel  if^  ^f  he  har  him  lowe 

Lyue  in  Athenes  eueremore  ynknowe  / 

m 

And  seen  his  lady  wel  neigh  day  hy  day 
And  Tighf  anon  he  changed  his  array  1408 

And  cladde  him  as  a  poure  laborer 
And  al  allone  saf  oonly  a  squier 
Thaf  knew  his  priuete  and  al  pe  caas 
Which  was  demised  pouerly  as  he  was  1412 

To  Athenes  is  he  gon  pe  nexte  way 
And  to  ye  courte  he  wente  vpon  a  day 
And  atte  gate  he  profred  his  seruise 
To  dn^ge  and  drawe  whaf  so  men  wol  deuise  1416 

And  schortly  of*  fia  matier  for  to  sein 
He  fille  in  ojQice  with  a  chamburlein  / 
The  which  f  af  was  dwellyng*  with  Emelye 
ffor  he  was  wys  and  sone  cou]?e  aspye  1420 

Of>  eaerj  s^ruant*  which  ])at*  serue])  here 
Wel  cou]>e  he  hewen  woode  and  water  here 
ffor  be  was  yong*  and  mighty  for  pe  nones 
And  J«ito  he  was  strong*  and  bigge  of  bones  1424 
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To  doon  ]>af  eny  wight*  him  can  denyse 

A  jeer  or  tao  he  was  in  p\a  seroise 

Page  of*  fe  Ghambre  of*  Emelye  fe  biighie 

And  Fhilostraf  he  seyde  ]yat  he  highte  1428 

IT  Baf  half<  so  wel  byloued  aman  as  he 

Ne  was  ^  neuer  in  court*  of*  his  degre 

He  was  so  gentil  of  condicioun 

That*  J^nigh  out*  al  the  court*  was  his  lenotoi  1432 

Thei  seide  j^at*  it*  were  a  charite 

That*  Theseus  wolde  enhaunce  his  degre 

And  putten  him  in  worschipf ul  seruise 

Ther  ]>at*  he  might*  his  vertu  excercise  1436 

And  pna  withinne  a  while  his  name  is  spronge 

Bo)>e  of  his  deedes  and  of*  his  goode  tonge  [iMf  ui 

That*  Theseus  ha])  taken  him  so  neere 

That*  of*  his  Chambre  he  made  him  a  squiere  1440 

And  gaf*  him  golde  to  mayntene  his  degre 

And  eek*  men  brought*  him  out  of  his  centre 

ffro  jeer  to  jeer  ful  priuily  his  rente 

But*  honestly  and  sleighly  he  it  spente  1444 

That*  no  man  wondred  how  ])af  he  it  hadde 

And  ^le  jeer  in  pis  wise  his  lif*  he  ladde 

And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek*  in  werre 

Ther  was  no  man  ]>af  Theseus  ha]>  derre  1448 

And  in  )>is  blisse  lete  I  now  arcite 

And  speke  I  wol  of*  Palamon  alite 

%  In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong*  pnson 

This  seuene  jeer  ha])  seten  Falamofi  1452 

fforpyned  what*  for  woo  and  for  distresse 

Who  feleih  double  sore  and  heuynesse 

But*  Palamon  ]}at*  loue  drenchep  so  / 

That*  wood  out*  of*  his  wit*  he  gop  for  wo  1466 

And  eek*  per  to  he  is  a  prisoner 

Perpetuelly  not*  oonly  for  a  jeer 

Who  coupe  lyme  in  englissh  propurly 

His  martirdom  for  sope  it  am  not*  I  1460 
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Ther  f OTe  I  passe  als  lightly  as  I  may 

f  It^  felle  ]»at>  in  fe  seueii])e  ^er  of*  may 

The  ^ridde  night*  as  olde  bokes  sein  / 

Thal^  als  ^is  stoiie  telle]>  more  plein  1464 

"Were  it^  by  anenttue  or  destinee 

As  ^wlum  a  ^g<  is  schape  it  schal  be 

That*  acne  after  pe  mydnyghf  Falamon 

IBy  Ixelpyng*  of  a  frende  brak*  prison  1468 

And  fiej»  ye  cite  f aste  as  he  may  goo 

ffor  liadde  yeae  his  gailler  dnmke  soo 

Of*  a  daire  maad  of  a  certeyn  -wyn 

With  nercotikB  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyn  1472 

That*  al  ^at^  nights  ^ugh  ]»af  men  wolde  him  schake 

Tbe  gailler  sleep  he  mighte  not*  awake  [i«af  21,  imtk] 

And  fva  he  fleeth  as  fast*  as  ener  he  may 

The  nighf  was  schort*  and  faste  by  ye  day  1476 

That*  needes  cost*  he  most*  himseluen  hyde 

And  til  a  grone  faste  ^r  bisyde 

With  dredful  foot*  yaa  etaJkey  Palamon 

ITor  schortly  yia  was  his  opinion  1480 

That*  in  ]»af  grone  he  wolde  him  hide  alday 

And  in  ye  night*  yan  wolde  he  take  his  way 

To  Thebes-ward  his  frendes  for  to  pray 

On  Thesens  to  helpe  him  to  weixay  1484 

And  schortly  ou|>er  he  wolde  leese  his  lif 

Or  wynnen  Emely  to  his  lonely  wif  / 

This  is  yeSecte  and  his  entente  playii) 

^  Now  wol  I  tome  vnto  arcite  agayn)  1488 

That*  litel  wiste  how  neih  ]>at*  was  his  care 

HI  ^t*  fortune  hadde  kaught*  him  in  his  snare 

The  besy  larke  messanger  of  day 

Salaeth  in  hir  song*  ye  morwe  gray  1492 

And  fyry  phebus  liaey  yp  so  bright* 

That*  al  ye  orient  langheth  of  ye  light* 

And  with  his  streemes  drieth  in  ^e  grenes 

The  seluir  dropes  hangyng*  in  ^e  leenes  1496 
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And  Aicita  in  fe  court*  loial 

Wip  Theseus  his  squier  principal 

Is  lysen  and  loke]>  on  fe  mery  day 

And  for  to  doon  his  obs^Tniance  to  may  1500 

Bemembiyng*  on  ye  poynt*  of  his  desir 

He  on  his  courser  stertyng*  as  ]»e  fii 

Is  riden  in  to  fe  feeldes  him  to  pleye 

Out*  of  J>e  couif  were  it*  a  myle  or  tweye  1504 

And  to  ^e  groue  of*  which  J^at*  I  30U  tolde 

By  auentuie  his  weye  he  gan  to  holde  / 

To  maken  him  a  garland  of*  pe  greues 

Were  if  of  woodebynde  or  hawethome  leeues  1608 

And  loude  he  song*  t^ein  pe  sonne  scheene  / 

May  with  alt  fi  floures  whit*  and  grene  Oeaf  tu 

Welcome  be  ]>ou  faire  freisshe  may 

I  hope  ))at*  I  som  grene  gete  may  1512 

And  from  his  courser  with  a  lusty  herte 

In  to  ])e  groue  ful  hastily  he  sterte 

And  in  a  path  he  rometh  yp  and  doun 

Ther  as  by  auenture  of*  pis  Palamon  1616 

Was  in  a  busshe  ))af  no  man  might*  him  see 

fiful  sore  aferd  of*  his  deth  waa  he 

No  pmff  ne  knewe  he  ])af  it  was  arcite 

God  wof  he  wolde  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite  1 520 

But*  so]i  is  seide  go  siJ^J^en  many  jeeres 

That*  feeld  ha]^  yhen  and  pe  woode  ha])  eeres 

It*  is  ful  fifiir  a  man  to  bere  him  euene  / 

ifor  alday  meete]>  men  at*  ynsetf  steuene  1624 

ftol  litel  woot  arcite  of  his  felawe 

That*  was  so  neigh  to  herken  of  his  sawe 

£for  in  J^e  busshe  he  sitte]>  now  ful  stille 

Whan  ])af  arcite  hadde  Bomed  all  his  fille  1528 

And  songen  al  pe  Eoundel  lustily 

In  to  a  studie  he  fel  sodeinly 

As  doon  fese  louers  in  hero  queynte  geeres 

Now  in  pQ  croppe  and  now  doun  in  J>e  breeres  1532 
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IXoiw  vp  Tkow  donn  as  bokei^  in  a  wdle 

Ri^hi^  as  ye  ftidaj  Boflj  for  to  telle 

Now  it^  schine^  and  now  it  leynejy  faste 

Rights  8o  gan  geiy  Yenns  oner  caste  1536 

The  hertes  of^  hiz'  folk*  righf  as  hire  day 

Is  geexf ol  light*  so  channge]?  sche  array 

Seelde  is  fe  ftyday  al  ye  wike  y-like 

%  'Whan  )iat*  arcite  hadde  songe  he  gan  to  syke  1540 

And  sette  him  donn  wijKmten  eny  more 

Alias  qnod  he  f&if  day  ya,^  I  was  bore 

How  longe  Inno  ]mrgh  ^i  craelte 

^Wntow  werreien  Thebes  fe  Cite  1544 

Alias  y-biought*  is  to  confnsiofi 

The  blood  Boial  of  Cadme  and  Amphiofi  Dearth  i»a] 

Of^  Cadmns  which  ^t*  was  pQ  ferste  man 

That*  Thebes  bulf  or  fersf  fa  toun  bigan  .        1548 

And  of  fe  cite  first*  was  crouned  king* 

Of  his  lynage  am  I  and  his  ofspring* 

By  verray  ligne  as  of  ]>e  stok*  roiatt 

And  now  I  am  so  caytif*  and  so  ^ratt  1552 

That^  he  )Mif  is  my  mortel  enemy 

I  aeroe  him  as  his  sqnier  ponerly 

And  ^t  do]»  me  Ixmo  wel  more  schame 

ffoT  I  dar  nought  biknowe  myn  owne  name  1556 

Bat  fer  as  I  was  wont*  to  bight*  arcite 

l^ow  higbte  I  Philostrate  nought*  wor])  a  myte 

Alias  ^u  felle  mars  alias  ]»on  luno 

Thtis  hajy  yonr  ire  onre  lignage  al  fordo  1560 

Saf  only  me  and  wrecched  Falamon 

Tbat^  Thesens  martire]^  in  prisofl 

And  oner  al  ^is  to  slen  me  ytterly 

lone  ha^  his  faire  dart*  bo  brennyngly.  1564 

y-stiked  ^nrgh  my  trewe  earful  herte 

That  schapen  was  my  de^  arsf  ^an  my  scberte 

ye  sleen  me  with  ^onr  ey3en  emelye 

3e  ben  pe  cause  wher  fore  pat  I  dye  1568 
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Of*  att  fe  remanant  /  of  myn  o]»er  care 

Ne  sette  I  nought*  fe  montance  of  a  taie 

So  f&t  I  coude  don  aughti  to  ^onie  plesance 

And  with  fa,\?  word  he  f el  doun  in  a  traunce 

A  long*  tyme  afid  aftirward  he  vpsterte 

This  Falamon  ^at*  poughi?  ya,if  ]K)rngh  his  herte 

he  f elte  a  cold  sweid  sodeinliche  glyde 

ffor  yre  he  quok*  no  lenger  wolde  he  hyde 

And  whan  ])af  he  had  herd  Arcites  tale 

As  he  were  wood  with  face  deed  and  pale 

he  sterte  him  vp  oaf  of*  fe  hnakes  ])ikke 

And  seide  aicite  false  traytonr  wikke 

"Now  arf  pou  henf  ])af  lonesf  my  lady  so 

ffor  whom  ])af  I  haue  al  fia  peyne  and  wo 

And  arf  my  blood  and  to  my  counseil  sworn 

As  I  fill  ofte  haue  told  ])e  heer  bifom 

And  hast  be-iaped  here  duk*  Theseus  / 

And  falsly  chaunged  hast  ^i  name  jms 

I  wol  be  ded  or  elles  f  ou  schalf  dye 

Thou  schalf  nof  loue  my  lady  Emelye 

Buf  I  wol  loue  hire  oonly  and  nomo 

ffor  I  am  Falamon  fi  mortel  foo 

And  ])ough  ])af  I  no  wepene  haue  in  j)is  place 

Buf  ouf  of  pnsoun  am  asterf  by  grace 

I  drede  noughf  ])af  ou]>er  ))ou  schalf  die 

Or  ]>ou  ne  schalf  nof  louen  Emelye 

Ghees  which  ])ou  wilf  or  fori  schalf  nof  asterte 

This  arcite  with  ful  despitous  herte 

When  he  hinn  knew  and  hadde  his  tale  herde 

As  fers  as  a  leofi  puUed  out  a  swerde 

And  seide  pus  by  god  ])a[t]  sitte)»  aboue 

'Neie  if  were  ]>af  |)0u  arf  sike  and  wood  for  loue 

And  eek*  ])af  ])ou  no  wepne  hasf  in  fia  place  / 

Thou  schuldesf  neuer  ouf  of*  pis  groue  pace 

Thaf  ]>ou  ne  schuldesf  deyen  of*  myn  honde 

ffor  I  diffie  ye  sewrte  and  pe  bonde 

CORPUS  46 


1572 


1576 


1580 


|iMris3 


1584 


1588 


1592 


1596 


1600 


1604 


OBOUP  A.   §  8.   ilnight'b  TAL&   Coxpvs  m.      47 

'Which  )ai^  ]K)ti  seist^  I  haue  maad  to  ^  ' 

Whaf  venay  fool  J^mk*  wed  ]yat*  lone  is  fre 

And  I  wol  loue  hir  maugre  al  fy  might' 

Bat  for  as  moche  |k>u  arf  a  woi^  knig&t*  1608 

And  Tnllest  to  deneyne  hii  by  batayle 

EauB  h^  my  tion^  to  morwe  I  wol  noog&f  fayle 
Wi^nten  wityng<  of  eny  o)>er  wigM 
That^  heer  I  wol  he  foundeo  as  a  knig&t  1612 

And  hrmgen  hemeys  light*  ynough  for  }»e 

And  eheae  fe  beste  and  lef*  fe  woiste  for  me 

And  mete  and  diynk^  ]iis  night*  wol  y  hringe 

ynoagh  for  )%  and  clo]»es  for  fi  beddynge  1616 

And  if  80  be  ^f  ^on  my  lady  wynne 

And  sle  me  in  )»i8  woode  fet  I  am  Inne  pMf  »>  t»cic] 

Thon  maysf  wel  hane  fy  lady  as  for  me 

This  Palamon  answerd  I  grannf  it*  ^e  1620 

And  ^ns  f&.  ben  departed  tQ  a  morwe 

Whan  ech  of>  hem  hadde  leyd  his  fei]>  to  borwe 

Occupied  onf  of*  aUe  chaiite 

0  legne  ^t*  wolde  no  felawe  haue  with  fe  1624 

Sul  sp^  is  sc^d  ^f  lone  ne  loischipe 

Wol  not*  his  J^ankes  haue  no  felaschipe 

We  fynde  ]iat*  of*  aicite  and  of*  Palamon 

Aidte  is  nden  anon  in  to  ^e  toun  1628 

And  on  the  moTwe  er  if  were  dayes  light* 

fful  piiuely  tno  hemeys  h&p  he  dighf 

Bope  sufficanf  and  meete  to  darreyne 

The  batail  in  )^  feld  bitwix  hem  tweyne  1632 

And  on  his  hois  allone  as  he  was  borne 

He  caiieth  al  his  hameys  him  bif ome 

And  in  fe  grone  at  tyme  and  place  y-eet* 

This  arcite  and  fia  Palamon  ben  mette  1636 

To  changen  gan  pe  colour  in  hire  face 

Bighf  as  fe  hunters  in  fe  Beigne  of*  trace 

That*  stondejr  atte  gappe  with  a  spere 

Whan  hunted  is  pe  leoun  or  fe  here  1640 
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And  heere])  him  come  russliyng<  in  pe  greeues 

And  beie))  boj^e  bowes  and  ^e  leeues  / 

And  pinkep  here  come))  my  mortel  enemy 

Wi]>oute  faile  he  moot*  be  deed  or  I  1644 

ffor  ei)>er  I  mot*  sleen  him  atte  gappe 

Or  he  mof  slee  me  if  ])af  me  mys  happe 

So  ferden  ])ei  in  channgyng*  of*  here  hewe 

As  fer  as  enerich  of*  hem  opet  knewe  /  1648 

Ther  nas  no  good  day  ne  no  salnynge  / 

But*  streif  wijionten  word  or  lehersynge  / 

Euerich  of*  hem  hilp  for  to  arme  ofer 

As  j&eendly  as  he  were  his  owne  brojier  1652 

And  after  fnV  wip  scharpe  speres  stronge  / 

They  foynen  ech  at*  o]>er  wonder  longe  [leaf  m] 

Thou  mightesf  wene  ]>at*  ])is  Palamon 

In  his  fightinge  were  a  wood  leoii  1656 

And  as  a  crael  tigre  was  arcite 

As  wilde  bores  gonne  ^ei  to  smyte  / 

That*  frothen  whif  as  foom  for  ire  wood 

Yp  to  fe  ancle  foughte  pej  in  here  blood  1660 

And  in  ])is  wise  I  lete  hem  fightyng*  dwelle  « 

And  for])  I  wole  of*  Theseus  you  telle 

The  destenye  Ministre  general 

That  execute])  in  fe  world  ouer  al  1664 

The  puTueance  p&if  god  ha])  seie  bifore 

So  strong*  it  is  ])af  fei  pe  world  hadde  if  swore 

The  contraire  of  a  ])ing*  by  ^e  or  nay 

3ef  som  tyme  if  schal  falls  on  a  day  1668 

))af  falle])  noughf  eft  wi^inne  a  ])ousend  ^ere 

ffor  certeinly  oure  appetites  heere 

Be  if  of*  werre  or  pees  or  hate  or  loue 

Al  is  ])is  reuled  by  pQ  sighf  aboue  1672 

This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus 

That  for  to  hunts  is  so  desirous 

And  namly  atte  grete  herf  in  may 

Thaf  in  hia  bedde  per  dawej)  him  no  day  167C 
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Thaf  lie  nys  dadde  and  ledy  for  to  ride 

Wi(  honte  and  bom  and  houndes  him  besyde 

ffor  in  his  hnntyng*  ha^  he  such  delif 

That*  it  is  att  his  ioye  and  appetyt*  1680 

To  hen  himself*  ye  grete  hertes  bane 

ftoT  iiter  man  he  serueth  now  Diane 
Cler  was  )e  day  as  I  haue  told  er  fia 
And  Theseus  with  alle  ioye  and  blys  1684 

'With  his  ypolita  fe  faire  qneene 
And  Emelye  closed  al  in  greene 

On  hnntyng*  ben  ^ei  riden  really 

And  to  )e  groae  J^af  stood  fid  faste  by  1688 

In  which  j^r  was  an  herf  as  men  him  tolde  m 

Bnk*  Thesens  ^  streighte  wey  haj)  holde  /  tintii,  inok] 

And  to  \e  knnde  he  rideji  him  f ul  righte 

ffor  yider  was  y&  her&  wonf  to  haue  his  flighte  1692 

And  oner  a  brook*  and  so  f  or  jy  on  his  wey 

This  Dob  wol  bane  a  conrs  af  him  or  twey 

Wi^  houndes  swich  as  ]>af  him  list*  to  comaunde  / 

And  whan  )iB  Dnk*  was  come  vnto  ))e  lannde  1696 

Tnder  be  sonne  be  loked  and  anon 

He  was  war  of  arcite  and  Palamon 

ISsi'/oiighten  breeme  as  it*  were  boles  tuo 
Hie  bri^te  swerdes  wenten  to  and  fro  1700 

So  hidously  ^f  with  ])e  leste  strook* 
If  seme^  feif  if  wolde  felle  an  ook* 
Bnf  whaf  |wi  were  no))ing*  he  ne  woof 
Hug  dnk*  his  courser  with  his  spores  smof  1704 

And  af  a  sterf  he  was  betwixe  hem  tuo 
And  palled  out  a  swerd  and  cried  ho 
No  more  vp  peyne  of*  lesyng*  of*  ^our'  bed 
By  mighty  mars  be  scbal  anon  be  ded  1 708 

Thaf  smyteth  eny  strok*  ]yaf  I  may  seen 
Baf  telle])  me  whaf  myster  men  30  ben 
Thaf  ben  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  heere 
Wi^ute  luge  or  oJ>er  officere  1712 
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As  if  weie  in  a  liteft  liste  really 

IT  This  Palamon  answerde  liastUy 

And  seide  sire  what*  needej)  wordes  mo 

We  haue  pe  dep  deserued  bo]>e  tuo  1716 

Tuo  woful  wrecches  be  we  tuo  caytyues 

That*  ben  encombred  of*  oure  owne  lyues 

And  as  ]>ou  art*  a  rightful  lord  and  luge 

N"e  3iue  us  neyfer  mercy  ne  refuge  1720 

But*  slee  me  first*  for  seinte  charite 

But*  slee  my  felawe  eek*  as  wel  as  me 

Or  slee  him  [first]  for  fough  Jk>u  knowest*  it  lite 

This  is  ]yi  mortel  fo  fia  is  aicite  1724 

Thaf  fro  ^i  lotid  id  banyssched  on  his  heede 

ffor  which  he  hskp  deserued  to  be  ded  cieafss} 

ffor  pis  is  he  J^at  com  vnto  pi  gate 

And  seyde  poif  he  highte  Philostrate  1728 

Thus  haj)  he  laped  pe  f  ul  many  a  jeere  / 

And  poll  hasf  maked  him  ^i  cheef*  squiere 

And  J)is  is  he  paif  louej>  Emelye 

ffor  sij)  fat*  day  is  come  f af  I  schal  dye  *1 732 

I  make  pleynly  my  confessiofl 

That*  I  am  filke  wofiil  Palamon) 

That*  haj)  f  i  pnsofi  broke  wikkedely 

I  am  f  i  mortel  foo  and  if  am  I  1 736 

That*  loueJ>  so  bote  Emelya  pe  bright[e] 

That*  I  wol  dye  i>resent*  in  hir  sighte 

Wher  fore  I  axe  def  and  my  luwise 

But  sle  my  felawe  in  pe  same  wise  1740 

ffor  bof  e  haue  we  deserued  to  be  slayn 

IT  This  worJ)i  duk*  answerde  anon  agayn 

And  seide  fis  is  a  schorf  conclusioun 

your  owne  mouj)  be  joure  confessiown  1744 

Haj)  dampned  jou  and  I  wol  it  recorde 

It*  needej)  nought*  to  pyne  jou  with  pe  corde 

ye  schal  be  ded  by  mighty  mars  pe  reede 

The  queen  anon  for  verrey  wommanhede  1748 
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Com  for  to  wepe  and  bo  dide  lEmelye 

And  att  ^  ladies  of  ^  compaignye 

Giet^  pite  iras  it  as  iff  fong^tf  hem  alia 

Thal^  ener  sncli  a  cbannce  sdmlde  faUe  1 752 

ffoT  gentil  men  yei  were  of^  giet*  estat* 

And  nojying*  bnt*  for  lone  was  ^is  debat* 

And  sang^  hire  bloody  woondes  wide  and  sore 

And  alls  ciyeden  bo^  lasse  and  moie  1756 

Hane  mercy  lord  ypon  ys  wommen  alle 

And  on  here  bare  knees  doon  ^i  faHe 

And  wolde  bane  Idst^  his  feet*  ^r  as  he  stood 

Til  atte  last  aslaked  was  his  mood  1760 

ffor  pite  renneji  sone  in  gentil  herte  / 

And  ^ugh  he  ferst^  for  Ire  qaook*  and  sterte        nnf  ts,  ucki 

he  haf  considered  schortly  in  a  clause 

The  trespas  of  hem  bothe  and  eek*  pe  cause  1764 

And  al  Jwngh  ya,^  his  Ire  hire  gilt*  accused 

)it?  in  hiB  resofi  he  hem  bo|>e  excused 

As  yus  he  youghte  wel  faif  euerj  man 

WH  helpe  himself*  in  lone  if*  ]yat*  he  can  1768 

And  eek*  delioere  himself*  ont*  of*  prisofk 

And  eek*  his  herte  hadde  compassion 

Of  wommen  for  pej  wepen  ener  in  oon 

And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  ^ught^  anon  1772 

And  softe  ynto  himself  he  seide  fy 

Tpon  a  lord  paif  wol  bane  no  mercy 

But*  be  a  leoik  bo])e  in  word  and  dede  / 

To  hem  ^at*  ben  in  repentance  and  drede  1 776 

As  wel  as  to  a  proud  dispitous  man 

That*  wol  maintene  ]Mit*  he  first*  bigan 

That*  lord  hap  litel  of*  discreciofi 

That*  in  such  cas  can  no  diuisiofi  1780 

But*  weyeth  pride  and  humblesse  after  oon 

And  schortly  whan  his  Ire  is  ^us  goon 

he  gan  to  loken  vp  with  eyghen  light* 

And  spab  ^is  same  wordes  al  on  bight  1 784 
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K  The  god  of*  lone  a  l)enedicite 

How  mighty  and  how  gref  a  lord  is  he 

Ajeins  his  mighf  ]»er  gayne])  non  obstacles 

He  may  be  cleped  a  god  of*  his  miracles  1 788 

ffor  he  can  maken  at*  his  owne  gise 

Of*  euerich  herte  as  ]9at*  him  lisf  deiuse 

lo  her  ])is  arcite  and  ^is  Falamon 

That*  qnytly  were  out*  of  my  prtsoun  1 792 

•And  might*  haue  lyued  in  Thebes  rially 

And  witen  I  am  here  mortel  enemy 

And  faf  here  dej>  lith  in  my  mighf  also  / 

And  ^it*  hsLp  loue  maugre  here  yghen  tuo  1 796 

Brought*  hem  hider  bo]ie  for  to  deye 

Now  loke])  is  not*  ]ra.t*  an  heih  folye  Deaf  m) 

IT  Who  may  ben  a  fool  but*  i^  he  loue 

Byhold  for  goddes  sake  f&if  sitte]^  aboue  1800 

See  how  ])ai  bleede  be  J^ai  not*  wel  arrayed 

Thus  hsLp  hire  lord  ]>e  god  of*  loue  y-pai^ed 

Hire  wages  and  hire  fees  for  hire  seruise 

And  jif  ^i  wenen  for  to  ben  ful  wise  1 804 

That*  seruen  loue  for  aught*  ]^at*  may  bifatt 

But*  fiB  is  ^et*  pe  beste  game  of*  alt 

That*  sche  for  wham  ))ei  haue  ^is  iolyte 

Can  hem  ])erfore  as  moche  thank*  as  me  1808 

Sche  woof  na  more  of*  att  fis  hoote  fare 

By  god  l^an  woof  a  Cockow  of"  an  hare 

Buf  al  moof  ben  assayed  hoof  and  colde 

A  man  moof  ben  a  fool  or  ^ong*  or  olde  1812 

I  wof  it  by  my  self*  ful  yore  agon 

ffor  in  my  tyme  a  seruanf  was  I  on 

And  I^erfore  syn  I  knowe  of*  loues  peyne 

And  woof  how  sore  if  can  a  man  distreyne  1816 

As  he  |)af  hath  ben  caughf  often  in  his  laas 

I  you  forjiue  al  holly  ^is  trespas 

Af  fe  requeste  of*  fe  queen  |)af  kneele)>  heere 

And  eek*  of  Emelye  my  soster  deere  1820 
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And  36  schal  hope  anon  vnto  me  sweie 

That^  nenere  30  schal  my  cozoone  dere 

Ne  make  werre  ypon  me  niglif  ne  day 

BuV  'ben  my  frendes  in  aHe  J^af  ^e  may  1824 

I  y>u  foi^ine  fla  tiespas  en^ry  del 

And  ^ey  him  sworen  his  axing*  fair  and  wel 

And  him  of*  loidschipe  and  of  mercy  pieide 

And  he  hem  grannte]»  grace  and  pxia  he  seide  1828 

To  speke  of  naS  lynage  and  richesse 

^ngh  Jnt^  sche  were  a  queen'  or  a  pnncesse 

£ch  of  ^on  hofe  ia  warpj  douteles 

To  wedde  whan  tyme  is  but*  najieles  1832 

I  speke  as  for  my  suster  Emelye  / 

ffor  whom  ^e  hane  ]yis  strif  and  lalousie  [leaf  2e»  \mk] 

3e  wite  30iire  self  sche  may  not*  wedde  tuo 

Aif  oones  ]K>iigh  je  fighten  eueremo  1836 

That;*  oon  of  30U  al  be  him  lo])  or  leef 

He  moot;*  go  pyi>en  in  an  yuy  leef 

This  is  to  sey  sche  may  not*  haue  bo]>e 

Al  be  3e  nener  so  lalonse  ne  so  wroj^e  1840 

And  foi^^i  I  3on  patte  in  |;iB  degre 

That^  ech  of  30U  schal  haue  his  destine 

As  him  is  schape  and  kerkne)>  in  what*  wise 

Lo  heer  ^our  ende  of  yaif  I  schal  deuyse  /  1844 

Y  My  wil  is  fia  for  plat*  conclusiofk 

Wi^outen  eny  replicaciofi 

If  ^t  30W  like]»  take]?  it*  for  ]>e  beate  / 

Xhat^  euerych  of  30U  schal  gon  wher  him  leste  1848 

ffiely  wi]K)uten  Eaunceon  or  daunger 

And  ^1b  day  fifty  wykes  fer  ne  neer 

Enerich  of  ^ou  schal  bringe  an  hundred  knightes 

Armed  for  fe  lystes  yp  al  lightes  1852 

Al  ledy  to  darreyne  hir  by  bataile 

And  )ns  biheete  1 30U  wi^oute  fsdle 

Ypon  my  tron^e  and  as  I  am  a  knight* 

That*  whejier  of  30U  bo]>e  ]»f  haf  might*  1856 
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This  is  to  sein  ])af  whej^er  he  or  J>oa 

May  with  his  hundred  as  I  spak*  of  now 

Sle  his  contiarie  or  oaf  ui*  lystes  diyne 

That*  schal  I  jiue  Emelya  to  wyue 

To  whom  ))af  fortune  jeuejy  so  fair  a  grace 

The  lystes  schal  I  maken  in  J>is  place 

And  god  80  wislj  on  my  soule  rewe 

As  I  schal  euen  lugge  ben  and  trewe 

je  schal  non  o])er  eende  wijy  me  maken    ' 

]yat*  on  of*  jou  schal  ben  deed  or  taken 

And  if  30a  fmkep  ]>is  is  wel  y-sayed 

Sey  3our  avys  and  holdejy  30U  appaied 

This  is  jour  ende  and  jour  conclasiofi 

Who  loke])  lighty  now  but*  Palamon 

Who  springe])  vp  for  ioye  buf  arcite 

Wbo  cou]>e  telle  or  who  cou^e  it  endite 

The  ioye  pa,V  is  maked  in  ]>e  place 

Whan  Theseus  ha]>  don  so  fiur  a  grace 

Buf  doun  on  knees  wenf  eueiy  maner  wighf 

And  ])onked  him  wijy  aU:  here  herf  and  mighf 

And  namely  J^e  Thebanes  ofte  8i])e 

And  ])us  wi])  good  hope  and  wif  herte  bli])e 

They  take  ^eir  leue  and  homward  gon  fei  ride 

To  Thebes  with  olde  walles  wyde 


1860 


1864 


1868 


OaoffTJ 


1872 


1876 


1880 


[P4RT  III.    No  gap  in  the  M8.] 


I  trowe  men  wold  if  deme  necligence 
yf<  1  forjete  te  tellen  fe  dispense 
Of*  Theseus  Jaf  goj  so  busily 
To  maken  vp  J)e  lystes  ryally 
Thaf  such  a  noble  theatre  as  if  was 
I  dar  wel  seyn  in  ]pe  world  ])er  nas 
The  circuite  a  Mile  was  aboute 
Walled  of*  stoon  and  diched  al  wi]>oute 
Bound  was  pe  schap  in  maner  of*  compas 

CORPUS  54 


1884 


1888 


QBOUP   A.     §    S.    KNIOST^S  TAL&    CoipU  MB.         55 

fiiil  of*  d^rees  )w  heighte  of  sixty  paas 

Than  wban  a  man  was  sette  on  oo  degte 

He  lettede  nought*  bis  felawe  for  to  see  1892 

Estward  ^r  stood  a  gate  of  marbel  white 

Westward  right*  sonth  anojier  in  opposite 

And  schortly  to  conclude  such  a  place 

Wat  non  in  erj^e  as  in  so  litel  a  space  1896 

ffor  in  ye  lond  ^er  nas  no  crafty  man 

That^  Greometrie  or  ais  metiike  can 

J^e  purtreionr  ne  kemer  of  ymages 

That*  Thesens  ne  gain  him  mete  and  wages  190O 

The  Teatre  for  to  make  and  denyse 

And  for  to  don  his  rite  and  saciifise 

he  estwaid  hath  Tpon  ^e  gate  aboue 

In  worschip  of  Venus  ^e  goddesse  of  loue  1904 

Don  make  an  aater  and  an  oratorie 

And  of  ye  -westward  in  memorie  O^rr,  tack] 

Of  Mars  he  maked  hath  righf  such  ano^r 

That  coete  largely  of  gold  a  foj^er  1908 

And  northward  in  a  toref  on  ye  walle 

Of  alabaostre  whif  and  reed  coralle 

An  oxatori  riche  for  to  see 

In  worschip  of  Diane  of  chastite  1912 

hath.  Thesens  don  wrought*  in  noble  wise 

Bnl^  ^t^  hadde  I  f oigetyn  to  denyse 

ye  noble  peyntyng*  and  ye  portraitures 

The  Bchap  ye  contienance  and  ye  figures  1916 

Tha&  weren  in  yiae  oratories  ^re 

fferst^  in  ye  temple  of  venus  maisti  ^u  se 

Wrought*  in  ye  walle  ful  pitous  to  biholde 

The  broken  sleepes  and  ^e  sikes  oolde  1920 

ye  sacrede  teeres  and  ye  waymentyng* 

The  fyre  strokes  of  ye  desyring* 

That^  loues  seruantz  in  yis  lijf  enduren 

Hie  othes  ^t*  here  couenantz  ensuren  1924 

Plesanl^  and  hope  desir  fol-hardynesse 
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Beante  and  youj^e  bauderie  Kichesse 

Chatmes  and  force  lesynges  flaterie 

Dispense  bysynesse  and  lalonsie  1928 

Thaf  werede  of  yalow  of  gooldes  a  garlond 

And  a  cukkow  sittyng*  on  his  bond 

iTestes  instrumentz  karoles  daunces 

lust*  and  airay  and  att  fe  circumstances  1932 

Of*  loue  which  ]>at*  rekned  and  rekene  schal 

By  ordre  were  peynted  on  fe  wal 

And  mo  fan  I  can  make  of  menciofi 

ffor  sothly  al  fe  monf  of  Citheroft  1936 

Ther  venus  h&p  hir  principal  dwellyng* 

Was  schewed  on  ye  wal  in  portreying* 

Wi]»  al  fe  gardyn  and  ])e  lostynesse 

Kat*  was  forjeten  pe  porter  ydelnesse  1940 

JSTe  Narcisus  pe  faire  of  yore  agon 

l^e  yef  fe  folic  of  king*  Salomon  u*^m 

Ne  ^if  ]>e  grete  streng]>e  of  Hercules 

Thenchauntementz  of  Medea  and  Circes  1944 

Ne  of  Tumus  wi])  fe  hardy  fiers  corrago 

The  riche  Crysus  kaytif  in  seruage  / 

Thus  may  je  seen  )»af  wisdom  ne  richesse 

Beaute  ne  sleighte  streng]>e  ne  hardynesse  /  1948 

Ne  may  wi))  venus  holds  champartye 

ffor  as  hire  lisf  ]>e  world  Jeanne  may  sche  gye 

lo  att  Jiise  folk*  so  kaughf  were  in  here  lace 

Til  J)ei  for  woo  ful  offce  seyde  allase  1952 

Suffiseth  here  ensamples  oon  or  tuo 

And  ]>ough  I  cou|>e  rekne  a  J^ousand  mo 

The  statue  of  venus  glorious  for  to  see 

Was  inaked  fleet3mg<  in  ^e  large  see  1956 

And  fro  pe  nauel  doun  al  couered  was 

Wi|y  wawes  greene  and  bright*  as  eny  glas 

O  citole  in  hir  right*  bond  hadde  sche  / 

And  on  hire  heed  ful  semely  for  to  see  1960 

A  rose  garlond  freissch  and  wel  smellynge 
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Abone  hii  heed  her  donfes  flykeiynge 

Bifom  hire  stoode  hir  sone  Cupido 

Tpon  his  schuldenies  wenges  hadde  he  tno  1964 

And  blynd  he  was  as  it*  is  ofte  seene  / 

A  howe  he  bar  and  arwes  biighf  and  keene 

Whi  schnlde  I  ncmghl^  as  wel  eek*  telle  ]»e  halle 

The  purtraitDie  ]raif  was  Tpon  fe  walle  /  1968 

Wijyinne  J^e  temple  o^  mighty  mars  fe  reede 

Al  peynted  was  fe  wal  in  lengjye  and  brede  / 

lib  to  ^  eestres  ot  ye  grisly  place 

That*  hij^  fe  grete  temple  of^  Mais  in  trace  1972 

In  Jnlke  colde  frosty  regionn 

Ther  as  Mars  h&p  his  son^raigne  mansiotm 

firsts  on  pe  wal  was  peynted  a  foreste 

In  which  fer  dwelled  ney^er  man  ne  beste  1976 

"Wi^  Imotty  knany  bareyne  trees  olde 

Of  Stabbes  scharpe  and  hidoos  to  biholde/  Vmin,  \mtk] 

In  which  ^r  ran  a  Eombel  in  a  swon^ 

And  ]>oiiglit*  a  storm  schulde  biesten  euery  boug&        1980 

And  donnwaid  from  an  hnil'  ynder  a  bente 

Ther  stood  fe  temple  of*  mars  armypotente 

Wion^^t*  all:  of  burned  steel  of*  which  pentre 

Was  long*  and  streyf  and  gastly  for  to  see  1984 

And  fer  ont^  cam  a  rage  and  such  a  yese 

That*  it  made  alt  fe  gates  for  to  rese 

The  northeme  lighf  in  atte  dores  schone 

ffor  wyndowe  on  pe  watt  ne  was  ]}er  none  1988 

Thomgh  which  men  mighte  eny  lighf  disceme 

The  dores  waren  att  of  Atthemanf  et«me 

ychenchede  onertwart*  and  endlong* 

Wi^  Iren  towg^  and  for  to  make  it*  strong*  1992 

'Euery  piler  fe  temple  to  sustene 

Was  tonne  gret*  of  Iren  bright*  and  scheene 

Ther  say  I  ferst^  fe  derk*  ymagynynge 

Of  felonye  and  al  fe  compassynge  1996 

The  crael  Ire  reed  as  eny  glede 
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The  pykpuis  and  eek*  ^q  pale  drede 

The  Bmyler  wij)  pe  knyf"  vnder  J?e  cloke 

The  schepene  brennyng*  wip  pe  blake  smoke  2000 

The  tresonn  of  pQ  morthering*  in  pQ  'bedde 

The  open  werre  wip  wonndes  ait  bibledde 

Contek<  vnp  bloodj  knyf*  and  scharp  manace 

Al  fal  of*  schrikyngi  was  y&if  sory  place  2004 

The  slcer  of*  himself*  yet*  saugh  I  ]>ere 

His  herte.hath  ba]ied  al  his  here 

The  nayl  y-diyuen  in  J^e  schood  on  nig!hf 

The  colde  deth  vrip  mou])  gapende  ypiight  2008 

Amyddes  of*  ]>e  temple  sat*  meschafice 

With  disconfort*  and  sory  contenafice 

yef  saugh  I  woodnesse  langhyng*  in  his  rage 

Armed  compleint  /  ouf  hees  and  feeis  outrage  2012 

The  karoigne  in  fe  busk*  wijj  piote  y-korue 

A  ))ousand  y-slayn  and  nought*  of*  qualme  y-storue      pMf  fl»i 

The  Tiraunt*  with  his  preye  his  force  thiaste  / 

The  toun  destroied  ])eT  was  no])ing<  lafte  2016 

yet*  saugh  I  brent*  ]ye  schippes  hoppestereres 

The  hunte  strangled  "wip  pe  wilde  breeres  / 

The  sowe  freten  pe  child  rights  in  pe  cradel 

The  Cook"  Lscalded  for  al  his  longe  ladel  2020 

ITought*  was  forgeten  by  J>e  infortune  of*  marte  / 

The  carter  ouer-Eiden  wi])  his  carte 

vnder  pe  wheel  ful  iowe  he  lay  a  doun 

Ther  were  also  of*  martis  diuisioun  2024 

The  harbour  and  J^e  bocher  and  pe  smith 

That*  forge])  scharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith 

And  alt  aboue  depeynted  in  a  toure 

Baugh  1  conqueste  in  gret*  honoure  2028 

With  pe  scharpe  swerd  ouer  his  heed 

Hangynge  by  a  subtyl  twyned  ]}reed 

Depeynted  was  pe  slaughtre  of*  lulius 

Of*  grete  Nero  and  of*  Anthonius  2032 

Al  be  ])af  ilke  time  ])ei  were  vnbom 
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3et^  ivas  hire  deth  depeynted  ^er  bifom 

By  manasyng*  at  mars  riglit*  by  figuie 

80  was  it^  scbewed  light  in  faif  purtieitaie  2036 

As  is  depeynted  in  ]>e  sertres  aboae 

"Who  schal  be  slain  or  elles  deed  for  lone 

Suffice^  oon  ensample  in  stoiies  olde 

I  may  not*  lekne  hem  alls  fonfjti  I  wolde  2040 

The  statue  of  macs  ypon  a  carte  stood 

Aimed  and  loked  grym  as  he  weve  wood 

And  oner  his  heed  fer  schinej^  too  figaies 

Of  steiies  ^f  ben  closed  in  smptiues  2044 

That^  oon  Paella  ^at  o]«r  Rubens 

This  god  of  armes  was  anayed  ^m 

A  wolf  ^r  stood  bifbm  him  af  his  f eete 

Wi^  eighen  leede  and  of  a  man  he  eete  2048 

"Wi^  subtifi  penseil:  was  depeynted  Jds  stone  / 

In  redoatyng*  of  man  and  of  his  glorie  Oatf  m,  teoki 

^ow  to  pe  temple  of  Diane  ye  chaste  / 

Aa  schortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste  2052 

To  telle  ^on  aK  fe  discripciotm 

Depeynted  ben  fe  waUes  Tp  and  doun 

0£*  hnntyng*  and  of  schamefasf  chastite 

Ther  sang^  I  how  wofol  Calistope  2056 

Whan  faif  Diane  agrened  was  with  here 

Was  tomed  fro  a  womman  til  a  here  /  Y  Vmaiaior 

And  after  was  sche  maad  )w  loode-sterre 

pOB  was  sche  peynted  I  can  ^on  seye  no  ferre  2060 

Hire  sone  is  eek*  a  stene  as  men  may  se 

Ther  sangh  I  dane  tomed  til  a  tree 

I  mene  nat*  fe  goddesse  Diane 

Bat<  Penneos  donghter  which  ]Mif  highte  Dane  2064 

f  Ther  sangh  I  accheon  an  herte  y-maked 

fibr  yengance  ^t*  he  saugh  Diane  al  naked 

I  sangh  how  psif  his  honndes  bane  him  caught*/ 

and  iieten  him  for  ]yaf  pei  knewe  him  naught  2068 

yet  ypeynted  was  a  litel  forj^ere  more  / 
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how  atthalance  hounted  pe  wilde  bore 

And  Meliagie  and  many  ano]>er  mo 

ffoT  which  Diane  wrought*  him  care  and  wo  2072 

Ther  sangh  I  many  ano]»er  storie  / 

The  which  me  list*  naf  drawe  to  memorie  / 

%  This  goddess^  on  an  herf  M  wel  hiegh  seet^ 

Wi)y  smale  honndes  alt  aboute  hir  feet  2076 

And  ynder  nej^e  hire  feef  sche  hadde  a  moone 

Wexynge  it  was  and  schulde  wanye  soone 

In  gaude  greene  hir  statue  eloped  was 

Wi^  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  in  a  caas  2080 

Hir  eyhen  caste  sche  ful  lowe  a  doun 

Ther  Pluto  h&p  his  derke  regioun 

A  womman  trauaillynge  was  hire  bifom 

But*  for  hire  childe  so  longe  was  ynbom  2084 

fful  pitou[8]ly  lucyna  gan  sche  calle 

And  seyde  helpe  for  ^ou  maysf  best*  of  all^  [iMfao] 

Wel  cou])e  he  peynte  lifly  faf  if  wrougtef 

"Wip  many  a  flore3me  he  pe  hewes  boughf  2088 

"Now  ben  piae  hstes  maad  an  Theseus 

Thaf  af  his  grete  cost*  arraied  thus 

The  temples  and  pQ  Theatres  euerydel 

Whan  it<  was  don  him  liked  wonder  wel  2092 

%  But  stynte  I  wol  of  Theseus  alite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  arcite 

The  day  approche]?  and  hir  retomynge 

That*  eueriche  scholde  an  hundred  knightes  bringe      2096 

The  bataille  to  darrayne  as  I  30U  tolde 

And  til  athenes  hire  couenanf  for  to  holde 

Ha])  eu^rych  of  hem  broughf  an  .C.  knightes 

Wel  armed  for  pe  werre  af  alia  rigbtes  2100 

And  sikerly  per  trowed  many  a  man 

ft 

Thaf  neuer  Bippen  p&V  pe  world  bigan 

Thaf  for  to  speke  of  knighthode  of  here  bond 

As  ferre  as  god  ha])  maked  see  or  lond  2104 

Kas  of  80  fewe  so  noble  a  companye 
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ffor  euerj  wi^t*  ^t*  loaed  chiualiie 

Antl  -wolde  Mb  ]«iikes  haue  a  passant^  name 

Ha]i  preyed  ^at*  he  miglite  ben  of*  y&if  game  2108 

A  wel  yns  him  ]>ai^  ^r  to  chosen  was  / 

ffoT  i^  fer  fille  to  morwe  such  a  caas 

^  knowe  wel  ^t*  eaeiy  Insty  knight* 

That^  looe^  paramours  and  ha^  his  might*  2112 

Were  it^  in  Ingelond  or  elles  where 

Thei  wolde  here  J^ankes  wihien  to  be  fere 

To  fighte  for  a  ladj  benedicite 

It*  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see  2116 

And  rights  so  ferden  yej  with  Falamon 

With  him  fer  wente  knightes  mauy  on 

Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habergeon 

And  in  a  brest*  plate  and  in  a  hght*  lepon  21 20 

And  some  wol  hane  a  paire  plates  large 

And  som^  wil  haue  a  pmce  scheld  or  a  targe  panf »,  bide] 

Som  wol  ben  armed  on  lus  legges  wel 

and  hane  an  axe  and  som  a  mace  of*  steel  2124 

Ther  nys  no  newe  gyse  |)af  if  nas  olde 

Armed  were  )«i  as  I  haue  30U  tolde 

Euerich  after  his  opynioun 

Ther  maystow  see  comyng*  wi)»  Palamoii  2128 

ligoige  himself*  ye  grete  king*  of^  trace 

Blak*  was  his  herd  and  manly  was  his  face 

The  oercles  of*  his  yhen  in  his  heede 

Thei  gloweden  bitwise  yelow  and  rede  2132 

And  lik*  a  griffofi  loked  he  aboute 

With  kempe  heres  on  his  browes  stoute 

his  lymes  grete  his  braunes  harde  and  strong* 

bis  schuldemes  brode  his  armes  round  and  long*  2136 

And  as  fe  gyse  was  in  his  cuntre 

ffdl  heighe  ypon  a  chaar  of*  gold  stood  he 

Wi^  foure  white  boles  in  ])e  trays 

In  stede  of^  cote  armour  ouer  his  hamays  2140 

'Wijf  nayles  yelowe  and  bright*  as  eny  goldo 
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he  hadde  a  berskynne  coleblak*  for  olde 

his  longe  her  was  kembed  byhynde  his  bak* 

As  enj  rauenes  fefer  it*  schon  for  blak*  21 44 

A  wre]}e  of<  gold  arme  gret*  of*  huge  weighte 

ypon  his  heed  sette  ful  of^  stones  brighte 

Of  fyne  Eubies  and  of*  Diamantz 

Aboute  his  chaar  ))er  wente  wif  Alantz  2148 

Twenty  and  mo  as  gret  as  eny  steere 

To  hunten  atte  leozi  or  ])e  deeie 

And  f olwed  him  with  mosel  fast*  y-boonde 

Goleies  of  gold  and  torettes  filed  rounde  2152 

An  C.  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 

Armed  ful  wel  wi^  hertes  steme  and  stoute 

IT  With  arcita  in  stories  as  men  fynde 

The  grete  Emetreus  J^e  king«  of)  Inde  2156 

ypon  a  steede  bay  trapped  in  steel 

Couered  in  cloth  of  gold  diapred  weel  Omf  si} 

Com  ndyng*  lyk*  pe  god  of  armes  mars 

His  cote  armure  was  of  cloj)  of  Tars  21  GO 

Couched  with  perles  whif  and  round  and  grete  / 

His  sadel  was  of  brent  gold  newe  I  bete 

A  mantelet*  ypon  his  schuldern  hangynge 

Bret*  ful  of  Eubyes  reede  as  fyr  sparclynge  2164 

His  ciispe  her  lik*  rynges  was  I-ronne 

And  ]7af  was  yelow  and  glitering*  as  pQ  soring 

His  nose  was  highe  his  eyen  bright*  Cytryn 

His  lippes  rounde  his  colour  was  sanguyn  2168 

A  fewe  frakenes  in  his  face  ynspreynd 

Betwixe  yelow  and  somdel  blak*  y-meynd 

And  as  a  leoil  he  his  lokyng*  caste 

Of  fyue  and  twenty  jeer  his  age  I  caste  2172 

His  herd  was  wel  begonne  for  to  springe 

His  Yoys  was  as  a  trompe  thunderinge 

ypon  his  heed  he  wered  a  laurer  grene 

A  garland  freissche  and  lusty  for  to  seene  21 76 

ypon  his  hand  he  bar  for  his  deduyt* 
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Axi  £gle  tame  as  eny  lilie  whit* 

An  C  lordes  hadde  he  with  him  ^ere 

Alt'  armed  sane  her  heedes  in  al  here  geie  2180 

ffal  richely  in  aHe  maner  Jyinges 

fToT  troste]}  wel  ^f  Dnkes  Erles  kjnges. 

Were  gadied  in  Jris  noble  companje 

ffor  lone  and  for  encrees  of*  chiualrie  2184 

aboute  ^ia  king*  ^er  ran  on  euery  part* 

ffbl  many  a  tame  leofi  and  lepart 

And  in  fia  wise  ^ise  lordes  a]}  and  some 

Sen  on  fe  soneday  to  pe  Cite  come  2188 

Abonte  prime  and  in  fe  toun  alig&te 

This  Theseos  fis  Dnk*  ])is  wor]^i  knighte 

Whan  he  hadde  brought^  hem  in  to  his  Cite 

And  Inned  hem  eaerich  af  his  degre  /  2192 

He  feste^  hem  and  do^  so  gret*  labour 

To  eeeen  hem  and  don  hem  att  honour  n«ftf  si,  tack] 

Thaf  yef  men  wene^  ^f  no  mannes  wif 

O^  non  estat*  ne  cou^e  amenden  it  /  2196 

The  menstralcye  ye  sandse  atte  feste 

The  giete  3iftes  to  ye  meste  and  leste 
*  The  ziche  array  of*  Theseus  Paleys 

Ne  who  sat^  fersf  ne  lasf  vpon  ^e  deys  2200 

What^  ladies  fairesf  ben  or  best*  daxmsynge 

Or  which  oi>  hem  can  best*  daunsen  or  synge/ 

Ke  who  most*  felynglik*  speke]^  of*  loue 

What*  hankes  sitten  on  ye  perche  aboue  /  2204 

What*  houndes  liggen  on  ye  flor  adoun 

Of  aft  ]ns  make  I  now  no  mencioim 

But*  alle  ])effecte  Jrat*  ^inkejy  me  ye  beste 

Now  comey  ye  poynf  and  herkne^  if*  ^ou  lesf  2208 

Y  The  sonday  night  ar  day  bigan  to  springe 

Whan  Palamon  ye  larke  herde  synge 

Al  you^  it  /  nere  nought*  day  by  houres  tuo 

3et*  song*  ye  larke  and  Palamon  righf  )k>  2212 

Wi^  holy  herte  and  with  an  heigh  corage 
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He  ros  to  wenden  on  Ids  pilgrimage 

Ynto  pe  blisfol  Citharea  benigne 

I  mene  Venus  honorable  and  digne 

And  in  here  houre  he  walke])  for])  a  paas 

vnto  ]>e  lystes  ]>er  hire  temple  was 

And  doiin  he  knele]>  and  ynp  humble  chere 

And  herte  sore  he  seyde  as  30  schal  heere 

IT  flDairest*  of«  faire  0  lady  myn  Venus 

Doughter  to  loue  and  spouse  to  Vulcanus 

Thou  glader  of*  ye  mount*  of  Citherofi 

ffor  ])ilke  loue  ])0U  haddesf  to  adon 

Haue  pite  of  my  bittre  teeres  smerte  / 

and  tak*  m3m  humble  preier  at*  pm  herte 

Alias  I  ne  haue  no  langage  to  telle  / 

Theffectes  ne  ]>e  torment  of*  myn  helle 

M3m  herte  may  my»  harmes  nought*  bewreye 

I  am  so  confuse  pat*  I  can  not*  seye 

But*  mercy  lady  bright*  pat*  knowest*  wele 

My  poughf  and  seest*  what*  harmes  pat*  I  feele 

Considere  al  pis  and  rewe  vpon  my  soore 

As  wisly  as  I  schal  for  euermore 

Emforth  my  myghf  pi  trewe  seruaiit*  be 

And  holden  werre  alwey  wip  chastite 

That*  I  make  myn  avow  so  30  me  helpe 

I  keepe  nought*  of*  armes  for  to  yelpe 

Ne  I  ne  axe  nought*  to  morwe  to  haue  ^ictorie 

Ne  renoi/n  in  pis  caas  ne  veine  glorie 

Of*  pris  of*  armes  blowen  yp  and  doun 

But*  I  wolde  haue  fully  possessioun 

Of*  emelye  and  dye  in  pi  seruise 

ifynde  yow  pe  maner  how  and  in  what*  wise 

I  recche  naf  but  it*  may  bettre  be 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  or  pel  of*  me 

So  pat*  I  may  haue  my  lady  in  myn  armes 

ffor  pough  so  be  pat*  mars  is  god  of*  armes 

youre  vertue  is  so  gret*  in  heuen  aboue 
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That*  i^  yow  list^  I  scbal  wel  liaue  my  lone 

Thy  temple  wil  I  woiscliipe  eueimo 

An  on  ^in  auter  ^het  I  ride  or  go  2252 

I  viL  don  sacrifice  and  feeies  beete 

And  i^  3e  wol  not^  so  my  lady  sweete 

Than  pray  I  pe  to  morwe  with  a  sperc 

fhV  andte  me  Jmigh  fe  herte  here  225G 

Than  lekke  I  nat^  whan  I  haue  lost*  my  lyf< 

^ogh  ^t*  arcite  "wynne  hir  to  his  wyf 

This  is  ^ffect*  and  ende  of^  my  pieyere 

yi^  me  my  lone  (on  blisfnl  lady  deere  2260 

Whan  ]ie  orisofi  was  don  of  Palamon 

his  sacrifise  lie  dide  and  J»af  anon 

ffal  pitotisly  wij»  all^  circumstances 

Al  telle  I  not^  as  now  his  ohe^roances  2264 

But  atte  laste  fe  Statue  of^  Venus  schook* 

And  made  a  signs  wherhy  })af  he  took*  dm/ tt,iMok] 

That*  his  prayer  accepted  was  (at  day 

ffor  (ough  (e  signe  schewed  a  delay  2268 

3it^  wist'  he  weel  (at*  grounted  was  his  boone 

And  with  glad  herte  he  went  him  home  ful  soone 

The  (ridde  hour  inequal  (at*  Palamon 

Bigan  to  venus  temple  for  to  gon  2272 

▼p  looe  (e  Sonne  and  yp  roos  Emelye 

And  to  (e  temple  ot  Diane  gan  hye 

Hir  maydenes  (at*  (ider  with  hir  ladde 

fiTul  ledily  with  hem  (e  fyr  (ey  hadde  2276 

Thencens  (e  clo(es  and  (e  remenant  all: 

That*  to  (e  sacrifice  longen  schall' 

The  homes  full:  of  methe  as  was  (e  gise 

Ther  lacked  naf  to  do  hir  sacrifise  2280 

Smokyng*  (e  temple  ful  of*  clo(es  faire 

This  Emelye  with  herte  debonaire 

Hiie  body  [weesh]  with  (e  water  of  a  welle 

Bat^  how  ache  dide  hire  rite  I  dar  not*  telle  2284 

Sat'  it^  be  eny  (ing*  in  general 
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And  }it*  if  were  a  game  to  here  if  al 

To  him  that*  meneip  wel  it  nere  no  charge 

But*  it  is  good  a  man  be  af  his  large  2288 

hire  hrighte  heer  was  kempf  vntressed  al 

A  Corone  of  a  grene  oke  Serial 

vpon  hire  heed  sef  fol  faire  and  mete 

Tuo  fyres  on  fe  auter  gan  sche  beete  2292 

And  dede  hire  ^inges  as  men  may  biholde 

In  Stace  of>  Thebes  and  ]yise  bookes  olde 

Whan  kyndled  was  ^e  fyr  wi])  pitous  cheere 

Tnto  Diane  sche  spak*  as  je  may  heere  229G 

0  chaste  goddesse  of  fe  woodes  greene 

To  whom  bo)>e  heuen  and  er]>e  and  see  is  seene 

Queen  of  fe  regno  of  Pinto  dirk*  and  lowe 

Goddesse  of  maydenes  paf  myn  herte  hast*  knowe       2300 

fiFdl  many  a  yeer  and  wosf  what*  I  deure 

As  keepe  me  fro  fi  vengance  and  ]>in  Ire  petfts] 

That*  attheon  aboughte  cruelly 

Chaste  goddesse  wel  wosf  J)oa  ^af  I  2304 

Desyre  to  ben  a  mayde  aH:  my  lif 

Ke  nener  wol  I  be  no  loue  ne  w\jf 

1  am  ]k)u  wosf  jif  of  fj  compaignie 

A  maiden  and  loue  huntyng*  and  Tenerie  2308 

And  for  to  walken  in  the  woodes  wilde 

And  noughf  to  ben  a  wijf  and  be  wi|)  childe 

Koughf  wol  I  knowe  compaignie  of  man 

Kow  helpe  me  lady  si])|«  je  may  and  can  2312 

ffor  pe  ])re  formes  f&if  ^ou  hasf  in  the 

• 

And  Falamon  paf  ha^  swich  loue  to  me 

And  eek*  arcite  |>af  loue])  me  so  sore 

This  grace  I  preye  30W  wi^oute  more  2316 

And  sende  loue  and  pees  bitwize  hem  tuo 

And  fro  me  tome  awey  here  hertes  to 

Thaf  alt  here  hoote  loue  and  here  desire 

And  ail  here  besy  tormenf  and  here  fire  2320 

Be  queynf  or  tomed  in  ano]>er  place 
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And  if  80  be  ^u  vrol¥  not^  do  me  grace 

Or  if  my  destyne  be  schape  so 

That  I  schal  needes  haue  oon  of  hem  tao  2324 

As  sende  me  him  thaf  mosf  desireth  me 

Biholde  goddesse  of*  clene  chastite 

The  bittre  teeres  ^af  on  my  cheekes  falle 

8yn  ^ou  art^  maiden  and  kep^re  of  vs  all^  2328 

My  maydenhode  ]k>ti  kepe  and  wel  conserue 

And  irbil  I  lyne  a  maide  I  wol  ^on  serae 

f  The  files  hiennen  ypo  ^  auter  cleer 

ynai  !&nelye  was  Jms  in  hire  preyer  2332 

But*  aodeinly  sche  sangh  a  sigbte  qneynte 

fibr  ngbt*  anon  on  of  fe  fyres  queynte 

And  qniked  agayn  and  after  ])at^  anon 

That^  0^1  fjt  was  qneint  and  al  a-gon  2336 

And  as  it*  qneinte  if  made  a  whistlinge 

As  don  ^eae  wete  brondes  in  here  brennynge  /      umn,  bMki 

And  at*  fe  brondes  ende  oaf  ran  anon 

Ab  it  were  bloody  dropes  many  on  2340 

ffor  irbich  so  sore  a-gast  was  Emelye 

Thaf  sche  was  fol  ny  mad  and  gan  to  crie 

ffor  sche  oe  wiste  whaf  it  signefied 

Bnf  oonly  for  ye  feer  fuB  ha])  sche  cried  2344 

And  weepe  ]»f  it  was  pite  for  to  heere 

And  ^  with  al  Diane  gan  appeere 

With  bows  in  hand  righf  as  an  hnnteresse 

And  seyde  donghter  stynf  ^in  henynesse  2  348 

Among*  ^  goddes  heigh  it  is  afifermed 

And  by  eteme  word  writen  and  confenned 

« 

Thou  schalf  be  wedded  vnto  oon  of  j)0 

^ban for  ^  So  mochel  care  and  wo  2352 

And  vnto  which  of  hem  I  may  nof  telle 

fliuswel  for  I  ne  may  no  lenger  dwelle 

Th«  fyres  which  faf  on  mjrn  auter  brenne 

^^  fe  declare  ar  ^f  ^e  gon  henne  /  2356 

Thin  anenture  of  lone  as  in  J)is  caas 
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And  wi])  ])at<  word  J)e  arwes  in  ]?e  caas 

Of  ]>e  goddesse  clateren  faste  and  lynge 

And  foTp  Bche  wente  and  made  a  vanysscbynge 

ffor  which  ]>is  Emelye  astoned  was 

And  seide  what*  amonte]>  ^is  alias 

I  putte  me  in  ^i  protecciofi 

Diane  and  in  ^i  disposiciofi 

And  home  sche  go]>  anon  ]>e  nexte  weye 

This  is  ^effecte  ^er  nys  namore  to  seye 

The  nexte  hour  of*  mars  folwynge  ])is 

Aicite  Ynto  j^e  temple  walked  is 

Of<  fieis  mais  to  don  his  sacrifbe 

Wip  eXt  fe  rites  of*  his  payen  wise 

Wip  pitous  herf  and  heigh  deuocioil 

Bighf  ]»us  to  mars  he  seide  his  orison 

0  stronge  god  ]>at*  in  pQ  regnes  colde  / 
Of*  trace  honoured  arf  and  lord  y-holde 
And  hasf  in  euery  xegne  and  eueiy  londe 
Of*  armes  al  pe  bridel  in  pin  honde. 
And  hem  fortunest*  as  pe  lest*  deuyse 
Accepte  of*  me  my  pitous  sacrifise  / 

If*  so  be  ^at*  my  youthe  may  deserue 
And  p&V  I  mighte  be  worthy  for  to  serue 
Thy  godhede  )>at*  I  may  ben  oon  of*  ^ine 
Than  pray  I  ])e  to  rewe  vpon  my  pyne 
fifor  pilke  pyne  and  pilke  hoote  fyre 
In  which  J)OU  whilom  brendest*  for  desire 
Whan  ]>at*  pou  vsedest*  ))i  beaute 
Of*  faire  jonge  freissche  Venus  free  /  * 
And  haddest*  hire  in  armes  at*  J^i  wille 
Al  pOMgh  pe  oones  on  a  tyme  mysfille  / 
Whan  Walcanus  hadde  caught*  ]>e  in  his  laas 
And  fond  pe  ligging*  by  his  wijf*  alias 
ffor  pUke  sorwe  ^at*  was  in  ^in  herte 
B[aue  TOVLpe  as  wel  vpon  my  peynes  smerte 

1  am  yong*  and  vnconnyng*  as  j>ou  west* 
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Ajid  as  I  tiowe  with  lone  offended  moost 

That*  eaeT  was  ony  lyues  cieature 

fibr  ache  faif  doth  me  alt  f\a  woo  endure  2396- 

Ke  Tecclie]»  nener  wher  I  synke  or  fleete 

And  wel  I  woot^  ar  sche  me  mercy  heete 

X  moot^  wi^  8treng]»e  wynne  hire  in  pe  place 

And  wel  I  wooii>  wijK>ate  helpe  or  grace  2400 

Of*  ^  ne  may  my  streng^e  nought*  auaile 

Than  helpe  me  lord  to  morwe  in  my  bataille 

ffor  fUke  fyi  ]iaf  whilom  hrente  fe 

As  wel  as  ^ilke  fir  now  brenne]»  me  2404 

And  do  ^t*  I  to  morwe  haue  yictoiie 

Myn  he  fe  tnraaQe  and  ]nn  he  ]>i  glorie  / 

Thy  soaerein  temple  wil  I  most*  honouren 

Of  eny  place  and  alwey  mosf  labonren  2408 

In  pi  plesanoe  and  in  pi  craftes  stronge 

And  in  )d  temple  I  wil  my  baner  honge,  n«tf  m,  b^] 

And  afl:  fe  armes  of  my  companye 

And  en^remo  vnto  til  ]»af  day  I  dye  2412 

Eteme  fire  I  wol  byfore  fe  fynde 

And  eek*  to  fia  avow  I  wil  me  bynde 

My  herd  myn  here  ^t*  longe^  longe  a  doun) 

Thal^  neuer  3et^  ne  felte  offensiotm  '  2416 

Of  rasonr  nor  of  schere  I  wil  fe  yiue 

And  ben  fi  trewe  s^roanf  whil  I  Hne 

Now  lord  haue  rou^  vpon  my  sorwes  sore 

If  me  ^  Tictorie  I  axe  fe  namore  2420 

iT  The  preyer  stynte  of  Arcita  pe  stronge 

The  rynges  on  the  temple  dore  ]»af  honge 

And  eek*  fe  dores  clateren  M  faste, 

Of  which  arcita  somwliaf  him  agaste  2424 

pe  fyies  brenden  vp  fe  auter  brighf 

That*  it*  gan  al  fe  temple  for  to  light* 

And  sweete  smel  the  ground  anon  yp  yaf 

And  arcita  anon  his  hand  yp  haf  2428 

And  more  encense  in  to  ^  fir  he  caste 
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With  opre  rites  moo  and  atte  laste 

The  statuf  of  mars  bigan  his  hauberk*  lyi^ 

And  with  ]>e  soun  he  herd  a  monnoiinge  2432 

fipul  lowe  and  djm  Jiaf  sejde  ]>is  victorie 

fifor  which  he  ^af*  to  mars  honour  and  glorie 

And  J)us  with  ioye  and  hope  wel  to  fare 

Arcite  anon  ynto  his  Inne  is  fare  2436 

As  fayn  as  foul  is  of  ])e  brighte  sonne 

And  righf  anon  such  strif  is  bygoime 

ffor  ])ilke  grauntyng*  in  ^e  heuen  aboue 

Bitwixe  venus  ^e  goddesse  of  loue  2440 

And  Mars  Jra  steme  god  armipotent 

That*  lubiter  was  besj  it  to  stent/ 

Til  ]iaf  fe  pale  Satumus  fe  colde 

Thaf  knewe  so  many  of  auentures  olde  2444 

ffond  in  his  olde  experience  an  arte 

That*  he  ful  sone  ha]y  plesed  euery  parte  /  Einf  ss] 

A  so])  is  seyde  elde  ha])  gref  auantage 

In  eelde  is  bo]>e  wisdom  and  vsage  /  -2448 

Men  may  ]>e  olde  af  renne  and  noughf  a-trede 

Satume  anoon  to  stynte  strif  and  drede 

Al  be  it  ^af  if  is  agayn  his  kinde' 

Of  aK  ]>is  strif  he  gan  remedye  fynde  2452 

My  deere  doughter  Venus  quod  Satume 

My  cours  ]yaf  ha])  so  wide  for  to  tume 

Ha])  more  power  ])an  wof  any  man 

Myn  is  ))e  drynclyng^  in  )»e  see  so  wan  2456 

Myn  is  fe  prisofl  in  ])e  derke  cote 

Myn  is  ])e  straSgle  and  hangyng*  by  jfd  ftoie 

The  murmure  and  ^e  cherles  rebellinge 

The  gronyng*  and  ])e  priue  empnsonynge  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  plein  correcciofl 

Wil  I  dwelle  in  ])e  eigne  of  pe  leojl 

Myn  is  pe  ruine  of  fe  hihe  bailee 

The  feillyngf  of  pe  toures  and  of  pe  walles  2464 

vpon  pe  mynour  and  pQ  Carpenter 
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I  sloagh  Sampson  schakynge  pe  piler 

And  myne  ben  fe  maladies  colde 

y^  derke  tresons,  and  fe  castes  olde  2468 

my  lokyng*  is  ^e  fader  of  ])estilence 

Now  ireep  namore  I  sehal  don  diligence 

Thaf^  Palamon  ^at^  is  pin  owne  knighf 

Schal  bane  his  lady  as  you  him  bihig&f  2472 

Tbongb  mars  scbal  belpe  bis  kniglif  jet*  naj^es 

Betwixe  30W  ^er  moot^  be  som  tyme  pees 

Aft  be  ^e  nongbt*  bo^  of^  00  complexiofi 

That^  caxisep  alday  swich  dinision  2476 

I  am  yijL  ayell  ledy  at*  ^i  wille 

Weepe  now  namore  I  wil  pi  lust*  fiiMlle 

IF  ^ow  wol  I  stente  of  pe  goddes  aboue 

Of  mars  and  of  yenus  goddesses  of  lone  2480 

And  telle  ycrw  as  pleioly  as  I  can 

The  grete  effecf'for  which  J»t  I  bygan  vmtu,  back] 

[PAET  IV.     No  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Gret^  was  )»  feste  in  Athenes  ]»af  day 

And  eek*  )iat^  lusty  sesoun  of  ^f  may  2484 

Hade  eneiy  knights  to  ben  in  such  plesance 

That*  al  ])af  monday  ioustne  ^ei  and  daunce 

And  spend  in  heigh  venus  semise 

But*  by  \e  cause  J^at*  ^ai  scholde  rise  2488 

£dy  for  to  seen  pQ  grete  fight 

vnto  here  reste  wente  pei  at  night* 

And  on  the  morwe  whan  |»at  day  gan  springe, 

Of  hors  and  barneys  noyse  and  clateringe  2492 

Ther  was  in  hosteUeries  al  aboute 

And  to  yQ  paleys  rood  ^er  many  a  route 

Of  lordes  ypon  steedes  and  palfreys 

Ther  maystow  seen  diuisyng*  of  barneys  2496 

80  Tnconth  and  so  riche  wrought*  so  wel 

Of  goldsmyihrie  of  broudyng*  and  of  steel 
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pe  scheelde  brighf  testeres  and  trappmes 

Gold  hewen  helmes  hauberkes  cote  annures  2500 

loides  in  paiamentz  on  here  couiseies 

Knightes  of  Retenu  and  eek*  sqnieies 

Kaylingi  ]>e  speres  and  helmes  bocljng* 

Gydyng<  of*  Bcheldes  wij)  layners  lasyng*  2504 

There  as  neede  is  fei  were  no]»ing<  ydel 

The  fomy  steedes  on  ye  goldene  bridel 

Gnawen  and  faste  ^e  armureres  also  / 

Wi]>  file  and  hamer  priking*  to  and  firo  /  2508 

yomen  on  foote  and  comunes  many  oon 

Wip  schorte  staues  pikke  as  ]>ey  may  gon 

Fypes  trompes  nakers  Clariouns 

That*  in  jte  bataille  blowe  bloody  sownes  2512 

The  paleys  fill  of  poeples  vp  and  doun 

Here  ])re  j>ere  ten  holdyng*  here  qnestiotoi 

Dynynyng*  of  ^ise  Thebane  knightes  tuo 

Som  seide  ^ns  som  seide  it  schal  be  so  2516 

Som  holden  with  him  with  pe  blake  berde 

Som  wij)  pe  balled  som  with  pe  J^ikke  herde  OMiaei 

Som  seide  he  loked  giym  and  he  wold  fighte 

He  h&f  a  Sparth  of  xx.  pound  of  highte  2520 

Thus  was  pQ  halle  ful  of  diuinyng* 

longe  after  ^at*  pe  sonne  gan  to  spring* 

The  grete  Theseus  ]>at<  of  his  sleep  awaked 

Wi]>  menstralcye  and  noyse  psA?  was  maked  2524 

Heeld  3ef  pe  chambres  of  his  paleys  riche 

Til  pB,if  pe  Thebane  knightes  bo]>en  I-liche 

Honorably  weren  in  to  ^e  paleys  fette 

Due  Theseus  is  at»  pe  wyndow  sette  2628 

Arraied  right*  as  he  were  god  in  trone 

The  poepel  presed  ])iderward  fulsone  / 

Him  for  to  seen  and  don  heigh  reuerence  / 

And  eek*  to  herkne  his  heste  and  his  sentence  2532 

An  herald  on  a  scaffold  made  an  hoo 

Til  al  pe  noise  of  pe  poepul  was  I-doo 
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And  wban  he  saj  fe  pepnl  o^  noyse  al  stille 

Thus  schewed  he  J>e  mighly  dukes  wille  2536 

The  lord  hath  o^  his  heigh  discieciofl 

Considered  ^t*  it^  were  deatracciofi 

To  gentil  blood  to  fighten  in  yia  gise 

Of  mortel  bataille  now  in  fia  emprise  2540 

Wher  fore  to  schapen  ]>af  fei  schal  not*  deye 

He  wol  bis  ferste  pnipos  modifye 

No  man  ^ifore  ypon  peyne  of^  his  lyf^ 

No  maner  achot^  ne  poUax  ne  schort^  knyf*  2544 

In  to  ^  lystes  sende  or  ^ider  biynge 

Ne  achort'  swerd  for  to  stoke  with  poynt*  bytynge 

No  man  ne  drawe  ne  here  it  by  his  syde 

No  man  schal  to  his  felawe  ride  2548 

Bnt^  00  corns  with  a  schaip  y-gronnde  spere 

ffoyne  i^  him  list^  on  f oote  himself*  to  were  / 

And  he  ^t^  is  sf  meschief*  schal  be  take 

And  nought*  slain  but*  be  broughf  ynto  pe  stake         2552 

That^  schal  ben  ordeyned  on  ejf&t  syde  / 

Bnt^  pidet  he  schal  be  force  and  fer  abyde  /  Uof  se,  i»ck] 

And  if^  so  falle  ^e  chenentein  be  take  / 

On  ^rther  syde  or  elles  sleen  his  make  2556 

No  lenger  ne  schal  fe  tomeyenge  laste 

God  speede  30a  go  forth  and  lay  on  faste  / 

Wi^  longe  swerdes  and  jooi'  maces  fighteji  ^our'  fille 

Go  now  yooT  wey  fia  is  pe  lorde^  wille  2560 

The  Toys  o^  pe  poeple  tonchede  heuene 

80  lowde  criede  ^ei  with  merie  steuene 

God  Ba:^  swich  a  lord  ^t^  is  so  good 

He  wilne^  no  distractfon  of*  blood  2564 

Yp  gop  fe  trompes  and  pe  mdodye 

And  to  pe  listes  ritte  the  compaignye 

By  ordinance  ]K)Tagh  oat*  pe  cite  large 

Hanged  vrip  clo])  of*  gold  and  nought  with  Sarge  /       2568 

ffiil  lib  a  lord  this  noble  dnk*  gan  ryde 

Theao  tao  Thebanes  Ypon  eypet  syde 
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And  after  roode  fe  queene  and  Emelye  / 

And  after  ]»af  another  compaignye  /  2572 

Of*  on  and  o])er  after  here  degre 

And  fxia  fej  passen  ^urgh  ont*  fe  Citee 

And  to  pe  lystes  come  ]>ey  be  tyme 

It*  nas  naf  of  fe  day  ^ef  follich  prune  2576 

Whan  sette  was  Theseus  fol  liche  and  hye 

ypolita  pe  queen  and  Emelye 

And  oJ)er  ladyes  in  degree  aboute 

ynto  ])e  seetes  prese]>  al  pe  route  2580 

And  westward  J^urgh  J^e  gates  vnder  marte 

Arcite  and  eek<  pe  hundred  of*  his  parte 

Wi^  baner  reed  is  entred  righf  anon 

And  in  p&V  selue  moment*  Palamon  2584 

Is  vnder  venus  Estward  in  ^e  place 

"Wip  baner  whit*  and  hardy  chere  and  face 

In  al  ]ye  world  to  seken  yp  and  doun 

So  euene  wi^oute  variaciotm  2588 

Ther  nere  swiche  companyes  tweye 

fibr  per  was  non  so  wys  p&if  cou])e  seie  oaf  S7] 

That*  eny  hadde  of*  oJ?er  auantage 

Of*  wor])inesse  ne  of*  astaaf  ne  age  2592 

So  euene  were  ^ei  chose  for  to  gesse 

And  in  to  Eynges  faire  ])ei  hem  dresse 

Whan  ^af  here  names  rad  were  euerychon 

That*  in  here  nombre  gyle  were  per  non  2596 

Tho  were  ^e  gates  schette  and  cryed  was  lowde 

Do  now  3our  deuoir  yonge  knightes  proude 

IT  The  heraudes  leffce  here  prikyng*  vp  and  doun 

Kow  ryngej)  trompes  lowde  and  clarioun  2600 

Ther  is  namore  to  sein  West*  and  £sf 

In  go])  pQ  speres  ful  sadly  in  arest 

In  go])  the  scharpe  spore  in  to  ])e  syde 

pQT  seen  men  who  can  lustne  and  who  can  lyde  2604 

Ther  schyueren  schaftes  ypon  scheeldes  pikke 

He  feele])  ])orugh  pe  herte  spoon  pe  prikke 
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Tp  springe]!  speres  twenty  foof  on  heights 

Oat*  gon  fe  sweerdes  as  fe  seluer  brighte  2608 

The  helmes  ^er  to  hewen  and  to  schiede 

Oat  hrest*  ye  blood  with  steme  streemes  reede 

With  mighty  maces  ]m  bones  ^i  tobxeste 

he  ^oigh  ye  Jrikkest*  on  ^  ]nx>ng*  gan  ]»reste  2612 

Ther  stomblen  steedes  stronge  and  doun  gon  alls 

he  roILe^  Tnder  foof  as  do])  a  ball6 

he  foyne]>  on  his  foof  with  his  tronchoun 

And  he  him  hoiteji  with  his  hois  a  doon  2616 

he  ^oigh  ye  body  is  hnrf  and  si^^n  take 

Haagie  his  heed  and  bioughf  ynto  ye  stake 

As  forward  was  right*  yer  he  moste  abyde 

Ano^  is  ladde  on  j^at  o^r  syde  2620 

And  som  tyme  do])  hem  Thesens  to  leste 

hem  to  refreissche  and  drynken  if*  hem  leste 

ffdl  ofte  a-day  ban  yise  Thebanes  two 

Togydre  ymetf  and  wrought*  his  felawe  wo  2624 

vnhoised  ha^  ech  oyer  of  hem  tweye 

Ther  nas  no  Tygre  in  vale  of*  Gralgopheie  OMf  sr,  i»ok] 

Whan  ^t*  hire  whelp  is  stole  whan  it  is  lite 

So  crael  on  ye  hnnte  as  is  Arcite  2628 

ffoT  laloose  herte  ypon  yia  Palamon 

Ke  in  belmaiyn  yer  nys  so  fel  leon 

Thaf  hunted  is  or  for  his  hunger  wood 

Ne  of  his  piey  desire])  so  ^e  blood  2632 

Of  Palamon  to  sle  his  foo  arcite 

The  lalous  strokes  on  here  helmes  byte 

Out*  renneth  blood  on  bo^  here  sydes  reed 

Som  tyme  an  ende  yer  is  of  euery  deed  2636 

ffor  or  ye  sonne  Tnto  ye  reste  wente 

The  stronge  king*  Emetreus  gan  hente 

ThiB  Palamon  as  he  faught*  with  arcite 

And  made  his  sweerd  deepe  in  fleissh  byte  2640 

And  by  ye  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 

"vn-yolden  and  diawen  to  ye  stake 
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And  in  }^e  rescous  of<  fia  Talamoun 

The  stronge  knigtif  ligcu^e  is  bom  a  dotm 

And  king*  Emetreus  for  att  his  streng)»e 

Is  bom  ouf  of  his  sadell  a  sweides  lengthe 

So  hitte  him  Palamon  or  he  were  take 

Buf  al  for  noughf  he  was  brought*  to  fe  stake 

his  hardy  herte  might*  him  helpe  naught* 

he  moste  abide  whan  J^at*  he  was  caught* 

By  force  and  eek*  by  composicion 

Who  sorwej  now  buf  woful  Falamoft 

p&V  moot*  nomore  gon  s^en  to  fighte 

And  whan  pat*  Theseus  hadde  seen  J^is  sighte 

he  cried  ho  namore  for  it  is  dofk 

Ke  non  schal  lenger  to  his  felaw  gon 

I  wil  be  trewe  lugge  and  not*  partie  / 

Arcite  of*  Thebes  schal  haue  Emelye 

That*  by  his  fortune  h&p  hir  faire  y-wonne 

Anon  fei  is  a  noyse  of*  poepel  bygonne 

ffor  ioye  of*  pia  so  loude  and  heigh  wi)^  oMe  / 

It*  semed  ])at*  fe  lystes  scholde  falle 

IT  What*  can  now  faire  venus  don  aboue 

What*  seij)  sche  now  what*  doJ»  pia  queen  of*  loue 

But*  weepej)  so  for  wantyng*  of*  hir  wille 

Til  ]>at*  hire  teeres  in  J^e  lystes  fiUe  / 

Sche  seyde  I  am  aschamed  douteles 

Satumus  seyde  doughter  hold  pi  pees 

Mars  ha]}  his  wille  his  knighf  hath  aS  his  boone 

And  by  myn  heed  pou  schalt*  ben  eesed  soone 

The  trompoures  wij>  pe  lowde  menstralcye 

The  heraudes  pat*  fdl  lowde  yelle  and  crye/ 

Ben  in  here  wele  for  ioye  of*  daun  Arcite 

But*  herknep  me  and  styntep  noyse  alite/ 

Which  a  miracle  ber  bifel  anon 

This  fiers  Arcite  hap  of*  his  helm  y-doon 

And  on  a  courser  for  to  schewe  his  face 

He  prikep  endelong*  pe  large  place 
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lokyng*  -vpward  vpon  fia  Emelye 

And  ache  again  him  caste  a  frendlich  yhe  2680 

ffor  wommen  as  to  speken  in  comune 

Thei  folweoQ  alt  fQ  fauonr  of*  fortune/ 

And  was  al  his  ciiier  as  in  his  herde/ 

Ont^  of  ye  ground  a  fir  Infernal  sterte/  2684 

ffirom  pinto  sent*  atte  request*  of  Satume/ 

ffor  which  his  hors  for  feere  gan  to  tume/ 

And  leep  a  syde  and  fonndrcd  a^  he  leep 

And  ar  ]»at*  arcite  may  taken  keep  2688 

he  plights  him  on  fe  pomel  of  his  heede 

That*  in  ye  place  he  lay  as  he  were  deede 

His  hresf  to-hroeten  with  his  sadel  bowe 

As  hlak*  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crowe  2692 

So  was  fe  hlood  y-ronne  in  his  face 

Anon  he  was  horn  out*  of  ^e  place 

Wijy  herte  soor  to  Theseus  paleys 

Tho  was  he  coruen  out*  of  his  hameys  2696 

And  in  a  bed  I-broughf  ful  fSedr  and  blyue 

ffor  he  ^was  yet*  in  memorie  and  a  lyue  /  [leaf  ss,  back] 

And  alwey  ciyeng*  after  Emelye 

Due*  Theseus  with  att  his  companye/  2700 

Is  comen  hom  to  Athenes  his  Citee 

With  aUs  bhsse  and  gret*  solempnete 

Al  he  it*  faV  ]ns  auenture  was  falls 

he  nolde  not*  disconforten  hem  alle  2704 

Men  seyde  eek*  yaf  arcite  schal  not*  dye 

he  schal  ben  heled  of  his  maladye 

And  of  ano^  J>ing*  yei  were  as  fayn 

That*  of  hem  alia  was  ^r  non  y-slayn  2708 

AQe  were  ^i  sore  hurt*  and  namely  oon) 

That^  with  a  spere  was  Jierled  his  brest*  boon 

To  o^r  woundes  an^  to  broken  armes 

Some  hadden  salue  and  some  hadden  charmes  2712 

ffermacies  of  herbes  and  eek*  saue 

Thei  dronke  for  fei  wolde  here  lyues  haue 
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ffor  which  fla  nohle  Due  as  he  wel  can 

Gonforte])  and  honouie]>  eueiy  man 

And  make])  renel  al  fe  lange  nights 

ynto  ]>e  stiaunge  lordes  as  if  was  light* 

Ne  fGt  was  holden  no  disconfytyng* 

But*  as  a  Instnes  or  a  tomejing* 

ffor  soj^ly  p&r  was  no  disconfituie 

ffor  f all jngf  nys  buf  an  auentare 

Ne  to  be  ladde  by  force  to  |)e  stake 

ynyolden  and  with  twenty  knightes  take 

A  persone  alone  wi^outen  mo 

And  haried  for])  by  arme  foot*  and  too 

And  eek*  his  steede  driuen  for]>  ynp  stanes 

Wip  foot*  men  bo]}e  yomen  and  knaues 

If  was  arretted  him  no  yilanye 

Ther  may  no  man  clepe  if  Gowardie 

ffor  which  anon  Duk*  Theseus  leef  crie 

To  stynte  alle  rancour  and  enuye 

The  gree  as  wel  of"  oo  syde  as  of*  ofer 

And  ei^er  side  ylik*  as  o^er  bro])er 

And  yafi  hem  ^if tes  after  here  degre 

and  fully  heeld  he  feste  dayes  ]»re 

And  conueyed  pe  kynges  wor])Uy 

Ouf  of"  his  toun  a  iomey  largely 

And  hom  wenf  euery  man  fe  righte  way 

Ther  was  namore  buf  far  wel  and  haue  good  day 

Of*  ])is  bataille  I  wol  no  more  endite 

Buf  speke  of<  Palamon  and  [of]  arcite 

IT  Swelle])  ^e  bresf  of  Arcite  and  ]>e  sore 

Encrece])  af  his  herte  more  and  more 

The  clof-red  blood  for  eny  lechecraff 

CorupteJ)  and  is  in  his  bouk*  I-laff 

Thaf"  neyper  veyne  blood  ne  ventusynge 

Ne  drynk*  of  herbes  may  ben  his  helpynge 

The  vertue  expulsif*  or  animal 

f&o  ])ilke  vertu  cleped  natural 
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Ne  may  ye  Yen  jm  voide  ne  ezpelle/ 

The  pipes  of*  his  longes  gan  to  swelle  2752 

And  euery  laceite  in  his  biesf  adoun 

Is  schent'  with  venym  and  ooirapciovn 

Him  gayne^  ney]>eT  for  to  gete  his  lijf 

Yomyf  Ypwaid  ne  doxmwaid  laxatif  2756 

Al  is  to-hrosten  ^ilke  legiofi 

Katore  ha,f  no  dominacioSL 

And  ceiteynly  yet  natuie  wil  not*  werche 

fSaae  wel  phisik^  go  here  ye  man  to  cheiche  /  2760 

This  al  and  aom  ya,V  aicita  mot*  dye 

ffoT  which  he  sendeth  aJEter  Emelye 

And  Palamon  ]>af  was  his  cousyn  deere 

Than  seyde  he  yua  as  30  schal  after  heere  2764 

IT  Nat^  may  ye  wofnl  spirit*  ia  myn  herte 

Declare  a  poynt*  of*  alle  my  sorwes  smerte 

To  yon  my  lady  J»t^  I  loue  moost* 

But?  I  hiqne^  ye  aeroice  of  my  gost*  2768 

To  yow  abonen  euery  creature  / 

Syn  ya^  my  lijf  may  no  longer  dure  Omt  so,  i»eki 

Alias  ye  woo  alias  ]ie  peynes  &tronge  / 

lliat^  I  for  30U  haue  su£&ed  and  so  longe  /  2772 

Alias  ]>e  deth  alias  myn  Emelye 

Alias  departyng*  of  ouie  companye 

Alias  myn  hertes  queene  alias  my  lyf 

Myn  hertes  lady  endere  of  my  lif*  2776 

What  is  yia  world  what^  axed  men  to  haue 

Kow  with  with  his  loue  now  in  his  colde  groue 

AUone  wi]>outen  eny  companye 

f^wel  my  sweete  foo  myn  Emelye  2780 

And  softe  take  me  in  ^oure  aimes  tweye 

ffor  loue  of  god  and  herkne])  whaf  I  seye 

f  I  haue  here  with  my  cosyn  Palamon 

Hadde  strif  and  rancour  many  a  day  agon  2784 

ffor  loue  of  yow  and  for  my  lalousje 

And  luppiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye 
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To  speken  of  a  seruanf  propurly 

With  circumstances  aHe  trewely  2788 

That*  is  to  sein  trouj^e  hononr  and  knighthede 

Wisdom  humblesse  estaf  and  heigh  kynrede 

f&edom  and  al  J^af  longe])  to  ])af  art* 

So  luppiter  haue  of  my  soolo  parte  2792 

As  in  ])is  worlde  right*  now  knowe  I  non 

So  woifi  to  be  loued  as  Palamon 

That*  seme])  yow  and  wil  don  alt  his  lijf 

And  if  ]>at<  euere  je  schal  be  a  wijf  2796 

ffoiyete  naf  Palamon  the  gentihnan 

And  with  j^af  word  his  speche  faile  gan 

ffor  from  his  feet*  vnto  his  bresf  was  come 

The  colde  of  dep  J^af  hadde  him  ouercome  /  2800 

And  yef  more  oner  for  in  his  armes  tuo 

The  vital  streng^  is  lost*  aiid  aft  ago 

Oonly  fe  intellecte  wi]>onte  more 

That*  dwelled  in  his  herte  sik*  and  sore  /  2804 

Gan  faillen  whan  fe  herte  felte  de]> 

Busked  his  yhen  tuo  and  failed  href  Qeaf  mj 

But*  on  his  lady  jet  cast*  he  his  yhe 

His  laste  word  was  mercy  Emelye  2808 

his  spirit*  changed  hous  and  wente  ]>ere 

As  I  cam  neuer  I  can  nought*  telle  where 

Therfore  I  stynte  I  am  no  dyuinistre 

Of  soules  fynde  I  naf  in  J^af  registre  2812 

Ne  me  ne  list*  j)ilke  opinions  to  telle 

Of  hem  ]yough  ^f  pej  writen  wher  pel  duelle 

Arcite  is  cold  (at*  mars  his  soule  gye 

Now  wol  I  speke  forth  of  Emelye  2816 

Schrighte  Emelye  and  houle])  Palamon) 

And  Theseus  his  suster  took*  anoon) 

Swounyngf  and  bar  hire  fro  pe  cors  away 

What*  helpef  it*  to  tarien  forf  Je  day  2820 

To  tellen  how  sche  weepe  hope  eue  and  morwe 

ffor  in  such  caas  wommen  haue  such  sorwe 
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Whan  ^t*  here  hotisbondea  ben  fro  hem  a-go 

That*  for  fe  moie  part*  pei  sorwen  so  2824 

Or  eUes  fallen  in  swich  a  maladye 

That'  atte  laste  certeinly  ^y  dye 

Infinite  ben  ^  sorwes  and  ^e  teeres 

Of  olde  folk*  And  folk*  of*  tendie  3eeTe8  2828 

In  alt  fe  toun  for  de]>  of  piB  Teban 

ffoT  him  fer  wee^p  bo]>e  child  and  man 

So  gret*  weepynge  was  )per  non  certayn 

Whan  Ector  was  brought*  al  fi^ssh  y-Bla3rn  2832 

To  Troye  allaa  the  pite  J)at*  was  pete 

Cracching*  of*  cheekes  rendyng*  eek*  of*  here 

Whi  woldestow  ben  deed  pia  wommen  crye 

And  haddest*  gold  ynongh  and  Emelye  2836 

No  man  mighte  gladen  Theseus 

Sanyng*  his  olde  £Guier  Egens 

That*  knew  ^is  worldes  transmutacioun 

As  he  hadde  aeyn  it*  yp  and  doun  2840 

loye  after  woo .  and  woo  after  gladnesse 

And  scheweih  hem  ensample  and  liknesse  [leaf  m,  uckj 

Right*  as  ^r  dede  neuer  man  quod  he 

That*  he  ne  lyued  in  etpe  in  som  degree  /  2844 

Bights  BO  pet  lyuede  nenere  man  he  seyde 

In  al  ^LB  world  ]»at*  som  tyme  he  ne  deyde 

This  world  is  not*  bnt^  a  )»iirghfare  fol  of*  wo 

And  we  ben  pilgrimes  passjrng*  to  and  fro  2848 

Dep  is  an  ende  of  eu^  worldly  sore 

And  oner  al  pis  ^et^  seide  he  mochel  more 

To  pis  effect*  fdl  wisly  to  enhorte 

The  poeple .  ^t*  Jwi  schnlde  him  reconforte  2852 

Bucf  Theseus  with  att  his  busy  cure 

Cast^  now  wher  ^t*  pe  Sepulture 

Of  good  arcite  may  best*  y-maked  be 

And  eek*  most*  honorable  in  his  degre  2856 

And  at^  pe  last*  he  took*  conclusiofl 

That^  pet  as  ferst*  arcite  and  Palamofl 
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hadde  for  loue  J^e  bataille  hem  bitweene 
That*  in  ]>e  selue  groue  swete  and  greene  2860 

Ther  as  he  hadde  his  amorous  desires 
his  compleynt*  and  for  loue  his  hoote  fyres 
he  wolde  make  a  fyr  in  which  pQ  office 
ffdneral  he  mighte  hem  alt  complice  2864 

he  leef  anon  comande  to  hakke  and  hewe 
The  ookes  olde  and  leyen  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  culpons'wel  arrayed  for  to  brenne 
his  officers  with  swifts  foot*  fey  renne  2868 

And  Bide  anon  at*  his  comandement 
And  after  fis  Theseus  haf  y-sent 
After  a  beere  and  if  al  ouerspradde 
Wi>  clo>  of«  gold  fe  richest*  fat  he  hadde  2872 

And  of*  fe  same  suyte  he  cladde  arcite 
Tpon  his  hondes  his  gloues  white 
;  Ek*  on  his  heed  a  croune  of*  laurer  greene 
And  in  his  hond  a  swerd  [ful]  bright*  and  keene         2876 
he  leyde  him  bare  fe  visage  on  f e  beere 
Ther  with  he  weep  that*  pite  was  to  heere  ivntin 

And  for  fe  pepul  scholde  seen  him  aMa 
Whan  if  was  day  he  broughf  him  in  to  f  e  halle         2880 
Thaf  roref  of*  fe  ciye  and  f e  soun 
IT  Tho  com  f  is  woful  Theban  Palamon 
With  flotery  berd  and  roggy  asschy  heeres 
In  clofes  blak*  y-dropped  al  with  teeres  2884 

And  passyng*  ofer  of*  weepyng*  Emelye 
The  reufullesf  of  att  f  is  companye 
In  as  moche  as  fe  seruice  scholde  bee 
The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degree  2888 

Due*  Theseus  leef  for[f]  f re  steedes  bringe 
Thaf  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteiynge 
And  couered  with  fe  armes  of*  daun  arcite 
ypon  fese  steedes  greete  and  white  2892 

Ther  seten  folk*  of*  which  on  bar  his  scheeld 
Anof  er  his  spere  vpon  his  hondes  heelde 
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The  fizidde  bar  witli  him  his  bowe  turkeys 

(H^htenif  gold  Tras  ^  caas  and  eek*  ^e  hameys  2896 

And  lyden  for]»  a  paas  with  sorwfiil  cheere 

Towatd  ye  grone  as  ^e  schul  after  heeie 

The  noblest^  at  ^  Greekes  J^af  yer  were 

Tpon  here  schnldies  carieden  ye  beeie  2900 

'With,  slaktf  paas  and  eighen  leede  and  wete 

)>iiigboni^  ^e  Cite  by  ye  maastre  streete  / 

Thai^  spzad  was  al  with  blak*  and  wonder  highe 

Bighi*  of^  ye  same  is  ye  same  is  ye  street  y-wrye  2904 

▼pon  ye  ligliti  hond  went*  olde  Egeus 

And  on  ^t  other  syde  duk>  Theseus 

With  Yessels  in  here  hand  of*  gold  f ul  fyne 

As  fal  o^  hony  melk*  and  blood  and  wyne  2908 

£k*  Palaman  with  fal  gret  companye 

And  after  ]MLf  com  wof ul  Emelye 

With  fire  in  honde  as  was  J^at  tyme  pe  gyse 

To  do  ^ofifice  ofi  funeral  seruise  2912 

Heigh  labour  and  fal  gret  apparaUlyng* 

Was  atte  seruise  and  ye  fir  makyng*  tiMf  4i,  uck] 

That^  -my  his  greene  top  ye  heuene  raughte 

And  twenty  &dme  of  brede  ye  armes  straughte  /  291 6 

This  is  to  sein  ye  bowes  were  so  brode 

Of^  stree  first*  yet  was  leyd  many  a  loode 

But^  how  ye  fir  was  maked  yp  on  heighte 

Ke  eek*  ye  names  how  ye  trees  highte  2920 

As  Ok*,  fir.  birch,  asp.  Alder,  holm,  popeler 

Willow .  Elm .  plane .  Assh .  box .  chesteyn  lynde  laurer . 

Mapel .  ]K>m .  beech .  hasili' .  ew .  whipiltre 

kow  ^y  were  felde  schal  not*  be  told  for  me  2924 

Ke  how  ye  goddes  ronnen  vp  and  doun 

Disherited  of  here  babitacioun 

In  which  yei  woneden  in  reste  and  pees 

^ymphes  fifawnes  and  amadries  /  2928 

^e  how  ye  beeetes  and  ye  briddes  alk 

ffledden  for  feered  whan  ye  woods  was  falle  / 
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ITe  how  ]>e  ground  agasf  was  of*  ])e  light* 

That*  was  not*  wonf  to  see  pe  sonne  brighf  2932 

Ne  how  fe  fyr  was  couched  first*  with  stree  / 

And  Juinne  with  diye  stockes  clouen  a  fte 

And  ])anne  with  gieene  woode  and  spicerie 

And  Jeanne  with  cloth  of  gold  and  wi)»  Tenje  29S6 

And  garLmdes  hangyng*  with  ful  many  a  flour 

The  mirre  J^encens  with  al  so  sweete  odour 

"Ne  how  arcite  lay  among*  al  j)is 

Ke  whaf  richesse  aboute  his  body  is  2940 

l^e  how  J^af  Emelye  as  was  fe  gyse 

Putte  in  )>e  fyro  of*  funeral  seruise  / 

Ne  how  sche  swounede  whan  maad  was  pe  fire 

Ke  whaf  sche  spak*  ne  whaf  was  hire  desire  2944 

Ne  whaf  luwels  men  in  ])e  fyre  casf 

Whan  ])af  pe  fyr  was  greef  and  brende  fasf 

Ne  how  som  casf  hir  scheeld  and  som  hire  spere 

And  of*  here  vestimentz  whiche  J^af  pej  were  2948 

And  coppes  fulir  of  melk*  and  wyn  and  blood 

Into  pe  fyr  )»af  brente  as  if  were  wood  [iMf  4t] 

Ne  how  ])e  Grekes  with  an  huge  route 

Thries  lyden  al  )»e  fir  aboute  2953 

ypon  pe  leff  bond  with  a  bowe  schotynge 

And  )>ries  with  here  speres  claterynge 

And  piiea  how  pe  ladyes  gon  to  crye 

Ne  how  ])af  lad  was  homward  Emelye  2956 

Ne  how  arcite  is  brenf  to  aisshes  colde 

Ne  how  ]>af  liche-wake  was  y-holde 

Al  ]>ilke  nyghf  ne  how  pe  greekes  play 

The  wake-pleyes  ne  kepe  I  noughf  to  say  *  2960 

Who  wrastele])  besf  naked  with  oyle  anoynf 

Ne  who  ])af  bar  him  besf  in  no  disioynf 

I  wol  nof  tellen  alle  how  pej  goon 

hom  til  athenes  whan  ^e  play  was  don  2964 

Buf  schortly  to  ]>e  poynf  ))an  wol  I  wende 

And  maken  of*  my  longe  tale  an  ende 
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%  By  pioceB  and  of*  lengthe  of>  certeyn  jeeres 

Al  stynt*  is  ye  nLoumyng*  and  pe  teeies  2968 

Of  grekes  by  on  general  assent* 

Than  aemode  ^r  was  a  parlement 

A1^  attiienes  Tpon  a  certein  point  and  caas 

Among*  )>e  whiche  poyntes  y-spoken  was  2972 

To  hane  with  certain  contrees  allianca 

And  hsne  folly  of  Thebane  obeissafice 

ffor  which  ]>is  noble  Theseus  anon 

leet^  Geende  after  gentil  Palamon  2976 

▼nwiat^  of*  him  whati  was  fe  cause  and  why 

Bat^  in  his  blake  clo]>e8  sorwfdUy 

he  com  at^  his  comandemenf  in  hye 

Tho  aente  Theseus  for  Emelye  2980 

Whan  yej  were  sette  and  huyst*  was  in  ^e  place  / 

An  TheseEQs  abyden  ha]y  a  space 

Or  eny  word  com  fro  his  wise  breste 

his  ey^en  sette  he  fet  as  was  his  leste  /  2984 

And  witli  a  sad  Tisage  he  siked  stille  / 

And  after  y&if  right*  ]»us  he  seyde  his  wiUe  V^^  htA} 

The  ferste  maner  of  fe  cause  aboue 

Whan  he  ferste  maade  ^  £Eure  cheine  of  loue  2988 

Giet^  was  feSecif  and  heigh  was  his  entente 

Wei  wist^  he  why  and  what*  fei  of  he  mente 

ffor  with  )»at*  faire  cheyne  of  loue  he  bonde 

The  fyr.  fe  aier.  the  water  and  fe  londe  2992 

In  certeyn  boundes  ]>af  J^ei  may  nof  flee  / 

Thai^  same  prince  and  faif  same  mouer  quod  he 

ha,p  stablissed  in  pis  wrecchede  world  a-doun 

Certeine  daies  and  domtnacioim  2996 

To  aft  faJ^  hep  engendred  in  pis  place 

Oner  pe  whiche  day  paj  may  not^  pace 

AUe  mows  pey  yet*  ^  dayes  abregge 

Ther  neede^  noughts  non  auc^orite  to  legge  3000 

ffor  it  is  proeued  by  experience 

But* ^t^  me  list*  to  dedaien  my  sentence/ 
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Than  may  men  wel  by  pia  oidre  disoeme 
Thaf  ))ilke  moueie  stable  is  and  eteme  3004 

Wel  may  men  knowe  buf  it*  be  a  foole 
Thaf  eu^ry  partie  daneyned  from  bis  hoole 
ffor  nature  h&p  naf  tak^i  bis  bygynnyng* 
Of>  no  partye  nor  of  cantel  of*  a  ^ing*  3008 

Bul^  of  a  fiDff  ^af  paff^  is  and  stable 
Descendyng*  so  til  if  be  corompable 
And  ]}eifore  for  bis  wise  pomeance 
he  hkf  so  wel  bysef  his  ordinance  3012 

That*  specie  of*  ])inges  and  progressions 
Schullen  endure  by  successions 
And  nought*  et«me  wi])outen  any  lye 
This  maystow  ynderstc^iden  and  seen  at*  yhe  3016 

Loo  ye  Ok*  pat*  ha^  so  long*  a  norshing* 
ffiro  pe  tyme  )»t*  it*  first*  bygynne)?  to  spring* 
And  hath  so  long*  a  l^jf*  as  ^e  may  see 
Yet  atte  laste  wasted  is  pe  tree  /  3020 

Considere]^  eek*  how  )}at*  fe  harde  ston 
Tnder  oure  foot*  on  which  we  trede  and  goon  o^iMj 

Yet*  waste))  if  as  if  li^  by  J^e  weye 

The  brode  ryuer  som  tyme  wexe])  dreye  3024 

The  grete  townes  see  we  wane  and  wende 
))an  ^e  see  ])af  aft  fia  ]>ing*  hAp  ende 
Of*  man  and  woman  se  we  wel  also 
That*  needeth  in  oon  of*  pe  teimes  tuo  3028 

That  is  to  sein  in  )ou))e  or  elles  age 
He  moof  be  deed  pe  king*  as  schal  ^e  page 
Sum  in  his  bedd .  som  in  ^e  deepe  see 
Som  in  the  large  feeld  as  30  may  see  /  3032 

Ther  helpe]?  noughf  al  go]»  pai?  ilke  weyd 
Than  may  I  sein  thaf  al  |»is  ])ing*  moof  deye 
Whaf  maketh  pia  buf  luppiter  pe  king< 
Thaf  is  Prince  and  cause  of*  all5  ^ing*  3036 

Conuertyng*  alle  vnto  his  prcpre  wiUe 
ffrom  which  it  is  darreyned  mp  to  tille 
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.And  lieer  agayns  no  creature  on  Ijae 

Of^  no  d^ree  aooille^  for  to  stiyne  304Q 

Thanne  is  it*  wisdom  as  it*  ^enke^  me 

To  make  yertue  of  neoessite  / 

.Ajid  take  it*  wel  ^t'  we  may  not*  escliewe 

And  nameHclie  ^at*  to  ys  alld  is  dewe  3044 

[No  gap :  line  left  otU.] 

And  Teheft  is  to  him  J>at*  all:  may  gye 

And  certeinly  a  man  ba])  most*  honour 

To  deyen  in  his  excellence  and  flour  3048 

Whan  he  is  siker  of*  his  goode  name 

Than  ha]»  he  doon  his  fireendes  ne  him  no  schame 

And  gladder  oughte  his  frendes  ben  of*  his  def 

Whan  wij»  honour  y-yolden  is  yp  )»e  brej>  3052 

Than  whan  iiis  name  apalled  is  for  age 

fibr  al  f oigeten  is  his  vessellage 

Than  is  the  beste  as  for  a  wor^y  feime 

To  deyen  whan  he  is  best*  of*  name  3056 

The  contrarie  of*  eJle  J)is  is  wilfnlnesse 

Why  gniochen  we  why  haue  we  heuynesse 

That*  goode  Arcite  of  Chiuallerie  fe  flour  OMftf^bMk] 

Departed  is  wip  duete  and  wifch  honour  3060 

Out  of  fia  foule  prisofi  of  ^is  lyf 

Why  gmcche]»  heere  his  cosyn  and  his  wyf 

Of  his  welfare  j^af  loue^  him  so  wel 

£an  he  hem  ^ank*  nay  god  woot*  neuer  a  deel  3064 

Xhat^  bo^en  his  soule  and  eek*  him  offende  / 

And  yet*  J^  mowe  her  lustes  nought  amende 

What*  may  conclude  of  ]ns  longe  serie 

Bul^  after  wo  I  rede  vs  to  be  meiye  3068 

And  Jwnken  lupitar  of  aft  his  grace 

And  er  we  departen  from  ^  place  ^ 

I  rede  we  make  of  oure  soiwes  tuo 

O  pazfyt*  ioye  lastyng*  euer  mo  ^  3072 

And  lokejy  now  where  most*  sorwe  is  Inne 

Ther  wol  I  f erst'  amenden  and  bygynne 
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Soster  quod  he  ^is  is  my  ful  assent* 

Wip  aft  ^auys  lieere  of  my  parlement  /  3076 

Thaf  gentil  Palamon  joure  oughne  kni^f 

That*  serueth  90U  with  wille  and  herte  and  might  / 

And  euer  ha])  don  sij^en  ye  feist*  him  knewe 

Thaf  3e  schull  of*  3our  grace  ypon  him  rewe  3080 

And  taken  him  for  housbond  and  for  lord 

Lene  me  your  hond  for  pia  is  oure  acord 

Lat*  see  now  of*  your  wowmanly  pite 

he  IB  a  kinges  bro]>er  sone  parde  3084 

And  ])ough  he  were  a  pore  Bachiller 

8yn  he  haj)  serued  you  so  many  a  yeer 

And  had^for  jou  so  gret*  aduersite  / 

If  moste  ben  considered  leeue))  me  3088 

fior  gentil  mercy  oughte  to  passen  righf 

Than  seide  he  puB  to  Palamon  ])e  knighf 

I  trowe  per  needej)  litel  sermonyng* 

To  make  you  assented  to  J^is  ))ing*  3092 

Come  nere  and  take  ^oure  lady  by  pe  hond 

Bitwixen  hem  was  maad  anon  pe  bond 

Thaf  highte  matrimoigne  or  manage  D«if  44] 

By  alt  ^e  counsail  and  pe  baronage  3096 

And  puB  wij)  alia  bhsse  and  melodye 

Ha])  Palamon  y-wedded  Emelye 

And  god  ^af  al  pia  world  ha])  wroughf 

Sende  him  his  loue  ^af  ha])  if  deere  boughf  3100 

ffor  now  is  Palamon  in  alia  wele 

Lyuyng<  in  blisse  in  richesse  and  in  hele 

And  Emely  him  loueth  so  tendrely 

And  he  hir  seme])  so  gentilly  3104 

Thaf  was  pet  no  word  hem  betweene  / 

Of*  lalousie  or  ony  o])er  teene 

Thus  endeth  Palamon  and  Emelye  / 

And  god  saue  att  ])is  faire  companye  3108 
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\^io  gap  in  tJie  M8J] 

%  The  MiUewardes  tale/ 

Whoa  ^atf  ^  knight*  had  Jms  his  tale  y-told 
b  aft  ]w  companye  nas  yei  jong«  ne  old 
Tha^  he  ne  eeyde  it  /  was  a  noble  storye 
JkBd  irei^  for  to  diaweu  in  memorie  3112 

Aad  nameliche  fe  gentils  eoerych  oon) 
Ooie  Ooet^  loogh  and  swor  so  mot^  I  gon) 
Biis  go^  uig^t^  vnbokeled  is  fe  male/ 
Itt^  SB  now  who  schal  telle  ano])er  tale  3116 

fiir  towely  f^  game  is  wel  bygonne 
Bow  toDe^  ^  aiie  monk*  if^  ^  konne 
Ssmwbot^  to  quyte  with  ]>e  knightes  tale 
Hm  meller  |at^  fomlronken  was  al  pale  3120 

So  ynt^  vnnejpe  ypon  his  hois  he  sat* 
ke  nolde  aualen  ney^r  hood  ne  hat^ 
Bo  afaidB  noman  for  his  cuitesie/ 

Bvir  a  Filates  vois  he  gan  to  ciye  3124 

Aad  twor  by  armes  and  by  blood  and  bones 
I  ma  ft  noble  tale  for  J)e  nones 
Wip  wliiek  I  wol  now  quite  fe  knightes  tale 
Ono  OOtt^  sao^  )»at*  he  was  drunken  of  ale  3128 

AbA  MEyde  abyde  Robyn  leeue  brojier 
&MI  iMttze  man  schal  telle  ys  ferst  anojrer  ciemf  u,  teck] 

Alijd  and  lat^  ts  werken  ])iiftily 

Bf  goddes  aonle  quod  he  patf  wol  nat*  I  3132 

Smt  1  wol  spcken  or  elles  go  my  weye 
Oova  ooslP  answerde  /telle  on  a  deuelleweye 
Iboa  art^  a  fool  pi  witte  is  ouercome 
Bow  herime^  quo)>  fe  meUer  alle  and  some  3136 

BqI^  firsts  I  make  a  protestacioun 
IhaP  I  am  dronke  I  knowe  if  by  my  Bomi 
And  ^etfore  if  I  speke  or  mys  say 
Wife  )e  it^  >e  ale  of  Suthwerk*  I  30a  pray  31 40 
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flfor  I  wol  telle  a  legende  and  a  lyf* 

Bo]>e  of*  a  Carpenter  and  of*  his  wijf  / 

how  \f&V  a  clerk*  haf  sett*  fe  wrightes  cappe 

The  Reeue  answerde  and  eeyde  stynf  pj  clappe  3144 

laf  be  pi  lewed  dronken  harlotrie 

It*  is  a  synne  and  eeke  gref  folye 

To  apeiren  eny  man  or  diffame 

And  eek*  to  bringe  wyfos  in  such  fame  3148 

Thou  maist*  3mough  of*  oj^er  pingea  sain 

This  dronken  meller  spak*  ful  soone  agayn 

And  seyde  leeue  broker  Osewold  / 

Who  has  no  wyf*  he  is  no  Coke  wold  3152 

But*  I  seye  nought*  Jjerfore  fat*  pon  art*  oon) 

Ther  been  ful  goode  wyfes  many  on 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,]  3156 

Why  art*  J>ou  angry  wif  my  tale  now 
I  haue  a  wif*  parde  as  wel  as  ]>ou 
Yet*  nolde  I  not*  for  pe  Oxen  in  my  plough 
Take  vpon  me  more  fan  ynough  3160 

As  demen  on  my  self*  ])af  I  were  oon 
I  wil  bileeue  fat  I  am  noon 
And  housbonde  schal  not*  ben  Inquysitif* 
Of*  goddes  piiuetees  ne  of*  his  wijf*  3164 

So  he  may  fynde  goddes  foyson  fere/ 
Of*  pe  remenant*  needef  nought*  to  enquere 
"Wliaf  scholde  I  more  sayn  but  f  is  Mellero 
he  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbere  [i«af  «&] 

But*  tolde  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere 
Me  afinkef  fat*  I  schal  reherce  hem  heero 
And  ferfore  eueiy  gentil  wight*  I  preye 
Demef  nought*  for  goddes  loue  faf  I  seye  3172 

Of*  yuel  entent*  but*  for  fat*  I  moot  reherse 
Here  tales  alle  bo  f  ei  bettre  or  worse 
Or  eUes  falsen  som  of*  my  matiere 

And  fer-fore  who  so  list*  it*  nought*  to  l\ccre  3176 
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Tome  ouer  pe  leef"  and  cbees  anofer  talo 

ffoT  ^e  schulle  fynde  ynowe  grete  and  smalo 

Of*  storial  ^mg*  ))af  touchej)  gentilease 

And  eek*  moralite  and  holjncsse  3180 

Blame))  not*  me  it  ]>af  30  cheese  aniys 

The  meller  is  a  cherl  ^e  knoiire  wel  ]7is 

So  was  fe  Eeeue  eek^  and  o^er  mo 

And  harlotrie  pej  tolden  bo))e  tuo  3184 

Anise])  30U  and  pntte))  me  oat  of  blame 

And  eek*  men  scbal  not*  make  ernest  of  game 

[No  gap  in  the  MS,^ 
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hilom  {«r  was  dwellyng"  at  Oxenfoord 
A  lUche  guoffe  p&e  geates  heold  to  boorde  3183 
And  ofi  his  crafte  lie  vas  a  Carpunter 
Wiji  him  Jer  was  dwellyng"  a  pouer  acoler 
hadde  lemed  aii^  but  alt  hie  fantasyo 
Was  tomed  for  to  leme  astrologie/  3192 

And  cou^e  a  certoin  of<  concluBions 

To  demen  "by  interTOgacioas 

If'  fa,V  men  axed  him  is  certejn  houreis 

Whan  men  echuld  haue  dioug&f  or  oUea  Bchoures        3106 

Or  ifi  men  axed  him  what*  schal  hiiallo 

Of  eueiy  )>ing<  I  may  noiighf  roknen  alle 

This  clerk*  was  cleped  heeude  Kicholas 

Of  dome  lone  he  coii[je  and  of-  Solas  3200 

And  fer-to  he  waa  sleigh  and  ful  priue 

And  like  a  mayde  meeke  for  to  see 

A  chamhre  hadde  he  in  }aP  bostellerie 

Allone  wi^outen  eay  companye  [i*^ii,  bidii 

iful  fetisly  dighf  vnp  herbes  soote 

And  he  himself  as  sweete  as  is  fie  rooto 

Of  licoiis  or  any  Settewale 

his  alniagisf  and  bokes  grete  and  smale  3208 

his  astrelabre  longyng*  for  his  arf 

his  augiym  stones'  layen  iaiie  a  part 

On  Bchelfes  couched  at  his  beddes  heede 

His  prease  y-couered  with  a  faldyng*  reod  3213 

And  al  aboate  per  lay  a  gay  sautrie 

On  which  be  made  a  night  melodye 

So  ewetly  Jiaf  alle  pe  cbambre  ronge 

And  angelus  ad  viiginem  he  songe  3216 

And  after  }iaf  he  song*  ])e  kinges  note 

fful  ofte  blessed  was  his  merio  [rote 
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And  ]>us  ]»e  sweete  clerk*  his  ijme  spente 

After  his  freendes  fyndjng*  and  his  rente  3220 

This  Carpunter  hadde  wedded  a  newe  wyf 

Which  y&i?  he  louede  more  ]yan  his  lyf 

Of  xyiij.  jeer  sche  was  of  age 

lalons  he  was  and  heeld  hir  narwe  in  cage  3224 

fibr  sche  was  wylde  and  )ong*  and  he  was  old 

And  demed  him  self*  hen  lik*  a  Cokewold 

he  knew  not*  Catoil  for  his  witte  was  rude 

That*  had  men  wedde  his  similitude  3228 

Men  scholde  wedde  after  here  astat 

ffor  you^e  and  celde  is  often  in  dehat 

But*  si)^en  ]?af  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare 

He  most*  endure  as  o)>er  folk*  his  care  3232 

flair  was  pis  3onge  wijf*  and  per  wi]>  al 

As  eny  wesele  hire  hody  gent*  and  smal 

A  ceynf  sche  wered  haned  al  of*  self* 

A  harmclo]?  as  whif  as  mome  melk*  323G 

Vpon  hire  lendes  ful  of*  many  a  goore 

Whif  was  hir  smok*  and  hrouded  al  hifore 

And  eek*  hyhynde  on  hire  coler  aboute 

Of  kolblak*  silk*  wi)>inne  and  eek*  wijwute  [leaf «) 

The  tapes  of  hir  white  voluper 

Were  of  pe  same  suyte  of  hire  coler 

hire  filet*  brood  of  silk*  and  sitt*  ful  hye 

and  sikerly  sche  hadde  a  likerous  yhe  3244 

fful  smal  y-pulled  were  hire  bro\7cs  tno 

And  ^  were  bent*  and  blak*  as  any  slo 

Sche  was  ful  more  blisful  for  to  see/ 

Than  is  j>e  newe  perionette  tree  3248 

And  softer  fan  pe  wolle  is  of  a  wepev 

And  by  hir  gerdul  hinge  a  purs  of  le))er 

Tassed  wip  selk^  and  perled  yrip  latoim 

In  al  |>is  world  to  seeken  vp  and  doun  3252 

Ther  is  no  man  so  wys  J>at*  coufe  fenche 

So  gay  a  poiJelotc  or  swich  a  wench  e/ 
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fful  brighter  was  J)e  schynyng  of«  hir  hewe 

Than  in  f  o  tour  })e  noble  y-forged  newe  3256 

Euf  of*  hir  song  it*  was  so  lowd  and  3eme 

As  any  swalwe  chitering*  on  a  berne/ 

Ther-to  sche  cou]>e  skippe  and  make  a  game 

As  ony  kyde  or  calf*  folwyng*  his  dame  32G0 

hir  mou)>  was  sweete  as  braket*  or  pe  meth 

Or  hoord  of  appeles  layd  in  hay  or  heth 

Wynsyng*  sche  was  as  is  a  loly  colt* 

long*  as  a  mast*  and  vpright*  as  a  bolt*  32G4 

A  broche  sche  bar  on  hir  loue  coler 

As  brood  as  is  J^e  boos  of*  a  bocler 

hire  schos  were  laced  on  hire  legges  hye 

Sche  was  a  primerole  a  pygges  nye  3268 

ffor  eny  lord  to  liggen  in  his  bedde/ 

Or  3ef  for  eny  good  yenian  to  wedde 

IT  l^ow  sire  and  eft*  sire  so  bifcl  Jje  caas 

That*  on  a  day  fis  heende  Nicholas  3272 

ffil  wif  Jjis  jonge  wijf*  to  rage  and  playe 

Whil  fat*  hir  housbonde  was  at*  Osenaye 

As  clerkes  ben  ful  subtil  and  ful  queinte 

And  priuely  he  caught*  hir  by  J?e  queynte  {leaf  46,  bnckj 

And  seyde  I  wis  but*  if*  ich  haue  my  wille 

ifor  deme  loue  of*  J?e  lewman  I  spille/ 

And  held  hir  harde  by  J>e  hannche  bones 

And  seyde  lemman  loue  me  wel  al  at*  ones  3280 

Or  I  wol  deyen  al  so  god  me  saue 

And  sche  sprong*  as  a  cold  do])  in  ^e  trauo 

And  with  hir  bed  sche  wried  faste  awey 

Sche  seide  I  wil  nat*  kisse  Jje  by  my  fey  3284 

Whi  labbe  quod  ich  labbo  Nicholas 

Or  I  wol  crie  out*  harrow  and  alias 

Do  wey  30ure  hondes  for  ^oure  curtesy  e 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  crie  3288 

And  spak*  so  faire  and  profred  liim  so  fast* 

That*  sche  hir  loue  grounted  him  atte  last 
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And  swor  liir  oJ>  by  sent*  Thomas  of*  kenf 

That*  sche  wolde  ben  at*  his  cbmaundeme/it  3292 

Whan  fat  sche  may  hir  leysir  wel  aspye 

Myn  honsbonde  is  so  ful  of  lalonsye 

That"  but  I  wayte  wel  and  be  priue 

I  woof  right*  wel  I  nam  but  deed  quo]?  sclie  329G 

Ye  moote  ben  ful  deme  as  in  ])is  caas 

Nay  Jrer-of*  kare  30  nought*  quod  Nicholas 

A  clerk*  hadde  litherly  bisef  his  while 

But*  if*  he  couje  a  carpunter  begile  3300 

And  }>us  J>ey  ben  acorded  and  y-swom 

To  wayte  a  tyme  as  I  haue  told  bifom 

Whan  Nicholas  hadde  fis  euerydel 

And  thakked  hire  aboute  pe  lendes  wel  3304 

he  kist*  hir  sweete  and  takp  Ids  Sauterie 

And  playe)y  faste  and  make])  melodye 

Than  iil  it  ))us  y&V  to  ))e  parissche  cherche/ 

Cristes  owne  werkes  for  to  werche  3308 

This  goode  wijf*  wente  on  an  haly  day 

hir  forhed  schon  as  bright*  as  any  day 

So  was  it  waissche  whan  sche  leef  hir  werk* 

Now  was  J>er  of*  Jjat  chirche  a  parissche  clerk*  peaf  47] 

The  which  fat*  was  y-cleped  absolon 

Crul  was  his  heer  and  as  pe  gold  it  schon 

And  strouted  as  a  fanne  large  and  brode 

fful  streyte  and  euene  lay  his  loly  schode  3316 

hie  rode  was  reed  his  eyhen  gray  as  goos 

WiJ)  poules  wyndow  corucn  in  his  schoos 

In  hoses  rede  he  wente  fetisly 

lH;lad  he  was  ful  smal  and  propurly  3320 

Al  in  a  kerteil  al  of*  light*  waget* 

fful  faire  an  fikke  ben  J?e  poyntz  y-sett 

And  fer  vpon  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys 

As  whit  as  is  ]>c  blosme  on  fe  Rys  3324 

A  merie  child  he  was  so  god  me  saue . 

Wel  coufe  he  laten  blood  or  clippe  or  schaue 
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And  make  a  cbarfcer  of*  lond  or  an  aqaitance 

In  twenty  maner  couj^e  he  trippe  and  daonce  3328 

After  )>e  scole  of  Oxenforde  ]k> 

And  wi^  his  legges  casten  to  and  ixo 

And  playen  songes  on  a  smal  rubible 

Ther-to  he  song*  som  tyme  a  lowde  quynyble/  3332 

And  as  wel  conjee  he  pleye  on  a  giteme 

In  all  ))e  toiin  nas  brewhons  ne  tauerne 

Thaf  he  ne  visited  vnp  his  solas 

Ther  any  gailkrd  tappestere  was  3336 

But*  soth  to  sein  he  was  somdel  squaymous 

Of*  fartyng*  and  of*  speche  daungerous 

IF  This  absolon  ]>at<  loly  was  and  gay 

Go])  with  a  censer  on  ^e  haly  day  3340 

Sensyng*  ]>e  wyfes  of  ])e  parische  fast* 

And  many  a  lonely  look*  on  hem  he  cast* 

And  namely  on  Jjis  carpunteres  wyf 

To  loke  on  hire  him  J^onghf  a  meiy  lijf  3344 

Sche  was  so  proper  and  swete  and  swete  and  licorous 

I  dar  wel  sein  if*  sche  hadde  ben  a  moos 

And  he  a  catte  he  wolde  hire  hente  anooh) 

This  parissche  clerk*  fia  ioly  absolon  ci««fi7,biieic] 

ha])  in  his  herte  such  a  loue  longynge 

That*  of  no  wijf  took*  he  non  oflftynge 

ffor  cnrtesie  he  seide  he  wolde  non 

The  moone  whan  it*  was  night*  ful  briglite  schon  3352 

And  Absolon  his  giteme  ha]>  I-take 

ffor  paramoure  he  ])oughte  for  to  wake 

And  for])  he  gof  iolyf  and  amorous 

Til  he  com  to  pe  carpunteres  hous  3350 

A  litel  after  cokkes  had  y-crowe 

And  dressed  him  vp  by  a  schot*  wyndowe 

Thas  was  vpon  jje  carpenteres  walle 

he  synge])  in  his  voys  gentil  and  smalle  3360 

Now  dere  lady  if  Ji  willes  be 

I  prey  yow  fat*  je  wil  Rewe  on  me 
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fibl  wel  acoidant*  to  his  gitemyng* 

This  Carpenter  awok*  and  herde  him  syng*  3364 

And  spak*  vnto  his  ynjf*  and  seyde  anoon) 
What  Alisofi  heiis  pon  not  ahsolon 
That^  chaunte))  ))us  vnder  oore  boures  walle 
And  sche  answerde  hir  housbonde  ^er  wip  ollc  3368 

Yis  god  woof  lohon  I  here  it  euery  del 
This  passe])  for]>  what*  wile  ^e  bet*  fan  wel 
firo  day  to  day  pia  ioly  Absolon 

So  wowef  hire  ]>at*  him  is  woo  bigon  3372 

he  wake])  al  pe  night*  and  al  fe  day 
he  kembede  his  lokkes  brode  and  made  hem  gay 
he  wowe^  liire  by  menes  and  brocage/ 
And  swore  he  wolde  ben  hir  onghne  page/  3376 

he  synge])  brokking*  as  a  nightyngale 
he  sente  hire  pyment  meth  and  spiced  ale/ 
And  wafres  pypyng*  hoof  out  of*  Je  gleede 
And  for  sche  was  of*  town  he  profred  meede  3380 

ffor  somme  folk*  wol  be  wonnen  for  richesse 
And  somme  for  strokes  and  somme  for  gcntilncsse 
8om  tyme  to  schewe  his  lightnesse  and  maystrio 
he  pleieth  heraudes  ypon  a  scaffold  hyo  (imr48j 

Buf  whaf  anayle)>  him  as  in  pia  caas 
Sche  loueji  so  ]7is  heende  ]^icholas 
Thaf  Absolon  may  blowe  ]>e  buckes  horn 
he  ne  ha)i>  for  his  labour  buf  a  skom  3388 

And  ]ius  sche  make])  absolon  here  ape 
And  afi  his  Emesf  tume])  titt  a  lape 
ffor  Bof  is  pia  prouerbe  if  is  no  lye 

Men  seiu  righf  pua  alwey  pey  neighe  si  ye  3392 

make))  pe  ferre  leef^  to  be  loth 
ffor  ]K>ugh  ^af  absolon  be  wood  or  Avro]) 
By  cause  ])af  he  fer  was  from  hire  sighf 
pis  neigh  Nicholas  stood  in  his  light  330G 

IT  Now  here  ye  wel  heende  Nicholas 
ffor  absolon  may  waille  and  synge  alios 
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And  so  bifelt  it  on  a  Saturday 

This  Carpunter  was  gon  to  Osenay  3400 

And  heende  Nicholas  and  alisofi 
Acorded  be  to  fis  Conclusiofi 
That  Nicholas  schal  schapen  hem  a  wile 
This  seely  lalous  housbonde  to  by-gyle  3404 

And  if*  so  be  \>q  game  wente  aright* 
Sche  scholde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  nyghf 
ffor  fia  was  his  desyr  and  hire  also 

And  right*  anon  wi))Outen  wordes  mo  3408 

This  Nicholas  no  lenger  wolde  tarie 
But  do])  ful  softe  vnto  his  chambre  carie 
Boj)e  mete  and  drynke  for  a  day  or  tweye 
And  to  hire  housbonde  bad  hir  for  to  seye  3412 

If*  fat*  he  axed  after  Nicholas 
Sche  scholde  say  sche  nyste  wher  he  was 
Of*  al  fat*  day  sche  seigh  him  nought*  wif  eye 
Sche  trowed  fat  he  was  in  maladye  3416 

ffor  for  no  cry  hir  mayde  coufe  him  calle 
he  nolde  answere  for  nof ing*  fat*  mighte  falle 
This  passef  forf  al  f  ilke  Saturday 

That*  Nicholas  stille  in  his  Chambre  lay  n«»f «.  back] 

And  eef  or  sleep  or  dede  what*  him  lists 
Til  Sonday  fat*  fe  sonne  gof  to  reste 
This  sely  carpunter  haf  gret*  meruaylc 
Of*  Nicholas  or  what*  f ing*  might*  him  aylc  3424 

And  sayde  I  am  adrad  by  seint*  Thomas 
It*  stondeth  nat*  aright*  with  Nicholas 
God  schilde  fat*  he  deide  sodeinly 

This  world  ifi  now  ful  tykett  sikerly  3428 

I  seigh  to  day  a  cors  y-bom  to  cherclie 
That*  now  a  monday  last*  I  saugh  him  werche 
Go  vp  quod  he  vnto  his  knaue  anon 
Clcpe  at*  his  dore  or  knocke  with  a  stooii)  3432 

loke  how  it  is  and  telle  me  boldely 
This  knaue  gof  him  vp  ful  sturdily 
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And  af  pe  chambre  dore  wliil  paif  he  stood 

he  criede  and  knokkede  as  pat  he  were  wood  3436 

What*  how  what*  do  30  mayster  Nicholay 

how  may  30  sleepen  al  pe  longe  day 

But*  al  for  nought*  he  herde  nought*  a  word 

An  hole  he  fond  ful  lough  ypon  a  bord  3440 

Ther  as  pe  catte  was  wont  in  for  to  creepe 

And  at*  ^at*  hole  he  loked  in  fid  deepe/ 

And  atte  ksf  he  hadde  of*  him  a  sight* 

This  nicholas  sat  cuer  capyng*  ypnght  3444 

As  he  hadde  keked  on  pe  newe  moone 

And  doun  he  go]>  and  tolde  his  mayster  soone 

In  what*  array  he  saugh  J^is  ilke  man 

This  Carpunter  to  blessen  him  bigan  3448 

And  seyde  help  ys  seinte  ffredeswide 

A  man  woot*  litel  what*  him  schal  betyde/ 

This  man  is  falle  with  his  astronomie 

In  som  woodnesse  or  in  som  agonye  3452 

I  ^nght  ay  wel  how  fat  it  scholde  be 

Men  scholde  not*  knowe  of*  goddes  priuite 

Je  blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man 

That*  nought*  but  oonly  his  bileeue  can  [i«if  49] 

So  ferd  ano]»er  clerk*  with  astronomie 

he  walked  in  f  e  feeldes  for  to  prie 

vppon  pe  sterres  what*  J>er  schuldc  bifalle 

Til  he  was  in  a  Marie  pit*  y-falle  3460 

he  saugh  nought  fat*  but*  ^it*  by  seint*  Thomas 

Me  reweth  sore  of*  heende  Nicholas 

lie  schal  bo  rated  of*  his  studyyng* 

If^  J?at»  I  may  by  Ihem  *  heuene  king*  v  Ms.  ihc'  ] 

Gete  me  a  staf*  fat*  I  may  vnderspore 

Whil  fat  f ou  Eobyn  heuest*  vp  f e  dore 

he  schal  out*  of*  his  studying*  as  I  gesse 

And  to  fe  chambre  dore  he  gan  him  dresso  3468 

his  knauo  was  a  strong*  carl  for  f  e  nones 

And  by  f  0  hasp  he  heef*  it  /  of*  at*  oones 
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In  to  ])e  floor  ]>e  dore  flU'  anon 

This  Nicholas  sat*  ay  as  stille  as  stoon  3472 

And  euere  capede  ypward  in  to  the  ayre 

This  Carpunter  wende  he  were  in  despaire 

And  hent*  him  by  J>e  schuldres  mightyly 

And  schook*  him  harde  and  cryed  epitously  3476 

What  Nicholas  what*  how  looke  a  doun 

Awake  and  ))enk*  on  cristes  passioun 

I  crouche  }}e  from  Elues  and  fro  wightes 

Ther-wiJ>  pe  night*  spelt  seyde  he  anon  rightes  3480 

Of*  foure  halues  of*  \>e  hous  aboute 

And  on  pe  ]>re88chefold  on  ])e  doro  wi])Oute 

Ihefiu  crist*  and  seynt*  Benedight* 

Blesse  J>is  hous  from  euc?y  wikkede  wight*  3484 

fFor  j^e  nightes  verye  Jje  white  Pate  noster 

Where  wentestow  pon  seinte  peteris  suster 

And  atte  laste  J^is  heende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sike  sore  and  seyde  alias  3488 

Schal  al  fe  werld  be  lost*  eft*  sones  now 

This  Carpenter  answerde  what*  seist*  J?ou 

What*  J)ink*  on  god  as  we  doon  men  pat*  swynko 

Tliis  nicholas  answerde  feche  me  drynke  Detf  i9,  back] 

And  after  wol  I  speke  in  priuitee 

Of*  certein  fing*  fat*  touchej)  Jjc  and  me 

I  wil  telle  it  non  of er  man  certeyn 

This  Carpenter  go)>  down  and  comef  agein  3496 

And  brought*  of*  mighty  ale  a  large  quart* 

And  whan  fat*  ech  of*  liem  hadde  dronken  liis  part* 

This  Nicholas  his  dorc  faste  schette 

And  doun  fe  Carpunter  by  liim  he  sette  3500 

And  seyde  lohii  myn  hooste  leef*  and  deere 

Thou  schalt*  vpon  my  troufe  swere  me  heere 

That*  to  no  wight*  f ou  schtdt*  f  is  counseil  wreyo 

ifor  it*  is  cristes  counseill  fat*  I  seie/  3504 

And  if*  f ou  telle  it  man  f ou  art^  forlore/ 

Sot  f  is  vengance  f  ou  schalt*  hauc  f  erf  ore 
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Thal^  if*  fou  wreie  me  j)ou  schalt*  be  wood 

If  Nay  crisf  forbede  it  for  his  holy  blood  3508 

Quod  po  yis  sely  man  I  nam  no  labbe 

Ne  ])Ough  I  seie  I  nam  not;'  leef  to  gabbe 

Sey  what*  ]k>u  wolt*  I  schal  it  neuer  teUe 

To  child  ne  wijf<  by  him  ])at*  hariede  belle/  3512 

Kow  lohan  quod  Nicholas  I  wil  nou3t*  lye 

I  bane  I-founde  in  myn  astrologie/ 

As  I  haue  loked  in  pe  moone  brighf 

That*  now  a  monday  next  at  quarter  night  3516 

Schal  falle  a  Eayn  and  ])at*  so  wilde  and  wood 

Thaf  half*  so  gret*  was  neuer  Nowels  flood 

This  world  he  seide  in  lasse  ]>an  in  an  hour 

Schal  al  be  dreynt*  so  hidous  is  pe  schour  3520 

Thus  schal  mankynde  drenche  and  leese  here  lif 

This  Carpunter  answerde  alias  my  wijf* 

And  schal  sche  drenche  alias  myn  aUsoun 

ffor  Borwe  of  ])is  he  fell  almost*  a  doun  3524 

And  seyde  is  ]>er  no  remedye  in  ))is  caas 

Whi  jis  for  gode  quod  heende  Nicholas 

If  ]k)U  wolf  worchen  after  lore  and  red 

Thou  mayst*  no^f  werken  after  fin  oughno  heed         [leaf  w] 

ffor  ]^us  seij)  Salamon  ])af  was  ful  trcwe 

Work*  att  by  counseitt  and  f  ou  schalf  nought*  rewe 

And  if*  f ou  worken  wolt*  by  good  counseille 

I  yndertake  wijwute  mast*  or  seile  3532 

Tef  schal  I  saue  hire  and  pe  and  me/ 

hasf  you  nought*  herde  how  saued  was  Noe 

Whan  ^f  owre  lord  ha])  warned  him  biforn 

Thaf  afl*  J?e  world  with  water  schulde  be  lorn  3536 

)is  quod  )>is  Carponter  fol  ^ore  ago 

hastow  not*  herd  quod  Nicholas  also 

The  sorwe  of*  Noe  wif  his  felaschipe 

Or  J»t«  he  mighte  gete  his  wif*  to  schipe  3540 

him  hadde  leuer  I  dar  wel  vndertake 

At*  ))Uke  tyme  pan  att  his  wejieres  blake 
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That*  sclie  hadde  a  schip  hir  self*  aUon 

And  Jjer-fore  wost*  fou  what*  is  best*  to  doon  3544 

This  axej)  haste  and  of*  an  hastyf*  f ing< 

Men  may  nought  preche  or  make  tarying* 

Anon  go  gete  vs  faste  in  to  pis  Inne 

A  knedyng*  trough  or  elles  a  kemelynne  3548 

ifor  ech  of*  vs  but*  look*  ]jat  Jjey  ben  large 

In  which  men  mowe  swymme  as  in  a  barge 

And  han  per  vitailles  suffisaunt* 

But*  for  a  day  fy  on  fe  remenaunt  3552 

The  water  schal  aslake  and  gon  a  way 

Aboute  prime  vpon  jje  nexte  day 

But*  Robyn  may  not*  wite  of*  J>is  fi  knaue/ 

Ne  eek*  fy  mayde  gylle  I  may  nought*  saue/  3556 

Axe  nought  why  for  fough  J)ou  axe  me 

I  wol  nought*  tellen  goddes  priuite 

Suffice))  Jje  but*  if*  J)i  wittes  madde 

To  haue  as  gret*  a  grace  as  noe  hadde  3560 

Thi  wif*  schal  I  wel  sauen  out*  of*  doute 

Go  now  J)i  wey  and  speed  J>e  heer  aboute/ 

But  when  ]>ou  hast  for  hire  and  pe  and  me 

Y-geten  vs  pese  knedyng*  tubbes  Jjre  [leaf  so,  back] 

Than  schalt*  ])ou  hang*  hem  in  \>e  rof*  ful  hye 

That*  noman  of*  oure  purueance  espye 

And  whan  ]x)u  pus  hast*  don  as  I  haue  seyd 

And  hast*  oure  vitailes  faire  in  hem  y-leyde  3568 

And  eek*  an  ax  to  smyte  J^e  corde  a  tuo 

Whan  pat*  f e  water  come))  fat*  we  may  go 

And  broke  an  hole  an  heigh  vpon  f  e  gable 

vnto  pe  gardeynward  ouer  pe  stable  3572 

That*  we  may  freely  passen  forp  oure  wey 

Whan  pat*  pe  grete  schour  is  gon  a  wey 

Thanne  schalt*  pou  swymme  as  mery  I  vndertake 

As  dop  pe  white  dokc  after  his  drake  3576 

Than  wol  I  clepe  how  alison  how  loon 

Be  merie  for  pe  flood  wol  passe  anon 
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And  Jk>u  wolf  eein  hailt  maister  Nicholay 

Goode  morwen  I  see  f  e  wel  for  it  is  day  3580 

And  ^anne  sclial  we  be  lordes  alt  oure  lif" 

Of"  alle  fe  world  as  Noe  and  his  wijf* 

Buf  Jat*  of*  00  Jing  I  warne  fe  fal  right* 

Be  wel  auysed  on  ))at*  ilke  night*  3584 

That*  we  ben  entred  in  to  fe  schippes  boord 

That*  noon  of*  vs  ne  speke  nought*  a  word 

Ke  clepe  ne  ciye  but  been  in  his  preyere 

ffor  it*  is  goddes  oughne  heeste  deere  3588 

Thy  wijf  and  Jou  mot*  hange  fer  atwynno 

ffor  ])at*  betwixe  30U  scbal  be  no  synne 

No  more  in  lokyng*  fan  fer  schal  in  dede 

This  ordinance  is  seid  go  god  fe  speede  3592 

To  morwe  at*  nigbt*  whan  men  ben  aft  on  sleepe 

In  to  our  knedyn  tubbes  wil  we  creepe 

And  sitten  fer  abidyng'  goddes  grace 

Go  now  fy  wey  I  haue  no  longer  space  3596 

To  make  of"  f is  no  longer  sermonyng* 

Men  sein  f  us  sonde  f  e  wise  and  sey  no  f  ing* 

fou  art*  so  wys  it  needef  f e  nought*  to  teche 

Go  saue  oure  lyf  and  fat  I  fe  beseche  |i<«f  51] 

IF  This  seely  Carpunter  gof  forf  his  wey 

fful  ofte  he  seyde  alias  and  weylawey 

And  to  his  wijf  he  tolde  his  pn'uitee 

And  scbe  was  warr  and  knew  it*  bef  fan  he  3604 

What*  al  f is  queynte  cast*  was  for  to  seye 

But*  naf  eles  sche  ferde  as  sche  wolde  deye 

And  seyde  alias  go  forf  f  i  weie  anon 

help  vs  to  scape  or  we  ben  deede  echon  3608 

I  am  fi  trewe  verray  wedded  wijf* 

Go  deere  spouse  and  help  to  saue  oure  lijf* 

If  lo  which  a  gret*  f  ing*  is  affectioil 

Men  may  dye  of*  ymaginaciofi  3612 

So  deepe  may  impressions  be  take 

This  seely  Carponter  bygynnef  quake 
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him  Jjenketh  verraily  faf  he  may  so 

Noe  flood  come  walkyng*  as  fe  see  3616 

To  drenchen  alison  his  hony  deere 

he  weepej)  waiUef  maketh  sory  cheere/ 

he  syke])  wif  ful  many  a  soiy  swogB. 

And  go])  and  gete}>  him  a  knedyng*  troiigli  3620 

And  after  a  tubbe  and  a  kemelyn 

And  primly  he  sent*  hem  to  liis  In 

And  hyng*  hem  in  pe  roof*  in  priuite 

his  oughne  hond  he  made  eek*  leJdres  fre  3624 

To  clymben  by  jje  ronges  and  pe  stalkes 

vnto  J)e  tubbes  hangyng*  in  )>e  balkes 

And  hem  vitailled  bof  e  trough  and  tubbe 

Wij)  bred  and  cheese  and  good  ale  in  a  lubbe/  3628 

Suflfisyng  right*  ynough  as  for  a  day 

But*  ar  ))at*  he  hadde  maad  al  ]7is  array 

he  sent*  his  knaue  and  eek*  his  wencho  also 

ypon  his  neede  to  londou  for  to  go  3632 

And  on  fe  monday  whan  it*  drough  to  niglit* 

he  schette  his  dore  wi}70ute  candel  light* 

And  dressed  att  ])ingi  as  it*  scholde  be/ 

And  schortly  clomben  vp  aft  J?re/  [leaf  6i,  tack] 

Thei  setten  stille  wel  a  forlong*  way 

Now  pater  noster  clum  seide  Nicholay 

And  Clum  quod  lohn  and  Clum  seido  aHsoil 

This  Carpunter  seide  his  deuociofi  3640 

And  stille  he  sitte  and  bidde))  his  prayere 

Awaityng*  on  the  rayn  if  he  it  heere 

The  deth  sleepe  for  wery  bysynesse 

£&1  on  ])is  Carpunter  right*  as  I  gesse  3644 

Aboute  corfew  tyme  or  litel  more 

ffor  trauaille  of  his  gost*  he  gronep  sore 

And  eft*  he  route))  for  his  heed  myslay 

Doun  of*  pe  laddre  stalkej)  Nicholay  3648 

And  alisotl  ful  softe  a  doun  sche  spedde 

"WijK)uten  wordes  mo  J)oy  gon  to  bedde 
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Ther  as  pe  carpunter  is  wont*  to  lye 

Ther  was  J)8  leuel  and  )>e  melodye/  3652 

And  ^us  lith  alisofl  and  Nicholas 

In  busynease  of*  merj)e  and  of  solas 

Til  J»t  Jw  bello  of*  laudes  gan  to  i^'ngo 

And  the  freies  in  pe  chaunceH'  gonne  synge/  3G56 

This  paiische  clerk*  pis  amorous  absolon 

That*  is  for  loue  alwey  so  wo  bigon 

vpon  )>e  monday  was  at*  Osenay 

With  compaignie  him  to  desport*  and  play  3660 

And  axed  vpon  caas  a  cloisterer 

fful  priuily  after  lohfl  fe  Carpunter 

And  he  drough  him  a  part*  out*  of  fe  chirche 

And  seyde  I  not*  I  saugh  him  heere  nought*  worcho     366  i 

Sipfe  Saturday  I  trowe  )>at*  he  he  went* 

ffor  tymber  fere  oure  abbot*  haf  bjm  sent* 

ffor  he  is  wont*  for  tymber  for  to  go 

And  dwelle  atte  graunge  a  day  or  tuo  3668 

Or  elles  he  is  at*  his  hons  certeyn 

Wher  J^at*  he  be  I  can  nought*  sojjly  sein 

This  absolon)  ful  ioly  was  and  light* 

And  )K>ughte  now  is  tyme  to  wake  al  nyglit*  [leaf  saj 

ffor  sikerly  I  saugh  him  nought*  styryng* 

Aboute  his  dore  syn  day  bigan  to  spring* 

So  mote  I  j?nue  I  schal  at*  cokkes  crowe 

fful  priuily  knokken  as  his  wyndowe  3676 

That*  stant^  ful  lowe  vpon  his  boures  wallc 

To  alisoii  now  wol  I  tellen  eMe 

My  loue  longyug*  for  jit*  I  schal  not*  misse 

That*  atte  laste  wey  I  schal  hir  kisse  3680 

Som  maner  comfort*  schal  I  haue  par  fay 

My  mou)y  haf  icched  al  ])is  longe  day 

That*  is  a  signe  of*  kissyng*  atte  leste 

Al  night*  me  mette  eek*  I  was  at*  a  feeste  3684 

Therfore  I  wol  go  sleepe  an  our  or  tweye 

And  al  fc  night*  fan  wol  I  wol  I  wake  and  pleyo 
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Whan  J)at*  J>e  ferste  cok*  haj)  crowe  anon 

vp  risf  fis  loly  louer  absolon)  3688 

And  him  arraye])  gay  and  poynt/  douyse 

But*  ferst*  he  chewe])  grayn  and  likoriae 

To  smellen  swoote  or  he  hadde  kempt*  his  here 

vnder  his  tonge  a  trewe  loue  he  beere/  3692 

£For  J>er-by  wende  he  to  be  gracious 

he  rowmeth  to  pe  carpenteres  hous 

And  stille  he  stant*  vnder  )>e  schot  wyndowe 

vnto  his  brest*  if  raught*  if  was  so  lowe/  3696 

And  softe  he  coughed  vrif  a  semy  soun 

Whaf  do  3e  hony  combe  swete  alisoun) 

My  faire  brid  my  sweete  synamome/ 

Awaketh  lemman  myn  and  spekej)  to  me  3700 

Wep]  litel  ]>enken  30  vpon  my  woo 

Thaf  for  30ure  loue  I  swete  as  I  go 

No  wonder  is  fough  Jjaf  I  swelte  and  swete 

I  mome  as  do]>  \>e  lambe  after  pe  teete  3704 

I-wys  lew  man  I  haue  such  loue  longyng* 

Thaf  lik*  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  moornyng* 

I  may  nof  ete  namore  pan  a  mayde/ 

Go  fro  f  e  wyndow  lakke  fool  sche  sayde  [leaf  55,  tack] 

As  help  me  god  if  wil  nof  be  com  pame/ 

I  loue  anojjer  and  elles  I  were  to  blame/ 

Wei  bette  fan  fe  by  Ihe^u  absolon 

Go  forJ>  pi  wey  or  I  wil  caste  a  stoon  3712 

And  lete  me  slepe  a  twenty  deuel  way 

Alias  quod  absolon  and  weyloway 

Thaf  trewe  loue  was  euer  so  yuel  besette/ 

Than  kisse  me  syn  it  may  be  no  bette/  3716 

ffor  ih^us  loue  and  for  ]>e  loue  of  me 

Wolf  ))0U  fan  go  fi  way  J>er-with  qiiod  sche 

Ye  certes  lemman  quod  fis  absolon 

Than  make  pe  redy  quod  sche  I  come  anon)  3720 

[ 

710  gap  in  the  MS.] 

This  absolon  doun  sctt«  him  on  his  knees 
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And  saide  I  am  a  lord  at*  alio  degrees  3724 

fToT  after  ])is  I  hope  ]>cr  come)»  more 

lemman  ^i  grace  and  sweete  brid  ])in  ore 

The  wyndow  sche  vndo])  and  ftii?  in  hast/ 

hane  do  quod  sche  com  of*  and  speed  ^e  faste  3723 

lest*  pat*  our  neighehore  ^  espie 

This  aheolon  gan  wipe  his  mou)>  M  drye 

Derk*  was  ]>e  night*  as  piche  or  as  ]>e  cole 

And  at*  the  wyndow  out*  sche  putte  hire  hole  3732 

And  absolon  him  fil  no  het*  ne  weis 

But*  wi})  his  mou])  he  kiste  hire  naked  ers/ 

ffal  aanorly  er  he  were  war  of*  pia/ 

A  hak*  he  sterf  and  ]>oughf  it  was  amys/  3736 

fibr  wel  he  wiste  a  womman  hsip  no  herd 

he  felt*  a  ping*  al  rough  and  longe  y-hcred 

And  sayde  fy  alias  what*  haue  I  do 

Tehe  quod  sche  and  clapf  )>e  wyndow  to  3740 

And  absolon  go)>  for])  a  soiy  pas 

A  herde  a  herd  seide  heende  Nicholas 

By  goddes  corpus  ]>is  goth  faire  and  wel 

This  sely  absolon  herde  it*  euery  del  374  i 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  byte 

And  to  himself*  he  soyde  I  schal  ]>e  quyto  dear  531 

Who  mbbe]y  now  who  frotep  now  his  lippps 

With  dust*  with  sond  wijj  straw  with  cloj)  wif  chippes 

But*  absolon  pat*  seith  f ul  oftc  alias/ 

My  soule  bitake  I  to  Satemas/ 

But*  me  were  leuere  pan  al  pis  toun  quod  he/ 

Of  pis  despite  awroken  for  to  be  3752 

Alias  quop  he  alias  I  ne  badde  y-bleynt* 

his  bote  loue  is  cold  and  al  yqueynt* 

ffor  fro  pat*  tyme  pat*  he  hadde  kest*  hire  ei*s 

Of*  paramours  he  sette  not*  a  kers/  3756 

ffor  he  was  heled  of*  his  maladie/ 

ffal  ofte  paramoures  he  gan  diffie 

And  weepe  as  dop  a  child  pat*  is  y-bete/ 

A  softe  paas  he  wente  ouer  pe  strete/  3760 
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vntil  a  Smyth  men  clepen  daun  Geruays 

That*  in  his  forge  smythief  plough  hamays 

he  scharpef  scharre  and  Colter  bisyly. 

This  absolon  knokke)?  al  Esely  3764 

And  sayde  vnto  Geruays  and  \>bV  anon) 

What*  who  art*  J)ou  it*  am  I  absolon) 

What*  absolon  for  cristes  swete  tree 

Why  ryse  so  rafe  benedicite  3768 

What*  eylej)  30U  som  gay  gerl  god  it  woot 

haj?  brought*  30U  J>us  vpon  fe  viritoot 

By  seinte  note  30  wot*  wel  what  I  me[ne] 

This  absolon  ne  roughte  nat*  a  bene  3772 

Of*  aft  his  pley  no  word  a-gayn  he  gaf* 

he  hadde  more  tow  on  his  distaf* 

Than  Geruays  knew  and  sayde  frend  so  deere 

The  hoote  Culter  in  fe  Chemenye  heere  3776 

As  lene  it  me  I  haue  fer-wij)  to  done/ 

I  wol  bringe  it*  agayn  ful  soone 

Geruais  answerde  certes  were  it*  gold 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  att  vntold  3780 

Thou  scholdest*  haue  as  I  am  trewe  smith 

Ey  cristes  foo  what*  wol  3e  don  J>er-with  Ueaf  65,  \mk] 

Ther-of*  quod  absolon  be  as  be  may 

I  schal  wel  telle  it  Je  to  morwe  day  3784 

And  caughte  J)e  culter  by  Jje  colde  stele 

fful  sofbe  out*  a])  pe  dore  he  gan  to  stele 

And  went*  vnto  J>e  Carpenteres  wal 

he  koughede  ferst*  and  knokkede  fer  wij?  al  3788 

vpon  fe  wyndow  right*  as  he  dede  ere/ 

This  alison  answerde  who  is  ])ere 

That*  knokke]}  as  I  warant*  if  a  ]}eef* 

Why  nay  quod  he  god  woof  my  sweete  leef*  3792 

I  am  ]>'m  absolon  pi  dereling* 

Of*  gold  quod  he  I  haue  J>e  broughf  a  ryng* 

My  moder  yaf*  if  me  so  god  me  saue/ 

fful  fyn  if  is  and  ))er-to  wel  y-graue  3796 

CORPUS    108 


GROUP  A.   §  4.  miller's  tale.  Corpus  MS.      109 

This  wol  I  yiuen  ^e  if*  }>oa  me  kisse 

This  Nicholas  was  liseu  for  to  pisse/ 

And  ])oughf  he  wolde  amenden  al  ]>e  lape/ 

he  scholde  kisse  his  ers  or  ]^at*  he  scape  3800 

And  vp  pe  wyndow  dide  he  hastily 

And  out*  his  ers  he  pntte  priuily 

Oner  pe  huttok^  to  pe  haunche  bon 

And  per-wi]7  spak*  pis  clerk*  pis  absoloo)  3804 

Spek*  swete  brid  I  not*  wher  fou  arf 

This  Nicholas  anon  leef  flee  a  fart< 

As  gref  as  it*  hadde  ben  a  ponder  dent 

That*  wip  pe  strook*  he  was  almost*  y-blent*  3808 

And  he  was  redy  wip  his  Iren  hoot* 

And  Nicholas  in  pe  ers  he  smoof 

Of*  gop  pe  skyn  an  hande  brood  aboute/ 

The  hoote  culter  brenned  so  his  tonte/  3812 

And  for  pe  smerte  he  wende  for  to  dye 

As  he  were  wood  for  woo  he  gan  to  crj'e/ 

help  water  water  help  for  goddes  herte 

This  Carpnnter  out*  of*  his  slomber  sterte  3816 

And  herde  on  cryen  watir  as  he  were  wood 

And  pought*  alias  now  comep  Noweles  flood  [icnr  5i] 

And  sette  him  vppe  wipoute  wordes  mo 

And  wip  an  ax  he  smot*  pe  corde  a  tuo  3820 

And  donn  gop  al  he  fond  Deyper  to  selle/ 

No  breed  nor  ale  til  he  com  to  pe  selle/ 

vpon  pe  floor  and  per  a  swowen  he  lay 

Tp  sterte  hire  alisofi  and  Nicholay  3824 

and  cried  out*  and  harrow  in  pe  strete 

The  neigheboures  bope  smale  and  grete 

In  ronnen  for  to  gauren  on  pis  man 

That*  a  swowen  lay  bope  pale  and  wan  3828 

ffor  with  pat  falle  he  brosten  hap  his  arm 

But*  stonde  he  moste  tnto  his  oughne  harm 

ffor  whan  he  spak*  he  was  anon  bore  domi 

With  heende  Nicholas  and  alisoim  3832 
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They  tolden  euery  man  f  af  he  was  wood 

he  was  a-gasf  so  of  Jje  Nowels  flood 

Thurgh  fantasie  fat*  of*  his  vanite 

he  hadde  y-boughf  him  kned3mg'  tubbes  pre  3836 

And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  fe  roof  aboue 

And  faf  he  preyed  him  for  goddes  lone 

To  sitten)  in  j)e  roof*  par  companye 

The  folk*  gan  langhen  at*  his  fantasie  3840 

And  to  J>e  roof*  fay  loken  and  fei  cape 

And  torned  alt  his  harm  mto  a  lape 

ffor  what*  so  fis  Carpenter  answerde 

It*  was  for  nought*  no  men  his  resofi  herde  3844 

"With  oJ)es  grete  he  was  so  sworn  a  doun 

That*  he  was  holden  wood  in  alt  fat*  toun 

ffor  euery  clerk*  anon  right*  heeld  with  ofer 

They  seyde  fe  man  is  wood  my  leeue  biof cr  3848 

And  euery  wight*  gan  langhen  at*  his  strif* 

Thus  swyued  was  fe  Carpnnteres  wijf* 

ffor  alt  his  keepyng*  and  his  lalousye/ 

And  absolon  haf  kist*  hir  nefer  yhe  3852 

And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  his  toute// 

This  tale  is  don  and  god  saue  al  f  e  route  [leiif  54,  Ucit] 

%  Explicit  fabula  Molendinarij 
[No  gap  in  fhe  MS.] 
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%  Here  bygynnej)  J?e  Reeues  tale 

Whan  folk*  han  laughen  af  J)is  nyce  cas 
' '    Of*  absolon  and  heende  Nicholas  t  o.  iij». 

Diueise  folk*  diueisely  J>ey  seyde 
Bat*  for  ])e  more  part*  ])ei  lough  and  pleyde 
Ne  at*  ])is  tale  I  saogh  noman  him  grceiie 
But*  it*  were  oonly  Osewold  fe  Reeue  38G0 

By  cause  he  was  of*  Carpenteres  craft* 
A  litel  Ire  is  in  his  herte  laft* 
he  gan  to  grucche  and  blamen  it*  a  lite 
So  }h3  ik*  quod  he  ful  wel  couJ>e  I  )>e  quyte  3864 

With  bleiyng*  of  a  proud  melleies  ye 
If*  jKit*  me  liste  to  speke  of*  Ribaudie 
But*  yk*  am  old  me  list*  not*  pley  for  age 
Gias  tyme  is  don  my  fodder  is  forage/  38G8 

This  white  top  write^  myn  olde  3eres 
myn  herte  is  also  mouled  as  myn  heeres 
But*  iP  I  fare  as  do)»  an  open  ers 

That^  ilke  fruyt*  is  euer  lengcre  pe  wers  3872 

Til  it*  be  roten  in  mullok*  or  in  stree/ 
We  olde  men  I  drede  so  fare  we 
Tn  we  be  roten  can  we  nought*  be  ripe 
We  hoppen  alwey  whil  fe  world  wil  pipe  3876 

ffor  in  oure  wiUe  fex  stlke^  euer  a  naile 
To  haue  an  hoor  heer  and  a  greene  tailo 
As  hsLp  a  leek*  for  ])ough  oure  might*  be  gou 
Oure  wille  desire))  folic  euer  in  oon)  3880 

ffor  whan  we  may  nought*  doon  fan  wole  we  speke 
yef  in  oure  asschen  olde  is  fyr  y-reke 
ffoure  gleedes  han  we  whiche  I  schal  deuyse/ 
Auauntyng*  lyuyng*  anger  couetyse  3884 

This  foure  sparkes  longe))  vnto  eelde 
Oure  olde  lymes  now  wel  ben  vnwelde 

CORPUS  111 


112    GROUP  A.   §  5.   reeve's  prologue.   Corpofi  MS. 

Buf  wil  ne  schal  nat  fallen  poif  is  so^ 

And  yet;*  baue  I  alway  a  Coltes  tof  [\t»iss} 

As  many  a  3eer  as  it  is  passen  henne 

Syn  fat  my  tappe  of*  lif*  bygan  to  renne 

ffor  sikerly  whan  I  was  born  anoon 

DeJ?  drough  fe  tappe  of  lljf*  and  leet  it  goon  3892 

And  euer  sifen  haj?  so  J?e  toppe  y-ronne 

Til  fat*  almost*  al  empty  is  J>e  tonne 

The  streem  of*  lijf*  now  droppe))  on  fe  chimbe. 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  rynge  and  chymbe.  3896 

Of*  wrecchedenesse  fat*  passed  is  ful  yore 

With  old  folk*  saue  dotage  is  nomore/ 

Whan  fat*  oure  oost*  hadde  herde  f is  sermonyng* 

he  gan  to  spoken  as  loodly  as  a  king*  3900 

he  seyde  what*  amountejj  att  f  is  witte 

What*  schal  we  speke  alday  of*  holy  writte 

The  deuel  maade  a  reeue  for  to  preche 

Or  of  a  Soutere  schipman  or  a  leche  3904 

Sey  forjj  fi  tale  and  tarie  nought*  fe  tyme 

lo  deppeforcJ  and  it  is  haKwey  prime 

lo  Grenewich  fat*  many  a  schrewe  is  Inne 

It  were  al  tyme  fi  tale  for  to  begynne  3908 

Now  sires  qtwd  f  is  Osewold  f  e  Reeue 

I  pray  you  alle  fat*  ye  nought*  30U  greeue 

Thou  T  answere  and  somdel  sette  his  houvo 

ffor  leueful  it*  is  with  force  force  of*  schouve  3912 

This  dronken  mellere  haf  y-told  vs  heere 

how  fat*  bygyled  was  a  Carpuntere/ 

Perauenture  in  scorn  for  I  am  oon 

And  by  youre  leeue  I  schal  him  quyte  anoon)  3916 

Right*  in  his  cherles  termes  wil  I  spoke/ 

I  preye  to  god  his  nekke  mote  tobreke 

he  can  wel  in  myn  30  sen  a  stalke 

But  in  his  owne  he  can  nought*  seen  a  balke/  T  fikbula 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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AT  Tminpyngtofi  nought*  fer  fro  Cantabregge 
Ther  go]>  a  brook*  and  ouer  J^af  a  brcgge 
vppon  pe  whiche  brook*  per  stant*  a  Mello  3923 

And  ))is  is  yerray  8o)>  ])at*  I  30U  telle  [leaf  ss,  back] 

A  meller  was  per  duellyng*  many  a  day 
As  any  pecok*  he  was  proud  and  gay 
Pype  he  cou)>e  and  fissche  and  nettes  beete 
And  tome  coppes  and  wel  wrastle  and  scheete/  3928 

Ay  by  his  belt*  he  bar  a  long*  Panada 
And  of  a  swerd  ful  trenchant  was  pe  blade/ 
A  loly  popper  bar  he  in  his  ponche 

Ther  was  noman  for  peril  durste  him  touche/  3932 

A  scheffeld  thwitel  bar  he  in  his  hose 
Bound  was  his  face  and  Camuse  was  his  nose/ 
Aa  pyled  as  an  ape  was  his  senile 

he  was  a  market*  betero  atte  fulle  3936 

Ther  was  no  wight*  ])at*  dorsf  band  on  him  leggo 
Bu<^  if^  he  swor  he  scholde  anon  abegge 
A  Jeef*  he  was  forsoJ>e  of  com  and  mele 
And  pfiif  a  sleigh  and  vsaimf  for  to  stele  3940 

his  name  was  hoote  deynous  Symkyn 
A  wyf*  he  hadde  come  of"  noble  kyn 
The  parsoun  of*  f e  toun  hir  fader  was/ 
With  hire  he  yaf*  ful  many  a  panne  of*  bras  3944 

ffor  ^t*  Symkyn  scholde  in  his  blood  allye 
Sche  was  y-fostred  in  a  Nonnerie/ 
ffor  symkyn  wolde  no  wyf"  as  he  sayde 
But*  sche  were  wel  ynorissched  and  a  mayde/  3948 

To  sauen  his  estate  of  yomanrie/ 
And  sche  was  proud  and  pert*  as  is  a  pye 
A  ful  fair  sight*  was  it*  vppon  hem  tuo 
On  halidayes  bifom  hire  wolde  he  go  3952 
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Wif  his  typet*  wounden  aboute  his  heede/ 

And  sche  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of*  reede/ 

And  Symkyn  hadde  hosen  of*  ^e  same 

Ther  doiste  no  wight*  clepen  hire  but  dame  3966 

Was  non  so  hardy  ])at*  wente  by  ^e  way 

That*  wi])  hire  doiste  or  ones  rage  or  play 

But*  if*  he  wolde  be  slain  of*  Symkyn 

With  panade  or  with  knyf*  or  boydekyn  n«»f  56] 

ffor  lelous  folk*  ben  perilous  eueremo 

Algate  f&L  wolde  here  wyues  wenden  so 

And  eek*  for  sche  was  somdel  smoterlich 

Sche  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich  3964 

As  ful  of*  hoker  and  of  bisemare 

hire  |>oughte  ])at*  a  lady  schulde  hir  spare 

What*  for  hire  kyniede  and  hire  nortelrie 

That*  sche  hadde  lemed  in  ))e  nonnerie  3968 

A  doughter  hadde  ^e  betwixe  hem  tuo 

Of  twenty  jer  wi]?outen  eny  moo 

Sauyng*  a  childe  ^f  was  of*  half*  ^eer  age 

In  cradel  it*  lay  it*  was  a  proper  page/  3972 

This  wenche  J^ikke  and  wel  ygrowen  was 

Wip  Camoys  nose  and  eyen  grey  as  glas 

Wi]>  buttokes  brode  and  brestes  rounde  and  bye 

Bu<^  right*  fair  was  hire  heer  I  wol  nought*  lye  397$ 

IT  The  parsofi  of  f e  toun  for  sche  was  fair 

In  purpos  was  to  makeu  hire  his  hair 

£o]»e  of*  his  catel  and  his  mesaage 

And  strange  he  made  it/  of*  hire  manage  398O 

his  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hire  hye 

In  to  som  wor)»i  blood  of*  auncetrie/ 

ffor  holy  chirehes  good  moot*  ben  dispended 

On  holy  cherehe  blood  ^at*  is  descended  3984 

Therfore  he  wolde  his  holy  blood  honoure/ 

]>ough  ]>at*  ]>e  holy  chirehe  scholde  deuoure 

Gret*  soken  ha))  pis  meller  out*  of  doute 

Wi>  whete  and  malt*  of  aft  fe  land  aboute/  3988 
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And  nameliche  yei  was  a  gret  coUegge 

Men  clepe]>  pe  Sola  hallo  of  Cantabiegge 

))ere  was  heie  whete  and  eek*  heie  malt*  j-grounde 

And  on  a  day  it  happe^  in  a  stounde  3992 

Syk*  lay  pQ  manciple  on  a  maladie/ 

Men  wenden  wisly  p&if  Le  scliolde  dye 

ffor  which  ^is  meUere  stal  bo]ie  mele  and  corn 

An  hundred  tyme  more  )»anne  bifom  iimrs«pbMk] 

ffor  per  bifom  he  stal  but*  durteysly 

Baf  now  he  was  a  theef*  ontrageously 

ffor  which  pe  wardein  chidde  and  made  fare/ 

But*  Jwr-of^  sette  pe  meller  nought*  a  tare/  4000 

he  crakede  host  and  swor  it  was  nought*  so/ 

Thanne  were  ^ere  ^onge  scoleres  tuo 

That*  dwelten  in  pe  halle  of*  wliich  I  seye 

Tesiyf^  pej  were  and  lusty  for  to  pleye  4004 

And  oonly  for  here  mirthe  and  reucrye 

ypon  pe  wardein  bisily  Jjei  crye 

To  ^f*  hem  leue  but*  a  litel  stounde 

To  go  to  melle  and  seen  bere  com  y-grounde  4008 

And  hardily  ))ei  dorste  leye  here  nekke 

The  mellere  schulde  nat^  stele  hem  half*  a  pekke/ 

OP  com  ne  by  sleigllt^  ne  by  force  hem  Eeue 

And  atte  laste  pe  wardeyn  yaf*  hem  leue  4012 

lohil  bight*  ^at*  oon  and  alayn  hight*  ]»at*  o^r 

Of*  00  toun  were  J>ei  bom  }»t  highte  strother 

ffer  in  the  North  I  can  not*  telle  where 

This  alayn  make];  redy  att  his  gere  4016 

And  on  an  hors  pe  sak*  he  cast*  anon 

ffor])  gop  alayn  pe  clerk*  and  also  lohii 

Wi^  good  swerd  and  wij»  bokeler  by  his  syde 

lohfl  knew  pe  wey  him  needede  no  guyde/  4020 

And  atte  melle  pe  sak*  a  doun  he  layth 

Alain  spak*  first* .  alhail  Symoii  in  fai)) 

how  fares  ]>i  faire  doughter  and  |7i  wyf* 

Alayn  welcome  qiiod  Symkyn  by  my  lyf  4024 
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And  Idhfi  also  how  now  what*  do  36  heere 

Bj  god  quod  lo^  Symond  neede  ha))  no  peere 

him  bihoues  serue  himself*  ]7af  has  na  swayn 

Or  elles  he  is  a  folt*  as  clerkes  sayn  4028 

Oure  manciple  I  hope  he  wil  be  deed 

Swa  werkes  him  ay  jte  wanges  in  his  heed 

And  ])eTfoTe  is  I  come  and  eelc  alayn 

To  grynde  oure  com  and  carie  it  ham  agayn  n^af  57] 

I  pray  you  speedes  ys  heithen  ]>at  ^e  may 

It*  schal  be  don  quod  Symkyn  by  my  fay 

What*  wil  je  doon  whU  pat  if  is  in  hande 

By  god  right*  by  fe  hoper  wil  I  stande  4036 

Quo))  lohan  and  se  how  gates  jte  corn  gas  Inne 

Jit*  saugh  I  neuer  by  my  fader  kynne 

how  ))at*  pe  hoper  wagged  til  and  ^ 

Alayn  answerde  lohn  and  wiltow  swa  4040 

Than  wil  I  be  byne]>e  by  my  croune 

And  se  how  gates  fe  mele  falles  a.  doune 

In-til  fe  trough  Jat*  sal  be  my  disporto 

Quod  lohfi  in  faath  I  may  ben  of*  ^oiir  sorte  4044 

I  is  as  iUe  a  melle  as  ere  je 

This  mellerp  smylede  at  here  nycete 

And  fought*  al  pis  nys  don  but*  for  a  wile 

They  wene  fat*  no  man  hem  may  begyle  4048 

But*  by  my  f rift*  yit*  schal  I  blere  here  ye 

for  al  f e  sleight*  in  here  philosophic 

The  more  queinte  crekes  fat*  fay  make/ 

The  more  wol  I  stele  whan  I  take  4052 

In  stede  of*  flour  3it*  wol  I  yeue  hem  brenne/ 

The  grettest*  clerkes  ben  nought*  f  e  wisest  menne 

As  whilom  to  f e  wolf*  f us  spak*  f e  mare 

Of*  aft  here  arte  counte  I  nou^t*  a  tare/  405  6 

IF  Out*  of*  f e  dore  he  gof  ful  priuely 

Whan  fat*  he  saugh  his  time  softely 

he  lokef  vp  and  doun  til  he  haf  founde 

The  clerkes  hors  f  er  as  it  stood  ybounde  4O6O 
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Behjnde  J>e  millo  vnder  a  leuesel 

And  to  fe  bors  he  go^  him  faire  and  wel 

he  strepe])  of  fe  bridel  right*  anoon 

And  whan  fe  hors  was  lans  he  gynne])  goon)  4064 

Toward  ]»e  fen  psxe  wilde  mares  renne/ 

And  forth  with  wehe  ^orugh  ])ikke  and  J^orugh  Jjenne 

This  meller  go^  agayn  no  word  he  sayde 

But*  do|>  his  note  and  wi]>  hise  clerkes  pleydo      dwif  57,  back] 

Til  })af  hire  com  was  faire  and  wel  y-gronnde 

And  whan  ye  mele  is  sakked  and  y-bounde 

This  lohn  go))  out*  and  fynt*  Ms  hors  away 

And  gan  to  ciye  harrow  and  weylaway  4072 

Oure  hors  is  lost*  Alayn  for  goddes  banes 

Steppe  on  ^i  feet*  com  of*  man  al  at*  anes 

Alias  onre  wardein  has  his  palfray  lorn 

This  aleyn  al  foigat*  bojje  mele  and  com  4076 

Al  was  onf  of*  his  mynde  his  housbondrye 

What*  whilk*  wey  is  he  gon  he  gan  to  crye 

The  wyf*  cam  leepyng*  iaward  at*  a  ren 

Sche  seyde  alias  jour  hors  goth  in  pQ  fen  4080 

With  wilde  mares  as  faste  as  he  may  goo 

Ynthank*  come  on  his  hand  ]>at*  bond  him  so 

And  he  J^af  bettre  scholde  bane  knyt*  fe  reyne 

Alias  qiwd  lohfi  Alayn  for  cristes  peyne  4084 

lay  donn  yi  swerd  and  I  wol  myn  akwa 

I  is  fal  swifb*  god  wat*  as  is  a  Ea 

By  goddes  harte  he  sal  nou^t  scape  vs  h&pQ 

Why  ne  had  ]k>u  pat*  )>e  caple  in  ]>e  lathe  4088 

UhaiUe  by  godde  alayn  )k)u  is  a  fonne 

Thise  sely  clerkes  ban  folfaste  y-ronne 

Towazd  ye  fen  hoye  alayn  and  eek*  lohfL 

And  whan  ye  Mellere  seigh  ])at*  ]>ei  were  gon  4092 

he  half*  a  boisschel  of*  here  com  ha)>  take 

And  bad  his  w\jf  go  knede  if  in  a  cake 

And  seide  I  trowe  ))e  clerkes  weren  aferd 

Tet*  kan  a  mellere  make  a  clerkes  bord  4096 
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ffor  att  his  art*  yet*  lat*  hem  gon  here  weye 

Lo  where  he  gof  ye  laf  pe  children  pleye 

lliey  gete  him  nougfet*  so  lightly  by  my  croun 

Thise  seely  clorkes  rennen  vp  and  doun  4100 

With  keep.  keep,  stand,  stand,  iossa.  warderere  / 

Ga  whistel  J70u  and  I  schal  keepe  him  heere 

But*  schortly  til  if  was  verray  nighf 

They  coujje  nought"  |)ough  fei  dede  aft  here  might*    i^(  Mj 

here  capel  cacche  he  ran  alwey  so  faste 

Til  in  a  diche  j^ei  caught*  him  atte  laste 

Wery  and  wet*  as  beest*  is  in  J)e  rayn 

Comef  seely  lohn  and  with  him  com))  alayn  4108 

IT  Alias  quod  lohfl  Je  day  faf  I  was  born 

Now  ere  we  dryuen  til  hething*  and  til  scorn 

Oure  com  is  stole  men  wil  vs  fooles  calle 

Bo])e  fe  wardein  and  oure  felawes  alle  4112 

And  namely  J?e  melier  weylawey 

Thus  pleynef  lohon  as  he  gof  by  )>e  wey 

Toward  f  e  melle  and  bayard  in  his  hond 

The  melier  sittyng*  by  fe  fyr  he  fond  4116 

flfor  it*  was  nyghf  and  ferf er  might*  he  nought* 

But*  for  J)e  loue  o^  god  fei  him  bisought 

Of  herberwe  and  of*  eose  as  for  here  peny 

The  mellere  seyde  agayn  if*  Jjer  be  eny  4120 

Such  as  if  is  3it  schal  ^q  haue  ^oure  part* 

Myn  hous  is  streit*  but*  jo  ban  lemed  art* 

3e  can  by  argumentcs  make  a  place 

A  myle  brood  of*  twenty  foote  of*  space  4124 

lat*  se  now  if*  fis  place  mow  suffise 

Or  make  it  rowmere  with  speche  as  is  joure  gyse 

Now  Symond  seyde  f  is  lohfl  by  seint  Cuthberd 

As  is  J)OU  mery  and  fat*  is  faire  answerd  4128 

I  haue  herd  say  men  sal  take  of*  tua  ))inges 

Swilk*  as  he  fyndcs  or  take  swilk*  as  he  brynge«/ 

But*  specially  I  pray  fe  ooste  dee  re 

Gete  vs  som  mete  and  drynlc*  and  raak*  vs  checro        4132 
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And  we  wol  payen  trewly  atte  fiille 

With  empty  handes  men  may  naan  haukes  tulle 

Lo  lieer  oure  siluer  reedy  for  til  spende 

This  meller  to  ]>e  toun  his  doughter  sende  4136 

ffor  ale  and  breed  and  rosted  hem  a  goos 

And  boond  here  hors  it  scholde  namore  go  loos 

And  in  his  owne  chambre  he  made  a  bedde 

With  scheetes  and  wiy  chalons  faire  y-spredde      nearss,  bock] 

Noughf  fix>m  his  oughne  bed  ten  foote  or  twelue/ 

his  doughter  hadde  a  bed  al  by  hir  selue/ 

Bight*  in  pe  same  chambre  by  and  by 

It^  mighte  be  no  bette  and  cause  why  4144 

Ther  was  no  romer  herberwe  in  ye  place 

^ey  soupen  and  ^y  speken  hem  of*  solace 

And  diynken  euere  strong  ale  atte  beste 

A-boute  mydnyghf  wente  yei  to  reste  4148 

"Wei  haj>  fe  mellere  vemysshed  his  heed 

ffiil  pale  he  was  for-drunken  and  nou^f  reed 

he  yexeth  and  he  speke])  fm^  pe  nose/ 

As  he  were  on  ^e  quakke  or  on  ye  pose/  4152 

To  bedde  he  go]>  and  with  him  go])  his  wijf 

As  eny  Jay  he  light*  was  and  lolif* 

So  was  hire  loly  wlustel  wel  y-wette 

The  cradell  at*  hire  beddes  feet*  is  sette/  4 1 50 

To  rokken  and  yeue  fe  childe  to  souke 

And  whan  ])af  dronken  was  al  in  ])e  crouke 

To  bedde  wente  ye  doughter  right*  anoon 

To  bedde  go]>  Alayn  and  also  lohji  4150 

Ther  was  nomore  yem  needede  no  dwale 

This  meller  h&y  so  wisely  bibbed  ale 

That  as  an  hors  he  snorte])  in  his  slepe 

Ke  of*  his  tayl  behynde  he  took*  no  keepe  4164 

his  wijf*  bar  him  a  burdofi  a  ful  strong* 

Men  mighten  heere  here  routyng*  a  furlong* 

The  wenche  route])  eek  pa?*  compaignie 

AJayn  ye  clerk*  ))at*  herde  ])is  melodye  ^  41^8 
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he  pokede  loM  and  seyde  sleepist*  )^ou 

herdestow  euer  slik*  a  sang*  ar  now 

lo  swilk*  a  couplyng*  is  bitwixc  hem  alle 

A  wilde  fyr  on  J? an*  bodies  falle  4172 

ho  herkned  euer  slik*  a  ferly  fing* 

Ye  J>ai  satt  haue  pe  floiir  of  yit  endyng* 

This  lange  night*  for  tydes  me  na  reste/ 

But*  jit*  na  force  al  schal  be  for  ]>e  beste  [leai  mj 

ffor  lohfi  seide  als  euer  mote  I  jtvine 

If"  Jat*  I  may  yon  wenche  wol  I  swyue 

Som  esement  ha])  lawe  schapen  vs 

fifor  John  pei  is  a  lawe  J^at*  seith  ]>us  4180 

That*  if  a  man  in  a  poynf  be  agreeued 

That*  in  anoj^er  he  schal  be  releeued 

Oure  com  is  stolen  soply  it  is  no  nay 

And  we  han  had  an  ylle  iitte  to  day  4184 

And  syn  I  schal  haue  noon  amendement 

Agayn  my  losse  I  wol  haue  esement 

By  goddes  sale  it*  sal  nan  o))ir  be 

This  lohii  answerde  Alayn  so  mot*  1  pe  4188 

The  meller  is  a  perilous  man  he  sayde 

And  if*  J)at*  he  out*  of  his  slape  abrayde 

he  mighte  don  vs  bofe  a  vilanye 

Alayn  answerde  I  counte  him  nought*  a  flye  4192 

And  vp  he  risf  and  by  f  e  wenche  he  crepte 

This  wenche  lay  vpright*  and  faste  slepte 

Til  he  so  neigh  was  or  sche  mighte  spye 

That*  it*  hadde  been  to  late  for  to  crye  4196 

And  schortly  for  to  seyn  pey  were  at*  oon 

Now  play  alayn  for  I  wol  speke  of*  loon 

This  lohfi  lij)  stille  a  forlong*  wey  or  tuo 

And  to  himself*  he  make))  ronpe  and  wo  4200 

Alias  quod  he  pis  is  a  wikke  Jape 

Now  may  I  sayn  J)af  I  is  but  an  ape 

3et  ha])  my  felaw  somwhat*  for  his  harm 

he  has  pe  myllers  doughter  in  his  arm'  4204 
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he  auntred  him  and  hap  his  needes  spedde 

And  I  lye  as  a  draf*  sak*  in  my  bedde 

And  whan  pis  lape  is  told  anof  er  day 

I  schal  he  holde  a  dalle  a  Cokenay  4208 

I  wol  arise  and  aunter  it  by  my  faith 

vnhardy  is  vnseely  as  men  saith 

And  vp  he  ros  and  softely  he  went* 

vnto  J^e  ciadifi  and  in  his  hand  it  hent      [imf  se.back]     4212 

And  bar  it  sof te  vnto  his  beddes  feet 

Sone  after .  pe  wif  hire  routyng*  leef 

And  gan  to  wake  and  went  hire  out*  to  pisse 

And  com  agayn  and  gan  hir  cradel  mysse  42 16 

And  groped  heer  and  ^er  but  sche  fond  noon 

Alias  quod  sche  I  hadde  almost*  mys  goon 

I  hadde  almost*  goon  to  pe  clerkes  bedde 

Ey  bcnedicite  J>an  hadde  I  foule  ynspedde  4220 

And  for])  sche  gop  til  sche  ):e  cradil  fond 

Sche  gropej)  alwey  forf er  with  hire  bond 

And  fond  pe  bed  and  )>oughte  nought*  but*  good 

By  cause  fat*  pe  cradel  by  it  stood  4224 

And  nyste  wher  sche  was  for  it  was  derk* 

But^  faire  and  wel  sche  crepe  in  to  pe  clerk* 

And  lith  ful  stille  and  wolde  haue  caught*  a  slepe 

With-Inne  a  while  pis  lohfi  pe  clerk*  vp  lepe  4228 

And  on  piB  goode  wijf  he  lei]7  on  sore 

So  mery  a  fitte  ne  hadde  sche  not*  ful  yore 

he  prike])  harde  and  deepe  as  he  were  madde 

This  loly  lyf*  ban  )7ise  tuo  clerkes  ladde  4232 

Til  )»f  pe  ))ridde  cok*  bygan  to  synge 

Aleyn  wax  wery  in  pe  dawenynge 

ffor  he  hadde  swonken  alt  pe  longe  nyght* 

And  sayde  far  wel  Malyn  sweete  wight  4236 

The  day  is  come  I  may  no  lenger  byde 

Bat^  euermoo  wher  so  I  go  or  ryde 

I  am  pin.  oughne  clerk*  so  haue  I  hele 

Now  deere  lemman  quod  sche  go  far  wele  4240 
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But*  or  fou  go  00  fing*  I  wol  pe  telle 

Whan  fat*  f ou  wendesf  homward  by  J>e  melle 

Right*  at*  J)e  entre  of*  pe  dore  behynde 

Thou  schalt*  a  cake  of*  half*  a  busshel  fynde  4244 

That*  was  y-maked  of*  fin  oughne  mele 

Which  fat*  I  hilpe  my  sire  for  to  stele 

And  goode  lewman  god  fe  sane  and  keepe/ 

An<l  with  fat*  word  almost*  sche  gan  to  weepe  [leaf co]  4248 

Alayn  vprist*  and  fought*  or  fat*  it*  dawe/ 

I  wol  go  creepen  in  by  my  felawe/ 

And  fond  f  e  cradel  wif  his  bond  anon 

l]y  god  fought*  he  al  wrang*  I  haue  mysgon  4252 

Myn  heed  is  toty  of*  my  swynk*/  to  nyght 

That*  makef  me  fat*  I  go  nought*  aright* 

I  wot*  wel  by  f  e  cradel  I  haue  mysgo 

here  lith  fe  meller  and  his  wijf*  also  4256 

And  forth  he  gof  on  twenty  deuelway 

vnto  f  e  bed  f  er  as  f  e  meller  lay 

he  wende  haue  cropen)  by  his  felawe  lohfl 

And  by  fe  mellere  in  he  creep  anoon  4260 

And  caugbt*  him  by  f e  necke  and  softe  he  spak* 

he  seyde  f  ou  lohn  f  ou  swyneshed  awak* 

ffor  cristes  sawle  and  heer  a  noble  game/ 

ffor  by  fat*  lord  fat*  called  is  saint*  lame  4264 

As  I  haue  fries  in  f is  schorte  night* 

Swyued  f e  mellers  doughter  bolt*  vprigh[t] 

Whil  f ou  bast*  as  a  coward  ben  agast 

f  e  false  harlot*  quod  f  c  meller  hast  4268 

A  fals  traitour  false  clerk*  quod  he 

f  ou  schalt*  be  ded  by  goddcs  dignite 

Who  durste  be  so  bolde  to  disparage 

My  doughter  fat*  is  comen  of*  such  lynage  4272 

And  by  f e  f rote  bollo  he  caught*  alayn 

And  he  hcnt*  him  dispitously  agayn 

And  on  f  e  nose  he  smot*  him  with  his  fiste/ 

Doun  ran  f  e  bloody  streon  vpon  his  briste  4276 
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And  in  ])e  floor  with  nose  and  month  to-hroke 

|>ei  walwe  as  do])  tuo  pigges  in  a  poke 

And  yp  j^ai  gon  and  doun  a-gayn  anoon) 

Til  )>af  ])e  meller  spumed  at*  a  stoon  4280 

And  doun  he  fel  bakward  vpon  his  wijf 

That*  wiste  nofing*  of  })i8  nyce  stryf* 

ffor  sche  was  falle  a  sleepe  a  litel  wight* 

With  lohfi  ^e  clerk*  ]>at  waked  hadde  al  pe  night*  aeaf  oo,  inckj 

And  with  J>e  falle  out  of*  hir  sleep  sche  hrayde 

help  holy  cros  of  bromeholm  sche  sayde/ 

In  manus  tuas  lord  to  pe  I  calle 

Awake  Symdnd  fe  feend  is  on  inc  falle  4288 

Myn  herte  is  broken  help  I  nam  but*  ded 

Ther  lif  on  vp  my  wombe  and  vp  myn  heed 

help  Symkyn  for  ])e  false  clerkes  fighto 

This  lohn  starte  yp  as  fast*  as  cuer  he  mighte  4292 

And  grasped  by  ])€  walles  to  and  fro 

To  fynde  a  staf*  and  sche  stert*  vp  also 

And  knew  pe  estris  bet*  pan  did  pai?  lohil 

And  by  pe  wal  a  staf*  sche  fond  anon  4296 

And  saugh  a  litel  schymeryng*  of*  a  light/ 

fFor  at*  an  hole  in  schoon  pe  moone  bright* 

And  by  ]»f  light*  sche  saugh  hem  bo])e  tuo 

But*  sikerly  sche  nyste  who  was  who  4300 

But*  as  sche  saugh  a  whit*  J^ing*  in  hir  eye 

And  whan  sche  gan  pia  white  })ing*  aspye 

Sche  wende  pe  clerk*  had  wered  a  yolupcr 

And  wijj  pe  staf  sche  drough  ay  ner  and  ner  4304 

And  wende  han  hitte  piB  alayn  attc  fuUe 

And  smot*  pe  meller  on  pe  pilede  skuUe 

That*  doun  he  goth  and  cryed  harrow  I  dye 

Tins  clerkes  beet*  him  weel  and  leet*  him  lye  4308 

And  gteypen  hem  and  tooke  here  hors  anon 

And  eek*  here  mele  and  on  here  way  ])ey  goon 

And  atte  MUle  yet*  ])ai  toke  here  cake/ 

Of*  half*  a  busschel  floui  ful  wel  y-bake  4312 
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Thus  is  pe  proude  Meller  wel  y-bete 

And  haf  y-lost  Jje  gryndyng*  of  pe  whete 

And  payed  for  f  e  soper  euery  dele/ 

Of*  Alayn  and  of*  Idhn  ])at<  bette  him  weel  4316 

his  wyf  is  swyued  and  his  doughter  als/ 

lo  swich  it  is  a  mellere  to  be  fals 

And  j>erfoTe  ]yis  prouerbe  is  seyd  fill  soth 

him  ])ar  nat*  weene  wel  )»af  yuel  do])  Qeaf  6i]    4320 

A  gilour  schal  himself  begyled  be/ 

And  god  p8kV  sitte])  highe  in  mageste/ 

Sane  alt  ^is  companye  grete  and  smale 

Thus  haue  I  quytte  pe  meller  in  my  tale  •  4324 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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Te  Cook*  of  london  whil  pe  Reue  spak* 
ffor  ioye  he  J)oughte  he  clawed  him  on  j>e  bak* 
ha  ha  quod  he  for  cristes  passioun 
This  meller  hsip  a  scharp  conclusioun  4328 

Tpon  his  aigoment  of  herhergage 
Wep]  seide  Salamon  in  his  langage/ 
Ne  hiyng*  nat  enery  man  in  to  pin  hous 
ffor  herherwyng*  he  night*  is  pmlons  4332 

Wei  oughte  a  man  auysed  for  to  he 
Whom  )?at*  he  hroughto  in  to  his  piiuite 
I  praie  to  god  so  yeue  me  sorwe  and  care 
If*  euere  sithen  I  highte  hogge  of*  of  ware  4336 

herde  I  mellere  bettre  y-set  a  werke 
he  hadde  a  lape  of  malice  in  pe  derke/ 
And  l^eifore  if  30  vouche  sauf  to  heere/ 
But*  god  forbede  ]>at<  we  stynte  heere  4340 

A  tale  of  me  ]yaf  am  a  pouere  man 
I  wol  yow  telle  as  wel  as  euer  I  can 
A  litel  Tape  paV  fil  in  oure  Citee 

Oure  oost*  answerde  and  seide  I  graunte  it  pe  4344 

Now  telle  on  Eoger  loke  J^at*  if  be  good 
ffor  many  a  paste  hast  )K)a  latyn  blood 
And  many  a  lakke  of  Doner  hast  pan  sold 
That*  ha^  ben  twyes  hoot*  and  twyes  cold  4348 

Of  many  pilgrym  hastow  cristes  curs 
ffor  of  J^y  persely  ^if  fey  fare  J^e  wors 
p&V  ^i  haue  eten  wi])  pe  stubbul  goos 
ffor  in  pj  schoppe  is  many  a  flye  loos  4352 

Now  tel  on  gentil  Eoger  by  ])i  name 
But*  yet  I  preye  pe  be  not*  wrof  for  game 
A  man  may  say  fill  soth  in  game  and  play 
Thou  scist*  ful  BoJ)  quod  Hoger  by  my  fay  deaf  ei,  back]   4356 
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But*  so))  play  quad  play  as  pe  flemyng*  seith 

And  Jjerfore  herry  baillyf*  by  jji  feith 

Be  fou  iiou3t;*  wrotli  or  we  departen  beere 

Though  )}at  my  tale  be  of*  an  Ostelleere  4360 

But*  najjeles  I  wol  not*  tellen  it*  3it* 

But*  or  we  parte  I-wys  fou  schalt*  be  quyt 

And  J>er  wij)  al  he  lough  and  made  cheere/ 

And  saide  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  heere  4364 

[No  gap  in  the  MS,] 


CORPUS   126 


GROUP  A.  §  8.  cook's^  tale.  Corpus  MS.   127 


Incipit  fabula 

APrentys  whilom  dwelled  in  oure  Citee 
And  of*  a  craft*  of*  vitaillers  was  he 
GaiUard  he  was  as  goldfynch  in  |>e  schawe 
Bronn  as  a  berye  a  propur  schort*  felawe/ 
WiJ)  lokkes  blake  y-kempt*  ful  fetysly 
Daunce  he  couthe  so  wel  and  lolyly 
That  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  Reuolonr 
he  was  as  fid  of*  loue  paramour 
As  is  ^  hyue  ful  of»  hony  sweete 
Wel  was  pe  wenche  with  him  mighte  meete 
Af  euery  brydale  wolde  he  synge  and  hoppe 
he  louede  heV  pe  taueme  ^an  po  schoppe 
flFor  whan  per  any  rydyng*  was  in  chepe 
Oaf  of*  pe  schoppe  fider  wolde  he  leepe 
Til  )>af  he  hadde  al  pe  sight*  y-seyn 
And  daunced  wel  wolde  he  not*  come  ageyn 
And  gadered  him  a  meyne  of*  his  sorte 
To  hoppe  and  synge  and  maken  such  desporte 
And  )>eTe  ]}ei  setten  steuene  for  to  mete 
To  pleyen  atte  dys  in  such  a  streete 
ffoT  in  pe  toun  nas  ]>er  no  prentys 
That*  fairere  couJ>e  caste  a  paire  of  dys  : 
Than  Perkyn  couj^e  and  fer-to  he  was  fre 
Of*  his  dispense  in  place  of*  priuite/ 
That*  fond  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffare/ 
ffor  ofte  tyme  he  fond  his  box  ful  bare 
ffor  sikerly  a  prentys  Reuelour 
That*  haunte)»  dys  ryof  or  paramour 
his  maister  schal  it*  in  his  schoppe  abeye 
Al  haue  he  not*  part*  of*  pe  menstralcye 
ffor  theft*  and  riot*  pei  ben  conuertible 
Al  conne  he  play  oa  gyteme  or  Rubible 
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Keuel  and  troutbe  as  in  a  lougti  degre 

J)ey  been  ful  wro)>e  alday  as  men  may  se 

This  lolif  prentys  with  his  maister  bood 

Til  he  were  neigli  out  of*  his  prentyshood  4400 

Al  were  he  snybbed  bof e  erly  and  late 

And  som  tyme  lad  witb  Reuel  to  Newgate 

But  atte  last*  his  mayster  him  bi])OUghte 

vpon  a  day  whan  he  his  paper  soughte  4404 

Of*  a  prouerbe  faf  sei))  J>is  same  word 

Wei  bette  is  roten  appnl  out*  of  hord 

fan  f af  if  rotye  al  f e  remenant 

So  fare])  it  by  J>e  riotous  seruant  4408 

It  is  ful  lasse  harm  to  late  it  pace 

])anne  he  schende  alt  fe  s^^oiantj  in  pe  place 

Therfore  his  mayster  3af'  him  a  quitance 

And  bad  him  go  with  sorwe  and  with  meschance         4412 

And  ])us  )>is  loly  prentys  hadde  his  leue 

Now  laf  him  riote  al  )>o  nighf  or  leue 

And  for  fer  nys  no  feef*  wijjouten  a  lowke 

That*  helpe])  him  to  wasten  and  to  sowke/  441 G 

Of*  faf  he  brybe  can  or  borwe  may 

Anon  he  sente  his  l>edde  and  his  array 

vnto  a  Coupere  of  his  owne  sorto 

That*  louede  dys  and  Heuel  and  disporte  4420 

And  hadde  a  wyf*  J)af  heeld  for  cont3^lance/ 

A  schoppe  /  and  swyued  for  hire  sustynance. 

[No  break  in  the  MS,^ 
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APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A. 


[THE  SPURIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 


Iiicipit  ffaLula/ 
Ithen  &  lostene}}  and  hcrkene);  aright* 
And  je  schuUe  hecren  of  a  doughty  knighf 
Sire  lo&fi  of  Boundys  was  his  name 
he  con])e  of  norture  and  mochil  of  game .  4 

Thie  sones  bo  knight*  hadde  and  with  his  body  he  hem  wan 

[leaf  64] 

The  eldest*  was  a  moche  schrewe  and  sone  he  higan 

his  hrej^eren  loued  wel  here  fader  and  of*  him  were  agast* 

The  eldest*  deserue])  his  faderes  cnrs  &  hadde  it  atte  last*  8 

The  goodc  knight*  his  fader  lyued  so  yore 

That*  de]>  was  conien  him  to  and  handlid  him  ful  sore/ 

The  goode  knight*  cared  sore  sik*  per  he  lay 

how  hise  children  schulde  lyuen  after  his  day  1 2 

he  hadde  ben  wyde  wher  but*  non  housbond  he  was 

AUe  pe  lond  J>at*  he  hadde  it*  was  verrey  purchas 

flayn  he  wolde  it  were  dressed  among*  hem  all<? 

That*  eche  of  hem  hadde  his  part^  as  it  mighte  fallc         IG 

Tho  sente  he  in  to  contre  after  wise  knightes 

To  helpen  delen  his  londes  and  dressen  hem  to  rightes 

he  sent*  hem  word  by  le//res  Jjey  scholden  hy^e  blyue 

If  fey  wolde  spcke  wij)  him  whil  he  was  on  lyue  20 
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Tho  fe  knightes  herden  seek*  f at»  he  lay 

hadde  ]>ei  no  reste  iiei]>er  night*  ne  day 

Til  pei  comen  to  him  J^er  he  lay  stille 

On  his  dep  bedde  to  abyde  goddes  wille  24 

Thanne  seyd  J>e  goode  knight*  syk*  Jjer  he  lay 

lordes  I  30U  wame  for  sofe  wifouten  nay 

I  may  no  lengere  lyuen  heer  in  pia  stounde 

ffor  })orugh  goddes  wille  deth  drawe})  me  to  grounde/       28 

Ther  nas  noon  of  hem  alt  ])at*  herde  him  aright 

That*  )»ay  hadden  reu^e  of*  pat  ilke  knight* 

And  seyde  sire  for  goddes  loiie  dismaye  jou  nought* 

God  may  don  boote  of*  bale  fat*  is  now  y-wroughf  32 

Than  spak*  ]>e  goode  knight*  sike  ])er  he  lay 

Boote  of*  bale  god  may  sende  I  wot*  it  is  no  nay 

But*  I  beseke  30U  knightes  for  pe  loue  of*  me 

Go])  and  dresseth  my  lond  among*  my  sones  j^re  36 

And  for  ]>e  loue  of*  god  dele))  hem  naf  amys 

And  for3etef  nought*  Gamelyn  my  jonge  sone  J)at*  is 

Take])  hcede  to  ])at*  oon  as  wel  as  to  ])at*  o])er 

Seelde  ^e  see  ony  heir  helpen  his  bro])er  40 

Tho  leeten  ])ey  pe  knight*  lyen  ])at*  was  not  in  hele     [\ttses} 

And  wenten  in  to  counseitt  his  londes  for  to  dele/ 

ifor  to  delen  hem  alt  to  oon  was  here  ])ought 

And  for  gamelyn  was  yongest*  he  scholde  haue  nought*    44 

Alle  ])e  lond  fat*  per  was  fai  dalten  it  it*  tuo 

And  leeten  Gamelyn  pe  ^onge  wiJ>oute  lond  go 

And  ech  of*  hem  seyde  to  ofer  ful  loude 

his  breferen  mo  we  jiue  him  lond  whan  he  good  coudc     48 

Whan  fei  hadde  deled  f e  lond  at*  here  wille 

Thei  camen  to  pe  knight*  fere  he  lay  fid  stille 

And  toldeu  him  anon)  how  fei  hadden  wrought 

And  pe  knight*  fer  he  lay  liked  it*  right*  nought*  52 

Than  seide  pe  knight*  by  seinf  Martyn 

ffor  al  fat*  ^e  haue  don  jit*  is  f e  lond  myn 

ffor  goddes  loue  neighebours  stondef  alia  stille 

And  I  wol  dele  my  lond  right*  after  my  wille/  66 
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lobfi  myn  eldeste  sone  scbal  haue  plowes  fyue 

That*  was  my  fadies  heritage  whil  he  was  on  lyue 

And  my  myddelesf  sone  fyue  plowes  of"  londe 

Thaf  I  halp  for  to  geten  with  my  right*  honde  60 

And  alt  myn  oj^er  purchas  of>  londes  and  leedes 

That*  I  bequefe  Gamelyn  and  alt  my  goode  steedes 

And  I  beseke  ^ou  goode  men  ])at*  lawe  conne  of  londe 

ffor  Cramelynes  loue  J^af  my  bequesl^e  stoude  64 

Thns  dalte  fe  knight*  his  lond  by  his  day 

Eight*  on  his  dej?  bedde  sik*  per  he  lay 

And  sone  afterward  he  lay  stoon  stille 

And  deyde  whan  tyme  com  as  if  was  cristes  wille  68 

Anon  as  he  was  deed  and  vnder  gras  graue 

Sone  fe  oldere  bro])er  gylede  pe  yonge  knaue 

he  took*  in  to  his  hond  his  lond  and  his  leede 

And  Gamelyn  himselue  to  Glo|)en  and  to  feede  72 

he  clo^d  him  and  fedde  him  yuel  and  eek*  wroj^e 

And  leet*  his  londes  and  his  houses  bo^e 

his  parkes  and  his  woodes  and  dede  no  ))ing^  wel 

And  sethen  he  it  aboughte  on  his  faire  fel  76 

So  longe  was  Gamelyn  in  his  broj>eres  halle  [iMf  6s,  back] 

ffor  pe  strengeate  of*  good  )»ei  douteden  him  all^ 

Ther  was  non  ]yer-Inne  nowj^er  jong*  ne  olde 

That*  wolde  WTsppe  Gramelyn  were  he  neuer  so  bolde       80 

Gamelyn  stood  on  a  day  in  his  bro)»eres  ^erde/ 

And  bygan  with  his  hond  to  handlen  his  berde 

he  )>oughf  on  his  londes  ]yat*  layen  vnsawe 

And  his  faire  Okes  peAf  doun  were  drawe  84 

his  parkes  were  broken  and  his  deere  reued 

Of  alt  his  goode  steedes  non  was  him  bileued 

hise  houses  were  vnhiled  and  ful  yuel  dight* 

Tho  ^oughte  Gamelyn  it*  weute  nought*  aright*  88 

Afterward  cam  his  broker  walkynge  fare 

And  seyde  to  Gamely  is  oure  mete  yare 

Tho  wrajjfed  him  Gamelyn  and  swor  by  goddes  book* 

Jou  schat*  go  bake  J)i  self  I  wol  not*  be  Ji  cook*  92 
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how  brofer  Gamelyn  /  how  answerest*  fou  now 

Thou  spake  neuer  such  a  word  as  j>ou  dost  now 

By  my  fai^  sayde  Gamelyn  now  me  finkef  neede 

Of*  att  J)e  harmes  Jjat*  I  haue  I  took*  neuer  ai*e  heede        96 

My  parkes  ben  y-broken  and  my  deer  bireued 

Of*  myn  armure  and  my  steedes  nought*  is  me  bilcued 

Alle  )?at*  my  fader  me  biqua))  al  go])  to  schame 

And  J)er  fore  haue  J)ou  goddes  curs  broker  by  fy  name  100 

Thanne  bispak*  his  broker  fat  rape  was  of*  rees 

Stond  stille  gadelyng*  and  hold  right*  pi  pees/ 

Thou  schalt*  be  fayn  for  to  haue  J»i  mete  and  fi  wede 

What*  spekest*  Jou  Gamelyn  of*  lond  oJ?er  of*  leede         104 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn  fe  child  fat*  was  ying* 

Cristes  curs  mote  he  haue  fat*  clepef  me  gadelyng* 

I  am  no  worse  gadelyng*  ne  no  worse  wight* 

But*  bom  of*  a  lady  and  geten  of*  a  knight*  108 

Ke  durste  he  not*  to  Gamelyn  neer  a  foote  go 

But  clepede  to  him  his  men  and  seyde  to  hem  ]o 

Gof  and  betef  f  is  body  and  reuef  him  his  wit/ 

And  lat*  him  lere  anofer  tyme  to  answere  me  bet*  112 

Than  seyde  fe  child  yonge  Gamelyn)  pe^'w  «] 

Cristes  curs  mot*  f  ou  haue  brof  er  art/  f  ou  myn 

And  if*  I  schal  algate  be  beten  anon 

Cristes  curs  mote  fou  haue  but*  fou  be  fat*  oon  116 

And  anon  his  brof  er  in  f  e  grete  heto 

Made  his  men  to  fette  staues  Gamelyn  to  beete 

Whan  fat*  eue^ych  of  hem  hadde  a  staf*  I-nomen 

Gamelyn  was  war  f  o  he  seigh  hem  comen)  1 20 

Tho  Gamelyn  seigh  hem  comen  he  loked  ouer  att 

And  was  war  of*  a  peatel  stood  vnder  a  watt 

Gamelyn  was  light*  and  fider  gan  he  lepe 

And  drof*  alle  his  brof eres  men  right*  soone  on  an  heepe 

he  loked  as  a  leoA  a  layde  on  good  won  1 25 

Tho  his  brof  er  seigh  fat*  he  bigan  to  gon 

he  fleigh  vp  in  til  a  loft*  and  schotte  f  e  dore  fast* 

Thus  Gamelyn  wif  his  pcstelle  made  hem  agast*  128 
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Sonmie  for  gamelynes  loue  and  some  for  his  eye 

AH"  fei  drowen  by  halues  J>o  he  bigan  to  pleye 

"What*  now  seyde  Gamelyn  yuel  mot*  f ou  fee 

Wil  ye  bigynne  contek*  and  so  soone  flee  132 

Gamelyn  songfit*  his  brofer*  whider  he  was  fiowe 

And  saugh  wher  he  loked  out*  at*  a  wyndowe 

Bio})er  saide  Gamelyn  come  a  litel  neer 

And  I  wjl  teche  ]»e  a  play  atte  Bokeleer  1 36 

his  hrofer  him  answerde  and  sayde  be  seint*  Eichere 

Whil  fe  pestel  is  in  ))in  bond  I  wol  come  no  neer 

Brofer  I  wel  make  ))y  pees  I  swere  by  cristes  oore/ 

Casf  a-way  ^  pestel  and  wrsipfQ  ^q  nomore  140 

I  moot*  neede  sayde  Gamelyn  wtfippe  me  at  oones 

ffor  f  on  wolde  make  ^i  men  to  breke  my  boones 

Ne  hadde  I  had  mayn  and  might*  in  myn  armcs 

To  liane  hem  driuen  fro  me  J>ei  wolde  haue  do  me  harmes 

Gamelyn  sayd  his  broker  be  fou  nought*  wroj)  145 

ffor  to  see  \fe  haue  harm  were  me  right*  lo]> 

I  dide  it  notight*  bro|>er  but*  for  a  fondyng* 

ffor  for  to  loken  or  Jjou  were  strong*  atid  art*  so  ^ing*      148 

Com  a  doun  fan  to  me  and  graunte  me  my  boone  [ieaf64o,biick] 

Of*  fing*  I  wol  fe  asken  and  we  schul  saughte  soone 

Doun. fan  cam  his  brofer  fat*  flkel  was  and  felle 

And  was  swithe  sore  agasf  of*  fe  pestelle  152 

he  seyde  brofer  Gamelyn  aske  me  f  y  boone 

And  loke  f  ou  me  blame  but  I  it*  graunte  soone 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  brofer  y-wys 

And  we  echulle  ben  at*  on  fou  most  me  graunte  f  is       156 

Al  faf  my  fSskder  me  biquath  whil  he  was  on  lyue 

Thou  most*  do  me  it  haue  if*  we  schuUe  noujt*  stryue 

That^  schalf  fou  haue  Gamelyn  I  swere  by  cristes  oore 

Al  fat*  f i  fader  f e  byquath  f ough  fou  woldest*  haue  more 

Thi  lond  fat*  lieth  laye  wel  it  schal  be  so  we  161 

And  fine  houses  reised  vp  fat*  ben  y-leyd  so  lowe 

Thus  sayde  f e  knight*  to  Gamelyn)  by  moufe 

And  foughte  of*  falsnesse  as  he  wel  coufe  164 
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The  knight*  ])onght*  on  treson  and  Gamelyn  on  noon 

And  went*  and  kissed  his  broker  and  when  Jey  weren  af  oon) 

Alias  yonge  Gamelyn  nojjing*  he  ne  wist* 

WiJ)  such  fals  tresoun  his  brojjer  him  kist/  1 68 

lij^eneth  and  lestene])  and  holdej)  youre  tonge 

And  je  schul  heere  talkyng*  ojf*  gamelj'^n  })e  ^onge 

Ther  was  p&r  besyden  cried  a  wrastelyng* 

And  fer  fore  Jjer  was  vp  y-set*  a  Eam  and  a  ryng*  172 

And  Gamelyn  was  in  wille  to  wende  perto 

ffor  to  preuen  his  might*  what*  he  cou)>e  doo 

Broker  seyde  Gamelyn  by  seinf  Eicher 

Thou  most*  lene  me  to  night*  a  litel  courser  176 

That*  is  freissch  to  fe  spores  on  for  to  ryde 

I  moste  on  an  Erande  a  litel  here  besyde/ 

By  god  seyde  his  bro}jer  of*  steedcs  in  my  stalle 

Go  and  chese  ^e  ])e  beste  spare  non  of  alle  180 

Of*  steedes  or  of*  coursers  J)af  stonden  him  bysyde 

And  telle  me  goode  bro|)er  whider  fou  wolf  ryde 

here  besyde  brof  er  is  cryed  a  wrastlyng* 

And  ]>erfore  schal  be  sette  a  Eam  and  a  Ryng*  184 

Moche  worschipe  it  were  hroper  to  vs  allc  [i.afMfr] 

Might*  I  pe  Ram  and  pe  ryng*  brjmgeu  horn  to  fis  halle 

A  steede  per  was  sadeled  smartly  and  skeet* 

Gamelyn  dide  a  paire  spores  fast*  on  his  feet  188 

he  sette  his  foot*  in  pe  styrop  J)e  steede  he  bistrood 

And  toward  fe  wrastelyng*  Jje  3onche  child  rood 

Tho  Gamelyn  fe  3onge  was  ryden  out*  atte  gate 

The  false  knight*  his  bro)>er  loked  it  after  J>at«  192 

And  bisoughte  ihesvi  crist*  pat  is  heuen  king* 

he  mighte  breko  his  necke  in  fat*  wrastlyng* 

As  sone  as  gamelyn  com  ther  pe  place  was 

he  lighte  doun  of*  his  steede  and  stood  on  ]>e  gras  196 

And  pere  he  herde  a  flfrankelyn  wayloway  syng* 

And  bigan  bitterly  his  hondes  for  to  wryng* 

Goode  man  seide  Gamelyn  whi  nuikest*  ]70U  ]>is  fare 

Is  J)er  noman  fat*  may  30U  helpen  out*  of*  J)is  care  200 
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Alias  seide  ]>i8  firankleyn  ))at*  euer  was  I  bore 
ffoT  tweye  stalwor^e  sones  I  wene  poi  I  haue  lore 
A  champion  is  in  ])e  place  faf  haj)  y-wronght*  me  sorwe 
ffor  he  haf  slayn  my  tuo  sones  but*  if»  god  hem  borwe   204 
I  wolde  3iue  ten  pound  by  ihcsu  crist  and  more 
Wi]>  pe  nones  I  fand  a  man  to  handelen  him  sore 
Groode  man  seide  Gamelyn)  wilt*  fou  wel  done 
hold  myn  hors  wliil  my  -man  drawe]>  of*  my  schone        208 
And  help  my  man  to  kepe  my  clo])es  and  my  steede 
And  I  wil  in  to  pe  place  gon  to  loke  if*  I  may  speede 
By  god  seide  j^e  firankeleyn  it*  schal  be  doon 
I  wol  my  self*  be  J)y  man  to  drawen  of*  fi  schoon  212 

And  wende  ]>ou  in  to  pe  place  ib««u  crist  })c  speede 
And  drede  not*  of*  pi  cloJ?es  nor  of*  J^i  goode  steede 
Barfot*  and  vngert*  Gamelyn  in  came 
Alle  ])af  were  in  ^e  place  heede  of*  him  ])ei  name  216 

how  he  dorste  anntre  him  of*  him  to  don  his  mig^t* 
That*  was  so  doughty  a  champioun  in  wrastelyng*  and  in  fight^ 
yp  sterte  pe  Champiot/n  rapely  anon 

Toward  ^ouge  Gamelyn  he  bigan  to  goon)  220 

And  seide  who  is  |)i  fader  and  who  is  ))i  sire/      [leaf  6i&,  back] 
ffor  fio})e  Jjou  art*  a  gref  fool  fat*  fou  come  hire/ 
Gamelyn  answerde  pa  Champioun  fo/ 
Thon  knewe  wel  my  fader  whil  he  coufe  goo  224 

Whiles  he  was  on  lyue  by  seint*  Martyn 
Sire  lofefi  of  Boundes  was  his  name  and  I  Gamelyn) 
ifelawe  seide  pe  Champiown  so  moto  I  friue 
I  knew  wel  -)>i  fader  whil  he  was  on  lyue  228 

And  f  i  self*  Gramelyn  I  wol  fat*  f ou  it*  heere 
Whil  fou  were  a  jong*  boy  a  moche  schrewe  fou  were/ 
Than  seide  Gamelyn  and  swor  by  cristes  oore 
Now  I  am  oldere  woxe  fou  schal t*  fynde  me  a  moro       232 
By  god  sayde  pe  champiofi  welcome  mote  fou  be/ 
Come  povL  ones  in  myn  bond  schalf  j?ou  neuer  f  e 
iP  was  wel  wif  inne  pe  night*  and  pe  moone  schon 
Whan  Gamelyn  and  pe  Champiofi  togidere  gonnc  gon    236 
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The  champiot^n  caste  tornes  to  Gamelyn  ]>at*  was  preste 

And  Gamelyn  stood  stille  and  bad  liim  don  his  beste 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  to  \>q  chanipiown 

Thou  art*  faste  aboute  to  bringe  me  doun  240 

^"ow  I  haue  proued  many  tomes  of*  fine 

Thou  most*  he  seyde  prouen  on  or  tuo  of  myne 

Gramelyn  to  Jje  champion  yede  smertly  anocn 

Of*  alle  pe  tumes  pat*  he  cou))e  he  schewed  him  but  oon 

And  kasf  him  on  J?e  left*  syde  pat*  pe  ribbes  to-brak*      245 

And  parto  his  oon  arm  pat*  yaf*  a  gret*  crak* 

pan  seyde  Gamelyn  smertly  anoon 

Schal  it  be  holde  for  a  cast*  or  elles  for  noon  248 

By  god  seyde  pe  champioun  wheper  paV  it  be 

he  comep  oones  in  pin  hond  schal  he  neuer  pe 

Than  seyde  pe  ffrankelein  pat*  hadde  his  sone  pere/ 

Blessed  be  pou  Gamelyn  pat*  euer  pou  bore  were  252 

The  ffinnkeleyn  seide  to  pe  champio&of*him8tod  himnoneye 

This  is  jonge  Gamelyn  pat*  taughte  pe  pis  pleye 

A3ein  answerdo  pe  Champioz^n  pat*  liked  noping  welle 

he  is  oure  alper  maister  and  his  pley  is  right*  felle/        256 

Sipen  I  wrastlede  ferst*  it*  is  y-go  ful  yore  iio-f  osj 

But  I  was  neuere  my  lyf*  handled  so  sore 

Gamelyn  stood  in  pe  place  alone  Avipoute  sirk* 

And  sayde  if*  per  be  moo  lat*  hem  come  to  werko  260 

The  champioik  pat*  payned  him  to  werke  so  sore 

It*  semeth  by  his  continance  pat*  he  wol  no  more 

Gamelyn  in  pe  place  stood  stille  as  a  stoon 

[ no  gap  in  the  ifS.]  264 

Ther  was  non  with  Gamelyn  wolde  wrastle  more 

ffor  he  handled  pe  Champiofi  so  wonderliche  sore/ 

Tuo  gentil  men  yemede  pe  place 

Come  to  Gamelyn)  god  jiue  him  goode  grace  268 

And  sayden  to  him  do  on  pin  hosen  and  pi  schoon 

fifor  sope  at*  pis  tyme  pis  faire  is  y-done 

And  panne  sayde  Gamelyn  so  moot*  I  wel  fare 

I  haue  nought*  jit*  haluendel  sold  my  ware/  272 
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Tho  sayde  fe  Cliampiofi  so  brouke  I  my  sweere 
He  is  a  fool  fat*  f er-of*  byej>  f ou  sellest  it  so  deere 
Tho  saide  fe  flfrankeleyn  that  was  in  moche  care/ 
ffelawe  he  sayde  whi  lakkesf  fou  his  ware/  276 

By  seint*  lame  in  Galeys  fat*  many  man  ha  J)  sought* 
yit*  it^  is  to  good  chepe  fat*  f on  hast*  y-bought* 
Tho  fat*  wardeynes  were  of*  fat*  wrastlyng* 
Come  and  bionghte  Gamelyn  f  e  Ram  &  f  e  ryng*  280 

And  sayde  haue  gamelyn  f  e  Eing*  and  f  e  Ram 
ffop  f e  beste  wrastelere  fat*  euer  heere  cam 
IT  Thus  wan  Gamely  f  e  Ram  and  f e  Ryng* 
And  wente  with  moche  loye  hom  in  f  e  momyng*  284 

his  brof  er  seigh  wher  he  cam  ^vif  f  e  grete  route 
And  bad  schitte  f  e  gate  and  holde  him  wif  oute 
fe  porter  of*  his  lord  was  sore  £^asf 

And  sterf  anon  to  f  e  gate  and  lokked  it  fast*  288 

Now  lif  ef  and  lestenef  bof  e  ^ong*  and  olde/ 
And  36  Bchul  heere  game  of*  Gamelyn  f e  bolde/ 
Gamelyn  com  f  er  for  to  haue  come  In 
Than  was  it*  schetf  faste  wif  a  pyn  292 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  porter  vndo  f  e  gate/ 
ffor  many  a  good  mannes  sone  stondef  f  erate       [leaf  es,  book] 
Than  answerd  f  e  porter  and  swoi'  by  goddes  berde 
Thoa  ne  schalt*  Gamelyn  come  in  to  f  is  jeide  296 

Thou  lixt*  sayde  Gamelyn  so  brouke  I  my  chyn 
he  smot*  fe  wiket*  with  his  foot*  and  brak*  away  fe  p3rn 
The  porter  seih  f  o  it  mighte  no  bettre  be 
he  Bette  foot*  on  erf  e  he  bigan  to  flee  300 

By  my  faif  sayde  Gamelyn)  fat*  trauaile  is  lore 
Sot  I  am  of*  foote  as  light*  as  f ou  f ough  f ou  haddest  swore 
Gamelyn  onertok*  f  e  porter  and  his  teene  wrak* 
And  ger^  hini  in  f e  necke  fat*  fe  boon  tobrak*  304 

And  took*  him  by  fat*  oon  arm  and  f rew  him  in  a  welle/ 
Tij-  fadmen  it*  was  deep  as  I  haue  herd  telle/ 
Whan  Gamelyn  fe  yonge  f us  hadde  playd  his  play 
AUe  faf  in  yerde  weren  drewen  hem  a-way  308 
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^ei  diedden  >iini  ful  soie  for  wreke  J^af  he  wrougbt* 

And  for  pe  faire  companye  ])at*  he  ))ider  brought 

Gramelyn  jede  to  Je  gate  and  leet*  [it]  vp  vryde 

he  leet*  hem  in  alia  fa.V  gone  wolde  or  ryde  312 

And  seyde  je  be  welcome  wi])outen  eny  greeue 

ffor  we  wibi  ben  maisteres  heere  and  aske  no  man  leeue 

yesterday  I  lefte  seyde  jonge  Gamelyn 

In  my  broJ>er  seler  .v.  tonne  of*  vryn  316 

I  wol  not*  pia  companye  parten  a  twynue 

And  ye  wol  doon  after  me  whil  ony  sope  is  ])rinne 

And  if*  my  broker  gracche  or  make  foul  cheere 

0])er  for  spense  of*  mete  and  drink*  ]}at*  we  spenden  heere/ 

I  am  oure  catour  and  here  oure  al]>er  puree 

he  schal  haue  for  his  grucching*  seint*  maries  curse 

My  bro]}er  is  a  negon  I  swere  by  cristes  oore 

And  we  wol  spende  largely  fat*  he  haj)  spared  yore        324 

And  who  J?at  makef  grucching*  fat*  we  heere  dwelle/ 

he  schal  to  f  e  porter  in  to  f  e  drawe  welle/ 

Tij.  dayes  and  seue  night*  Gamelyn  heeld  his  feeste/ 

With  mochel  solace  was  fere  and  no  cheste/  328 

In  a  litel  toret*  his  brof  er  lay  steke 

And  seigh  hem  was  ten  his  good  but*  durst*  he  not*  speke  Omteci 

Erly  on  a  momyng*  on  f  e  viij*.  day 

The  gestes  come  to  Gamelyn  and  wolde  gon  here  way    332 

lordes  sayde  Gamelyn  wil  ye  so  hye 

All  f  e  wyn  is  not*  yet*  drunken  so  brouk*  I  my«  ye 

Gamelyn  in  his  herte  was  wel  woo 

Whanne  his  gestes  toke  hir^  leue  from  him  for  to  goo  336 

he  wolde  f  ei  hadde  dwelled  lenger  and  f  ai  saide  nay 

But*  bitaughten  Gamelyn  god  and  good  day 

Thus  maade  Gamelyn  his  feeste  and  brought*  if  wol  to  eende 

And  after  his  gestes  tok*  leue  to  wende  340 

lithef  and  lestenef  and  holdef  ^auie  tonge 

And  je  schul  heere  gamen  of*  Gamelyn  f e  jonge 

herkeneth  lordynges  and  listeneth  aright* 

Whan  all:  gestes  were  goon  how  Gamelyn  was  dight*     344 
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Aft  fQ  whil  pat  Gamelyn  held  bis  mangerie 

his  l>ro]>eT  ^oughf  on  him  be  wieke  with  his  treccheiie 

Tho  Gameljnes  gestes  were  riden  and  j-gon 

Gamelyn  stood  anoon  allone  &end  had  be  noon  348 

Tho  after  ful  soone  wi))inne  a  litel  stotmde 

Gramelyn  was  taken  and  ful  harde  bonnde 

ffoTf  com  }>e  false  knighf  out*  of)  ]}e  sellere 

To  Gamelyn  his  bTo]>er  he  3ede  fed  neere  352 

And  seyde  to  Gamelyn  who  made  fe  so  bold 

ffor  to  stroyen  my  stoore  of*  myn  houshold 

Brofer  sayde  Gamelyn)  wmppe  f e  right*  noujt* 

ffor  it  is  many  day  go  si])))en  it*  was  bought*  356 

ffor  bro)»6r  ^ou  hast*  had  by  seinf  Eicher 

Of*  fiftene  plowes  of*  Ipnd  fis  xvj.  jer 

And  of^  alle  ^e  beestes  pou  hast*  for)>  bred 

That*  my  fiader  me  byquath  on  his  deth  bed  360 

Of  oMe  Jis  .xvj.  ^eer  I  yiue  ^e  pe  prow/ 

ffor  ye  mete  and  pe  drink*  ]>at*  we  haue  spended  now 

Thanne  seyde  pe  false  knight*  yuel  mote  he  ])eo 

herkne  bro}>er  Gamelyii)  what*  I  wol  yiue  pee/  364 

ffor  of  my  body  brojjer  geten  heer  haue  I  noon 

I  wil  make  pe  myn  heir  I  swere  by  sein  lohfk       [leaf  66,  back] 

Par  ma  fay  seyde  Gamelyn  and  it  so  bee 

And  pon  penke  as  seist*  god  ^elde  it  pe  368 

No  J^ing*  wiste  Gramelyn  of  his  brojjeres  gile 

Ther-fore  he  him  begiled  in  a  litel  while/ 

Gamelyn  seyde  he  o  pinff  I  pe  telle 

Tho  f  ou  J»rewe  my  porter  in  to  J>e  drawe  welle  372 

I  swoor  in  ]»f  ymppe  and  in  J>at  grete  moot 

^t*  ]k)u  scholdesf  be  bounde  bo)>e  hand  and  foot 

Therfore  I  pe  beseche  broker  Gamelyn 

Laf  me  nought*  be  forswome  hroper  artow  myn  376 

Laf  me  bynde  pe  bo))e  hand  and  foote 

ffor  to  halde  myn  avow  as  I  ])e  bihoote 

Broker  neyde  Gamelyn  as  so  mote  I  pee 

Thou  schalt*  nought*  be  forswome  for  fo  loue  of  me      380 
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The  maden  ^e\  gamelyn  to  sitte  mighf  he  not*  stonde 

Til  J>ei  hadden  him  bounde/  boJ)e  foot*  and  honde 

The  false  knight*  his  hrofer  of*  Gamelyn  was  agasf 

And  sente  after  feteres  to  feteren  him  atte  last  384 

his  brojjer  made  lesynges  on  him  )>er  he  stood 

And  tolde  hem  pat  comen  In  that*  Gamelyn  was  wood 

Gamelyn  stood  to  a  post  bounden  in  \>q  halle/ 

Thb  that*  comen  in  lokeden  on  him  eMe  388 

Euer  stood  Gamelyn)  euen  vpright* 

But  mete  and  drink*  hadde  he  noon  nojier  day  ne  night* 

Thanne  sayde  Gamelyn  broker  by  my7i  hals 

iN'ow  I  haue  aspied  ]>ou  art*  a  party  fals  392 

hadde  I  wist*  Jat*  treson  fat*  f ou  haddest  y-founde 

I  wolde  haue  youe  strokes  or  I  had(Je  be  bounde 

Gamelyn  stood  bounden  stille  as  eny  stoon) 

Tuo  daies  and  tuo  nightes  mete  hadde  he  noon  396 

Thanne  sayde  Gamelyn  fat  stood  y-boundo  stronge 

Adam  spenser  mo  fink*  I  faste  to  longe 

Adam  f  e  spenser  now  I  beseche  f  e 

ffor  f  e  moche  loue  my  fader  loued  f  e  400 

If*  f ou  may  come  to  f  e  kayes  leese  me  out*  of  bonde 

And  I  schal  parte  wif  f  e  of  my  free  londe  o«af  «7] 

Thanne  sayde  adam  fat*  was  f e  spenser 

I  haue  s^rued  f  i  brof  er  f  is  .xvj.  3er  404 

If*  I  lete  f e  gon  out*  of*  his  boure 

he  wolde  say  afterward  I  were  a  traitour 

Adam  seyde  Gamelyn  so  brouke  I  myn  hals 

f  ou  schalf  fynde  my  brof  er  atte  laste  right  fals/  408 

Ther-fore  brof er  adam  loose  me  out  of*  bondes 

And  I  wil  parte  with  f e  of*  my  free  londes 

yp  swich  a  forward  seide  adam  y-wys/ 

I  wol  do  perto  al  fat*  in  me  is  412 

Adam  seyde  Gramelyn  also  mote  I  fee 

I  wil  holde  f  e  couena&t  and  f  ou  wil  lose  mo 

Anon  as  adames  lord  to  bedde  was  y-goon 

Adam  tok*  fe  kayes  and  leet*  Gamelyn  out  a-non  416 
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He  ynlokked  Gamelyn  hoye  handes  and  feet 
In  hope  of  auaflcement  J»af  he  him  biheet  • 
Thanne  seide  Gamelyn  J^anked  be  goddes  sonde 
Now  I  am  loosed  hofe  foot*  and  honde  420 

hadde  I  now  eten  and  drunken  aright 
Ther  is  non  in  fis  hous  schnlde  bynde  me  pis  night 
Adam  took*  Gamelyn  stille  as  stille  as  eny  stoon 
And  ladde  hiTn  in  to  spense  rapely  and  anooii)  424 

And  sette  him  to  soper  right*  in  a  priue  stede 
he  bad  him  do  gladly  and  Gamelyn  so  dede 
Anon  as  Gamelyn  hadde  eten  wel  and  fyn 
And  J>erto  y-dronke  wel  of*  J?e  reede  wyn  428 

Adam  seyde  Giimelyn  what*  is  now  py  rede 
ffor  I  go  to  my  broper  and  gyrde  of*  his  hede 
Gamelyn  seyde  adam  it  schal  nou^t*  be  so 
I  can  teche  J>e  a  reede  pat*  is  worth  pe  tuo  432 

I  wot*  wel  for  sope  pat*  pis  is  no  nay 
We  schnlle  hane  a  mangeiy  right*  on  sonday 
Abbotes  and  Fnburs  many  heer  schal  be 
And  oper  men  of*  holy  chirche  as  I  telle  pe  436 

pon  schalt*  stonde  yp  by  pe  poste  as  poa  were  bond  fast* 
And  I  Bchal  leue  pam  vnloke  pat*  away  pou  may  hem  casto 
Whan  pat*  pei  hane  eten  and  wasshen  here  hondes         ' 
ThoQ  schalt*  biseke  hem  alle  to  bringe  pe  out*  of*  bondes  440 
And  if*  pei  wil  borwe  pe  fat*  were  good  game 
Thanne  were  pou  out*  of*  pnsoR  and  I  out*  of*  blame 
And  if*  ech  of*  hem  sey  to  vs  nay 

I  schal  don  anoper  I  swere  by  pis  day  444 

Thou  schalt*  haue  a  good  staff/  and  I  wol  haue  anoper 
And  cristes  curs  haue  pat*  oon)  pat*  faillep  pat*  oper 
Ya  for  gode  seyde  Gamelyn  I  say  it*  for  me 
If  I  faile  on  my  syde  yuele  mote  I  pe  448 

If*  we  schulle  algate  assoUe  hem  of*  here  synne 
Wame  me  broper  adam  whan  we  schul  begynne 
Gamelyn  seyde  adam  by  seinte  charite/ 
I  wil  wame  pe  bifom  whan  pat*  it*  schal  be  452 
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Whan  I  twynk»  on  Jw  loke  for  to  gone 

And  cast*  awey  ^o  fetteres  and  come  to  me  anoon 

Adam  seyde  Gamelyn  blessed  be  fy  boones 

Tliaf  is  a  good  counsail  yeuyng*  for  pe  nones  456 

If*  fey  werne  me  to  bhnge  me  out*  of*  beendes 

I  wol  sette  goode  strokes  right*  on  here  lendes 

Tho  fe  sonday  was  y-come  and  folk*  to  ]?e  feeste 

ffaire  pei  were  welcomed  bo]^e  leste  and  meeste  460 

And  euere  as  fey  atte  haft  dore  comen  In 

Thay  caste  fair  yhe  on  ^onge  Gamelyn) 

The  false  knight*  his  hroper  and  ful  of*  trecchery 

Alle  fe  gestes  fat*  fer  were  atte  mangery  464 

Of*  Gamelyn  his  brof er  he  tolde  hem  with  moufe/ 

Ail  ]>e  harme  and  f e  schame  fat*  he  telle  couf e 

Tho  fei  were  serued  of*  messes  tno  or  fre 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  how  serue  ^e  me/  468 

It*  is  not*  wel  serued  by  god  fat*  al  made 

That*  I  sitte  fastyng*  and  of  er  men  make  hem  glade 

The  fals  knight*  his  brof er  fere  fat*  he  stood 

Tolde  all  his  gestes  fat  Gamelyn  was  wood  472 

And  Gamelyn  stood  stille  and  answerde  nought 

But*  adames  wordes  he  heeld  in  his  fought*  [leaf  cs] 

Tho  Gamelyn  gan  speke  dolfully  wif  alle 

To  fe  grete  lordes  fat*  saten  in  f e  halla  476 

lordes  he  seyde  for  cristes  passiofi 

help  to  brynge  Gamelyn  out  of*  prison 

Thanne  seyde  an  abbot*  sorwe  on  his  cheeke 

he  schal  haue  cristes  curs  and  seinte  maries  eeke  480 

That*  f e  out*  of*  p/tsoun  beggeth  or  borweth 

But*  euere  worf e  hem  wel  fat*  dof  f e  moche  sorwe 

After  fat*  abbot*  fan  spak*  anof cr 

I  wolde  fin  hed  were  offe  fey  f ou  were  my  brof er        484 

Alle  faf  fe  bonve  foule  moot*  f  am  falle 

Thus  f  ei  seide  aUe  fat*  weren  in  f e  halle 

Than  seyde  a  pr/our  yuel  mote  he  f  riue 

It*  is  moche  sorwe  &  and  skaf e  boy  fat*  f ou  art  on  lyuo    488 
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Ow  seyde  Gameljii  so  brouke  I  my  bon 

Kow  I  haue  aspied  f&t*  freendes  haue  I  noon 

Coised  mof  he  woithe  boj^e  fleisshe  and  blood 

That  eueie  do  priour  oi  abbot*  eny  good  492 

Adam  \fe  spenser  took*  yp  pe  clo}>e 

And  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  seih  ]7at*  he  was  wrooth 

Adam  on  ])e  Pantrie  Utul  he  ])ought* 

But*  tno  goode  stanes  to  haUe  dore  he  brought*  496 

Adam  looked  on  Gamelyn  and  he  was  war  anon 

And  cast*  awey  pe  feteres  and  he  bygan  to  goon 

Tho  he  cam  to  adam  he  took*  pa,f  oo  staf* 

And  bigan  to  worche  and  goode  strokes  yaf*  500 

Gamleyn  cam  in  to  fe  hall^  and  pe  spencer  bothe 

And  loked  hem  aboute  as  J^ei  hadde  be  wro]?e 

Gamelyn  sprenge])  holy  water  with  an  ook  spire 

That*  Bomme  ))at*  stoode  ypright*  felle  in  the  fire  504 

Ther  was  no  lewed  man  J^at*  in  J>e  halle  stood 

That*  wolde  do  Gamelyn  any  j^ing*  but*  good 

But*  stooden  besyden  and  lete  hem  bo])e  werche 

ffor  ^i  hadde  no  reu]}e  of*  men  of*  men  of*  holy  chcrche    508 

Abbot*  or  priour  monk*  or  chanofi 

That*  Gamelyn  ouertok*  anon  ]>ei  ^den  doon)       Deaf  es,  back} 

Ther  was  non  of*  hem  alle  p&V  wi])  his  staf*  mette 

That*  he  made  hem  onerjirowe  and  qnitte  hem  his  dctte   512 

Gamelyn  sayde  adam  for  sainte  charite/ 

Pay  good  lyueray  for  f  e  loue  of  me 

And  I  wol  kepe  pe  dore  so  euer  heere  I  masse/ 

£r  pei  ben  assoiled  ))er  schal  non  passe  516 

Dout*  pe  non^t*  seide  Gamelyn)  whil  we  ben  in  feere/ 

Kepe  J)ou  wel  Jje  dore  and  I  wol  werche  heere 

Stere  good  adam  and  late  per  none  flee 

And  we  schulle  telle  lai^ly  how  many  ]7er  be  520 

Gamelyn  seyde  adam  do  hem  but*  good 

Thay  ben  men  of*  holy  che[rche]  draw  of*  hem  no  blood 

Sane  wel  pe  croune  and  do  hem  non  harmes 

But*  breke  bo])e  here  legges  and  si))])en  hero  armes         524 
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Thus  Gamelyn  and  adam  wroughte  righf  faste/ 

And  pleyden  witb.  J>o  monkes  and  made  hern  agaste/ 

Thider  ]>ej  come  rydyng*  lolyly  wij)  swaynes 

And  hom  a3ein  f  ei  were  ledde  in  Cartes  and  in  waynes  528 

Tho  J)ei  hadden  alle  y-don  fan  seyde  a  gray  frere 

Alias  sire  abhof  what*  dide  we  now  heere 

Tho  faf  we  comen  hider  it  was  a  cold  rede 

vs  hadde  ben  better  at*  home  wij>  water  and  wiJ)  breed  532 

Whil  Gamelyn  made  ordres  of  monkes  and  freere/ 

Euer  stood  his  broker  and  made  foul  cheere 

Gamelyn  vp  wiJ)  his  staf*  J>af  he  wel  knew 

And  gerte  him  in  fe  nekke  Jat*  he  ouerjrew  536 

A  litel  aboue  J?e  girdel  J)e  riggebon  tobarst* 

And  sette  him  in  ^e  feteres  J^er  he  sat*  arsf 

Sitte  ))ere  brojjer  seyde  Gamelyn 

ffor  to  coole  fi  blood  as  I  dide  myn  540 

As  swife  as  f ei  hadde  wroken  hem  on  here  foon) 

They  askede  water  and  wisshen  anoon) 

What*  soTwme  for  here  loue  and  somme  for  awe 

Alle  J)e  seruantz  serued  hem  of*  J>e  beste  la  we  544 

The  scherreue  was  Jjenne  but  f}Tie  myle/ 

And  al  was  told  him  in  a  litel  while/  Deaf  «9] 

how  Gamelyn  and  adam  hadde  don  a  sory  res 

Bounden  and  wounded  men  a^ein  ^e  kinges  pees  548 

Tho  bigan  sone  strif*  for  to  wake 

And  J>e  scherref  aboute  Gamelyn  for  to  take 

Now  lithej)  and  lestenej)  so  god  jiue  jou  good  fyn 

And  3e  schul  heere  good  game  of*  ^onge  Gamelyn)  552 

ffour  and  twenty  3onge  mew  fat*  helden  ful  bolde 

Come  to  J>e  scherref*  and  seyde  Jjat*  fai  wolde 

Gramelyn  and  adam  fette  be  way 

The  scherref*  yaf*  hem  leue  soj)  as  I  jou  say  556 

fei  hieden  faste  wolde  fay  nought*  belynne 

Til  fei  comen  to  fe  gate  f er  gamelyn  was  Inne 

They  knokken  on  f e  gate  fe  porter  was  ney 

And  loked  out*  at*  an  hole  as  man  fat  was  sleigh  560 
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The  porter  badde  beholde  J^am  a  litel  while 

he  louede  Gameljn  and  was  adrad  of*  gile/ 

And  leef  pe  wiket*  stonde  fol  stille 

And  asked  hem  wi)>onte  whaf  was  here  wille  564 

ffor  all  pQ  grete  company  ))anne  spak^  but  oon 

Yndo  fe  gate  porter  and  laf  vs  In  goon) 

Than  seyde  J>e  porter  so  brouke  I  my  chynne 

3e  schol  sey  ^oor  erand  er  ^e  comen  Inne  568 

Sey  to  Gamelyn  and  adam  if  ))eir  wille  be 

We  wol  speke  to  hem  two  wordes  or  f  re 

ffelaw  sayde  }^e  porter  stond  peve  stille 

And  I  wol  wende  to  Gamelyn  to  witen  his  wiUe  572 

In  wente  fe  porter  to  Gamelyn  anon) 

And  saide  sire  I  wame  jou  here  ben  come  30ure  foon) 

The  scherreues  men  ben  atte  gate 

ffor  to  take  30a  bo])e  scholle  30  not*  scape  576 

Porter  seyde  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  wel  J)e 

I  wol  allowe  J>e  pi  wordes  whan  I  my  tyme  see 

Go  a3ein  to  pe  gate  and  dweUe  wi]?  hem  a  while/ 

And  ]70U  schalt*  see  right*  soone  porter  a  gyle  580 

Adam  seyde  Gamelyn  loke  pe  to  goone 

We  haue  foomen  atte  gate  and  freendes  neuer  oone  [leaf  09,  back] 

If  ben  pe  scherreues  men  f  af  hider  ben  y-come/ 

Thei  ben  swore  to-gidere  faf  we  schul  be  nome  584 

Gam4yn  saide  adam  hye  pe  right*  blyue 

And  if*  I  faile  pe  fis  day  yuel  mote  I  friue 

And  we  schulle  so  welcome  pe  Scherreues  men 

That*  somme  of*  hem  schulle  make  here  beddes  in  pe  fen  588 

Atte  posteme  gate  Gamelyn  out*  wente 

And  a  good  cart*  staf*  in  his  bond  he  hente 

Adam  hente  soone  anoj^er  gret*  staf* 

ffor  to  helpe  Gamelyn  and  goode  strokes  he  3af'  592 

Adam  felde  tweyne  and  Gamelyn  felde  pre 

Thaf  o])er  sette  feet*  on  erj^e  and  bigan  to  flee 

Whaf  seide  adam  so  euere  heere  I  masse/ 

I  haue  righf  good  wyn  /  diynke  or  3e  passe  596 
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^ay  Tt)y  god  sayde  J»ai  Ji  drink'  is  not*  good 

If  wolde  make  a  mannes  brayn  to  lyen  in  his  hood 

Gamelyn  stood  stille  and  loked  him  aboute 

And  saide  f e  scherref*  comejj  with  a  gref  route  600 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  what*  be  now  f  y  redes 

here  come])  pe  scherreue  and  wil  haue  oure  heedes 

Adam  sayde  to  Gamelyn  my  reed  is  now  f  is 

Abyde  we  no  longere  if*  we  fare  amys  604 

I  rede  Jjat*  we  to  woode  goon)  ar  fat*  we  be  founde 

Bettre  is  it*  per  louse  pan  in  toune  y-bounde 

Adam  tok*  by  fe  bond  3onge  Gamelyn 

And  euery  of*  hem  drank*  a  draught*  of*  wyn  608 

And  after  token  here  cours  and  wenten  here  way 

Tho  fond  pe  scherreue  nest*  and  noon  ay 

The  scherref*  lighte  doun  and  went*  in  to  J>e  halle 

And  fond  pe  lord  fetered  faste  wi))  aU^  612 

pQ  scherreue  ynfetered  him  right*  soono  anon 

And  sente  after  a  leche  to  hele  his  regge  bon 

lete  we  now  pis  false  knight*  lye  in  his  care 

And  talke  we  of*  Gamelyn  and  loke  how  he  fare  616 

Gfimelyn  in  to  pe  woode  stalkede  stille 

And  adam  pe  spenser  likede  right*  ylle  [leaf  roj 

Adam  swore  to  Gamelyn  by  seint*  richeer 

Now  I  see  it  is  mery  to  ben  a  sperjser  620 

That*  leuere  me  were  keyes  to  here 

Than  walken  in  pis  wilde  woode  my  clojjes  to  tere 

Adam  sayde  Gamelyn  dismaye  pe  right*  nought* 

Many  good  mannes  childe  in  care  is  brought*  624 

As  fei  tooke  talking*  bo|)e  in  feere 

Adam  herde  talking*  of  men  and  neigh  him  poughV  J^ei  were 

Tho  Gramelyn  vnder  woode  loked  aright* 

v\j.  score  of*  ^onge  men  he  say  wel  adight*  628 

All6  satte  atte  mete  com  pas  aboute 

Adam  sayde  Gamelyn  now  haue  je  no  doute 

After  bale  comes  boote  porugh  goddes  might* 

Me  Jjinkep  of*  mete  and  drynk*  J»at*  I  haue  a  sight*         632 
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Adam  lokede  po  vnder  woode  bowgh 

And  ])o  be  say  mete  he  was  glad  ynougti 

ffor  lie  hopede  to  god  for  to  haue  bis  deele 

And  be  was  sore  alonged  after  a  good  meele  636 

As  be  saide  p&^  word  pe  mayster  ontlawe 

Saiigb  Gamelyn  and  adam  vnder  woode  scbawe/ 

^onge  men  seyde  )>e  maister  by  pe  god  roode 

I  am  war  o^  gestes  god  s6nde  vs  goode  G40 

jond  been  tuo  yonge  men  rigbt*  wel  adigbf 

And  perauenture  per  ben  mo  wbo  so  loked  arigbt* 

Axiaep  vp  yonge  men  and  sette  bem  to  me 

It?  IB  good  J>af  we  witen  wbat*  men  if  be  644 

vp  pel  sterten  .vij.  fro  pe  dyner 

And  metten  witb  Gamelyn  and  adam  spenser 

Wban  ]»ei  were  neib  bem  fan  seyde  J>afc*  oon 

yeldej)  vp  yonge  men  ^our  bowes  &  your  floon)  648 

Thanne  seide  Gamelyn  ]>at*  yong^  was  of*  eldo 

Mocbe  sorwe  mote  be  baue  J}at*  to  yow  bem  jeelde 

I  corse  non  o]>er  but*  rigbt*  my  selue 

Jey  3e  fette  to  yow  fyue  fanne  ye  be  twelue  652 

)ro  pel  berde  by  bis  word  )>at*  migbf  was  in  bis  arm 

There  was  non  of*  bem  ])at^  wolde  don  bim  barm  [leaf  7o,  back] 

Bat*  seide  to  gamelyn  myldcly  and  stille/ 

Com  afore  oure  maister  and  say  to  bim  j^i  wille  656 

yonge  men  seyde  Gamelyn  by  your  leute/ 

Wliat*  man  is  jour  maister  J^af  ye  with  be 

Alle  J)ei  answerde  wi]K)ate  lesyng< 

Oure  mayster  is  ciouned  of<  outlawes  king*  660 

Adam  sayde  Gamelyn  go  we  in  cristes  name/ 

he  may  neyj>er  mete  ne  drynk*  werne  vs  for  schame/ 

If  fat*  he  be  kynde  and  come  of*  gentil  [blood] 

he  wol  yeue  vs  mete  &  drynk*  and  don  vs  som  good      664 

By  saint*  lame  saide  adorn  what*  barm  fat*  I  gete/ 

I  wol  auenture  me  to  pe  dore  fat*  I  badde  mete/ 

Gamelyn  and  adam  wente  forf  in  fecre 

And  fei  grette  pe  maister  fat*  fey  founde  fere  668 
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Than  seyde  Je  mayster  long*  of*  outlawes 

What*  seeke  je  yonge  men  vndor  \>e  woode  schawes/ 

Gamelyn  answerde  fe  king*  wij)  his  croune 

he  moste  needes  walke  in  woode  fat*  may  not*  walke  in  towne 

Sire  we  walke  not*  heere  non  hann  to  do  673 

But*  if  we  meete  a  deer  to  schete  Jer  to 

As  men  Jjat*  ben  hungry  and  mowe  no  mete  fynde 

And  ben  harde  beatad  vnder  woode  lynde  676 

Of*  Gkmelynes  wordes  pe  mayster  hadde  rewjje 

And  seyde  ye  schal  haue  ynough  haue  god  my  treu})e 

he  bad  hem  sitte  doun  for  to  take  reste 

And  bad  hem  ete  and  drynke  and  fat*  of*  fe  beste  680 

As  f  ei  eeten  and  dronke  wel  and  fyn 

Than  saide  fat*  oon  to  fat*  of er  f is  is  Gamelyn) 

Tho  was  f  e  maister  out*-lawe  in  to  counseil  nome 

And  tolde  how  it  /  was  Gamelyn  fat*  f ider  was  y-come  684 

Anon  as  he  hcrde  how  it  was  byfalle 

he  made  him  maister  vnder  hini  ouer  he?w  aUe 

Wif  inne  f  e  f  ridde  weke  him  come  tydynges 

To  f e  mayster  outlawe  fat*  was  here  kyngc^  688 

fat*  he  schulde  come  home  his  pees  was  maad 

And  of*  fat*  goode  tydyng*  he  was  ful  glaad  n«*f  n] 

Tho  sayde  he  to  his  ^onge  men  sof  for  to  telle 

Me  ben  comen  tydynges  I  may  no  lenger  dweUe  692 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  anon  wif  oute  taryyng* 

Maad  mayster  outlawe  and  crouned  here  king* 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  crouned  king*  of*  ouf-lawes 

And  walked  a  while  vnder  woode  schawes  696 

The  false  knight*  his  brof  er  was  scherreue  and  sire 

And  leet*  his  brof  er  endite  for  hate  and  for  Ire 

Tho  were  his  bonde  men  sory  and  nof  ing*  gladde 

Whan  Gamelyn  here  lord  wolfes  heed  was  cried  and  maad 

And  sente  out*  of*  his  men  wher  fey  might*  him  fynde  701 

flfor  to  seeke  Gamelyn  vnder  f  e  woode  lynde 

To  tellen  him  tydynges  the  -^vynd  was  went* 

And  alt  his  good  reued  and  his  men  schent  70i 
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Whan  ])ei  had  him  founden  on  knees  fej  hem  setten) 

And  ardoun  with  here  hood  and  here  lord  gretteii) 

Sire  wrtLpfe  you  nought*  for  fe  goode  roode 

fibr  we  haue  hroughf  30U  tydynges  hut*  fei  hen  nof  goode 

Now  is  fj  hro}«r  scherreue  and  haJp  pe  haillie  709 

And  ha^  endited  ^e  and  wolfes  heed  do)»  \te  crye 

Alias  sayde  Gamelyn  ])at<  euer  I  was  so  slak* 

Thaf  I  ne  hadde  hroke  his  necke  ])o  I  his  rigge  hrak*    712 

€ro^  greete])  wel  myn  houshondes  and  wijf 

I  wil  hen  atte  nexte  schire  hauo  god  my  Lgf 

Gamelyn  cam  wel  redy  to  ]>q  nexte  schire 

And  })ere  was  his  hro^er  ho])e  lord  and  sire  716 

Gamelyn  com  holdely  iu  to  pe  moof  halle 

And  putte  adoun  his  hood  among*  fe  lordes  alle 

God  saue  yow  lordynges  ])af  now  heere  he 

But*  broke  hak*  Scherreue  yuel  mote  ^ou  pee  720 

Why  hasf  ]>ou  do  me  ]}at*  schame  and  Tilenyo 

ffor  to  late  endite  me  and  wolues  heed  do  me  cryo 

Tho  ]K)ughte  pe  false  knight*  for  to  hen  awreke 

And  leet*  take  Gamelyn  most*  he  nomore  speke  724 

Might*  yei  he  no  more  grace  but*  Gamelyn  atte  laste/ 

Was  cast*  in  to  prtsoil  and  fetered  faste/  [leaf  71,  imcIc] 

%  Gamelyn  haf  a  bro]>er  ])at*  highte  sire  Oote 

As  good  a  knight*  and  heende  as  mighte  gon  on  foote    728 

Anon  ^eede  a  messager  to  ]>af  goode  knight* 

And  told  hifH  altogider  how  Gamelyn  was  dight 

Anon  as  sire  Oote  herde  how  Gamelyn  was  dight* 

he  was  right  sory  was  he  noj)ing*  light*  732 

And  leet*  sadle  a  steede  and  |)e  way  he  nam 

And  to  his  tweyne  bie^eren  right*  soone  he  cam 

Sire  sayde  sire  Ote  to  pe  Scherreue  ^o 

We  ben  but*  f  re  htepereu  schulle  we  neuer  be  mo  736 

And  }k>u  hasf  prrsoned  pe  beste  of*  vs  oHe 

Swich  ano]^r  brof  ei*  yuel  him  mote  bifaUe 

Sire  Ote  seyde  pe  fak  knight*  lat*  be  ])i  curs 

By  god  for  J»i  wordes  he  schal  fare  pe  wurs  740 
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To  J>e  kinges  prisone  he  is  y-nome 

And  J>er  he  schal  abyde  to  \>e  luatice  come 

Parde  saide  sire  Ote  bettre  it  schal  be 

I  bidde  him  to  maympr/s  fat*  fou  graimte  to  me  744 

Til  J)e  nexte  sittyng*  of  dcliuerance 

And  late  Jjanne  Gamelyn  stande  to  his  cnaunce 

Broker  in  swich  a  forward  I  take  him  to  fe 

And  by  Jji  fador  soule  faf  fe  bigat*  and  me  748 

But*  he  be  redy  whan  fe  Justice  sitte 

Thou  schalt*  here  his  luggement*  for  att  J)i  grete  witte 

I  graunte  wel  seide  sire  Ote  fat  it*  so  be 

let*  deliuere  him  anon  and  tak*  him  to  me  752 

Tho  was  Gramelyn  deliuered  to  sire  Ote  his  brofer 

And  fat*  night*  dwelleden  fat*  oon  wif  fat*  of  or 

On  f e  morwe  scyde  Gamely.i  to  sire  Ote  fe  heende 

Brof  er  he  seyde  I  moot*  for  sof  e  fro  f  e  weende  756 

To  loke  how  my  yonge  men  leden  here  lyf* 

Whef er  fey  lyuen  in  loye  or  elles  in  strif* 

By  god  seyde  sire  Ote  fat*  is  a  cold  redo 

Now  I  se  f  af  aft  f  e  cark*  schal  falJe  on  myn  hede  760 

ffor  whan  f  e  Justice  sitte  and  f  ou  be  nought*  y-founde 

I  schal  anon  be  take  and  in  fy  stede  y-bounde  [leaf  wj 

Brof  er  sayde  Gamelyn  dismaie  f  e  nought* 

ffor  by  saint*  lame  in  Gales  that*  many  man  haf  sought*   764 

If*  fat*  god  almighty  holde  me  my  lyf*  and  witte 

I  wil  be  fere  redy  whan  f e  lustice  sitte 

Thanne  seide  sire  Ote  to  Gamelyn  god  schilde  f  e  fro  schame 

Com  whan  f ou  seest*  tyme  and  bryng*  vs  out  of*  blame     768 

IT  litheth  and  lesteneth  and  holdef  30U  stille 

And  30  schulle  heere  how  Gamelyn)  hadde  his  wille 

Gamelyn  wente  vnder  f  e  woode  Rys 

And  fond  fere  ploying*  yonge  men  of*  pris  772 

Tho  was  yonge  Gamelyn  right*  glad  ynougti 

Whan  he  fond  his  mm  vnder  f  e  woode  bough 

Gamelyn  and  his  men  talked  in  feere 

And  fey  hadde  good  game  here  maister  to  heere/  776 
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his  men  tolden  him  of*  auentures  fai^  pei  hadde  y-founde 

And  Gamelyn  him  tolde  ajein  how  he  was  faste  bounde 

Whil  Gamelyn  was  outlawe  hadde  he  no  curs 

Ther  was  no  man  ]»kt*  for  him  ferde  ])e  wors  780 

Buf  abbotes  and  pnburs  nionk^  and  Chanofi 

On  of!  hem  lefte  he  nought*  whan  he  might*  hem  nom 

Whil  Gamelyn  and  his  men  made  mer)?es  Eyue 

The  false  knighf  his  bro]7er  yuel  mote  he  ))riue  784 

ffor  he  was  fisiste  aboute  bo]>e  o  day  and  oper 

ffor  to  hire  Jie  queste  to  hangen  his  hrofer 

Gamelyn  stood  on  a  day  and  he  biheeld 

The  woodes  and  pQ  schawes  in  pe  wilde  feeld  788 

he  ]K)ughf  on  his  brojyer  how  he  him  beheet 

)>at*  he  wolde  be  redy  whan  pe  lustice  seet 

he  ^ughte  wel  fat*  he  wolde  wijjoute  delay 

Come  afore  pe  lustice  to  keepen  his  day  792 

And  seide  to  his  yonge  men  dighte  yow  jare 

ffor  whan  pe  lustice  sitte  we  mote  be  paie 

ffor  I  am  vnder  borwe  til  faf  I  come/ 

And  my  bro]»er  for  me  to  pnson  schal  be  nome  796 

By  seinf  lame  seide  his  jonge  men  and  j}ou  rede  ])6rtoo 

Oideigne  how  it  schal  be  and  it  schal  be  do         Deaf  7?,  back] 

"Whil  Gamelyn  was  comyng*  J>er  pe  lustice  satte 

The  fialse  knighf  his  bro]>er  for-yatte  he  not<  patte  800 

To  hire  ]>e  men  on  his  quest*  to  hangen  his  bro])er 

Though  pej  hadde  nought*  ])at  oon  he  wolde  haue  ]jat  oj^er 

Tho  cam  Gamelyn  fro  vnder  woode  Bys 

And  broughte  with  him  ^onge  men  of*  prys  804 

I  86  wel  seyde  Gamelyn  the  lustice  is  sette 

Go  afom  adom  and  loke  how  it  spette 

Adam  wente  in  to  ]»e  halle  and  loked  att  aboute 

be  seih  )yere  stonde  lordes  bof  e  grete  and  stoute  808 

And  sire  Ote  his  bro]>er  fetered  wel  fast* 

Tho  went*  adom  out  of*  haUe  as  he  were  agast 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  and  to  his  felawes  alle 

Biie  Ote  stanf  fetered  in  pe  moot*  hall6  812 
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yonge  men  sayde  Gamelyn  pia  ]>ey  heeren  alle 

Sire  Ote  stant*  fetered  in  ]>e  moot*  halle 

If  god  yif  V8  grace  wel  for  to  do 

he  schal  it^  abegge  pa.V  it  broughte  ferto  816 

Th^nne  seydo  Gamelyn  ]>at  lokkes  badde  bore 

Cristes  curs  most*  be  baue  faf  bim^  bond  so  sore   {i2»Tm!j^^*' 

And  f  ou  wolf  Gamelyn  don  after  my  reed 

Tber  is  non  in  j^e  balle  scbal  bere  awey  bis  beed  820 

Adam  seydo  Gamelyn  we  wille  nougbf  doon  so 

We  wol  sle  fe  gultyf*  and  late  fe  o})er  go 

I  wil  in  to  pQ  balle  and  wi)>  pe  Justice  speke 

On  bem  ])af  ben  gultyf*  I  wol  ben  a-wreke  824 

late  non  scape  at*  pQ  dore  yonge  men  take  yeme 

flFor  I  wol  be  Justice  fis  day  doomes  to  deeme 

God  speede  me  J?is  day  at*  my  newe  werk* 

Adam  com  witb  me  for  J)ou  scbalt*  be  my  clerk*  828 

bis  men  answerde  bim  and  bad  bim  don  bis  best* 

And  if*  f  ou  to  vs  baue  neede  J)ou  scbalt*  fynde  vs  preste 

"We  wiln  stande  mtb  pe  wbil  fat  we  may  dure 

And  but*  we  werken  manly  pay  vs  non  bure  832 

Yonge  men  sayde  Gamelyn  so  mot*  I  wel  pee/ 

As  trusty  a  maister  ye  scbal  fynde  of*  me  ne«f  w] 

Eigbt  per  pe  Justice  sat*  in  pe  hsJle    - 

In  wente  Gamelyn  amonges  bem  alle  836 

Gamelyn  leet*  vnfettere  bis  brofcr  out*  of*  bende 

Tbanne  seide  sire  Otes  bis  bro]}cr  ]>at*  was  beende 

Tbou  haddest*  almost*  Gamelyn  dwelled  to  longe 

ffor  pe  queste  is  out*  on  me  ))at*  J  scbolde  hongr  840 

Broker  seide  Gamelyn  so  god  yif*  me  good  rest 

This  day  J)ey  scbul  ben  banged  pat*  ben  vpon  pe  quest* 

And  pe  Justice  bo]7e  pat*  is  pe  Jugge  man 

And  pe  schirriue  hope  porugb  him  it  bigan  844 

Tbanne  seyde  Gamelyn  to  pe  Justise 

Now  is  py  power  don  pou  most*  nodes  arise 

Tbou  hast*  yiuen  doomes  pat*  ben  yuel  dight* 

J  wil  sitten  in  pi  sete  and  dressen  hem  aright  848 
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The  Justice  sat*  stille  and  rocs  noughf  anoon) 

And  Gamelyn  cleuede  his  cheke  boon 

Gamelyn  tok^  him  in  his  armes  and  nomore  spak* 

But*  ]}rewe  him  ouer  pa  barro  and  his  arme  tobrak*         852 

Durete  non  to  Gramelyn  seye  but*  good 

ffor  fered  of  pe  companye  fat*  wijjoutc  stood 

Gamelyn  sette  him  doun  in  ]>e  Justices  sete 

And  sire  Otea  his  brofer  by  liiwt  and  adam  at  his  feet*  856 

Whan  Gamelyn  was  sctte  in  pe  Justices  sete/ 

herkne  of*  a  bourde  fat*  Gamelyn  dede 

he  leet*  feteie  fe  Justice  and  his  false  brother 

And  leet*  hem  come  to  )>e  barre  fat*  oon  wif  fat*  of er    860 

Tho  Gamelyn  hadde  f  us  y-don  hadde  he  no  rest 

Til  he  hadde  enquered  who  was  on  f  e  quest 

ifor  to  deemen  his  brof  er  sire  Ot«s  for  to  honge 

Er  he  wiste  which  f ei  were  he  f oughte  ful  longe  864 

But*  as  sone  as  Gamelyn  wiste  wher  fey  were 

he  dede  hem  euerichon  feteren  in  fere 

And  bringen  hem  to  f  e  barre  and  sette  hem  in  Hewe 

By  my  faith  seide  f  e  Justice  f  e  Scherreue  is  a  schrewe/   868 

Thanne  sayde  Gamelyn  to  f  e  Justice 

Thou  hast*  youe  doomes  of*  f e  wors  assise  Deaf  78,  btek] 

And  fe  .xij.  Sisours  that*  weren  of*  fe  queste 

They  schulle  ben  hanged  fis  day  so  haue  J  good  reste  872 

Thanne  seyde  fe  Scherreue  to  yonge  Gamelyn 

lord  J  crye  fe  mercy  brof ^r  art*  f ou  myn) 

Ther-fore  saide  Gamelyn  haue  f  ou  cristcs  curs 

ffor  and  fou  were  maister  yet*  J  schulde  haue  wors         876 

ffor  to  make  schort*  tale  and  nought*  to  long* 

he  ordeigned  him  a  queste  of*  his  men  so  strong* 

The  Justice  and  f e  Scherreue  bef  honged  hye 

To  weiuen  with  fe  Rope^  and  with  fe  wynd  drye  880 

And  fe  .xij   Sisours  sorwe  bane  fat^  rekke 

AUe  fey  were  hanged  faste  by  fo  nokke 

Thus  endeth  fe  false  knight*  with  his  treccheric 

That*  euer  hadde  lad  his  lyf*  in  ftilsnce  and  folye  884 
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he  was  hanged  by  pe  necke  and  noughf  by  J)e  pure 

That*  was  ^e  meede  J^at*  he  hadde  for  his  'fadres  core 

Sire  Otes  was  eldest*  and  Gamelyn  was  ying* 

Wenten  with  here  frendes  and  passed  with  }>o  king*       888 

They  made  pees  with  pe  king*  of*  pe  best*  assise 

The  king*  loued  wel  sire  Ote  and  made  him  Justice 

And  after  pe  king*  made  Gamelyn  bo|^e  in  est*  and  west* 

Cheef*  Justice  of*  his  fre  fforest*  892 

AUe  his  wighte  yonge  men  pe  king*  for-yaf*  here  gilt* 

And  si})])en  in  good  office  pe  king*  ha])  alle  hem  pilf 

IT  Thus  wan  Gamelyn  liis  lond  and  his  leede 

And  wrak*  him  of*  his  enemys  andquitte  hem  hero  meede  896 

And  sire  Ot.e  his  brofer  made  him  his  heir 

And  si]}]7en  wedded  Gamelyn  a  wyf*  a  good  and  a  fair 

They  lyueden  togidere  whil  fat*  crisf  wolde 

And  siJ)J)en  was  gamelyn  graiien  vnder  molde  900 

And  so  schal  we  alle  may  ))er  noman  flee 

God  bring*  vs  to  pe  loye  )>af  euer  schal  be  AmoN  pour  charite 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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Owie  oosi?  saugh  wel  J>at»  by  J>e  brigMe  sonne       .C".v". 
The  art  of  his  artificial  day  hadde  loime 
The  £sr^  part*  of*  half*  an  lionr  and  moore 
And  ^ngh  he  were  nought*  deepe  expert'  in  lore         [Uaf  74] 
lie  wist*  it  was  )re  zvi\j.*  day 
O^Apnlla  f6\f  is  messager  to  May 
And  sangh  wel  pati  ))e  schadwe  of*  euery  tree 
Was  as  in  leng^e  ^e  same  quantite  8 

That*  was  ^  hody  erect  ^at*  cansed  it* 
And  J)erfore  by  ^  schadewe  he  took*  his  wit* 
That*  Phebns  which  ])at*  schon  so  cler  and  bright* 
I>egTee8  was  xlv  dombe  on  hight*  12 

And  for  ^af  day  as  in  J^at*  latitude 
It^  was  ten  atte  clokke  he  gan  conclude 
And  Bodeinly  he  plight*  his  hors  aboute 
loidynges  quod  he  I  wame  30U  alia  \\a  route  IG 

The  ferjye  party  of  \f\a  day  is  gon 
l^ow  for  ]^  loue  of*  god  and  of  seint*  lohn 
leae^  no  tyme  as  feiforth  as  ye  may 
Loidinges  ^  time  it*  waste])  night*  and  day  20 

And  stele^  &om  ys  what  priuely  slepyng* 
And  what*  ^uigh  necligence  in  oure  waking* 
Ab  doth  ye  streem  ))at*  tume^  neuer  aga3rn 
Desoendyng*  from  ^e  mountayn  in  to  playn  24 

Wel  can  senek*  and  many  a  Philosophre 
Biweilen  iyme  more  ^an  gold  in  cophre 
ffor  los  of  catelld  may  recouered  be 
Bat*  loB  of  tyme  schende)»  vs  quod  he  28 
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It'  wil  nougbf  come  agayn  wi])outeii  drede 

yamore  fan  wile  Malkyns  maydenhede 

Whan  ache  haj?  losf  it  /  in  hir  wantonnesee 

laf  YS  noughf  mowlen  pus  in  ydelnesse  32 

Sire  Man  of  lawe  quod  he  sane  je  blis 

Tel  vs  a  tale  anoi])  as  forward  is 

ye  be  submitted  Jjurgh  your  free  assenf 

To  stonde  in  ]}is  cas  of*  my  luggement*  36 

Aquite])  jow  now  of*  joure  beheste 

Thanne  haue  3e  doon  your  deuer  atte  leste 

Oost*  quod  he  depardeux  ich  assente 

To  breke  forward  is  nought*  my;»  entente  peaf  u,  iiack] 

Biheste  is  dette  and  I  wil  holde  fayn 

Al  my  biheste  I  can  no  bettre  sain 

ffor  swich  lawe  as  a  man  yeuej)  anojjer  wight* 

he  schulde  himself*  vsen  it*  by  right*      *  44 

Thus  wile  oure  text*  but  naf  eles  certein 

I  can  right*  now  no  friffcy  tale  sein 

That*  Chaucer  f  ough  he  can  but*  lewedly 

On  metris  arid  in  rymyng*  craftily  48 

ha])  sayd  hem  in  such  englissh  as  he  can 

Of*  olde  tyme  as  knowe]?  many  a  man 

And  if*  he  haue  noughf  seyd  hem  leeue  broj^r 

In  o  book*  /  he  ha])  seyd  hem  in  ano])er  52 

ffor  he  ha])  told  of*  loners  vp  and  dofi 

Mo  ])an  Ovide  made  mencioil 

In  his  Epistles  pat*  been  ful  olde 

What*  scholde  I  tellen  hem  sen  fei  ben  tolde  56 

In  youfe  he  made  of*  Ceys  and  alcione 

And  8iJ)J)en  ha])  he  spoke  of*  eue?7chone 

Thise  noble  wyfes  and  ])ese  loners  eeke 

Who  so  Jat*  wile  his  large  volom)  seeke  60 

Cleped  fe  seintes  legende  of  Cupide 

Ther  may  he  seen  fe  large  woundes  wyde 

Of  lucrcsse  &  of  Babilan  Tisbe 

The  swerd  of  Dido  for  pe  fals  Ene  64 
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The  tree  of*  Phillis  for  Lire  DemephoD) 

The  pleynt*  of*  Dyonyre  and  of*  Ennion 

Of*  Adriane  and  of  ysyphile 

The  harayne  ysle  stondyng*  in  fe  see  68 

The  dreynf  leander  for  his  Erro 

The  teeres  of  helyne  and  eek<  ])e  woo 

Of  Brixseyde  and  of  ^e  ladomya 

fe  craelte  of  qaeen  medea  72 

The  litel  children  hangyng^  hy  fe  hals 

£For  ye  lason  jMtt*  was  of  lone  so  fSals 

Of  ypmistra  Penolope  Alceste 

yonie  wifhode  he  comendeth  wi])  f^  beste  DMm] 

Bnf  certeinly  no  word  ne  write])  he 

Of  ^ikke  wicke  ensample  of  Canace 

Thal^  loued  hir  owne  brother  synfully 

Of  suche  cnrsed  stories  I  sei  fy  80 

Or  elles  of  Tyro  Appoloneus 

how  ^t*  ye  cursed  king*  Antiochus 

Biraff  his  doughter  of  hir  maydenhede 

That*  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

Whan  he  hir  ytew  ^orogh  ye  pament* 

And  yedoie  he  of  fill  auiBement* 

Isolde  neuer  write  in  none  of  his  sermons 

Of  which  Tnkynde  abhominaciofis  88 

Ke  I  ne  wil  nof  reherce  if  y&if  I  may 

Bul^  of  my  tale  how  schal  I  don  yis  day 

Me  were  lo]>  be  likned  donteles 

To  muses  jM&t*  men  clepen  pieriedes  92 

Methamorphoseos  wot*  what*  I  mene 

But  na]>eles  I  recche  nought*  a  bene 

Though  I  come  afber  him  with  hawe  bake 

I  speke  in  prose  and  lat*  him  Rimes  make  96 

And  with  J^at*  word  he  with  a  sobre  chere 

Bigan  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  heere. 
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[PROLOGUE  OF  THE  MAN  OF  LAWS  TALE,] 
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%  Incipit  ifabula. 

0  Hateful  hann  condiciofi  of*  pouert' 
With  thursf  with  cold  with  hunger  he  confoundetll 
To  asken  helpe  fe  schame))  in  pin  herf 
If*  ])ou  now  axe  wi]>  neede  arf  fou  so  wounded     102 
That*  verray  neede  vnwrappeth  al  pi  wounde  hid 
Mangre  pin  heed  pou  most*  for  Indigence 
Or  stele  or  hegge  or  Lorwe  pi  dispence  105 

Thou  blamest*  crist*  and  seist*  ful  bitterly 

he  mys  departep  richesse  temporal 

Thy  neyghebour  pou  witest*  synfully 

And  seist*  pou  hasf  to  litel  and  he  hap  al  109 

Par  fey  seistow  somtyme  he  rekene  schal 

Whan  paf  his  tail  schal  brennen  in  pe  gleede  ' 

ffor  he  nought*  helpep  needeful  in  here  neede       Qeftf  75,  tedt] 

If  Herkne  what*  la  pe  menyng*  of  pe  wise 

Bet*  is  to  deyen  pan  haue  Indigence 

Thi  self*  neighebore  wile  pe  dispise 

If*  pou  be  pouer  far  wel  pi  reuerence  116 

yet*  of*  pe  wise  man  tak*  pis  sentence 

Alle  pe  dayes  of*  pore  men  ben  wikke 

Be  war  perfore  or  pou  come  in  paf  prikke  119 

If  If*  pou  be  pouere  pi  broper  hatep  pe 

And  alle  pi  freendes  fleen  fro  pe  alias 

O  Riche  marchantz  ful  of*  wele  be 

O  noble  prudent*  folk*  as  in  pis  cas  123 

youre  bagges  ben  nought*  filled  with  ambes  aas 

But  with  Sis  Cynk*  pat*  rennep  for  jour  chance 

At*  Cristes  masse  merye  may  je  daunce  12G 
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if  ye  seeken  lend  and  see  for  joui^  wyimynges 

Aa  wys  folk*  ]>at*  knowen  alle  thestat* 

Of"  legnes  ^e  ben  fadres  of*  tyfinges 

And  tales  bothen  of  pees  and  of*  debat*  130 

I  were  ligbf  now  of*  tales  desolat* 

Kere  y&tf  a  marchanf  gon  is  many  a  yere 

Me  tanght*  a  tale  which  as  ye  schal  heere  133 


[^s  there  is  no  room  in  this  print  for  the  Latin  notes  in  the 
margin  of  the  MS,  they  are  put  here^  with  the  nvmbers  of  the  lines 
to  which  they  rrfer.^ 

1. 161.  Boropia  est  tercia  pors  mimdi.     [MS,  leaf  76.] 

1. 198.  ^  Ceptra  pharonei  ixatruxa.  discordla  Thebe  flamma 
poetontiB  deucalionis  aque  \n  stelliB  priami  spe^ri^  audacia  tumi 
aensaff  ylixeu  berouleas  qus  vigor.     [MS,  leaf  76,  back.] 

1.  294.  ^  Vnde  P[t]holomei«  liiw  j*,  Capitvlo  g!*»  primi  motus 
oeli  duo  sunt  qaorum  yuus  est  qui  mouet  totam  semper  ab  orients 
in  oocidentem  yho  mode  sup^  orbes  k  cetera.  Item  alitor  vero  motus 
est  qui  mouet  orbent  stellartMn  eurreDoiu«».  Contra  motum  primum 
videlur^t  ab  Occidents  in  orient^m  super  alios  duos  polos  &  cetera, 
OmJies  enif»  conoordati  sunt  quod  electiones  sint  debiles  nisi  in  di- 
uitibtu,  ho^nt  emm  isti  lic^  debilitentur  eontm  electiones  radicem  .i. 
natiuitates  eorum  que  oonf ortat  omnem.  planetam  debilem  in  itinere. 
hno,  phUosophuR.     [MS,  leaf  78.] 

1.  421.  ^  Semper  mundane  leticie  tristicia  repentina  sucoedit. 
Mundana  ergo  feUcitas  multis  amaritudinibiM  est  resp^rsa.  Extre- 
ma  gaudy  luctus  oocupat  audi  ergo  salubre  consilium  in  die  bonomm 
ne  inememor  sis  malorvm.     [MS,  leaf  79,  back.] 

1.  771.  ^  Quid  turpius  ebrioso  cui  fetor  in  ore  tremor  in  corpore 
qui  promit  stulta  prodit  occulta  cui  mens  alienatur  facies  trans- 
formattir  nullum  enim  latet  secretum  ybi  regnat  ebrietas.  [MS» 
leaf  84,  back.] 

1.  925.  ^  O  extrema  libidinis  turpitudo  que  non  solum  mentem 
effeminat  sed  eoiam  corpus  eneruat  semper  sequntur  dolor  &  peni- 
tencia  post  Sc  cetera,     [MS,  leaf  86,  back.] 

].  1126.  ^  A  mane  vsque  ad  vesp^ram  mutabitur  tempus  tenent 
tympanum  Sc  gaudent  ad  sonum  organi.     [MS,  leaf  89,  back.] 

L  11«^.  Qtiis  ynqvam  vnicam  diem  totam  duxit  in  sua  delecta- 
cione  iocnndam  quern  in  aliqva  parte  diei  reatus  conscieneie  vei 
impetus  ire  Tel  motus  concupiscencie  inde  non  turbauerit  quern 
liuor  inuidie  vel  ardor  auaricie  vel  tumor  sup^bie  non  yexauerit 
Tel  qvem  aliqua  iactnra  yel  offensa  vel  passio  non  commdUerit. 
[MS,  leaf  89,  back.] 
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[PAMT  L] 

[No  break  in  the  MSJ] 

%  In  Sunye  whilom  dwelf  a  companje 

Of*  Chapmen  riche  and  J^er-to  sad  and  trewe 

That*  wyde  where  sente  here  spicerie 

CloJ^es  of  gold  and  Satyn  riche  of*  hewe  137 

here  chaffare  was  so  thrifty  and  so  newe 

That*  euery  wight*  haf  deynte  to  chaffare 

With  hem  and  eek*  to  sellen  hem  here  ware  HO 

IT  J^ow  fil  it*  ^at*  }>e  maistres  of  J>at*  sort* 

han  schapen  hem  to  Bome  for  to  wende 

Were  it*  fo  chapmanhode  or  for  disport* 

"Son.  o}>er  message  wolde  J>ey  fider  sende  144 

Bnt  comen  hemself*  to  Eome  ))is  is  )»e  ende 

And  in  swich  place  as  ])ought*  hem  anantage 

£for  here  entente  ])ei  take  here  herhergage  147 

Soiomed  han  ]>ise  marchantez  in  ])at*  tonn  Onf  76] 

A  certein  tyme  as  felld  to  hire  plesance 

But*  so  fellfi  fat*  pe  excellent  renoun 

Of*  ]»e  Emperour  doughter  dame  Custance  151 

Reported  was  with  euery  circumstance 

ynto  ]>ise  Surrien  marchantz  in  swich  wise 

flBro  day  to  day  as  I  schal  you  deuyse/  154 

IT  This  was  f e  comowe  voys  of*  euery  man 

Oure  emperour  of  Rome  god  him  see 

A  doughter  he  haj)  J^at*  syn  fe  world  bigan 

To  relaie  as  wel  hir  goodnesse  as  beaute  158 

Kas  neuer  such  ano]>er  as  is  sche 

I  pray  to  god  in  honour  hir  sustene 

And  wolde  sche  were  of  alle  Europe  Jje  queene  161 
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Y  In  hire  is  heigli  beaute  'wi^oute  pride  iioHm  note,  9.  iss.] 
yoa^e  wi])oute  greenebod  of*  folye 

To  aHe  hire  werkes  yertu  is  hire  guyde 

hmnblesse  ba])  slayn  in  bire  al  tyrannye  165 

Scbe  is  a  meronr  of>  alk  curtesye 

bire  berte  is  verray  cbambre  of<  bolynesse 

biie  band  ministre  of*  fredam  for  abnesse  168 

Y  And  al  ^is  voys  is  so])  as  god  is  trewe 
Bnf  now  to  purpos  laf  vs  tume  again 

Tbise  marcbantz  ban  doon  fraogbt*  bere  scbippes  newe 

And  wban  ]>ay  baue  ))is  blisfol  mayde  sain  172 

bom  to  Surrey  be])  fei  wenf  agayn) 

And  don  bere  needes  as  ])ey  ban  don  yore 

And  lynen  in  wele  I  can  seye  yow  nomore  175 

]S'ow  fil  if  ])at*  ])is  marcbantz  stoden  in  grace 

Of*  bim  ])at*  was  ]>e  Sowdon  of  S&rrie 

ffor  wban  ])ei  came  &om  eny  strange  place 

be  wolde  of*  bis  benigne  curtesie/  179 

Make  bem  good  cbere  and  besily  aspie 

Tytbynges  of  snndy  Hemes  for  to  Leere 

Tbe  wondres  ))af  ])ey  migbte  seen  or  beere  182 

Amonges  ojier  ])inges  specially 

Tbise  marcbantz  ban  bim  told  of  Dame  CustAnce  [leaf  70,  tack] 

So  giet  noblesse  in  emest*  ceriously 

Tbaf  fiB  Sowdan  ba]?  caugbt  so  gret/  plesance  186 

To  ban  bire  figure  in  bis  remembrance 

And  all^  bis  lust*  and  aUe  bis  besy  cure 

Was  for  to  loue  liire  wbil  bis  Lyf  may  dure  189 

Parauenture  in  pilke  large  book* 

Wbicb  J»t*  Jjei  cleped  Je  beuen  write  was 

Wi])  sterres  wban  ])at*  be  bis  bir)>e  took* 

That*  be  for  lone  scbulde  ban  bis  de])  alias  193 
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ffor  in  ^e  sterres  cleier  yon  is  ^e  glas 

Is  writen  god  wot  /  who  so  cowde  it  rede/ 

The  dej)  of  euery  man  wif  outen  drede  196 

f  In  steires  many  a  wynter  Jer  biforn) 

Was  write  fe  deth  of  Ector  AchiUes  iLattm  mu,  p.  iss.] 

Of  Pompe  Inlins  or  })ei  were  'ban^ 

The  stiyf  of  Thehes  and  of  herctdes/  200 

Of  Sampson  Tamus  and  of  Socrates 

The  deth/  but  mennes  wittes  ben  so  dulle 

That"  no  wight*  can  wel  rede  if  atte  fulle  203 

This  Sowdofi  for  his  priuey  counseil  sente 

And  schortly  of  ])is  mater  for  to  pace 

he  h&p  to  hem  declared  his  entente 

And  seide  hem  certein  but*  if  he  might*  haue  grace       207 

To  haue  Custance  wi])inne  a  litel  space 

he  nas  but*  ded  and  charged  hem  in  hye 

To  Bchapen  for  his  lyf  som  remedye  210 

IT  Diuerse  men  diuerse  ^inges  seiden 

The  argumentes  casten  vp  and  doun  * 

Many  a  sotil  resoii  for])  ^ey  leyden 

They  speken  of  MsgLque  and  abusion  214 

But*  fynally  as  in  conclusiofi 

They  can  not*  seen  in  )»af  non  auantage 

Ke  in  non  o])er  weye  saf  manage  217 

If  Than  sangh  fej  per  in  such  difficulte 

By  way  of  resoii  for  to  speke  al  playn 

By  cause  ))af  ])er  was  such  diue7*8ite  peaf  77] 

Bitwen  here  boje  lawes  Jat*  j>ei  sayn  221 

They  trowe  J^at*  no  cristne  pnnce  wolde  fain 

Wedde  his  child  ynder  oure  lawes  so  sweete 

That*  Ys  was  taught*  by  mahon  oure  prophete  224 
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Y  And  he  answeide  la^  Jrain  I  leese 

Cnstance  I  wol  be  cristned  douteles 

I  mot*  ben  hires  I  may  non  o])er  cheese 

I  pray  30W  holde^  jonr  aigamentz  in  pees  228 

Sane])  my  lif  and  hep  nought  Becheles 

To  geten  hiie  ])af  ha]>  my  lif*  in  cure 

ffor  in  this  voo  I  may  nof  longe  endoia  231 

%  Whaf  tiedef  giettere  dilatadoil 

I  seie  by  tretys  and  embassadrie/ 

And  by  ]>e  popes  mediacioil 

And  alle  ]»e  chiiche  and  alia  pe  chioalrie  235 

Thaf  in  distructiofi  of  mawmattrie 

And  in  encies  of  cnstes  lawe  deere 

They  ben  ac6oided  so  as  ^e  schal  heeie/  238 

f  how  ])af  pe  Sowdan  and  his  Baronage 

And  alle  his  lieges  schold  y-ciistened  be/ 

And  he  schal  han  distance  in  manage 

And  certein  gold  y  nof  whaf  quantite  242 

And  herto  fonnden  snfficeanf  settrte 

This  same  accord  was  sworn  in  either  syde 

Kow  faire  Cnstance  almighty  god  pe  gyde  245 

Now  wolde  sommen  waiten  as  I  gesse/ 

Thaf  I  schnlde  tellen  al  pe  puraeance 

That*  pe  Emperonr  of  his  noblesse 

hath  schapen  for  his  doughty  dame  distance  249 

Wei  may  men  knowe  ])af  so  gret*  ordinance 

May  noman  tellen  in  a  litel  clause ' 

As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause  252 

IT  Bisschoppes  ben  schapen  vrip  hire  for  to  wende 

loides  ladies  knightes  of  renoun 

And  opet  folk*  ynowe  pia  is  ^e  ende 

And  notified  is  )>uigh  out*  pe  toufi  [leaf  77,taek] 

CORPUS   163  (6-T.  137) 


SIX-TEXT   138 

164    GROUP  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  laVb  tale.  Corpiui  MS. 

That  euery  -wigfef  wij>  gret*  deuociofl 

Scbolde  pieye  crist*  ])at*  he  pis  manage 

Eesceyrie  in  gree.  and  speede  J)ifi  viage  259 

IT  The  day  ia  come  of"  hir  departyng* 

I  sey  fe  woful  lady^  fatal  is  come  P«»] 

Thaf  ^er  may  be  no  lenger  tarying* 

But*  forj)ward  fey  hem  diessen  alld  &  some  263 

distance  pat*  with  sorw  is  al  ouercome 

fful  pale  aiisf  and  dreese]?  hire  to  wende 

ffor  wel  sche  seeth  ])eT  is  non  opei  ende  266 

Alias  what*  wonder  is  it*  ])OTigh  sche  wepte 

Thaf  schal  be  sent*  to  strange  naciofi 

f&o  freendes  ^af  so  tendrely  hire  kepte 

And  to  be  bounden  vnder  subiectiofli  270 

Of*  oon  sche  knoweth  not*  his  condiciofi 

honsbondes  ben  aUe  goode  and  ban  ben  yore 

That*  knowen  wyfes  I  dar  say  30U  namore  273 

IF  ffader  sche  sayde  pi  wrecchede  child  Gustaunce 

Thy  yonge  donghter  fostred  vp  so  softe 

And  ye  my  mooder  my  souercigne  plesafice 

Oner  ahe  ])ing*  out*  taken  crist*  a  lofte  277 

distance  your^  child  hir  recomande]^  ofbe 

vnto  your  grace  for  I  schal  to  Surrie 

Ke  schal  I  nener  seen  30U  more  with  ye  280 

Alias  vnto  ]>e  Barbaric  naciofi 

I  moste  anon  si]}])en  if  is  your  wille 

Buf  crisf  fat  starf*  for  cure  Bedempciofi 

So  yeue  me  grace  his  hestes  to  fulfiUe  284 

I  wrecche  womman  no  fors  pough  I  spiQe 

Worwmen  are  bom  to  thraldom  and  penance 

.ind  to  ben  vnder  mannes  gouemance  287 
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Y  I  irowe  af  Tie  je  whan  Pumis  brak*  ]>e  walle 
Or  ylion  ^at*  brende  Thebes  ^at*  Gitee 

Kof  Borne  for  the  hanne  thxugh  hanybal 

Thaf  Eomayns  ha^  yenqmssed  tymes  fie  291 

I^as  herde  such  tendre  weepyng*  for  pite  paafTS] 

Aa  in  ^  Chambre  for  hire  departyng* 

Baf  for]>  sche  moot*  wher  so  sche  weepe  or  syng*  294 

Y  0  ferste  moeuyng*  cmel  finnamenf 
Wi]»  fj  dioinal  sweigti  thaf  crowdest*  ay 
And  hmlest*  alle  ho  Est*  to  Occident* 

That*  natorelly  wolde  holde  anoj^ar  way  298 

Thy  crowdyng*  sett*  fe  henen  in  such  array 

Atte  bygynnyng*  of*  ^is  fiers  viage 

Thaf  cruel  mars  ha])  slain  ^is  manage  301 

1[  Infortunaf  ascendent*  tortuous 

Of*  which  ^  lord  is  helples  falle  alias 

Out*  of*  his  angle  in  to  pe  derkesf  hous 

O.  mars  .o.  atajir  as  in  ]7is  cas  305 

O  fieble  moone  ynhappy  been  ^y  paas 

Thou  knettesf  fe  )er  pon  nart*  nought*  receyued 

There  ]k>u  were  wel  fro  ^ens  now  art*  ^ou  weyued  308 

IT  Imprudent*  Emp^our  of*  Eome  aUas. 

Was  ]»er  no  Philosophre  in  al  ))i  toun 

Is  no  tyme  bet*  pan  o])er  in  such  caas 

Of*  yiage  is  fer  non  electioil  312 

Namly  to  folk*  of*  heigti  condiciofi 

Kat*  whan  a  roote  is  of*  a  burthe  y-knowe 

Alias  je  ben  to  lewed  or  to  slows  315 

Y  The  schip  is  brought*  ])is  wofal  faire  mayde 

Solempnely  wi])  eaerj  circumstance 

'Now  IhesM  Crist'  be  with  ^ou  alld  sche  sayde 

Ther  nys  nomore  but*  far  wel  faire  Custanco  319 
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Sche  pe jne]»  hire  to  make  good  contynance 

And  for^  I  lete  hire  saile  in  J)is  manere 

And  tome  I  wills  again  to  my  mataere  322 

The  mooder  of  ye  Sowdon  welle  of  vices 

Espied  hsLp  hir  sones  pleyne  entent 

how  he  wol  lete  his  olde  Sacrifices 

And  right*  anon  sche  for  hire  connseil  sent*  326 

And  pei  hen  come  to  knowe  whaf  sche  ment* 

And  whan  assembled  was  ]ns  folk*  in  feere  peaf  li,  inek] 

Sche  sette  hire  doun  and  seide  as  ye  schal  heere  329 

IT  lordes  quo))  sche  ^e  knowen  euerjch  on 

how  ]»af  my  sone  in  poynt*  is  for  to  lete 

The  holy  lawes  of*  oure  alkaron 

yeuen  by  goddes  messager  Makomete  333 

Bat*  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete 

The  lyf*  schal  rather  out  of*  my  body  sterte 

Or  makometis  lawe  out  of*  myn  herte  336 

Whaf  scholde  vs  tyden  of*  J>is  newe  lawe 

But*  ])raldam  to  oure  bodyes  and  penance 

And  afterward  in  helle  to  ben  drawe 

ffor  we  reneyed  mahofi  oure  creance  340 

But*  lordes  wol  ye  maken  assurance 

As  I  schal  sein  assentyng*  to  my  lore 

And  I  schal  make  vs  sauf*  for  eueremore  343 

IT  They  sworen  and  assenten  enery  man 

To  lyue  with  hire  and  dye  and  by  hire  stonde 

And  euerich  in  pe  beste  wise  he  can 

To  streng])en  hire  schal  all^  his  frendes  fonde  347 

And  sche  ha])  ))is  emprise  take  on  honde 

Which  je  schal  here  ])ati  I  schal  deuyse 

And  to  hem  alle  sche  spak*  in  fis  wise  350 
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?  We  schulld  feisf  feyne  vs  cnstendoin  to  take/ 

Cold  "water  schal  nof  greue  vs  but*  a  lite 

And  I  schal  swich  a  reuel  and  feste  maken 

That^  as  I  trowe  I  schal  ^e  soudon  quite  354 

ffoT  ]K)iigh  his  mjf  be  cnstened  neuer  so  white 

Sche  schal  hane  neede  to  waissche  arway  pe  reede 

Though  sche  a  ffonte  ful  of  water  vrif  hire  leede/  357 

%  O  soudanesse  loote  of  Iniqnite 

Yiiago  fovL  Semyram  fe  secotinde 

O.  serpent*  ynder  femeninete 

Uk*  to  ^e  serpent*  deepe  in  helle  y-bonnde  361 

O  feyned  womman  al  )»af  may  confounde 

Yerta  and  Innocence  ]>orgh  ])y  malice 

Is  bredd  in  ^  as  nesf  of  eu^ry  vice  [iMf  79] 

IT  O  Sathan  envious  syn  ])ilke  day 

Thaf  ]>oa  were  chased  fro  oure  heritage 

Wei  knewestow  to  wommen  pe  olde  way 

Thow  madest*  £ua  to  bringen  in  semage  368 

Thow  wilt*  fordon  cristene  manage 

Thin  Instrument*  so  weylowey  pe  while 

Makest*  ^ou  of  wommen  whan  foxi  wilt*  begile  371 

5f  This  Sowdanesse  whom  I  puB  blame  and  warie 

leet*  priuely  hire  counseil  gon  here  way 

What*  schulde  I  in  pi&  tale  lenger  taiye 

Sche  rideth  to  pe  Sowdan  on  a  day  375 

And  seide  him  Jmt*  sche  wolde  reneye  hir  lay 

And  cziste]]dom  of  prestes  handes  fonge 

Eepentynge  sche  he]>ene  was  so  longe  378 

IT  Besekyng*  him  to  doon  hire  ))af  honour 

That*  sche  most*  han  ]>e  cristne  folk*  to  feste 

To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour 

The  Sowdan  seith  I  wil  don  at*  your  heste  382 
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And  knelyng*  J^anketh  hire  of*  yaif  lequeste 

So  glad  lie  was  lie  nyste  what*  to  seye 

Sche  kiste  hir  sone  and  horn  sche  go])  hir  weye  385 


[PAET  //.] 

IT  Airyued  been  ]>ise  ciistene  folic  to  londe 

In  Surrie  with  a  gref  solempne  route 

And  hastiliclie  pia  sowdan  senf  his  sonde 

fiirsf  to  his  mooder  and  eMe  ]>e  regne  aboute  389 

And  saide  his  w\jf>  was  come  ouf  of*  doute 

And  preyde  hir  for  to  ryde  agein  ]>e  queene 

The  honour  of  his  regne  to  susteene  892 

IT  Gret<  was  ])e  prees  and  riche  was  ^array 

Of*  Surriens  and  Eamains  mef  y  feere 

The  mooder  of*  ]>e  Soudan  riche  and  gay 

Beceyued  hire  witJi  also  glad  a  cheere  396 

As  any  mooder  might*  hir  doughter  deere 

And  to  ))e  nexte  Citee  ])er  bisyde 

A  softe  paas  solempnely  ]>ei  ryde  399 

IT  Kaughf  trowe  I  fe  tryumphe  of"  Iidius  [iMfw,i»<*] 

Of  which  Jyat*  lukan  make]?  such  a  bosf 

Was  riallere  ne  more  curious 

Than  was  thassemble  of  )>is  blisful  oosf  403 

Buf  )>is  scoipiofl  this  wikkede  gooef 

The  Sowdanesse  for  eHk  hir  flateringe 

Caste  vnder  ])is  ful  mortally  to  stynge  406 

V  The  Sowdan  come])  himself  sone  after  ]>is 

So  really  that*  wonder  is  to  telle 

he  welcome])  hir^  with  alls  ioye  and  blis 

And  pus  in  merthe  and  Ioye  I  lete  hem  dwelle  410 

CORPUS   16S  (6-T.  142) 


SIX-TEXT    143 
GBOUP  B.    §  2.    KAN  OF  LAW's  TALB.    CorpUS  MS.     169 

The  frayt*  of  pia  matieie  Jiaf  I  telle 

Whan  tyme  come  men  ^ught*  it  for  ^e  besf^ 

Thaf  Eeuel  stynte  and  men  gon  to  here  Best*  413 

HT  The  tyme  com  J^is  olde  Sowdanesse 

Oideyned  hap  fia  feeste  of  which  I  tolde 

And  to  ^e  feste  criBtene  folk*  hem  diesse 

In  general  bo])e  3onge  and  olde  417 

here  may  men  feste  and  rialte  hiholde 

And  deyntees  mo  pan  I  can  30a  deuyse 

Baf  all  to  deere  pd.  bought*  it*  ar  f&y  ryse  420 

IT  O  eodein  woo  ^af  euer  art*  Snccessour         iloHh  note,  p.  iss.] 

To  worldly  blysse  spreynd  is  with  bitt^messe 

The  ende  of  Jje  ioye  of  oure  worldly  laboure 

Wo  occnpieth  ]>e  fyn  of  onre  gladnesse  424 

herk*  Jiis  connseill^  for  ]>i  sikemesse 

vpon  fi  glade  day  hane  in  thy  mynde 

The  vnwar  wo  or  harm  ])at<  comth  behynde  427 

ffor  schortly  for  to  tellen  af  00  word 

The  Sowdan  and  J)e  cristene  enerychone 

Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  atte  bord 

But*  if  were  oonly  dame  Custance  allone  431 

This  olde  Sowdanesse  cnrsede  crone 

ha]i  with  hire  freendes  doon  fia  cursede  dede 

ffor  sche  hir  self  woldo  alld  ^e  contre  lede  434 

5f  Ne  ^  nas  Sorrian  non  ])at*  was  conuerted 

Thaf  of  pe  connseil  of  pe  Sowdan  wof  p«of  w] 

Thaf  he  nas  al  to-hewe  or  he  asterted 

And  circnmstance  han  ])ei  take  anon  foof  hoof  438 

And  in  a  Schippe  al  steereles  god  woot 

Thay  han  hire  sette  and  bidden  hire  leme  sayle 

Ouf  of  Snrrie  agaynward  to  ytaile  ^^1 
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IF  A  certein  tiesoui  faif  sche  ]7ider  ladde 

And  so])  to  sain  vitalle  gref  plente 

They  han  hiie  yenen  and  dopes  eek*  sche  hadde 

And  for])  sche  saile])  in  ])e  Salte  see  445 

O  my  Custance  fol  of"  benignite 

O  emperonies  yonge  doughter  deeie 

he  ])af  is  lord  ouer  fortune  be  pj  steere  448 

IT  Sche  hiisse])  &  with  ful  pitons  vois 

vnto  ])e  croys  of*  crisf  ])iis  seyde  sche 

0  cler  0  welfol  auter  holy  croys 

Eede  of"  J)i  lamhes  blood  fol  of"  pite  452 

That'  wisshe  ])e  world  fro  pe  olde  iniquite 

Me  fix)  ))e  feend  and  £ro  his  clawes  keepe 

That*  day  ])af  I  schal  drenchen  in  ])e  deepe  455 

IT  victorious  tree  protecciofi  of*  trewe 

That*  oonly  worfi  were  for  to  here 

The  king*  of"  heuene  with  his  woundes  newe 

The  white  lambe  ])af  hurt*  was  with  a  spere  459 

ffleemer  of'  feendes  out*  of*  him  and  here 

On  whych  pi  lymes  feithfully  entenden 

Me  keepe  and  yef*  me  might*  my  l^jf*  tamenden  462 

IT  yeeres  and  dayes  fleet*  pis  creature 
Thurgh  out*  pe  see  of*  grece  vnto  pe  strayte 
Of*  Marrok*  as  it*  was  hire  auenture 

0  many  a  sory  meel  now  may  sche  bayte  .466 
After  hire  dep  fulofte  may  sche  wayte 

Or  pat*  pe  wilde  wawes  wil  hir  dryue 

vnto  pe  place  per  sche  schal  arryue  469 

IT  Men  mighten  [aske]  whi  sche  nas  naf  slayn 
Eke  atte  feste  who  might*  hir  body  saue 

1  answere  to  pat*  demande  agayn  Pm'  8(^  ImmIc] 
he  saued  daniel  in  pe  horrible  caue  473 
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Ther  euery  wig^t*  saue  he  maister  or  knane 

Was  vi^  ])e  leofl  frete  or  asterte 

No  wigfit*  but*  god  ])at'  he  bar  in  his  herte  476 

IT  God  lisf  to  schewe  his  wonderful  myracle 

In  hire .  for  sche  scholde  seen  his  mighty  werkes 

Crist*  which  Jat*  is  to  euery  harm  tiiacle 

By  certein  menes  off  as  knowen  clerkes  480 

Do^  |»ing*  for  certein  ende  ^af  ful  derk<  is 

To  mannes  wit*  pat*  for  oure  ignorance 

Ke  konne  nought*  knowe  his  prudent*  purueance  483 

^  Now  sip  sche  was  not*  atte  feste  y-slawe 

Who  kept*  hir  fro  pe  drenching*  in  pe  see 

Who  kepte  lonas  in  pe  fisshes  mawe 

Til  he  was  spouted  vp  at*  Nyniue  487 

Wei  may  men  knowe  it*  was  no  wight*  but*  he 

That*  kepte  pepul  ebraik*  from  here  drenchyng* 

With  drye  feet*  purgh  out*  pe  see  passyng*  490 

IT  Who  bad  pe  foure  spiritz  of*  tempest* 

Thaf  power  ban  hope  to  annoyen  lond  and  see 

Hofe  north  and  south  and  also  west*  and  est* 

Anoyep  neyper  see  ne  lond  ne  tree  494 

Soply  pe  comandour  of*  pat  was  he 

That*  frx)  pe  tempest*  ay  pis  womman  kepte 

Ab  wel  whan  sche  wook*  as  whan  sche  slepte  497 

%  Wher  might*  pis  womman  mete  and  diynke  haue 

Three  ^eer  and  moore  how  lastep  hire  vitaille 

Who  fedde  pe  Egipcien  marie  in  the  Caue 

Or  in  desert*  no  wight*  but  crist*  sanz  faiUe  501 

V.  pousand  folk*  it  was  a  gret  meruaille 

With  loues  fyue  and  fisshes  tuo  to  feede 

Grod  sent*  his  foysofl  at*  hire  grete  neede  504 
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IT  Sche  driae])  for])  in  to  ooie  Occean 

])argIiouf  oure  wilde  see  til  atte  last* 

Vnder  an  hold  ]7at*  nempnen  I  ne  Can 

£for  in  Noithnmbiirland  ^e  wawe  hir  cast*  [leaf  8i] 

And  in  ^e  sond  hir  schippe  stiked  so  fast* 

Thaf  J)ennes  wold  if  nought*  of*  alle  a  tyde 

The  wille  of*  crisf  was  ])af  sche  scholde  abyde  511 

If  The  Constable  of*  }e  castell^  doun  is  fare 

To  seen  pia  wrak*  and  Bile  fe  schippe  he  sought* 

And  fond  J^is  wery  womman  ful  of*  care 

he  fond  also  pe  tresow  ^at*  sche  brought*  515 

In  hire  langage  mercy  sche  bisought* 

The  lyf*  out*  of*  hir  body  for  to  twynne 

hire  to  deliuere  of*  wo  ))at*  sche  was  Inne  618 

IT  A  maner  latyn  corupf  was  hire  speche 

But*  algates  J)er  by  was  sche  vnderstonde 

The  constable  whan  him  list*  no  lengere  seche 

This  woful  womman  brought*  he  to  Je  londe  622 

Sche  kneeleth  doun  and  ])anke])  goddes  sonde 

But*  what*  sche  was  sche  wolde  no  man  seye 

ffor  foul  ne  fair  ]?ough  ])at*  sche  scholde  deye  525 

IT  Sche  seyde  sche  was  so  mased  in  ])o  see/ 

That*  sche  foryat*  hire  mynde  by  hire  trov]»e 

The  constable  of*  hire  ha])  so  gret*  pitjd 

And  eek*  his  wyf*  Jaf  J?ei  weepen  for  rouf e  529 

Sche  was  so  diligent*  wi])outen  slou])e 

To  serue  and  plese  euerich  in  ])at*  place 

That*  all6  hire  louen  ])af  loken  on  hire  face  682 

IT  The  constable  and  dame  hermengheld  his  wif 

Were  payens  and  fat*  contray  euery  where 

But*  hermyngeld  loued  hir  right*  as  hire  lijf* 

And  Custance  ha^  so  longe  soiomed  peie  536 
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In  orisons  mp  many  a  bitter  teere 

Til  Jhesa  haji  conu^T'ted  ]mig&  his  grace 

Dame  hennyngeld  constablesse  of  Jyilke  place  539 

Y  In  alia  ^t^  land  duiste  no  cristene  route 

AUe  cristene  folk'  ben  fled  from  ^at*  contre 

Thnigh  payens  ])af  conqueieden  beer  aboute 

The  plages  of^  fe  nortB  by  land  So  see  543 

To  wales  fledde  pe  enstianite/  Deaf  n,  bttdt] 

Ofi  olde  britoi&s  dweUyng  in  fia  Isle/ 

There  was  hire  refuf  /  for  ]>e  meene  while  546 

T  liuif  yit*  nas  neuer  cristene  britofis  so  exiled 

That*  J»r  nas  somme  in  here  pn'uyte 

hononrede  ciist/  and  hethen  folk*  bygiled 

And  neygh  pe  castella  swich  ]>er  dwelden  ^re  550 

That*  oon  of*  hem  was  blynd  and  might*  nof  se 

Buf  it^  were  wij>  f ilk"  eyen  of*  his  mynde 

With  whiche  men  seen  after  ]>af  ^ai  ben  blynde  553 

IT  Bright^  was  ^e  sonne  as  in  ]>af  Som^res  day 

ffor  which  ]>e  Constable  and  his  wyf*  also 

And  Custance  han  y-take  fe  righte  way 

Toward  fe  see  a  forlong*  weye  or  two  557 

To  pleyen  and  to  Eomen  to  and  j&o 

And  in  here  walki  Jnre  blynde  men  pej  mette 

Czokede  and  olde  with  fast*  eyen  y-schette  560 

IT  In  the  name  of*  crist*  criede  pis  blynde  bretofl 

dame  hermyngiLJ  yeue  me  sight*  agayn 

This  lady  wax  a£&ayed  of*  fe  soun 

lyst^  fAp  hir  hoosbond  schortly  for  to  sein  564 

Wolde  hire  for  ihesu.  cristes  lone  haue  slain 

Til  Cnstance  made  hire  bold  and  made  hire  werche 

The  wiUe  of*  crist*  as  donght«-  of*  his  cherch  ^^'^ 
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H  The  Constable  wax  abaiashed  of>  ]>at  sights 

And  sayde  what*  amonnte^  al  fia  fare 

distance  answerde  sire  i1^  is  cristes  might* 

That*  helpe])  folk*  oaf  of*  ^e  feendes  snare  571 

And  so  ferforth  sche  gan  oure  lay  declare 

Thaf  sche  fe  Constable  or  p&V  if  was  ene 

Conuertej)  and  on  crysf  made  him  bileeue  574 

IT  This  Constable  was  no]?ing<  lord  of*  pis  place 

Of*  which  I  speke  J^ere  he  Custance  fond 

But*  kepte  it*  strongly  many  a  wyntcr  space 

vnder  .alia,  kyng*  of*  all  Korthmnberlond  578 

Jat*  was  fid  wys  and  worjjy  of*  his  bond 

Agayn  fo  Scottes  as  men  may  wel  heere  Deaf  ss] 

But*  tome  I  wil  again  to  my  mateere  /  581 

IT  Sathan  Jat*  euer  vs  wayteth  to  begile 

Saugh  of*  Custance  al  hire  perfectiofl 

And  cast*  anon  how  he  might*  quite  her  while 

And  made  a  yong*  knight*  J^at*  dwelte  in  ^q  toun  585 

loue  hire  so  hoot*  of*  fowl  affectioii 

That*  verraily  him  fought*  he  schulde  spill 

But*  he  of*  hire  might*  ones  haue  his  wille  588 

If  he  woweth  hire  but  it*  auaile))  nought* 

Sche  wolde  do  no  synne  by  no  weye 

And  for  dispit*  he  compassed  in  his  J>ought* 

To  make  hir  on  schameful  def  to  deye  592 

he  wayte))  whan  ))e  Constable  was  aweye 

And  priuyly  vpon  a  night*  he  crept* 

In  hermyngildes  chambre  whil  sche  slepf  595 

IT  Wery  for-waked  in  his  orisons 
Slepeth  Custance  and  hermenghild  also 
This  knight*  ])urg!i  Sathanas  temptaciofis 
Al  soflely  is  to  ^e  bedde  I-go  599 
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And  kutte  J^e  )»Tote  of*  hennengild  a  tuo 

And  leyde  ye  blody  knyf*  by  dame  Custance 

And  wente  his  wey  per  god  yeue  him  meschance  602 

IT  Sone  after  comth  pis  constable  horn  a  gayn 

And  eek*  Alia  ])at*  king*  was  of  ]»af  lond 

And  saugh  his  wyf  dispitonsliche  slain 

ffor  which  fnl  ofte  he  wepte  and  wrong*  his  bond  606 

And  in  ]»e  bed  fe  bloody  knyf  he  fond 

By  dame  Cnstance  alias  what*  might*  sche  seye 

fib  verray  woo  hir  witte  was  aHe  aweye  609 

IT  To  king*  Alia  was  told  al  ]>is  meschance 

And  eek*  ]»e  tyme  and  wher  and  in  what*  wise 

Thal^  in  a  schip  was  fonnde  ])is  Custance 

As  heer  bifom  30  ban  herd  eer  demse  613 

The  kinges  herte  of*  pite  gan  agnse 

Whan  he  seih  so  benigne  a  creature 

ffidle  in  disese  and  in  mysauenture  Deti  as,  back] 

IT  ffor  as  fe  lomb  toward  his  deth  is  brought* 

80  stant*  y\s  Innocent*  bifore  fe  king* 

This  false  knight*  ))af  h&p  pis  traysofl  wrought* 

Bere])  hire  an  hand  ya,V  sche  ha])  do  pia  pinff  620 

But*  naj^eles  ^er  was  gret*  momyng* 

Among*  pe  poeple  and  seye  J^ay  can  not*  gesse 

That*  sche  hadde  don  so  gret*  a  wickednesse  623 

%  ffor  pej  ban  sein  hir  euer  so  v^uous 

And  louyng*  hermynghild  right*  as  hire  lif* 

Of*  j^is  bar  witnesse  euerich  in  ]>af  hous 

Sauf  he  ])at*  heimegild  slough  vfip  his  knif*  627 

This  gentil  king*  ha^  caught*  a  giet*  motyf* 

Of*  ^is  witnesse  and  )K)ughf  he  wolde  enquere 

Beppere  in  ];is  cas  a  trouthe  for  to  lere  630 
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IT  Alias  Custance  fon  oast*  no  champiofi 

Ne  fighte  caDst*  ^u  nought*  so  weyloway 

But*  he  Jyat*  for  onie  redempcidfi 

And  hond  Sathan  and  lith  yef  ]>er  he  lay  634 

So  be  fj  stronge  champiofi  fis  day 

ffor  buf  ypon  ]>e  miracle  kithe 

Wi))oaten  gilt*  foxi  sohalt*  ben  slayn  as  swithe  637 

IF  Sche  fidtte  hir  donn  on  knees  and  fuB  sche  sayde 

Immortal  god  ]>at<  sauedest*  Snsanne 

ffipo  false  blame  and  ^ou  meicifiil  mayde 

Marie  I  mene  donght^r  to  seint*  Anne  641 

Bifom  whos  child  aungelis  synge  Osanne 

If>  I  be  gilteles  of<  J^is  felonie 

My  soconr  be  for  elles  schalf  I  dye  644 

IT  haue  ye  not*  sein  som  tyme  a  pale  face/ 

Among*  a  prees  of*  him  ])at*  haj)  be  lad 

Toward  his  deth  wher  as  him  get*  no  grace/ 

And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  ha))  had  648 

Men  mighte  knowe  his  face  )>at*  was  bystad 

Amonges  alle  pe  faces  in  ])at*  route 

So  stant*  Custance  and  loketh  hire  aboute  651 

IT  0  queenes  lyuynge  in  prosperite  Deaf  8S3 

Duchesses  and  30  ladies  euerichone 

haue  som  routhe  on  hir  adu^rsite 

An  emperoures  doughty  stant*  allone  655 

Sche  ha]>  no  wight*  to  whom  to  make  hir  moone 

0  blood  real  fat*  stondest*  in  ))is  drede/ 

ffer  been  ))i  freendes  at*  fj  grete  neede  658 

V  This  alia  king*  h&p  such  compassioa 

As  gentil  herte  is  fuMld  of*  pite 

That*  firom  his  eyhen  ran  ])e  water  dofi 

Now  hastilich  do  fecche  a  book*  qt^  he  662 
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And  if*  ])is  knighf  wol  swere  how  ])at  sche 

This  woTTunan  aloogh  jii?  wol  we  yb  auyse  / 

Whom  ]}ati*  we  wolde  ^af  schal  be  oure  lostise  665 

IT  A  biitoft  book*  y-writen  with  euaungiles 

Was  fette  and  on  fls  book<  he  swor  anon 

Sche  fflt^  was  in  )>e  mene  whiles 

An  hand  him  smof  vpon  ]>e  nekke  bon  669 

That*  doun  he  fell^  at  ones  as  a  stoon 

And  bo)»e  his  ejen  brusf  out*  of*  his  face/ 

In  sighf  of*  euery  body  in  Jat*  place  672 

IT  A  Yois  was  herd  in  general  andience 

And  seyde  you  hasf  disclandred  gilteles 

The  donghter  of*  holy  chirche  in  heigh  presence 

Thus  hast*  ]>oa  doon  and  ^et*  I  moot*  holde  my  pees       676 

0^  fiB  merueyle  agasf  was  alle  pe  prees 

As  ni[a]zed  folk*  ])ei  stooden  euerychone 

ffor  diede  of  wreche  sane  distance  allone  679 

Grel^  was  fe  drede  and  eek*  pe  repentance 

Of*  hem  ]>at*  hadden  wrong  snspecion 

▼pen  ])is  seely  Innocent*  Cnstance 

And  for  fis  miracle  in  conclusion  683 

And  by  Custance  mediaciofl 

The  king*  and  many  sjioyer  in  ])at  place 

Conuerted  was  )>anked  be  goddes  grace  686 

IT  This  false  knight*  was  skin  for  his  vntrouthe 
By  luggemenf  of.  alia,  hastily  [leaf  8s,  bock] 

And  yet<  Custance  ha])  of*  his  deth  gret*  rou];e 
And  after  Jis  lihesus^  of*  his  mercy  [^  MS  ihc«] 

Made  Alia  wedden  fill  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden  ))at*  is  so  bright*  and  schcene 
And  Jms  haj)  Crist'  made  Custance  a  queene  '   693 
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IT  Buf  who  was  wofol  if"  I  echol  nat*  lye 

Of*  ])is  wedding*  buf  Donegilde  and  nomo 

The  kinges  mooder  M  of*  tyrannye 

hir  ))oiighf  hir  cursed  herte  baist/  a  two  697 

Sche  wolde  nought*  hir  sone  hadde  don  so 

hir  poxjLghi?  a  despit*  f&V  he  schulde  take 

So  strange  a  creature  Ynto  his  make  700 

IT  Me  list*  noujf  of*  pe  chaJP  ne  of*  fe  stre 

Make  so  long*  a  tale  as  of  ]>e  com 

What*  schulde  I  tellen  of  pe  realte 

Of  mariage  or  which  cours  gop  hifom  704 

"Who  blowej)  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn 

The  fruyf  of  euery  tale  is  for  to  seie/ 

Thei  ete  and  diynke  and  daunce  and  synge  and  pleye   707 

They  gon  to  bedde  as  it  was  skile  and  right* 

flfor  ^ough  fat*  wyfes  ben  ful  holy  Jjinges 

They  moste  take  a  pacience  a  night* 

Such  maner^  necessaries  as  ben  plesynges  711 

To  folk*  fat*  han  y-wedded  hem  wij)  rynges 

And  leye  a  litel  here  holynesse  asyde 

As  for  ])e  time  if  may  non  oJ>er  betyde  714 

IT  On  hire  he  gat*  a  knaue  child  anon 

And  to  a  bisshope  and  his  counseil  eeke 

he  took*  his  wijf  to  kepe  whan  he  is  goon 

To  Scotland  ward  his  f omen  for  to  seeke  718 

Kow  faire  Custance  p&V  is  so  humble  and  mceke 

So  longe  is  gon  wij)  childe  til  fat*  stille 

Sche  halt*  hir  chambre  abydyng*  af  cristes  wille  721 

W  The  tyme  is  come  a  knaue  child  sche  beer 
Mauricius  atte  font*  ston  pei  him  caUa 
This  Constable  dojj  forf  come  a  messagere  pen/M] 

And  wrot*  to  his  king*  ]>at*  cleped  was  alle.  725 
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how  y&if  fia  hlisful  tyding*  is  bifall^ 

And  o]»er  tydynges  spedfol  for  to  seye 

he  take])  ])e  lettie  and  forth  he  go])  his  weye  728 

IT  This  messager  to  don  his  auantage/ 

ynto  ])e  kinges  moder  iide]>  Bwi]>e 

And  salueth  hire  fill  faiie  in  his  langs^e 

Ma  dame  quo])  he  je  may  be  glad  and  bli])e  732 

And  thanke  god  an  hundred  ])0U8and  si])e 

My  lady  queen  ha])  child  wi])Outen  doute 

To  loye  and  blisse  of  alle  ])is  legne  aboute  735 

IT  lo  here  ^  lettres  seled  of  ])is  ])ing* 

That*  I  mot*  here  with  al  ])e  haste  I  may 

If  ye  wole  aught*  vnto  your  sone  ]je  king* 

I  am  your  s^ruafLt  bo])e  night*  and  day  739 

Dongyld  anawerd  as  now  at*  ])is  tyme  nay 

But*  heer  al  night*  I  wole  ])0U  take  ])i  rest^ 

Tomorwe  wil  I  seie  what*  me  lest*  742 

IT  This  messager  drank*  sadly  ale  and  wyn 

And  stolen  weren  his  lettrea  priuyly 

Out*  of  his  box  whil  he  sleep  as  a  swyn 

And  counterfeted  was  ful  subtilly  746 

Ano])er  lettre  wrought*  fdl  synfully 

vnto  ^  king*  direct*  of  ))is  matiere 

ffiro  his  Conestable  as  je  schal  after  heere  749 

The  lettre  spab  pe  queen  deliuered  was 

Of  so  horrible  a  feendlich  creature 

That*  in  ])e  Castelle  non  so  hardy  was 

That*  ony  while  dorste  J)6/inne  endure  753 

The  mooder  was  an  elf  by  auenture 

ycome  by  charmes  or  by  sorcerie 

And  eucry  wight*  hate])  hire  companye  750 
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Wo  was  ^iB  kiiig<  whan  he  ^is  lettre  liadde  seyn 

But*  to  no  wig&f  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore 

Buf  of*  his  oiighne  hond  he  wrot  ageyn 

Welcome  fe  sonde  of*  exist*  for  eueremoie  Deaf  m,  back] 

To  me  ]>ati  am  now  lemed  in  his  lore 

lord  welcome  be  pi  lust*  and  ^i  plesance 

My  lust*  is  put*  al  in  ]>in  ordinance  763 

IT  kepeth  pia  child  al  be  it*  foul  or  faire 

And  eek*  my  wif*  vnto  myn  horn  comyng* 

Crist*  whan  him  Usl^  may  sonde  me  an  haire 

More  agreable  ]>an  ^is  is  to  my  liking*  767 

This  lettre  he  selej  priuyly  wepyng* 

Which  to  ])e  messager  was  take  sone 

And  forth  he  go]>  fer  is  nomore  to  doone  770 

IT  0  messager  fulfild  of*  dronkenesse  /  iLatm  wiu,  p.  iss.] 

Strong*  is  ^i  bre)>  pi  lymes  faltren  ay 

And  ))ou  biwreyest*  alle  sikemesse  / 

Thy  mynde  is  lorn  )>ou  iangelest*  as  a  lay  774 

Thy  face  is  tomed  in  a  newe  aray 

Ther  dronkenesse  regnef  in  ony  route 

Ther  nys  no  counseil  hid  wijjouten  doute  777 

ir  0  donegUd  I  haue  non  englissh  digne 

vnto  fy  malice  and  pj  tyrannye 

And  ferfore  to  J>e  feend  I  ]>e  resigne  / 

lat*  him  enditen  of*  fi  traiterie  /  781 

ffy  mannyssh  fy  o  nay  by  god  I  lye 

ffy  feendlich  spirit*  for  I  dar  wel  telle 

Though  ])ou  here  walke  pj  spirit*  is  in  helle  /  784 

If  This  messager  com^  fro  fe  king*  agayn 

And  at*  ]>e  kinges  moodres  court*  he  light* 

And  sche  was  of*  ])is  messager  ful  fain 

And  plesed  him  in  al  ])at*  euer  sche  might*  7SS 
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he  drank'  and  wel  his  geidel  vndeipighf 

he  sleepe])  and  he  snorte^^  in  his  gyse  (i  as  fti . . .] 

Al  night*  tQ  ]>e  sonne  gan  arise  791 

IT  Eft*  weie  his  letties  stolen  euerich  on 

And  conntrefeted  le^^res  in  ]>is  wise 

The  king*  comande])  his  constable  anon) 

▼p  peyne  of*  hangyng*  on  a  heih  luyse  795 

That*  he  ne  schulde  suf&o  in  no  wise/  panf  86] 

Custance  in  with  his  Eegne  for  tabide 

Xhre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of*  a  tyde  798 

IT  Bat*  in  fe  same  schip  as  he  hire  fond 

hire  and  hire  ^onge  sone  and  aHe  hir  gere 

he  schulde  putte  and  croude  fro  fe  londe 

And  charge  hire  f&V  sche  neuer  eft*  come  ^ere  802 

O  my  Custance  wel  may  Ji  goost*  haue  feere/ 

And  sleping*  in  pi  drem  ben  in  penaunce/ 

Whan  Donegild  caste  al  fia  ordinance  805 

IT  This  messager  on  morwe  whan  he  wook^ 

Ynto  fe  castel  half  pe  nexte  way 

And  to  ye  Constable  he  fe  leUre  took* 

And  whan  J^at*  he  pis  pitous  le^^  say  809 

ffol  ofte  he  seyde  alias  and  weylaway 

IT  lord  crist*  quod  he  how  may  \>ia  lettre  endure 

8o  ful  of*  synne  is  many  a  creature  812 

IT  0  mighty  god  if*  J^at*  it*  be  fi  wille 

Sith  ^u  art*  rightful  luge  how  may  if  be 

Thaf  ]»ou  wolf  sufEren  Innocontz  to  spille 

And  wikke  folk*  regnen  in  prosperite  816 

If  0  goode  Custance  alias  so  wo  is  me 

Thaf  I  moof  be  fi  tormentour  or  deye 

On  schames  dej)  Jer  is  non  oJ>er  weye  819 

CORPUS   181   (0-T.  156) 


SIX-TEXT    156 

182   OBOUP  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  law's  tale.  CorpnB  HS. 

IT  Wepen  boJ>e  jonge  and  olde  in  al  fat*  place 

Whan  J>af  ]>e  king*  fia  cursede  lettre  sente 

And  Gustance  with  a  dedl  j  pale  fjace 

The  fer]>e  day  toward  hir  schip  sche  wente  823 

But*  na])eles  sche  take])  in  good  entente 

The  wille  of  criaf  and  knelyng*  in  J)e  stronde 

Sche  sejde  lord  ay  welcome  be  pi  sonde  826 

he  ]>af  me  kepte  fro  pe  false  blame 

Whil  I  was  on  pe  lond  amonges  yow  / 

he  kan  me  kepe  from,  harm)  and  eek*  fro  schame 

In  salte  see  al  f  ough  I  se  not*  how  830 

As  strong*  as  euer  he  was  he  is  right*  now  / 

In  him  trust*  I  and  in  his  mooder  deere  Dear  86,  btckj 

That*  is  to  me  my  sail  and  eek*  my  steere  833 

hir  litel  child  lay  weepyng*  in  hire  arm) 

And  knelyng*  pitously  to  him  sche  seide 

Pees  litel  sone  I  wol  do  )>e  non  harm 

Wif  J^at*  hir  couerchef*  of*  hir  heed  sche  breyde  837 

And  ouer  his  litel  eyjen  sche  it  leyde/ 

And  in  hir  arm  sche  lulleth  it  fal  faste  / 

And  in  to  heuen)  hir  yhen  vp  sche  caste  840 

IT  Moder  quod  sche  and  mayde  bright*  marie 

Soth  is  ]}at*  ]>urg&  wommannes  eggement 

Mankynde  was  lorn  and  dampned  ay  to  deye 

flfor  which  J)i  child  was  on  a  croys  y-rent*  844 

Thy  blisful  eighen  saugh  al  his  torment* 

Than  is  per  no  comparison)  bitweue 

Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  sustene  847 

IT  Thou  saugh  pi  sone  y-dayn  bifom  pin  eyen 

And  3it*  now  lyuep  my  litel  child  par  fay 

Now  lady  bright*  to  whom  alle  woful  ciyeri) 

Thow  glorie  of*  wommanhod  pou  faire  may  851 
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Thoa  hauen  of*  lefut*  brighte  eterre  ot  day 
Bewe  on  my  child  y&if  of*  fi  gentilesse 
Rewest*  on  eueiy  rewfol  in  distreato 


854 


f  0  Htel  chad  aUas  what*  is  Jd  gHf 

That*  neuer  wroughtest'  synne  as  ^if  par  de 

Why  wil  ^in  harde  fader  haae  fe  spilt* 

0  meicy  deere  Gonestable  quod  sche 

As  lat^  my  litel  child  dweUe  heer  wit&  ])e 

And  if*  ]k>u  darsf  noughf  sauen  him  for  blame 

So  kisse  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name 


858 


861 


IT  Ther  with  sche  loke^  bakward  to  ]»e  lond 

And  sayde  farewel  honsbonde  rontheles 

And  yp  sche  risf  and  walketh  doun  ])e  stronde 

Toward  ^  schip  hir  folwe^  aUe  pe  prees 

And  euer  sche  preiejy  hir  child  to  holde  his  pees 

And  take])  hire  leeue  and  with  an  holy  entenf 

Sche  blisse])  hire  and  in  to  schip  sche  wente 

yitailled  was  |>e  schip  if  is  no  drede 
habnndaimtly  for  hire  fal  longe  space 
And  o)»er  necessaries  )>at*  scholden  neede 
Sche  hadde  ynough  heried  be  goddes  grace 
ffor  wynd  and  weder  almighty  god  pnrchace 
And  brynge  hir  home  I  can  no  better  sey 
Buf  in  )ye  see  sche  diyue])  forjy  hir  wey 


865 


[lasrsq 


872 


875 


[PART  III.] 

Alia  ye  king*  com])  horn  sons  after  ^is  / 
vnto  his  castelld  o^  ^e  which  I  tolde 
And  axe))  wher  his  wyf*  and  his  child  is 
The  Constable  gan  abonte  his  herte  colde 

CORPUS   183  (6-T.  157) 


879 


SIX-TEXT   158 
184     OBOUP  B.    §  S.    HAN  OF  LAW'S  TALB.    OOipUl  M8. 

And  pleynly  al  ]?e  maner  lie  him  tolde 

As  ye  lian  herd  I  can  telle  if  no  bettie 

And  sclieweth  ]>e  king  his  se^l  and  his  lettre  882 

And  seyde  lord  as  ^e  comaimded  me 

yp  peyne  of*  deth  so  haue  I  don  certein 

This  messager  tormented  was  til  he 

Moste  biknowen  and  teUen  plaf  and  plein  886 

f&om  nighf  to  night*  in  what*  place  he  hadde  leyn 

And  f  us  by  witt*  and  subtil  enqueryng* 

ymagined  was  by  whom  ])is  harm  gan  spring*  889 

IT  The  bond  was  knows  J>af  J>e  lettie  wrot* 

And  alia  ])e  yenym  of  ^e  cursed  dede 

But*  in  what*  wise  certeinly  I  not" 

The  effect*  is  pis  psif  alia  out*  of*  drede  893 

his  mooder  slough  ])at*  many  men  pleynly  reede 

ffor  )>at*  sche  traitour  was  to  hire  hgeance  / 

Thus  ende]>  olde  Donegild  wi|)  meschance  896 

The  sorwe  ])at*  ]>is  Alia  night*  and  day 

Make])  for  his  wyf*  and  for  his  child 

Ther  is  no  tonge  pat*  it*  telle  may 

But*  now  wol  I  vnto  Custance  gt  900 

That*  fleete])  in  ]>e  see  in  peyne  and  wo 

•Y.  yeer  and  more  as  likede  ciistes  sonde 

At  ))at*  hire  schip  approched  vnto  londe  903 

IF  Ynder  an  he^n  castell^  atte  laste  [iMf  sil  i»ek3 

Of*  which  pQ  name  in  my  text*  noujf  I  fynde 

Custance  and  eek*  hir  childe  pe  see  vp  caste 

Almighty  god  psiV  saue]»  al  mankynde  907 

baue  on  Custance  and  hir  cbdld  som  mynde 

That*  fallen  is  in  hethene  bond  eft*  sone 

In  poynf  to  spille  as  I  schal  telle  yow  soone  910 
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Doun  &o  ye  Gastelb  com^  yer  many  a  wig&t^ 

To  gawien  on  fia  schip  and  on  Gostafice 

Bat*  schortly  &o  ye  castel  on  a  nig&t* 

The  loides  styward  god  yene  him  meschance  914 

A  iheef*  ]»af  hadde  renyed  onre  creance  / 

Ck>m  in  to  schip  allone  and  seide  he  scholde 

hir  lemman  be  wher  so  sche  wolde  or  nolde/  917 

IT  Wo  was  yia  wrecchede  womman  fo  bigon 

hir  child  cryede  and  sche  cried  pitonsly 

Baf  blisM  marie  halp  hir  righf  anoon 

ffor  with  hir  strogelyn  wel  and  mightily  921 

The  theef*  fel  oner  bord  al  sodeinly 

And  in  ye  see  he  dreynte  for  vengance 

And  yua  hay  crist  /  ynwemmed  kept"  Custance  924 

0  fonle  Inst*  of*  Inxnrie  lo  yhi  ende  iLatin  mat,  p.  us.] 

Xonghf  /  oonly  fat*  f on  fayntest*  mannes  mynde 

But*  verreyly  fon  wolt*  his  body  schende 

The  ende  of*  fi  werk*  or  of  fi  lustes  blynde  928 

Is  compleynyng*  how  many  oon  may  men  fynde 

That*  nought*  for  werk*  somtyme  bnt*  for  ]>entent* 

To  don  yiB  synne  ben  ejyer  slayn  or  schent*  931 

^  how  may  yia  weyke  womman  ban  ye  strengf»e 

hire  to  defende  ageyn  yia  renegaf 

0«  golyas  ynmesurable  of*  lengye 

how  mighte  Danid  make  ye  so  mat*  935 

So  yonge  and  of*  armure  so  desolat* 

how  dorat*  he  loke  vpon  Jri  dredful  face 

Wel  may  men  sen  it*  was  but*  goddes  grooe  938 

Who  yaf*  ludith  corage  or  hardynesse 

To  slen  him  Olefemus  in  his  tent*  (ktf  st] 

And  to  delyueren  out*  of*  wrccchednesse 

The  poeple  of*  god.  I  sey  for  Jis  entent*  942 
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])af  Tighf  as  god  spiiif  and  vigor  sent* 

To  hem  and  saued  hem  ouf  of  meschance 

So  senf  he  might*  and  vigor  to  Custance  945 

ffor]y  go])  hir  schip  for))  on  ])e  narwe  mouth 

Of"  Inbaltar  and  Septe  diyuyng*  ay 

Somtyme  west*  and  som  tyme  north  and  Bonth 

And  som  tyme  est*  ful  many  a  wery  day  949 

Til  cristes  mooder  blissed  be  sche  ay 

h&p  schapen  ^urgh  hir  endeles  goodnesse 

To  make  an  ende  of*  alk  hir  heuynesse  952 

IT  Now  laf  vs  stynte  of*  Custance  but  a  frowe 

And  speke  we  of*  ^e  Romeyn  £mp&rour 

That*  out*  of*  Sunie  ha])  pe  lettrea  knowe 

The  slaughtere  of*  cristene  folk*  and  deahonour  956 

Don  to  his  doughter  by  a  fals  traytour 

I  mene  ])e  cursede  wickede  Sowdonesse 

That*  at*  pe  feste  let*  slen  bo])e  more  and  lesse  959 

II  flFor  which  f  is  Emp<?roMr  haj)  sent*  anon) 
his  senatour  wi])  real  ordinance 

And  o])er  lordes  god  wot*  many  on 

On  Surriens  to  taken  his  vengauce  963 

They  brennen  sleen  and  bringen  hem  to  meschance 

fful  many  a  day  but*  schortly  ^is  is  pende 

homward  to  Home  pei  schapen  hem  to  wende  966 

This  Senatour  repaireth  with  victorie 

To  Bomeward  saylinge  really 

And  mette  ))e  schip  dryuyng*  as  sei])  fe  storie 

In  which  Custa&ce  sitto  ful  pitously  970 

No  J)ing*  ne  knew  he  what*  sche  was  ne  why 

Sche  was  in  swich  aray  ne  sche  nyl  seye 

Of*  hire  astate  ])ough  sche  scholde  deye  973 

COBPUS   186   (e-T.  160) 


BIZ-TEXT   161 
GBOUF  &    §  3.    MAK  OF  LaVs  TALK.    CotrpiU  MS.    187 

he  bringe^  hire  to  Eome  and  to  hiili  wijf* 

he  yaf*  hire  and  hiie  )onge  sone  also 

And  wi^  ^e  Senatour  sche  ladde  hir  lyf^  cimt  ar.tadk] 

Thus  kan  ouie  lady  bringen  out  of  woo  977 

Woful  Custance  and  many  ano^er  mo 

And  long*  tyme  dwelled  sche  in  ])af  place 

In  holy  werkes  eueie  as  was  hir  grace  980 

V  The  Senatourea  wijf'  hir  aunte  was 

Bat*  for  al  J^at*  sche  knew  hir  neuer  pe  more 

I  wil  no  lenger  tarien  in  fia  caas 

Bttt^  to  king*  Alia  which  I  spak^  of*  yore  984 

Thal^  for  his  wyf  wepe)>  and  sike])  sore  / 

I  wol  retome  and  lete  I  wil  Custance 

▼nder  fe  Cenatoures  gouernance  /  987 

Y  kyng<  Alia  which  Jiat*  hadde  his  moder  slayn 
vpon  a  day  fil  in  such  repentance 

That^  i£)  I  schortly  tellen  schal  and  playn 

To  Rome  he  come|)  to  receyuen  his  penance  991 

And  pul^  him  in  ]>e  popes  ordinance 

In  heigh  and  low  and  Theau  Crist'  besoughte 

ffoiyene  his  wikkede  werkes  ])af  he  wroughte  994 

^  The  fjEune  ano  purgh  Eome  toun  is  bom 

how  Alia  king*  schal  comen  in  pilgrinage 

By  herberiours  ^t*  wenten  him  bifom 

ffor  which  fe  Senatour  as  was  vsage  998 

Hood  him  agayn  and  many  of  his  lynage 

As  wel  to  achewen  his  hie  magnificence 

As  to  don  any  king*  a  reuerence  1001 

if  Oret^  cheere  doth  J^is  noble  Senatour 
To  king*  Alia  and  he  to  him  also 
Suerich  of  hem  dof  oJ>er  gret*  honour 
And  fio  bifilk  fat*  in  a  day  or  tuo  1^05 
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This  Senaiour  is  to  king*  alia  go 

To  feeste  and  scliortly  if*  I  schal  not*  lye 

distance  sone  is  in  his  companye  /  1008 

IT  Som  men  wolde  seyn  atte  requeste  of  Custanoe 

This  Senatour  haf  lad  piB  child  to  f este 

I  may  not*  tellen  euerich  ciicnmstoQce  / 

Be  as  be  may  fet  was  he  atte  leste  omt  88] 

But*  so])  is  fia  jMtt*  at  his  moodres  heste 

Byfom  Alia  duryng*  ])e  metes  space 

The  child  stood  loking*  in  ye  kinges  face  1015 

This  alia  king*  ha])  of*  fe  child  gref  wonder 

And  to  pe  Senatour  he  sayde  anon 

Whos  is  ])at*  foire  child  ])at*  stonde]>  yonder 

I  not*  quod  he  by  god  and  by  seint*  lohn  1019 

A  mooder  he  ha]>  but*  fader  h&p  he  non 

That*  I  of*  woof  and  schortly  in  a  stoande  / 

he  tolde  alia  how  f&t  pis  child  was  founde  1022 

IT  But  god  wot*  quod  ])is  Senatour  also 

So  vertuous  a  lyuere  in  my  lyf* 

Ke  saugti  I  neuer  as  sche  ne  herde  of*  mo 

Of^  worldly  wommen  mayde  ne  of"  wyf"  1026 

I  dar  wel  sayn  sche  hadde  leuer  a  knyf* 

Thuighout*  hire  brest*  ])an  ben  a  womman  wikke 

Ther  is  noman  kowde  biinge  hire  to  ])at*  prikke  1029 

Now  was  ^is  child  as  lik*  vnto  Custance  / 

As  possible  as  is  a  creature  to  be 

This  alia  ha]>  ])e  face  in  remembrance 

Of  dame  Custance  and  pei  on  mused  he  1033 

If*  |>at*  ye  childes  moder  were  aught*  sche  / 

That*  is  his  wyf*  and  primly  he  sighte 

And  spedde  him  fro  pe  table  ])at*  he  mighte  1036 
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IT  Par  fay  he  J^ought*  ^e  fiEUitome  is  in  myn  hed 

I  onghte  demen  of  skilfiil  Iaggeme»t 

That*  in  fe  salte  see  my  wyf*  is  deed 

And  aftirward  he  made  his  argoment  1040 

Whaf^  wot*  I  if  J^at*  crist*  ha)>  hider  sent* 

My  wyf*  by  see  as  wel  as  he  hir  sente 

To  my  contre  fro  ]>ennes  ]>af  sche  wente  1043 

IT  And  after  non  horn  with  pe  Senatour 

6o)»  alia  for  to  seen  ]>i8  wonder  channoe 

This  Senatour  do)^  aUa  gret*  honour 

And  hastily  he  sente  after  distance  1047 

Bnt^  tniste|y  wel  hire  luste  nought*  to  dannce        Vmi  w,  uck] 

Whan  ]»at*  sche  wiste  wherfore  was  ^t*  sonde 

Vnnelie  yppon  hir^  feet*  sche  mights  stonde  /  1050 

V  Whan  alia  sangh  his  wyf*  faire  he  hire  grette  / 

And  wepte  ]>af  it  was  reu^e  f or  to  se  . 

ffor  atte  feiste  look*  he  on  hire  sette  / 

he  knew  wel  verrely  J^af  it  was  sche  /  1054 

and  for  sorwe  as  domb  stanf  as  a  tre 

So  was  hir  herte  schet*  in  hire  distresse 

Whan  sche  remembred  his  vnkyndenesse  /  1057 

IT  Twies  sche  swowne])  in  his  owne  sight* 

he  wepte  and  him  excuseth  pitously 

Kow  god  quod  he  and  his  halwes  bright* 

So  wisly  on  my  sanle  as  haue  mercy  1061 

That*  of*  yoiire  harm)  as  gilteles  am  I 

As  is  Maurice  my  sons  so  lik*  3oure  face 

£lles  the  feende  me  fecche  out*  of*  J^is  place  /  1064 

if  longe  was  pe  sobbyng*  and  pe  bittre  peyne  / 

Or  ^  here  wofoll^  hertes  mighte  cesse  / 

Gret^  was  pe  pits  for  to  heere  hem  pleyne  / 

)nugh  whiche  pleyntes  gan  hire  wo  encresse  /  1068 
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I  pray  ^ou  alld  my  labour  to  release 

I  may  not*  tellen  hir  wo  vntil  to  morwe 

I  am  so  weiy  for  to  speke  of*  hire  sorwe  1071 

IT  But  finally  whan  ^at*  ^e  eoye  is  wist* 
That*  Alia  gUteles  was  of*  hire  woo  / 

I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  ben  fei  kiste 

And  such  a  blisse  is  ^er  betwixe  hem  tuo  1075 

That*  saue  pe  ioye  fsif  lasteth  eueremo 

Ther  is  non  lik*  ])at*  ony  creaturo 

ha])  seyn  or  schal  whil  pe  world  may  dur^  1078 

K  Tho  preyed  sche  hire  housbonde  mekely 

In  relief*  of*  hir  longe  pitous  pyne 

That*  he  wolde  preye  hire  fader  specially 

That*  of*  his  mageste  he  wolde  enclyne  1082 

To  fouche  sauf*  som  day  with  him  to  dyne 

Sche  preyde  him  eek*  he  scholde  by  no  weye  [leaf »] 

vnto  hir  fader  no  word  of*  hire  seye  1085 

f  Some  men  wolde  sein  how  p&i?  pe  child  Maurice 

Do]y  pia  message  vntil  pia  Emperour 

But*  as  I  gesse  Alia  was  nought*  so  nyce 

To  him  Jjat*  was  of*  so  souereigne  honour  1089 

As  he  pat  is  of*  cristene  folk*  ^e  flour 

Sent*  eny  child  but  it  is  bet*  to  deme 

he  went*  himself*  and  so  it  may  wel  seme  1092 

II  This  Emperour  hath  graunted  gentily 
To  come  to  dyner  as  he  him  bysoughf 
And  wel  redy  he  lokede  bisily 

ypon  pis  child  and  on  his  doughter  ])OUghf  1006 

Alia  go])  to  his  In  and  as  him  oughts 

Arrayed  for  pia  feste  in  euery  wise 

As  ferforth  as  his  konnyng^  may  suffise  1099 
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If  The  morwe  com  and  alia  gan  him  drease 

And  eek*  his  wyf*  J^ia  Emperour  to  meete 

And  for])  ^7  lyde  in  ioye  and  in  gladnesae  / 

And  whan  ache  aeigh  hir  fader  in  ])e  strele  1103 

Sche  lig&t*  a  donn  and  falle])  him  to  feet 

fiader  quod  sche  joxsie  jonge  child  Cnstance 

Is  now  ful  dene  oaf  of*  jouie  remembi'ance  1106 

f  I  am  ^ouie  donght^  Cnstance  quod  sche 

That  whilom  ye  sent  vnto  Surrye 

I  am  I  fader  ]>af  in  ]>e  salte  see 

Was  putte  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dye  1110 

Now  goode  fiader  mercy  to  yon  I  crye 

Send  me  nomore  vnto  non  hetheneeae 

But*  ^onk<  my  lord  heer  of*  his  kyndenesse  1113 

If  Who  can  pe  pitous  Ioye  tellen  al 

Bitwexe  hem  pre  syn  J)ey  hen  J)us  y-mette 

But*  of*  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  schal 

The  day  go}  faste  I  wol  no  lenger  lette  1117 

This  glad  folk*  to  dyner  ^y  hem  sette 

In  ioye  and  blisse  at*  mete  I  let«  hem  dwelle 

A  ^usand  fold  wel  more  pan  I  can  telle  /  CiMf  w,  Uek] 

This  child  maurice  was  sitthen  Emp^our 

Made  by  pe  pope  and  lyuede  cristenely 

To  cristes  chirche  he  dede  gret  honour 

But*  I  letete '  alia  his  story  passen  by  P  «o]  1 1 24 

Of  distance  is  my  tale  specially 

In  olde  Romeyn  gestes  men  may  fynde  iLatin  mou,  p.  i».j 

Maurices  lyf*  I  here  it  nought*  in  mynde  1127 

IT  This  king*  AUa.  whan  he  his  tyme  say 

With  his  Cnstance  his  holy  wif  so  sweete 

To  Engelond  pei  come  pe  redy  way 

Wher  as  ]Miy  lyne  in  ioye  and  in  quiete  1131 
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But*  litel  while  it  lasteji  I  30U  heete 

loye  of*  fis  world  for  tyme  wil  noi^f  abyde 

ffix)  day  to  nyg&f  if  chaunge])  as  ])6  tyde  1134 

IT  WiLO  lyued  euere  in  such  delyf  a  day        iLatfmmnt,p.  ixl] 

That*  ne  meued  eyj^er  conscience  / 

Or  Ire  or  talent*  of*  som  kyn  affiray 

Enuye  or  pride  or  passiofi  or  offense  /  1138 

I  ne  say  but*  for  fia  ende  ]iis  sentence 

That*  litel  while  in  loye  or  in  plesance 

laste^  ])e  blisse  of*  alia  wi])  Gustance  /  1141 

ffor  de]>  ]}af  take]>  of^  heigh  and  lough  his  rent 

Whan  passed  was  a  yeer  euene  as  I  gesse 

Out*  of*  ])is  world  pis  king*  Alia  he  hent 

ffor  whom  Gustance  h&p  ful  gret*  heuynesse  /  1145 

Kow  laf  Ys  prayen  god  his  soule  blesse  / 

And  dame  Gustance  finally  to  seye 

Toward  fe  toun  of*  Eome  go])  hire  weye  1148 

To  Borne  is  come  |)is  holy  creature 

And  fynde])  hire  freendes  hoi  and  sounde 

Now  is  sche  scaped  all^  hire  auenture 

And  whan  sche  hir  fader  ha])  I-founde  1152 

Doun  on  hir  knees  falleth  sche  to  grounde 

Wepynge  for  tendimesse  in  herte  hhpe 

Sche  herie^  god  an  G.  ^ousand  sithe  1155 

In  yertue  and  holy  almesdede  /  peijwj 

They  lyuen  alle  and  neuer  asonder  wende 

Til  deth  departe  hem  ])is  lif  fej  lede 

And  fare])  now  wel  my  tale  is  at*  an  ende  1 159 

Now  ihe^u  crist*  ])at*  of*  his  might*  may  sends 

loye  afber  wo  goueme  ys  in  his  grace 

And  kepe  ys  alle  ])af  ben  in  ])is  place  /    Explicit*       1162 
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Owre  oosf  vpon  his  stiropes  stood  auoon  [on  /m^m] 

And  seyde  goode  men  herkene))  euerych  on 
This  was  a  thiifty  tale  for  pe  nones 
Sire  parissche  presf  quod  he  for  goddes  boones  1166 

Telle  Ys  a  tale  as  was  ]>i  forward  yore 
I  se  wel  yskif  ye  lemed  men  in  loore 
Can  moche  good  by  goddes  dignete 

The  parsofi  him  answerde  benedicite  1170 

What"  eylej)  fe  man  so  synfully  to  swere  / 
Onre  ost*  answerde .  0  lanekyn  be  ye  fere 
I  smelle  a  loUere  in  pe  wynd  quod  he 
how  goode  men  quod  onre  host*  herkene)»  me  1174 

Abyde|)  for  goddes  digne  passiofi 
ffor  we  schal  han  a  predicacioli 
This  lollere  heer  wil  prechen  ys  som  whaf 
Nay  by  my  fader  soule  J>at«  schal  he  nat  1178 

Seyde  pe  Esqnier  heer  schal  he  naf  preche 
He  schal  no  gospel  glosen  here  ne  teche 
he  lene^  eJl  in  ]>e  grete  god  he 

he  wolde  sowen  som  difficulte  1182 

Or  springen  Cokkel  in  onre  clene  com 
And  perioie  oosf  I  wame  pe  bifom 
My  loly  body  schal  a  tale  telle 

And  I  schal  clynken  jon  so  mery  a  belle  1186 

Thaf  I  schal  waken  al  ^is  compaignie 
Sat*  it  schal  nof  ben  of*  philosophic 
Ne  Phislyas  ne  termes  qneinie  of*  lawe 
Ther  is  bnf  litel  latyn  in  my  nawe  1 190 

[The  Squire's  Tale  follows  in  the  MS."] 
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youie  excellenf  dongbter  )^af  is  heeie 

The  yeitu  of^  fia  ring*  if*  je  wol  heere 

Is  Jis .  J>at«  if*  hir  list*  it»  for  to  were  / 

vpon  hir  ^ombe  or  in  hir  puis  it  here  148 

Ther  is  no  foule  ]»if  fleigh  ynder  pQ  heuene 

)»af  she  ne  schal  vndeistonde  his  steuene 

And  knowe  his  menyng*  openly  and  pleyn 

And  answere  him  in  his  langage  agejn.  152 

And  euBTj  gras  ]>at*  growe]>  vpon  a  roote  /  [i««f  n,  bMkj 

Sche  schal  wel  knowe  and  whom  it  wol  do  boote 

Al  be  his  woundes  neuer  so  deepe  and  wjde 

This  naked  swerd  ]yaf  hongeth  by  my  syde  156 

Swich  yertu  ha]y  ])at*  whaf  man  so  ye  smyte 

Thuighouf  his  armour  it  wole  kerne  and  byte 

Were  it  as  )>ikke  as  is  a  brannched  oke 

And  whaf  man  ^af  is  wounded  wi^  ye  stroke  160 

Schal  neuer  be  hoi  til  ]7af  yow  list*  of*  grace 

To  stroke  him  wi])  |>e  plat*  in  ^ilke  place 

Ther  he  is  hurt*  ))is  is  as  moche  to  sayn 

ye  moote  with  ]>e  platte  swerd  agayn  164 

Stroke  him  on  ]»e  wounde  and  if  wil  dose 

This  is  a  verray  soth  wi^uten  glose 

It*  faille])  nought*  whiles  if  is  in  youre  hold 

And  whan  ))is  knight*  h&f  fxis  his  tale  told  168 

he  rydeth  out*  of*  fe  halle  and  doun  he  light* 

his  steede  which  ^at*  schon  as  sonne  bright* 

Stant*  in  pe  court*  stille  as  ony  stoon) 

This  knight*  in  to  his  chambro  is  lad  anoon  172 

And  is  vnarmed  and  to  pe  mete  y-set* 

The  presentee  ben  fill  richely  y-fef 

This  is  to  sein  pQ  swerd  and  pe  mirour 

And  bom  anon  Ynto  ]>e  hihe  tour  176 

Wi])  certein  officers  ordeyned  pertoie 

And  ynto  Ganacee  ])e  lyng*  is  bore 

Solempnely  ])er  sche  sitf  atte  table 

But*  sikerly  wiJ>outen  eny  fable  /  180 
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The  boT8  of  bras  ^af^  maj  nat*  be  remewed 

If  stant*  as  if  were  to  pe  ground  y-glewed 

Ther  may  noman  oaf  of  pe  place  if  dryue 

ffor  non  engyn  of"  wyndas  or  polyue  /  184 

And  canse  why  for  J^ey  can  noa3f  ]>e  craff 

And  ^erfore  in  the  place  ])ei  ban  it  laff 

Til  j)af  fe  knigbf  ba^  taagbf  bem  fe  maneere 

To  voyden  bim  as  je  scbal  after  beere  188 

Gref  was  ]>e  prees  y&if  swarmed  to  and  fro  peAfosj 

To  gauren  on  J^is  bois  )»af  stonde]y  so 

ffor  if  so  beib  was  and  so  brood  and  long* 

Bo  wel  proporciouned  for  to  be  strong*  192 

Kigbf  as  if  were  a  steede  of  lumbardye 

Tber  witb  so  borsly  and  so  qnyk  of  ye 

As  if  a  gentil  poyleys  courser  were 

ffor  certes  fro  bis  tail  ynto  bis  eere  196 

l^ature  ne  arf  ne  coa|Fe  bim  nougbf  amende 

In  no  degre  as  al  ]»e  poeple  wende 

Buf  euermore  bere  mooste  wonder  it  was 

bow  ^af  if  cowde  gon  and  was  of  Bras  200 

If  was  of  fiaierye  as  ^e  peple  semede 

diu^rse  folk*  diuersely  ban  demede 

As  many  beedes  as  many  wittes  per  been 

They  murmerede  as  don  a  swarm  of  been  204 

And  maden  skyles  after  bere  femtasyes 

Eebersyng*  of  ^e  olde  poetries  .i.  equs  pedasdus 

m 

And  seyden  if  was  lik<  pe  Pagasee 

Tbe  bors  Jvaf  badde  wynges  for  to  flee  208 

Or  elles  if  was  fe  Grekes  bors  Synofi 

Tbaf  brougbte  troye  to  destructiofi 

Ab  men  in  fiae  olde  gestes  reede 

Myn  berte  quod  oon  is  eueremore  in  drede  212 

J  trowe  som  men  of  armes  ben  ^er  Inne 

Tbaf  scbapen  bem  }ns  cite  for  to  wynne 

It*  were  rigbf  good  Jaf  alle  swicb  J»ing«  were  knowe 

Ano^  rowned  to  bis  felawe  lowe  216 
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And  seyde  he  lyeth  for  it*  is  ra^ere  lik* 

An  apparence  y-maad  by  som  magyk* 

As  logelours  pleyen  at*  peoe  Testes  grete  / 

Of*  Bondry  ])OTightes  ])us  pej  langle  and  trcte  220 

As  lewed  peple  deme)>  communly 

Of*  ^inges  ^at*  been  more  maad  subtiiy 

Than  fey  can  in  here  lewednesse  comprehende  / 

They  demen  gladly  to  ^e  baddeie  ende  224 

And  some  of*  hem  wondren  on  )>e  mirowr  [leaf  98,  back] 

That*  bom  was  yp  vnto  fe  maistre  tour 

how  men  might*  in  it*  suche  ])inges  se 

Ano]>er  answerde  and  seyde  it  might*  wel  be  228 

ITaturelly  by  composicions 

Of*  aungels  and  of*  sleygh  reflexiofis 

And  seyde  ]Mtt*  in  Eome  was  such  oon 

They  speke  of*  alocen  and  vitilion  232 

And  of*  aristotle  ^t*  writen  in  here  lynes 

Of*  qneinte  mirours  and  of*  perspectyues 

As  knowen  fey  ^at*  han  here  bookes  herde 

And  o]>er  folk*  han  wondred  on  pe  swerde  236 

That*  wolde  perce  ])urgtl  euery  ^ing* 

And  fille  in  speche  of*  Thelophus  pe  kipg* 

And  of*  achilles  for  his  queinte  epere  / 

ffor  he  cou^e  with  it*  bojie  hele  and  dere  /  240 

Eight*  in  swich  wise  as  men  may  wij>  fe  swerd 

Of*  which  right*  now  ye  haue  yonre  seluen  herd 

They  speken  of*  sondry  hardyng*  of*  metalls 

And  speke  of*  medicylies  ^er  wi^alld  244 

And  how  and  whanne  it*  scholde  harded  be 

Which  is  vnknowe  algate  mto  me  / 

Tho  speeke  )yey  of*  Canaces  ryng* 

And  seyden  aHe  )yat*  swich  a  wonder  ^ing*  248 . 

Of*  craff  of*  rynges  herde  pey  nenere  non 

Sane  })af  he  moyses  and  king*  Salomon 

hadde  a  name  of*  konnyng*  in  swich  art* 

Thus  seycn  fe  peple  and  drawen  hem  a  part*  252 
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But*  naj^eles  somme  seyde  ^at  it  was 

Wonder  to  maken  of  fern  aisshen  glas 

And  ^it*  is  glas  not*  lik'  aisshen  of  fern 

But*  for  ^y  han  knowen  it  so  fern 

Theifore  cese^  here  langlyng*  and  here  wonder 

As  Bore  vondren  some  on  canse  of  ]K>nder 

On  ebbe  and  flood  on  gossomer  and  on  myst  / 

And  aUe  fioff  til  ye  canse  is  wist*  penf  m] 

Thus  langlen  pel  and  demen  and  deuyse 

Til  ^af  fe  king*  gan  fro  his  bord  arise 

IT  Phebus  h&p  laff  pe  angle  meridional 

And  ^if  ascendyng*  was  pe  best*  roial 

The  gentU  leofk  wi^  his  Aldiian 

Whan  ^f  ])is  Tartre  kyng*  Kambynskan 

Bo6  from  his  bord  ther  as  he  sat*  fol  hye 

Bifom  him  gop  pe  lowde  menstralcie  / 

Til  he  com  to  his  chambre  of*  paramentz 

Ther  as  ^ey  socmen  diuerse  instrumentz 

That*  is  lik*  an  heuene  for  to  heere  / 

Kow  dauncen  lusty  venus  children  deere 

ffor  in  ^e  fisshe  hir  lady  sat*  ful  hye 

And  loke]>  on  hem  with  a  freendy  yhe 

This  noble  king*  is  set*  yp  on  his  troone 

This  fltiaunge  knight*  is  fef  to  him  ful  sone  / 

And  on  ^e  daunce  he  go))  with  Canacee 

here  is  pe  reuel  and  pe  lolite 

Tliat  is  nat*  able  a  dul  man  to  deuyse  / 

he  moste  han  knowe  loue  and  his  senuse  / 

And  ben  a  fesHich  man  as  freisch  as  may 

Tliat^  scholde  jow  deuisen  such  array 

who  cou]^  telle  yow  pe  forme  of*  datinces 

So  vncouthe  and  such  freissche  continauuces 

Swich  subtile  lokynges  and  dissimulynges 

fTor  drede  of*  lalouseye  mennes  aperceyuynges 

Homan  but  laficelet*  and  he  is  deed 

Therfore  I  passe  ouer  al  )»is  lustyhed 
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I  say  nomore  buf  in  p\a  lolynesse 

I  lete  hem  til  men  to  soper  hem  dresse 

The  stiward  bif  spices  for  to  hje 

And  eek^  fe  vrjn  in  al  ^is  melodye  292 

The  Yssheres  and  fe  squyeis  ben  y-gon 

The  spices  and  ^e  -vryn  is  come  anon 

They  eete  and  dronke  and  whan  )»is  hadde  an  ende 

ynto  ]>e  temple  as  resoun  Teas  y&y  wende  [leaf  »i,  lacki 

%  The  seroise  doon .  yej  soupen  al  by  day 

What  neede])  you  lehersen  here  acay 

Ech  man  woot*  wel  ]»af  at/  a  kinges  feste 

hap  plente  to  fe  meste  and  to  ]>e  leste  300 

And  deyntees  mo  )>an  ben  in  my  knowyng* 

And  after  souper  gop  p\a  noble  king* 

To  seen  ]^is  hois  of  bias  -wip  al  a  loute 

Of*  loides  and  of  ladyes  him  aboute  304 

Swich  wondiyng*  was  ^r  on  pis  hois  of*  bras 

That*  si])]>en  pe  giete  seege  of*  Tioye  was 

Thei  as  men  wondren  on  an  hois  also 

Ne  was  ^er  swich  a  wondiyng*  as  was  po  /  308 

But*  finally  fe  king*  askejy  pe  knighf 

The  yeitue  of  ])is  couisei  and  pe  mig&f 

And  pieyde  him  to  telle  his  gouemafice 

The  hois  anon  bigan  to  tiippe  and  daunce  312 

Whan  ])af  fiB  knighf  layde  bond  vpon  hb  leyne  / 

And  seyde  sire  )>ei  is  namore  to  seyne 

But*  whan  pou  list*  to  lyden  eny  where 

ye  moote  tiille  a  pyn  stanf  in  his  eeie  316 

which  I  schal  telle  you  bitwen  vs  tuo  / 

ye  moot*  nempne  him  to  what*  place  also 

Or  to  what^  Centre  fat  yow  list*  to  lyde 

And  whan  ye  come  pet  as  yow  list*  tabyde  320 

Bid  him  descende  and  triUe  ano)>er  pyn) 

ffor  |>ei-in  li)»  ^ffecf  of  al  ]jaf  gyn 

And  wole  doun  descende  and  don  your  wille 

And  in  ]>at'  place  he  wol  abyde  stille  324 
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)»eigli  mie  ]>e  world  hadde  ^e  contiarie  swore 

he  schal  not*  ]»ennes  be  ]»rowe  ne  j-hoxe 

Ot  if  yow  lists  bidde  him  J^ennes  gon 

Trille  fia  pynne  and  he  wil  yanysBche  anon  328 

Out^  of  fe  sighf  of  euery  maner  wighf 

And  come  ayein  be  it^  day  or  night* 

whan  ^f  yow  list*  to  depen  him  agayn 

In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  schal  to  yow  sayn         Daaf  mj       332 

Bitwizen  yow  and  me  and  ])af  ful  soone 

Eyd  whan  yow  list*  fex  va  no  more  to  doone 

Enfonned  whan  fe  kyng*  was  of  pe  knight* 

And  h&p  conceyued  in  his  witf  aright^  336 

The  maner  and  ]k)  forme  of  aUe  fis  )>ing* 

ffol  glad  and  blijpe  ]>e  noble  doughty  kyng* 

Repeyryng*  to  his  reuel  as  bifom 

The  brydel  is  in  to  j>e  tour  y-bom  340 

And  kept*  among*  his  leweles  lief  and  diere 

The  hors  yanysshf  y  not*  in  what*  manere 

Oat^  of  here  sight'  ye  gete  namore  of  mo 

But'  yna  I  lete  in  lust*  and  lolite  344 

This  Kambynskan  his  lordes  festeynge 

Til  wel  neigh  ]>e  day  bigan  to  springe  IT  Explicit* 

pnma  pars 


f  The  Stag*  of  an  hert* 

%  The  norice  of  digestiofi  is  slepe 

Gan  on  hem  wynke  and  bad  hem  take  kepe  348 

That*  moche  mete  and  labour  wol  haue  reste  / 

And  with  a  galpyng*  hem  aOe  he  keate  / 

And  seyde  ^af  it^  was  tyme  to  lye  a  douii) 

ffor  blood  was  iu  his  domtnaciofi  352 

Cherisshe])  blood  natures  frend  quod  he 

^y  ^anken  him  galpynge  by  tuo  by  ]}re 

And  euery  wight*  gan  drawen  him  to  his  reste 

As  sleep  hem  bad  }>ey  tooke  it*  for  pe  beste  356 
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here  dremes  schulle  not*  mowe  be  told  for  me 

fiful  were  here  heedes  of*  fumosite 

That*  caiise])  drem  of  which  J>er  is  no  charge  / 

They  sleepen  til  if  was  pryme  large  /  360 

The  moste  part*  but*  if  were  Ganace 

Sche  was  ful  mesnrable  as  wommen  be 

fifor  of  hire  fader  hadde  sche  take  hir  leeue 

To  go  to  reste  sone  after  if  was  eue  364 

hir  lisf  nof  appalled  for  to  be 

£for  on  ]»e  morwe  vnfestlich  for  to  see  / 

And  slepte  hir  ferste  sleep  and  awok*  Dm^  95,  tnek] 

ffor  swich  a  ioye  sche  in  hir  herte  took*  368 

Bofe  of  hire  queynte  ryng*  and  hire  mirour 

That  twenty  tyme  sche  chaungeth  hire  colour 

And  in  hire  sleep  righf  for  impressiotii 

Of  hire  mirour  sche  hadde  a  yisiofi  37^ 

merfoie  ar  ^f  ))e  Bo^e  vp  gan  glyde 

Sche  cleped  vp  on  hire  maystresse  bysyde 

And  seyde  ])af  hir  lists  for  to  arise 

Thise  olde  wowmen  Jaf  ben  gladly  wyse  376 

As  is  hire  maystresse  answerde*anon 

And  seyde  ma  dame  whider  wolde  ye  gon  \ 

Thus  erely  for  folk*  ben  alk  in  reste 

I  wole  quod  sche  arise  for  me  leste  /  3S0 

^0  lengere  sleepen  buf  walken  aboute 

hire  maistresse  clepe])  wommen  a  grof  route  / 

And  vp  ])ey  risen  wel  ten  or  twelue 

vp  rise])  freisshe  Ganace  hir  selue  384 

As  rody  as  brighf  as  fej  pe  yonge  sonne 

Thaf  in  fe  Bam .  is  ten  degrees  vpronne 

Non  hiher  was  he  whan  sche  redy  was 

And  forth  sche  walkede  eesyly  a  pas  388 

Arrayed  after  |>e  lusty  sesofi  soote 

lightly  for  to  pleye  and  walke  on  foote 

Naf  buf  .V.  or  .vj.  of  hire  meyne 

And  in  a  trench  fer  in  pe  park*  go])  sche  392. 
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The  yapour  which  ]^af  fro  ^e  er])e  glood 

make))  pe  sonne  to  seeme  rody  and  brood 

But*  iia|>eles  ifc*  was  so  fair  a  sight* 

Thaf  it*  made  aHe  heie  hertes  for  to  light*  396 

What*  for  fe  sesouD)  and  ]>e  morwenynge 

And  for  ^e  fonles  J^at*  sche  herde  synge 

ffor  right*  anon  sche  wiste  what*  pej  mente 

Eight*  by  here  song*  and  knew  all^  here  entente  dOO 

//  The  knotte  why  ^at*  euery  tale  is  told 

If*  if  be  taiyed  tU  lust  be  cold 

Of*  hem  ^at*  ban  it*  herkned  after  yore  ci«af  m] 

The  sauonr  passe)>  e^er  lenger  pe  more  404 

Sot  f ulsonmesse  of*  p'olixite 

And  by  >i8  same  lesoun  Jenkef  me 

I  scholde  to  ]»e  knotte  condescende 

And  maken  of*  hire  walkyng*  sone  an  ende  408 

%  Amydde  a  tree  for-drye  as  whit*  as  chalk/ 

As  Canacee  was  pleyng*  in  hire  walk* 

Ther  sat*  a  ffaukofi  ouer  hir  heed  ful  bye 

That*  with  a  pitoiis  voys  so  gan  to  crye  412 

That*  al  pe  woode  resede  of*  hire  crye 

And  beten  hadde  hire  self  so  pitously  / 

With  bo^n  hire  wynges  til  ^e  reede  blood 

Itan  endelong/  pe  tree  ]>er  as  sche  stood  416 

And  ener  in  oon  sche  cryed  alwey  and  schrighte 

And  with  hire  beek*  hir  seluen  so  sche  pighte 

That*  )»er  ne  was  tygre  ne  cruel  beste 

Thal^  duellep  eyj^er  in  woode  or  in  foreste  420 

J>at^  nolde  ban  wept*  if*  J^af  he  wepe  coujye 

ffor  soTwe  of  hire  sche  Sebright'  alwey  so  lou|>e 

ffor  per  nas  nenere  yit/  no  man  on  lyue 

If  ^f  I  coujye  a  fawkoQ  wel  descryue  424 

That^  herde  of  such  ano)>er  of  faymesse 

As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  geutilnesse 

Of  schap  of  al  ^at*  mighte  rekened  be 

A  fawkofi  p^egryn  ^anne  semed  sche  -  428 
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Of>  fremde  londe  and  euermoie  as  scbe  stood 

Sche  swoonede  now  and  now  for  lalC  of  blood 

Til  wel  neigh  is  sche  fallen  ho  fe  iiee 

This  faire  kinges  donghter  ]>is  kanacee  432 

Thaf  on  hir  fynger  bai  p^  queynte  lyng* 

^uigtL  which  sche  ynderstood  wel  eueiy  ping 

Thal^  any  foul  may  in  his  ledne  sayn 

And  kowde  answere  him  in  his  ledne  agayn  436 

ha])  yndeistande  paif  pis  fawkofl  sayde 

And  wel  neigh  for  pe  loupQ  almost*  sche  deyde 

And  to  pe  tree  sche  gqp  fol  hastily 

And  on  ^is  f&wkofi  loke])  pitously 

And  held  hire  lappe  abrood  for  wel  sche  wiste  / 

The  fawkofi  moste  falle  horn  pe  twyste  / 

whan  ^f  if  swownede  next*  for  lakke  of  blood 

A  long*  while  to  wayte  hire  sche  stood  444 

Til  atte  laste  sche  spak*  in  pia  maneere 

Ynto  pe  hauk*  as  je  schal  after  heere 

what*  is  pe  cause  if  if  be  for  to  telle 

Thaf  ye  ben  in  ])is  fnrial  peyne  of  heUe  448 

Quod  Canacee  vnto  ^is  hawk*  aboue 

Is  pia  for  sorwe  of  deth  or  los  of  lone 

£for  as  I  trowe.J^ise  be])  causes  tuo 

Thaf  causen  moosf  a  gentil  herte  woo  452 

Of  o])er  harm  if  rede])  noughf/  to  speke 

flFor  fi  your  self  vpon  your  self  yow  wroke 

which  ]»af  proue])  wel  pa,V  ey])er  Ire  or  drede 

Moof  ben  enchesofl  of  youre  cruel  dede*  45G 

Syn  paf  I  se  non  o])er  wighf  yow  chace 

£fbr  loue  of  god  so  do])  your  selue  grace 

Or  whaf  may  be  your  help  for  wesf  nor  esf 

Ke  saugh  I  neuer  er  now  no  bryd  ne  besf  460 

Thaf  ferde  with  himself  so  pitously 

ye  slee  me  with  youre  sorwe  veiiayly 

I  haue  of  yow  so  gret  compassioun 

ffor  goddes  loue  com  fro  pe  tree  a  doun)  461 

CORPUS  206  (6*T.  i9l) 


8IX-TBXT   492 

GBOUP  F.  §  3.  squire's  tale.  Corpus  MS. 

And  as  I  am  a  kinges  doughier  trewe 

If*  )»if  I  veirailj  ^e  causes  knewe 

Of  jouie  disease  if  it;*  lay  in  my  mights 

I  wolde  amende  if  or  yaif  if  were  nighf  468 

Als  wisly  help  me  grete  god  of  kynde 

And  herbes  scbal  I  right*  ynowe  fynde 

To  hele  vi^  jonr  hnrtes  hastily 

Tho  schrighte  ^is  faokofi  yef  more  pitonsly  472 

Than  euer  sche  dide  and  fil  to  gronnde  anon 

And  li]>  on  swowne  deed  as  ony  stoon 

Til  Canacee  ha])  in  hir  lappe  hire  take  Omt  97] 

ynto  faif  tyme  sche  gan  of  swowne  awake  /  476 

And  after  y&V  sche  of  swowne  gan  abreide 

Kighf  in  hir  hawkes  leodne  ^as  sche  seyde 

Thaf  pite  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte 

ffeelyng*  his  similitude  in  peynes  smerte  /  480 

Is  proned  alday  as  men  may  it  see 

Aa  wel  by  werk*  as  by  auctorite 

ffor  gentil  herte  kepe^  gentillesse 

I  se  wel  ]>af  ye  han  of  my  distresse  484 

Compassion  my  faire  Canace  / 

Of  verray  wommanly  benignite  / 

Thaf  natare  in  youre  principles  ha^  sef « 

Buf  for  non  hope  for  to  fare  ]>e  bef  488 

Buf  for  to  obeye  vnto  yonre  herte  fre  / 

And  for  to  maken  ojier  be  war  by  me  / 

As  by  ^  whelp  chastised  is  ^  leoil 

Sighf  for  |)af  cause  and  for  ]}af  conclusiofl  492 

Whil  y&if  I  haue  a  leyser  and  a  space 

Myn  harm  I  wol  confessen  er  I  pace 

And  euer  whil  sche  can  hir  sorwe  tolde 

That*  o^er  wepte  as  sche  to  water  wolde  496 

Til  p8,V  fe  fawkofi  bad  hir  to  be  stille  / 

And  with  a  sike  ^us  sche  seyde  hire  tille 

Ther  I  was  bred  alias  ])af  ilke  day 

And  foetred  in  a  roche  of  marbul  gray  800 
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So  tendrely  Jaf  noting*  eylede  me 
I  ne  wiste  noug&t*  what*  vraa  adaersite 
Til  I  covLpQ  flee  fol  hje  vnder  j^e  sky 
)k>  dwelte  a  tercelet*  me  faste  by  504 

That*  semede  welle  of*  alk  gentilnesse 
Al  were  he  fol  of*  tresofi  and  falsnease  / 
If  is  wrapped  vnder  humble  cheere 
And  Tnder  hiew  of  trou]>e  and  in  swich  manero  508 

Vnder  plesance  and  vnder  bysy  peyne 
Thaf  no  wiglit*  cou])e  han  wende  he  coude  fcyne 
So  deepe  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  colours  cieaf  97,  \mA} 

Bight  as  a  serpent  hif  him  vnder  flours  512 

Til  he  may  se  his  tyme  for  to  byte 
Bighf  so  f\B  god  of*  loues  ypocrite 
Do))  so  his  cerymonijs  obeissances 

And  kepte  in  semblaflt  all^  his  obs^ruanccs  516 

Thaf  sowne]}  in  to  gentilesse  of*  loue 
As  in  a  tombe  is  al  fe  faire  aboue 
And  vnder  is  pe  corps  swich  as  je  woof 
Swich  was  f\B  ypocrite  bo^  cold  and  hoof  520 

And  in  ])is  wise  he  serued  his  entente 
Thaf  saue  fe  feende  non  wiste  whaf  he  mcnte 
Til  he  so  longe  hadde  wopen  and  compleyned 
And  many  a  yeer  his  seruise  to  me  feyned  524 

Til  ]>af  myn  herte  to  pitous  and  to  nyco 
Al  Innocenf  of*  his  crowned  malice 
ffor-fered  of  his  dej)  as  ]>oughte  me 
vpon  his  ofea  and  his  seurte  528 

Grauntede  him  loue  vpon  J^is  condicion 
Thaf  euer  mo  myn  honour  &  renoun 
were  saued  bo]>e  preuy  and  aperf 

Thia  is  to  sein  ])af  after  his  disserf  532 

I  yaf  him  al  myn  herte  and  my  )>oughf 
God  woof  and  he  ])af  ofev  wise  noughf 
And  tok*  his  herte  in  chaunge  of  myn  for  ay 
Buf  Bof  is  seyd  go  sethen  many  a  day  530l 

cospus  808  (6-T.  493). 


SIX-TEXT   494 

QBOup  F.  §  S.  squibe's  tale.  Corpus  MS, 

A  trewe  wight*  and  a  ^f  penkef  nat<  oon 

Aiid  whan  he  saugh  })e  ^ing*  so  fer  y-gon 

That*  I  grauntede  him  fully  my  lone  / 

In  Bwich  a  gyse  as  I  haue  sayd  aboue  /  540 

And  yenen  him  my  trewe  herte  as  fre  / 

As  he  swore  he  yaf*  his  herte  to  me  / 

Anon  ^is  Tygre  ful  of*  doublenesse 

f&l  on  his  knees  wi]»  so  deuoute  humblesse  544 

wi^  bye  reuerence  and  as  by  his  cbeere  / 

So  lik*  a  gentil  lonere  of  manere  / 

So  rauysshed  as  if  semede  for  fe  ioye  peaf  96] 

That*  nenere  lason  ne  pans  of*  Troye  548 

lason  certes  ne  non  o]>er  man) 

Syn  lameth  was  ^af  Aldirfirsf  bygan) 

To  lonen  tuo  as  writen  folk^  bifom 

Ne  neuer  sippe  pe  firste  man  was  bom  552 

Ke  covLpe  man  by  twenty  ^ousand  part* 

Conntrefete  ]>e  sophimes  of*  his  arf 

Ne  were  wor])i  to  vnbokele  his  galoche 

Ther  doublenesse  or  feynyng*  scholde  aproche  556 

Ke  so  conye  ))anke  a  wight*  as  he  didc  me  / 

his  manere  was  an  beuene  for  to  se 

Til  eny  womman  were  sche  neuer  so  wys 

Bo  peynted  he  and  kembe^  at*  poynt*  devys  560 

As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  continafice 

And  I  80  loued  him  foi  his  obeissailce 

And  for  fe  trou]>e  I  demed  in  his  herte 

Thaf  if*  so  were  ^t*  any  ^ing*  him  smerte  564 

Al  were  it*  neuer  so  lite  and  I  if  wiste 

Me  ^ughte  I  felte  dep  af  myn  herte  twiste 

And  schorily  so  feiforth  ^is  ])ing*  wenf 

Thaf  my  wille  has  his  willes  Instrumenf  568 

This  is  to  sein  my  wille  obeyede  his  wille 

In  alle  ^ing*  as  fer  as  resofi  fille 

Kepyng*  pe  boundes  of*  my  worschipe  euere 

Ne  neuer  hadde  I  ]>ing*  so  leef*  ne  leuere  572 
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As  him  god  wooi^  ne  neuere  schal  no  mo 

This  laste  lengere  ]»an  a  jer  or  tuo 

IF  That*  I  supposed  of*  him  no  ]>ing<  but  good 

But*  fynally  fxia  atte  laste  it  stood  576 

That*  fortune  wolde  )>af  he  moste  twynne 

Ouf  of  ^af  place  which  ]»at*  I  was  Inne 

Wher  me  was  wo  if  is  no  questioft 

I  kan  not*  make  of  it*  discripciofi  580 

ffor  o  ])ing*  dar  I  telle  boldely 

I  knowe  what*  is  )>e  peyne  of  def  fer  by 

Such  hann  I  felte  for  he  ne  mighte  beleae  [Imxm} 

So  on  a  day  of  me  he  tok*  his  lene  /  584 

So  sorwfully  eek*  I  wende  verrayly 

That*  he  hadde  feeled  as  moche  harm  as  I 

Whan  ])at*  I  herde  him  speke  and  sawe  his  hewe  / 

But*  na^eles  I  ]>oughte  he  was  so  trewe/  588 

And  eek*  ^af  he  repaire  scholde  agayn 

Wi]yinne  a  h'tel  while  so])  to  sayn 

And  resoil  wolde  eek*  ^at*  he  moste  go 

ffor  his  honour  as  ofte  happe))  so  592 

That*  I  made  vertu  of  necessite  / 

&  took*  it*  wel  syn  ^at*  it  /  moste  be 

As  I  best*  mighte  I  hidde  from  him  my  sorwe 

And  took*  him  by  pe  bond  seint*  lolSn  to  borwe  59fi 

And  seyde  pus  lo  I  am  youres  al 

Be])  swich  as  I  haue  be  to  yow  and  sehal 

What*  he  answerde  it*  neede])  nat*  reherse 

Who  can  seyn  bet*  ^an  he  who  can  do  werse  600 

Whan  he  ha])  al  wel  seyd  ])an  ha^  he  doon 

Therfore  byhoue])  him  a  wel  long*  spoon 

That*  schal  eten  wi])  a  feend  ^us  herde  I  seye  / 

So  atte  laste  he  moot*  for])  his  weye  604 

And  forth  he  fle^  til  he  com  fev  him  leste 

Whan  it*  com  him  to  puipos  for  to  reste  / 

I  trowe  he  hadde  filke  text*  in  mynde  /       '  JSJnv^'***'^ 

That*  alle  fing*  repeyryng*  to  his  kynde  /  608 
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r 

Ghdep  himself  /  Jras  seyn  men  as  I  gesse  / 
Men  lonen  of  propre  kynde  newflEuigilnesse  / 
As  briddes  doon  ^t*  men  in  cages  f  eede  / 
ffor  ^igh  you  night*  &  day  take  of*  hem  heede  /  612 

And  strawe  heie  cages  fEure  as  softe  as  silk* 
And  yene  hem  sucie  hony  bred  and  mylk^ 
Tet*  rig&f  anon  as  ]»at*  his  dore  is  vppe 
he  yrip  his  feel^  wil  spozne  donn  his  cuppe  616 

And  to  ye  voode  he  wold  and  woimes  ete 
So  newefjBngel  ben  ^ei  of*  here  mete 
And  loaen  noneleries  of  propre  kynde  peaf  w] 

No  gentilesse  of*  blood  may  hem  bynde  620 

So  ferde  ]ns  tercelef  alias  fo  day 
.Though  he  were  gentil  bom  fressche  and  gay 
'And  goodly  for  to  seen  and  humble  and  &e 
he  sangh  ypon  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee  624 

And  sodeinly  he  loued  ]>e  kyte  so 
That  all^  his  lone  is  dene  fro  me  go 
And  ha]>  his  troa]>e  falsed  in  pia  wyse 
Thus  hsLp  ye  kite  my  loue  in  hire  seruise  628 

And  I  am  lorn  wi^oute  remedye 
And  'wiy  ])at*  word  ^is  faukoft  gan  to  crye 
And  swouned  eft/  in  Canacees  barm 
Gref  was  ye  sorwe  for  ye  haukes  harm  632 

That^  Canacee  and  alle  hire  wommen  maade 
They  nyste  how  J»ey  mighte  ye  fawkofi  glade 
But*  Canacee  home  hexey  hire  in  hire  lappe 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hire  wrappe  636 

Ther  as  sche  with  hix  beek*  ha^  hurt*  hir  selue 
Now  kan  not*  Canace  but*  herbes  delue 
Out*  of  ye  grounde  and  maken  salues  newe 
Of  herbes  pr^ciouses  and  fyn  of*  hewe  640 

To  helen  wi^  ye  hauk*  fro  day  to  nyght* 
Sche  doy  hir  besynesse  and  alk  hire  myght 
And  by  hire  beddes  heed  sche  made  a  muwe 
And  couered  it*  with  veluettes  bluwe  644 
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In  8ign6  of*  troujye  ^af  is  in  wommen  seene 

And  aUe  wi]>oate  |>e  muwe  is  pejnted  greene 

In  which  were  pejnted  alle  yeae  false  fowles 

As  ben  pise  tydifs  teicelettes  and  owles  6i8 

Bight*  for  ])e  spyte  were  peynted  hem  bysyde 

Pyes  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  chyde 

Thus  leet  I  Canacee  hire  hawk*  keeping* 

I  wole  nomore  as  now  speke  o^  hire  ryng*  652 

Til  if  come  eft*  to  purpos  for  to  seyn 

how  ^af  ])is  fiaukon)  gat*  hire  lone  ageyn 

Bepentant*  as  )ra  stone  telle)»  vs  patfM^bMk] 

By  mediaciofi  of*  Camballus  656 

The  kinges  sone  of^  which  I  yow  tolde  / 

But*  hennes  forth  I  wol  proces  holde 

To  speke  of*  auentuies  and  of*  batailles 

That*  yet*  was  neuer  herde  so  gret*  meruailles  660 

ffirst*  wil  I  telle  yow  of*  Kambynskan 

That*  in  his  tyme  many  a  cite  wan 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of*  Algarsi^ 

how  ]»at*  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf*  664 

ffor  whan  ful  ofte  in  gret*  p^ril  he  was 

Ke  hadde  he  ben  holpen  by  ^e  hors  of*  bras 

And  after  wol  I  speken)  of*  Camballo 

That*  faught*  in  listes  with  pe  brejy^ren  tuo  668 

ffor  Canacee  er  ])at*  he  mighf  hir  wynne 

And  per  I  lefte  I  wol  ageyn  bygynne 

Appolo  whirleth  vp  his  char  so  hye  ijwno  i.  mL 

Til  ])at*  ^e  god  merourius  hous  pe  slye  /    IT  Explicit  .^^  p^rrs. 
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§  L    WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PKEAMBLE. 
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Troh^gus  Yxoiis  de  Bafhe.  [headline]       [tef  loo] 

IT  "Prologue  vxoris 

Expmmenf  ])oug&  non  auctorite         de  Bathe  .C^yij'*. 
Were  in  yis  world  is  right*  ynongli  for  me 
To  speke  of^  wo  ]>at*  is  in  mariage 

ffor  lordynges  83m  I  twelue  ^eer  was  of*  age  /  4 

Thanked  be  god  ^af  is  eteme  alyne 
honsbondes  atte  chirche  dore  I  haue  had  fyue/ 
If  I  so  often  mights  hane  wedded  be 
Bat^  alls  were  woryj  men  in  here  degre  8 

Bnt*  me  was  told  certein  nought*  longe  agones 
[that  criste  ne  wente  /  nenere  bat  onys]     [MB  Azoh.  SeU.  B.  14.] 
To  weddjng*  in  ^  Cane  of*  Galile  / 
That*  by  filke  ensample  taught*  he  me  12 

That^  I  ne  schulde  wedded  be  but*  ones 
herk*  eek*  lo  which  a  scharpe  worde  for  ])e  nones 
Besyde  a  welle  Ih«iu  god  and  man 
Spak*  in  repreef^  of*  fe  Samaritan  16 

Thow  hast^  y-hadde  .v.  housebondes  quod  he . 
And  ^t*  ilke  man  ]»af  now  ha]>  ^e 
Is  not*  ^in  housbonde  ^us  sayde  he  certayne 
What^  he  mente  ^er-by  I  can  noiight  sayne  20 

Wele  Bat*  yat/  1  axe  why  ye  fyfte  man 
Was  non  housbonde  to  ]»e  Samaritan 
how  many  might*  sche  han  in  mariage  23 

ijitt^  haidde  I  neuere  telle  in  al  myn  age  ^^'^^  ^J^T 
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Vppon  fia  nombre  diffinicioun 
Men  may  deuyne  and  glosen  vp  and  doun 
Buf  wel  I  woof  expresse  wi]>outen  lye         •  - 
God  bad  ts  for  to  wexe  and  mtdtiplye  28 

Thaf  gentil  text*  can  I  wel  yndeistonde 
Eke  wel  I  woof  be  seyde  myn  bousebonde 
Scbulde  lete  fader  &  mooder  and  take  to  me  _ JL?^"''^]!*?? 
Buf  of«  noon  nombre  mensiofl  made  be  /      ■«**»««**'  *«' 
Of*  Bigamye  or  of*  Octogamye  33 

Wby  scbulde  men  ]>enne  bane  if  in  yilanye  / 
loke  bere  fQ  wise  man  king*  Salomon) 
I  trowe  be  badde  wyues  moo  ])an  on        f  Otonti  u»  Qaunnobivm 
Now  wolde  god  if  leefol  were  to  me  /  37 

To  be  refreissbed  balf  so  ofte  as  be  QMf  loo,  bMk] 

Wbicb  jifte  of*  god  badde  be  for  all6  bis  wyues 
Ko  man  haf  sucb  J^af  in  J^is  world  a  lyue  is  40 

God  wof  fis  noble  king*  as  to  my  witte 
Tbe  firste  nigbf  badde  many  a  mery  fitte 
Wi]>  icbe  of*  bem  so  wel  was  bim  alyue 
Blissed  be  god  ]yaf  I  baue  wedded  fyue  44 

Welcome  fe  sixte  wban  )>af  euer  be  scbal 
ffor  Bippe  I  wille  nougbf  kepe  cbaste  in  al 
Wban  myn  bousebonde  is  fro  ])e  world  y-gon 
Bom  ciystne  man  scbal  wedde  me  anon  48 

ffor  ])an  fe  apostle  aeip  ]7af  I  am  free 
To  wedde  a  goddes  balf*  wber  if  like]>  me 
be  seij)  ])af  to  be  wedded  is  no  senne    t  MeUM  ui  nobcn  qB««  vh 
Betre  is  if  to  be  wedded  ^an  to  brenne  52 

Wbaf  rekke])  me  ]>ougb  folk*  sey  vylanye 
Of*  scbrewed  lametb  and  bis  Bygamye  / 
I  woof  wel  Abrabam  was  an  boly  man 
And  lacob  eek*  as  fer  as  euer  I  can  56 

And  ecb  of*  bem  badde  wyues  mo  )»an  tuo 
.  And  many  ano]>er  boly  man  also 
ti^er  can  ^e  say  in  any  manor  age 
Tbaf  TS  god  defended  mariage  60 
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£j  expiesae  word  I  pny  yow  telle^  me 

Or  wher  comannded  he  vtrginlte 

I  wof  as  wel  as  ye  it*  is  no  drede 

fe  apostel  whan  he  speke}^  of*  maydenhede  64 

he  seyde  ^eivof  piecepte  hadde  he  noone 

Men  may  counseille  a  womman  to  ben  oone 

Bat*  coimseilling*  is  no  comaimdement 

he  patte  if  in  onre  owne  laggemenf  68 

fTor  hadde  god  commaunded  maydenhede 

^anne  hadde  he  dampned  weddyng*  with  ye  dede 

And  certes  if*  ^r  were  no  seed  y-sowe 

Tiiginite  ]Ninne  wheivo^  scholde  it*  giowe  72 

Poole  doiste  nou^t*  comanden  at*  Jye  leste 

A  finff  of  which  his  mayster  jaf*  him  non  heste       n«if  loi] 

Hie  darte  is  sette  Tppe  fro  YiTginite 

Chase  who  so  may  who  so  renne)^  best*  laf  see  76 

Bat*  fia  word  is  noughts  take  of  eueiy  wighf 

Bat*  ^re  as  god  wolde  yeae  it*  of  his  mighf 

I  wot*  wel  y&if  pe  apostel  was  a  mayde  / 

Baf  na^es  ^agh  ]>af  he  wrot*  or  sayde  80 

he  wolde  ^at*  eoery  wj^^  were  sach  as  he  / 

Al  nys  nat*  bat*  coanseile  to  vtrginite 

And  for  to  be  a  w^f  he  yaf  me  leae 

Of  Indolgence  so  is  it*  no  repreue  84 

To  wedde  me  if  ^at*  my  make  deye  / 

'Wi]N>ate  excepciofi  of  Bygamie  / 

Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  touche 

he  mente  as  his  body  or  in  his  coache  88 

ffor  peril  is  bo^  to  toache  and  for  to  assemble 

3e  knowe  what*  ^is  ensample  may  resemble 

This  al  and  some  he  heeld  vtrginite 

More  perfyt*  ^an  wedded  in  freelte  92 

ffireltee  clepe  I  not*  bat*  Jiaf  he  and  sche 

Wolde  leede  here  l^f  al  in  chastite 

I  groonte  it*  wel  I  hane  non  envye 

Thoogh  maydenhede  preferre  Bygamye  W 
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If  like])  hem  to  be  clene  in  body  and  gost* 

Of*  myn  estate  I  wole  make  no  boosf 

ffor  wel  je  knowe  a  lord  in  his  houshold 

haf  not*  euery  vessele  of*  golde  /  100 

Some  ben  of*  tree  /  and  doon  here  lord  seruise 

God  clepejj  folk*  to  him  in  sondry  wise 

And  euerich  ha)>  of*  god  a  pr(7pre  3ifte  / 

Some  pia  some  ]>at*  as  him  like])  schifte  104 

virginite  is  gret*  perfectiofl 

And  conscience  eek*  with  deuociofi 

But*  crisf  ])af  of*  perfectiofl  is  welle 

Bad  nought*  euery  wight*  he  schulde  selle  108 

Al  ])at*  he  hadde  and  jiue  it  to  pe  pore 

And  in  swich  wise  folwe  him  and  his  lore  [leaf  lei,  bwic] 

he  spak*  to  hem  pat*  wolde  lyue  parfitly       «2if^2J?^*«2^ 

And  lordynges  by  30ure  leue  fat*  am  not*  I    aSSpSS^SS ****** 

I  wole  bystowe  fe  f*lour  of*  alle  myn  age  113 

In  charite  and  fruyt*  of*  maiyage 

Telle  me  also  to  what*  conclusion 

Were  membres  maade  of*  generacioii  116 

And  of*  so  parfyf  wise  and  why  y-wrought* 

Triste])  right*  wel  fey  were  not*  made  for  nought 

Glose  who  so  wile  and  seye  bofe  vp  and  doun) 

That*  pej  were  made  for  purgacioun  120 

Of*  vryne  and  oure  bofe  ]>inges  smale 

"Were  eek*  to  knowe  a  femal  from  a  male 

And  for  non  ofer  cause  what*  seye  ^e  no  f 

The  experience  woot*  it*  is  nou3t*  so  121 

So  ])at*  pe  clerkes  be  not*  with  me  wrofe 

I  seye  pis  fat*  pej  maked  be  for  bof e 

This  is  to  seyn  for  office  and  for  eese 

Of*  engendrynge  fare  we  not*  god  displese  128 

Why  schulden  men  elles  in  here  bokes  sette 

That*  man  schal  yelde  to  his  wijf*  his  dette 

Now  wher-wif  scholde  he  paye  his  payement 

yf*  fat*  he  ne  vsed  his  seely  instrument  132 
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Thim  were  fej  maade  vpon  a  creature 

To  purgie  vryne  and  eek*  for  engendure 

£at^  I  seye  noug&t*  paif  eoery  wighf  is  holde 

That*  haf  such  hameys  as  I  to  yow  of  tolde  136 

To  gon  and  Ysen  hem  in  engendmre 

Thanne  scholde  men  take  of  chastite  no  cure 

Crist*  was  a  mayden  and  schapen  as  a  man) 

And  many  a  seynf  syn  ^af  ]>e  world  bygan  140 

Tet*  lyned  ^ey  euere  in  parfyt*  chastite 

I  nel  euTye  with  no  virginite 

lete  hem  ete  brede  of>  pured  whete  seed 

And  late  vb  wyues  ete  barly  breed  144 

And  yef  with  barly  breed  Mark*  teDe  can  P  eatc»mord:  a  uo/otut 

Oone  lord'  rihera  refresshecl  /  many  a  man[piAnh.8dd.B.ii 

in  suche  estate  as  god  hath  cleped  ys 

I  wol  perceiyer  /  I  am  nought  precious  148 

in  wiffhode  wol  I  yse  myn  instrument 

as  frely  as  my  maker  /  haHL  hit  sent 

yiff  I  be  dangerous  /  god  yeye  me  sorowe 

anyn  housbonde  shal  it  haue  both  eye  and  amorwe        152 

whan  that  him  list  /  com  fort£  and  pay  his  dette 

an  housbonde  wol  I  haue  /  I  wol  not  lette 

which  shal  be  /  both  my  dettour  and  my  thralle 

and  han  his  tribulacioun  with-alle  156 

yppon  his  flesshe  /  while  that  I  am  his  wiif 

I  haue  the  power>  /  durynge  al  my  liff      JLi*^:^'^L^ 

yppon  his  propre  body  /  and  not  he  po^***«a  «*  »«"•'  *• 

light  thus  the  Appostel  /  tolde  yn-to  me  160 

and  bad  oure  housbondes  /  for  to  loye  ys  welle 
alle  this  sentence  /  me  liketh  euerydelle 

Uppe  sterte  the  pardoner  /  and  that  anoon 
now  dame  quod  he  /  hi  god  and  hi  seint  lohn     164 
ye  ben  a  noble  prechoure  /  in  this  caas 
I  was  aboyte  to  wedde  a  wi£f  allaas 
what  sholde  I  bye  it  /  on  my  flesshe  so  dere 
yit  had  I  leyer  wedde  noon  to  yere  l^B 
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abyde  quod  she  /  mj  tale  is  not  bigonne     cia4nh.aiu. 1. 1«] 

nay  thow  shalt  diynken  /  of  another  tonne 

or  that  I  go  /  ehal  saaoor  wen  than  ale  VMffBS} 

and  whan  I  hane  tolde  fortK  my  tale  172 

of  tribulacionn  /  that  is  in  manage 

of  whicfi  I  am  expert  /  in  myn  age 

this  is  to  seie  /  my-«ilff  hatli  ben  the  whippe 

than  maistow  chese  /  whether  thow  wilt  sippe  176 

of  thilke  tonne  /  that  I  ahal  abroche 

be  war  of  hit  /  or  thow  to  nygli  approefae 

for  I  shal  telle  ensamplee  /  mo  than  ten 

who  so  that  wil  not  /  be  war  bi  other  men  180 

by  him  sholle  other  men  corrected  be 

these  same  woidis  /  writetlL  Piotholome  %  Fnftdhan 

rede  in  his  Almageste  /  and  take  it  there 

dame  I  wol  pray  yow  /  if  joxae  wille  were  184 

seide  this  Pardoner  /  as  ye  bigan 

telle  forth  youre  tale  /  spare  for  no  man 

and  teche  yb  yongemen  /  of  javae  practike 

gladly  qtcod  she  /  sitlL  it  may  yow  like  18S 

bnt  that  I  pray  /  to  al  this  companye 

if  that  I  speke  /  after  my  feoitesie 

as  taketb  nonght  agreff  /  of  that  I  seye 

for  myn  entente  /  is  not  /  but  for  to  pleye .  192 

NOw  sirs  than  shal  I  telle  yow  my  tale 
as  euere  mot  y  diynke  wyn  or  ale 
I  shal  sey  soth  /  tho  honslxmdes  that  I  hadde 
as  thre  of  hem  were  goode  /  and  two  were  badde  196 

the  thre  were  goode  men  /  riche  and  olde 
vnneth  myghten  the!  /  the  statute  holde 
in  which  the!  were  bounden  vn-to  me 
ye  wot  wel  what  I  meene  of  this  parde  200 

as  god  me  helpe  /  I  kugtL  whan  I  thynke 
how  pitously  a  nyght  /  I  made  hem  swynke 
but  bi  my  fay  /  I  tolde  of  hit  no  store 
thei  hadde  me  yeve  here  londe  /  and  here  treaora  204 
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me  nedede  nouglit  /  do  longer  diligence       CK8Anh.Md.s.i4] 

to  Wynne  here  love  /  and  do  hem  leudT^enoe 

they  loned  me  so  wel  /  hi  god  above  [te^as,  teo*] 

that  I  ne  tolde  no  deynte  /  of  here  love  208 

a  wise  woman  wol  besy  hir  /  euere  in  oon 

to  gete  hir  love  /  ye  Uiere  as  she  hat£  noon 

bat  sitb  I  hadde  hem  /  holly  in  myn  honde 

and  that  thei  hadde  /  yeve  me  al  here  londe  213 

what  shnlde  I  take  kepe  hem  for  to  please 

bnt  if  it  were  my  pnxfyte  /  and  myn  ease 

I  sette  hem  so  a  worke  /  bi  my  fay 

that  many  a  night  /  thei  songen  wekway  216 

the  Bacotm  was  not  fette  for  hem  I  trowel    5*^  ■***•*•  **  *»■ 

That^  some  men  haue  in  Essexe  af  Danmowe   DMf  Ws  m  loq 

I  gouemed  hem  so  wel  after  my  lawe 

Thaf  iche  of*  hem  fnl  blisfiil  was  and  fawe  /  220 

To  biinge  me  gay  Jringes  fro  ^  feyre 

They  were  fill  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem  fiuie      tJJS^IJ^d*] 

ffor  god  it  woof  I  chidde  hem  apytonsly 

Kow  herkne)>  how  I  bar  me  proprely  224 

ye  wyse  wyues  ^f  can  ynderstande 

Thus  schulde  ye  speke  and  beiie  hem  wrongs  on  hande 

ffor  half  so  boldely  ^er  can  no  man) 

Swere  and  lye  as  a  womman  can)  228 

I  seye  not*  ^ib  by  wynes  ])af  ben  wise  / 

Bnf  it*  be  whan  J^at*  ^y  hem  mysayyse  / 

A  wise  wijf*  schal  if*  ^af  sche  can  hire  good 

Bere  him  on  bond  ^at*  ^e  kow  is  wood  232 

And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owne  mayde  / 

Of  hire  assenf  but  herke^  how  I  sayde  / 

Sire  olde  kaynard  is  )ris  ]^in  array 

Why  is  my  neyhebonres  w^jf  so  gay  236 

Sche  is  honoured  oner  al  wher  sche  go^ 

I  sitte  at*  bom  I  haue  no  ^rifty  clo]) 

Whaf  dostow  af  my  neyhebores  hons 

Is  sche  so  fair  arf  you  so  amerous  240 
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Whaf  Toune  je  vrip  oure  mayde  ben^dicite 

Siie  olde  lechour  lef  fj  iapes  be  / 

And  if*  I  haue  a  gossibb  or  a  fieende 

Wi^oute  gilte  je  chide  as  a  feende  244 

Ifi  Jyat*  I  walke  or  pleye  vnto  bis  bona 

^ou  comest*  home  as  drunken  as  a  mous 

And  pxechesf  on  pi  benche  ynp  euel  preef* 

^ou  seist*  to  me  it  is  a  gref  meschiefi  248 

To  wedde  a  pouer  womman  for  costage 

And  if  l^af  sche  be  riche  of  gref  parage 

l^anne  seistow  ]»af  it*  is  a  tormentiie  / 

To  snfire  hire  pryde  and  hire  malencolie  /  252 

And  if  ^af  sche  be  fair  ])oa  verray  knaue  / 

Thow  seisf  ]»at*  euery  holour  wol  hir  bane  /         [i«f  i«7,i»ek3 

Sche  may  no  while  in  chastite  abyde 

Thaf  is  assayed  vppon  eche  syde  256 

Thou  seisf  some  folk^  desire  yb  for  richesse 

Some  for  oure  schapp  and  some  for  oure  foymesse 

And  some  for  sche  can  o]ier  synge  or  daunce 

]»ua  saistow  wemard  god  jiue  fe  mescha&ce  260 

Some  for  here  hondes  and  here  armes  smale 

Thus  go])  altofe  deuel  by  ^y  tale/ 

^ou  seisf  men  may  not*  kepe  a  castel  walle 

If  may  so  longe  assailed  ben  ouer  alle  /  264 

And  if  )»f  sche  be  foule  fon  seisf  ])af  sche 

Coueite])  euery  man  ]yaf  sche  may  see 

ffor  as  a  spaynel  sche  wol  on  him  lepe 

Til  ]»af  sche  fynde  som  man  ^af  wol  hir  chepe  268 

Ne  non  so  grey  goos  gof  yev  in  ]>e  lake 

As  seisf  ])0u  ])af  wol  be  wi]K)uten  make 

And  seisf  it  is  an  hard  'ping*  for  to  weelde 

A  wighf  ^af  noman  wille  his  ]>ankes  helde  272 

Thus  seistow  lorel  whan  ]k)u  gosf  to  bedde 

And  ^af  no  wys  man  needejy  for  to  wedde 

And  noman  ^af  entendi^  to  pe  heuene 

WiJ)  wilde  Jyunder  denf  and  fyre  louene  /  276 
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Mote  pj  wicked  necke  be  to-broke 

^a  seisf  ]»af  dropp  jng*  houses  and  eek*  smoke 

And  chydyng*  wyues  maken  men  to  fle 

Oat*  of*  here  owne  houses  a  benedicite  280 

Whaf  eyle^  swich  an  olde  man  for  to  chjde 

Thou  seisf  we  wynes  wille  oure  vices  hyde 

Til  we  be  &ste  and  ]>anne  we  wille  hem  schewe 

Wei  may  J^is  be  a  prouerbe  of>  a  schrewe  284 

Thou  seiBt*  ^af  Oxen  assen  hors  and  houndes 

They  ben  assayed  al^  diuerse  stoondes 

Bacynes  lauours  or  ^t*  men  hem  bye 

Spoones  stooles  and  swich  honsbondrye  288 

And  so  ben  dojws  pottes  and  oJ>er  arrayes 

Bat*  o^  wofnmen  aien  maked  non  assayes         [iMfiQ6,>bri(»] 

'Til  ^  ben  wedded  olde  dotard  schrewe 

And  seisin  how  Jeanne  we  wil  onre  vices  schewe  292 

Thou  seist*  also  ^f  if  displeses  me 

But^  if!  ^a  wille  preyse  my  beaute 

And  bnf  ]»oa  poiue  alwey  vpon  my  face 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  euery  place  296 

And  but*  ^a  make  a  feste  on  ))af  ilke  day 

That*  I  was  bom  and  make  me  freische  and  gay 

And  but*  povL  do  to  my  norys  honour 

And  to  my  chambre  wi^inne  my  bonr  300 

And  to  my  £Mires  folk*  and  his  allyes 

Thus  seiaf  pon  olde  barel  fdl  of*  lyes 

And  yit  of*  oure  apprentys  lankyn 

ffor  his  crispe  heer  schynynge  so  gold  fyn  304 

And  for  he  tfquyeres  me  bo^  vp  and  doun 

yet^  hastow  ^ught*  and  &1b  suspeciofl 

I  wil  him  nought*  ^ough  )k>u  were  deed  to  morwe 

Bot^  telle  me  ])is  why  hydest*  ^on  with  sorwe  308 

Thy  keyes  of*  ]>i  cheste  away  fro  me  / 

IP  ia  my  good  as  wel  as  ^in  parde 

What*  wenestow  make  an  ydyot*  of  oure  dame  / 

Kow  by  ^t*  lord  ^t*  called  is  seint*  lame  312 
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^ou  schalf  not<  bo]ye  ]>oagh  ]you  were  wood 

Be  maister  of"  my  body  and  my  good 

That*  oon  ))ou  schalf  forgo  maugre  ^in  ey3e& 

Whaf  helpe])  if  on  me  enqaere  and  spyen  316 

I  trowe  ]»oug&  ^u  woldesf  loke  me  in  Jn  cheste 

^ou  scholdesf  seie  wyf  go  where  ^e  leste 

Take  youre  disporte  I  wol  nof  leue  no  tales 

I  knowe  30W  for  a  good  wy^  dame  Alia  320 

We  loue  no  man  ]uif  take^  keepe  or  charge 

Where  ]>af  we  go  we  wole  be  af  oure  large 

Of^  alle  men  blessed  mote  he  be 

The  wise  astrologien  dann  ptholome  324 

Thaf  sei]>  ]»is  proudrbe  in  his  abnageste 

Of*  all0  men  his  wisdam  is  hyeste  [kitfiw^ bMk] 

That*  rekke]>  nof  who  ha)}  pe  world  in  hande 

By  fia  prouerbe  ^u  sohalf  wel  vnderstande  328 

haue  ]k)u  ynough  whaf  ])ar  fe  rekke  or  kare 

how  meryly  ^af  o]>er  folkes  fare 

ffor  certes  olde  dotard  by  youre  leue 

ye  schulle  haue  queynte  righf  ynough  af  eu^  332 

he  is  to  gref  a  nygard  )wtf  wol  wame 

A  man  to  lighf  a  candel  af  his  kntame 

he  Bchal  haue  neuer  fe  lesse  light/  parde 

haue  ]>ou  ynough  ^e  far  nof  pleyne  J^  336 

poll  seisf  also  ]>af  if*  pou.  make  ys  gay 

WiJ}  cloj^ingi  or  with  precious  array 

Thaf  if  is  peril  of*  oure  chastite 

And  3if  with  wordes  ^ou  mosf  enforce  me  /  340 

And  seie  fiae  wordes  in  ye  apostels  name 

In  habyf  made  with  chastite  and  schame 

ye  wommen  schulle  apparaille  you  quod  he/ 

And  naf  in  tressed  heer  and  gay  perre  344 

As  perle  ne  wiji  golde  no  cloj^es  riche 

After  ^i  texte  ne  after  ))i  rubriche 

I  wol  nof  werke  as  mochil  as  a  gnatt  i 

jK>u  saydesf  ab  ^af  I  was  like  a  catf  348  j 
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Bal^  who  80  wolde  senge  a  cattes  skyn 

]»ime  wolde  fe  catt*  wel  dwellen  in  his  In 

And  if  ye  cattes  skyn  be  slike  and  gay 

Sche  nel  not^  dwelle  in  boose  half  a  day  352 

Bui^  f or^  sche  wille  or  ony  day  be  dawed 

To  scbewe  hire  skyn  and  go  a  catowiawed 

j»is  is  to  say  if>  I  be  gay  sir  schrewe 

I  wil  lenne  oaf  my  boiel  for  to  scbewe  356 

Sire  olde  fool  wbaf  helpe^  ]»e  to  spien 

They  fou  prey  signs  with  his  ^nsand  yhen  J3i?JSSS* 

To  be  my  warde  corps  as  he  can  best* 

In  fei]»  he  schal  not*  kepe  me  bnf  if*  me  lest  360 

yef  cou^e  I  make  his  herd  so  mote  I  ^e 

foxL  seisf  eek*  ^f  fet  ben  ^uges  free  iiMri»,>kriH] 

fe  whiche  f inges  tronblen  al  )»is  £r]>e 

And  yeAf  no  wighf  may  endnre  ye  ferye  364 

O  lene  sire  schrewe  ihem  schorte  yi  lijf 

yef  prechest*  you  and  seist*  an  hateful  wijf* 

y-rekned  is  for  oon  of*  )>is  meechances 

Ben  yer  non  o^  maner  resemblanoes  368 

ye,if  ye  may  likene  30010  parables  to 

Buf  if*  a  sely  w^f*  be  on  of*  yo 

And  likenest*  wo^nmannes  lone  to  helle 

To  bareyne  lond  yer  water  may  not*  dweUe  372 

you  likenesf  it/  also  to  wilde  fyre 

The  more  it  brenneth  ye  more  if  ha])  desire 

To  consome  eny  yixig  )nf  brende  wolde  be 

Thon  seisf  f  af  righf  as  wormes  schende  a  tree  376 

Righf  so  a  wyf  destroye])  hir  honsebonde 

This  knowen  yey  f  af  ben  to  wyues  bonds 

lordynges  righf  yuB  30  ban  vnderstande 

Bar  I  stlfly  myn  olde  housbondes  on  hande  380 

^  yuB  yey  seyden  in  here  dronkenease 

And  eek*  ]Mtf  he  hadde  suspeciofi  and  lelonsnesse 

On  lankyn  and  on  my  nefe  also 

O  kid  ye  peyne  I  dede  hem  and  ye  woo  384 
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fful  gilteles  by  goddes  sweeto  pyne 

ffor  as  an  hors  I  cou)>e  bo^e  byte  and  whyne 

I  covLpe  pleyne  and  I  was  in  ])e  gilte 

Or  alles  ofte  tyme  I  hadde  ben  spilte  388 

Who  so  ])af  first*  to  mylle  com])  ferst*  grynte 

I  pleyned  first*  so  was  onre  werre  stynte 

]>ey  were  ful  glade  to  excusen  hem  ful  blyue  / 

Of*  ])ing*  which  pei  agilte  neuer  here  lyae  392 

Of*  wenches  wolde  I  beren  hem  on  honde 

Whan  fskif  for  sike  pey  might*  vnne]>e  stonde 

yet*  tykeled  I  his  herte  for  fat  he 

Wende  I  hadde  of^  him  so  gret*  chieitee  39d 

I  swore  ]>af  al  my  walkynge  be  night* 

Was  for  to  aspye  wenches  J^at*  he  dighte  [Uarios,  faadc^ 

Ynder  J^at*  colour  hadde  I  many  a  myr]>e 

ffor  alia  such  witte  is  jiue  vs  in  oure  hitpe  400 

Desceipte  wepyng*  spjmnyng*  god  ha]>  ^iue 

To  womman  kyndely  whil  fat*  pei  may  lyue   3eSS£»inSaS5 

And  fua  of*  o  Jying*  I  auaunte  me 

At*  fe  ende  I  hadde  pe  besto  in  eche  degre  404 

By  sleighte  or  force  or  by  som  maner  f^ing^ 

As  by  continuel  murmar  and  grucching* 

Kamely  a  bedde  hadde  p&j  meschaunce 

Ther  wolde  I  chide  and  do  hem  no  plesaunce  408 

I  wolde  no  lenger  in  pQ  bedde  abyde 

If*  ]»at*  I  felte  his  arm  ouer  my  syde 

Til  he  hadde  made  his  raunsom  vnto  me 

Thanne  wolde  I  suffire  him  do  his  nycete  412 

And  ]^rfore  eu^Ty  man  pia  tale  I  telle 

Wynne  who  so  may  al  are  for  to  selle 

Wi])  empty  hande  men  may  non  haukes  lure 

ffor  wynnyng*  Wolde  I  al  his  lust*  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  feyned  appetyt* 

And  jit*  in  bakofi  hadde  I  neuer  delit/ 

That*  maked  me  ]»at*  euer  I  wolde  him  chyde 

ffor  ]>ough  pe  pope  hadde  sete  him  besyde  420 
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I  wolde  nonjt^  spare  him  af  his  oughne  bord 

ffor  by  my  troii]>e  I  qnitte  him  word  for  word 

As  helpe  me  verrey  god  omnipotent* 

poogh  I  right*  now  schulde  make  my  testament*  424 

I  ne  owe  him  a  word  ^at*  if  nys  quitte 

I  hrooghf  it  so  aboute  by  my  witte 

Thaf  he  moste  ^ine  if  yp  as  for  fe  beste  / 

Or  elles  hadde  we  neuere  ben  in  reste  428 

ffor  ^ngh  he  loked  as  a  leonn 

jef  scholde  he  faile  of*  his  conclusiofi   . 

Thenne  wolde  I  seye  now  goode  leef*  take  keepe  / 

how  mekely  loke])  wilkyn  oure  scheepe  432 

Com  ner  my  sponse  laf  me  ba  fi  cheeke 

}e  schnlle  be  al  pacienf  and  meeke  OMf  uo./w  io5] 

And  han  a  sweete  spiced  conscience  / 

8yn  }e  so  preche  of*  lobis  pacience  436 

Sn£&e)»  alwey  syn  je  so  wel  can  preche 

And  buf  je  do  certein  we  schnl  30U  techo 

Thaf  if  is  &ir  to  haue  a  wyf*  in  pees 

On  of*  YS  moof  bowen  doutelees  440 

And  af^  a  man  is  more  resonable 

Than  woman  is  sire  )e  moste  be  sufi&able  / 

Whaf  eyleip  )oa  to  grucche  fus  and  grone 

Ib  if  for  je  wolde  haue  my  queynte  allone  444 

Whi  tak*  if  al  /  lo  hane  if  enery  del 

Petir  I  schrewe  jon  buf  ^e  loue  me  wel 

ffor  If*  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose 

I  cou^  walke  as  freissche  as  a  rose  148 

Buf  I  wil  kepe  if  for  ^our  owne  to]> 

)e  be  to  blame  by  god  I  seye  30U  so]» 

Suche  numer  wordes  hadde  we  on  honde 

Kow  wol  I  speke  of*  my  ferj^e  housbonde  /  452 

Y  My  fer^e  housbond  was  a  reuelour 

This  is  to  seye  he  hadde  a  paramour 

And  I  was  yong*  and  fal  of*  Kagerie 

Stybome  and  strong*  and  ioly  as  a  pye  456 
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lord  how  coxLpQ  I  daonce  to  an  harpe  smale  / 

And  synge  ywye  as  eny  nyghtyngale  / 

Whan  I  hadde  dronke  a  diaugbte  of*  sweete  wyn 

Meteling<  pQ  foule  cherle  pe  swyn  460 

That*  with  a  staf  byiaf t*  his  wif  hir  lyf" 

ffor  sche  diank<  wyn  ]K)ugh  I  hadde  ben  his  wijf 

"Ne  schulde  he  nought*  ban  daunted  me  fro  diynke 

And  after  wyn  on  yenus  most*  I  ])inke  464 

fifor  also  syker  as  colde  engendre])  hayl 

A  likerous  moxip  moste  ban  a  likerous  taU 

In  womman  yiolenf  is  no  defence 

This  knowen  leccboures  by  experience  468 

But*  lord  crist*  whan  J)af  it*  remembre])  me  / 

ypon  my  3ou])e  and  my  lolyte  OMfu^iibMh) 

It*  tykele])  me  about*  myn  herte  roots 

vnto  ]}is  day  if  do])  myn  herte  boote  472 

]>at*  I  haue  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme 

But*  age  alias  p&V  al  wol  enyenyme 

haj)  me  byraff  my  beaute  and  my  piji 

lat*  go  far  wel  ])e  deuel  go  fer-vrif  476 

The  flour  is  gon  ^er  is  nomore  to  telle 

The  bren  as  I  best*  can  now  moot*  I  selle 

But*  3et*  to  be  right*  mery  wol  I  fonde  / 

Now  for]>  to  telle  of*  my  fer]?e  housbonde  480 

I  seye  I  hatte  in  herte  gref  despyf 

That*  he  of*  eny  o])er  hadde  delyf 

But*  he  was  quyte  by  god  and  by  sent  lose 

I  made  him  of*  ])e  same  woode  a  crose  484 

Not*  of^  my  body  in  no  foul  manere 

But*  certeinly  I  made  folk^  such  cheero 

That*  in  his  owne  grece  I  made  him  firyo 

ffor  angery  and  for  verray  laloosie  /  488 

By  god  in  er]>e  I  was  his  purgatorie 

fifor  which  I  hope  his  soule  be  in  gloxie  / 

ifor  god  it*  wot*  he  sat*  ful  ofte  and  song* 

Whan  ])at*  his  scho  fill  bitterly  him  wrong«  493 
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ffor  ^er  was  non  sauf*  god  and  ke  )?ati'  wiste 

In  many  wise  where  I  him  twiste 

he  deyed  whan  I  cam  &o  lerosalem 

And  Up  y-graue  ynder  pe  Eoode  beem  496 

Al  nys  his  tombe  nof  so  cnrious 

As  was  pe  sepulcie  o^  him  Darius 

Which  }»if  appelles  wroughten  snbtilly 

If  nys  bnf  waste  to  burye  him  preciously  500 

laf  him  far  wel  god  jiue  his  soule  reste 

he  is  now  in  his  giaue  and  in  his  cheste 

IF  Now  of*  my  fyfj^e  housbonde  wil  I  telle 

God  late  neuer  his  soule  come  in  helle  /  504 

And  3it*  was  he  to  me  pe  moste  schrewe  / 

That*  feele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe  p«r  iii,  jbr  loe] 

And  eueie  schal  vnto  myrs  endyng<  day 

But*  in  a  bed  he  was  so  fireissh  and  gay  508 

And  fei-vriy-el  so  wel  cou]>e  he  me  glose  / 

Whan  ysitf  he  wolde  han  my  bele  chose  / 

^af  ^Qgh  he  hadde  me  bete  on  euery  boon 

he  con^  wynne  agayn  my  loue  anon  512 

I  tiowe  I  loued  him  ^e  bet*  for  he 

Was  o^  his  loue  daungerous  to  me 

We  wymmen  han  if  ])at*  I  schal  not*  lye 

In  fia  maneie  a  queinte  fantasye  516 

Wayte  what*  f ing  we  may  nought*  lightly  haue 

Thereafter  wole  we  crye  alday  and  craue  / 

fforbede  vs  ]^ing*  and  paf  desyren  we 

Frees  on  ts  faste  and  Jeanne  wil  we  flee  /  520 

Wi])  daunger  outen  we  alle  oure  chaffare 

Gref  prees  at*  market*  make])  deere  ware  / 

And  to  gret*  cheep  is  holde  /  at*  litel  pris 

This  knowe]>  euery  womman  ])at*  is  wys  524 

My  .y?  housbonde  god  his  soule  blesse 

Which  fat*  I  took*  for  loue  and  no  richesse  / 

he  som  tyme  was  a  clerk*  of  Oxenforde 

And  hadde  left*  scole  and  wente  at*  hom  to  horde  528 
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WiJ)  my  gossybb  dwellyng*  in  cure  toun 

God  haue  hire  soide  hir  name  was  alisoun 

Sclie  knew  myn  herte  and  al  my  priuyte  / 

Bettre  ])an  onie  parissche  prest*  so  mote  I  ^ee  /  532 

To  hire  bywieyed  I  my  counseil  al 

ffor  hadde  myn  bousbonde  pyssed  on  a  wal 

Or  don  a  fmg  ^af  scbnlde  bane  cost*  bis  lyf 

To  bire  and  to  ano))er  wor)»y  .wyf*  536 

And  to  my  neece  wbicb  I  loue  wel 

I  wolde  ban  told  bis  counseiH  eueiyddli 

And  so  I  dede  fnl  ofte  god  if  woof 

Tbaf  made  bis  face  often  reed  and  boof  540 

ffbr  Terray  scbame  and  blamed  bimselfi  for  be 

badde  told  to  me  so  gref  a  pryuyte  DMriii.bMic] 

And  so  if  felle  ])af  ones  in  a  lente 

Bo  ofte  tyme  Tnto  my  gossib  wente  /  544 

fifor  euer  ^it  I  loued  to  be  gay 

And  for  to  walke  in  marc&  aneril  and  may 

fi&om  bons  to  bons  to  berkne  sondiy  tales 

Tbaf  lankyn  clerk*  and  my  gossibb  dame  alis  548 

And  I  my  self*  in  to  )>e  feldes  wente 

myn  bousbond  was  af  london  al  ])af  lente 

I  badde  fe  bettre  leysir  for  to  pleye 

And  for  to  see  and  eek<  for  to  be  seye  552 

Of"  lusty  folk"  wbaf  wisf  I  wber  my  grace 

Was  scbapen  for  to  be  or  in  wbaf  place 

]>eTfore  made  I  my  visitadofis 

To  vigilies  and  to  processioiis  556 

To  precbyng*  eek*  and  to  f\B  pilgrimages 

To  pleyes  o^  myracles  and  of*  manages 

And  wered  Tpon  my  gaye  skarlef  g3rtes 

Tbis  wormes  ne  ))ise  mofpea  ne  J)ise  mytes  560 

Tppon  my  p^ril  frete  bem  nener  a  del 

And  wostow  wby  for  Jey  were  vsed  wel 

IT  Now  wol  I  tellen  forjy  wbaf  bapped  me 

I  seye  ]>af  in  ^e  feeldes  walked  we  564 
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Til  irei^lj  yre  hadde  such  dalyance 

pia  clerkf  and  I  )>ab'  of*  my  purueiannce 

I  spak*  to  him  and  seyde  how  ]>at*  he 

If  I  were  wydow  schnlde  wedde  me  668 

ffor  certeynly  I  seye  for  no  bobaunce  / 

)»af  was  I  neuer  jif  wi])oute  purueance 

Of^  manage  ne  of*  o])er  ))inges  eeke 

I  holde  a  mouses  witM  naf  wor]>  a  leek^  572 

yaif  haf  buf  oon  hole  for  to  stirten  to 

And  if  J»f  faile  fan  is  al  y^o 

[I  bar  him  on  honde  /  he  had  enchaunted  me  B^^jv^tSSr 

my  dame  tanghte  me  /  that  subtilte  ^I^J^f^ 

and  eke  I  seide  /  I  mette  of  him  al  night        ^"^^O 

he  wolde  haue  shamed  me  /  as  I  lay  vpright 

and  al  my  bed  was  f ul  /  of  yerry  blood 

but  yit  I  hope  /  that  ye  shul  do  me  good  580 

for  blood  bitokenel^  gold  /  as  me  was  taughte 

and  al  was  fSeJs  /  for  I  dremed  right  naughte 

bat  as  I  folwed  ay  /  my  dames  lore 

als  wel  of  that  /  as  of  other  thinges  more]  2S-oc?*J<5^  **  *** 

Bui^  now  sire  laf  me  see  what*  I  schal  seyn 

A  ha .  by  god  I  haue  my  tale  agayn 

Whan  ]»at*  my  fer^  housbonde  was  on  here 

I  wepe  algate  and  made  soiy  chore        [leafu^Mivn       588 

As  wynes  mooten  for  it*  is  vsage  / 

And  with  my  keuercheeff*  conered  my  visage 

Bul^  for  y&\f  I  was  puraeyed  of*  a  make  / 

1  weep  but*  smale  and  ])af  I  yndertake  592 

To  chirche  was  my»  housbond  y-bom  on  morwe 

With  neghebonrs  ]»at*  for  him  made  sorwe 

And  lankyn  onre  clerk*  was  on  of  po 

As  help  me  god  whan  ]»at*  I  seih  him  go  596 

After  pe  beere  me  ]K)ngtLt*  he  hadde  a  paire 

Of*  legges  and  ot  feet*  so  cleene  and  f aire 

That*  al  myn  herte  I  yaf*  vnto  his  holde 

he  was  I  trowe  twenty  wyntcr  olde  ^0 
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And  I  was  fourty  if»  I  schal  seye  soj 

Buf  yef  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  to  J 

Gat*  to^ed  I  was  and  J^at  bycam  me  wel 

I  hadde  fQ  printe  of  seinf  venus  sel  604 

As  help  me  god  I  was  a  lusty  oon) 

And  fair  and  riche  and  ^ong*  and  wel  hygon 

And  trewely  as  myn  hoosbond  tolde  me 

I  hadde  Je  beste  queynte  j>at/  mighte  be  608 

[fop  certis  I  am  al  folly  Veneiian        ^JS^JstJi^f^'. 

in  feling  /  and  myn  herte  is  Marcian  ^rio^f  omits  u.i^-^ 

Yenns  me  yafif  my  lust  /  my  lilcerousnes 

and  Mars  yaff  me  /  my  sturdy  haidynes]  612 

Myn  ascendent*  was  Taur  and  Mais  ]»mnne 

Alias  alias  ])af  euer  loue  was  synne  / 

I  folwed  ay  myn  inclinacioii 

By  vertue  of*  my  constellaciofii  *  616 

That*  made  me  I  cou^  not*  wi^drawe 

My  chambre  of*  yenus  from  a  good  felawe 

[yit  haue  I  Mars  is  marke  /  vppon  my  fece  i^j^^^^i^ 

and  also  in  another  pre  vy  place  ^?S3  i?S&2-^ 

for  god  so  wis  be  /  my  sauacio«<a  S5».^i^j^ 

I  loued  neuere  /  bi  no  disciessiotm 

but  euere  folwed  /  myn  appetite 

al  weie  he  long  /  shorte  /  blak  or  white  624 

I  toke  no  kepe  /  so  that  he  liked  me 

how  pore  he  was  /  ne  eke  of  what  degre] 

What*  schulde  I  seye  but*  at*  ]>e  mon)>es  ende 

This  loly  clerk*  lankyn  jmt*  was  so  heende  /  628 

ha])  wedded  me  wit&  gret*  solempnite 

And  to  him  jaf*  I  al  ]}e  lond  and  fee  / 

That*  euere  was  me  3iuen  ]>er  byfore 

Buf  afterward  repentede  me  fol  sore  632 

he  nolde  suffire  no  ])ing*  of*  my  lest* 

By  god  he  smof  me  onys  on  fe  lesf 

fTor  )>at*  I  rente  out*  of*  his  book*  a  leef* 

That*  of"  J>af  strook*  my  eeren  woxen  deef*  (laaf  iis.i»rk]   G36 
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IT  Stibome  I  was  as  is  a  leonefise  / 

And  of*  mj  tonge  a  remj  langleiesse  / 

And  walke  I  wolde  as  I  hadde  don  bifom 

firom  hous  to  hous  al  J^ongH  he  hadde  it  sworn  640 

ffor  wip  fdl  often  tyme  he  wolde  piecbe 

And  me  olde  lomaiLce  gestes  teche 

how  he  simplicios  Gallus  lefte  his  wijf> 

And  hiie  forsook*  for  t^rme  of  his  lijf^  644 

Nof  bnf  for  openhede  he  hir  say 

Lokyng*  out*  af  his  dore  on  a  day 

Ano^er  Bomayn  tolde  he  me  by  name 

That*  for  his  wyf  was  at*  a  Somer  game  /  648 

Wi]K>nte  his  wytyng*  he  fotsoob  hire  eeke 

And  ^anne  wolde  he  ypon  his  bible  seeke 

That^  ilke  prvuerbe  of*  ecdesiaste 

Wher  he  comaunde]»  and  forbede)>  faste  652 

Man  schal  not*  sufire  his  wyf*  to  roule  abonte 

^an  wolde  he  seye  right*  fviA  wi|K>nten  donte 

Who  so  ]nt*  boldeth  his  hons  al  of*  salwes  i«n»a  Km* 

And  prike^  his  blynde  hors  ooer  fe  falwes  656 

And  8n£&e)>  his  wijf  go  for  to  seeken  halwes 

Ib  wor]>y  for  to  be  hanged  on  fe  galwes 

But*  al  for  nought*  I  sette  nat*  an  hawe 

Of  his  pnmerbes  ne  of*  his  olde  lawe  660 

Ke  I  wolde  not*  of*  him  corrected  be  / 

I  hate  him  y&V  my  vice  telle])  me 

And  so  don  mo  god  woot*  of*  ts  ^an  I 

This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  outerly  064 

I  nolde  not*  forbere  him  in  no  caas 

Now  wil  I  seie  jou  so]>  by  seint  Thomas 

Why  )iat*  I  rent^  out*  of  his  book*  a  leef 

ifor  which  he  smot^  me  ^at*  I  was  deef  ^^^ 

he  hadde  a  book*  ])at*  gladly  night*  and  day 

ffor  his  disporte  he  wolde  rede  alway 

he  clepede  valery  and  Theofiraste 

At*  which  book*  he  lowh  alwey  ftil  faste    OMiiUyMMl  672 

CORPUS  881    (6-T.  86S) 


SIX-TEXT   353 

GROUP  D.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  CorpnB  MS. 

And  eek*  per  was  som  tyme  a  clerk*  in  Borne  / 

A  Cardinal  J>af  lughte  seint*  lerome 

That*  made  a  book*  a3em  loujnian 

In  which  book^  eeke  ]>er  was  Terculan  676 

Cnsippus  Trocula  and  helowys 

That*  was  abbesse  naf  fer  j&o  Parys 

And  eek*  ye  parables  of*  Salomon) 

Oyides  art*  and  bokes  many  oos)  680 

And  aHe  fine  were  bounde  in  oo  voliime 

And  Guerj  nigtit*  and  day  was  his  custume 

Whan  he  hadde  leysyr  and  yacaciouii) 

fErom  opex  worldly  occupacioil  684 

To  reden  in  ]>is  book*  of*  wikked  wyues 

he  knew  of*  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyues 

Than  ben  of*  goode  wyues  in  J)e  bible  / 

ffor  tmste])  wel  it*  is  an  impossible  688 

That*  ony  clerk*  wole  speken  good  of*  wyues 

But*  if*  it*  be  of*  holy  seintes  lyues 

Ke  of*  non  o]>er  wommen  neuer  pQ  mo 

Who  peynted  J>e  lyoun  tel  me  who  692 

By  god  if*  wommen  hadden  wiiten  stories 

As  clerkes  han  wi]yinne  here  oratories 

They  wolde  haue  writen  of*  men  more  wickednesse 

Than  sHe  fe  marke  of*  adom  may  redresse  696 

The  children  of*  mercuric  and  venus 

Ben  in  here  werkynge  contrarious 

Mercuric  loue])  wisdam  and  science  / 

And  venus  loue))  ryot*  and  dispence  /  700 

And  for  here  diuerse  disposiciofl 

Eche  f&Hep  in  o])res  exaltaciofl 

As  i>us  god  wot*  mercurie  i&  desolat 

In  Piscis .  where  yenus  is  exaltaf  704 

And  Tcnus  falle]i  ]>er  mercurie  is  reised 

Ther-fore  no  womman  of*  no  man  is  preysed 

The  clerk*  whan  he  is  oldo  and  may  not*  do 

To  Yenus  werkf  nought*  wor]»  his  olde'scho      '  Dnfns,i»Hi] 
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Than  edtte  he  doun  and  wiif  in  his  dotage  / 

That*  wommen  con  not*  keepe  here  maiiage 

Buf  now  to  porpos  why  I  tolde  pe 

That'  I  was  beten  for  a  book*  pardee  712 

Yppon  a  night*  lankyn  ]>af  was  oure  syie 

Kedde  on  his  hook*  as  he  saf  by  ]>e  fyre 

Of^  £aa  first*  ]Nif  for  hire  wickednesse 

Was  al  mankynde  broughti'  to  wrecchednesse  716 

[for  which  Ihe«a  crist  /  him  silff  was  sleyne  i?J^fS,*  2^]'* 

that  bought  vs  wit^  his  herte  blood  ageyne  7fe-7M.f*^^'^*'^ 

lo  here  expresse  of  recorde  /  may  ye  fynde 

that  woman  was  the  loos  /  of  al  mankynde]  720 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  lost*  his  hens 

Slepyng*  his  lefT^man  kit*  it*  wij)  hir  scheris 

Thurgh  which  tresofi  lost*  he  bo)»e  his  eyen 

Tho  redde  he  me  if*  ^at*  I  schal  not*  lyen  724 

Of*  ercnles  and  of^  his  deyanire  / 

That'  caused  him  to  sette  himself*  a  fyre 

No  ]>ing*  for-gat*  he  ^e  penance  and  woo 

That*  Socrates  hadde  with  his  wyues  tuo  728 

bow  ^t*  ancipa  caste  pisse  on  his  heed 

This  seely  man  sat*  stille  as  he  were  deed 

he  wyped  his  heed  no  more  durste  he  seyn 

Bat*  or  ])at*  ^nndir  stynte  come]>  a  reyn  732 

Of*  Phasipha  )>at*  was  ^e  queen  of  Crete  / 

ffor  schrewednesse  him  ]>ought*  ]7e  tale  swete 

ffy  spek*  nomore  it  is  a  grisly  ]>ing* 

Of  hire  horrible  lust*  and  hire  likyng*  736 

Of  Clitermistra  for  hire  leccherie 

That*  falsly  made  hir  housbonde  for  to  dye 

he  redde  it*  wi)>  wel  good  deuociofL 

he  tolde  me  for  what*  occasiofl  740 

Amphiorax  at*  Thebes  lost*  his  lyf 

Myn  housbond  had  a  legend  of  his  wijf 

Eriphilem  fni^  for  an  ouche  of  golde 

ha)  pryuyly  ynto  Jkj  Grekes  tolde  7^^ 

CORPUS  333    (0-T.  864) 


BIX-TEXT   355 

OBOUP  D.  §  L  wife's  frbakblb.  Corpufl  VS. 

Wher  ^at*  hir  KoQslMnd  hid  him  in  a  place 

fifor  which  he  hadde  af  Thebes  soiy  grace 

Of*  lyma  tolde  he  me  and  of  lucye  747 

They  bo)>e  made  heie  housbondes  for  to  dye     vimf\H,M  m] 

That*  on  for  loue  )yaf  o^er  was  for  hate 

lyma  hire  honsebonde  on  euen  late 

Enpoysoned  hadde  for  sche  was  his  foo 

Lucia  likeroos  loued  hir  housbonde  so  752 

Thaf  for  he  scholde  Tppon  hir  alwey  ]>inke 

Sche  yaf>  him  such  a  loue  manor  drynke 

Thaf  he  was  deed  er  if  was  by  fe  morwe 

And  ])ns  algates  housbondes  han  sorwe  756 

Than  tolde  he  me  how  oon  latumyus 

Compleigned  to  his  felaw  arius 

Thaf  in  his  gardyn  growed  such  a  tree 

On  which  he  seyde  ])af  his  wyues  pre  760 

hanged  hemselue  for  hertes  dispitous 

O  leeue  bro])or  quod  ^is  arious 

jif  me  a  plante  of  ^af  blisful  tree 

And  in  my  gardyn  planted  schal  it  be/  7G4 

Of  later  date  of  wyues  ha])  he  redde 

Thaf  han  slayne  here  housbondes  in  ])e  bedde 

And  leef  hir  lecchour  dight  hir  al  fe  nighf 

Whan  Jjaf  f e  corps  lay  in  fe  floor  vprighf  768 

And  some  han  diyuen  nayles  in  here  brayn 

Whil  ])af  ])ey  sleepe  and  fns  ]>ey  han  hem  slayn 

Some  han  ^iuen  poyson  in  here  diynke 

He  spaki  more  hanne  ^n  herte  may  be])ynke  772 

And  ^r-wi]Hd  he  knew  of  mo  prouerbes 

J>an  in  pis  worlde  per  growen  gresse  or  herbes  '£JSub?"**** 

Bef  is  quod  he  fm  habitaciofi 

Be  with  a  leoun)  or  a  foul  diagofi  776 

Than  with  a  womman  vsyng*  for  to  chyde 

Bef  is  qtu)d  he  heihe  in  ^  roof  abyde 

Than  vnp  an  angry  wyf  doun  in  an  hous 

They  ben  so  wicked  and  contrarious  780 

CORPUS  234    (6-T.  355) 
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oBdup  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Corpm  M& 

^7  batejr  ]yaf  here  housbondes  loue^  ay 

lie  seyde  a  womman  cast*  hir  schame  away 

Whan  ache  cast*  of  hir  smok*  and  toTpermo 

A  £gut  womman  bul^  sche  be  chasf  also      OmT iii,  bMk]    784 

Is  lyb  a  goldiyng*  on  a  sowes  noee 

Who  wolde  wene  or  wolde  suppose 

^  woo  )»t^  in  myn  herte  was  and  pyne 

And  whan  I  sangti  he  wolde  neuer  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  ^is  cursed  book*  al  nighf 

Al  sodeinly  pre  leues  haue  I  plighf 

Oni^  of  his  book*  right*  as  he  red  and  eeke 

I  with  my  fesf  so  took*  him  on  ]^e  cheeke  792 

J^at^  in  onre  fire  he  fiJle  bakward  adoun 

And  he  ypstirte  as  do^  a  wood  leoun 

And  with  his  fest*  he  smot*  me  on  pe  heed 

^t*  in  fe  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed  796 

And  whan  he  sangh  how  stille  paAf  I  lay 

he  was  agast  and  wolde  han  fledde  away 

Til  atte  lasts  out*  of*  my  swowe  I  brayde 

O  hast*  Jk>u  slayn  me  false  yeef*  I  sayde  800 

And  for  my  lond  |)us  hastow  moerdred  me  / 

Or  I  be  deed  jit*  wol  I  kisse  fe 

And  neer  he  come  and  kneled  faire  adoun 

And  seyde  deeie  suster  alisotm  804 

As  help  me  god  I  schal  ^e  neuer  smyte 

^t'  I  haue  doon  if  is  J^iself*  to  wyte 

IToijiue  it*  me  and  ^at*  I  ^e  beseke  / 

And  jif  eft^ones  I  hitte  him  on  ]w  cheeke  /  808 

And  seyde  )»eef*  ^us  mochel  am  I  wreke 

Now  wil  I  dye  I  may  no  longer  speke 

Buf  at*  J^  laste  /  wi^  mochel  care  and  woo 

We  felle  acorded  by  ys  seluen  tuo  812 

he  jaf*  me  al  ]^  brydel  in  myn  bond 

To  haue  fe  gouemance  of  hous  and  lond 

And  of*  his  tunge  and  of  his  hand  also/ 

And  made  him  brenne  his  book*  anon  right*  ))0  816 

COEPUS  286  (6-T.  866) 
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cmoup  D.  §  L  vife's  preamble.  Coipiu  KS. 

And  whan  pai  I  badde  geten  vnto  me 
£7  maistiie  al  Jye  soueiainte 

^an  he  seyde  myn  owne  trewe  wyf  ^J/oi  w?*'  **  *****" 

Do  as  ]k>u  haif  ]re  terme  of*  aSle  pj^  /  pMrioib.>br  1103 

kepe  fin  honour  and  keep  eek*  myn  estate  / 

After  i>at*  day  we  hadde  neuer  debate  / 

God  help  me  so  I  was  to  him  as  kynde 

As  eny  w\jf'  from  Denmart  in  to  ynde  824 

And  al  so  trewe  and  so  was  he  to  me  / 

I  pray  to  god  Jyaf  sitte  in  mageste 

So  blisse  his  soule  for  his  mercy  deere 

Now  wol  I  telle  my  tale  i^  je  wol  heere  828 

IT  Here  ende]>  fe  prologe  of  ]>e  gode  wif*  of*  Ba]>e 

[The  Wrangle  between  the  Summoner  and  FriarJ] 

The  frere  lowh  whan  he  ha]>  herd  al  fla 
Now  dame  quod  he  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis 
This  is  a  long'  preamble  of*  a  tale 
And  whan  ])is  somnour  herde  ^e  freere  gale  /  832 

Lo  quod  fQ  somnotir  goddes  aimes  tuo 
A  freere  wille  entremette  him  eu^rmo 
lo  goode  men  a  flye  and  eek*  a  freere 
WiUe  falle  in  euery  dissche  and  eek*/  matiere  /  836 

Whaf  spekesf  pon  of*  preambulacioa 
What*  amble  or  trotte  or  pees  or  go  sit*  doun 
Thou  lettest/  oure  disport*  in  pis  manere  / 
je  woltow  so  fou  sompnour  quod  pe  ffrere  /  840 

Now  by  my  fay  I  schal  er  fat*  I  go 
Telle  of*  a  Somnour  such  a  tale  or  tuo 
That*  alltf  fe  folk*  schulle  laughen  in  ))is  place 
Now  elles  feere  I  beschrewe  pj  face  844 

Quod  piB  somnour  and  I  byschrewe  me  / 
But*  if*  I  telle  pQ  tales  tuo  or  ])re 
Of*  freres  or  I  come  to  Sydyngbome 
pat*  I  schal  make  )>in  herte  for  to  mome  848 
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OROTJP  D.  §  L  wife's  fbeaxblb.  Crorpiu  MS. 

ffor  wel  I  wof  fj  pacience  is  gon 

Oure  hoste  cryde  pees  and  ^af  anon 

And  seyde  lat*  fe  womman  telle  hir  tale  / 

Ye  faien  as  folk*  ^at'  dionken  ben  of*  ale  852 

Do  dame  telle  for^  youre  tale  and  ^af  is  bests 

Al  redy  siie  quod  sche  righf  as  yow  leste 

pif  I  have  licens  o]f  pla  wor]>i  frere     9  MSaaamaw.  trioib,  m] 

f  Yis  dame  telle]  iorp  fi  tale  I  wol  heie  856 
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860 


8G4 


868 


\}  Heie  bigynneth]  pe  goode  wyaes  tale  of  bathe  ion  ir  m,  Ajt] 

rr  olde  dayes  of  pe  king*  artbour 
[OJf*  which  Jaf  britons  speken  gret*  honottr 
[A]l  was  fia  land  ful£ld  of>  fayerie 
[T]he  elfe  queen  with  hire  ioly  compaignie 
[D]aunced  wi]»outen  in  many  a  greene  meede 
[IJhis  was  pe  olde  opyniofi  as  I  rede 
[I  speke  of  many]  hundred  3eer  ago 
[But]  now  can  noman  see  non  elues  moo 
[For]  pQ  grete  charite  and  pe  preyeres 
[Of]  lymytoures  and  ojire  pouere  fireeres 
[l^hat*  serchen  eu^  land  and  euery  streem 
[A]s  Jukke  as  motes  in  pQ  sonne  beem) 
Blisaynge  haUes  chambres  boures 
[C]itees  burghes  castels  hihe  toures 
[T]hropes  hemes  schipenes  dayeries 
This  make^  ]>at*  per  ben  no  fayeries 
ffor  ])er  as  wonf  to  walke  was  an  elf 
Ther  walke]»  now  pe  lymytour  himself 
In  Tndermeles  and  in  morwenynges 
And  sei)>  his  matyns  and  his  holy  >inges 
As  he  go]»  in  his  lymytaciotoi 
Wommen  may  go  now  saufly  vp  and  doz^n 
In  euery  busch  or  vnder  euery  tree 
J^er  is  non  o])er  Incubus  but*  he 
And  he  wol  do  hem  but*  dishonour 
And  so  felle  it  /  ^at*  ^is  king*  arthour 
hadde  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bacheler 
p&if  on  a  day  cam  rydyng*  fro  ryuer 
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GBOUF  D.  §  £•  wife's  talb.  Corpus  MS. 

And  happed  alone  as  ache  was  bom 
he  sangK  a  mayden  walkyng*  him  biforn) 
Of^  which  mayde  maugre  hire  heed 

By  veiray  force  he  refte  hir  maydenhed  888 

ffoT  which  oppressiofl  was  such  clamour 
And  swich  puisute  vnto  pe  king*  artour  [btf  im»  m  ui] 

That*  dampned  was  pia  knight*  for  to  be  deed 
By  couis  of*  lawe  and  scholde  haue  lost*  Ms  heed  892 

Perauentuie  such  was  ^e  statute  po 
'  Buf  ])af  ]»e  queene  and  o]>er  ladyes  mo 
So  longe  preyede  )»e  king*  of^  grace  / 
Til  he  his  lijf*  him  graunted  in  ^e  place  896 

And  yaf*  him  to  ^e  queen  al  af  hire  wille 
To  cheese  whe]>er  sche  wolde  him  saue  or  spillo 
The  queen  J)anke]»  ^e  king*  with  all6  hiie  mights 
And  after  (is  ]}us  spak*  sche  to  ])e  knight*  900 

Whan  ]>at*  sche  seigh  hir  tyme  on  a  day 
J»ou  stondest*  jet*  qtcoc^  sche  in  such  amy 
])at*  of  ])i  lijfi  jef  hasf  ]>ou  no  suerte 
I  graunte  (e  lijfi  if*  (ou  canst*  telle  me  904 

What*  ])ing*  is  it/  ])at*  wommen  most  desiren 
Be  war  and  keep  \i  neeke  bon  from  yren 
And  if*  ])0u  cansf  nought*  telle  it*  me  anon 
jit/  wol  I  jiue  )»e  leue  for  to  gon  908 

A  twelf  monjie  and  a  day  to  seeke  and  ler^ 
An  answere  sufficant/  in  )»is  matiere 
And  seurte  wil  I  han  or  ]>af  \oxi  pace 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  ]>is  place  912 

Wo  was  ])is  knight*  and  somfully  he  8ike]i 
But  what*  he  may  not*  do  al  as  him  like]) 
And  at*  ]re  laste  he  chese  him  for  to  wende  / 
And  come  ajein  right*  at*  ^  yeres  ende  /  916 

With  ewich  answer*  as  god  wolde  him  p«rueye  / 
And  take(  his  leue  and  wende)i  for]i  his  weye 
he  seeke])  eueiy  hous  and  euery  place  / 
Wher  as  he  hope))  for  to  fynde  giaoe  920 

coiiFUs  tdf  (6-T.  teo) 
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GBOUP  D.  §  2.  wife's  tale.  Corpus  MS. 

To  leme  what^  Jying*  wommen  lonen  most^ 

But;*  he  now  conjie  anynen  in  no  coosf 

Wher  as  he  mighte  fynde  in  pia  matere  / 

Tao  creatures  acoidyng*  in  feeie  924 

Some  seyden  wo97imen  lone  best*  lichesse 

Some  seyde  honour  some  seyden  lolynesso  /       cicnf  lot,  b^k] 

Some  riche  array  some  seyden  lusf  a  hedde  / 

And  ofte  time  to  be  wydewe  and  wedde  /  928 

Some  seyden  )»at*  we  be  mosf  yesed 

Whan  ]Mif  we  ben  y-flatered  and  y-plesed 

he  gop  ful  neigh  fe  so])e  I  wol  naf  lye 

A  man  schal  wynne  yb  best*  wi]i  flaterie  932 

And  with  attendaunce  and  wip  besynesse 

Ben  we  y-lymed  bo^  more  and  lesse  / 

And  some  men  sein  how  paif  we  louen  best* 

ffor  to  be  fire  and  do  right*  as  vs  lest*  936 

And  paif  noman  /  repreue  vs  of*  oure  vice 

But*  seye  J^at*  we  be  wyse  and  noting*  nyce 

ffor  trewely.]rer  nys  non  of  vs  alle  / 

If  eny  wight*  wol  dawe  vs  on  ^  galle  /  940 

))af  we  nyl  loke  or  he  seijy  vs  so]i 

Assay  and  he  schal  fynde  if  ^af  he  do)» 

ffor  be  we  neuer  so  vicious  wi]yinne 

We  wil  be  holden  wys  and  clene  of*  synne  944 

And  some  men  sein  ^t*  gref  delyt*  haue  we 

ffor  to  be  holden  stable  and  ek*  secre 

And  in  oo  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle 

And  not*  bewreye  ]»ing*  p&V  men  vs  telle  948 

But  jMtt*  tale  is  not*  wor]»  a  rake  stele 

Paide  we  wommen  konnen  no]>ing*  hele 

Witnesse  on  Myda  wil  je  heero  pe  tale  / 

Ovideamonges  o)^er  ]»inges'smale  952 

Setthe  myda  hadde  vnder  his  longe  heris 

Growynge  vp  his  heed  two  assis  eeres 

pe  whiche  vice  he  hidde  as  he  best*  might* 

ffiil  sotilly  from  euezy  mannes  sight  956 

OOBFUS  240   (6-T.  361} 
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GROUP  D.  §  3.  wife's  tale.  Corpiu  H8. 

^ii*  saf  his  w^jf  fex  wist*  of*  it  no  mo 

he  loued  hire  most*  and  trosted  to  hire  also 

he  preyde  hire  most*  ])af  vnto  no  creature 

Sche  scholde  not*  tellen  of*  his  disfigure  960 

Sche  swor  him  nay  for  al  piB  world  to  wynne  / 

Sche  wolde  do  ^at*  vylanye  or  ))af  synne  Dmtm,jbr  iis] 

To  make  hire  housbonde  han  so  foul  a  name 

ffor  reproeuyng*  of*  him  and  foide  schame  964 

But*  na^eles  hir  ])oughte  )yat<  sche  dyde 

That*  sche  so  longe  scholde  a  counseil  hyde 

hir  |)oughf  if  saf  so  sore  aboute  hir  herte 

That*  needely  som  word  hir  most*  asterte  968 

And  si^l^e  sche  dorste  tellen  it  no  man 

Doun  to  a  mareys  faste  sche  ran 

Til  sche  cam  ])er  hir  herte  was  a  fyre 

And  as  a  bytore  bumlij)  in  fe  mjrre  972 

Sche  leyde  hire  mou)»  vnto  fe  water  doun) 

fiewreye  me  nought*  pon  water  with  ])y  soun 

Quod  sche  to  ^e  I  telle  it  and  nomo 

Myn  housebonde  ha]»  longe  asses  eeres  tuo  976 

Now  is  myn  herte  al  hool  now  if  is  oute 

I  mighf  no  lenger  kepe  if  ouf  of*  doute 

here  may  ^e  see  ^ough  we  a  tyme  abyde 

Yef  ouf  if  moof  we  mowe  no  counseil  hyde  980 

The  remenanf  of  ]»e  tale  if^  ye  wol  heere 

Bede]»  Ovyde  and  je  may  if  leere 

This  knighf  of  which  my  tale  is  specially 

Whan  )>af  he  saugh  he  mighte  noughf  come  perhj       984 

^is  is  to  seye  whaf  wommen  louen  mosf 

'Wi]>inne  his  herte  sorwful  was  fe  gosf 

Buf  home  he  go)>  he  mighte  noughf  soioume 

pe  day  was  come  )»af  homward  mosf  he  toume  988 

And  in  his  way  if  happed  him  to  ryde 

In  alld  his  care  mder  a  foresf  syde 

Wher  he  saugh  on  one  daunce  go 

Of  ladyes  xxiiig.  and  jif  mo  992 
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Toward  fe  dannce  be  diowe  him  yeme 

In  hope  yaP  som  wisdam  schulde  he  leme 

Bui^  certeinly  or  he  cam  fully  psre  / 

Yanyssched  was  fe  dannce  he  nyste  not  wherp  /  996 

No  creature  saugh  he  yot  bar  \yP 

Sane  in  fe  grene  he  saugh  tittyng*  a  wijf  OMfios, bwk] 

A  foulere  wight*  pet  may  non  deuyse 

Agayn  fe  knight*  pe  olde  wijf*  gan  arise  1000 

And  seyde  sire  knight*  here  for^  ne  li^  no  wey 

Telle  me  what*  ^f  ^e  seken  by  joure  fey 

Perauenture  it  may  fe  bettre  be  / 

This  olde  folk*  konne  mochel  finff  quod  sche  /  1004 

my  leeue  mooder  quod  pis  knighf  certeyn 

I  am  but*  ded  but*  if  )»af  I  can  seyn 

What*  fmff  it^  is  ))at*  wommen  most*  desire 

Cowde  ^e  me  wisse  I  wolde  wel  quyte  youre  byre        1008 

Plight*  me  ^i  trcmye  here  in  myn  hand  quod  sche 

The  nexte  ])ing*  ^t*  I  require  pe 

Thou  schalt*  if  do  if*  if  lye  in  ))y  might* 

And  I  wil  telle  if  ^ou  or  it  be  nighf  101 2 

haue  here  my  trou))e  quod  pe  knighf  I  grounte 

Than  quod  sche  I  may  me  wel  auaunte 

Thy  lyf*  is  sauf*  for  I  wol  stonde  ^r  by 

ypon  my  lijf"  ye  queen  wole  seye  as  I  1016 

laf  se  which  is  )>e  proudesf  of*  hem  al\e 

Thaf  were))  on  a  kerchef*  or  a  calle 

j^af  dar  say  nay  of  )>af  I  schal  ;ou  teche 

laf  Ts  go  foTp  wi]K)ute  lenger  speche  1020 

Tho  rowned  sche  a  pystel  in  his  eere 

And  bad  him  to  be  glad  and  haue  no  feere 

Whan  ^ey  be  comen  to  pe  courf  ]>is  knighf 

Seyde  he  hadde  holde  his  day  as  he  hadde  highf        1024 

And  redy  was  his  answers  as  he  sayde 

fful  many  a  noble  wijf*  and  many  a  mayde 

And  many  a  wydowe  for  f  af  J»ey  ben  wyse  / 

The  queen  bir  seluen  sittyng*  as  lustyse  1028 

COEPUS   242   (a-T.  363) 
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Assembled  ben  bis  answer  for  to  beere 

And  afterward  fis  knigbt*  was  bode  appeere 

And  faif  ^e  knig&f  sclial  telle  in  audience 

To  euery  wigbt*  comanded  was  scilence  1032 

Wbat^  f  ing*  |)at«  worldly  wommen  louen  meesf 

This  knight*  ne  stood  naf  stille  as  do]>  a  beesf  DMfio4,;brii8] 

Bnf  to  bis  questiofi  anon  answerde  / 

Witb  manly  vols  ]>at*  al  pe  court/  it  berde  1036 

My  liege  lady  generally  quod  be  / 

Womman  desire])  to  bane  soneraynte 

As  wel  ouer  bir  bousbonde  and  bire  lone 

And  for  to  be  in  maystrie  bim  aboue  1040 

]>is  is  ^oure  most*  desyr  })ougb  ^e  me  kiLl6 

Dop  as  you  Hst*  I  am  beer  at*  your  wille 

In  al  pe  court*  ne  was  per  wijf*  ne  mayde 

Ne  wydewe  pat*  contraried  pat*  be  sayde  1044 

But*  seyden  be  was  worpy  ban  bis  lijf* 

And  wip  pat  word  vp  sterte  pat*  olde  wij^ 

Wbicb  pat*  pe  knigbf  saugb  sittyng*  on  pe  grene 

Mercy  quod  scbe  my  souerayn  lady  queene/  1048 

Or  pat*  youre  court*  departe  do  me  rigbt* 

I  taugbte  pis  answere  vnto  pis  knigbt* 

£for  wbicb  be  pligbte  me  bis  treupe  pere 

Tbe  firste  ping*  I  wolde  of*  bim  requere  1052 

be  wolde  it*  do  if*  it*  lay  in  bis  migbf 

Byfore  pe  court*  pan  preye  I  pe  eire  knigbt* 

Quod  scbe  pat*  pou  me  take  vnto  pi  wijf* 

flfor  wel  pou  wost*  pat*  I  baue  kept*  py  lijf*  1056 

If*  I  seye  fals  sey  nay  vpon  py  fey 

Tbis  knigbt*  answerde  alias  and  weylowey 

I  wot*  rigbt*  wel  pat*  sucb  was  my  bibeste  / 

ffor  goddes  loue  cbese  a  newe  requeste/  1060 

Tak*  al  my  good  and  lat*  my  body  go 

Kay  pian  quod  scbe  I  scbrewe  vs  bope  tuo 

ffor  pougb  pat*  I  be  foule  and  olde  and  poure 

I  nolde  for  al  pe  metal  ne  for  oure  1064 
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^af  ynder  er])e  is  graue  or  Up  alK>Tie 

Buf  if«  fat  I  Jy  wyf"  were  and  Ji  loue 

My  loue  quod  he  nay  my  dampnacion 

Alias  ])af  eny  of*  my  naciofi  1068 

Scholde  euere  so  foule  y-disparaged  be 

But<  al  for  nong&f  J^e  ende  is  fis  ])af  he  [leaf  io4,  baek] 

Constreyned  was  he  nedes  moste  hire  wedde 

And  take})  ))is  olde  wijf  and  gop  to  bedde  1072 

Kow  wolden  some  men  seyn  p^rauentuie 

That  for  my  necgligence  I  do  no  cnie 

To  telle  30a  pQ  loye  and  fe  array 

That*  af  ]>e  feste  was  ])at<  ilke  day  1076 

To  which  ymff  schortly  answere  I  schal 

I  seye  per  was  no  ioye  ne  feste  at*  al 

^er  nas  buf  heuynesse  and  mochil  sorwe 

ffor  priuely  he  wedded  hire  on  a  morwe  1080 

And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  owle  / 

So  wo  was  him  his  w\jf<  loked  so  foule 

Gref  was  ^e  sorwe  ^e  knight*  hadde  in  his  ])ought* 

Whan  he  was  witfi  his  wyf*  a  bedde  brought*  1084 

he  walwej)  and  tome))  to  and  fro 

his  olde  wijf*  lay  smylyng*  eueremo 

And  seide  0  dere  housbonde  o  b^nedicite 

ffare])  eueiy  knight*  ^us  with  his  w^f*  as  je  1088 

Is  ])is  fe  lawe  of*  king  arthures  hous 

Is  euery  knight*  of*  his  loue  ])us  daungerous 

I  am  jour  owne  loue  and  eek*  joure  wijf* 

I  am  sche  which  ])at*  saued  ha^  joure  lijf*  1092 

And  certes  jit*  dede  I  30U  neuer  ynrighf 

Why  fare  je  ])us  wi))  me  fe  ferste  night 

je  faren  like  a  man  ^af  hadde  lost*  his  wit 

fify  what*  is  my  gilt*  for  godes  loue  tel  if  1096 

And  it*  schal  ben  amended  if*  I  may 

Amended  quod  ])i8  knight*  nay  nay 

That*  wil  nat*  ben  amended  neueremo 

])ou  art*  so  lo])ly  and  so  olde  also  1100 
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And  ^T-to  comen  of  so  lowli  a  kynde 

That*  litel  wonder  is  ]>oagh  I  walwe  &  Mrynde 

So  wolde  god  mjn  herte  wolde  breste 

Is  pla  quod  sclie  ^e  cause  of*  joure  vnreste  f  1 104 

^e  *  certeinly  quod  he  no  wonder  is 

Now  sire  quod  sche  I  couj^e  amende  al  J^is         ciMnos^/briu] 

If*  ])af  me  liste  or  it  were  dayes  pie 

So  wel  je  mighte  here  ym  vnto  me  1108 

IF  But*  for  30  speken  of*  such  gentilesse    ir  i^o^a  b«'  ^0  NobUitota 

As  is  descended  out*  of*  alle  richesee  / 

y&if  ^erfore  schulden  je  be  gentil  men 

Such  erregance  nys  nat*  worjy  an  hen  1112 

lo  who  ])af  most*  is  virtuous  alway 

Preuy  and  aperte  and  mosf  endep  ay 

To  do  pQ  gentil  dedes  J^at*  he  can 

And  take  him  for  ^e  grettesf  gentil  man  1116 

Crisf  wole  we  clayme  of*  him  oure  gentilnesse 

Kaf  of  oure  eldres  for  here  olde  richesse 

ffor  Jyough  ])ey  jeue  vs  alls  here  heritage 

ffor  which  we  clayme  to  be  of*  heigh  parage  1120 

^ef  may  pej  not*  bequej^e  for  no  Jing* 

To  non  of*  vs  here  vertuous  lyuyng* 

That*  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  be 

And  bad  vs  folwen  hem  in  such  degre  1124 

Wel  can  J)e  wise  poete  of"  fflorence 

Thaf  highte  dante  speke  in  J^is  sentence 

Lo  in  swich  maner  ryme  is  dauntes  tale 

fful  seelde  vp  rise])  by  his  branches  smale  1128 

Prowesse  of*  man  for  god  of  his  prowesse  / 

Wil  ]»af  of  hiTn  we  clayme  oure  gentilnesse 

ffor  of  oure  eldres  may  we  no])ing*  clayme 

Buf  temperel  ^ing*  )»at*  we  may  hurte  and  mayme        1132 

Et  euery  wighf  wof  f  is  as  wel  as  I 

If  gentilesse  were  plaunted  naturelly 

Vnto  a  certein  linage  doun  pe  lyne 

Pryue  and  aperte  ]7anne  wolde  ]>ey  neuer  fyne  1136 
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To  don  of*  gentilesse  ])e  £Edie  office 

J>ey  mighteD  do  no  vylanye  ne  vice 

Tak*  fyie  and  bere  it*  in  pe  derkesf  hous 

Bitwixe  ])is  and  pe  mount*  of*  Caucasous  1140 

And  lat*  men  schette  ]>e  dores  and  go  )>enne 

jet*  wol  J)e  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne  [ieirfi«,i»ck] 

As  ))Oug&  a  ))0U8and  men  mig&t*  it  beholde 

his  office  naturel  ay  wol  it*  Lolde  /  1144 

vp  peril  of*  lyf*  til  fat*  it  dye  / 

here  may  je  se  wel  how  fat*  genterie  / 

Is  not*  annexed  to  possessiofl 

Siffe  folk*  do  nat*  here  operaciofi  1148 

alwey  as  doj)  fe  fir  lo  in  his  kinde 

flfor  god  if  wot*  men  may  f ul  often  fynde 

A  lordes  sone  do  schame  and  vilanye 

And  he  J?at*  wol  haue  pris  of*  his  gentrie  1162 

£for  he  was  boren  of*  a  gentil  hous 

And  hadde  lus  eldres  noble  and  vertuous 

And  nyl  himseluen  do  no  gentil  dedes 

Ne  folwe  his  gentil  ancestry  fat*  ded  is  1156 

he  nys  nat*  gentil  be  he  duk*  or  eerie 

ffor  yyleyns  synful  dedes  make  a  cheerle 

fifor  gentilnesse  nys  but*  reneute 

Of*  fin  ancestres  for  here  beaute  1160 

Which  is  a  strong*  f  ing*  for  f  i  persone 

The  gentilesse  comef  fro  god  aUone 

Thanne  comef  oure  verray  gentilesse  of*  grace 

It*  was  nofing*  byquef  e  vs  wif  oure  place  /  1 164 

f  inkef  how  noble  as  seif  Valerius 

Was  f  ilke  Tullit^  hostilius 

That*  out*  of*  pouert*  ros  to  heigh  noblesse 

Kedef  Senec/  and  redef  eek  Boesse  /  ,1 168 

f er  schulde  je  seen  expres  fat*  if  no  dredis 

Thaf  he  is  gentU  f  af  dof  gentil  dedis 

And  f  erfore  deere  housebonde  I  f  us  conclude 

Al  were  if  f af  myn  ancestres  were  rude  1172 
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jet*  may  j>at;'  heye  god  and  so  hope  I 

Graunte  me  grace  to  lyue  vertuously 

Thanne  am  I  gentil  whan  J>at*  I  begynne 

To  lyuen  virtuously  and  weyuen  synne  1176 

And  ^er  as  ye  of*  pouert*  me  repreue 

The  hihe  god  on  whom  |>at*.we  bileeue  peaf  io6,>brii5a] 

In  wilful  pouerf  chese  to  leese  his  Igf*  No<adepMLiMrt«u 

And  certes  eu^ry  man  and  mayde  and  wijf*  1180 

May  ynderstonde  ihesn  heueh  king* 

l^e  wolde  not*  chese  a  vicious  lyuyng* 

Glad  pouerf  is  an  honest*  J)ing*  certeyn 

]»is  wille  Senec*/  and  o]>er  clerkes  sein  1184 

Who  so  ^at*  holt?  him  payed  of*  his  pouert* 

J  holde  him  riche  al  hadde  he  nought*  Cert* 

he  fat*  coueyte}>  is  a  pouere  wight* 

ffor  he  wolde  han  ])at*  nys  nat*  in  his  might  1188 

But*  he  ])af  nought*  hsip  ne  couey  te])  to  haue 

Is  riche  al  ]>ough  men  holde  him  but  a  knaue 

Verray  pouert*  is  synne  proprely 

luuenal  sei]>  of*  pouerf  myrily  1192 

The  pouere  man  whan  he  gof  by  pe  way 

Bifore  pe  f  cues  he  may  synge  and  play 

Pouerf  is  hatel  good  and  as  I  gesse  / 

A  ful  gref  brynger  ouf  of*  busynesse  1 196 

A  gref  amender  eek*  of*  Sapience 

To  him  ])af  lacke])  it  in  pacience 

Pouerf  is  piB  al  ])Ougli  if  seme  alenge 

Possessiofi  ]>af  no  wighf  wol  chalenge  1200 

Pouerf  ful  often  whan  a  man  is  lowe 

Make)»  his  god  and  eek*  himself*  to  knowe 

Pouerf  a  spectacle  is  as  ])inke)^  me 

fuigh.  which  he  may  his  verray  freendes  se  1204 

And  ])erfore  syn  ])af  I  you  noughf  greue 

Of*  my  pouerte  nomore  me  repreue 

Now  sire  of*  eelde  je  reproeue  me 

And  certes  sire  ]>ough  non  auctorite  1208 
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Were  in  no  book*  /  je  gentil  of*  honour 

Seyn  paV  men  schulde  an  old  w^'f<  do  fauour 

And  clepe  him  fader  for  3our  gentilnesee  / 

And  auctours  schal  I  fynden  as  I  gesse  /  1212 

"Now  ]>er  je  seyn  ])af  I  am  foul  and  olde 

Than  drede  30a  nought*  to  ben  a  cokewolde         [loarioe.  b^kj 

ffor  fdj>e  and  helj^e  al  so  mote  I  ]>e 

Ben  grete  wardeyns  vpon  chastite  121G 

But*  na])eles  syn  I  knowe  ^oure  delyt* 

I  schal  fulfille  your  worldly  appetyt* 

Chees  now  quod  sche  on  of*  )>ese  J^inges  tweye  / 

To  han  me  foule  and  olde  til  ]?at*  I  deye  1220 

And  be  to  jow  a  trewe  humble  wijf* 

And  neuere  jow  displese  in  aDe  my  lijf" 

Or  elles  je  wol  haue  me  jong*  and  fair 

And  take  jour  auenture  of*  pe  repair  1224 

That*  schal  come  to  your  hous  by  cause  of*  me 

Or  in  som  o])er  place  wel  may  be 

iN'ow  chees  jour  seluen  whe]7er  jmif  30U  like)) 

))is  knighf  auysed  him  and  sore  sike))  1228 

But*  atte  laste  he  seyde  in  J^is  manere 

My  lady  and  my  loue  and  wijf*  so  deere 

I  putte  me  in  joure  wise  gouernafice 

Ghese])  jour  self*  which  may  be  most*  plesance  1232 

And  most*  honour  to  yow  and  me  also 

I  do  no  force  Je  whef  er  of*  pe  tuo 

fifbr  as  jou  like])  it  suffice^  me 

])anne  haue  I  gote  of*  jou  maystrie  quod  sche  1236 

Syn  I  may  cheese  and  goueme  as  me  list* 

je  certes  wijf*  quod  he  I  holde  it*  for  best* 

kisse  me  quod  sche  we  be  no  lenger  wro))e  / 

ffor  by  my  trou))e  I  wol  be  to  yow  bofe  1 240 

])is  is  to  sein  /  to  be  bo])e  fair  and  good 

I  pray  to  god  ^af  I  mote  steruen  wood 

But*  I  to  jou  be  also  sad  and  trewe  / 

As  euer  was  wijf*  syn  ^at*  pe  world  was  newe  1244 
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And  but*  I  be  to  morwe  as  £Eiir  to  seene 

As  eny  lady  emp<;rice  or  queene  / 

^af  is  bitwen  ^e  esf  and  eek<  pe  weste  /• 

Do  wij»  my  l^jf*  and  dep  rig&t*  as  30U  leste  1248 

Casf  yp  pe  curteyne  loke  how  it  is  /  c«o««M«/fa<^io6] 

And  whanne  )»af  ])e  knighf  sawb  al  ]}is  o««fn5  6] 

That*  scbe  so  £bl\i  was  and  so  ymfg*  perio 

ffor  ioye  he  hente  hii  in  his  armes  tuo  1252 

his  herte  ba])ed  in  a  ba]»  o^  blisse 

A  )»oasand  tyme  a  rowe  he  gan  hire  kisse 

And  sche  obeyed  him  in  euery  J^ing* 

Thaf  mighte  doon  him  pieisance  or  likyng*  1256 

And  ]»us  pej  lyned  vnto  here  lyues  ende 

In  perfyf  ioye  and  ihem  crist*  vs  sende 

honsbondes  meke  ^onge  and  freissche  abedde 

And  grace  to  oaerlede  hem  )»af  we  wedde  1260 

And  eek*  I  pray  to  Ihe^u  schorte  here  lyues 

Thaf  wol  nof  be  gouemed  by  here  wyues 

And  olde  and  angry  nyggardes  of*  dispence  1263 

Ood  send  hem  sone  a  verray  pestilence  V  Explicit 
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If  Here  bygynne))  fe  prologe  of*  fe  firere  / 

ris  wor)»y  lymytour  Jis  noble  ffrere        H  Incipit*  pro 
he  made  alway  lowrynge  cheere  logo*  fTra/m 

ypon  ))e  somnour  but*  for  honeste 
No  vyleynes  word  as  ^it*  spak*  he  /  1268 

But*  atte  laste  he  seyde  vnto  ^  wijf^ 
Dame  goode  god  jif*  ^ou  right*  good  lijf* 
3e  han  touched  heer  al  so  mote  I  pe 
In  scole  matier  gret*  difficulte  1272 

Je  han  seid  mochel  ^ing*  right*  wel  I  seye 
But*  dame  heere  as  we  ryden  by  J>e  weye 
Ys  nede^  nat*  to  speken  but*  of  game 
And  late  auctoritees  a  goddes  name  1276 

To  preching*  &  to  scole  eek*  of*  clergie  / 
But*  if*  it*  like  vnto  pis  companye 
I  wol  30U  of*  a  somnour  telle  a  game 
Parde  ^e  may  wel  knowe  by  pe  name  1280 

That*  of*  no  somnour  may  no  good  be  sayd 
I  pray  ])at*  non  of*  30U  be  yuele  payd 
A  somnour  is  a  romere  vp  and  douid 
Wi])  amendemenf  of*  fomicacioun  1284 

And  is  y-bete  at*  eu^ry  townes  ende  cleans, bade] 

Oure  host*  ]>o  spak*  a  sire  ^e  scholde  ben  heende 
And  curteys  as  a  man  of*  ^our  astaf 
In  companye  we  wille  no  debat*  /  1 288 

Telle])  }oure  tale  and  late]>  ])e  somnour  be 
Nay  qiufd  pe  somnour  lat*  him  seye  to  me 
What*  so  him  Ust*  whan  it  com))  to  my  lot* 
By  god  I  schal  him  quiten  eu^ry  grot*  1292 

I  schal  him  telle  such  a  gret*  honour 
It*  is  to  be  a  flateryng*  lymytour 
And  eek*  of*  ful  many  an  ofer  cryme 
Which  nede])  nat/  rehersen  at  pis  tyme  1296 

And  his  office  I  schal  him  telle  y-wys 
Oure  host*  answerde  pees  nomore  of*  ^is 
And  afterward  he  seyde  vnto  pe  frere  / 
Telle  ioTp  joure  tale  my  leue  mayster  deere  1300 
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II  Here  bygynneth  fe 
liilom  fev  was  dwelljng*  in  Couentre    IT  f&eres  tale 

An  erchedekne  a  man  of*  heih.  degre 

Thaf  boldely  dide  execucion 

In  punysschyng*  of*  fornicacion  1304 

Of*  wichcraf*  and  eek*  of"  Bawderie 

Of  dififamacio£L  and  anoutrie 
Of  cliivcbe  reeues  and  of  testamentes 
Of  contiactes  and  of  lak<  of  sacramenies  1308 

Of  vsure  and  Symonye  also 
But*  certes  lecchours  dede  he  grettesf  wo 
They  scholden  syngen  if  fey  were  hent 
And  smale  ty feres  weren  foule  y-schent  1312 

If  eny  persofi  wolde  vpon  hem  pleyne 
Ther  might*  astirte  him  no  pecunial  peyne 
ffor  smale  tyf  es  and  eek<  for  smal  o£&ynge 
he  made  fe  poeple  spitously  to  synge  1316 

ffor  or  fe  bisschop  caught*  hem  wif  his  hook* 
They  weren  in  fe  Erchedeknes  book* 
And  fanne  hadde  he  furgh  his  lurdictiofi 
Power  to  don  on  hem  correction  1320 

he  hadde  a  somnour  redy  to  his  hande  ciwf  ii«] 

A  sleyere  boy  was  non  in  engelande 
ffor  sotilly  he  hadde  his  especiaile 

Thaf  taughte  him  where  fat*  him  mighte  auayle  1324 

he  coude  spare  of  lecchours  on  or  tuo 
To  techen  him  to  foure  and  twenty  mo 
ffor  f  ough  f  is  somnour  wood  were  as  an  hare 
To  telle  his  harlottrie  I  wil  not*  spare  1328 
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ffoT  we  ben  oute  of*  here  correct/on 
They  lian  of*  vs  no  luiesdictiofl 
We  neuer  schullen  terme  of*  all<;  hire  lyues 
Petur  80  ben  )>e  wommen  of*  ])e  Stjues  1332 

Quod  fis  Somnour  y-putt*  out*  of*  oure  cure 
Pees  with  meschance  and  with  mjsauenture 
Thas  scyde  oure  host*  and  let*  him  telle  his  tale 
Now  telle])  forjy  and  late  ]>e  somnour  gale  1336 

Ne  spareji  nought*  myn  oughne  niaieter  deere 
ThiB  fiEdse  j^eef*  J^is  somnot^r  quod  )>e  ffrere  / 
hadde  alwey  bawdes  redy  to  his  hond 
As  eny  hauke  to  lure  in  Engelond  1340 

That*  telle  him  al  )»e  secre  J>af  ]>ey  knewe 
ffor  here  aqueintance  was  nat*  come  of*  newe 
j)ey  weren  his  approwours  priuely 

he  tok*  himself  a  gret*  profyt  ferhj  1344 

his  maister  knew  nat*  alwey  what*  he  wan 
Wi])outen  maundement*  of*  a  lewed  man 
he  coude  somne  on  peyne  of*  cnstes  curs 
And  pej  were  ynly  gladde  to  fille  his  purs  1348 

And  made  him  grete  festes  atte  nale 
And  right*  as  ludas  hadde  purses  smale 
And  was  a  peet*  right*  swich  a  peef*  was  he 
his  mayster  hadde  but*  half*  his  dewete  1352 

he  was  if*  I  schal  jiuen  him  his  laude 
A  theef*  and  eek*  a  sompnot^r  and  a  baude 
he  hadde  eek*  wenches  of*  his  retenue 
That*  whe]»er  ]>at*  air  Eoberd  or  stV  huwe  1356 

Or  lohn  or  Eauf*  or  who  )»at*  if  were  n«ni6»  bMk] 

That*  lay  by  hem  ])af  tolde  it  in  his  eere 
Thus  was  pe  wenche  and  he  of*  oon  assent* 
And  he  wolde  fecche  a  feyned  maundement*  1360 

And  somne  hem  to  pe  Chapitre  bo)»e  tuo 
And  pile  pe  man  and  late  ^e  wenche  go 
panne  wolde  he  seye  I  schal  fteend  for  py  sake 
Do  strike  pe  out*  of  oure  lettres  blake  1364 
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fo  fai  nomore  as  in  ^is  caa  trauayle 

I  am  fi  frend  per  I  ])e  may  auayle  ^ 

Certein  he  knew  of*  briberies  mo 

^an  possible  is  to  telle  30a  vnto  1368 

ffor  in  ^is  worlde  is  dogge  for  no  bowe 

Thaf  knew  an  hurf  deer  from  an  old  bite  kowe 

Than  ))af  ]yis  sompnour  knew  a  sleigh  lecchonr 

Or  avouter  or  elles  a  paramour  1372 

And  for  ])af  was  ])e  fruyf  of  all6  ]>e  rent 

Theifoie  on  it*  he  sette  al  his  entent 

And  so  bifelld  ]»af  ones  on  a  day 

This  somnonr  euer  waytyng*  on  his  pray  1376 

Rode  for  to  somne  an  old  wij^  a  ribibe 

ffeynyng<  a  cause  for  he  wolde  bribe 

And  happede  ^af  he  seigh  byfore  bym  ryde  / 

A  gay  yoman  ynder  a  foresf  syde  1380 

A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighf  and  keene 

he  hadde  yppon  a  courtepy  of*  grene  / 

An  hatte  vppon  his  heed  wi]i  f renges  blake 

Sire  qtiod  fw  Sompnour  hail  and  wel  atake  /  1384 

Welcome  quod  he  and  euery  good  felawe 

Whider  ridestow  ynder  pis  greene  schawe 

Seyde  pia  jeman  wilt*  ]>ou  fer  to  day 

This  somnour  him  answeide  and  seyde  nay  1388 

here  faste  by  quod  he  is  myn  entente 

To  ryden  for  to  reysen)  vp  a  rente  / 

It*  longe])  to  my  lordes  dewete 

Art^  fovL  ]>anne  a  baillif*  30  quod  he  1392 

he  doTste  noujt*  for  yemj  Glpe  and  schame  P«f  in] 

Seie  ]>af  he  was  a  somnour  for  fe  name 

Depardieux  quod  ^is  ^oman  dere  broker 

^ou  art*  a  bailly  and  I  am  anoper  1396 

I  am  ynknowen  as  in  ]>is  cuntre 

Of*  pm  aqueintance  I  wil  pieye  pe 

And  eek*  of*  bre)}erhode  if*  ]}at*  ])ou  leste 

I  haue  golds  and  siluer  in  my  cheste  1400 
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Ifi  J^at*  ))e  happed  come  in-to  oure  schiie 

Al  schal  be  pia  righf  as  )>ou  wolf  desyr^ 

Graunf  mercy  qtzod  fia  somnour  by  my  feij> 

Euerich  in  o]>ere8  bond  bis  tiou])e  leiji  1404 

ffor  to  be  swore  hroper  til  fey  deye 

and  wif  ])at<  word  pej  ryden  for]>  bere  weye 

Tbis  somnour  vdp  ])af  was  so  / 

As  ful  of*  yenym  ben  pia  wary-angles  1408 

And  euer  enquiryng^  vpon  eueTy  f  ing* 

"Bioper  quod  be  wber  is  ^oure  dwellyng* 

Anof er  day  if*  I  scbolde  30a  secbe 

Tbis  joman  bim  answerde  in  softe  specbe  1412 

"Broper  quod  be  fer  in  pe  Nor]>  cuntre 

Wber  as  I  bopo  som  tyme  I  scbal  pe  se 

Or  we  departe  I  scbal  pe  so  wel  wisse 

Tbaf  of*  myn  bous  scbalf  ])ou  neuer  misse  /  1416 

Now  bro])er  quod  pis  sompno7«r  I  30U  pray 

Tecbe  me  wbil  we  ryden  by  J>e  way  / 

Syn  f  af  je  ben  a  baillyf  as  am  I 

Som  subtilte  telle  me  fei]>fully  1420 

In  myn  office  bow  ]yaf  I  may  most*  wynne 

And  spare])  not*  for  conscience  ne  synne 

Buf  as  my  bro)>er  tell  me  bow  do  3e 

Now  by  my  tron])e  brojyer  deere  seyde  be  1424 

As  I  scbal  tellen  pe  a  fei]>ful  tale  / 

My  wages  ben  ful  streyte  and  smale  / 

My  lord  is  bard  to  me  and  daungerous 

And  my  office  ful  laborious  1428 

And  ])erfore  by  extorciouns  I  lyue  nMfur.biidci 

ffor  Bope  I  [take]  al  paif  men  wil  me  3iue 

Algate  be  sleigte  or  violence 

ffrom  3eer  to  ^er  I  wynne  al  my  dispence  /  1 432 

I  can  no  bettre  tellen  fei])fully 

Now  certes  quod  pia  sompnoz^r  so  fare  I* 

I  spare  not*  to  take  god  it*  wof 

But*  if*  if  be  to  beuy  or  to  boof  1436 
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Whaf  I  may  gete  in  counseil  pnuely 

No  maner  conscience  of*  ]>af  haue  I 

"Ner  myn  extorcion  I  mightf'  nojf  lyaen 

Of^  swiche  iapes  wil  I  naf  be  schriueu  1440 

Stomake  ne  fro  conscience  knowe  I  noon 

I  schiewe  ^ese  schxiftefadres  euerichon 

Wei  he  we  mette  by  god  and  by  seinf  lame 

Bat*  leeue  bro]^6r  telle  me  ]»anne  ]>y  name  1444 

Quod  ]>i3  somnour  in  ^is  mene  while 

This  jeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle 

Broper  quod  he  wiltow  ^af  I  pe  telle 

I  am  a  steae  my  dwellyng<  is  in  helle  1448 

And  heer  I  ryde  aboute  my  purchasyng* 

To  wite  wher  men  wil  ^if*  me  eny  )>ing* 

my  purchace  is  to  fette  of*  all^  my  rente 

loke  how  ]>ou  rydesf  for  )>e  same  entente  1452 

To  Wynne  good  ^ou  rekkest*  neuer  how 

Kight*  so  fare  I  for  ryde  wolde  I  now 

vnto  ^e  worldes  ende  for  a  preye 

A  quod  pia  somnour  benedicite  what*  30  seye  1456 

I  wende  je  were  a  yoman  trewely 

3e  han  a  mannes  schappe  as  wel  as  I 

han  je  a  figure  ))anne  determinaf 

In  helle  ^r  30  ben  in  30ure  estat*  1460 

l^ay  certeinly  quod  he  per  han  we  noon 

Buf  whan  ys  like^  we  can  take  vs  oon) 

Or  elles  make  30U  wene  we  ben  schape 

80m  tyme  [like]  a  man  or  like  an  ape  /  1464 

Or  Ilk*  an  aungel  can  I  ryde  or  go  neaf  us] 

If  is  no  wonder  })ing*  ]>ough  it  be  so 

A  lousy  iogulour  can  deceyue  ^e 

And  par  de  3if  can  I  more  craft*  )>an  he  /  1468 

Why  q?iod  fis  somnour  ryde  30  ))anne  or  gon 

In  sondry  schappe  and  nat*  alwey  in  oon 

ffor  we  quod  he  wille  vs  swich  forme  make 

As  most*  able  is  oure  prayes  for  to  take  1472 
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Whaf  make])  30a  to  han  al  )?is  labour 

fful  many  a  cause  leeue  sire  somonour 

Sejde  \fia  feend  but*  al  ^mff  ha])  tyme 

The  day  is  schort*  and  if  is  passed  prime  1476 

And  9et*  ne  wan  I  no  ^g*  in  ^is  day 

I  wil  entende  to  wynnyng*  if*  I  may 

And  naf  entende  oure  wittes  to  declare 

ffor  broker  myn  ]>i  witte  is  al  to  bare  1480 

To  vnderstonde  )k)u^  I  tolde  hem  pe 

But*  for  )k>u  axesf  whi  labouren  we 

ffor  somtyme  ben  we  goddes  instrumei^ 

And  menes  to  do  his  comaundementz  1484 

Whan  ]}af  him  lisf  rpon  his  creatures 

In  diuerse  acte  and  in  diners  figures 

Wipouten  him  we  han  no  might*  certayn 

If*  ]>af  him  list-e  to  stonden  ^er  agayn  1488 

And  som  time  at*^  oure  praye  han  we  leue 

Only  ]»  body  and  not*  fe  soule  greeue  / 

Witnesse  on  lob  whom  fat*  we  dyden  wo 

And  som  tyme  han  we  mi^t*  of*  bo))e  tao  1492 

pis  is  to  seyn  of*  soule  and  body  eeke 

And  som  tyme  we  ben  sufired  for  to  seeke 

ypon  a  man  and  do  his  soule  vnreste 

Nat*  his  body  and  al  is  for  pe  beste  1496 

Whan  he  wif  stonde])  oure  temptaciofi 

It*  is  a  cause  of*  his  saluaciofk 

Al  be  it*  paif  it  was  not*  oure  entente 

he  schulde  be  sauf*  but*  ^t*  we  wolde  him  hente  1500 

And  som  tyme  be  we  seniantz  vn-to  man  D^f  ii8,i)Mk3 

As  pe  erchebisschop^  seint*  Dunstan 

And  to  pe  apostles  seruant/  was  I 

^et*  telle])  me  qiiod  pe  somnour  fei])fully  1504 

Make  je  30W  newe  bodyes  ])us  alwey 

Of*  elementz  pe  feend  answerde  nay 

Som  tyme  we  feyne  and  som  tyme  we  arise  / 

WiJ)  dede  bodyes  in  ful  sondry  wise  1508 
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And  speke  as  lenabelj  and  faire  and  wel 

As  to  ])e  phitonessa  dede  Samuel  / 

And  ^it^  wol  some  men  say  it;'  was  nafc*  he 

I  do  no  force  of*  ^ouie  diuinite  1512 

But*  o  ^ing<  wame  I  ]>e  I  wil  naf  lape 

Thou  wilt*  algates  wite  how  we  be  schape  / 

]>ou  schalf  her  aftirward  my  hiofer  deere 

Come  wher  ]>e  needejy  naf  of*  me  to  leere  1516 

ffor  f ou  schalf  by  J>in  owne  experience 

Come  in-to  ]>e  chayer  rede  fis  sentence 

Bef  )>an  viigile  whil  he  was  a  lyue 

Or  dante  also  now  laf  ys  ryde  blyue  1520 

ffor  I  wU  holde  company  wijj  Jje 

Til  if  be  so  ]>af  fou  forsake  me 

Nay  quod  ])iB  somnour  ])af  schal  naf  betyde 

I  am  a  3eman  knowe  is  ful  wyde  1524 

my  trou])e  wil  I  holde  to  ])e  as  in  pis  cas 

ffor  fej  ]k)u  were  pe  deuyl  Sathanas 

My  trou])e  wil  I  holde  to  my  brojer 

As  I  am  swome  and  eche  of*  ys  to  oJ)er  1528 

ffor  to  be  trewe  bro])er  in  ])iB  cas 

And  htoper  we  gon  to  oure  purchas 

Take  fou  ))y  parf  whaf  men  pQ  wole  yiue 

And  I  schal  myn  )>U9  may  we  bo^e  lyue  1532 

And  if*  ])af  eny  of*  vs  haue  more  p&n  oj^er 

laf  him  be  trewe  and  parte  if  wi])  his  broj^er 

I  graunte  quod  pe  deuyl  by  my  fay 

And  wij)  faf  word  pey  ryden  for  J  here  way  1536 

And  righf  af  Jyentryng*  of*  pe  tounes  ende  Qeaf  ii9] 

To  which  pe  somnour  schop  him  for  to  wende 

They  say  a  carte  ])af  chaiged  was  with  hey 

Which  )»af  a  cartere  drof*  for])  on  his  wey  1540 

Deep  was  ^e  wey  for  whiche  ^e  carte  strood 

This  cartere  smof  and  striued  as  he  were  wood 

hayf  brok*  hayf  scof  whaf  spare  we  for  pe  stones 

The  feend  quo])  he  30W  fecche  bo^e  body  and  bones  /  1544 
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As  ferforjyly  as  eueie  were  ^e  foled 

So  moche  woo  as  I  haue  for  30U  ))oled 

fe  deuel  haue  al  boj^e  hors  and  cart*  and  hej 

^oughte-  ^is  somnovr  he  schulle  we  haue  a  plej  1548 

And  neer  ]>e  feend  he  drough  as  nought;'  ne  were 

fful  priuely  and  rouned  in  his  eere 

herkne  my  bro])er  herkne  by  ]>y  fei]) 

herestow  naf  how  fe  cartere  aeip  1552 

hente  if  anone  for  he  ha^  jiuen  ^e 

Bo]»e  hey  and  carte  and  eeb  his  caples  J^re  / 

Kay  quod  ^e  deuyl  god  not*  neuer  a  del 

If  is  not*  his  entente  truste  me  wel  1556 

Aske  him  ])iself  if*  pon  nat*  trowesf  me 

Or  elles  stynte  a  while  and  fon  schalf  se 

This  carter  ))akked  his  hors  on  ye  croupe  / 

And  ^ey  bygonne  to  drawe  and  to  stoupe  /  1560 

hayf  now  quod  he  J)af  Ih^^u  crisf  30U  blisse 

And  alld  his  hondywerk*  hope  more  and  lesse  / 

faf  was  wel  twighf  myn  owne  lyard  boy 

I  pray  god  saue  ^e  and  seinte  Loy .  1564 

Now  is  my  carte  out/  of*  f e  slough  par  de 

lo  bro]>er  (^uod  J)e  feend  what*  tolde  I  fe  / 

here  may  ye  see  myn  oughne  deere  bro]>6r 

The  carle  spak*  0  ping*  but*  he  )>ought<  ajioper  1568 

late  YS  go  for)>  abouten  oure  viage 

here  wynne  I  no])ing*  vpon  cariage 

Whan  ]»af  ))ey  comen  somwhat  out*  of*  pe  toun) 

Jpis  somnour  to  his  bro])er  gan  to  rouh)  1572 

Bro)>er  qtuxl  he  herd  wone])  an  old  rebekke  [iMf  119,  baok] 

That*  hadde  almost*  as  leaf  to  leese  hir^  necke 

As  for  to  jiue  a  peny  of*  hire  good 

I  wil  haue  twelue  pens  ])ough  ))at*  sche  be  wood  1576 

Or  I  wille  sompne  hire  to  oure  office 

And  3it*  god  woot*  of  hire  knowe  I  no  vice 

But*  for  ))ou  canst*  nat*  as  in  fis  contre 

Wynne  ]>i  coste  tak  hero  ensample  of/  me  1 580 
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This  sonmour  clappe])  af  ^e  wydowes  gate 

Com  ouf  he  seyde  ))0U  olde  yiritrate 

I  tiowe  ]>oa  hast*  som  frere  or  presf  wi]>  ^e 

Who  clappe])  seyde  Jis  wyf*  bcnedicite  1584 

God  saue  30U  sire  what*  is  jour  swete  wille 

I  haue  quod  he  a  somonur  of*  J^e  here  a  bille 

vp  peyne  of*  cuisyng*  loke  ]>at*  f ou  be 

To  morwe  bifoni)  oure  erchedekenes  kne  1588 

To  answere  to  pe  court*  of*  certein  fingea 

Now  lord  quod  sche  crist  ihesu.  heuen  kinge« 

So  wisly  helpe  me  as  I  ne  may 

I  haue  ben  syk*  and  ^af  ful  many  a  day  1 592 

I  may  naf  gon  so  fer  quod  sche  ne  ryde 

Buf  I  be  deed  so  prike]>  it*  in  my  syde  / 

May  I  naf  axe  a  libel  sire  somono?(r 

And  answere  )>ere  by  my  procutour  1596 

To  swich  a  fing*  as  men  wolde  appose  me  / 

jis  quod  ])is  somnour  pay  anon  lat*  se 

Twelue  pens  to  me  and  I  wil  ])e  aquite 

I  schal  no  profyt*  haue  ]»er-by  but*  lite  1600 

My  maister  ha])  fe  "profji/  and  nat*  I 

Come  of*  and  late  me  ryden  hastily 

5eue  me  twelue  [pens]  I  may  no  lenger  tarye 

twelue  quod  sche  lady  seinte  marie  1 604 

So  wisly  help  me  ouf  of*  care  and  synne 

pia  wyde  world  ])ough  p&V  I  scholde  it  wynne 

Ke  haue  I  nof  x\j.  pens  wi^inne  myn  holde 

)e  knowen  wel  paif  I  am  pouer  and  olde  1608 

ky|)e  ^oure  almesse  on  me  pouere  wrecche  [i«*f  iso] 

Kay  ))anne  quod  he  ]>e  foule  feend  me  fecohe 

If*  I  ]»e  excuse  ])ough  ])0U  scholde  be  spilf 

Alias  qtwd  sche  god  wof  I  haue  no  gilf  1612 

Pay  me  quod  he  or  by  f  e  swete  seinf  anne 

As  I  wol  here  a-way  fy  newe  panne  / 

ffor  dette  which  pon  owesf  me  of*  old 

Whan  ])af  ])ou  madesf  fin  housbond  kukkewold         1616 
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I  preyde  at*  lioine  for  ^j  coirectiofi 

Thow  lixt*  quod  sche  by  my  sauaciofi 

"Nq  was  I  neuer  or  now  wydewe  ne  wijf 

Somoned  vnto  your  court*  in  al  my  l\jf  1620 

Ne  neuer  I  nas  but*  of*  my  body  trewe  / 

Tnto  fe  deuel  blake  and  rowe  of*  hewe 

yeue  I  J>y  body  and  my  panne 

And  whan  ]>e  deuyl  herde  hir  curse  so  1624 

Ypon  hir  knees  he  seyde  in  pis  manere 

"Now  mabely  myn  owne  mooder  deere 

It*  is  jour  wille  in  emest  ]>at*  je  soye 

]>e  deuyl  quod  sche  fette  him  or  he  deye  /  1628 

And  panne  and  al  but*  he  wil  him  repente 

Kay  olde  stof  |)at*  is  not*  myn  entente 

Quo])  )}is  somnour  for  to  repente  me 

ffor  any  ])ing*  ])af  I  haue  had  of*  ]>e  1632 

I  wolde  I  hadde  fj  smok*  and  eu^ry  clo]» 

Kow  broper  quod  J»e  deuyl  be  naf  wrop 

fj  body  and  pis  panne  is  myn  by  right* 

pou  schalt*  wip  me  to  helle  yet*  to  night*  1636 

Wher  pou  schalt*  knowen  of*  oure  priuete 

More  pan  a  mayster  of*  diuinite 

And  wip  pat*  word  pis  foule  feend  him  hent 

Body  and  soule  he  with  pe  deuyl  went  1640 

Where  pat*  somnours  ban  here  heritage 

And  god  pat  made  after  his  ymage 

Mankynde  saue  and  gyde  vs  alle  and  some 

And  leeue  pis  somnour  good  man  to  bycome  1644 

lordinges  I  coupe  ban  told  30U  quod  pis  £rere       De»riM,tMudE] 

hadde  I  had  leysir  for  pis  somnour  heere 

After  pe  tixte  of*  ciist*  poule  and  lohfi 

And  of*  oure  oper  doctours  many  oon  1648 

Suche  peynes  pat*  joure  hertes  might*  agrise 

"Al  be  it*  so  no  tonge  may  deuyse  / 

pough  pat  I  might*  a  pousand  wynt«r  telle 

pe  peyne  of*  pilke  cursed  hous  of*  helle  1652 
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But*  for  to  kepe  ts  fro  ]>at*  cursed  place 

Wake])  and  praye)^  ihe^u  for  his  grace 

So  kepe  vs  fro  fo  temptour  Sathanas 

herkne])  pia  word  be  war  as  in  )>is  cas  1656 

fe  leonn  sitte  in  his  awayte  alway 

To  sle  ]>e  Innocent;'  if*  J^af  he  may 

Dispose])  ay  ^our  hertes  to  wi])stonde 

)»e  feend  p&if  30a  wolde  make  ])ralle  and  bonde  1660 

he  may  nat*  tempten  yow  oner  your  mighf 

ffor  cnsf  wille  be  30ur  champiofi  and  knight* 

And  preye])  ])af  pia  somnour  him  repente  1663 

Of  his  mysdede  or  ^af  ]>e  feend  him  hente         %  Explicit* 

^  Her  ende])  ye  ffrere  his  tale  / 
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This  SonmoTir  in  his  styiop  heylie  stood    [m  ut^im,  badt} 
Ypon  fiB  frete  his  herte  was  so  wood 
Thaf  likl  an  aspen  leef*  he  quok*  for  Lre 
lordynges  quod  he  but*  o  )mg  I  desire  /  1668 

I  ^ou  beseche  |)af  of  jonr  cnrtesje 
Sijy  ^e  han  herde  ])is  false  frere  lye 
As  sufEre])  me  I  may  a  tale  telle 

This  frere  boste))  fa.i?  he  knowe>  helle/  1672 

And  god  wof  ])af  if  is  litel  wonder 
fireres  and  feendes  ben  but  litel  asonder 
fifor  parde  ^e  han .  ofte  tyme  herd  telle/ 
how  f&if  a  frere  ranyssched  was  in  helle  1676 

Jn  spirif  ones  by  avisioun 
And  as  an  aungel  ladde  him  vp  and  dotm 
To  schewen  hiTn  ])e  peynes  ]>af  ^er  were 
In  alk  ])e  place  saugh  he  naf  a  firere         Oeafui]         1680 
Of  of  er  folk*  he  saugh  ynowe  in  woo 
Vnto  Jis  aungel  spak*  Je  frere  po 
"Now  sire  quod  he  han  freres  such  a  grace  / 
Thaf  non  of  hem  schal  come  to  ])is  place  /  1684 

3is  quod  ]}is  aungel  many  a  milio2{n 
And  ynto  Sathanas  he  hadde  him  doun 
And  now  ha]y  Sathanas  sai]>  he  a  taile 
Bradder  fan  of  fe  Caryk*  is  fe  saile  1688 

hold  vp  f  i  tayl  ]>ou  Satanas  quod  he  / 
Schew  forf  fin  ersand  lat  f e  firere  se  / 
Wher  is  fe  neste  of  fifreres  in  f  is  place 
And  er  faf  half  a  forlong*  wey  of  space  1692 
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Bighti*  80  as  bees  swermen  ouf  of*  an  liyue 

Onf  of*  fe  deueles  ers  J>ey  gon  to  dryue 

Twenty  J^ousand  freres  on  a  route 

And  ^oughte  helle  swarme  al  aboute  1G96 

And  camen  ajoin  as  faste  as  ^j  mighte  gon) 

And  in  his  eis  yej  crepeden  euerichon) 

he  clapte  his  tayl  a^ein  and  lay  stille 

This  &ere  whan  he  loked  hadde  his  fille  1700 

yppon  ))is  tormentes  of*  fia  sory  place  / 

his  spirif  god  restored  of*  his  grace  / 

Vnto  his  body  i^ein  and  he  awok* 

Buf  na]>eles  for  feere  ^it*  he  quok*  1704 

So  was  ye  deueles  ars  ay  in  his  mynde 

ytiif  is  his  heritage  of*  yerray  kinde 

God  saue  )ow  all«  saue  y\B  cursed  £cere  / 

My  prologe  wol  I  ende  in  ])is  manere  /  1708 
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IT  Heie  hegjimep  pe  Sonmot^rs  tale 

LOidynges  ])er  is  in  york'  scliire  /  as  I  gesse 
A  memhy  countre  caUed  Holdemesse 
In  which  per  wente  a  lymyto«r  aboute  / 
To  preche  and  eek*  to  begge  if  is  no  doute  1712 
And  so  bifelle  pskif  on  a  day  pia  frere 
Hadde  preched  atte  cberche  in  pia  manerd 
And  specially  abonen  eu£?y  ])ing*  Ciaafm,i»ck] 

Excited  be  fe  poeple  in  bis  precbing*  1716 

To  trentales  and  for  goddes  sake 
Tber-witb  men  migbten  holy  bonses  make 
Tber  as  diuin  seniice  is  honoured 

l^ougbf  ]>er  as  it*  is  wasted  and  deuoured  1720 

Ne  per  if  nedej?  nof  for  to  be  ^iue 
As  to  possessionem  ))af  may  elles  lyue 
Jyanked  be  god  in  wele  and  habundance 
Trentales  seyde  he  deliuere]>  &o  penafice  1724 

here  firendes  soules  as  wel  olde  as  jonge 
If*  Jaf  fey  ben  hastily  y-songe 
iKToughf  for  to  holde  a  presf  ioly  and  gay 
he  synge])  nof  but  o  messe  in  a  day  1728 

Del3ruere])  ouf  quod  he  anon  pe  soules 
fful  hard  it  is  vnp  fleisshook*  ofer  with  oules 
Kow  speed  jou  bastely  for  cristes  sake  1732 

to  kepe  30U  &o  peynes  of  feendes  blake  1731 

And  whan  pe  frere  hadde  seyde  al  his  entente 
Wijj  Qui  cum  "patre  forf  he  wente 
Whan  folk*  in  chirche  hadde  ^iue  him  what  hem  leste 
he  wente  his  way  no  lenger  wolde  he  reste  1736 
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Wi]>  sciippe  and  tipped  staJP^  takked  ful  hye 

In  eueiy  hous  he  gan  to  pore  and  prye 

And  heggeip  mele  or  chese  or  elles  corn) 

Ids  felaw  had  a  staf*  typped  with  horn)  1740 

A  payre  of»  tabeles  of"  yuory 

And  a  poyntel  polisshed  fetously 

And  wrot*  ]»e  names  alwey  as  he  stood 

Of  any  folk*  faf  jaf*  hem  eny  good  1744 

Ascance  ^af  he  wolde  for  hem  preye 

3iae  ys  a  busshel  whete  malt/  or  reye 

A  goddes  keclul  or  a  trippe  of  chese 

0])er  elles  what  30W  Hsf  we  may  nat  cheese  1748 

A  goddes  halpeny  o]>er  a  masse  peny 

0])er  ^iue  ys  of*  jonr  brail  if  ^e  haue  eny 

A  dagonn  of  jour  blanket*  leeue  dame  [i«if  issj 

Oure  soster  deere  here  I  write  ^oure  name  1752 

Bacofi  or  beef  or  such  ])ingf  as  ^q  fynde 

A  sturdy  harlot*  wente  hem  ay  behynde 

Thaf  was  here  hostes  man  and  bar  a  sakke 

And  what*  men  3af  hem  leyde  it  on  his  bakke  1756 

And  whan  he  was  out*  at*  ye  dore  anoon 

he  planed  awey  pe  names  enerychoon 

That*  he  bifore  hadde  writen  iii  his  tables 

he  semed  hem  with  nyfles  and  with  fables  1760 

-KTay  fer  f on  lixt*  fon  somnovr  quod  pe  firere  / 

Pees  quod  ouie  host*  for  cristes  moder  deere 

Telle  for])  ]>i  tale  spare  it  not*  at*  al 

80  }ryne  I  quod  ]>is  somnoz^r  so  I  schal  1764 

So  longe  he  wente  hous  by  hous  quod  he 

Til  he  come  to  an  hous  per  he  was  wont*  to  be 

Befresshed  more  pan  in  an  .C.  places 

Seke  lay  pe  bonde  man)  whos  pe  place  is  1768 

And  ypon  a  kowche  lowe  he  lay 

Deus  hie*  quod  he  /  0  Thomas  frend  good  day 

Seyde  p\B  firere  curteysly  and  sofbe 

Thomas  sayde  he  god  ^elde  30W  fill  ofte  1772 
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haue  I  ypon  (^is  bemcbe  faren  wel 

heere  haue  I  eten  many  a  mory  meel 

And  fro  ^e  benche  lie  drof*  awey  ])e  cat 

And  leyde  doun  bis  potent*  and  bis  bat  1776 

And  eek*  bis  scrippe  and  sette  him  sof te  a  doun) 

bis  felawe  was  go  walked  in  fe  toun 

fTor])  with  bis  knaue  in-to  ]>af  ostelrie 

Wher  as  be  schop  him  ])ilke  night*  to  lye  1780 

0  deere  maister  quod  fia  seeke  man) 
bow  ban  je  fare  sij^enes  ])at*  marche  bigan 

1  say  30W  nought*  ^is  fourtenight*  and  more 

God  woot*  quod  be  laboured  haue  I  ful  sore  1784 

And  specially  for  ^y  Saluaciofi 

haue  I  seyde  many  a  pracious  orisofi 

And  for  oure  o]>er  frendes  god  hem  blesse  OMfisi,iMck] 

I  haue  to  day  don  at*  joure  chirche  a  messe  1788 

A  sayd  a  s^rmoii  after  my  simple  wit* 

nought*  alle  after  J>e  text*  of*  holy  writ* 

for  it  is  bard  to  30U  as  I  suppose 

Jyerfore  wol  I  tecbe  to  30U  al  pe  gloee  1792 

Glosyng*  is  a  glorious  |ang*  certein 

ffor  lettre  slee])  so  as  clerkes  sein 

)>er  haue  I  taug&f  hem  to  b'e  charitable 

And  spende  here  good  per  if  is  resonable  1796 

There  I  sawb  oure  dame  a  wher  is  sche 

yonde  in  J>e  yerde  I  trowe  fat*  sche  be  / 

Seyde  ]>is  man  and  sche  wil  come  anon) 

£y  mayster  welcome  be  30  by  seint/  lobfi  1800 

Seyde  J)is  wijf*  how  fare  ^e  bertely 

)>e  frere  anse])  vp  ful  curteisly 

And  hir  enbrased  in  bis  armes  narwe 

And  Idsse])  hir  swete  and  chirke])  as  a  sparwe  1804 

WiJ)  his  lippes  dame  quod  be  right*  wel 

As  be  ]jat  is  your  seruanf  eueridel 

I-)?anked  be  god  ]»at*  30U  jaf*  soule  and  lyf* 

}it/  sawb  I  nof  to  day  so  fair  a  wijf  1808 
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In  al  ^e  chirche  god  so  sane  me 

je  god  amende  defantes  sir  quod  ache 

Algates  welcome  be  je  by  my  fey 

Gramercy  dame  pla  haue  I  fonnde  alwey  1812 

But*  of*  3our  grete  goodnee  by  ^our  leeue 

I  irolde  pray  jou  ^at*  je  nought*  30a  gieue 

I  wole  with  Thomas  speken  a  litel  Jnrowe 

J^ese  cniates  ben  ful  necligent/  and  alowe  1816 

To  grope  tendiely  a  conscience 

In  schrifte  and  in  preching*  is  my  diligence 

And  studye  in  petres  wordes  and  in  poides 

I  walke  and  fisshe  mennes  soules  1820 

To  jelde  ihesa  crist/  his  propre  lente 

To  sprede  his  wordes  is  sette  al  myn  entente 

IT  Now  by  ^oor  leeue  o  deeie  siie  quod  sche  p«tf  its] 

Ghyde)»  him  wel  for  god  in  trinite  1824 

he  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemire 

^ey  ^af  lie  haue  al  )>at*  he  can  desire 

]my  I  him  wrye  a  nig^f  and  make  him  warm 

And  ouer  him  leye  my  legg*  or  arm  1828 

he  groyne^  Uk*  oure  boor  gronyng*  in  sty 

O^er  desporf  of*  him  righf  non  haue  I 

I  may  not*  plesen  him  in  no  manor  caas 

V  leo  Y0U8  dy  trescher  &  bien  amy  O  Thomas  1832 

This  make))  ^e  feende  p\a  mot*  ben  amended 

Ire  is  a  )>ing*  ])af  heye  god  defended 

And  f&t-ot  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  tuo 

Now  maister  qfiod  fe  w^jf*  or  ]>af  I  go  1836 

Whaf  wol  30  dyne  I  wole  go  )>er  aboute 

Now  dame  quod  he  leo  tous  dye  sanz  doute 

haue  I  nof  of  a  Capoll  but*  ye  lyuere 

And  of*  ^our  softs  brede  buf  a  schyuere  1840 

And  after  ]Mit*  a  rested  pigges  heed 

But*  ]Mif  I  wolde  for  me  no  beeste  were  deed 

^anne  hadde  I  wi^  30U  holly  suffisaiice   • 

I  am  a  man  of*  litel  sustenance  /  1844 
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My  spirit;'  is  fostred  in  ye  bible 

])e  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  penyble 

To  wake  pai?  my  stomak*  is  destroyed 

I  pray  30U  dame  y&if  30  be  nought*  anoyed  1848 

]>ey  I  so  firendly  my  counseil  to  30a  schewe 

By  god  I  wolde  not*  telle  it/  buf  a  fewe 

Kow  sire  quoe?  scbe  buf  00  word  or  I  go 

my  child  is  deed  wij^inne  ];ise  wikes  tuo  1852 

8i|)]>en  J^af  je  wente  ont  of  ])is  toun 

his  de])  saugh  I  by  reuelaciofi 

Sei]>  ^is  frere  at  home  in  onre  dortour 

I  dar  wel  seyn  y&t/  er  |>at*  half>  an  hour  1856 

after  his  de^  I  sawh  him  bom  to  blisse 

In  myn  avisiofi  so  god  me  wisse 

So  dede  our  sextein  and  oure  fermorer  (leaf  us,  back] 

Thaf  han  ben  trewe  freres .  fyfty  ^eer  1860 

They  may  now  god  by  ])anke  of*  his  lone 

maken  here  lubile  and  walken  allone 

And  Tp  I  ros  and  aJ\e  oure  couenf  eeke 

With  many  a  teere  trillyng*  on  my  cheeke  1864 

"WiJ)outen  noyse  or  clateryng*  of*  bellis 

Te  deum  was  oure  eong*  and  no  ]}ing*  elles 

Saue  J^af  to  exist*  I  seyde  an  orison 

Thankyng*  him  of*  his  reuelaciofi  1868 

ffor  sire  and  dame  truste)»  me  right*  wel 

Oure  orisons  ben  more  spirituel 

And  more  we  se  of*  cristes  secre  ])inges  1871 

Than  burel  folk*  [though  they  were  kynges  ceh11788,  Im/ 109] 

We  lyue  in  pouerte  &  in  abstynence . 

And  boreH  folke]  in  richesse  and  wynnynges*     ^Srki^^' 

Of*  mete  and  drynk*  and  in  her^  foul  delit/ 

We  han  ])is  worldes  lust*  al  in  despit*  1876 

Lazar  and  Diues  liueden  dyuersely 

And  dyuerse  guerdoA  hadde  ]>ey  ferhy 

Who-so  wol  preye  he  moot*  faste  and  be  clene 

And  fatte  his  soule  and  make  his  cheekes  lene  1880 
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We  fare  as  sei)»  ])apostil  clo])  and  foode 

Suffice))  vs  J>ey3  pQj  ben  nof  goode 

The  clennes  and  ]>e  fastyng*  of*  ons  fi&eres 

make^  ])af  crisf  accepte])  oore  prayeres  1884 

lo  moyses  .xL  dayes  and  .xL  nyght;' 

ffasted  or  ]»af  pe  heihe  god  of*  might 

Spak<  wi])  him  in  ])e  mount*  of*  Synay 

With  empty  wombe  fastyng*  many  a  day  1888 

Eeceyued  he  ^e  lawe  ])at*  was  writen 

Wi])  goddes  fynger  and  helthe  wel  ye  witen 

In  pe  mofit  oi  elles  er  he  hadde  eny  speche 

With  heyhe  god  ^af  is  oure  l3nie8  leche  1892 

he  fasted  longe  and  was  in  contemplafice 

And  aaron  p&i?  hadde  fe  temple  of*  god  in  gouemafice 

And  eek*  ])at*  oper  prestes  euerichon 

In-to  pe  temple  whan  ^ey  scholden  gon  1896 

To  praye  for  pe  poeple  and  do  seruise  DeafiM] 

They  nolden  drynken  in  no  maner  wise/ 

'No  drynk*  ]>e  which  hem  mighte  drunke  make 

But*  euere  in  abstynence  to  preye  and  wake  1900 

lest<  ))at<  pej  deyede  tak*  heede  what*  I  seye 

But*  ^y  ben  sobre  p&if  for  fe  poeple  preye 

Ware  ))af  I  say  no  more  for  it*  suffise]) 

Oure  lord  ihesus  /  as  holy  god  deuyse])  1904 

^iue^  ous  ensample  of*  fastyng*  and  prayeres 

Therfore  we  mendinafitz  we  pouere  freres 

Ben  wedded  to  pouert*  and  to  continence 

To  charite  humblesse  and  also  pacience  1908 

To  p^rsecuciofi  for  rightwisnesse  / 

To  wepyng*  nusericorde  and  clennesse 

And  perioxe  may  ^e  see  ])at*  oure  prayeres 

I  speke  of*  ys  we  mendenafLte  fireres  1912 

Ben  to  pe  hihe  god  more  acceptable 

Than  joures  wi])  joure  feste  at*  )>e  table 

ffro  paradys  first*  if*  I  schal  nought*  lye 

Was  man  out*  chaced  for  his  glotonye  1916 
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And  chast*  was  man  in  paradys  certayn 

Buf  herkne  ^ere  what*  I  schal  30a  sayn 

I  hane  no  text*  of*  J>af  as  I  suppose 

Buf  I  schal  fynde  it  in  a  maner  glose  1920 

That*  specially  ouie  swete  lord  Iheans 

Spak*  ]yus  by  vers  whan  he  seyde  ]>us 

Blessed  ben  fey  |>at»  poie  in  spirit/  ben 

And  so  for])  al  )>e  gospel  may  ^e  seen  1924 

Wher  it*  be  like  oure  profession 

Or  hem  J^at*  swymmen  in  possession 

ffy  on  heie  pompe  and  on  here  glotonye 

And  for  here  lewednesse  I  hem  diffye  1928 

Me  ])inke))  ]>ey  ben  likelovinian) 

fEatte  as  a  whale  and  walking*  as  a  swan) 

As  yynoleuf  as  hotel  in  }e  spence 

here  prayer  is  fill  of*  gref  renerence  1932 

Whan  ]>ey  for  soules  sein  fe  psalme  of  dauid      [iMifi24»biidci 

lo  buff*  ))ey  sain  cor  meum  eructauif 

Who  folwe])  cristes  gospel  and  his  lore 

Buf  we  ]>at*  humble  be  and  chaste  and  pore  1936 

Werkers  of  goddes  word  and  eek*  auditoures  / 

J^erfore  right*  as  an  hauke  rype  at*  a  sours 

yp  springe])  vnto  fe  ayre  right*  so  prayeres 

Of*  charitable  and  chaste  besy  freres  1940 

maken  here  sours  to  goddes  eeren  and  who 

Thomas  ])erfore  so  mote  I  ride  or  go 

And  by  ])at*  god  ])at*  cleped  is  seint*  yue 

iN'ere  ])ou  oure  hTOper  schuldesf  fou  not*  ])riue  1944 

In  oure  chapitre  praye  we  day  and  night* 

To  crisf  f  af  he  sende  ])e  hele  and  might* 

Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily 

God  wot*  quod  he  no])ing*  ])er-of*  wot*  I  1948 

As'helpe  me  crisf  as  in  fewe  jeeres 

haue  I  spended  ypon  diners  maner  freres 

fful  many  a  pound  ^it*  fare  I  neuer  ])e  bett* 

Certein  my  good  haue  I  almost*  bisett*  1952 
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ffar  wel  my  golde  for  it*  is  al  a-go 

The  ffrere  answerde  o  Thomas  why  dost*  ^ou  so 

What*  needej)  30a  diuerse  freres  to  seche 

What*  neede]>  him  ^at*  h&p  a  par£f  leche  1956 

To  sechen  o^er  leches  in  fe  toun 

jonr  iaconstance  is  ^om  confusidWn 

holde  30  fen  me  or  elles  oure  couent 

To  preye  for  jou  ben  insufficient*  1960 

Thomas  ^at*  lape  is  not*  wor])  a  myte 

30ure  maladye  is  for  ^e  han  jiuen  vs  so  lite 

A  jif*  j^at*  couent*  half*  a  quarter  otes 

A  jiue  hem)  one  or  tuo  grotes  1964 

A  jiue  ])e  frere  a  peny  and  let*  him  go 

Nay  nay  Thomas  it*  may  no  fing*  be  so 

What*  is  a  ferj>ing*  worj?  parted  in  twelue 

lo  eche  ^ing*  ^af  is  oned  by  himselue  1968 

Is  more  straunge  fen  when  if  is  skatered  [leaf  is&i 

Thomas  oi^  me  fon  schalt*  nat  be  fiatered 

pou  woldest*  oure  labour  haue  for  nought* 

The  hihe  god  fat*  al  fis  world  haf  wrought*  1972 

Self  ^at*  fe  werkman  is  wor)>i  his  hyre 

Thomas  nought*  of*  jour  tresore  I  desire 

As  for  my  self*  but*  f&if  alle  oure  couent 

To  pray  for  30U  is  ay  so  diligent*  1976 

And  for  to  bulden  cristes  oughne  chirche 

Thomas  if*  je  wol  lerne  for  to  wirche 

Of*  buldyng*  vp  of*  chirches  may  je  fynde 

If*  it*  be  good  in  Thomas  lijf  of  Inde  1980 

5e  ligge  heer  ful  of*  anger  and  of*  Ire 

With  fe  which  fe  deuyl  sette  joure  ers  a  fyre 

And  chyden  heere  p]a  sely  Innocent* 

Joure  wijf*  J^at*  is  so  meeke  and  pacient*  1984 

And  Jerfore  Thomas  trowe  me  if*  30U  list* 

Ne  stryue  not*  wif  J)y  wijf*  al  for  pe  beste 

And  here  Jis  word  awey  now  by  fy  feith 

Touchinge  such  )^ing*  lo  what*  fe  wise  man  sei|y  1988 
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WiJ^inne  J^in  boius  ne  be  )>oa  no  leooii) 

To  ^j  subiectis  do  non  oppressioon 

Ne  make  yin  acqueintance  not*  for  to  fle 

And  Tbomos  )it*  eff  sones  say  I  fe  1992 

Be  war  for  bire  ])af  in  \fy  bosom  slepeji 

Be  war  of*  ])e  s^rpentf  p&if  so  slyly  crepe)> 

vnder  pe  grasse  |)ati*  siyngep  subtiUy 

Be  war  my  sone  and  berkene  paciently  1996 

Tbat*  xx^  ^ousand  men  ban  lost*  bere  lyues  / 

ffor  ^af  ^ei  ban  ben  spitous  to  bere  wyues 

Now  si))  36  ban  so  boly  and  so  meeke  a  wijf* 

Wbat*  neede])  30a  Tbomos  to  make  strif*  2000 

J>er  is  y-wys  no  serpent*  so  cruel 

Wban  men  trede  on  bis  tail  ne  balf*  so  fel 

As  -wommoji  is  wban  scbe  h&p  caugbf  an  Ire 

Yengance  is  Jeanne  al  )>af  p&y  desyre  2004 

Ire  is  a  synne  on  of  pe  grete  of  senene  lUaf  125,  ladc] 

Abbominable  vnto  pe  god  of*  beuene 

And  to  bimself*  if  is  destruction 

)»is  euery  lewed  vicary  or  parsofi  2008 

Can  say  bow  Ire  engendre])  bomicide 

Ire  in  soj  is  executor  of*  pryde 

I  cou]>e  of*  Ire  seye  so  mocbil  sorwe 

My  tale  scbolde  laste  til  to  morwe  201 2 

And  ^rfore  I  praye  god  bo])C  day  and  nigbf 

An  Irous  man  sende  bim  litel  migbf 

If  is  gref  barm  and  certes  gref  pite 

To  sette  an  Irous  man  in  beib  degre  2016 

IT  Wbilom  per  was  an  Irous  potestaf 

As  sei])  Senek*  durynge  bis  estat 

Ypon  a  day  out  riden  knigbtes  tuo 

And  as  fortune  wolde  if  were  so  2020 

Thaf  oon  of  bem  cam  bome  ])af  o]>er  nougbf 

Anon  pe  knigbf  bifore  ^e  luge  is  brougbf 

And  seyde  pus  f  ou  basf  f  y  felaw  slayn 

fibr  wbicb  I  deme  pe  to  de]y  certain  2024 
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And  to  anojyei'  knigbf  comaunded  he 

Go  lede  him  to  \^  de]y  I  charge  Jie 

And  happed  as  ])e7  wente  by  )»e  weye 

Toward  ]ye  place  \et  as  he  schulde  deye  2028 

The  knight*  cam  which.  ]>ey  wend  hadde  be  deed 

Thenne  ]yonghten  ^y  it*  were  ])e  beste  reed 

To  lede  hem  bo])e  to  ^e  luge  i^ein 

^y  seyden  lord  |)e  knight*  ne  ha])  not*  sleyn  2032 

his  felawe  here  he  stant*  on  lyue 

3e  schnlle  be  deed  quocZ  he  so  mot*  I  ])rixLe 

^is  is  to  say  bo]>e  oon  and  tuo  and  ))re 

And  to  \^  firste  knigbf  right*  ])us  spak*  he  2036 

I  dampned  ]>e  ]>oa  most*  algate  be  deed 

And  ])ou  also  most*  needes  lese  ])in  heed 

ffor  \qjx.  art*  canse  why  ]^y  folaw  dey]> 

And  to  \^  )>ridde  knight*  right*  ])us  he  seij>  2040 

Thon  hast*  not*  don  ])at*  I  comaunded  \^  Omtik] 

And  ]>us  he  dede  do  slee  hem  all«  ]ire 

Irons  kambises  was  eek*  drunkelewe 

And  ay  delited  him  to  ben  a  schrewe  2044 

And  so  bif elld  a  lord  of*  his  meigne 

Thal^  loued  vertuous  moralite 

Sayde  on  a  day  vnto  himself  riglUt*  pus 

A  lord  is  lost*  if*  he  be  vicious  2048 

And  drunkenesse  is  eek*  a  foul  record 

Of  any  man)  and  namly  in  a  lord 

Ther  is  f ul  many  an  ey  and  many  an  eere 

Awaytyng*  on  a  lord  and  he  not^  where  2052 

ffor  goddes  loue  drynkeji  more  attemp^relly 

Wyn  make])  a  man  to  lese  wreccbedly 

his  mynde  and  eek*  his  lymes  euerycbon 

The  reuers  schalf  ])0u  see  quoc2  he  anoon  2056 

And  prone  i1^  by  )>in  owne  experience 

That*  wyn  do])  to  folk^  no  such  offence 

Ther  is  qo  wyn  byreue])  me  my  miglif 

Of  hande  ne  foot*  ne  of  myn  eyjen  sig&t*  2060 
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And  for  despite  he  dianke  ful  moche  more 

An  hundred  parf  ^an  he  had  don  hi  fore 

And  right*  anon  fia  cursede  wrecche 

lete  )>is  knightes  sone  hifom  him  fecche  2064 

And  commatmdyng*  hem  ^ej  schnlde  hifom  him  stonde 

And  sodeinly  he  took*  his  howe  on  honde 

And  yp  ^  streng*  he  pulled  to  his  eere 

And  vnf  an  arwe  he  slough  ^  child  right*  ^ere  2068 

Kow  whe^er  haue  I  a  siker  hond  or  non 

Quo])  he  is  al  my  might*  and  my  witte  agon 

haj)  wyn  hyreued  me  myn  yhe  sight* 

What*  schulde  I  telle  ]»e  answere  of*  ]»e  knigtit  2072 

his  sone  was  slayn  ])er  is  namore  to  say 

Bef  war  J^erfore  wij>  lordes  how  je  play 

Synge))  placeho  and  I  schal  if*  I  can 

But*  it  it*  he  vnto  a  pouere  man  2076 

To  a  pouere  man  men  scholde  his  yices  telle  /    Dmt  iss^  (wdo 

But*  not*  to  a  lord  ])ei  he  schulde  go  te  helle  / 

Lo  Irrous  Sirus  ^ilke  P^rcien 

how  he  destroyed  f e  ryuer  of*  Gysen)  2080 

ffor  ^at*  an  hors  of*  his  was  dreynt*  ^arinne 

Whan  fat*  he  wente  Bahilon)  to  wynne 

he  made  ^af  ^e  ryuer  was  so  smal 

That*  wommen  mighten  waden  ouenl  2064 

lo  what*  seyde  he  ])at*  so  wel  teche  can) 

"Ne  he  no  felawe  to  an  yrous  man 

Ne  wij  no  wood  man  walke  hy  ]>e  way 

leste  fe  repente  I  wol  nomore  say  2088 

Now  Thomas  leeue  hrof^  leue  fin  Ire 

Thou  schalt*  me  fynde  as  iuste  as  is  a  squire 

holde  nought*  fe  deueles  knyf*  ay  at*  Jrin  herte  / 

Thin  anger  dof  f  e  al  to  sore  smerte  2092 

But  schewe  to  me  alia  fj  confession 

iN'ay  quod  f  is  seeke  man  hy  seinf  Symofl 

I  haue  hen  schriuen  fis  day  at*  my  curate 

I  haue  him  tolde  al  holly  myn  estate  2090 
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If  neede]y  nomore  speke  of*  it  sayde  he 

But*  if*  me  luste  ofi  myn  humilite 

Jine  me  ]>eime  of*  fj  gold  to  make  oure  cloystre 

Quod  he  for  many  a  muscle  and  many  an  oystre         2100 

h&p  ben  onr  foode  onie  cloystre  for  to  reyse 

Whan  0^  men  han  ben  ful  wel  at*  eyse 

And  3if  god  wot*  ynne^  fe  foimdement 

Paiformed  is  ne  of*  oure  pauymenv  210*4 

Nis  nought*  a  tile  3if  wi]»inne  oure  wones 

By  god  we  owen  fourty  pound  for  stoones  / 

Now  helpe  thomos  for  him  ))at<  harwed  helle 

Or  elles  moote  we  oure  bokes  selle  2108 

And  if*  we  lacke  oure  pradicaciofl 

)ranne  go]»  ]ye  world  al  to  destrucciofi 

ffor  whos  wolde  fro  fia  world  ys  byreue 

So  god  me  saue  Thomas  by  joure  leeue  2112 

he  wolde  byreue  out*  of*  fe  world  pe  sonne  /  [iMifm] 

ffor  who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  we  konne 

And  ]>af  is  not*  of  litel  time  quod  he 

But*  sethyns  Elye  was  or  Elyze  2116 

han  freres  ben  Jntt*  fynde  I  of*  record 

In  charite  I-))anked  be  oure  lord 

Now  Thomas  help  for  seinte  charite 

A-doun  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  kne  2120 

This  sike  man  wex  wel  neigll  wood  for  lie 

he  wolde  )>at*  fe  frere  hadde  ben  a  fayre 

With  his  ffds  dissimilacioft 

Such  ^ing*  as  is  her  in  my  possessiofi  2124 

Quod  he  ^at*  I  may  jiue  and  non  ofer 

je  sein  me  pas  /  ))at*  I  am  ^our  broker 

je  certes  quod  )»e  firere  truste]»  me  wel 

I  tookl  oure  dame  oure  lettres  wi)»  oure  seel  2128 

IT  Now  wel  quod  he  and  somwhat*  schal  I  jiue 

vnio  ;our  holy  couenf  whil  I  lyue 

And  in  pin  hand  pou  schalf  it*  han  anon 

vp  pis  condiciofi  and  oper  non  2133 
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fat*  J)ou  deparf  it*  so  myn  owne  deeie  broj>er 

That*  euerj  ireiQ  haae  as  moche  as  oJ>eT 

pia  schalt*  ]7oa  swere  on  pj  p'ofession 

WiJ^outen  £raade  or  cauellaciofk  2136 

I  swere  if  quod  Jis  frere  vpon  my  fei|> 

And  }>er  wi])al  his  hond  in  his  he  lei)) 

lo  heer  my  feij)  in  me  schal  be  no  lacke 

]7an  putte  fin.  hond  doun  by  my  bakke  2140 

Sayde  f  is  man  and  grope  "w el  byhynde 

Byue]>e  my  buttok*  Jere  schalt*  f  on  fynde 

A  f  ing*  ])at*  I  haue  hidde  in  priuete 

A  ]7oaght*  ]>is  &ere  ])at*  schal  go  wij)  me  2144 

And  doun  his  hande  he  laiincej>  ynto  pQ  clifte 

he  hopede  ^re  for  to  fynden  a  jifte 

And  ])anne  fol  besy  iras  J^is  frere 

Abonten  his  tuwel  gropyng^  here  and  pere  2148 

IT  Amydde  his  hand  he  leet*  pQ  frere  a  farf         ciMfm^iwckj 

Ther  is  no  capel  dra^^yng^  in  ]>e  cart* 

]7at*  might*  haue  lete  a  farf  of*  such  a  soun 

fe  frere  yp  st^rte  as  if  were  a  fers  leonn  2152 

A  false  cherl  quod  he  for  cokkes  bones 

This  hasf  pon  for  despite  doon  for  ])e  nones 

>ou  schalf  abeye  >i  farte  if  fat  I  may 

his  meigne  which  faf  herden  fis  affray  2156 

Cam  lopynge  in  and  chased  onf  f  e  fiPrere       « 

And  forf  he  gof  wif  a  fol  angry  cheere 

And  fette  his  felawe  fer  as  lay  his  store 

he  loked  as  if  were  a  wilde  boor  21 60 

he  grynded  his  teej)  so  was  he  wrof 

A  stourdy  paas  doun  to  fe  conrf  he  gof 

Wher  as  J>er  woned  a  man  of*  gref  honour 

To  whom  faf  he  was  alwey  confessoor  2164 

This  worf y  man  was  lord  of*  faf  village 

fis  frere  cam  as  f ongh  it  were  in  a  rage 

Wher  as  fis  lord  saf  etyng*  af  his  bord 

"mnefes  mighf  fe  frere  speke  a  word  2168 
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Til  atte  laste  he  seyde  god  30U  se 

^is  lord  gan  loke  and  sejde  ben^dicite 

Quod  lie  frete  lolill  what  maner  world  is  ]7is 

I  see  wel  ]>af  som  ]>iiig<  is  amys  2172 

^e  loken  as  ]^  woode  were  ful  of*  ])eeues 

« 

Sit*  doun  anon  and  telle  me  what*  jour  greef*  is 

And  if  schal  ben  amended  if*  ])af  I  may 

I  haue  quod  he  had  a  despif  to  day  2176 

God  jelde  }ou  ardottn  in  joure  village 

]»af  in  ^is  world  is  non  so  pore  a  page 

^at*  he  nolde  han  abhominacioil 

Of  ^at*  I  haue  receyued  in  pis  toun  2180 

And  )it*  me  greue]>  no  ping  so  sore 

As  ^af  ^is  olde  cherl  wij)  lokkes  hore  . 

Blasphemed  ha])  oure  holy  couenf  eeke 

Now  maister  quod  ]>is  lord  I  jou  beseke  2184 

Ko  maister  qtiocf  he  but*  a  se^nitour  poAfuib] 

^ey  I  haue  had  in  scole  ])af  honour 

God  like])  noujt*  ])at<  men  vs  Eaby  calle 

nei^  in  markef  ne  in  jour  halle  2188 

Ko  force  quod  he  but*  telle  me  of  jour  greef 

sire  quod  ])is  £rere  an  ydious  mescheefi 

This  day  betidde  is  to  myn  ordre  and  to  ma 

And  so  par  consequens  to  eche  degre  2192 

Of  holy  chirche  god  amende  it*  sone 

Sire  quod  pe  lord  je  wot*  what*  is  to  doone 

Distempre  jou  nought*  je  be  my  confessour 

je  ben  fe  salt/  of*  peipe  and  ])e  sauour  21 90 

ffor  goddes  loue  joure  pacience  je  holde 

Telle^  me  jour  greef*  and  he  anon  him  tolde 

As  je  han  herd  byfore  je  wot*  wel  what* 

The  lady  of*  fe  hous  ay  stille  sat*  2200 

Til  sche  hadde  herde  what*  ^e  frere  sayde 

Ey  goddes  moder  quod  sche  blisful  mayde 

Is  pex  noujt*  elles  telle])  me  fei^fully 

V  madame  quod  he  how  penke  jou  perhy  2204 
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how  ^af  me  penkep  quod  scbe  so  god  me  spede 

I  say  a  cherl  haf  don  a  cherles  deede 

whaf  schulde  I  say  god  let*  him  neuer  ^e 

his  seeke  heed  is  fol  of*  vanite  2208 

I  holde  him  in  a  maner  frenesye 

Madame  quod  he  hy  god  I  schal  not*  1  je 

hut*  I  on  o])er  wise  may  ben  awieke 

I  schal  sclaundre  him  ouev-al  wher  I  speke  2212 

The  false  blasphemour  paf  charged  me 

To  parte  ])at*  mighf  nonjf  departed  be 

To  eueiy  man  y-liche  wi|>  meschaunce 

]>e  lord  saf  stille  as  he  lay  in  a  tiaunse  2216 

And  in  his  herte  he  rolled  yp  and  dotm 

how  hadde  ^is  cherl  ymaginaciottn 

To  Bchewe  such  a  probleme  to  ^e  frere 

Kener  erst*  er  now  herde  I  of>  such  matere  2220 

I  trowe  fe  deuyl  putte  if  in  his  mynde  [iMfUB,  iMck] 

In  ars  motrik^  schal  fei  no  man  fynde 

Bifom  ])is  day  of*  such  a  questiofl 

Who  schulde  make  a  demonstracioii  2224 

faif  eueiy  man  schnlde  bane  y-lik*  his  part* 

Of*  a  soun  or  of*  a  sauonr  of*  a  fart* 

0  nyce  proude  cherle  I  schrewe  his  face 

lo  sires  quod  j»e  lord  wi^  harde  grace  2228 

Who  herde  euer  of*  such  a  fing*  er  now  / 

To  evLsry  man  ylike  telle  me  how  - 

If  is  a  impossible  if  may  nof  be 

0  nyce  cherle  god  lef  him  neuer  fe  2232 
^e  rablyng*  of*  a  f arf  and  euery  soun 

Nys  buf  of*  eyre  reuellacioun 

And  ])er-wi]>  waste])  litel  and  litel  away 

per  is  no  man  can  deme  by  my  fay  2236 

If!  ])af  it/  were  departed  equaly 

Whaf  lo  my  cherle  lo  jif  how  schrewedely 

vnto  my  confessour  to  day  he  spak* 

1  holde  him  certein  a  demoniak*  2240 
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Now  etep  jouie  mete  and  lete^  him  go  pleye 
lete  him  go  hange  himself*  a  deuelweye 

[27*6  Solution  of  the  «  ProUeiae  "  hy  the  Ltrrd^a  Squire. 

No  break  in  the  MS.] 

l^ow  stood  ]}e  loides  sqnier  af  pe  bord 

]>af  karf  here  mete  and  herde  word  for  word  2244 

Of*  alle  ^ing*  of*  which  I  hane  )ou  sayd 

my  lord  quod  he  hep  not*  yuele  payd 

I  cou^  telle  for  a  gowne  clo]) 

To  30U  sir  &ere  so  je  ben  nat<  wro]y  2248 

how  )^af  ^is  farf  scholde  eaene  deled  be 

Among*  30Tir  conent/  if*  it  like  me 

Telle  on  quod  ]>e  lord  and  ^ou  schalt*  haue  anon 

A  gowne  clo]>  by  god  and  by  seint*  lohfi  2252 

My  lord  quod  he  whan  J^at*  pe  weder  is  faire 

Wifouten  wynd  or  pcrtourbyng*  of*  ayre 

lef  bringe  a  carf  whel  heer  in-to  ^is  halJe 

But*  loke  ])at'  he  haue  his  spokes  alle  2256 

xg.  spokes  ha]>  a  carte  whel  comunly  [leaf  129] 

And  bringe  me  ]>anne  .xy.  freres  wite  }e  why 

fifor  .xiij.  is  a  couent*  as  I  gesse 

jonre  confessour  hede  for  his  worjiinesse  2260 

Schal  pgrforme  yp  pe  nombre  of*  his  couent* 

])anne  schullen  pej  knelen  doun  by  oon  assent* 

And  to  enerj  spokea  ende  in  fia  numere 

fiul  sadly  leye  his  nose  schal  pe  freere  2264 

joure  noble  confessour  peie  god  him  saue 

Schal  holde  his  nose  ypright*  vnto  pe  naue 

pBime  schal  pia  cherl  wij)  bely  styf*  and  tou3f 

As  any  tabour  hider  ben  y-brought*  2268 

And  sette  him  on  pe  wheel  right*  on  pia  carte 

vpon  pe  naue  and  make  him  lete  a  farte 

And  30  schuln  se  vp  peril  of*  my  Hjf* 

By  preof*  which  Jat*  is  demonstratif*  2272 
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^af  eqnaly  fe  soun  of*  liif  wole  wende 

And  eeke  ]>e  stynke  vnto  fe  spokes  ende 

Sane  ])af  )»is  wor])i  man  ]»is  confessour 

By  cause  lie  is  a  man  of^  gret  honour  2276 

Sdial  haue  fe  feiste  firuytes  as  resofi  is 

fQ  noble  Ysage  of  freies  jif  is  ])is 

])e  woT^y  men  of*  hem  schuln  feisf  be  serued 

And  certeinly  he  ha]y  it*  wel  disseraed  2280 

he  ha]>  to  day  taught  ys  so  mochil  good 

Wij)  pieching*  in  }>e  pulpit*  per  he  stood 

])af  I  may  Touche  sauf*  I  say  for  me 

ne  hadde  J^e  fiiste  smelle  of>  fartes  ]>re  2284 

And  so  wolde  alle  his  couent*  hardily 

he  here])  him  so  faire  and  holyly 

])e  lord  ])e  lady  &  eche  man  saue  fe  £&ere 

Sayden  ])af  lankyn)  spak*  in  fia  matiere  2288 

As  wel  as  euclide  or  protholome 

Touchinge  pe  cherle  ))ey  seyden  subtilite 

And  by  heyh  witte  make  him  speke  as  he  spake 

he  is  no  fool  ne  no  demonyake  2292 

And  lankyn  ha])  y-wonne  a  newe  goune  DMf  i»,  b«ek] 

My  tale  is  doon)  we  ben  almost*  at*  towne 

IT  Here  enief  pe  Somno^trs  tale 
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IT  Pausac/o 
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IT  here  hjgejmef  pe  prologe  ofi  fe  clerk'  of  Oxenford 

Ion  UitflK),  baek} 

Sire  clerk*  of^  Oxenford  oore  oste  sayde 
^e  ryde  as  stille  and  coy  as  do]»  a  mayde 
Were  newe  spoused  sittyng*  atte  bord 
This  day  ne  herde  I  of<  joure  tonge  a  word  4 

I  trowe  pai?  3e  studye  aboute  som  sophime 
Bat*  Salamon  Boip  euerj  pmg  ha^  tyme 
ffor  goddes  sake  be])  of*  bettre  cheere 
If  nys  no  tyme  for  to  stodyen  heere 
^  Telld  YS  som  mery  tale  by  joure  fay 
ffor  what*  man  ^at*  is  entred  in-to  play 
he  needes  mote  ynto  fe  play  assente 
Bat*  pr^ches  naf  as  freres  don  in  lente 
To  make  ts  for  oure  olde  synnes  wepe 
Ne  ])af  fj  tale  make  ys  not*  to  sleepe 
Telle  YS  som  mery  frnff  of*  auentxires  / 
joure  termes  jonre  colonres  jonre  figures 
keep  hem  in  store  til  so  be  ^e  enditen 
by  stile  as  when  )»af  men  to  kinges  writen 
Speke])  so  plein  af  ^is  tyme  I  jou  pray 
y$L^  we  may  Ynderstonde  what*  je  say 
This  wor])i  clerk*  benignely  answerde 
Off  quod  he  I  am  Ynder  jour  jerde 
je  han  of*  ys  as  now  ^e  gouemance 
And  ^erfore  wol  I  do  yow  obeissance 

CORPUS   281-2  re-T.  403) 


12 


IT  Pausacto 


16 
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As  fer  as  resofi  axe^  liardel 

I  wil  30U  telle  a  tale  which  pat  I 

lemede  at*  pantdoYse  of*  a  vroipi  clerk* 

As  preued  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk*  28 

he  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  cheste 

I  pray  to  god  to  jiue  his  soule  reste  IT  Pausacjo 

ffraunces  Petrake  pQ  laureat*  poete 

highte  ^is  clerk*  whos  retoriqt^  sweete         La  le^oiO]        32 

[enlumynede  al  ytaille  /  of  Poyetrie  [KS  Ardu  8«ld.  B.  14^  lettf  ea 

as  Lynyan  dide  /  of  Philosophie 

or  lawe  /  or  other  arte  par-ticulere 

but  deth  that  wol  not  su£&e  vs  /  duelle  here  36 

but  as  it  were  /  a  twynkelyng  of  an  yghe 

hem  both  hath  sleyn  /  and  alle  shuUe  we  dye 

but  forthe  to  tellen  /  of  this  worthy  man 

that  taughte  me  this  tale  /  as  I  bigan  40 

I  sey  that  he  first  /  wight  highe  stile  enditeth 

er  he  the  body  of  his  tale  writeth 

a  proheme  /  in  the  which  discemeth  he 

the  mounde  /  and  of  Saluce  the  contre  44 

and  spekith  of  Appenyn  the  hilles  highe 

that  ben  the  boundes  /  of  west  Lumbardie 

and  of  the  Mounte  Yesulus  /  in  special 

where  as  the  Poo  /  out  of  a  wel  smal  48 

takith  his  first  spryngyng  /  and  his  sours 

and  holte  even  streighte  wey  /  his  cours 

to  Emel-ward  /  to  Ferrare  /  and  to  Venyse 

the  which  a  longe  thing  were  /  to  devise  52 

and  trewely  /  as  to  my  lugement 

me  thinkith  it  a  thing  /  inpertynent 

saye  he  wol  conyeye  /  his  matiere 

but  this  is  the  tale  /  which  ye  shal  hiere  56 

Here  enditt  the  clerke  of  Ozonford  his  prolog 
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And  next  folwyng  bigynnetli  his  tale  of  Oreailde . 

cm  Anh.  fWd.  B.  14,  (.«  ;«VM] 

Ther  was  in  the  weste  side  of  ytaylle 
down  at  the  rote  /  of  Yesulus  the  colde 
a  lusty  playne  /  hahuudaunte  of  vitaylle 
where  many  a  touie  and  tovme  /  thow  maist  biholde      60 
that  founded  were  /  in  tyme  of  fadeis  olde 
and  many  ariiother  /  dilectahle  sight 
and  Saluces  /  this  noble  contre  hight  63 

A  Marques  whilom  /  was  lord  of  that  londe  64 

as  were  his  worth!  cldres  /  him  bifore 

and  obeysaunte  /  ay  redy  to  his  honde 

were  alle  his  liges  /  botH  lesse  and  more      iiea/M,  baeV]    67 

thus  in  delite  he  lyved  /  and  hai£  don^  yore 

biloued  and  drad  /  thorugh  favour  of  fortune 

both  of  his  lordis  /  and  of  his  comune  70 

IT  Therwith  he  was  /  to  speken  of  lynage  71 

the  gentilest  bom«  /  of  al  Lumbardyo 

a  faire  persone  and  strong  /  and  yonge  of  age 

and  ful  of  honours  /  and  of  curtesie  74 

discrete  I-nougt  /  liis  contre  for  to  gye 

saue  in  som  thingis  /  he  was  to  blame 

and  Walter  was  this  yonge  lord-is  name  77 

1[  I  blame  him  thus  /  that  he  considred  noughte  78 

in  tyme  comyng  /  what  myghte  him  betide 
but  on  his  lust  present  /  was  al  his  thoughte 
as  for  to  havke  atid  hounte  /  on  euery  side  81 

wel  nygh  al  other  cures  /  lete  he  slide 
and  eke  he  nolde  /  and  that  was  worst  of  alle 
wedde  no  wifif  /  for  aughte  that  myghte  bifalle  84 
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IT  Oonly  that  poynt  /  his  peple  bare  soore  cm  Anh.  Md.  b.  14.] 

that  flokmele  on  a  day  /  they  to  him  wente 

and  oon  of  hem  /  that  wysest  was  of  loore 

or  ellis  that  the  lord  /  best  wolde  assente  88 

that  he  shnlde  telle  him  /  what  his  peple  mente 

or  ellis  coude  he  wel  /  shewe  suche  matire 

he  to  the  Marq[ue8  seide  /  as  ye  shulle  hire  91 

IT  0  noble  Marques  /  youre  homanite  92 

assurith  vs  /  avd  yeyith  vs  hardynesse 

as  offte  as  tyme  /  iB  of  neeessite 

that  we  to  yow  mow  telle  /  oure  hevynesse  95 

acceptith  now  lord  /  of  youre  gentihiesse 

that  we  with  pitevous  herte  /  to  yow  pleyne 

and  lete  not  youre  eens  /  my  voys  disdeyne  98 

IT  Al  haue  I  nought  to  done  /  in  this  matire  99 

more  than  a-nother  man  hatil  /  in  this  place 

yit  for  as  meche  /  as  ye  my  lord  /  so  dere 

haue  alwey  shewed  to  me  /  favoura  and  grace  102 

I  dar  the  better  axe  of  yow  /  a  space  iut^rvf} 

of  audience  /  to  shewe  oure  requeste 

and  ye  my  lord  /  to  do  right  as  ye  leste  105 

if  For  certes  lord  /  so  wel  vs  likith  yow  106 

and  al  youre  werke  /  and  haue  done  that  we]  C^»^  f**?;^!  ** 

Ke  coude  nought*  yb  self*  deuysen  how       lOmpu  JiB,  i^tfisff} 

We  mighte  lyue  in  more  felicite  109 

Saue  o  )>ing<  lord  if*  it*  jour  wille  be 

That*  for  to  be  a  wedded  man  jou  leste 

^en  were  joure  peple  in  souer^yn  hertes  reste  112 

[JVo  ftfioJfci  im  tM4  Oorpmi  M8  bttwetn  tkt  itansat.'] 

Bowe]>  joure  nekke  vnder  ]>at*  blisful  job  1 13 

Of*  souerainte  and  nought*  of*  seruise 

Which  ]>at*  men  clepe  spousaile  or  wedlok* 

And  J)enke]»  lord  amonges  joure  ^oughtes  wise  116 
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[how  that  oure  dayes  pas  /  in  sondre  gise]     [Anh,  SeU.  b.  ii] 

ffor  ]>ough  we  slepe  or  wake  or  renne  or  lyde 

Ay  flee]>  }e  tyme  and  wol  nonian  abyde  119 

And  J)oug&  30Qre  greene  ^onghtes  floure  as  ^it  120 

In  crepe])  age  alway  as  stille  as  stoon 

And  deth  manacej)  enery  age  and  smytf 

In  ech  astaf  for  )>er  askapej)  noon)  123 

And  also  certein  as  we  knowe  echoon 

fa,V  we  sclmlld  deye  as  yncertein  we  all6 

Ben  of!  ^af  day  ]>at<  def  schal  on  ys  falk  1 26 

IT  Accepte])  ^anne  of*  ys  ]>e  trewe  entent  127 

^af  neuere  )if  ne  refused  30ur  heste 

And  we  lord  if  ))at*  je  wile  assent 

To  chese  ^on  a  wijf*  in  scborf  tyme  atte  leste  130 

Borne  of  ]>e  gentilesf  and  of*  ^e  meste 

Of  alld  fjB  lond  so  ^at*  it*  ongLte  seme 

hono^ir  to  god  and  30a  as  we  can  deme  133 

IT  Delyuer  ys  ouf  of  al  fis  busy  dede  134 

And  tab  a  wijf  for  bibe  goddes  sake 

ffor  if  it*  so  bifelle  as  god  forbede 

y&V  ^orugti  joure  de]>  30ur  lynage  scbulde  slake  137 

And  ))af  a  straunge  successour  scbulde  take 

3oure  beritage .  o  wo  were  ys  on  lyue 

wberfore  we  pray  30W  bastily  to  wyue  140 

IT  bere  meke  preyer  and  bere  pitous  cberte  141 

Made  ]>e  marquys  berte  bane  pite 

[ye  wol  quod  be  /  myn  owne  peple  dere]       [AxduSaU.  b.  h.] 

To  ^t*  I  neuer  erst*  ))ot^te  streyne  me  144 

I  me  reioysed  of  my  liberie 

Tbat*  selden  tyme  is  founden  mariage  Ota^m,  bnrk] 

Tber  I  was  free  I  moste  be  in  seruage  147 
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IT  Bnl^  naj^eles  I  se  jour  trewe  entente  1 48 

And  troste  vpon  jour  witte  and  hane  don  ay 

Wherfore  with  al  my  &e  -willd  I  iinl  assente 

To  wedde  me  as  sone  as  ener  I  may  151 

Buf  fer  as  3e  han  profred  me  to  day 

To  chese  me  a  w^jf*  I  30U  release 

^af  choys  and  pray  90a  of*  joure  profire  cesse  154 

IF  fifor  I  wot  ]>af  children  often  ben  155 

vnlike  here  eldres  hem  hyfore 

Bounte  com)»  al  of*  god  not*  of*  ]»e  stren 

Of*  which  ^ei  be]»  engendred  and  y-bore  158 

I  tniste  in  goddes  bounte  and  ^erfore 

my  mariage  and  myn  astaf  and  reste 

I  him  bitake  he  may  do  as  him  leste  161 

IT  lat*  me  alone  in  chesyng*  of  my  wijf  162 

Buf  I  jou  pray  and  charge  vpon  jour  Igf" 

Thaf  charge  ypon  my  bak^  I  wil  endure 

^af  what*  wijfi  I  take  I  pe  assure  165 

To  worschipe  hire  whil  ]}af  hire  l^jf  may  dure 

In  word  in  werk*  bof  e  heere  and  euery  where 

As  sche  an  Emperoures  doughter  were  168 

IT  And  foTpermoTe  fia  schal  je  swere  ])at*  je  169 

Ajein  my  choys  schulle  neuer  grucche  ne  stryue 

ffor  si^]>e  I  schal  foigo  my  liberte 

At*  joure  request*  as  euer  mote  I  ]>riue  1 72 

[there  as  myn  herte  is  sett  /  there  woH  I  wy ve]     ^^jfiff** 

And  buf  je  wol  assente  in  such  manere 

I  pray  jou  speke  nomore  of  f\a  matiere  175 

f  Wip  hertly  wil  pej  sweren  and  assenten  176 

To  al  pis  ]»ing*  per  seyde  no  wighf  nay 

Beseking*  him  of*  grace  or  paf  pei  wenten 

paf  he  wolde  graunten  hem  a  eertein  day  179 
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Of*  his  spousaile  as  sone  as  eiier  he  may 

£for  jet*  alway  ^e  poeple  somwhat*  dredde 

lest*  J)af  ])is  marquys  no  mjf*  wolde  wedde  182 

He  graunted  hem  a  day  such  as  him  leste         [icafui]  183 
On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly 
And  sayde  he  dide  al  j)is  at*  ]?air  reqneste 

m 

And  f&j  wi]>  humble  entent  ful  buxomly  186 

knelyng*  ypon  here  knees  ful  reuerently 

him  J^onkyng*  alle  and  ^us  pAj  haue  an  ende 

Of*  here  entent*  and  home  ajein  fei  wende  189 

And  her  ypon  he  to  his  officers  190 

Comande])  for  ^e  feste  to  puryeye 

And  to  his  priue  knightes  and  squyers 

Such  charge  jaf*  as  him  Hst*  on  hem  leye  193 

And  pay  to  his  comaundement  obeye 

And  ech  of*  hem  do])  al  his  diligence 

To  do  vnto  fe  feste  reuerence  196 

[PART  IL] 

IT  Prima  pars 

N Ought*  fer  £ro  ^e  paleys  honurable  197 

Wher  as  pe  marquys  schop  his  mariage 
Ther  stood  a  throop  of*  pe  Cite  delitabie 
In  which  f at»  pore  folk*  of*  fat*  village  200 

hadden  here  bestes  and  here  herbergage 
And  of*  here  labour  toke  here  sustienance 
After  pe  erpe  jaf*  hem  abundafLce  203 

Among*  pia  pore  folk*  pet  dwplled  a  man  204 

Which  was  holde  pouerest*  of*  hem  alle 

£nt  heihe  god  sum  tyme  sende  can 

his  grace  in  to  a  litel  oxe  stalle  20f 

lanicula  men  of  ])at*  throop  him  calle 

A  doughter  hadde  he  fair  ynoug^  to  sight* 

f  And  Grisildis  ])is  jonge  mayden  highte  210 
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Buf  for  to  speke  of  verteuous  beaute  211 

}>anne  was  sche  on  pQ  fauresf  ynder  sonne 

fEul  pouerely  y-fostered  was  sche 

No  likeroTis  lust*  was  in  hire  herte  ronne  214 

Wei  oftere  of*  f e  welle  fan  of*  J>e  tonne 

Sche  drank*  for  sche  wolde  yertues  plese 

Sche  knew  wel  labour  but*  non  ydel  ese  217 

IT  But*  ]>ough  f]a  mayden  tendre  were  of*  age  218 

^et  in  pe  bresf  of*  hire  virginite  [leaf  isi,i»ck] 

Ther  was  y-closed  rype  and  scharpe  corage 

And  in  a  gref  reuerence  and  charite  221 

hire  olde  pouere  fsuler  fostred  sche 

A  fewe  scheep  spynnyng*  on  feld  sche  kepte 

Sche  nolde  nof  ben  ydel  til  fat*  sche  slepte  224 

And  whan  sche  com  homward  sche  wolde  bringe  225 

Wortes  or  o>er  herbes  tymes  ofte 

The  which  sche  schredde  and  seth  for  hir  lyaynge 

And  made*  hir  bed  ful  harde  and  no  pmg*  softe  /  228 

And  ay  sche  kepte  hir  faderes  lif*  on  lofte 

WiJ)  euery  obeissance  and  diligence 

That*  childe  may  do  to  faderes  reuerence  /  231 

IT  vpon  Grisilde  Je  poner  creature  232 

fful  ofte  si|>e  pe  marquys  sette  his  ye 

As  he  on  huntyng*  rood  p^rauenture 

And  whan  if  fell  ])at*  he  might*  hir  aspye  235 

he  nof  wij)  wantoun  lokyng*  of*  folye 

his  eyen  caste  on  hire  but  in  sad  wyse 

vpon  hir  cheere  he  wolde  him  ofte  auyse  238 

IT  Commendyng*  in  his  herte  hir  wommanhede  239 

And  eek*  hire  vertu  passyng*  any  wi^f 

Of*  so  3ong*  age  as  wel  in  cheere  as  in  dede 

ffor  ]K)ugh  ]>e  poeple  haue  no  gref  insighf  243 
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In  verta  he  consideid  ful  rigtif 

hir  bounte  and  disposed  ]>at  lie  wolde 

"Wedde  hir  oonly  if"  euer  he  wedde  scholde  245 

The  day  of*  weddyng*  com  but*  no  wight*  can  246 

Telle  what*  womman  ]»at*  it  schnlde  be 

ffor  which  memayle  wondre)^  many  man 

And  seyde  whan  fey  were  in  prynyte  249 

Wil  nat*  ouie  lord  3it*  leue  his  vanite 

Wil  he  naf  wedde  alias  alias  ])e  while 

Why  wol  he  J^us  himself*  and  vs  begile  252 

But*  na])ele8  pis  marquys  hap  don  make  253 

Of*  gemmes  sette  in  golde  and  in  asuie 

Broches  and  rynges  for  Grisildes  sake  [laaf  us] 

And  of*  hire  clo]>ing*  tok*  he  fe  mesnre  256 

Of*  a  mayden  like  to  hire  stature 

And  eek*  of*  o)^r  omamentes  elle 

That*  ynto  such  a  weddyng*  schulde  falle            "  259 

IT  pe  tyme  of*  vndeme  of*  J)e  same  day  260 

Approche))  pat*  pis  weddyng*  schulde  be 

And  al  pe  paleys  but  was  in  aray 

Bope  hallo  and  chambre  eche  in  his  degre  263 

houses  of*  offices  stuffed  wip  plente 

Ther  maystow  se  of*  deynteuous  vitayle 

That^  may  be  founde  as  feer  as  last*  ytayle  266 

IT  This  real  marquys  richely  arrayed  267 

lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  companye 

The  which  vnto  pe  feste  were  prayed 

And  of*  his  retenue  pe  bachelrie  270 

"With  many  a  soun  of*  sondry  melodye 

vnto  pe  vilage  of*  which  I  tolde 

In  pis  array  pe  righte  wey  hap  holde  273 
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IT  Grisilde  of*  fis  god  wof  ful  Innocent  274 

^at*  for  hire  schapen  al  ])is  array  was 

To  fecche  water  af  a  welle  is  wente 

And  come])  liome  as  sone  as  euer  sche  may  277 

ffor  wel  sche  hadde  herd  seyde  ]}at*  ilkc  day 

That*  marquys  sdiulde  wedde  and  if*  sche  mighf 

Sche  wolde  fayn  han  seyn  some  of  )>af  sight  280 

IF  Sche  )>oughf  I  wille  wi]>  o])re  maydens  stonde  281 

f&if  ben  my  felawes  in  oure  dore  and  se 

The  znaiqnisesse  and  perfote  wol  I  fonde 

To  do  af  home  as  sone  as  if  may  be  284 

)>e  labour  which  ])af  longe])  ynto  me 

And  })anne  I  may  af  leysyr  hire  by-holde 

If  sche  fiB  wey  ynto  )}e  castel  holde  287 

IF  And  as  sche  wolde  ouer  hire  ])resshfold  gon  268 

The  marquys  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle 

And  sche  sette  doun  hir  water  potte  anon  * 

Bysyde  ])is  ])resshfolde  of*  )>is  oxe  stalle     D^f  iss,  back]     291 

And  doun  ypon  hir  knees  sche  gan  to  falle 

Wi]>  sad  contynance  and  knele]?  stille 

Til  sche  had  herd  whaf  was  fe  lordes  wille  ..  294 

yia  ]}Oughtful  marquys  spak*  vnto  pis  mayde  295 

fful  soberly  and  seyde  in  ^is  manere 

"Wher  is  jour  fader  Grisildis  he  sayde 

And  sche  wi))  reuerence  in  humble  chere  .  298 

Answerde  lord  he  is  al  redy  heere 

And  in  sche  go^  wi|}oute  lenger  lette 

And  to  fe  marquys  hir  fader  sche  fette  301 

IT  he  by  ^o  bond  ^an  took*  ^is  olde  man/  302 

And  sayde  ^us  whan  be  him  hadde  a  syde 

lanycala  I  ney]>er  may  ne  can 

iengere  Je  plesaunce  of*  mjn  herte  hyde  306 
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If*  fat*  J>ou  voucbe  saff"  whatf*  so  betyde 
Jy  doiighter  I  wol  take  or  fat*  I  wende 
As  for  my  w\jf*  vnjbo  hire  lyues  ende  308 

IT  f  ou  louesf  me  I  wot*  it*  wel  certain  309 

And  art*  my  feif  ful  liege  man  y-bore 

And  al  fat*  likef  me  I  dar  wel  sayn 

It*  likef  fe  and  speciaUiche  ferfore  312 

Telle  me  fat*  poynt*  as  I  bane  sayd  bifore 

If*  fat*  f on  wilt*  ynto  fat  purpos  drawe 

To  take  me  as  for  fi  sone  in  lawe  315 

T  The  sodeyn  cas  fe  man  astoned  so  316 

fat*  leed  he  wax  abayst*  and  al  qnakynge 

he  stood  ynnef  e  he  sayde  worde  no  mo 

But*  only  fas  lord  quod  he  my  willynge  319 

Is  as  30  wille  nought*  ajeins  jour  likynge 

I  wole  nof  ing*  30  be  my  lord  so  dere 

But*  as  30U  loste  gouemef  f  is  matiere  322 

IT  3it»  wol  I  quod  f  is  marquys  softely  323 

fal^  in  f i  chambre  I  and  f ou  and  sche 

haue  a  collaciofi  and  wostow  why 

ffoT  I  wil  axe  if  fat*  hire  wiUe  be  326 

To  be  my  wijf*  and  reule  hire  after  me  Dwf  ij«} 

And  al  f  is  schal  be  doon  in  f  i  presence 

I  wol  not*  speke  out*  of  fin  audience  329 

IT  And  in  here  chambre  whil  fay  were  aboute  330 

here  tretees  which  fat*  je  schul  after  heere 

fe  poeple  cam  in  to  f e  hous  wif oute 

And  wondred  hem  in  hor  honeste  manere  333 

And  tentyfly  sche  kepte  hir  fader  deere 

But*  outerly  Grysildis  wondre  mightf* 

ffoT  neuer  erst*  ne  saugh  sche  such  a  sight*  336 
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IT  No  \7onder  is  )>ou3  ^at*  sche  were  astoned  337 

To  se  80  gref  a  geste  in  p&V  place 

Sche  neuer  was  to  suche  gestes  woned 

ffor  which  sche  loked  wij)  ful  pale  face  340 

Bat*  schoitly  for])  p\a  mater  for  to  chace 

This  aren  ]>e  wordes  faV  ]>e  marquys  sayde 

To  his  benigne  verray  feyjjful  mayde  343 

IT  Grisilde  he  seyde  je  schule  wel  Ynderstonde  344 

It*  hkef  to  30ure  fader  and  to  me 

That*  I  30U  wedde  and  eek*  it  may  so  stonde 

As  I  suppose  je  wil  pa,\f  if  so  be  347 

Bat*  l^ese  demaundes  ax  I  first*  qtiod  he 

iT  ])af  8i]>))en  it*  schal  be  don  in  hasty  wise 

WUle  ^e  assente  or  elles  30U  auyse  350 

I  seye  |>is  be  redy  wip  good  herte  351 

To  al  my  lust*  and  pat*  I  frely  may 

As  me  best*  pinkep  do  30U  knowe  or  smerte 

And  neuer  pe  to  grucche  if  nighf  ne  day  354 

And  eek*  whan  I  say  ^e  ne  say  nof  nay 

Neiper  by  word  ne  by  frounyng*  contynance 

Swere  pis  and  beer  I  swere  oure  alliance  357 

if  Weddyng*  vpon  pis  word  quakyng*  for  drede  358 

Sche  sayde  lord  vndigne  or  vnworpy 

Am  I  to  paf  ilke  honour  paf  99  me  bade 

Buf  as  je  wille  ^oure  self*  righf  so  wol  I  361 

And  here  I  swere  paf  neuer  willyngly 

In  werk*  ne  poughf  I  nyl  30U  disobey e  (leafiss,  bark] 

ffor  to  be  deed  pough  me  were  lop  to  deye  364 

IT  This  is  ynough  Grisylde  myn  qtiod  he  365 

And  forp  hegop  wip  a  ful  sobre  cheere 

Ouf  af  pe  dore  and  after  paf  cam  sche 

And  to  pe  poeple  he  sayde  in  pis  man  ere  368 
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^is  is  my  wyf*  qt^d  he  J^at*  stonde))  heere 

honouie^  hire  and  loue])  eek*  I  preye 

Who  so  me  loue])  yei  is  no  more  to  seye  371 

And  for  j^af  noting*  of"  hir  olde  gere  372 

Sche  scholde  bringe  in  to  his  hoiis  he  bad 

That*  wommen  schulde  dispoylen  hire  right*  ))ere 

Of"  which  Jis  ladyes  were  no])ing*  glad  375 

To  handle  hire  cloj^es  wher  Inne  sche  wus  clad 

But  na^eles  fia  mayden  bright*  of*  hcwe 

£&o  foot*  to  heed  j>ey  clo]>ed  han  al  newe  378 

IF  hire  heres  han  fej  kempte  p&f  layn  vntrcssed  379 

£ful  rudely  and  wij>  hire  fyngres  smale 

^ay  tyred  hire  heed  ])at*  longe  rudely  lay  dressed 

Of*  hire  array  what*  schulde  I  make  a  tale  382 

Sche  is  now  fair  of*  hew  j)at*  arst*  was  pale 

ynne]>e  pe  poeple  hir  knew  for  hir  fairnesse 

Whan  sche  transmewed  was  in  such  richesse  385 

IT  This  marquys  ha^  hir  wedded  wi])  a  ryng*  386 

£rou3t*  for  fe  same  cause  and  hire  sette 

vpon  an  hors  snow  whyt*  and  wel  amblyng* 

And  to  pe  paleys  or  he  longer  lette  389 

Wi)y  ioyful  poeple  pai  hire  ladde  and  mette 

Conueyed  hire  and  J>us  ^e  day  ]7ay  spende 

In  reuel  til  ])e  sonne  gan  descende  392 

IT  And  schortly  for))  ))is  tale  for  to  chace  393 

I  seye  ^at*  to  fis  newe  marquysesse 

God  ha])  such  fauour  sent*  hire  of*  his  grace 

That*  it*  ne  semed  nought  be  kykenesse  396 

That*  sche  was  bom  and  fedde  in  ludenesse 

As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  Oxe  stalle/ 

But*  norisshed  in  an  emp^roures  halle  D««f  i34]      399 
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IT  To  enery  wighf  sche  woxen  is  so  deere  400 

And  woischipful  p&V  folk*  ^er  sche  was  bore 

And  fi'om  hire  bur]>e  knewe  hire  J^eie  by  jeeie 

vnne^e  trowede  pej  but*  dorsf  han  swore  403 

])at*  to  lanicle  of*  which  I  spak*  bjfore 

Sche  donghter  nas  for  as  by  coueiture 

hem  ]>oughte  sche  was  ano]>er  creature  406 

IT  ffor  ]>ough  euere  vertuous  was  sche  407 

Sche  was  encressed  in  such  excellence 

Of*  ]>ewes  good  y-sette  in  heih  bounte 

And  so  discrete  and  fair  of*  eloquence 

So  benigne  and  digne  of<  reuerence 

And  coude  so  )^e  poeples  herte  embrace 

ys^f  ech  hir  loue^  ^at*  loke])  on  hir  face  413 

IT  Nof  only  of*  salues  in  ]>e  toun  414 

Pirplissched  was  ^e  bounte  of*  hir  name 

Buf  eek*  besyde  in  many  a  regiofi 

If  on  sayde  wel  ano]}^  sayde  ])e  same  417 

So  sprede])  of*  hire  heih  bounte  &  fame 

That*  men  and  wommen  als  wel  jonge  as  olde 

Gon  to  salice  vpon  hir  to  byholde  420 

IT  Thus  Walter  lowly  naf  buf  really  421 

Wedded  wi])  fortunate  honeste 

In  goddes  pees  lyue])  ful  esily 

At*  hom  and  outward  grace  ynough  hadde  he  424 

And  for  he  saugh  ))af  vnder  lough  degre 

Was  ofte  vertu  hyd  fe  poeple  him  helde 

A  prudent  man  and  pa,V  is  seyn  ful  seelde  427 

^  Nat*  oonly  p\a  Grisildis  )>urgh  hir  witte  428 

Coude  al  ))e  fait*  of*  wyfly  homlynesse 

But*  eke  whan  ])at*  fe  cas  requyred  it 

The  comun  prc^fyf  coude  sche  redresse  431 
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per  nas  discorde  rancour  ne  heuynesse 

In  al  p&if  lond  ^af  sclie  coxipe  appese 

And  wisly  bringe  hem  alle  in  hertes  eese  424 

IT  Though  ])af  hire  housbonde  absent*  were  anon    [iMf  i84,  back] 

If"  gentil  men  or  ojer  of"  hire  countre   ' 

Were  wrof  e  sche  wolde  bringen  hem  af  on 

So  wys  and  rype  wordes  hadde  sche  /  438 

And  luggements  of*  so  gref  equite 

^at*  sche  from  heuen  sent*  was  as  men  wende 

)>e  poeple  to  plese  and  euery  wrong*  to  amende  441 

IT  Naf  long*  tyme  after  J^at*  ]>I8  Grisilde  442 

Was  wedded  sche  a  dou3ter  haj  y-bore 

Al  hadde  hir  leuer  haue  bom  a  knaue  chQde 

Glad  was  pia  marquys  and  his  folk*  J^erfore  445 

ffor  ]K)ugh  a  mayden  childe  come  al  bifore 

Sche  may  ynto  a  knaue  child  atteyne 

Ee  lykened  si]?]?e  sche  is  not*  bareyne  448 

IF  Explicit  ij*  PATH'S. 


Ther  felk  as  it  bifaUeJ,  tymes  mo  449 

When  l^at  )?is  childe  had  souked  but  a  ])rowe 
This  marquys  in  his  herte  longe>  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf  hir  sadnesse  for  to  knowe  452 

•])af  he  ne  might*  out*  of*  his  herte  ))rowe 
IF  This  merueylous  desir  his  wijf*  to  assaye 
Needeles  god  wot*  he  |>ought*  hir  to  affraye  455 

he  hadde  assayed  hire  ynough  bifore  456 

And  fond  hir  euer  good  what*  needed  it* 

hire  for  to  tempte  and  alway  more  and  more 

Bat*  as  for  me  I  seye  J^at*  euele  it*  sitte  459 

)>ough  some  men  it*  preyse  for  a  subtil  witte 

To  assaye  a  wijf*  whan  ))at*  if  is  no  neede 

And  putten  hire  in  anguissche  and  in  dreede  462 

CORPUS  296  (6-T.  417) 


SIX-TEXT   418 

GROUP  E.   §  2.  clbrr's  tale.   Corpus  MS. 

IT  ffor  which  J»Ls  marquys  wrought*  in  pis  manere  463 

he  com  a  night*  allone  )ier  as  sche  lay 

Wi]>  steme  fate  and  wif  trouble  cheere 

And  seyde  J)us  Grisilde  quod  he  fat  day  466 

faf  I  jou  took*  ouf  of*  30ure  pore  aray 

And  putte  90U  in  astat*  of"  heye  noblesse 

je  haue  nou3t'  foigeten  as  I  gesse  469 

IF  I  seye  Grisilde  fis  present*  dignite  470 

In  which  I  haue  putte  30 w  as  I  trowe  [leaf  iss] 

make])  jou  nou3t*  for3eteful  for  to  be 

Jat*  I  30U  took*  in  pouer  astate  ful  lowe  473 

ffor  eny  wele  je  mote  30ure  selue  knowe 

Tak*  heed  of  euery  word  fat*  I  30U  say 

fer  nys  no  wight*  fat*  heeref  it*  but*  we  tway  476 

IT  3e  wote  30ure  selue  wel  how  fat*  30  come  here  477 

In  to  f is  hous  fat*  nys  nat*  longe  ago 

And  f  ough  to  me  30  be  right*  leeue  and  deere 

vnto  my  gentiles  3e  ben  nof  ing*  so  480 

fey  say  to  hem  it  is  gret*  schame  and  wo 

ffor  to  be  sogette  and  ben  in  seruage 

To  f e  fat*  art*  born  of*  a  smal  vQage  483 

IT  And  namely  sif f e  fy  dou3ter  was  y-bore  484 

This  wordes  han  fey  spoke  douteles 

But  I  desire  as  I  haue  don  byfore 

To  lyue  my  lyf*  wif  hem  in  reste  and  pees  487 

I  may  nof  in  f  is  cas  be  recheles 

I  mot*  do  wif  f  i  dou3ter  for  f  e  beste 

Nou3t*  as  I  wolde  but*  as  my  gentils  leste  490 

IT  And  3it*  god  wot*  f  is  is  ful  lof  to  me  491 

But*  naf  eles  wif  outen  30ur  wetynge 

I  wil  nat*  do  but  f is  wil  I  quod  he 

That*  3e  to  me  assent/  as  in  fis  f inge  494 
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Schewe  now  ^our  pacience  as  in  werkynge 

y&if  36  me  hig&t*  and  swot  in  jour  village 

That*  day  ))af  maked  was  our  manage  497 

IT  Whan  sche  had  herd  al  fls  sche  nat  ameued  498 

Noyfer  in  word  ne  cheere  ne  contynance 

ffor  as  it  semed  sche  was  nat*  agreued 

Sche  sayde  lord  al  li]>  in  jour  plesaunce  501 

My  childe  and  I  wij)  hertely  obeissance 

ben  joures  al  and  je  mowe  saue  &  spille 

5011x6  owne  ^ingi  workiJ>  after  jour  wille  504 

IT  Ther  may  no  ^ing*  so  god  my  soule  saue  505 

liken  to  30a  ]>af  may  displesen  me 

Ne  I  desyre  no]>ing*  for  to  haue  D«afis5,b«ck] 

Ke  drede  for  to  lese  saue  oonly  fe  508 

^is  wUle  is  in  myn  herte  and  ay  schal  be 

No  leng}»e  of*  tyme  or  dep  may  p\a  deface 

Ne  chaunge  my  conage  to  ano|»^  place  511 

IT  Glad  was  J)is  marquys  for  hire  answeryng*  512 

But*  3if  he  feigned  as  it  were  not*  so 

Al  dreery  was  his  cheei'  as  his  lokyng* 

Whan  ))at*  he  schulde  out/  of*  ])e  chambre  go  515 

Sone  after  pla  a  forlong*  way  or  tuo 

he  priuely  ha])  tolde  al  his  entente 

Tnto  a  man  and  to  his  wijf  him  sente  518 

IT  A  maner  869^g6ant*  was  ))is  priue  man  519 

The  which  he  fei]>ful  often  founden  hadde 

In  ^inges  gret*  and  eek*  such  folk*  wel  can 

Don  execuciofi  of*  ^inges  badde  522 

The  lord  knew  wel  )>af  he  him  loued  and  dradde 

And  whan  ])is  s^T^gaunf  knew  his  lordes  wille 

Into  ye  chambur  he  stalked  him  ful  stille  525 
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H  Ma  dame  he  sayde  je  moote  forjiae  it  me  526 

Thougli  I  do  J^ing*  ye  which  I  am  confitreyned 

je  ben  so  wys  ftdf  ful  wel  knowe  )e 

^at^  loides  heestes  mowe  not^  be  feyned  529 

^y  mowe  wel  be  weyled  or  compleyned 

But^  men  moot^  needes  to  here  lust*  obeye 

And  80  wol  I  per  nys  nomore  to  seye  532 

IT  fiiB  child  am  I  comaunded  for  to  take  533 

And  spak*  no  more  buf  oaf  fe  childe  he  hente 

Dispitously  and  gan  a  cheere  make 

As  ]K>vgh  he  wold  ban  slayn  if  or  he  wente  536 

Giisildes  mof  al  soffire  and  consente 

And  as  a  lombe  sche  sitte])  meke  &  stille 

And  lete  J^is  cruel  seiiganf  ban  bis  wille  539 

IT  Bnspeccious  was  ^e  defame  of*  ])is  man  540 

Suspecte  his  face  suspecte  his  word  also 

Suspecte  ]>e  tyme  in  which  he  ^is  bygan . 

Alias  hir  doughter  p&t  sche  loaed  so  panfiae]      543 

Sche  wende  he  wolde  bane  slayen  it*  right*  fo 

Buf  na)^es  sche  nou])er  weep  ne  siked 

Confonnyng*  hire  to  y&V  fe  marquys  liked  546 

IT  Buf  atte  laste  speke  sche  bigan  547 

And  mekely  sche  to  ^e  sergaunf  preyed 

So  as  he  was  a  wor])y  gentil  man 

|>af  sche  moste  kisse  hir  childe  or  ]>af  if  deyde  550 

And  in  hir  barm  fia  Utel  child  sche  leyde 

Wi^  fill  sadde  face  and  gan  )>is  childe  to  blisse 

And  lulled  if  and  after  gan  if  kisse  553 

V  And  foa  sche  seyde  in  hire  benigne  vois  554 

ffar  wel  my  child  I  schal  ]>e  neuer  se 

Buf  si])  I  bane  ]>e  marked  ynp  pe  croys 

Of*  ]>ilke  fader  blessed  mote  ]>ou  be  557 
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^t*  for  Y8  dejed  ypon  a  croBse  of*  tre 

fj  soole  litel  child  I  him  bytake 

ffor  ^is  nig&f  schalf  ^ou  deje  for  my  sake  560 

IT  I  trowe  to  a  noiice  in  ^is  cas  561 

If  hadde  ben  hard  ]>is  reupe  for  to  se 

Wei  might  a  mooder  ]>an  ban  cryed  alias 

But*  na^es  so  sadde  stedefast*  was  sche  564 

J^at*  sche  endured  alle  adu^rsite 

And  to  ye  s^eannt*  mekely  sche  sayde 

hane  her  ajein  jour  litel  jonge  mayde  567 

IT  Go^  now  quod  sche  and  do)i  my  lordes  heste  568 

Buf  o  f ing*  wold  I  pray  jou  of"  jour  grace 

^f  buf  my  lord  forbad  jou  atte  leste 

Burie))  ]»is  litel  body  in  som  place  571 

]Mtf  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race 

But*  he  ne  wolde  no  word  to  ]>e  purpos  seye 

But/  tok*  Jye  childe  and  went*  vpon  his  weye  574 

%  p\a  se?-gaunt*  cam  vnto  ]>is  lord  ageyne  575 

And  of*  Grisildes  wordes  and  hir  cheere 

he  tolde  him  word  for  word  in  schort*  and  pleyne 

And  him  presented  with  his  doujter  dere  578 

Somwhaf  ^is  lord  hadde  reu]>e  in  his  manere      n«iif  ise,  b^k] 

But*  na^eles  his  purpos  held  he  stille 

As  lordes  don  whan  )»ay  wol  haue  here  wille  581 

And  bad  )»is  s^rgaunt*  ^at*  he  priuyly  582 

Schulde  fia  child  ful  ofte  wynde  and  wrappe 

WiJ>  alle  circumstaunces  tendrely 

And  caiye  it  in  a  cofi&e  or  in  a  lappe  585 

But*  Tpon  peyne  his  heed  of*  for  to  swappe 

l^at*  noman  schulde  knowe  of*  his  entent 

Ne  when  he  come  ne  whider  p&V  he  went  588 
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IT  Baf  at*  Boloigne  it<  to  liia  suster  deere  589 

That*  ilke  time  of*  Panyke  was  Countesse  / 

lie  Bchulde  if  take  and  schewe  hir  )iia  mateere  / 

Besekyng*  hire  to  don  hire  besjnesse  592 

This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentilnesse 

And  whos  child  ^af  if  was  he  bad  hire  hyde 

ffirom  euerj  wighf  for  oughf  ^af  may  betyde  595 

V  ))is  s^aunt  go])  and  ha])  fulfild  ]>is  ping  596 

Buf  now  to  fis  maikys  retome  we 

fFor  now  go]>  he  ful  ofte  ymagynyng* 

If*  by  his  wyffes  cheer  he  mighte  se  599 

Or  by  hire  word  apparceyue  poi  sche 

Were  chaunged  but  he  neuer  coude  hir  fynde 

But  euer  in  oon  ylike  sad  and  kynde  602 

%  As  glad  as  besy  as  humble  in  seruice  603 

And  eek*  in  loue  as  sche  was  wonf  to  be 

Was  sche  to  him  in  euery  maner  wyse 

Ne  of  hir  doughter  noughf  a  word  spak*  sche  606 

Accident  for  non  aduersite 

Was  seyn  in  hire  ne  neuer  hir  dou3ter  name 

Ne  nempned  sche  in  emesf  ne  in  game  609 

f  Explicit  iij*  p/iz-s. 


IN  ]>is  astaf  ])er  ben  passed  .iiij.  jer  610 

sche  wi^  childe  was  but  as  god  wolde 
A  knaue  childe  sche  bar  by  piB  waiter 
fiful  gracious  and  fair  for  to  biholde  613 

And  whan  p&V  folk*  if  to  his  fader  tolde 
Naf  onlich  he  buf  al  ])e  cofltre  merye  [Imt  ist] 

Was  for  ])is  child  and  god  ^ey  fank*  and  herye  616 

IT  Whan  if  was  tuo  )eer  old  and  fro  be  breste  617 

Departed  of*  his  norice  on  a  day 
This  marquys  caughte  ^f  ano]>er  leste 
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To  temple  his  wyf*  jif  ofter  if  lie  may  620 

0  nedeles  was  sche  tempted  in  assay 
But*  wedded  men  knowen  no  mesuie 

Whan  yaif  fsj  fynde  a  pacient  creature  623 

IT  Wijf*  quod  J>is  marquys  ^e  han  herd  of*  p\»  624 

My  poeple  sekerly  here])  heuy  of*  ouie  maiiage 

And  namely  sippe  my  sone  boren  is 

Kow  is  it*  wers  fan  euer  in  al  oure  age  627 

The  mnimur  sle^  myn  herte  and  my  corage 

ffor  to  myn  eeies  comejy  fe  voys  so  smerte 

That*  it*  wel  neih  destroyed  hap  myn  herte  630 

IT  Now  sey  ]wy  fxiB  whan  waiter  is  agon  631 

(anne  schal  ^  blood  of*  lanicle  succede 

And  ben  onre  lord  for  o])er  haue  we  non 

Suche  wordes  sei]i  my  poeple  it  is  no  drede  634 

Wel  ought*  I  of*  such  murmur  taken  heede 

ffor  certeinly  I  drede  such  sentence 

^ugh  pQj  nought*  pleyne  speke  in  myn  audience  637 

If  I  wolde  lyue  in  pees  if*  )>at*  I  mighte  638 

Wher  fore  I  am  disposed  outerly 

As  I  his  suster  seruede  be  nighte 

Bight*  so  ^enke  I  to  serue  him  priuely  641 

fuB  wame  I  30U  for  ^e  noujt*  sodeinly 

Out*  of*  }our  self*  for  no  wo  schulde  outraye 

Be]»  pacient*  and  ferlote  I  30U  praye  644 

IT  I  haue  quod  sche  sayd  |)us  and  euer  schal  645 

1  wills  no  jying*  ne  nyl  no  pixig  certayne 
But*  as  jou  liste  noujt*  greue^  me  al 

^ugh  ]>at*  my  doughter  and  my  sone  be  slayne  64 & 

At*  jour  comaundement*  J^is  is  to  sayne 

I  haue  noujt*  had  no  part*  of*  children  tweyne 

But*  first*  siknesse  and  after  wo  and  peyne  [leaf  m,  bMk]    651 
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IT  je  ben  oiire  lord  do])  wip  ^onr  owne  ))iiig*  652 

Bi^f  as  3on  liste  aske])  no  rede  at  me 

ffor  as  I  lifte  af  home  al  my  clo]}inge 

Whan  I  tirsf  come  to  jou  right*  so  quod  sche  655 

lefte  I  my  wille  and  al  my  liberte 

And  tok*  jour  clo])ing<  wherfoie  I  jou  preye 

Do]>  30ur  plesaiLce  I  wil  30ur  lusf  obeye  65S 

IT  And  certes  if*  I  hadde  prescience  659 

^oure  wille  to  knowe  or  je  ^our  lusf  me  tolde 

I  wolde  if  do  wi^outen  necligence 

Buf  now  I  wof  jour  lusf  and  whaf  je  wolde  662 

Al  jour  plesauuce  ferme  and  stable  I  holde 

ffor.wiste  I  ]»af  my  dep  wolde  do  jou  ese 

Bighf  gladly  wolde  I  deye  30U  to  plese  665. 

IT  De]y  may  nof  make  no  compa?isoun  666 

vnto  oure  loue  and  whan  pia  marquys  say 

pe  contenaunce  of<  his  wijf*  he  cast  a  doun 

his  eyjen  tuo  and  wondrep  J^af  sche  may  669 

In  pacience  sufi&e  al  pis  array 

And  for])  he  go])  wi])  drery  contynaunce 

Buf  to  his  herte  it  was  righf  gref  plesafice  672 

V  ]us  Oggel  serigaunf  in  ))e  same  wise  673- 

pQ,V  he  hir  doujter  caughte  righf  so  he 

Or  worse  if"  men  worse  can  deuyse 

ha])  henf  hir  sone  ])af  ful  was  of*  beaute  676 

And  euer  in  oon  so  pacient  was  sche 

Thaf  sche  no  cheere  made  of  heuynesse 

Buf  kiste  hir  sone  and  after  gan  if  blesse  679 

IT  Saue  ])is  sche  pr^ed  him  if  ))af  he  mighte  680 

hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  er])e  graue 

his  tendre  lymes  delicaf  to  sighf 

Sso  foules  and  1^  bestes  for  to  saue  68S 
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buf  ache  non  answer  of^  him  mighte  haue 

he  wente  his  wej  as  he  no  ^ing*  ne  roughte 

Buti'  to  Boloigne  he  tendiely  if  broujte  686 

IT  This  nuuquys  wondie]^  euer  lenger  ^e  more    Pmit  us]  687 

vpon  hir  pacience  and  it  p&V  he 

Ne  hadde  so^ly  knowe  ]>er  bifoie 

yaif  parfiHy  hir  children  loued  sche  690 

he  wolde  haue  wende  y&V  of*  som  subtilte 

And  of  malice  or  for  cmel  conage 

That*  sche  hadde  soffired  ]>is  wi^  sad  visage  693 

IT  Buf  wel  he  knewe  next*  himself*  certayne  *     694 

Sche  loued  hir  children  best*  in  euery  wise  / 

But*  now  of^  wommen  wolde  I  aske  fayne 

If  ^ise  assayes  mighte  nou^t*  suffise  /  697 

What*  coupe  a  stordy  housbonde  more  deuyse 

To  proeue  his  w^jf*  and  hire  stedfastnesse 

And  he  contynuyng*  euer  in  sturdynesse  700 

IT  But*  pet  ben  folk*  of*  such  condicioA  701 

That*  whan  ]»ey  haue  a  certein  puipos  take 

Thdy  can  nought*  stynte  of*  here  entencioii 

But*  right*  as  ^y  were  boxmden  to  a  stake  704 

fey  wU  naf  of  fat*  firste  purpos  slake  / 

Bight*  so  fis  marquys  fully  haf  pt^rposed 

To  tempte  his  wijf*  as  he  was  first*  disposed  707 

IT  he  waytef  if  by  word  or  contynance  708 

That*  sche  to  him  was  chaunged  of  corage 

But*  neuer  coude  he  fynde  yariance 

Sche  was  ay  oon  in  hert*  and  in  visage  711 

And  ay  ]>e  furfer  fat*  sche  was  in  age 

f e  more  trewe  if  fat*  it*  were  possible 

Sche  was  to  him  more  lowe  and  more  pesible  714 
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IT  ffor  which  if  semed  fus  J)at*  of«  hem  tuo  715 

fer  nas  but*  oo  wille  for  as  waiter  liste 

That*  same  lusf  was  hire  plesance  also 

And  god  he  ))anked  al  fel  for  pQ  beste  718 

Sche  schewed  weel  for  no  worldly  vnreste 

A  wijf*  as  of"  hir  self"  no  fing"  ne  scholde 

Wille  in  effecte  buf  as  hir  housbond  wolde  721 

)>e  sclaundre  of  waiter  ofte  and  wyde  spradde  722 

That*  of*  a  cruel  herte  he  wikkedly  (iMf  us.  bw^] 

fifor  he  a  pore  womman  wedded  hadde 

ha))  murdred  boj^e  his  children  priuely  725 

Such  n^urmor  was  among*  hem  comunly 

No  wonder  is  for  to  J)e  poeples  eere 

Ther  com  no  word  but*  ^at*  pAj  mordred  were  728 

ffor  which  J)er  as  his  poeple  fer  bifore  729 

hadde  loued  him  wel  pe  sclaunder  of<  his  diffame 

Made  hem  ])af  |>ey  him  hatede  perioTQ 

To  ben  a  murdrer  is  an  hateful  name  732 

Buf  naj^eles  for  ernesf  ne  for  game 

he  of*  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  steute 

To  tempte  his  w^jf*  was  sette  al  his  entente  735 

IT  Whan  faf  his  dou3ter  twelf*  jer  was  of"  age  736 

he  to  f e  court*  of*  Rome  in  subtil  wise 

Enformed  of*  his  wille  and  sente  his  message 

Comaundyng*  hem  suche  buUes  to  deuyse/  739" 

In  ])is  manor  and  in  p'lB  same  gyse 

how  )>af  ]>e  pope  as  for  his  poeples  reste 

Bad  him  to  wedde  ano^^  if*  him  leste  742 

IT  I  say  he  bad  Jay  scholden  countrefete  743 

The  popes  bulles  making*  menciofi 

]>af  he  ha]}  leue  his  firste  wijf*  to  lete 

As  by  ]>e  popes  dispensaciofi  746 
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To  stynte  rancour  and  discenciofi 

Bitwixe  liis  poeple  and  him  pus  spak*  ]>e  bulle 

]7e  which  ])ey  han  publisshed  atte  ftille  749 

^  The  rude  poeple  as  if  no  wonder  is  750 

Wenden  ful  wel  Jjat*  it  hadde  be  rijf  so 

But*  whan  J^is  ty^inges  come  to  Giisildis 

I  deme  fat*  hir  herte  was  ful  wo  753 

And  sche  ylike  sad  for  euermo 

Disposed  was  ))is  humble  creature 

To  aduersite  of*  fortune  al  tendure  756 

^  Abydyng*  euer  his  lust*  and  his  plesa&ce  757 

To  whom  sche  was  jiuen  herte  and  al 

As  to  hire  worldly  verray  suffisaunce  D^f  i39] 

But*  schortly  if*  J>is  stoiy  telle  I  schal  760 

This  marquys  writen  ha]i  in  special 

A  lettiQ  in  which  he  schewe]>  hia  entente 

And  secretly  he  to  boloigne  it*  sente  763 

IT  To  J>e  erl  of*  Panyke  which  fat*  hadde  J>o  764 

Wedded  his  suster  preyed  he  specially 

To  bringen  home  ^ein  his  children  tuo 

But*  he  o  finge  preyed  outrely  767 

With  all6  his  herte  ful  afifectuously 

])at*  he  to  no  wight  ])Ough  men  wolde  enquere 

Schulde  nought  telle  whos  children  ])at*  J^ei  wore  770 

f  But*  seye  pe  mayden  schulde  y-wedded  be  771 

Vnto  pe  marquys  of*  Saluce  right*  anon 
And  as  f  is  erle  was  preyed  right*  so  dede  he 
for  at*  day  sette  he  on  his  day  is  goon)  774 

Toward  Saluce  and  lordes  many  oon 
In  riche  array  Jyis  mayden  for  to  gyde 
hire  jonge  brofei  ryding*  by  hir  syde  777 
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Airayed  was  toward  liir  mariage  778 

This  freisshe  mayde  ful  of*  gemmes  cleere 

'hir  brojjer  which  fat?  vij.  jeer  was  of"  age 

Arrayed  eek*  fal  &eissch  in  his  manere  781 

And  fua  in  gret;*  noblesse  and  wi])  glad  cheere 

Toward  Saluces  schapynge  hire  iourneye 

ffro  day  to  day  Jey  ryden  in  here  weye  784 

IT  Qnartapors. 
[PAET  v.] 

AMong*  al  f is  after  his  wicked  Tsage  785 

J>i8  marquys  3if  his  wijf"  gan  tempte  more 
To  }e  outrest*  proef*  of*  hire  corage 
fiEully  to  han  experiment*  and  lore  788 

If*  ^f  sche  was  as  stidefeusf  as  bifore 
he  on  a  day  in  open  audience 
£Ful  bonstously  ha])  seid  hir  fia  sentence  791 

Certes  Grisildis  I  hadde  ynough  plesaunce  792 

To  han  jou  to  my  wijf*  for  jour  goodnesse 

As  for  jour  troujie  and  jour  obeissance 

"N&if  for  jour  lignage  ne  for  jour  richesse    [Utf  is9,back]     795 

But*  now  quod  he  in  yerray  soj^fastnesae 

J)at*  in  gref  lorschipe  if*  I  wol  auyse 

]>er  is  gret*  seruytute  in  sondry  wise  798 

IF  I  may  not*  do  as  euery  ploughman  may  799 

My  poeple  me  constreyneJ>  for  to  take 

ano]>er  wijf*  and  cryen  day  by  day 

And  eek*  fQ  pope  rancour  for  to  slake  802 

Consente]»  if  ])af  dar  I  yndertake 

And  trewelich  fus  meche  I  wil  jou  seye 

My  newe  wijf*  is  comynge  by  f e  weye  805 

IT  Be  strong*  of*  herte  and  Toyde  anon  hire  place  806 

And  ))ilke  doware  )»at*  je  broughten  me 
Tak*  it*  ajcin  and  graunte  it*  of*  my  grace 
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Ketozne])  to  jour  feidrea  hous  quod  he  809 

No  man  may  alwey  liaue  prosperite 

Wip  euene  herte  I  rede  30U  tendure 

fe  strok*  of*  fortune  or  of*  auenture  812 

IT  And  sche  ajein  answerde  in  pacience  813 

My  lord  seyde  sche  I  wof  &  wiste  alway 

how  ]>af  bitwixe  joure  magnificence 

And  my  pouerte  no  wight*  can  ne  may  816 

maken  comparison  it/  is  no  nay 

I  helde  me  neuer  digne  in  no  manere 

To  be  jour  wijf  ne  jit*  jour  chamberere  819 

And  in  pia  hous  J^er  je  me  lady  made  820 

IT  ^e  hihe  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse 

And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glade 

I  neuer  heelde  me  lady  ne  maystresse  823 

But*  humble  saruaunf  to  jour  worj^inesse 

And  euere  schal  whil  ]>af  my  lijff*  may  dure 

Abouen  eueiy  worldly  creature  826 

IT  That*  je  so  longe  of*  joure  benignite  827 

han  holde  me  in  honour  and  nobleye 

Wher  as  I  was  noujt*  worjy  for  to  be 

)»af  ])anke  I  god  and  jow  whom  I  preye  830 

ifoijelde  if  jow  Jer  nys  no  more  to  seye  peaf  i4oj 

ynto  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wende 

And  wif  him  dweUe  vnto  my  lyues  ende  833 

IT  Ther  I  was  fostred  of<  a  child  ful  smal  834 

Till  be  dede  my  lyf"  J>er  wil  I  lede 

A  wydewe  clene  in  body  herte  and  al 

ffor  sifye  I  jaf  to  jow  my  maydenhede  837 

And  am  jour  trewe  wijf*  if  is  no  drede 

God  schilde  such  a  lordes  wijf*  to  take 

Ano]?er  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make  840 
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IT  And  of"  joure  newe  wyf*  god  of*  his  grace  841 

So  graunte  30U  wele  and  heigh  ^rosperiie 

Ifor  I  wille  gladly  jelden  hire  my  place 

In  which  I  was  blisful  wont*  to  be  844 

ffor  siffe  if  like])  30W  my  lord  quod  sche 

That*  whilom  weren  al  myn  hertes  reste 

]7af  I  Bchal  go  I  wol  go  whan  )ou  leste  847 

IT  Buf  J)er  as  je  me  profre  swich  dowayre  848 

Ay  I  first*  brought*  it*  is  wel  in  my  mynde 

It*  were  my  wrecched  clof  es  no  Jjing*  fayre 

The  whiche  to  me  were  now  ful  hard  to  fynde  851 

0  goode  god  how  gentil  and  how  kynde 
je  semede  by  jour  speche  and  jour  visage 

fe  day  ]>at*  maked  was  our  mariage  854 

But*  so])  IB  seyde  algate  I  fynde  if  trewe  855 

ifor  in  effecte  it*  preuede  is  on  me 

loue  is  uat*  olde  as  whan  ])at*  it  is  newe 

But*  certes  lord  for  non  aduersite  858 

To  deyen  in  ])e  cas  it*  schal  not*  be 

pat*  euer  in  word  or  werk*  I  schal  repente 

pat*  I  jou  jaf*  myn  herte  in  hoi  entente  8G1 

IF  My  lord  je  wot*  pat  in  my  fadres  place  862 

je  dede  me  strepe  out*  of*  my  pore  wedo 

And  richely  me  cladden  of*  jour  grace 

To  jou  brought*  I  noujt*  elles  out*  of  drede  865 

But*  feip  and  nakednesse  and  maydenhedo 

And  here  a3ein  jour  eloping*  I  restore  Deaf  140,  back] 

And  eek*  jour  weddyng*  ryng*  for  euermore  868 

■  IF  The  remenaunt*  of*  30ure  lewellis  redy  be  869 

"Wipinne  jour  chambre  dar  I  sanely  sayn 
Naked  out*  of*  my  fadres  hous  quod  sche 

1  cam  and  naked  I  mot*  agayn  872 
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Al  joure  plesaance  wolde  I  folwe  fayn 

But*  jif  I  hope  it;*  be  naf  ^oare  entente 

That*  smokies  out*  of  3oure  paleys  I  wente  875 

IT  ^e  coude  nou^f  do  so  dishoneste  a  ))ing*  876 

That*  ])ilke  wombe  in  which  jour  children  leye 

Bchulde  hifore  fe  poeple  in  my  walkyng* 

Be  seyn  al  bare  wher  fore  I  jou  preye  /  879 

laf  me  nof  lik*  a  worme  go  by  fe  weye 

Eemembie  30U  myn  owne  lord  so  deere 

I  was  joure  wijf*  ^ough  I  vnworj^y  were  882 

Wherfore  in  g^eidoii  of"  my  maydenhede  883 

Which  J?at*  I  brought*  and  not*  awey  I  here 

As  vouche])  sauf*  to  jif*  me  to  my  medo 

But*  such  a  smok*  as  I  was  wont*  to  were  886 

J)af  I  Jer  wij>  may  wrye  pe  wombe  of*  here 

))af  was  jour  wijf*  and  here  take  I  my  leue 

Of  30U  myn  owen  lord  lest*  I  30U  greue  889 

IT  The  smok/  quod  he  J>af  jjou  hast*  on  f  i  bale*  890 

lat  it*  be  stille  and  here  it*  for])  vrip  ^e 

But*  Tnne]>es  ^ilke  word  he  spak* 

But*  wente  his  wey  for  rew)>e  and  pite  893 

Bifom  ]>e  folk*  hir  seluen  strepe]>  sche 

And  in  hire  smok*  wi])  heued  and  foot*  al  bare 

Toward  hir  fader  hous  is  sche  fare  896 

The  folk*  hir  folwen  wepyng*  in  hire  weye  897 

And  fortune  ay  pej  cursen  as  pey  gon 

But*  sche  fro  weepyng*  kepte  hire  eyhen  dreye 

Ke  in  ^Ib  tyme  word  ne  spak*  sche  noon  900 

hire  fader  )>at*  )»is  tydinge  herde  anon 

Curse)»  ])e  day  and  tyme  ])at*  nature 

8chope  him  to  be  a  lyues  creature  [leaf  ui]         903 
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f  ffor  ouf  of*  doute  pis  olde  pouere  man  .                     904 

]}af  whan  ^e  lord  had  fulfilde  his  corage  906 

ffor  euer  it  demed  si])  it^  fersi**  bigan)  905 

him  wolde  )»inke  it*  were  disparage  907 

To  wedde  oon  of*  so  pore  a  lynage 

To  his  astaf  so  lowe  to  alighte 

And  Yoyde  hire  as  sone  as  eiier  he  mighte  910 

IT  Ajein  his  donghter  hastely  go^  he  911 

ffor  he  by  noyse  of"  folk*  knew  hire  comyng* 

And  wi]y  hire  olde  cote  as  it^  mighte  be 

he  couered  hire  ful  sorwfully  wepynge  914 

But*  on  hir  body  might*  he  it  nof  bringe 

ffor  rude  was  fe  clo]>  and  more  of>  age 

By  fele  dayes  ^an  was  hire  manage  917 

Thns  wi^  hir  fader  for  a  certein  space  918 

DwelleJ  J)is  flour  of*  wyfly  pacience 

J^at*  ney^er  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  face 

Bifom  fe  folk*  ne  eek*  in  here  absence  /  921 

Ne  schewede  sche  j^af  hire  was  don  offence 

Ke  of*  hire  heih  astaf  ])e  remembrance 

Ne  hadde  sche  as  by  hire  contynaunce  924 

No  wonder  is  for  in  hire  gref  astate  925 

hire  gosf  was  euer  in  plein  humilite 

No  tendre  mou])  non  herte  delicate 

No  pompe  ne  semblafit*  of*  realte  928 

But*  ful  of*  pacience  and  benignite 

l)iscrete  and  piydeles  ay  honorable 

And  to  hir  housbonde  euer  meeke  and  stable  931 

IF  Men  speke  of*  lob.  and  most*  for  his  huniblessc         932 

As  clerkes  whan  hem  liste  can  endite 

Namly  of*  men  but  as  in  soj^fastnesse 

|)ough  clerkes  preyse  wommen  but  a  lite  935 
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^er  can  no  man  in  liamblesse  him  aqaite 
As  wommen  can  ne  can  be  half*  so  trewe 
As  wommen  ben  but*  if  be  falle  of*  newe  938 

[PABT  VL] 

T  f&o  Boloigne  is  pia  erl  of*  Panyke  come  /         cietrui.bftcki 

Of  which  ^e  fame  yp  sprong*  to  more  &  lesse  / 

And  to  ye  poeples  eies  alia  and  some  / 

Was  cou)»  eek*  j^at*  a  newe  maiqnysesse  942 

he  vrip  him  brought*  in  such  pompe  and  richesse 

That*  neuer  was  ^er  seyn  wi^  mannes  eye 

So  noble  array  in  al  west*  lumbardye  945 

IT  The  maiquys  which  J>af  schope  and  knew  al  ^is        94G 

Or  ]>af  ^is  erl  were  come  sent*  his  message 

ffor  J^ilke  sely  pore  Gnsildis 

And  sche  with  humble  herte  and  glad  visage  949 

nou^f  wip  no  swollen  herte  in  hire  corage 

Gam  af  his  heste  and  on  hir  knees  hir  sette 

And  reuerently  and  wysly  sche  him  grette  952 

IT  Grisildis  quod  he  my  wille  is  ytterly  953 

))is  mayden  J^af  schal  be  wedded  to  me 

Beceyued  be  to  mom  als  really 

As  possible  is  in  myn  hous  for  to  be  956 

And  eke  ^f  euery  wighf  in  his  degre 

haue  his  astaf  in  sittyng*  and  seruise 

And  heih  plesaunce  as  I  can  besf  deuyse  959 

V  I  haue  no  womman  sufficaunf  certajm  960 

^e  chambres  for  to  aiiaye  in  ordinafice 

After  my  lust*  and  ^erfore  wolde  I  fayn 

Thyn  were  al  such  maner  gpouemance  "969 

povL  knowest*  eek*  of  olde  al  my  plesaunce 

^ngh  pia  array  be  badde  and  yuel  beseye 

Do  ^u  )»i  deuer  atte  leste  weye  966 
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IT  NslV  oonly  lord  Jat*  I  am  glad  quod  sche  967 

To  do  joure  lust*  but*  I  desire  also 

30U  for  to  serue  and  plese  in  my  degre 

Wijjouten  feynyng*  and  schal  eueremo  970 

Ne  neuer  for  no  wele  ne  no  woo 

Nq  scbal  ^e  goosf  wi]>inne  mjn  herte  stente 

To  loue  30U  best/  wij)  al  my  trewe  entente  973 

IT  And  wij>  fat*  word  sclie  gan  the  house  to  dighte        974 

And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make  Deaf  us] 

And  peyned  hire  to  do  al  pa.V  sche  mighte 

Preyinge  J)e  chambereres  for  goddes  sake  977 

To  hasten  hem  and  faste  swepe  and  schake 

And  sche  fe  moste  se?*uisable  of*  alld 

ha})  euery  chambie  arrayed  and  his  halle  980 

^  Abouten  vndren  gan  fis  erl  alighte  981 

And  wiJ)  him  brought*  his  noble  children  tweye 

fifor  wi|>  fe  poeple  ran  to  see  f  e  sight* 

Of*  hire  array  so  richely  byseye  984 

And  ]>an  at*  erst*  amonges  hem  pej  seye 

That*  waiter  was  no  fool  )>ough  ))at*  him  liste 

To  chaunge  his  wyf*  for  it*  was  for  fe  beste  987 

IT  fifor  sche  is  fairer  as  )>ey  demen  alls  988 

]>an  is  Grisilde  and  more  tendre  of*  age 

And  fairer  fruyt*  betwen  hem  schulde  falle 

And  more  plesaunce  for  hire  heih  lynage  991 

hire  bro])er  eek*  so  fair  was  of*  visage 

That*  hem  to  se  )>e'  poeple  ha])  cau^t*  plesaunce 

Commendynge  now  J)e  marquys  gouemaunce  994 

IT  0  stormy  poeple  vnsad  and  euer  vntrewe  995 

Ay  vndiscrete  and  chaungyng*  as  a  fane 

Delityng*  ay  in  rombile  ))at*  is  newe 

fibr  lik^  f  e  mone  ay  wexen  je  and  wane  998 
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Ay  ful  of"  clappyng*  dere  y-nougfi  a  lane 

301110  dome  is  fals  jour  inconstance  wel  pieue]^ 

A  ful  gret*  fool  is  he  pa,V  on  30U  leeue^  1001 

IT  Thus  saiden  sadde  folk*  in  pat  Cite  1002 

Whan  fat*  fe  peple  gazed  vp  and  doun 

ffor  fey  were  glade  righf  for  fe  nouelte 

To  han  a  newe  lady  of*  ouie  toun  1005 

Ko  more  of^  fis  now  make  I  menciouh) 

But*  to  Gnsilde  anon  wil  I  me  dresse 

And  telle  hire  constaiice  and  hire  besynesse  1008 

IT  fful  besy  was  Gnsilde  in  euery  ping*  1009 

Thaf  to  fe  feste  was  ap^rtenent 

Bighf  nought*  was  sche  abays^f  of*  hire  closing*     [if  142,  bk3 

fough  it*  were  rude  and  eek*  somdel  torenf  1012 

But*  with  glad  chere  to  f  e  gate  is  went 

With  oper  folk*  to  grete  pe  marquysesse 

And  after  pat*  dop  forp  hire  besynesse  1015 

IT  Wip  so  glad  chere  his  gestes  sche  resceyuep  1016 

And  connyngly  euerich  in  his  degre 

Thaf  defaute  no  man  apparceyuef 

But*  ay  fey  wondren  what*  sche  mighte  be  1019 

fat*  in  so  pore  array  was  for  to  se 

And  coude  such  honoz^r  &  reuerence 

And  worfily  fey  preysen  hire  prudence  1022 

f  In  al  f  is  mene  while  sche  ne  stente  1023 

f  is  mayde  and  eek*  hir  brof  er  to  comende 

With  alle  hire  herte  in  ful  benigne  entente 

80  wel  fat*  no  man  coufe  hire  pris  amende  1026 

But  atte  laste  whan  f  ise  lordes  wende 

To  sitte  doun  at  mete  he  gan  to  calle 

Grisilde  as  sche  was  besy  in  his  halle  1029 
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IT  Grisilde  quod  he  as  if  were  in  his  pkj  1030 

how  like])  fe  my  w^jf*  and  hire  beaute 

Bight*  wel  quod  sche  my  lord  for  in  good  fey 

A  fairer  sawe  I  nener  non  pan  sche  1033 

I  pray  to  god  ^if*  jon  prosperite 

And  so  hope  I  paf  he  wil  to  30a  sende 

Plesannce  ynow  vnto  jour  lyues  ende  1036 

If  0  ping*  beseke  I  30U  and  wame  also  /  1037 

pat*  je  prike  wip  no  tormentynge 

pis  tendre  mayden  as  je  han  do  mo 

ifor  sche  ia  fostred  in  hire  norischinge  1040 

more  tenderly  and  to  my  supposynge 

Sche  coude  nought*  aduersite  endure 

As  coude  a  pore  fostred  creature/  1043 

And  whan  pis  waiter  saugh  hir  pacience  1044 

hire  glad  cher  and  no  malice  at*  al 

And  he  so  often  hadde  don  hire  offence 

And  sche  ay  sadde  and  constant*  as  a  wal  omT  143] 

Continuyng*  euere  hire  Innocence  oueral 

This  sturdy  marquys  gan  hire  herte  dresse 

To  rewen  on  hire  wyfly  stedfastnesse  1050 

IT  This  is  ynough  Grisilde  myn  quad  he  1051 

Be  now  no  more  agast*  ne  yuel  apayed 

I  haue  py  feip  and  pi  benignite 

As  wel  as  euer  womman)  was  assayed  1054 

In  gref  astate  and  pouereliche  arrayed 

Now  knowe  I  deere  wijf*  py  stedfastnesse  / 

And  hire  in  armes  toke  and  gan  hire  kesse  1057 

IT  And  sche  for  wonder  took*  of*  hit*  no  keepe  1058 

Sche  poujte  nought*  what*  ping*  he  to  hir  sayde/ 

Sche  ferde  as  sche  hadde  stirte  out*  of*  hir  slepe 

Til  ache  out*  of*  hir  masednesse  abrayde  lOGl 
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Giisilde  quod  he  god  pot  /  for  vs  deyed 

]you  aTti*  my  wyf*  ne  non  o]>er  I  haae 

Ne  neuer  hadde  so  god  my  soiite  saue  1064 

IT  This  is  fj  doughty  which  ^ou  hasf  supposed  1065 

To  be  my  wijf*  fat*  oper  feijjfully 

Schal  be  myn  [heir]  as  I  haue  ay  purposed 

]>ou  bare  him  in  pi  body  trewely  1068 

Af  boloygne  haue  I  kept*  hem  piyuyly 

Tak*  hem  a^eiu  for  now  mayst  ^u  not  seye 

fat*  fou  hast*  lorn  non  of*  pj  children  tweye  1071 

IT  And  folk*  )»tt*  operwiae  han  sayd  of*  me  1072 

I  wame  hem  wel  fat*  I  haue  don  f  is  dede 

ffor  no  malice  ne  for  no  cruelte 

But*  for  tassaye  in  f  e  fy  wommanhede  1075 

And  naf  to  slee  my  children  god  forbede 

But*  for  to  kepe  hem  pryuyly  and  stiile 

Til  I  fi  purpos  knewe  and  al  fy  wille  1078 

IT  Whan  fis  herde  a  swowne  doun  sche  fallef  107^ 

ffor  pytous  ioye  and  after  hir  swownynge 

Sche  bofe  hire  jonge  children  to  hire  callef 

And  in  his  annes  pitously  wepynge  1082 

Embracef  hem  and  tendrely  kissinge  [leaf  i48»  back] 

fful  like  a  moder  wif  hire  salte  teeres 

Sche  bafef  bofe  hire  visage  and  hire  heres  1085 

IT  O  which  a  pytous  sight*  it*  was^to  see  1086* 

hir  swownyng*  and  hire  humble  Toys  to  heere 
Graunf  mercy  lord  god  I  fanke  it*  30U  quod  she 
fat*  je  han  saued  me  my  children  deere  1089 

now  rekke  I  neuer  to  be  ded  right*  heere 
Sif  f  e  I  stonde  in  jour  loue  and  in  jour  grace 
Ko  fors  of  def  ne  whan  my  spirit*  pace  1092 
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^  0  tendre  o  dere  o  3onge  children  1113016  1093 

jour  woful  moder  wende  stedefastly 

That*  cruel  houndes  or  som'foul  vermyne 

hadde  eten  30U  buf  god  of*  his  mercy  1096 

And  joure  benigne  fader  tenderly 

hap  don  jou  kepte  and  in  pe  same  stounde 

Al  sodeinly  sche  swapte  a  doun  to  grounde  1099 

IF  And  in  hire  swowne  so  sadly  holde])  sche  1100 

hire  children  tuo  whan  sche  gan  hem  enbrace 

Jaf  with  gref  sleighte  and  wip  gref  difficulte 

fe  children  from  hire  arm  pei  gon  arace  1 103 

O  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitous  face 

Doun  ran  of*  hem  )>at*  stooden  hire  besyde 

vnnefe  aboute.  hire  mighten  fey  abyde  1 106 

tValter  hir  g\adep  and  hir  sorwe  slake})  1 107 

Sche  rysej)  vp  abaysshed  from  hire  traunce 

And  euery  wight*  hire  ioye  and  feste  make  J 

til  sche  ha]>  caught*  ajcin  hir  contenafice  1110 

"Walter  hire  doj)  feijjfully  plesaunce 

pat*  if  is  deynte  for  to  se  pe  cheere 

Bitwixe  hem  tuo  now  fey  ben  mett*  in  feere  1113 

f  This  ladyes  whan  fat*  pey  here  tyme  saye  1114 

han  taken  hire  and  in  to  chambre  goon 

And  streepen  hire  out*  of*  hire  ruyde  array 

And  in  a  clop  of*  gold  pat*  brighte  schoon)  1117 

Wip  a  coroune  0^  many  a  riche  stoon) 

vppon  hire  heed  pey  in  to  halle  hir  broughte  [iMf  144] 

And  pan  sche  was  honoured  as  sche  oughte  1120 

IF  Thus  hap  pis  pitous  day  a  blisful  ende  1121 

ffor  euery  man  and  womman  dop  here  might 

This  day  in  mirpe  and  reuel  to  dispende 

Til  on  pe  welken  schone  pe  sterres  bright  1124 
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ffor  more  solempne  in  enerj  mannes  sight* 

])i8  feste  was  and  gretter  of  costage 

Than  was  ]>e  reuel  of  hire  manage  1127 

IT  fifal  many  a  jeer  in  hih  prosp^rite  1128 

lyuen  fiaQ  tuo  in  concord  and  in  resto 

And  richely  his  doTi3tar  majyed  he 

vnto  a  lord  on  of  Je  worjieste  1131 

Of  alle  ytayle  ])anne  and  pes  &  reste 

his  wyues  fader  in  his  court*  he  kepe)> 

Til  Jyaf  his  soule  out*  of  his  hody  creepe]»  1134 

IT  his  sone  succedi}»  in  his  heritage  1 135 

In  reste  and  pees  after  his  fader  day 

And  fortunat*  eek*  was  in  mariage 

Al  putte  he  nof  his  wijf  in  gret*  assay  1 138 

This  world  is  nof  so  strong*  if  is  no  nay 

As  if  ha])  hen  in  olde  tyme  3ore 

And  herkne^  whaf  ])is  auctor  seip  per^oie  1141 

This  story  ia  sayd  nof  for  paf  wyues  scholde  1142 

JTolwen  grisilde  as  in  humilite 

ffor  if  were  importahle  ]>ough  pej  wolde 

Buf  for  faf  Query  wighf  in  his  degre  1145 

Schulde  he  constante  in  aduersite 

Ab  was  Grisilde  ^erfore  Petrayke  write]) 

J)iB  story  which  he  wi])  his  stile  endite])  1148 

;  ffor  Bipfe  a  womman  was  so  paciente  1 149 

Tnto  a  mortel  man  wel  more  ys  ou^te 
'Besceyuen  al  in  gree  ])af  god  vs  sente 
ffor  grete  skiles  he  preeue])  ])af  he  wrou3te  1 152 

Buf  he  ne  tempte])  no  man  ])af  he  hrou3te 
As  sei])  seinf  lame  3if  30  his  pistil  rede 
He  preue])  folk*  alday  it  is  no  drede        [leaf  iM»i»ck]     1 155 
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And  8ufi&eJ>  ts  as  for  onie  exceicise  1 156 

Wi])  scharpe  scoiges  of*  adueisite 

fiiil  often  to  ben  betyn  in  sondrj  wjse 

Koughf  for  to  knowe  ouie  wille  for  certes  he  1159 

Or  we  were  bom  knew  al  oure  frelete 

And  for  oure  beste  is  al  onre  gouemafice 

lat*  vs  ]>anne  lyue  in  vertuous  sufi&aunce  1 162 

IF  But*  lordinges  o  word  herkenej)  ar  I  go  1163 

It*  weie  ful  hard  to  fynde  now  a  dayes 

In  alia  a  toon  Grisildes  fie  or  tuo 

fifor  if*  ]»af  fey  were  putte  to  snche  assayes  1 166 

The  golde  of  hem  ha])  now  so  badde  layes 

Wijy  bras  ]>af  ]yoagh  fe  coyne  be  fayr  at  eye 

If  wolde  la^er  berst/  a  tuo  faa  plye  1 169 

IT  ffor  which  here  for  fe  wyues  loue  of  Bajre  1 1 70 

Whos  l\jf'  and  al  hire  helj>e  god  mayntene 

In  hire  maystrye  and  eiles  were  if  akape 

1  wolde  wip  lusty  herte  freisahe  and  grene  1173 

Sey  30U  a  song*  to  glade  30U  I  wene 

And  late  vs  stynte  of  emestful  matiere 

herkne])  my  song<  ])af  Beip  in  fia  manere  1176 


IT  lenvoye  de  Chaucere 

%  Grisild  is  deed  and  eek*  hir  pacience 

And  bo]^e  af  oones  buryed  in  ytayle 

Wher  fore  I  crye  in  open  audience  1 179 

Ko  wedded  man  be  hardy  to  assayle  / 

his  wyues  pacience  in  hope  to  fynde  / 

Grisildis  for  in  certes  he  schal  fayle  /  1182 
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0  noble  wyues  ful  of"  heili  prudence 

lat*  non  hnmilite  ^oure  tonge  nayle  / 

Ne  lat*  no  clerk*  haue  cause  or  diligence  1185 

To  write  of*  30U  a  stoiy  of*  such  meruayle 

As  Grisildis  pacienf  and  kjnde 

lest*  chychevache  30W  swolwe  in  hire  entrayle  1188 

Sohreip  herto  and  holde])  no  scilence  [a  ua/otu} 

[but  enere  answeritib  /  in  the  contir-tailla       ff^^rga?*"'  *' 

bet&  nat  bidaffid  /  for  youre  innocence  1191 

but  sharply  take  on  yow  /  the  gou^mailld 

enpoyntet^  wel  this  lessoun  /  in  youre  mynde 

for  comune  profit  /  sith  hit  may  availld  1194 

And  ye  Archiwivis  /  stondith  at  defence 

syn  ye  be  stronge  /  as  is  a  grete  Camailld 

ne  suf&it&  not  /  that  men  do  yow  offence  1197 

and  slender  wivis  /  as  feble  in  bataille 

beith  egre  as  a  Tigre  /  bi-yende  the  se  fer  in  ynde 

ay  clappith  as  a  my  lie  / 1  yow  consaille  1 200 

Ke  dreditfi  hem  nought  doith  hem  no  reuerence 

for  though  thyn  housbond  armed  be  /  in  maille 

the  wordis  of  thi  crabbed  eloquence  1203 

shal  perssha  his  breste  /  and  eke  his  auentaill^ 

in  gelousie  I  rede  eke  /  thow  him  bynde 

and  thow  shalt  make  him  covche  /  as  a  quaille  1206 

Yf  thow  be  feyre  /  there  folk  ben  in  presence 

shewe  thow  thi  visage  /  and  thin  apparaille 

yf  thow  be  foule  /  be  fire  of  thi  dispence  1 209 

to  gete  the  fi^ndis  /  ay  do  thi  travailla 

be  eu^  of  chore  as  light  /  as  leff  on  lynde 

and  lete  him  care  *  wepe  /  wrynge  and  wailld  1213 

Here  endith  the  Gierke  of  Oxonford 
his  tale  /  ] 

CORPUS  520  (6-T.  411)  [this  page,  Arch.  Seld.  B.  14] 


SIX-TKZT   413 
GROUP  Bi    §  4.    MBBCHASfs  ZALB.    CoipilS  lU. 


[and  next  folwi:^  liis  tale  of  lannare  and  ^lay.  gg^p*t 

>m  iher  was  dwellyng  /  in  Lnmbaid je 
a  woithi  knygfit  /  that  boin«  was  in  Pa  vie 
in  whicb  lie  lived  !  in  grete  piosperite 

and  aezti  jeie  /  a  wi£9es  man  was  he  1248 

and  folwed  ay  /  bis  bodjlj  delite 

on  women  /  there  as  was  his  appetite 

as  don  these  foolis  /  that  ben  secnlere 

and  whan  he  was  passed  sexti  yere  1252 

were  hit  for  holynes  /  or  for  dotage 

I  can  not  sej  /  but  snche  a  grete  corage 

had  this  knyght  /  to  be  a  wedded  man 

that  day  and  nig^t  /  he  doth  al  that  he  can  1256 

to  espien  where  he  myghte  /  wedded  be 

prayng  oure  lord  /  grannte  him  that  he 

myghte  onys  knowe  /  of  that  bHsful  liff 

that  is  bitwixe  an  housbonde  /  and  his  wiff  1260 

and  for  to  live  /  ynder  that  holy  bonde 

with  whi(^  first  /  god  man  and  woman  bonde 

noon  other  liff  seide  he  /  is  worthe  a  bene 

for  wedlok  is  so  esy  /  and  so  clene  1264 

that  in  this  world  /  hit  is  a  paradise 

thus  seide  this  olde  knyght  /  that  was  so  wise 

and  c^rteynly  /  as  soth  as  god  is  kynge 

to  take  a  wiff  /  hit  is  a  glorious  thinge  1268 

and  namely  whan  a  man  is  olde  /  and  bore 

than  is  a  wiff  the  fracte  /  of  his  tresore 

than  shnlde  he  take  a  yonge  wiff  /  and  a  feyre   pe^riis,  6acA-] 

on  which  he  myghte  /  engender  him  an  heyre  1 272 
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and  lede  his  liff  in  iuye  /  and  in  solas         {MB  Aroh.  Bell  B.  U] 

where  that  these  bachelers  /  synge  alas 

whan  that  thei  fynden  /  any  aduersite 

in  love  /  which  nys  but  childis  vanyte  1276 

and  trewely  liit  sit  wel  /  to  be  so 

that  bachelers  han  ofte  peyne  and  wo 

on  brotil  gronde  thei  })ilde  /  and  brotilnes 

they  fynden  /  whan  thei  wenyn  sikemes  1280 

thei  live  but  as  a  brid  /  or  as  a  beste 

in  liberte  /  and  vnder  noon  a-reste 

there  as  a  wedded  man  /  in  his  estate 

livith  a  li£f  blisful  /  and  ordynate  1284 

vnder  the  yoke  of  manage  I-bounde 

wel  may  his  herte  /  in  ioye  and  bUs  habounde 

for  who  can  be  so  boxom  /  as  a  wiff 

who  is  so  trewe  /  and  eke  so  ententiff  1288 

to  kepe  him  sike  and  hole  /  as  his  make 

for  wel  or  wo  /  she  wol  him  not  forsake 

she  is  not  wery  /  him  to  loue  and  Berue 

thougfe  that  he  lye  bedred  /  til  he  sterve]   ^^<  JiSj*' " 

And  jif  some  clerkes  seyn  if  nys  nou^t  so  [OoipiuXBjeaf  i4a] 

Of*  which  Theoffraste  /  is  on  of*  ^o 

What*  fots  pei^  theofraste  luste  lye 

Ne  take  no  wijf*  quod  he  for  husbandrye  1296 

As  for  to  spare  in  housholde  ]>in  dispence 

A  trewe  seruai/nt  do^  more  diligence 

l^y  good  to  kepe  )>an  pin  owen  wijf* 

fiTor  sche  wol  clayme  half*  part*  al  hire  lijf*  1300 

And  if*  ]>af  pou.  be  seek*  so  god  me  saue 

|)y  verray  frendes  o]>er  a  trewe  knaue 

"Wol  kepe  pe  bet*  fan  sche  paV  wayte})  ay 

After  pj  good  and  ha  J)  don  many  a  day  1304 

[and  if  thow  take  a  wiff  /  in  thin  age  oolde 

fful  lightly  maist  thow  be  a  Cokewoolde]  [KB  Axoii,  SeUL  B.  U] 

To  pis  entente  and  an  C  si|)es  wurse  1307 

[writeth  tlus  man  /  there  /  god  his  bonys  cors]       BS  b!^ 
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Buf  tak*  no  kepe  of  alle  sucli  vanyte 

Defje  theofrast*  and  herkne  me 

A  wyff"  is  goddes  3ifte  verrayly 

Alle  o])er  maner  ^iftea  hardily  1312 

As  landes  rentes  pasture  or  comune 

O^r  open  jiftes  ^af  moebles  of*  fortune 

^at*  passen  as  a  schadewe  on  a  waH 

Buf  drede  nougM  if*  pleynly  speke  I  schaH  1316 

A  vrjf*  wil  laste  and  in  J^in  hous  endure 

Wei  lenger  J^an  ]ra  luste  to  endure 

mariage  is  a  ful  gref  sacrament 

he  which  ha)>  no  wijf*  I  holde  him  schent  1320 

he  lyue]7  helples  and  is  al  desolaf 

I  speke  of*  folk*  in  seculer  estaf 

And  herkne  why  I  say  nou^t*  pis  for  nou3f 

]>e  womman  is  for  mannes  help  y-wrou^t  1324 

^e  hihe  god  when  he  hadde  adam  maked 

And  sawe  him  allone  bely  naked 

God  of*  his  grete  goodnesse  sayde  he  ^nne 

lete  vs  now  make  an  helpe  to  pis  manne  1328 

ylike  to  himself*  and  ^en  he  made  Eue 

here  may  ^e  se  and  here-by  }e  preue 

That*  wijfi  is  mannes  helpe  and  his  comfort* 

his  paradis  terreste  and  his  disporf        QetfiiMMd]       1332 

So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  sche 

fej  mosten  needes  lyue  in  ynite 

Of*  fleisshe  pei  ben  and  0  fleisch  as  I  gesse 

nou3f  but*  on  herte  in  wele  and  in  distresse  1336 

A  wyf  f  A  seinte  mary  ben^dicite 

how  might*  a  man  han  any  aduersite 

)»at  ha]>  a  wyf*  certes  I  can  noujt*  say 

fe  bhsse  ]7at*  is  bitwexe  hem  tway  1340 

per  may  no  tonge  telle  or  herte  ^ynke 

If*  he  be  pore  sche  helpe]»  him  to  swynke 

Sche  keepi]»  his  good  and  waste])  neuer  a  del 

And  al  ^af  hire  housband  lust*  hir  hkep  wel  1344 
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Sche  saip  noujf  ones  nay  whan  he  sai^  36 

Do  fia  saij)  he  al  redy  sire  sey^  sohe 

0  blisful  ordre  O  wedlok*  precious 

]>ou  arf  so  mery  and  eek*  so  vertuous  1348 

And  so  comended  and  apioued  eke 

That*  euery  man  ])at*  halt/  him  worp  a  leek* 

vpon  his  bare  knees  aughf  al  hii»  lijf 

)»nken  his  god  ]7at*  him  ha])  sent*  a  ^jf*  1352 

0]>eT  preyed  god  him  for  to  sende 

A  wijf*  to  laste  vnto  his  lynes  ende 

fTor  l^anne  his  lijf*  is  sett*  in  sikernesse 

he  may  noa3f  be  desceyued  as  I  gesse  1366 

So  ]>at*  he  werche  after  his  wynes  reed 

)»anne  may  he  boldely  beien  yp  his  heed 

fej  ben  so  trewe  and  so  wys 

for  which  if*  J)ou  wolt*  worchen  as  pe  wyse  1360 

Do  alway  so  as  pe  womman  wol  ^e  lede 

lo  how  ^af  lacob  as  J^ise  clerkes  rede 

By  good  counseil  of*  his  moder  rebekke 

Band  pe  kydes  skyn  abouten  his  nekke  1364 

ffor  which  his  fadres  benysofi  he  wan 

lo  ludith  as  pe  story  eek*  telle  can 

By  wys  counseil  sche  goddes  poeple  kepte 

And  slough  him  Olophinus  whiles  he  slepte   Umtim}   1368 

Lo  how  Abygayle  by  good  counseil  how  J^at*  sche 

Saued  hire  housbonde  Nabal  whan  ^af  he 

Schulde  han  be  slayn  and  loke  after  also 

By  good  counseil  delyu^red  out*  of*  wo  1372 

The  poeple  of*  god  and  made  him  mardoehe 

Of*  Assucr  enchaunccd  for  to  be 

Ther  is  no  pinff  gree  superlatiff 

As  sei^  Senek*  aboue  an  humble  wyf*  1376 

Suffre  J)yn  wyues  tonge  as  Catoun  byf 

Sche  schal  comaunde  and  ^ou  schalt*  suffre  yt* 

And  jit*  sche  woldo  obeye  of*  curtesye 

A  wyf*  is  kepere  of*  fin  housbondrye  1380 
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Wei  may  fe  seoke  man  bewayle  and  wepe  / 

Ther  as  ^er  nys  no  w^jf*  ])e  hous  to  keepe 

I  wame  J>e  if"  wysly  J>ou  wilt*  wirche 

loue  wel  ])y  wyf*  as  crist*  loae]>  his  chirche  1384 

If*  Jou  loue  f y  self*  ))ou  louest*  fj  wyf» 

No  man  hate])  his  Jiesch  but*  in  his  lyf* 

he  fostrej)  it/  and  f erfore  byd  I  ]« 

Cherissche  ])y  wijf*  or  ])oa  schalf  neuer  pe  1388 

honsbond  &  wijf*  whaf  so  men  lape  or  pleye 

Of*  worldly  folk*  holde  J>e  lighte  weye 

fej  ben  so  knyt*  ])er  may  non  hann  betyde 

And  namely  vpon  )>e  wyues  syde  1392 

Sot  which  ])is  lanuarye  of*  which  I  tolde 

Considere])  ha])  in  wi])  his  dayes  olde 

J)e  Insty  J)e  vertuous  quyete 

^at*  is  in  manage  hony  swete  1396 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  day  sent* 

To  telle  hem  ])effect*  of*  bis  entent 

Wi])  face  sadde  he  ha])  hem  ^is  tale  tolde 

he  sayde  firendes  I  am  hoor  and  olde  1400 

And  almost*  god  wot*  at*  my  pittis  brinks 

vpon  my  sowlo  somwhaf  most*  I  ])inke 

I  haue  my  body  folyly  dispended 

y-blessed  be  god  ])af  it  schal  ben  amended  Deafiie,  back]  1404 

jSbr  I  wol  be  certein  a  wedded  man 

And  ])at*  in  sWe  ])e  haste  ])at*  I  can 

vnto  som  mayde  fayr  and  tendre  of*  age 

I  pray  you  schapef  for  my  manage  1408 

Al  sodeinly  for  J  wol  noujt*  abyde 

And  I  wole  fonde  aspye  on  my  syde 

To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastely 

But*  for  as  moche  ))at*  ^e  ben  mo  ]>en  I  1412 

30  schullen  Ta]>cr  such  a  ping  aspyen 

})an  I  and  wher  me  luste  best*  allyen 

But*  o  fing*  wame  I  30U  my  frendes  deere 

I. wol  non  old  wyf*  haue  in  no  manere  /  1416 
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She  Bchal  nou3t*  passe  xyj  ^&s  ceriayn 

Old  fleissfe  and  jong*  fleissh  fat*  wolde  I  han  ful  fayn' 

Bet*  is  quod  he  a  pyk*  fan  a  pykrelle 

And  bet*  fan  olde  beef*  is  fe  tendre  feella  1420 

I  wol  no  womman  xx^  jer  of*  age 

It*  nys  but*  benestraw  and  gret*  forage 

And  eek*  f  is  olde  wydewes  god  it*  woot* 

fey  konne  so  moche  craft*  on  wades  boot*  1424 

So  mocbil  broken  harme  whan  fat*  hem  liste 

fat*  wif  hem  schnlde  I  neuer  lynen  in  reste 

ffor  sondry  scoles  makef  subtile  clerkys 

Wommen  of  many  a  scole  half*  a  clerk*  is  1428 

But*  certeinly  a  ^ong  f  ing*  may  me  gye 

Eighth  as  men  may  warm  wax  wif  handes  to-plye 

ferfore  I  sey  jow  pleinly  in  a  clause 

I  wol  non  old  wijf*  haue  for  fis  cause  1432 

ffor  if*  so  were  if*  I  hadde  so  myschaunce 

That*  I  in  hire  ne  couf  e  han '  no  plesaunce 

fenne  scholde  I  lede  my  l^jf*  in  aduoutrye 

And  so  streyt*  to  fe  deuyl  whan  I  dye  1436 

Ke  children  schulde  I  non  vpon  hire  geten 

3it*  were  me  leuer  houndes  hadde  me  eten 

fan  fat*  myn  heritage  scholde  falle 

In  straunge  hande  and  fus  I  telle  30U  all^     [leafun     1440 

I  dowte  nought*  I  wot*  f  e  cause  why 

men  schulde  wedde  and  forf  ermore  wot*  I 

f er  spekef  many  men  of*  mariage 

fat*  wot*  nomore  of*  hit*  fen  wot*  my  page  1444 

ffor  whiche  causes  men  schulde  take  a  wyf^ 

If*  he  may  not*  chaste  be  by  his  lijf 

Tak*  him  a  wijf*  wif  gret*  deuocioun 

By  cause  of*  leofful  procreaciofi  1448 

Of*  children  to  f e  honour  of*  god  aboue 

And  nought*  only  for  paramour  and  for  loue 

And  for  f  ei  schulden  leccherie  eschue 

And  ^elde  here  dette  whil  fat*  it*  is  newe  1452 
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Or  for  J>af  ilke  man  schulde  helpe  oJ>cr 

In  mesduef*  as  a  soster  schal  do  a  hroper 

And  lyne  in  chastite  ful  heuenly 

But*  sires  by  jonr  lene  faf  am  not*  I  1456 

ffor  [god]  he  ])anked  I  dar  make  auaunf 

I  feele  my  lemes  starke  and  snffisaunf 

To  don  al  ]yaf  a  man  bilonge])  to  do 

I  wof  my  selnen  best*  vbaf  I  may  do  1460 

^11^  I  be  hoor  and  iaxe  J  as  do))  a  tre^ 

])af  blosmeth  er  ])af  fruyt*  y-waze  be 

A  blossemed  tiee  nys  ney])er  draye  ne  deed 

I  feele  me  no  wher  boor  buf  on  myn  beed  1464 

Myn  berte  and  my»  lymes  ben  as  gieene 

As  lanrere  JMif  pui^  ]>e  jer  is  seene 

And  se])enes  je  ban  berd  al  myn  entent 

I  pray  30U  to  my  wille  J>af  je  assent*  1468 

Dyuerse  men  dyuersely  bim  tolde 

Of*  manages  many  ensamples  olde 

Some  blamed  it*  some  preysed  it*  certein 

But*  atte  laste  scbortly  for  to  seyn  1472 

As  alday  falle])  altercaciofL 

Bitwixe  frendes  in  disputacion 

f  er  fel  a  stryf*  betwixe  bis  brejeren  tno 

Of*  wbieb  pat  on  was  cleped  Placebo       D«»f  U7,  iw*]     1476 

Placebo  seyde  0  lanuare  broker 

To  30U  telle  I  ])is  tale  and  to  non  oj^er 

fful  litel  need  badde  ^e  my  lord  so  deere  / 

Counseil  to  aske  of  any  J)af  is  beere  1480 

But*  pat*  je  be  on  so  ful  of*  sapience 

pat*  30U  ne  likep  for  jour  beigb  prudence 

To  weyue  fro  J>e  word  of*  Salomon 

Tbis  word  sayde  be  vnto  vs  euerycbon  1484 

Wirke  alle  ping*  by  counseil  pus  seyde  be 

And  panne  scbalt*  pou  noujt*  repente  pe 

Buf  pougfi  pat*  Salomon  speke  sucb  a  word 

myn  owen  deere  brother  and  my  lord  1488 
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So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  at*  reste 

I  halde  301116  owne  counseil  for  )>e  beste 

ffor  bro])er  myn  of*  me  take  ])is  motyf* 

I  haue  now  ben  a  court*  man  al  my  lyf*  1492 

And  }it*  god  wot*  ^ougft  I  vnworfy  be 

I  bane  standen  in  ful  giet*  degre 

Abouten  lordes  in  ful  gref  estate 

jit*  badde  I  neuer  vnp  non  of  hem  debate  1496 

I  neuer  hem  contraried  trewely 

I  wot*  wel  )»at*  my  lord  can  more  ))an  I 

Wbat*  ])af  be  sai]>  I  balde  it*  ferme  &  stable 

I  saye  ^e  same  or  oj^er  ))ing*  semblable  1500 

A  ful  gret*  fool  is  eny  counseilour 

J>at*  serue])  eny  lord  of*  heih  honour 

])at*  dar  presume  or  ones  ])enken  it/ 

^af  Ms  counseil  schulde  passe  hi^  lordes  witt  1504 

Nay  lordes  ben  no  fooles  by  my  fay 

je  haue  joure  self*  spoken  here  to  day 

So  heih  sentence  so  holy  and  so  wel 

That*  I  consente  and  conferme  euery  del  1508 

joure  wordes  alle  and  joure  opynioun 

By  god  ]>er  nys  no  man  in  al  ]}is  touh) 

Ne  in  y taille  couj^e  bet*  ban  sayd 

Crist*  haldej»  him  of*  piB  ful  wel  a-payd       a«if  uq         1512 

And  trewely  if  is  an  heih  corage 

Of*  eny  man  ])at*  stopen  is  in  age 

To  take  a  jong*  wyf*  by  my  fEuler  kyn 

joure  herte  hange)?  ypon  a  loly  pyn  1516 

Do))  now  in  ])is  matier  right*  as  30U  leste 

ffor  fynally  I  halde  it*  for  J^e  beste 

If  lustynus  ])at*  ay  stiUe  sat*  and  herde 

he  right*  on  ^is  wise  to  Placebo  answerde  1520 

Kow  broJ)€r  myn  be  pacient*  I  preye 

Si))enes  30  ban  sayd  and  herknej)  what*  I  seye 

Senek*  amonges  o|)er  wordes  wyse 

Sei))  ]yat*  a  man  him  oughte  right*  wel  auyse  1524 
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To  whom  he  ^eujp  his  lond  oj^er  his  catel 

And  8eJ>ene3  I  aught/  auyse  me  right*  wel 

To  whom  I  ^iue  my  good  awey  fro  me 

"Wel  more  I  au3te  to  au^se  me  1528 

To  whom  I  jiue  my  body  for  alwey 

I  wame  30U  wel  if  nys  no  childes  pley 

To  take  a  wijf*  wijjoute  auysement* 

Men  moste  enquere  fla  is  myn  assent*  1532 

WheJ>er  she  be  wys  or  sobre  or  dninkelewe 

0}>er  proude  of er  oferwey  a  schrewe 

A  chydester  or  a  wastour  of  fy  good 

Oj^ir  riche  or  pore  or  of*  maneres  wood  1536 

Al  be  if  so  ))af  no  man  fynde  schal 

Kone  in  J>is  worlde  ]>af  trotti]>  hool  in  al 

Ne  man  ne  beeste  suche  as  men  conne  deuyse 

Buf  na]7eles  it  aujf  ynough  suffise  1540 

WiJ)  any  wijf*  if*  ]?af  so  were  sche  hadde 

mo  goode  |>ewes  \>B.n  hire  vices. badde 

And  al  )>is  askef  leiser  for  to  enquere  / 

ffor  god  if  woof  I  haue  wepte  many  a  teere  1544 

fful  priuyly  sij?  faf  I  hadde  a  wyf* 

Preyse  who  so  wole  a  wedded  mannes  lijf* 

Certayn  I  fynde  in  hif  but  coste  and  care 

And  obseTniaunces  of*  alle  blisses  bare  [leaf  14s.  i»ckj 

Ajid  jif  god  wof  my  neygheburs  aboute . 

And  namely  of*  wo77imen  many  a  rowte 

Sayn  J)af  I  haue  ]}e  moste  stedefasf  wijf* 

And  eek*  fe  meekesf  oon  faf  berej)  lijf*  1552 

Buf  I  wof  besf  wher  wryngef  me  my  scho 

3e  may  for  me  righf  as  30U  like])  do 

Auyse])  30U  je  ben  a  man  of*  age 

bow  j)af  3e  entren  in  to  manage  1556 

And  namely  wif  a  jong*  wijf*  and  a  fayr 

By  him  )>af  made  water  er])e  and  ayr 

])e  3onge8t  man  ^aV  is  in  al  f  is  route 

Is  besy  ynough  to  bringen  if  aboute  1560 
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To  han  his  wijf*  allone  truste]?  to  me 

JO  schulle  noujt*  plesen  hire  oonly  jeres  ^re 

])is  is  to  seyn  to  don  hire  plesaunce 

A  w^jf  axej)  ful  many  an  obs67-uaunce  L5G4 

I  pray  jou  J>at*  je  ne  ben  euyl  payed 

Wei  quod  ]}is  lanuard  and  hasf  ])ou  al  sayd 

Stiaw  for  fyn  Senek*  and  for  J>y  prouerbis 

I  coonte  nought*  a  paner  ful  of*  herbes  1568 

Of*  scole  teimes  viser  men  J^an  ])ou 

And  J^ou  hast*  herde  assenteden  right*  now  / 

To  my  purpos  Placebo  what*  say  je 

I  say  it  is  a  cursed  man  quod  he  1572 

])at*  lettejy  matrimonye  sikerly 

And  wij)  ])af  word  ])ay  rysen  sodeinly 

And  ben  assented  ^ly  p&t^  he  scbolde 

Be  weddid  whan  him  luste  and  whan  he  wolde  1576 

ye  fantasye  and  pe  besy  curiousnesse 

£Pro  day  to  day  gan  in  fe  soule  impresse  / 

Of  lanuare  aboute  his  manage  / 

many  fayr  schapp  and  many  fayr  visage  /  1580 

fer  passe^  ])oigh  his  herte  night*  be  night 

As  whos  took*  a  myrour  polisshed  bright* 

And  sette  ifc*  in  a  comune  market*  place 

peime  scholde  he  se  many  a  figure  pace       [ieKri40]        1584 

By  his  myroui  and  in  pe  same  wise 

Gan  lanuan;  in  wi])  his  J^oujf  deuyse 

Of*  maydenes  whiche  ]>at*  dwelte  besyde 

he  wiste  nought*  wher  he  might*  abyde  1588 

ffor  ^ou3  ^at*  oon  ha)>  beaute  in  hire  face  / 

Ano])er  stant*  so  in  fe  poeples  grace  / 

ffor  hire  sadnes  and  hire  benignite 

^at*  of*  pe  poeple  grettest*  voys  hadde  sche  1592 

And  some  were  riche  and  hadde  badde  name 

but*  na]>eles  bitwixe  ernest*  and  game 

he  atte  laste  appoynted.him  on  oon) 

And  leet*  oHe  o^er  fro  his  herte  gon  1596 
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And  cliea  hir  of*  his  owen  auctoiite 

ffor  loue  is  blynd  alday  and  may  noif  se 

And  whan  J)af  he  was  in  |>e  bed  y-biought* 

he  pnrtreyed  in  hia  herte  and  in  his  ])ought*  1600 

hire  &eisshe  beaute  /  and  hir  age  tender 

hire  myddel  smal  and  hir  armes  long*  and  sklender 

hire  wise  gou&maunce  and  hire  grete  gentilnes 

hir  wommanly  berynge  and  hire  sadnes  1604 

And  whan  ])af  he  was  fro  hire  condescended 

him  ])0U3te  his  ))0U3f  mighf  nou^t*  ben  amended 

ffor  whan  ])at*  he  himself*  concluded  hadde 

him  ]>oa3t*  euer  o])er  mannes  witte  so  badde  1608 

]}af  inpossible  it  were  to  replye 

a^ein  his  choys  ])ia  was  his  &ntasye 

his  frendes  sent*  he  to  af  his  instance 

And  preyed  hem  to  don  him  )iaf  plesaunce  1612 

])at<  hastely  ^ej  wolden  don  him  come  / 

he  wolde  abregge  here  labour  alio  and  some 

Keede>  nomore  for  him  to  goon  or  ryde 

he  was  apoynted  pet  he  wolde  abyde  1616 

Placebo  cam  and  eek*  his  freendes  sone 

And  al])er  first*  he  bad  hem  alk  a  bone 

]>af  non  of  hem  non  argumentes  make 

Ajeins  fe  puipos  which  ]>af  he  ha})  take  ciMiritt.  iiMk] 

Which  purpos  was  plesaunt/  to  god  sayde  he 

And  verray  ground  of*  his  pmsp^rite 

he  sayde  J>er  was  a  may  den  in  J>e  toun 

Which  ]7at*  of  beaute  hadde  gref  renoun  1624 

Al  were  it*  so  sche  were  of*  smal  degre 

Suffice^  him  hire  ^oyipQ  and  hire  beaute 

Which  mayde  he  seyde  schulde  ben  his  wiff 

To  lede  in  ese  and  holynesse  his  lijf'  1628 

And  )»anked  god  ]Nif  he  might*  han  hire  al 

p&V  no  wight*  vdp  his  blisse  parten  schal 

And  preyed  hem  to  labours  in  Jiis  neede  / 

And  schaped  ])at*  he  fayled  not*  to  spede  1632 
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ffor  ^anne  be  sejde  his  spirit*  was  at*  eese 

fen  is  quod  be  no  ))ing*  may  me  displese  / 

Saue  o  yiTig  prikeji  in  my  eonscienoe 

fe  wbicb  I  wol  reberse  in  jouie  piesenoe  /  16B6 

I  baue  quod  be  berd  seyd  ful  jore  ago 

J>er  may  no  man  ban  parfyf  blisses  tuo 

]»is  is  to  say  in  erjye  and  eek*  in  beuene 

ffor  ^y  be  kepte  bim  firo  pe  synnes  senene  1640 

And  eek*  for  eu^ry  braoncbe  of*  ^ilke  tie 

9if  is  ^er  so  parfit*  prosperite 

And  so  gref  ese  and  lusf  in  manage 

^at^  euer  I  am  agasf  now  in  myn  age  1644 

])at*  I  scbal  lede  now  so  mery  a  lijf 

[so  delicate  witfiouten  wo  /  or  striff  CM  Aith.  mlb. U; 

L  'no  ffop  m  Oerptu.} 

tbat  I  sbal  baue  myn  beuen  /  in  ertbe]  beere 

ffor  sij^nes  ^at  verray  beuene  is  bougbf  so  de^re         1648 

Wi^  tribulaciofi  and  grel;'  penaunce 

bow  scbolde  I  lyue  in  sucb  plesaunce 

As  alle  wedded  men  dop  -wip  bere  wyues  / 

Come  to  ^e  blisse  pet  crisf  eteme  on  lyue  is  1652 

p\a  is  my  drede  and  jit*  myn  hieperen  tweye 

AssoylleJ)  me  pia  question  I  jou  preye 

lustynus  wbicb  ^af  bated  bis  folye 

Answeiyng*  anon  r^f  in  bis  lapera  1656 

And  for  be  wolde  bis  longe  tale  abregge 

be  wolde  non  auctorite  alegge  pwriMj 

But*  seyde  sire  so  per  be  non  obstacle 

O^er  )»an  J^is  god  of*  bis  beib  miracle  1660 

And  of  bis  mercy  may  so  for  jou  wircbe 

^at*  er  je  ban  jour  jiftes  of  boly  cbircbe 

je  may  repente  of*  wedded  mannes  li^f 

In  wbicb  ye  sayn  pet  is  nei^er  woo  ne  stn^jf*  1664 

And  elles  god  forbede  but*  if*  be  sente 

A  wedded  man  grace  to  repente 

Wei  often  t&pet  Jian  a  sengil  man 

And  J^erfore  sire  pe  beste  reed  I  can  1668 
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Dispejre])  30U  noujf  haaef  in  memoiy 

Paraunter  sche  may  be  ^our  puigatoiy 

Sche  may  be  goddes  mene  and  goddes  whippe 

])an  schal  jour  soule  vp  to  heuene  skippe  1672 

Swifter  ])an  do]>  an  arwe  ouf  of*  a  bowe 

I  bope  to  god  ber-after  scbalt*  )>ou  knowe 

J)af  J)er  nys  non  so  gret*  felicito 

In  mariage  ne  neuer  more  scbal  be  1676 

yaif  30U  scbal  lakke  of  jour  saluacion 

So  ])af  je  Tse  as  skile  is  and  resoun 

)»e  lostes  of*  jour  wijf*  attemp&rellj 

And  ]>af  je  plese  bir  noujt*  to  amorously  1680 

And  ^af  je  kepe  jou  eek*  fro  oj^er  synne  / 

Myn  tale  is  doon  for  my  witte  is  ]?inne 

Be)»  noujf  agasf  here-of*  my  bro)>er 

But*  let*  Ts  wade  fro  ])is  mater  to  ano]>er  1684 

pe  wijf  of  Batbe  ifje  ban  vnderstonde 

Of*  mariage  wbicb  je  ban  on  bonde 

Declared  h&p  ful  wel  in  litel  space 

ffaxep  now  wel  god  baue  jou  in  bis  grace  1688 

And  wi])  yia  word  pia  lustyne  and  bis  bro])er 

ban  take  bere  leue  and  ilke  of*  bem  of*  oper 

ffor  wban  pej  sawe  if  moste  needes  be 

]>ey  wroujteu  so  by  wys  and  sleigH  trete  1692 

])at*  scbe  fia  mayden  wbicb  ]>af  mayus  biglit* 

As  bastely  as  euer  )^af  scbe  migbt*  pMf  iso,  inek] 

Scbal  wedded  be  vnto  lanuarie  / 

If  trowe  if  were  to  long*  jou  to  tarie  1696 

If*  I  jou  tolde  of*  euery  scryf  or  band 

By  wbicb  ])af  scbe  was  feffed  in  bis  land 

0])er  for  to  berken  of*  bire  ricbe  aray 

But  fynally  y-comen  is  pis  day  1 700 

Tliat  to  pQ  cbircbe  bo]ye  ben  pej  wenf 

ffor  to  resceyue  pe  boly  sacrament 

ffor)?  com))  pe  presf  wi))  stole  aboute  bis  nekke  / 

And  bad  bire  be  ylike  Sarra  and  Eebekke  1704 
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In  wisdom  and  troupe  of  maiiage 
And  sayde  his  orisouns  as  is  his  vsage 
And  crouched  hem  and  bad  god  schulde  hem  blesse 
And  made  al  siker  ynough  with  holynesse  /  1708 

)>us  ben  ]>ey  weddid  witJl  solempnite 
And  atte  feste  sitte])  he  and  sche 
WiJ)  oj^er  wor])y  folk*  vpon  f e  deys 
Al  f ul  of*  ioye  and  blisse  is  \>e  paley  s  1712 

And  ful  of*  instrumentz  and  of  vitayle 
^e  moste  deyntevous  of  alld  ytayle 
Byfom  hem  of  instrumentz  which  a  soun 
That*  Orpheus  ne  of  Phebes  ampheoun  1716 

Ke  maden  neuer  such  a  melodye 
And  at  euery  cours  cam  lowde  menstralcie 
y&V  neuer  loab  trumped  for  to  heere  / 
KeiJ>er  Theodomas  jif  half  so  cleere  1720 

And  Thebes  whan  ]>e  cite  was  in  doute  / 
Bacus  ]>e  wyn  hem  schenkej)  al  aboute 
And  venus  lawhe]?  vpon  euery  wight* 
fifor  lanuaiye  was  bycome  here  knight  1724 

And  wolde  boj^e  assayen  his  corage 
In  liberte  and  eek*  in  manage 
And  wijy  hir  fyr  brond  wij)  hire  hand  aboute 
DaunsiJ)  byfom  pe  bryde  al  aboute  1728 

And  certeynly  I  dar  wel  seyn  n^V  ph 
Emyneus  J^at*  god  of  weddyng*  is  Dfl«f  isil 

Sawe  neuer  in  his  lijf  so  mery  a  wedded  man) 
halde  J>ou  fy  pes  ]>ou  poete  Marcean  1732 

])at*  writest*  vs  ]>at*  ilke  weddyng*  mery 
Of  hire  phylologie  and  of  mercurye 
.And  of  j^e  sanges  ]>at*  fe  muses  song* 
So  smale  as  eek*  J>iii  penne  and  eek*  py  tong*  1736 

ifor  to  discryuen  of  pia  mariage 
When  tendre  jouj^e  h&p  wedded  stowpyng*  age 
^er  is  such  myrpe  pnV  it  may  nou^t*  be  write 
AssayeJ)  if  jou  self  fen  may  je  wite  /  1 740 
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If*  f&V  I  lakke  or  non  in  ^is  mateie 

Mayas  J^af  sitf  wij>  so  benigne  a  cheere 

hire  to  beholde  if  semed  fayerye 

Queene  Ester  loked  neuer  wi]»  such  an  yhe  1744 

On  assuer  so  meke  a  look*  hAp  sche 

I  may  30a  nou3t*  deuyse  al  hire  heante 

Buf  ])us  moche  of*  hir  beaute  telle  I  may 

])af  sche  was  like  })e  brighte  morwe  of*  may  174S 

ffiilfilde  of  beaute  and  of  plesaunce 

fia  lanuarye  is  rauysshf  in  a  traonce 

And  at*  euery  tyme  he  loked  on  hire  lace  / 

But*  in  his  herte  he  gan  hire  to  manaee  1752 

^at*  he  ]»af  night*  in  armes  wolde  hir  streyne 

harder  |}an  euyr  parys  did  Eleyne 

But*  na])eles  ^if  had  he  gref  pite 

^at*  ^ilke  night*  offenden  hire  moste*  he  1756 

And  )>ou3t*  alias  0  tender  creature 

Kow  wolde  god  3e  mighte  wel  endure 

Al  my  corrage  /  it*  is  so  scharpe  and  kene 

I  am  agast*  3e  schuUen  it*  nat*  sustene  1760 

But*  god  forbede  p&V  I  did  al  my  myglit* 

Now  wolde  god  fat*  it*  were  waxen  nyght* 

And  )»af  ^e  night*  wolde  lasten  eu^'omo 

I  wolde  p&V  al  ]>is  poeple  were  a  go  1 764 

And  finally  he  do))  all6  his  labour 

As  he  best*  mighte  sauynge  his  honour  pMnu^bMh] 

To  hasten  hem  fro  pe  mete  in  subtil  wise 

^e  tyme  came  ^at*  resoun  was  to  ryse  1768 

And  after  ^at*  men  daunce  and  drynke  faste 

And  spices  al  aboute  fe  bous  ^ay  caste 

And  ful  of*  ioye  and  blisse  is  euery  man 

Al  but*  a  squyer  )>at*  highte  damyan  1772 

Which  karf*  byforn  pQ  knight*  many  a  day 

he  was  so  rauysshed  on  his  lady  may 

That*  for  pe  verray  peyne  he  was  neyj  wood 

Almost*  he  swelt^  and  swowned  pet  he  stood  1776 
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As  ^af  sche  bare  dannsyng*  in  liir  hand 

So  fireisshe  sche  t^as  and  perto  so  likand  '[spurunui] 

And  to  his  bed  he  wenf  him  hastily 

Komore  of*  him  af  ]»is  tyme  speke  I  1780 

Baf  fere  I  lete  him  weepe  ynoagh  and  pleyne 

Till  freissche  may  wil  rewen  on  his  peyne 

IT  O  pmlous  fyr  J^at*  in  pe  bedstraw  bredij> 

O  famuler  foo  )>af  his  seruise  beedi]>  1784 

O  seruaflt*  traytoor  fals  holy  hewe 

I*like  to  ]>e  neddre  sley^  and  in  Bosom  vntrewe 

God  schilde  vs  all6  fio  30ure  iniquitance 

O  lanuare  drunken  in  plesaunce  1788 

O  manage  see  how  ^ine  Damyan 

fin.  oughne  squyer  and  ^yn  borne  man 

Entendi]^  to  do  ^e  yylenye 

Grod  graunte  fe  fin  harmly  foo  to  aspye  1792 

ffor  in  fiB  world  nys  worse  pestylence 

Than  homly  foo  alday  in  fy  pr^ence 

Parfourmed  haj>  fia  deuyn  day  his  ark*  dyume 

No  lenger  may  fe  body  of*  him  soiourne  1796 

The  Orisowte  as  in  fa,V  latitude 

Nighf  wif  his  mantel  >af  is  so  derk*  &  rude 

Gran  for  to  sprede  fe  mysperye  aboute 

ffor  which  departed  is  |>e  lusty  route  1800 

ffor  lanuare  wi})  ])ank*  on  euery  syde 

home  to  here  houses  lustily  fei  ryde  /  Vntut} 

fer  as  ^ey  don  here  ]»inges  as  hem  leste 

And  whanne  ])ay  seye  her  tyme  gon  to  rests  1804 

Sone  after  ^at*  fia  hastyf*  lanuare 

Wol  go  to  bedde  he  wol  no  lengere  care 

he  drynke])  ypocras  clarre  and  vernage 

Of!  spices  hote  to  encresen  Ids  corage  1808 

And  many  a  letuare  hadde  he  fid  fyn 

Suche  as  ^e  cursed  monk*  daun  Constantyn 

ha)»  writen  in  his  book*  of*  coytu 

To  eten  hem  alle  he  nas  no  ^ing*  eschewe  1812 
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And  fus  to  liis  priue  freendes  seyde  lie 

fibr  goddes  loue  as  sone  as  it  may  be 

let?  voyden  alle  fis  hous  in  curteys  wyse  soone  1815 

Men  drunken  and  J^e  trauers  drowe  anone  1817 

The  bryde  was  broujf  to  bedde  as  stiUe  as  stoon  1818 

So  hastede  lanuer  it*  moste  be  doon  [spurious] 

And  whan  pe  bed  was  wi^  ]>e  presf  y-blessed 

Ouf  of*  ^0  chanibre  ha))  eu6rry  wigtit*  him  dressed        1820 

And  lanuare  haj>  fisiste  in  armes  take 

his  freissclie  may  his  paradys  his  make 

he  lulli])  hire  he  kisse])  hire  f  ul  ofte 

WiJ)  fikke  brystles  of*  his  herd  vnsotte  1824 

Tlike  to  pQ  skyn  of*  an  houndfissh  scharp  as  brere 

ffor  he  was  schaue  al  newe  in  his  manere 

he  rubbej)  hire  vpon  hire  teudre  face 

And  sayde  ])us  alias  I  mot*  trespace  1828 

To  jou  my  spouse  and  jou  gretly  ofTende 

Or  tyme  come  Jjat*  I  wol  doun  descende 

But*  na])eles  considere])  ]>is  quod  he 

Jjis  nys  no  werkman  what*  so  euer  he  be  1832 

fat*  may  bofe  wirche  wel  and  hastely 

Jis  wol  be  don  at*  leyaer  parfitly 

It*  is  no  force  how  longe  J)at*  we  pleye 

I  trowe  in  wedlok*  coupled  be  we  tweye  1836 

And  y-blessed  be  J>e  30k*  p&if  we  ben  Inne 

ffor  in  oure  actis  we  may  do  no  synne  /  peaf  W2»  back] 

A  man  may  do  no  synne  wij>  his  wijf* 

Ne  hurte  bimselue  wij>  his  owene  knyf*  1840 

]^ow  we  ban  leue  to  pleye  vs  by  J>e  lawe 

Thus  labourej)  he  til  ])at*  pQ  day  gan  dawe 

And  j)enne  he  take])  a  soppe  in  fyn  clarre 

And  yprigtif  in  his  bedde  panne  sitte])  he  /  1844 

And  after  pat*  he  sang*  ful  lowde  and  cleere 

And  kissed  his  wijf*  and  made  wantoun  cheere 

he  was  al  coltissch  and  ful  of  ragerie 

And  ful  of*  Girgoun  as  is  a  flekked  pye  /  1848 
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^e  slakke  ekyn  aboute  his  nekke  schake)) 

Whil  ]>af  he  sang*  so  channte])  he  and  crake])  / 

But*  god  "wof  whaf  may  ))oiijte  in  hire  herte  / 

Whan  ache  him  saagh  vp  sittyng*  in  his  scherte  1852 

In  his  night*  cappe  and  mp  his  nekke  lene  / 

Sche  preyse])  nou3f  his  pleying*  wor]»  a  bene 

])enne  seyde  he  ^us  my  restyng*  wol  I  take 

"Sow  day  is  come  I  may  no  lenger  wake  1856 

And  doon  he  leyd  his  heed  and  sleep  til  prime 

And  aftirward  whan  ]>at*  he  saugh  his  tyme 

yp  Ty8e}>  lanuare  bnt/  freissche  may 

holf  hire  chambre  vnto  ])e  fer]>e  day  1860 

As  Tsage  is  of  wyues  for  ^e  beste  / 

ffor  euery  labour  som  tyme  mof  haue  reste 

0]>er  elles  longe  may  he  nou^f  endure 

)is  is  to  say  no  lyues  cieatuie  1864 

Be  it  of*  fis8&  or  brid  or  best*  or  man 

l^ow  wol  I  speke  of*  woful  dauyan 

)>af  langure]>  for  loue  as  ^e  schullen  heere 

jrarfbre  I  speke  to  him  in  ])is  manere  1868 

I  say  0  sely  Damyan  alias 

Answere  to  p'lB  demaunde  as  in  ]>is  caa 

how  schalt*  po\x  pj  lady  freisshe  may 

Telle  pj  wo  sche  wole  alway  say  nay  1872 

Eke  if*  J>ou  speke  sche  wole  Jy  wo  bewreye 

God  be  J)in.  helpe  I  can  no  bettre  seye  i  [lennss] 

f\a  sike  damyan  in  Venus  fyre 

So  brenne])  p&V  he  dejep  for  desire  1876 

ffor  which  he  putte  his  liff/  in  aduentur^ 

1^0  lenger  might*  he  in  ^is  wise  endure 

But<  priuyly  a  penner  gan  he  borwe 

And  in  a  lettre  wrof  he  alle  his  sorwe  1880 

In  maner  of*  a  complaynt*  opet  a  lay 

vnto  |)is  £ur  and  freissche  lady  may 

And  in  a  purs  of*  silk*  heng*  on  his  scherte 

he  hap  y-puf  and  leyd  it/  at  his  herte/  1884 
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)>e  more  ])af  af  noon  was  fUke  day 

That*  lanuare  ha])  wedded  ]>af  freissche  may 

In  tuo  of*  Taure  was  in  f e  Cancre  Gliden 

So  longe  ha])  sclie  in  hire  chambre  abjden  1888 

As  costume  is  vnto  fise  noblis  eJle 

A  biyde  schal  nou^f  eten  in  ^e  halld 

Til  dayes  foure  o])er  ])re  dayes  atte  leste 

y-passed  ben  ]>en  laf  hire  go  to  feste  1892 

fQ  ierpe  day  complef  froo  noon  to  noon 

Whan  ]}af  pe  hihe  masse  was  y-doon 

In  halle  sitf  fia  lanuare  and  may 

As  freissh  as  is  ])e  brighte  someres  day  1896 

And  so  bifelle  how  ])at*  fis  goode  man 

EemembreJ)  him  vpon  ])is  damyan 

And  sayde  seinte  mary  how  may  ]>is  be 

That*  Damyan  entendi])  noujt*  to  me  1900 

Is  he  ay  sike  or  how  may  ^is  betyde 

his  squyers  whiche  J^at*  stooden  him  besyde 

Excusynge  him  be  cause  of  his  seknesse 

Which  letted  him  to  don  his  busynesse  1904 

Kon  o]>er  cause  mighte  make  him  care 

That*  me  for)}inke])  quod  ])is  lanuare 

he  is  a  gentil  squyer  by  my  trou])e  / 

If"  fat*  he  deyde  it  were  harm  and  roufe  1908 

he  is  as  wys  discrete  and  secre 

As  eny  man  I  wot*  of*  his  degre  p«tf  iss,  bock] 

And  ferto  manly  and  eek*  seruisable 

And  for  to  ben  a  frifty  man  right*  able  1912 

But*  after  mete  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 

I  wole  my  self  visite  him  and  eek*  may 

To  don  him  al  fe  conf orf  fat*  I  can 

And  for  faf  word  him  blessed  eucry  man  1916 

That*  of  his  bounte  and  of  his  gentibiesse 

He  wolde  so  conforten  him  in  his  siknesse 

His  squyer  for  if  was  a  gentil  dede 

Dame  quod  he  fis  lanuar  take  good  hede  1920 
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Thai^  ai;'  after  mete  )e  vrip  ^our  wotymien  alld 

Whan  je  han  ben  in  chambre  ouf  of<  ]}is  halld 

That*  alltf  je  gon  to  ae  J^ifl  Damyan 

Do])  him  disport*  he  is  a  gentil  man  1924 

And  telle])  him  ]>at  I  wil  him  yisite 

haue  I  no  fuiff  but  rested  me  a  lite 

[and  spede  yow  faste  /  for  I  wol  abide 

til  that  ye  slepe  /  right  bi  my  side]  cm  jlnk  6ei4.  B.  li] 

Now  wip  pa.V  worde  he  gan  to  him  calle 

A  squyer  ])af  was  marschal  of*  his  halle 

And  tolde  him  certeyn  J^inges  what*  he  wolde 

This  freisshe  may  ha])  streyf  hir  weye  holde  1932 

Wif  alltf  hire  wo77»men  ynto  ^is  damyan 

Doun  by  his  beddes  syde  sat*  sche  ]>an 

Confortyng*  him  as  goodly  as  sche  may 

This  damyan  whan  he  his  tjrme  say  1936 

In  secret*  wise  his  pnrs  and  eek*  his  bille 

In  which  ])at*  he  writen  hadde  his  wille 

ha^  pntte  in  to  hire  bond  wi])outon  more 

Sane  ^at*  he  siked  wonder  sore  1940 

And  softely  to  hire  right  fua  sayde  he 

mercy  and  ])af  je  disconere])  non3f  me 

ffor  I  am  ded-if  ])af  ^is  ^ing*  be  kyd 

This  purs  h&f  sche  wi])inne  hir  bosme  hid  1944 

And  went*  hir  way  30  gete  nomore  of*  me 

But*  vnto  lanure  y-comen  is  sche 

And  on  his  beddes  syde  sitte  f ul  softe 

He  take^  hire  and  kisse])  hire  ful  ofte         Dm  im]        1948 

And  leyde  him  doun  to  slepe  and  peAf  anon 

Sche  feyned  hire  as  ]>at*  sche  moste  gon 

^er  as  ^e  woot*  ])at*  euery  wight*  mof  neede 

And  when  sche  of*  pis  bille  hap  taken  heede  1952 

Sche  rent*  it  al  to  cloutes  at*  pe  laste 

And  in  pe  pryue  softely  sche  it  caste 

Who  studie])  now  but*  fayre  freissche  may 

And  a  doun  by  lanuer  sche  lay  1956 
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Thaf  sleep  til  )>af  ]>e  coughe  him  ba))  awaked 

Anon  he  preyed  hir  to  strepen  hire  al  naked 

he  wolde  of*  hire  he  sayde  ofi  hire  haue  som  plesannce 

he  seyde  hire  cloj^es  dide  him  encombrannce  1960 

And  sche  obeye]^  be  he  leef*  or  lo]^ 

But*  lest*  Jiat*  precions  folk'  be  wi)>  me  wro)) 

how  ^at^  he  wronjte  I  dar  to  30a  noujt*  telle 

Oper  whether  ^af  he  fovLjt  on  paradys  o])er  of  belle  1964 

£uf  I  lete  hem  worchen  in  here  wise 

TU  eaesong*  rynge  and  ^af  J^ey  moste  aryse  / 

Were  if  by  destyne  opir  by  anentore 

Were  it*  by  inflnence  or  by  natore  1968 

0])eT  in  constillacton  ])af  in  such  estat 

The  heuene  stood  ]>at*  tyme  fortunat 

Was  for  to  pntte  a  bille  of*  yenus  werkis 

ffor  alk  ping*  hap  tyme  as  seyn  pise  clerkis  197? 

To  any  womman  for  to  gete  hir  lone 

I  can  nou3t*  say  but  pe  grete  god  aboue 

pat*  knowep  pat*  non  acte  is  canseles 

he  demep  of*  alk  for  I  wol  holde  my  pes  1976 

But*  sop  13  pis  how  pat*  pis  freissche  may 

hap  take  such  imprassiofi  pat*  day 

On  pite  of*  pis  sike  Damyan 

pat*  fro  hir  herte  sche  ne  dryue  can  1930 

pe  remembrance  for  to  don  him  eese 

Certein  poujt*  sche  whom  pat*  pi^  ping*  displese 

I  rekke  nou3t*  for  here  I  him  assure 

To  loue  him  best*  of*  eny  creature  /       cu»f  im,  i»  k]       1934 

pough  he  na  more  nadde  pan  his  scherte 

lo  pite  rennep  sone  in  gentil  herte 

Her  may  je  se  how  excellent*  franchise 

In  wommen  is  whan  pey  narwe  hem  auyse  1988 

Som  tyrant*  per  is  as  per  ben  many  oon 

pat*  hap  an  herte  as  hard  as  eny  stoon 

Which  wolde  ban  lete  him  steruen  in  pe  place 

Wei  raper  pan  haue  graunted  him  pat*  grace  1992 
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And  hem  reioysen  in  heio  cruel  pryde 

And  leeched  noTi3t*  to  ben  an  homicide 

IT  This  gentil  may  fuMld  of  alld  pite 

Eight*  so  of*  hire  hond  a  lettie  made  sche  1996 

In  which  sche  grajudeip  him  of  hire  verray  grace 

per  lacke]}  noujt*  oonly  bnf  day  and  space 

Wher  ]>af  sche  mighte  to  his  lusf  suffise 

fioT  it^  schal  be  right*  as  he  wol  deuyse  2000 

And  whan  sche  sangh  hire  tyme  vpon  a  day 

To  visite  J^is  damyan  go)>  faire  may 

And  sotilly  jfis  lettie  doun  sche  ])riste 

ynder  his  pilwe  rede  iff*  him  liste  2004 

Sche  take^  him  by  ))e  hond  and  haide  him  twisto 

So  secrely  pa.V  no  wighf  hif  wiste 

And  bad  him  be  al  hool  and  for]y  sche  wente 

To  lanoare  whan  ^af  he  for  hire  sente  2008 

Tp  ryse)»  Damyan)  pe  nexte  morwe 

Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe 

he  kembi])  him  and  proyne)>  him  and  pike^ 

he  do])  al  ]>af  fis  lady  lust  and  like|»  2012 

And  ek*  to  lanuare  he  go^  as  lowe 

As  euer  did  a  dogge  for  |>e  bowe 

he  is  so  plesaunf  vnto  euery  man 

ffor  craft*  is  al  who  so  ^af  it  can  2016 

J^af  euery  wighf  is  fayn  to  teche  him  good 

And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood 

^us  lete  I  Damyan  aboute  his  neede 

And  my  tale  for]»  I  wil  procede  [letf  issj  2020 

Some  clerkes  halden  j^af  felicite  f 

Stant*  in  delite  and  ^^ore  he 

This  noble  lanuare  wij>  alk  his  might 

In  honeste  wise  as  longe])  to  a  knight*  2024 

Schop  him  to  lyue  f ul  deliciously 

his  housynge  his  array  al  honestely 

To  his  degre  was  maked  as  a  kinges 

Am&ng*  o])ir  of*  his  honeste  ])inge8  2028 
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lie  hadde  a  gardyn  walled  al  wij>  stoon 

So  fair  a  gardyn  wot*  I  nowher  noon 

ffor  out*  of«  doute  I  verrayly  Buppoae 

)>af  he  faf  wroof  fe  romance  of*  J)e  rose  2033 

Ke  coujje  of*  if  J>e  beaute  wel  deuyse 

ne  pryapus  ne  mighte  nat*  suffise 

J)OT^  he  be  god  of*  gardyns  for  to  telle 

The  beaute  of*  pe  gardyn  and  of*  J>e  velle  2036 

Jat*  stood  vnder  a  laurer  alway  gieene 

fful  often  tyme  king*  Pluto  and  his  queene 

Preserpyna  and  alle  hire  fayerie 

Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodye  2040 

aboute  ])at*  welle  and  daunced  as  men  tolde 

yia  noble  knight*  fis  lanuara  ]>e  olde 

Suche  deynte  ha])  in  if  to  walken  and  to  pleye 

]>af  he  wol  suiTre  no  wighf  to  here  pe  keye  2044 

Saue  he  himself*  or  of*  ])e  smale  wikef 

he  bar  alwey  of*  siluer  a  clykef 

Wi)>  pe  whiche  whan  ]>af  him  lusf  vnschette 

And  whan  Jaf  he  wolde  paye  his  wijf*  his  dette  2048 

In  somer  sesofl  fider  wolde  he  go 

And  may  his  wijf*  and  no  wighf  buf  }>ay  tuo 

A  pinges  whiche  J>af  were  noujf  don  a  bedde 

bey  in  pe  gardyn  parformed  han  and  spedde  2052 

And  in  pis  wise  many  a  mery  day 

lyuede  pis  lanuare  and  ireissche  may 

Buf  worldly  ioye  may  nou^f  alwey  endure 

To  lanuare  ne  to  no  worldly  creature       [i«rfiB&,i»ck]     2056 

0  sodeyn  happ  0  pou  fortune  vnstable  / 

I-lik6  to  pe  scorpiofi  vnstable  / 

Thaf  flateresf  wip  pin  heed  whan  pou  wolf  stynge 

Thyn  tayl  is  dep  poru^  pin  ennenemynge  2060 

0  brutel  ioye  0  swete  poysofi  queynte 

0  mustier  paf  sotilly  cansf  peynte 

bine  aiftes  ynder  pe  hewe  of*  stedefastnesse 

*baf  pou  disceyuedesf  hope  more  and  lesse  2064 
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Why  hast*  fou  lannare  pus  deceyued 

And  haddist^  him  for  fi  fulle  frend  receyaed 

And  now  pon  hast*  byraft*  him  hope  his  eyen 

ffor  sorwe  of  which  desire])  he  to  deyen  206d 

Alias  pis  noble  lanaar^  ]}af  is  so  fre 

Amydde  his  lusf  and  his  prospente 

Is  woxen  blynde  and  al  sodeynly 

his  dep  ferioxe  desirejy  he  outrely  2072 

And  per  wi|)  al  fe  fyr  of*  lelousye 

leste  pat*  his  wijf*  schulde  falle  in  som  folye 

So  brent*  his  herte  pat*  he  wolde  fayn 

That*  som  man  bope  hire  and  him  hadde  slayn  2076 

ffor  nener  [after]  his  dep  ne  in  his  lyf 

Ne  wolde  he  pat*  sche  were  loue  ne  wyf 

Bat  ener  lyue  as  a  wydewe  in  elopes  blake 

Soiile  as  pe  turtil  dop  pat*  hap  lost*  hire  make  /  2080 

But*  at*  pe  laste  after  a  monpe  or  tweye 

his  sorwe  gan  to  swage  sop  to  seyo 

ffor  when  he  wiste  it/  may  non  oper  be 

he  paciently  took*  his  aduersite  2084 

Safi  out*  of*  doute  may  he  non3t*  forgon 

pat*  he  nas  lelous  euermore  in  oon 

Which  lelousie  it*  was  so  outrageous 

pat*  neiper  in  halle  ne  in  non  oper  hous  2088 

he  nolde  sufire  hire  for  to  ryde  ne  go 

Ne  in  non  oper  place  neuer  pe  mo 

But*  if*  pat*  he  hadde  bond  on  hire  alway 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  wepep  freisshe  may         Deaf  i&6]      2092 

That*  louep  Damyan  so  benignely 

pat*  sche  moot*  eyper  deye  sodeinly 

Or  elles  sche  mote  ban  him  at*  hire  leste 

sche  waytep  whan  hir  herte  wolde  toberste  2096 

ypon  pat*  oper  syde  Damyan 

Bycomen  is  pe  sorwfulleste  man 

pat*  euere  was  for  neiper  night*  nor  day 

Ne  might*  he  speke  a  word  to  freisshe  may  2100 
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As  to  his  purpos  of^  no  such  matieie  / 

Buf  if*  j^af  lannarie  most*  if  here  / 

^af  hadde  oon  houd  on  hir  oner  mo 

And  na]»eles  by  wiytyngi  to  and  fro  210-1 

And  pryue  signes  wist*  he  whaf  sche  ment/ 

And  sche  knew  of*  fe  signe  of*  his  entent 

O  lannarie  whaf  mighte  pe  affajle  / 

^ou  mightesf  see  as  fer  as  schippes  sayle  2108 

ffor  a[8]  good  is  a  blynd  disceyned  be 

As  to  be  deceyued  whan  a  man  may  so 

Lo  aigus  whi(^  ]}af  hadde  an  C.  eyen 

ffbr  al  ^af  euer  he  con))e  poure  or  prien  2112 

jif  was  he  blenf  and  god  wof  so  ben  mo 

]}af  wenyn  wisly  Jrat  it  nys  naf  so 

Passe  oner  is  an  ese  and  say  nomoie 

This  freissche  may  of  which  I  spak*  of*  yoie  2116 

In  wann  wax  haf  empiynted  fiB  clikef 

^at  lanuarye  bar  of*  ])is  smale  wykef 

By  which  ynto  his  gardyn  ofte  he  wente 

And  Damyan  ^at  knew  hire  entente  2120 

^e  clykef  countrefeted  priuily 

Ther  nys  no  more  to  say  but  hastyly 

Som  wonder  by  his  clikef  schal  betyde  / 

"Which  30  schullen  heere  if  je  woln  abyde  2124 

0  noble  Ovyde  so])  saisf  )>ou  god  wot 

Whaf  sleighf  is  if  ])ongh  it  be  long*  and  hoot 

Thaf  he  nyl  fynde  it  out  in  som  manere 

By  Pyiamus  and  Thysbe  may  men  leere  pMrise^tacki 

]>ough  ]>ey  were  kepte  ful  longe  stiei^f  ouer  al 

J^ey  ben  acorded  rownynge  ^urgh  a  wal 

J}er  is  no  wighf  couJ>e  han  fonnde  ouf  such  a  sleijte 

Buf  now  to  purpos  er  ])af  dayes  eyjte  2132 

Were  passed  or  fe  mon)ye  of*  luyl  byfille 

faif  lanuarye  ha^  caughf  so  gref  a  wille 

))urgh  eggyng*  of  his  wijf  him  for  to  pleye 

In  his  gardyn  and  no  wighf  buf  pey  tweye  2136 

COBPUS  845  (6-T.  407) 
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Thaf  in  a  morwe  vnto  his  may  sayde  he 

Rise  vp  my  wyf/  my  loue  my  lady  fre 

^  turtlis  Toys  is  herd  my  doufe  sweete 

The  vynter  is  gon  wit^L  alle  his  reynes  weete  2140 

Com  forj  now  ynp  Jin  eyen  columbyne 

how  fairer  ben  Jy  brestes  Jan  is  wyne 

Je  gardyn  is  enclosed  al  aboute 

Come  for  J  my  white  spouse  out*  of  doute  2144 

Jon  hasf  me  wonnded  in  myn  herie  0  wyf 

No  spotte  in  Je  nas  in  al  Jy  lyf^ 

Com  forj  and  let  ys  taken  onre  disport 

I  chees  Je  for  my  wyff  and  my  confort^  2148 

Suche  olde  lowde  wordes  vsed  he 

On  damyan  a  signe  made  sche 

That*  he  scholde  go  bifom  wij  his  clyket 

Jis  damyan  haj  opened  Je  wyket  2152 

And  in  he  sterte  and  Jaf  in  such  maneie 

Jat*  no  wighf  might*  it  se  ne  heere 

And  stille  he  sitt*  vnder  a  bussch  anon 

This  lanuaie  so  blynd  as  is  a  stoon  2156 

WiJ  mayns  in  his  bond  and  no  wight*  mo 

In  to  his  freisshe  gardyn  is  he  go 

And  clapte  to  Je  wykef  sodeynly 

Now  wiff*  quod  he  her  nys  but  Jon  and  I  2160 

Jaf  art*  Je  creature  Jat*  I  best  loue 

ffor  by  Jaf  lord  Jaf  sitf  ys  all^  aboue 

I  hadde  leuer  deyen  on  a  knyf* 

Then  Je  offenden  deere  trewe  wyf*  penfiKT]  2164 

ffor  goddes  sake  Jenk*  how  I  Je  chees 

Nou3f  for  no  coueytise  dowteles  / 

But*  oonly  for  Je  loue  I  hadde  to  Je 

And  Jough  Jat*  I  be  olde  and  may  noujf  se  2168 

Be  to  me  trewe  and  I  wol  telle  jou  why 

Certes  Jre  Jinges  scholden  30  wynne  Jerby 

fiirst*  loue  of*  crist*  and  to  jour  self*  honour 

And  al  myn  heritage  toun  and  tour  2172 
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I  jiue  if  50W  make])  Chartrea  sa  30a  leste 

This  sclial  1)6  do  to  morwe  er  sonnes  Teste 

80  wislj  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisae 

And  pieye  30U  on  couenaunt  )»at*  je  me  kisse  2176 

And  ]>oug!i  ]»af  I  be  lelous  -wyte  me  nou^t 

je  ben  so  deepe  enprjnted  in  my  fon^if 

fskif  whan  ])af  I  considere  30111  beaute 

And  ^er  wip  al  |)e  vnHkly  elde  of*  me  2180 

I  may  non3ti  ceites  ])ough  I  sckulde  deye 

ffor-bere  to  ben  out*  of"  3our  companye 

ffor  yerray  loue  ]>is  is  wij^outen  doute 

l^ow.  kisse  me  vnjt  and  lef  vs  rome  aboute  2184 

IT  This  freissche  may  whan  sche  \>\a  wordes  herde  / 

Benignely  to  lauuarye  answerde 

But*  firsf  and  forward  sche  bygan  to  weepe 

I  haue  quod  sche  a  soule  for  to  keepe  2188 

As  wel  as  30  and  ako  myn  honour 

And  of*  my  wifhede  filke  tendre  flour 

Which  ]yat*  I  haue  asseured  in  30ur  hand 

Whan  ])at<  pe  presf  to  yow  my  body  band  2192 

Wher-fore  I  wol  answere  in  jjis  manere 

Wi])  ]>e  leue  of*  30U  my  lord  so  deere 

1  pray  god  j^at*  nouer  dawe  )»af  day 

])af  I  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  womman  may  2196 

If*  euer  I  do  vnto  my  kynne  )yaf  schame  / 

Ofer  elles  I  empeyre  so  my  name  / 

])af  y  be  fals  and  if*  I  do  pa,V  lak* 

To  strype  me  and  putte  me  in  a  sakk*     [iMif  is7,  inck]     2200 

And  in  fe  nexte  lyuer  do  me  drenche 

I  am  a  gentil  woTTiman  and  no  wenche 

Why  speke  36  fus  buf  men  ben  euer  vntrewe 

And  wommen  han  reproefi  of*  30U  ay  newe  2204 

36  can  non  oJ>er  contynaunce  I  leeae 

£uf  speke  to  vs  as  yntriste  and  in  repreue 

And  wi])  ])at*  word  sche  saugh  wher  damyan 

JSat  in  ^e  bussb  and  knelen  he  bigan  2208 
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And  ynf  hire  fynger  signes  made  Bcbe 

])at*  Damyan  schulde  clymbe  ypon  a  tree 

Jiat*  charged  was  wij)  &uyf  and  vp  he  inrente 

ffor  verrayly  he  knew  al  hire  entente  2212 

And  euery  sigue  ya,^  sche  coa)>e  make 

Wei  bet*  )»an  lanuarye  hir  owne  make 

fibr  in  a  lettre  sche  hadde  told  him  al 

Of^  pia  matiere  how  he  worche  schal  2216 

And  ^us  I  lete  him  sitte  in  ])e  Pyry 

And  lanuarye  and  mayna  rownynge  myry 

If  Brighf  was  ^e  day  and  blew  ])e  firmament 

Phebus  of*  gold  doun  ha])  his  stremes  sent  2220 

To  gladen  enery  flour  wi^  his  warmnesse 

he  was  ])at*  tyme  in  Gemynys  as  I  gesse 

Buf  litel  fro  his  declynaciofl 

Of*  Cancer  louys  exaltaciofl  2224 

And  so  bifelle  ])af  in  a  biighf  morwetyde 

])at*  in  pe  gardyn  on  ])af  fer^er  syde  / 

Pluto  Jat*  is  ^e  king*  of*  fayerye 

And  many  a  lady  in  his  companye  2228 

fTolwyng^  his  wyf*  pe  queene  proserpyna 

Which  f af  he  rauyssched  out*  of"  Proserpyna 

Whiles  p&if  sche  gaderede  floures  in  a  mede 

In  Claudian  ^e  may  ^e  storyes  rede  2232 

how  in  his  grysly  carte  he  hire  fette 

This  kyng*  of*  fayerie  a  doun  him  sette 

ypon  a  benche  of/  toruys  freissch  and  grene 

And  right*  anon  seyde  he  ]>us  to  his  queene   De^iss}     2236 

My  wijf  quod  he  J)af  may  no  wighf  seye  nay 

^e  expmens  proue)>  if  eu^ry  day 

J)e  tresoun  which  ^at*  womman  do]»  to  man 

Ten  hundred  ^ousand  tellen  I  can  /  2240 

Rotable  of  ^onr  yntrou]>e  and  brytilnes 

O  Salamon  richest*  of  alia  richesse 

fiulfild  of*  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie 

fiiil  worJ)y  ben  ]>yne  wordes  to  memorie  2244 
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To  eiierj  wi^f  fBif  witt^  and  lesofl  can 

^118  pieise|»  he  jif  ^e  bounte  of  man 

Among*  a  ^usand  men  ^it^  fond  I  on 

But*  of  alk  wommen  fond  he  nener  noon  2248 

)}U8  sei^  fe  long*  yai  knowe^  jonre  wickednes  / 

And  Ihestu  filius  Cyrak*  as  I  ges  / 

Ke  speke])  of  jou  but^  seeldyn  reueiens 

A  wilde  fuyie  a  corampte  pestikns  2252 

So  hUe  Tpon  ^onr  bod  yes  jit^  to  njg^t^ 

Ke  8e  je  noo^f  fia  honnrable  knights 

By  cause  alias  ^1^  he  is  blynd  and  old 

his  owne  man  schal  make  him  kokewold  2256 

Lo  wher  he  sitte  ye  lecchonr  in  )»e  tree 

Kow'wol  I  gronnte  of  myn  mageste 

Tnto  )ds  olde  blynde  wor]yy  knight 

]^f  he  schal  han  ajein  his  ey^en  sighl^  2260 

Whan  ]>af  his  w\jf  wolde  don  him  vylenyo 

(an  schal  he  knowe  al  hire  harlottrie 

"Bope  in  lepieef  of  hiie  and  ofet  mo 

je  schal  quod  Pioseipyn  and  wol  ^e  so  2264 

Now  by  mo  moodies  syres  soule  I  swere 

(af  I  schal  jeuyn  hiie  soffisaont^  answers 

And  all^  wommen  after  for  ;our  sake  / 

]iaf  Jyough  fey  ben  in  eny  gilf  y-take  2268 

Vlip  face  bold  fei  scholden  hemself  excuse 

And  here  hem  donn  (af  wolden  hem  accuse  / 

ffor  lakke  of  answere  non  of  hem  scholde  deyen 

Al  hadde  je  seye  a  ping  wi)»  hoye  jour  eyjen      poif  iss^bMk] 

}if  schullen  we  so  yisagen  if  hardyly 

And  weepe  and  swere  and  chide  subtyly 

y&p  je  schuln  ben  as  lewed  as  here  gees 

Whaf  rekke]F  me  of  jour  auctoritees  2276 

I  wof  wel  (is  lewe  (is  Salamon 

£Eand  of  vs  wommen  fooles  many  oou 

Buf  (ough  (af  he  ne  fond  no  good  womman 

(er  ha(  I-founde  many  ano(er  man  2280 

CORPUS  849  (6-T.  471) 
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Wommen  ful  trewe  ful  good  fol  yerkioxis 

Witnesse  on  hem  fa,if  dwellen  in  cristes  hous 

"WiJ)  marididom  Jey  pronyd  htV  Constance  \}  MS  K] 

"pe  Komayne  lestes  maken  remembrance  2284 

Of*  many  a  verray  trewe  wijf"  also 

but*  sire  ne  hep  noi^f  ttto))  as  be  if  so 

)»ou3  ^at*  he  seyde  he  fond  no  ^od  womman 

I  pray  30U  take  ^e  sentence  of*  fe  man  2288 

he  mente  pna  ^af  in  soueiayne  bounte 

Nis  non  but  god  bnf  ney]>6r  he  ne  sche 

Ey  for  veiray  god  f  af  nys  but  oon 

What*  make  50  so  moche  of*  Salamon  2292 

Whaf  ]>ough  he  made  a  temple  goddes  hous 

What*  ^ough  he  were  riche  and  glorious 

So  made  he  a  temple  ofi  false  godis 

Who  mighte  do  a  fmg  J^af  more  forbode  is  2296 

Paide  as  fayr  as  he  his  name  in-plastre 

he  was  a  lecchour  and  an  ydolastrd 

And  in  his  eelde  he  yerry  god  forsook^ 

And  if*  ]yat*  god  ne  hadde  as  Beip  ]>e  book*  2300 

y-spared  him  for  his  fadres  sake  he  scholde 

haue  losf  his  regno  sonner  ]»an  he  wolde 

I  sette  nou^t*  of  aUe  pQ  vylenye 

]>af  je  of*  wommen  wite  a  bottirflye  2304 

I  am  a  womman  needes  moof  I  speke 

0))er  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke 

ffor  si^nes  he  seyde  })af  we  ben  langeleresses 

As  euer  mote  I  brouke  hope  my  tiesses        Deaf  is9]      2308 

I  schal  not*  spare  for  no  curtesye 

To  speke  him  harm  )>af  wolde  ys  yilanye 

Dame  quod  p\a  pluto  be  no  lengere  wro]) 

I  jiue  if  yp  buf  8e])ens  I  swor  myn  of  2312 

]>af  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sighf  a^ein 

My  word  schal  stonde  ]>af  wame  I  ^e  certayn) 

I  am  a  king*  if  sitf  me  noujf  to  lye 

And  I  quod  sche  a  queen  of»  fayeiye  2316 
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hire  answere  sclie  schal  haue  I  vndeitake 

lef  Ys  no  more  wordes  make  2318 

[Far  the  rest  of  the  Tale  (from  MS  Arch.  Sdd,  B.  14)  see 

the  Appendix.] 
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[TH£:  PROEM.] 

IT  The  p[ro]loge  of  J)e  ffrankfelejn 

Thise  olde  gentile  biitouns  in  here  dayes         [on  xm^uo] 
Of  diuerse  auentures  maden  layes 
Eymeden  in  here  firste  britoun  tonge 
Whiche  lajes  with  here  instrumentz  J^ey  songe  712 

O^er  elles  radden  hem  for  here  plesaunce 
And  on  of  hem  haue  I  in  remembraunce 
Which  I  schal  seye  wi]»  as  good  wiUe  as  I  can 
Buf  sires  by  cause  ^af  I  am  a  burel  man  716 

At*  my  begynnyng*  first*  I  jon  beseche 
haue])  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche 
I  lemed  neuer  rethorik'  certayn 

\mg  )»f  I  speke  if  mot*  be  bare  and  playiD  720 

I  alepte  neuer  on  ]ye  mounf  of  p^maso 
JS'e  neuer  lered  Marcus  Thullius  ne  Githero 
Colours  of  Eethorik*  ne  knowe  I  non  wipouten  drede 
Buf  suche  coloures  as  growen  in  ])e  mede  724 

O^ir  elles  suche  as  men  dye  or  peynte 
Colours  of  Rethorik'  ben  me  to  queynte 
Myn  spyrif  felejy  nou^f  of  such  mateie 
Buf  if  30  luste  my  tale  schul  ^e  nof  here  728 


[THE  TALE,] 

her  was  a  knighf  ]>af  loued  and  did  his  peyne  730 
In  amoryke  ^af  cleped  is  Briteyne  729 

To  semen  a  lady  in  his  beste  wise 
And  many  a  labour  and  many  a  gref  empnise  732 
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he  for  his  lady  wroujf  er  sche  were  wonne 

£for  sche  was  on  ])e  fairest*  ynder  sonne  pMfi50iiw«icl 

And  eek*  perio  come  of*  so  heih  kyniede 

That*  wel  vnnej^es  dursf  ]>is  knight*  for  drede  736 

Telle  hire  his  wo  his  peyne  and  his  distresse 

But*  atte  laste  sche  for  his  wor])inesse 

And  namely  for  hier  meke  obeissance 

ha])  such  a  pite  caught*  of*  his  penaunce  740 

That*  priuely  sche  f elle  of*  his  acord 

To  take  him  for  hir  housbonde  and  hire  lord 

Of*  such  lordschipe  as  men  han  oner  here  wyues 

And  for  to  lede  ])e  more  in  blisse  here  lyues  7i4 

Of*  his  fre  wille  he  ffwor  hire  as  a  knight 

Jat*  neuer  in  his  wille  by  day  no  by  night/ 

Ne  schulde  he  ypon  him  take  no  maystrie 

Ajeins  hire  wille  ne  kuy]ye  hire  lalousye  748 

But*  hire  obeye  and  folwe  hire  wille  in  al 

As  ony  louere  to  his  lady  schal 

Sane  ])at*  |>e  name  of*  souereynete 

That*  wolde  he  han  for  schame  of*  his  degre  752 

Sche  ^anke]>  him  and  wij?  ful  gret*  humblesae 

Sche  sayde  sire  se]}]>en  of*  your  gentilnesse 

je  profre  me  to  han  a  large  reyne 

"Ne  wolde  neuer  god  betwixe  vs  tweyne  756 

AlS  in  my  gilt*  were  eyjer  werre  or  stryf" 

Sire  I  wil  be  ^our  owne  humble  trewe  wijf* 

haue  here  my  trou)>e  til  ^at*  myn  herte  bieste 

Thus  be  )>ey  bo])e  in  quiete  and  in  reste  760 

ffor  o  ]7ing*  syres  saufly  dar  I  seye 

That*  frendes  euerich  oj^er  mote  obeye 

If*  fay  wole  longe  holde  companye 

loue  wol  nought  ben  constreigned  by  maystrio  764 

Whan  maystrie  come]>  f e  god  of*  loue  anon 

Bete])  on  his  wynges  and  fare  wel  he  is  gon 

loue  is  a  ])ing*  as  any  spiryf  fre 

Wowmen  of*  kynde  desiren  liberte  768 
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And  noa3f  to  be  cosstreigned  as  a  ^ral 

And  so  do  men  if*  I  fe  sope  seje  schal  Uets  im] 

loke  who  J^at*  is  most*  pacienf  in  lone  / 

lie  is  at*  his  anauntage  aboue  772 

Pacience  is  an  heih  vertu  certeyn 

ffor  it*  yenquisshe^  as  peae  clerkes  seyn 

Thynges  ))at*  Rigor  scholde  neuer  atteigne 

ffor  euery  word  men  may  nou^t  chyde  ne  plejrne  /        776 

leme^  to  sufifre  or  elles  so  mote  I  gon 

je  schullen  it  leme  whe))er  je  wole  or  non 

ffor  in  J)is  worlde  certeyn  no  wight*  nys  / 

^at*  he  ne  do|>  or  esip  sumtyme  amys  /  780 

Or  o)>ir  siknesse  oj^er  constillacioft 

Wyn  wo  or  chaungyng*  of*  complexiofi 

Cause))  ful  often  to  don  amys  o^er  speken 

On  euery  wrong*  men  may  nou^f  ben  awreken  784 

After  ])e  tyme  moste  be  temp^raunce 

To  euery  wight*  ])af  can  no  gouemance  / 

^nd  ^erfore  ha])  fia  wor]>y  wise  knight 

To  lyue  in  ese  suffraunce  hire  behight*  788 

And  sche  to  him  ful  wisly  gan  to  swere 

That*  neuer  schulde  per  be  defaute  in  here  / 

here  may  men  sen  an  humble  wyse  acord 

Thus  ha))  sche  take  hir  seruafit*  and  hire  lord  792 

Seruaunf  in  loue  and  lord  in  mariage 

Then  was  he  bo])e  in  lordschipe  and  s^ruage 

Seruage  nay  but*  iu  lordschipe  aboue 

Se))yns  ^t*  he  ha])  hope  his  lady  and  his  loue  796 

'.his  lady  certes  and  his  wyf<  also 

The  whiche  ])at*  lawe  of*  loue  acorde))  fer  to 

And  whan  he  was  in  pia  prosp^rite 

home  wi])  his  wyf*  he  go))  to  his  cuntre  800 

Noujt*  fer  fro  pedmark*  ))er  as  his  dwellyng*  was 

Whor  as  he  lyue^  in  blisse  and  in  solas 

Who  cou))e  telle  but*  he  hadde  wedded  be 

p&  ioye  pe  ese  and  ^e  prosperite  /  804 
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That*  is  bitwixe  an  housebond  and  his  wyf 

A  ^eer  and  more  lasted  ^is  blisful  lijf^  [Uif  leo,  taOQ 

Til  ))af  pla  knights  of  which  I  spak*  of  ]>U8 

^af  of  kynrede  was  cleped  ameragos  808 

Schope  him  to  gon  and  dwelle  a  ^eer  or  tweyne 

In  engelond  ^af  cleped  eek^  was  bietayne 

To  seche  in  armes  worschipe  and  eek*  honour 

fibr  all^  his  lusf  he  sette  in  such  labour  812 

And  dwelle])  ^ere  pe  book*  sai^  pus 

Now  wol  I  stynte  of  pia  ameragus 

And  speken  I  wole  of  dorygen  his  wijf 

^af  louejy  hir  housbonde  as  hire  hertes  lyf  81 G 

And  for  his  absens  wepep  sche  and  sike^  / 

As  don  peae  noble  wyues  when  hem  like^ 

Sche  moume])  wake)>  wayle)»  faste]>  &  pleyne]^ 

Desire  of  his  presence  hire  so  destreyne]^  820 

That*  alk  ]»is  wyde  world  sche  sette  af  noujt^ 

hire  freendes  which  ^at  knewe  hire  heuy  )K)U3t 

Conforted  hire  in  al  ])af  euer  pej  mighte  or  may 

They  prechen  hire  |)ay  tellen  hire  night*  and  day  824 

)>at*  causeles  sche  sleep  hire  self  alias  / 

And  euery  conforf  possible  in  pia  cas 

|»ey  don  to  hire  wi])  alle  here  busynes  / 

And  alle  to  make  hire  lete  hir  heuynes  828 

By  processe  as  ^e  knowe  wel  euerychon 

Men  may  so  longe  grauen  in  pe  ston 

Til  som  figure  periime  enprentyd  be 

So  longe  han  Jyey  conforted  hire  p&V  sche  832 

Heceyued  h&p  by  hope  and  by  reson 

The  empryutyng*  of  hir  constillacion 

Thurgh  which  hire  grete  sorwe  gan  aswage  / 

Bche  may  nought  alway  endure  in  such  a  rage  /  836 

And  eek*  arneragus  in  al  pis  care 

haj)  sent*  his  1^/^res  home  in  al  pis  fare 

And  pat*  he  wolde  come  hasUy  i^ayn 

Oper  hadde  pis  sorwe  hire  herte  slayn  840 
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hire  frcndes  sawe  hire  herte  gan  to  slake  / 

And  preyed  hire  on  knees  for  goddes  sake  peafiei] 

To  come  and  rome  hire  in  companye 

Away  to  dryue  hire  derke  fantasye  84.4 

And  fynally  sche  graunted  ^at*  requeste 

ffor  vrel  sche  sawe  it*  was  for  fe  beste 

Now  stood  hire  caatel  fsiste  by  )»e  see 

And  often  yrip  hire  freendes  walked  sche  848 

hire  to  dispoHe  on  >e  banke  on  heih 

Wher  as  sche  many  schippe  and  barge  seih 

Seylinge  here  cours  where  hem  luste  to  go 

But*  jit*  was  J^ere  a  parcelle  of*  hir  wo  852 

£for  to  hir  self*  ful  often  seyde  sche 

Is  ]>er  no  scliipp/j  of  so  many  as  I  se 

Wole  brynge  home  my  lord  fen  wolde  myn  herte 

Al  waryssche  of*  ])is  bitter  peynes  smerte  856 

Ano])er  tyme  ])er  wole  sche  sitte  and  )»inke 

And  caste  hire  eyen  donnward  fro  pe  brynke 

But*  whan  sche  saugh  ))e  grisly  rokkes  blake 

ffor  yerray  fere  so  wolde  hire  herte  quake  860 

]>af  on  hire  feet*  sche  mighte  nought*  hire  sustene 

Thenne  wolde  sche  sitte  a  doun  vpon  ])e  grene 

And  pitously  in  to  pe  see  byholde 

And  sayn  right*  pus  wi)i  sorowful  hertes  colde  864 

Eteme  god  fat*  f  urgh  f y  pnruyaunce 

ledest*  }>e  world  by  certein  gou^maunce 

In  ydelnesse  as  men  sayn  je  no  )>ing*  make 

Bat*  lord  J^ese  grisely  feendly  rokkes  blake  868 

That*  semen  raf  er  a  foul  confusiofi 

Of*  werk*  fen  any  fayr  crcaciofi 

Of*  whiche  a  parfyf  god  and  a  stable 

Why  ban  je  wroujt*  fis  werk*  vnresonable  872 

ffor  by  fis  werke  south  north  est*  and  west* 

Ther  nys  y-fostred  man  ne  bryd  ne  best* 

hit*  do]}  no  good  to  my  witf  but*  annoyef 

-Se  je  noujt*  lorde  how  mankynde  it  destroyed  876 
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An  hundred  ))oasand  bodyes  of<  mankynde  / 

ban  rokkes  slajn  al  be  ))cy  nou^f  in  mynde        OMfiei^bAckj 

Which  mankynde  is  a  fair  part*  of*  J>y  werk* 

That*  ])ou  it*  madest*  y-Iike  to  ]}in  bond  werk*  880 

Thenne  seined  it*  ^e  hadde  a  gref  chierte 

Toward  mankynde  but*  how  ^an  may  it  be 

That*  je  suche  menys  make  it*  to  distroyen 

Whiche  menys  doj)  no  good  but*  euer  annoyen  884 

I  wot*  wel  clerkes  wohi  sayn  as  hem  leste 

By  argumentz  ])at*  al  ])ing*  is  for  fe  beste 

Though  I  ne  can  pe  causes  for  soj^e  knowe 

but*  ])ilke  god  J^at*  made  wynd  to  blowe  888 

As  kepe  my  lord  pis  is  my  conclusion 

To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputacion 

But*  wolde  god  })at*  alia  ]>e  rokkes  blake 

"Were  sonken  in  to  belle  for  his  sake  /  892 

These  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  feere 

Thus  wolde  sche  sayn  with  many  a  pitous  teere 

hire  freendes  sawe  ))at*  nas  no  disport 

To  romen  by  Je  see  but*  discomfort*  896 

And  schopen  for  to  pleyen  som  where  elles  / 

fey  leden  hire  by  Ryueres  and  by  welles 

And  eek*  in  ofer  places  delitables 

fey  daunce  and  pleye  at  Chesse  and  at*  tables  900 

So  on  a  day  right*  on  fe  mome  tyde 

vnto  a  gardyne  fat*  was  right*  fere  besyde 

In  which  fat*  fey  hadde  made  here  ordynaflce 

Oft  yitaile  and  of*  of er  puruyaunce  904 

They  gon  and  pleyen  hem  al  f  e  longe  day 

And  f is  was  on  f e  sixte  morwe  of*  may 

Which  may  hadde  peynted  wif  his  softe  schouxes  / 

This  gardyn  ful  of*  leues  and  of*  floures  908 

Ajid  wif  crafte  of*  maimes  hande  so  curiously 

Arayed  haf  f  is  gardyn  trayelly 

That*  neuer  nas  f er  gardyn  of*  such  prys 

But*  if*  it*  were  fe  verrey  paradys  912 
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The  odure  of  floures  and  J>e  freisshe  sigHf  / 

Wolde  ban  made  oiiy  pensyf*  herte  ligfet*  peaf  im] 

That*  euer  was  bom  /  but*  if*  to  gret*  siknesse  / 

Oj)er  to  gref  sorwe  byld  it  in  distresse  /  916 

And  after  dynere  gan  J^ey  to  daunce  918 

So  ful  it  was  of"  beaute  with  plesaunce  /  917 

And  synge  also  but*  dorigen  allone 

Sche  made  alwey  hire  compleynf  and  hire  mone  920 

ffor  sche  ne  saugh  him  on  pe  daunce  go 

))af  was  hire  housbond  and  hir  loue  also 

But*  na])eles  sche  moste  a  tyme  abyde  / 

And  with  good  hope  sche  let*  hir  sorwe  glyde  924 

ypon  ]>is  daunce  amonges  oper  men 

Daunced  a  squier  biforen  Dorigen 

That*  freisscher  was  and  iolyer  of*  array 

As  to  my  dome  ))an  is  ])e  mon])e  of*  May  928 

he  synge))  and  daunce])  passyng*  any  man 

That*  is  or  was  sifenes  fis  world  bygan 

Ther  wif  he  was  if*  men  schulde  him  discryue  / 

On  fe  beste  farynge  man  on  lyue  /  932 

jong*  strong*  right*  vertuous  riche  and  wys 

And  wel  biloued  and  holden  in  gret*  prys 

And  schortliche  if*  pe  so^e  telle  I  schal 

vnwytyng*  of*  J)is  Dorigen  at  al  936 

This  lusty  squyer  scruaunt*  to  venus 

Which  fat*  y-cleped  was  Aurelius 

had  loued  hire  best*  of*  eny  creature 

Tuo  3eer  and  more  as  was  his  aduenture  /  940 

But*  neuer  durste  he  telle  hire  of*  his  greuance 

Wi])0ute  cnppe  he  drank  al  his  penaunce 

he  was  dispeyred  no  ])ing*  durst*  he  seye 

Saue  in  his  sawe  somwhat*  wolde  he  wreye  944 

his  woo  as  in  general  compleynyng* 

he  sayde  he  louede  and  was  biloued  nojjing* 

Of  such  matiere  made  he  many  layes 

Songes  compleigntes  roundeletis  virrelayes  948 
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how  ^at*  he  duiste  nou^f  his  sorwe  telle  / 

That  langusshi))  as  fujre  do]»  in  helle  OMnei^taadi] 

Aud  deye  sejrde  he  moste  as  did  £kko 

ffor  narsisus  ^at  doiste  noujf  telle  hir  wo  952 

In  o]ier  manere  peime  ^e  here  me  seye 

Ne  dursf  he  nonjt*  to  hire  his  wo  bewreye 

Saue  p^raduenture  som  tyme  at*  daunces 

There  ^onff  folic  kepen  here  obsemaimces  956 

hif  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hire  face 

In  such  a  wise  as  man  )iaf  aske^  grace 

But*  no  ying  wiste  sche  of*  his  en  tent 

Ka]>eles  if  happed  or  pey  pennea  went*  960 

By  cause  ^at*  he  was  hire  ney^ebourre  / 

And  was  a  man  of*  worschipe  and  honour 

And  hadde  knowen  him  ofte  tymes  ^ore  / 

^y  felle  in  speche  ofte  more  and  more  /  964 

ynto  his  purpos  drowe  aurelius 

And  whan  he  saw  his  tyme  he  sayde  pus 

Ma  dame  quod  he  by  god  paV  p\a  world  made 

6o  ))af  I  wiste  if  mighto  ^our  herte  glade  968 

I  wolde  ))at  day  p&V  ^oure  ameragus  / 

Wente  on  pe  see  J>af  I  aurelius 

had  wenf  ))af  I  schulde  neuer  haue  come  a^ain 

ffor  wel  I  woof  my  seruise  is  in  vayn  972 

^fy  guerdofL  nys  buf  berstyng*  of*  myn  herte  / 

Ma  dame  rewef  vpon  my  peynes  smerte 

ffor  as  wij)  a  sWerd  30  may  me  sle  or  saue 

her  af  joure  foof  god  wolde  pot/  I  were  graue  /  976 

I  haue  as  now  no  more  leysir  for  to  seye  / 

haue  mercy  on  me  swete  or  ^e  wolen  do  me  deye 

Sche  gan  to  loke  vpon  aurelius 

Is  ]yis  joure  wille  quod  sche  and  say  ^e  pus  980 

Keuer  erst  quad  sche  ne  wisf  I  whaf  ^e  mente 

Buf  now  Aurely  I  knowe  ^oure  entente 

By  ))ilke  god  ])af  jaf*  me  soule  and  lyf* 

Ke  schal  I  ncuar  be  vntrewe  wyf*  984 
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In  word  ne  in  werk*  as  f er  as  I  haue  wifr  / 

I  wole  ben  his  to  whom  J)af  I  am  knyf  Qearies] 

Bat  after  J^af  in  pleyn  fua  seyde  sche  /  988 

Tak*  ])i3  for  fynal  answer  as  for  me  /  987 

Aurely  quod  sche  by  hihe  god  aboue 

^if  wol  I  graunte  30U  to  be  )oure  loue 

Sej^yns  I  30U  se  so  pitoasly  compleyne  / 

loke  whaf  day  ]»at*  engelond  is  Bryteyne  /  992 

30  lemewe  alle  pe  rokkes  ston  by  stoon 

^af  ])ay  ne  lette  schip  no  boot*  to  goon 

I  say  whan  30  han  made  peae  costes  so  clene 

Of*  Kokkes  fat*  |)er  nys  no  ston  y-sene  /  996 

])an  wol  I  loue  30U  best/  of*  any  man 

haue  hero  my  trou|>e  in  al  fat*  euer  I  can 

Is  fere  non  ofer  grace  quod  he  / 

Ko  by  fat*  lord  quod  sche  fat*  made  me  1000 

ffbr  wel  I  wot*  fat*  fat*  schal  neuer  betyde 

let*  such  folye  out*  of*  30ur  herte  glyde 

'What*  deynte  schulde  man  haue  by  his  lijf* 

ffor  to  loue  anofer  mannes  wyf*  1004 

That*  haf  hir  body  whan  so  fat*  him  likef 

Aurelius  ful  ofte  sore  sikef  / 

Wo  was  aurely  whan  fat*  he  f is  herde  / 

And  wif  a  sorwful  herte  fus  answerde  /  1008 

ma  dame  quod  he  f  is  were  impossible  / 

Thenne  mot*  I  deye  on  sodeyn  def  orrible  / 

And  wif  fat*  word  he  torned  him  anon 

fo  came  hire  ofer*frendes  many  oon  1012 

And  in  fe  aleyes  romed  vp  and  doll 

And  no  f  ing*  wiste  of*  f is  conclusion 

But*  sodeinly  bygan  to  reuel  newe  / 

Til  fat*  fe  brighte  sonne  loste  his  he  we  /  101 6 

ffor  thorisowte  haf  raft*  f  e  sonne  his  lights . 

f  is  is  as  moche  to  say  as  it  was  night* 

And  home  fey  gon  in  loye  and  in  solas  / 

Saae  oonly  wrecched  aurelius  alias  /  •  1020 
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lie  to  his  hous  is  gon  wijy  sorwful  herte 

be  self  he  may  not*  fro  his  def  asterte  £i«ari68,iMck] 

hiiu  seme])  he  feli)>  his  herte  colde 

yp  to  fe  heuene  his  handes  gan  he  holde  1024 

And  on  his  knees  bare  he  sette  him  don 

And  in  his  rauynge  sayde  his  oiisoll 

ffor  verray  wo  out*  of*  his  witte  he  breyde  / 

he  nyste  nou3t*  what*  he  spak*  but  ^us  he  seyde  1028 

WiJ>  pitous  herte  ha]?  he  his  compleint*  bygonne 

vnto  ]>e  goddesse  and  first*  vnto  fe  sonne 

he  sayde  appoUo  god  and  gouemour 

And  euery  plaunte  herbe  tre  and  flour  1032 

]>at;*  jeuest  after  pi  declinaciofi 

To  ilk*  of*  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesoun 

And  ]>in  herborwe  chaunge])  lowe  and  hei^e 

lord  Phebus  cast*  ])in  merciable  eyje  1036 

On  wrecched  Aurely  ])at*  am  but*  lorn 

lo  lord  my  lady  haf  my  dep  y-sworn 

IVi^outen  gilt*  but*  pin  benignite  ' 

vpon  my  dedly  herte  haue  sum  pite  104Q 

But*  wel  I  wot*  lord  Phebus  if*  30U  leste 

je  may  me  helpe  saue  my  lady  beste 

Now  vouche])  sauf*  ])at*  I  may  30U  deuyse 

how  ])at*  I  may  be  holpe  and  in  what*  wyse  1044 

joure  blisful  suster  lucyna  pe  schene  4.  ion*  ivcjrna. 

paP  of*  ]>e  see  is  cheef*  goddesse  &  queene 

Though  Keptunus  haue  deyte  in  pe  see 

jit*  Emperesse  abouen  him  is  sche  /  1048 

9e  knowen  wel  lord  right*  as  hire  desire 

Is  to  be  quyked  and  lete])  of*  joure  fire 

ffor  which  sche  folwe])  30U  ful  besyly 

Right*  so  pe  see  desire])  naturelly  1052 

To  folwen  hire  as  sche  ])at*  is  goddesse 

"Bope  in  pe  see  and  in  Byueres  more  and  lesse 

Wher-fore  lord  Phebus  ])is  is  myn  requeste 

Do  ]7is  myracle  or  I  do  myn  herte  to  breste  1056 

COilPUS   360  (6-T.  609) 


SIX-TEXT   510 

GROUP  F.  §  4L  franklin's  tale.  Corpus  HS. 

)»it*  ))oa  next*  at*  pia  apposicioun 

Which  in  ^e  eigne  schal  be  of*  j>e  leoon  n^f  i64] 

And  preyed  hire  so  gret*  a  flood  to  hrynge 

That*  .y.  fatheme  at*  pe  leste  it*  ouer  springe  1060 

^e  hyeste  rokke  in  armorik*  Britayne 

And  lete  his  flood  endure  3eres  twayne 

Thenne  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  saye 

holde^  joure  hestes  ]>e  rokkes  ben  awaye  1064 

lord  Phebzitf  do  J>is  myracle  for  me 

Fray  hire  sche  go  no  faster  cours  f&a  30 

I  say  30U  ]>us  pray  3oar  suster  ])at<  sche  go 

None  faster  cours  ]>an  je  pia  jeres  tuo  1068 

Then  schal  sche  be  euer  at*  pe  fulle  alway 

And  springe  flood  lasten  bo]>e  night*  and  day 

And  but*  sche  fouche  sauf*  in  such  manere 

To  graunte  me  my  lady  souerein  dere  /  1072 

Preye  hire  to  synken  euery  rokke  a  douu) 

In  to  hire  owne  darke  Begiofi 

vnder  pe  grounde  ^er  Pluto  duelle^  Inne 

O^er  neuer  more  schal  I  my  lady  wynne  107$ 

Thy  temple  in  Delphos  wol  I  barfoot*  seeke 

lord  Phebus  aeef  J)e  teeres  on  my  cheeke  / 

And  of*  my  peyne  haue  compassiofi 

And  wi])  ^at*  word  in  swowne  he  Mle  a  doun  1080 

And  long*  tyme  he  lay  in  a  traunce 

his  broker  which  j^at*  knew  of*  his  penaunce 

vp  caught*  him  and  to  bedde  him  broughte 

Bispeyred  in  his  torment  and  in  his  fought  1084 

Lo  y  ]yis  woful  creature  lete  lye 

Chese  he  for  me  whefer  he  wol  lyue  or  dye 

Amesagus  Ynp  hele  and  gret*  honour 

As  he  was  of*  Chyualry  fe  flour  1088 

Is  comen  home  and  of  ere  wor}>y  men 

O  bHsful  art*  ^ou  Dorigen 

]Mif  hast*  pin  lusty  housbonde  in  J>in  armes 

ye  freissche  knight  ye  wor^y  man  of*  armes  1092 
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That*  loue]»  fe  as  his  owen.  hertes  Ijf* 

No  {ping*  loste  he  to  be  3nDagi]iatyff*  dmt  ]04.bMk] 

Of*  anj  wigbf  hadde  spoke  while  he  was  oate 

To  hire  of*  loue  he  made  fer-oi*  no  doute  1096 

he  noo^t  entende])  to  no  such  mateie 

But  daunce])  lustijy  and  makef  good  cheeie 

As  |ms  in  loye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem  dweUe 

And  of*  pe  swete  Auielyns  wol  I  telle  1100 

In  langore  and  in  furious  toimentz  fxm 

Tuo  ^er  and  more  laj  wiecche  auielius 

Or  ony  foof  on  er|re  he  mighte  gon 

No  confort*  in  J^is  tyme  nade  he  non  1 104 

Saue  of*  his  brojrer  which  ^t*  was  a  clerk* 

he  knew  of*  al  fia  wo  and  of<  al  ^  werk* 

ffor  to  non  o)>er  creature  certeyn 

Of  yis  matiere  ne  durste  he  no  word  seyn  1 108 

ynder  his  brest*  he  bar  it  more  secre 

Then  euer  did  Pamphilius  for  GaLathe 

his  brest*  was  hole  wi])outen  for  to  sene 

Bul^  in  his  herte  was  ay  ])e  arwe  kene  1112 

And  wel  ^e  knowen  ]yaf  a  sore  sauuie 

In  surgerie  ful  perilous  is  pe  cure 

But*  man  mighf  touche  pe  arwe  or  come  ^by 

his  brojjer  wepej)  and  waylej)  priuyly  1116 

Til  atte  laste  him  fell^  in  lemembraunoe 

That*  whiles  he  was  at  Orlyaunce  in  flfnomuce 

As  jonge  clerkes  paV  ben  likerous 

To  reden  artes  ^af  ben  curious  1 1 20 

Seken  in  euery  halk*  and  eueiy  heme 

Farticuler  sciences  for  to  leme 

he  him  remembrejj  vpon  a  day 

Af  Orlyaunce  in  studyc  a  book*  he  say  1124 

Of*  magiqt/e  naturell  which  his  felawe 

That*  was  ^af  tyme  a  bachOer  of*  lawe 

Al  were  he  fere  to  leme  unoper  craft 

And  priuely  vpon  his  deske  y-laft*  1128 
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This  book*  spab  mochil  of*  )»is  op<?raciofis 

Touchynge  ^e  .xyiij.  manciofis  DMfiw] 

That*  longen  to  fe  mone  and  suche  folje 

Ab  in  ouie  dayes  nys  nought*  wor)>  a  flye  1132 

ffor  holy  chirche  sai|)  in  oare  byleeue 

Ne  suffrej)  non  illusiofi  vs  to  greeue 

And  whan  ]»is  book*  was  in  lemembraunce 

Anon  for  ioye  he  gan  for  to  daunce  1 136 

And  to  himselue  sayde  pryuely 

My  bro])er  schal  be  wacisshed  hastily 

ffor  I  am  siker  ])af  )>er  ben  sciences 

By  whiche  men  maken  dyuerse  apparences  /  1140 

Whiche  as  pe  subtile  tregetoures  pleyen 

ffor  oftc  at*  festes  herde  I  seyen 

That*  tregettours  wi^inne  an  halle  laige 

han  made  in  come  wat^  and  a  barge  /  1144 

And  in  ])e  halle  rowen  yp  and  doun 

Som  tyme  ha^  semed  a  grym  leoun) 

[and  somtyme  flouris  springe  /  as  in  a  mede      C**  b^i"***" 

somtyme  a  vyne  &  grapes  /  wlute  &  rede] 

Som  tyme  a  castel  al  of*  lym  and  ston 

And  whan  hem  liked  voyded  it  anon 

J)us  semed  it*  to  euery  mannes  sight* 

Now  ^enne  conclude  I  pna  if*  )>af  I  mig&t^  1152 

At*  Orliaunce  som  olde  felawe  I-fynde 

That*  hadde  )>e  moones  manciouns  in  mynde 

Oj)er  magike  naturel  aboue 

he  scholde  wel  make  my  bro^^r  han  his  loue  /  1 156 

ffor  wi]>  apparens  a  man  may  make 

To  mannes  sight*  jtat*  aHe  ]>e  Kokkes  blake 

Of*  Britaigne  were  y-went*  euw^chon 

And  schippes  by  ])o  briuke  mighte  comen  and  goon    1 160 

And  in  such  forme  endure  a  jeer  or  tuo 

J)en  were  my  hTo\)er  warissched  of*  his  wo 

]>en  most*  sche  needes  knowen  hire  byheste 

Or  elles  he  schal  schamen  hire  at*  ^e  leste  1164 
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What  schulde  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of*  J>ia 

Ynto  his  bro^r  hedde  come  he  is 

Aud  such  confort  he  jaff*  him  for  to  gon 

To  Orlyaunce  paf  he  ypstarte  anon        Omt  i6s,  imu^]       1 168 

And  on  his  way  for])waid  is  he  fare 

In  hope  to  ben  y-lissed  of*  his  care  / 

When  )>a7  were  come  almost*  to  ^af  Cite 

But  if*  if  were  a  tuo  forlong*  o])ir  )>re  1172 

A  }ong*  clerk*  romyng*  by  himself*  fey  mette 

Which  ]>ati  in  latyn  thriftily  hem  grette 

And  after  )>at*  he  sayde  a  wonder  flnff 

I  knowe  quod  he  ]>e  cause  of*  joure  comyng*  1176 

And  er  ^y  for]>er  any  foote  went* 

he  tolde  hem  alle  ])at*  was  in  here  entent* 

This  brytoun  clerk*  him  asked  of*  felawes 

The  which  ])at*  he  had  knowen  in  olde  dawes  1180 

And  he  answerde  him  J^at*  fey  dede  were  / 

ffor  which  he  wepe  ful  ofte  many  a  tere 

Doun  of*  his  hors  Aurelius  light  anon 

And  for])  wi])  pia  magicien  forj)  is  he  gon  '1184 

home  to  his  hous  and  made  hem  wel  at  ese  / 

hem  lacked  no  vitayle  ])at*  hem  might*  plese  / 

So  wel  arrayed  hous  as  fei  was  oon 

Aurdius  in  his  lyf*  saugh  noon  1 188 

He  schewed  him  er  he  wente  to  sopere 

fforestes  parkes  ful  of  wilde  deere 

[there  saw  he  hartes  /  with  homys  ful  highe     K/f**  '•'^ 

pasturynge  right  &ire  /  &  merilie  1 192 

he  saw  of  hem  an  hundred  /  sleyn  with  houndes 

and  somme  with  arwis  blede  /  &  bitter  woundes 

he  saw  when  voided  were  /  the  wilde  dere 

these  ffaukeners  /  yppon  a  faire  Kivere]  1196 

And  how  fEaukons  han  fe  herofi  slayne 

Then  sawe  he  knightes  iusten  in  a  playne 

And  after  ]>is  he  dide  him  such  plesaunce 

That  he  him  schewed  his  lady  in  a  daunce  1200 
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On  which  himself  he  daunced  as  him  ])ougtit 

And  whan  ]}is  mayster  ]>af  fis  magiqu^  wrought 

Sawh  if  was  tyme  to  clappe  his  hondes  tuo 

And  fare  wel  al  ouie  reuel  is  y-do  1204 

And  jit/  remewe  Jey  neuer  out*  of*  Jis  hous  / 

Whiles  ^ey  sawe  al  fis  sighf  merueylous 

Buf  in  his  study  fer  as  his  bookes  be 

^y  saten  stille  and  no  wighf  but*  fej  fre  1208 

To  him  his  mayster  called  ]yanne  a  squiere 

And  seyde  him  fxia  is  redy  oure  sopere  PmT  uq 

Almost*  an  hour  it*  is  I  vndertake 

Sej^yns  I  jou  bad  oure  souper  to  make  1212 

When  J>af  J>is  worjy  men  wenten  with  me 

vnto  my  study  Jer  as  my  bokes  be 

Sire  quod  this  squyer  when  it*  like])  jou 

It*  is  al  redy  ^ey  je  wolen  right*  now  /  1216 

Go  we  ]^n  soupe  quod  he  and  for  ^e  beste  / 

These  auerous  folk*  som  tyme  mote  haue  reste 

And  after  souper  felle  ^ey  in  trete 

What*'somme  schulde  J^is  maystres  guerdoil  be  /         1220 

Te  lemewe  alia  ^  rokkes  of*  Brytaigne 

And  eek*  fro  Geroun  to  ]>e  mou])  of*  Sayne 

he  made  it*  straunge  /  and  swore  so  god  him  saue 

lasse  pan  a  ])ousand  pound  he  nolde  noujf  haue  1224 

Ke  gladly  for  ])af  somme  ne  wolde  he  gon 

Aurelius  wi])  bhsful  herte  anon 

Answerde  ^us  fy  on  a  ^ousand  pound 

fia  wyde  worlde  ]»at*  men  seyn  is  round  1228 

J^af  wolde  I  jiue  if*  I  were  lord  of*  it* 

This  bargayn  is  ful  dryue  for  we  be  knyt  / 

Je  schulle  be  payed  trewely  by  my  trou])e 

But*  Idkef  now  for  no  necligence  or  slouj^e  1232 

je  taiy  vs  heere  no  lenger  ]>an  to  morwe 

Nay  quod  ]?is  clerk*  haue  heer  my  trou)>e  to  borwe 

To  beddq  is  gon  aurelius  whan  him  liste 

And  wel  neigh  al  ^at*  night*  he  hadde  his  reste  1236 
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That;'  for  Ms  laTx)ur  and  for  his  hope  of*  blisse 

his  woful  herte  o^  penaunce  hadde  a  lisse 

Tpon  fiB  morwe  when  J^af  it*  was  day 

To  Britaigne  toke  paj  pe  righte  way  1240 

Aurelius  and  ))is  magicien  besjde 

And  ben  descendid  fet  pej  woln  abyde 

And  ^is  was  as  ]ie  bokes  me  remembre 

|)e  eolde  frosty  sesoun  of*  Decern bre  1244 

Phebus  wax  olde  and  hewed  lib  latoun 

That  in  his  hoote  declinacioii  ciciifi66,i»dtj 

Schon  as  pe  burnyd  gold  wi]>  stremes  bright^ 

But  now  in  Scorpiofi  a  doun  he  light*  1248 

Wher  as  he  schon  ful  pale  I  dar  wei  sayn 

The  bitter  frostes  wij)  pe  slete  and  rayn 

Destroyed  ha])  pe  grene  in  eu^ry  ^erde  / 

lanus  sif  by  pe  furye  vnp  doable  berde  1252 

And  drynke])  of*  his  bugle  horn  pe  wyn 

Biforn  him  stant*  pe  braun  of*  tuxed  swyn 

And  a  nowel  crye))  eu^ry  lusty  man 

Aurelius  in  al  ])at  euer  he  can  1256 

Dop  to  his  maister  cheere  and  reuerence 

And  preye]>  him  to  don  his  diligence 

To  bryngen  him  out*  of*  his  peynes  smerte 

Or  wi))  a  swerd  J^af  he  wolde  slitte  his  herte  1260 

^at  subtil  clerk*  which  ])at*  rouJ»e  hadde  of*  pis  man 

]>at*  night*  and  day  he  him  spedde  J^at*  he  ne  Ian 

To  wayte  a  tyme  of*  his  conclusiofi 

This  is  to  say  to  make  illusioun  1264 

I  ne  can  no  termes  of*  astrologie  /  1266 

By  which  an  apparence  of*  logellerie  /  1265 

That*  sche  and  eu^y  wight*  scholde  wcne  and  seye 

j^at*  of*  Britaigne  ^e  rokkes  were  aweye  1268 

0])er  elles  pej  were  sonken  vnder  grounde 

So  atte  laste  whan  ))at*  he  his  tyme  fonde 

To  make  his  lapes  and  his  wrecchednes 

Of*  which  a  sup^^rsticious  cursednesse  *  1272 
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his  tables  colletanes  for^  he  broug&f 

fful  wel  corrected  ne  pei  lakked  iiou3t/ 

Ke  his  collectes  ne  his  expans  ^eres 

Ke  his  rotes  ne  his  opei  geres  /  1276 

As  ben  his  centiys  and  his  aigomentz 

And  his  proporcions  conueuientz 

fibr  his  equaciolLs  in  euery  fixxg 

And  by  his  yiij  spere  in  his  werkynge  1280 

he  knew  how  fer  Alna^e  was  y-schoue 

ffro  ]>e  hede  of*  )>ilke  fixe  aries  aboue  [Imt  i67] 

That*  in  >e  ix«  spere  considered  is 

fiuL  sabtilly  he  calkef  si  pis/  1284 

And  whan  he  hadde  foande  his  firste  manaioii 

he  knewe  ^e  remenaunf  by  proporcion 

And  knewe  pe  arisyng*  of/  ^e  mone  wel 

And  in  whos  face  and  terme  euery  del  1288 

And  knew  ful  wel  fe  moones  mansioil 

acordant  to  his  operaciofl 

And  knew  also  his  o^er  obsaniaunces  / 

ffor  suche  illusions  and  suche  meschaunces  /  1292 

As  he)>in  folk  vsed  pUke  dayes 

fibr  whiche  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes 

But*  ]>ough  his  magik*  for  a  wike  or  tweye  / 

If  semed  as  alle  pe  rokkes  were  aweye  1296 

Aurelyus  which  ]>af  dispeyred  is 

Whe])er  he  schal  han  his  loue  or  fare  amys 

Awayte])  night*  and  day  of*  pia  myracle  / 

And  whan  he  knewe  ])at*  pet  was  non  obstacle  1300 

J»f  voyded  were  fise  rokkes  euerychon 

Doun  to  pia  maistres  feef  he  felle  anon 

And  seyde  I  woful  wrecche  aurelius 

)>anke  jou  lord  and  lady  myn  venus  1304 

That  me  han  holpe  fro  my  cares  colde  / 

And  to  pe  temple  for))  his  way  ha)>  holde 

Where  he  knewe  he  scholde  his  lady  se 

And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme  anon  right  he  1308 
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Wip  dredful  lierte  and  humble  cheere  / 

Salued  ha])  his  sonerajn  lady  deere  / 

My  rightful  lady  quod  pis  woful  man 

Whom  I  most*  drede  and  loue  as  I  besf  kan  1312 

And  lo))e8t*  were  ofi  eXle  pia  world  displese  / 

Nere  if  ^af  I  for  )ou  haue  suche  disese 

That*  I  moste  dye  her  at*  30ur  foof  anon 

Buf  not*  wolde  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bygon  1316 

But*  certes  eyf  er  most  I  deye  or  pleyne  / 

je  sleen  me  gilteles  for  verrey  peyne  /  pM^ier,  backi 

But*  of*  my  de]?  J^ough  je  haue  no  rou^e 

Auyse])  30U  er  ))af  je  lese  jour  trou|)e  1320 

Bepenti))  30U  for  pUke  god  aboue  / 

Or  36  me  sleen  by  cause  J>at*  I  30U  loue  / 

ffor  ma  dame  wel  30  wot*  ]>af  30  han  hight* 

Kought/  ])af  I  chalenge  eny  ])ing*  of*  right*  1324 

Of*  30U  souereyne  lady  but*  3oure  grace 

But*  in  a  gardyn  3onde  at*  such  a  place 

30  wot*  right*  wel  ^at*  3e  behighte  me 

And  in  myn  hande  my  trou))e  plighte  me  1328 

To  loue  me  besf  god  wof  36  sayde  so 

Al  be  p&V  I  vnwor^y  am  )}erto 

Madame  I  speke  it  for  pe  honour  of*  30W 

More  ]>en  to  saue  myn  hertes  lyf*  righf  now  /  1332 

I  haue  don  so  as  30  haue  co^/imannded  me 

And  if*  30  Youche  sauf*  36  may  go  so  / 

And  as  30U  luste  hauo])  joure  byheste  in  mynde 

ffor  quyk*  or  deed  righf  jjus  30  schulle  me  fynde  1336 

In  30 w  Up  al  to  do  me  lyue  or  deye 

But  wel  I  wof  pe  rokkes  ben  aweye  / 

he  took*  his  leeue  and  sche  astoued  stood 

In  bUs  hir  face  )}er  nas  a  drop  of*  blood  1340 

Sche  wende  neuer  han  comyn  in  such  a  trappe 

Alias  quod  sche  J^af  pia  euer  schulde  happe 

ffor  wende  I  neuer  by  possibilite 

|)af  such  a  muster  or  such  a  meruaile  schulde  be  1344 
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If  is  a3eiii  Je  proceese  of»  natiiie  *        *   jiJJXjJ^^J'^*'*" 

And  home  sche  go)>  a  sorwfiil  careatjoi^^ 

ffor  verray  feere  ynnejies  may  sc^te  g» 

Sche  wepejy  and  wayle^  a  day  or  tuo  1S48 

And  8wowne]>  ])at  it  Tou]»e  was  to  se 

But*  why  it  was  to  no  wight*  tolde  sche 

ffor  out*  of*  touna  was  gon  ameragus 

But*  to  hir  self*  sche  sayde  and  spak^  ^us  1S52 

In  hire  compleynt  as  je  sohullen  after  heeM 

WiJ>  face  pale  and  wi}»  sorwefiil  cheere  Pmjub] 

Alias  qtiod  sche  on  ^e  fortune  I  pleyne 

That  ynwar  hast*  wrapped  me  in  ^i  oheyne  13d6 

ffor  which  ye  eschape  wot^  I  no  socour 

Saue  oonly  def  oper  elles  dishonour 

On  of*  feae  tuo  hihoue^  me  to  ehese 

But*  nsLpeles  ^it*  hadde  I  leuer  to  lese  /  1360 

My  lif*  fan  of*  my  body  to  han  a  schame 

Oj^er  knowe  my  self*  fkls  ofet  lese  ray  name  / 

And  wij)  my  dej)  I  may  be  quyte  y-wys 

h&f  fei  noujt*  many  a  wyf  er  fi»  1864 

And  many  a  mayden  y-slayn  hem  self  alias 

Ba^ir  ]>an  wi^  here  bodyes  don  trespas 

And  certes  lo  J}ise  stories  bezen  witnesse 

Whan  XXX  tyrauntz  ful  of*  ouraednesse  1868 

hadde  slayn  Phydon  in  athenes  atte  leste 

fej  comaunded  his  dou^tros  to  areste  / 

And  bryngen  hem  byfom  hem  in  dispyt 

Al  naked  to  fulfille  hoe  foule  delyf  1372 

And  in  here  fadres  blod  fej  made  hem  daunoa 

vpon  ]>e  pament*  god  ^ene  hem  meschaunee 

ffor  whiche  ^ese  woful  maydens  ful  of*  drede  / 

Ba^  ])an  fej  wolde  lese  here  maydenhede  /  1876 

foy  piyuely  ben  st^ft^  in  to  a  welle  / 

And  dreynt  hemselue  as  pe  bookes  tell 

They  of*  mesue  lete  enquere  and  seke 

Of*  lacedemye  .L.  maydois  eeke  13M 
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On  which  pej  wolden  don  here  leccherie 

Buti'  was  fer  non  of*  al  ])at  companye  / 

])af  sche  nas  slayn  and  wij;  a  glad  entent 

Chese  ia)»ir  for  to  dye  )»an  for  to  assent*  13S4 

To  ben  oppressed  of  here  maydenhede 

Why  schulde  I  ]>anne  to  deye  ben  in  drede 

lo  eke  ]>e  tyraunf  Anstoclydes 

^at*  loued  a  mayde  )>at/  highf  Symphalides  1388 

Whan  j^af  hir  fader  slayn  was  on  a  night/ 

vnto  ])e  Dyanes  temple  go])  sche  anon  right*        D»rioB,  i»okj 

hente  ]>e  ymage  with  hire  armes  tuo 

f&o  which  ymage  wolde  sche  neuere  go  1392 

"No  wight*  might*  of*  hit  hir  armes  race 

Til  sche  was  slayn  in  ))e  selue  place  / 

Kow  sej>yns  ]>at*  maydens  hadde  such  despit/ 

To  ben  defoided  wij)  mannes  foul  delyt*  1396 

Wei  anght*  a  wyf  ra))er  hirself*  to  sle/ 

J)an  ben  defouled  as  peukep  me 

pa.V  schal  I  sayn  of*  hasdrubaldes  wyf* 

That/  at*  kartage  byraft*  hir  self*  hir  lyf*  1400 

ffor  whan  sche  sawh  pat/  Eomayns  wan  ]>e  toun 

Sche  took*  hir  children  alle  and  swept*  a  doun 

In  to  ])e  fuyr  and  ches  ra)>er  to  dye 

yan  eny  Komeyn  did  hir  yilanye  *  H04 

ha])  noujt*  lucres  y-slayn  hir  self*  alias 

At*  Home  ])ere  sche  oppressed  was 

Of*  Tarquyn  for  hir  ])ought*  it*  was  a  schame  / 

To  lyue  whan  ])at*  sche  had  lost*  hire  name  /  1408 

The  viij.  maydens  of*  Milesye  also  / 

han  slayn  hem  self*  for  drede  and  for  wo 

EaJ^ir  fan  folke  of*  gaule  scholde  hem  oppresse  / 

Mo  ^en  a  ^ousend  stories  as  I  gesse  /  1412 

Cou^e  I  now  telle  as  touchinge  ])is  matere 

Whan  habradas  was  slayn  his  wyf*  so  dere 

hire  self*  slough  and  let  hir  blood  to  glyde 

In  habradas  woundes  brode  and  wyde  /  1416 
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And  seyde  my  body  at*  pe  leste  way 

fer  achsl  no  wig&t*  defoule  it  if*  ])af  I  may 

What*  schulde  I  mo  ensamples  her  of*  sayn 

Si^])en  ])at*  so  many  han  hemselue  slayn  1420 

"Wei  raj^er  J)an  fey  wolde  defouled  be  / 

I  wol  conclude  what*  is  best*  for  me 

[to  sle  my  selue  /  than  be  defouled  thus     [xs  Areh.  Sdd.  B.  u] 

I  wol  be  trewe  /  to  Arueragus]  1424 

0])ir  lafei  sle  my  self  in  som  maneie 

As  Demonicious  doughter  dcre 

By  cause  )>af  sche  nolde  not*  defouled  be  / 

0  Cedasus  if  is  ful  gret*  pite  [leirfiw]         1428 

To  reden  how  pi  doughtren  deyeden  alias 

)»at*  slowe  hemselfi  for  such  a  maner  caas 

As  gret*  appetyf  was  if  or  more 

The  Theban  mayden  faf  for  Nichasore  1432 

[hir  selue  slowe  /  right  for  suche  manere  woo    BSf***^  ****** 

another  Theban  maiden  dide  right  so] 

hiie  hadde  wedded  and  y-dressed  [spurious] 

fifbr  on  of*  Macedoigne  hadde  hire  oppressed  1435 

faf  schal  I  sayn  of*  NicharatifBs  wijf* 

J>af  for  such  cas  byrafte  hir  self*  hir  lyf* 

how  trewe  was  eek*  to  alcebiades 

his  loue  faf  for  to  deyen  chees  1440 

fan  for  to  suffren  his  body  vmbreyde  be 

lo  which  a  wyf*  was  Alcestem  quod  sche 

Whaf  Emore  of*  good  Penolope  / 

Al  Grece  knowef  of*  hir  chastite  1444 

Pardee  of*  leodomia  is  write  ]>us 

Thaf  when  af  Troye  was  slayn  protheselayus 

No  lenger  nolde  sche  lyue  after  his  day 

The  same  of*  noble  Porcia  I  telle  may  1448 

"Wifoute  Brutus  couf e  sche  nof  lyue 

To  whom  he  hadde  al  hoi  his  herte  jiue 

The  parfyf  wyfhod  of*  archemesy 

honoured  is  ^urgh  al  \>e  Barbary  1452 

CORPUS  871   (0-T.  620^^ 
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0  teuta  queen  in  ^j  wyfly  duMtke 
To  alle  wyfes  may  a  myrour  be 

[    ...     720  gap  in  the  MS:  ihese  line$ 

.     .     .     .         known  only  in  JSIiesmere  M8^  1456 

fua  playned  Dorigen  a  day  or  ttreye 

Purposed  euere  ^af  sche  wolde  deye 

But*  na])^e8  vpon  pe  J^ridde  nighf 

hom  cam  ameragus  ^e  wor^y  knig&t  1460 

And  asked  hire  why  Jmf  sche  we^  so  sore 

And  sche  gan  weepen  euer  lenger  pe  moie 

Alias  quod  sche  )»af  euer  Was  I  bora 

^us  haue  I  aeyd  quod  he  ])U8  haue  I  swoni  1464 

1  told  him  alle  as  ^e  han  berde  bifore 
If  neede]»  nou3t/  to  lehersen  it  nomore 

This  housbond  wi]y  glad  cheere  in  sondiy  wise.'/ 

AuBWerd  and  sayde  as  I  schal  ^ou  deuyse  /         [Mtf^taek] 

Is  feft  ougfif  elles  Dorigen  but*  pia 

Nay  nay  quod  sche  god  help  me  so  as  wis 

This  is  to  meche  and  it  were  goddes  wille 

3e  wyf*  qtwd  he  let*  slepe  ^f  is  stille  1472 

If  may  be  wel  ^if  penuluentuie  to  say 

je  schullen  ^our  trou])e  holden  by  my  fay 

ffor  god  so  wisly  helpe  me 

I  hadde  wel  leuere  y-stiked  for  to  be  /  1476 

ffor  verray  loue  which  ^at  I  to  30U  haue 

But  if*  je  schulde  joure  trou]>e  saue 

Trou]>e  is  ^e  heihesf  ping*  ]»it*  man  may  kepe 

But  Yrip  p&t  word  he  brasf  anon  to  weepe  /  1480 

And  sayde  I  30U  forbede  yp  payne  of  de]» 

That  neuer  whiles  pe  lasiep  Ijf*  and  bre]) 

To  no  wight*  telle  how  )>at*  pia  matene  / 

As  I  may  kepe  I  wole  my  woo  endere  1484 

Ne  make  no  contynaunce  of*  heuynesse 

That  folk*  of  30U  may  deme  harme  or  gesse 

And  toTp  he  cleped  a  squyer  and  a  mayde 

CrOp'foTp  anon  wij»  Dorigen  he  sayde  /  1488 
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And  bringe])  hire  to  such  a  place  anon 

pey  tooke  her  leae  and  on  paa  way  fey  gon 

"Butf  fey  ne  wiste  why  Bche  ])ider  wente 

he  nolde  no  wighf  telle  hire  entente  1492 

r  £X«f  in  dreh.  tSMd,  B.  14. 

L Tk»$e  line*  knornn  onip 

imikeXUstmereMS.} 


1496 


.     .'    .     .     .    .    no  gap  in  the  Jd8.] 

This  Bqnyer  which  |»at*  bight*  Amelyus 

On  Dorigen  which  paV  was  so  amarons  1500 

Of*  aduenture  happed  hire  to  mete 

Amyd  fe  toun  right*  in  ye  quyke  strete 

As  sche  was  boon  to  gon  pe  wey  for]»  n^bt 

Toward  pe  gardyn  per  as  sche  hadde  highf  1504 

And  he  was  to  pe  gardynward  also 

ffor  wel  he  spyed  whan  sche  wolde  go 

Out*  of*  hir  hous  to  eny  maner  place 

Bat*  ])us  )»ey  mette  of*  auentore  or  of*  gnuse  1508 

And  he  saluy]>  hire  wi])  glad  entent* 

And  axed  of*  hire  whider  ]Mit*  sche  wente  /  Oafno] 

And  sche  answerde  half*  as  sche  were  mad 

vnto  pe  gardyn  as  myn  housbonde  bad  1512 

My  troupe  for  to  holde  alias  alias 

Aurelios  gan  wonder  of*  ]>is  caas 

And  in  his  herte  had  gret  compassiofi 

Of*  hire  and  of*  hire  lamentacion  1516 

And  of*  Ameragu8.)>e  wor]>y  knight* 

And  bad  hire  holde  al  )»at*  sche  highf 

8o  lo^  he  was  his  w^f*  schulde  breke  hir  trou^ 

And  in  his  herte  he  caste  of*  ^is  gref  rou])e'  P  biotro9«r9taM'} 

Considerynge  pe  beste  on  eu^y  syde  / 

That*  fro  his  luste  were  him  better  abyde 

Than  don  so  heigh  a  cherles  wrecchednes 

Ajeins  fraunchise  and  ajein  al  gentilnes  1524 
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ffor  wliich  in  fewe  wordes  sajde  he  ^us 

Ma  dame  seip  to  joure  lord  Ameragus 

]>at*  ae^jna  I  se  pia  grete  gentilnes  / 

To  50U  and  ek*  I  se  wel  ^oore  distres  1528 

]>en  je  to  me  fuB  schulde  bieke  30ure  troupe  1530 

Certes  me  ^inke]»  it*  were  nghf  gret*  rouJ>e  [spidrious  1529] 

I  baue  wel  leuer  euer  to  su£&e  wo 

l^en  I  departe  ^  loue  betwixe  30U  tuo  1532 

I  30U  lelesse  ma  dame  in  to  3()ure  hand 

Quyte  euc7y  surement*  and  eucry  band 

Thaf  ^e  han  made  to  me  as  here  byforn 

Si]yens  ))ilke  tyme  that  96  were  born  1536 

My  trou]7e  I  plight*  I  schal  30a  neuer  repreue 

Of*  no  biheste  and  here  I  take  my  lene  / 

As  of*  Je  trewesf  and  J>e  beste  wyf* 

yeA^  euer  3it/  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf*  1540 

Buf  euery  wight*  be  war  of*  hii-e  byheste 

On  Dorigen  remembre))  atte  leste  / 

Thus  can  a  squier  don  a  gentil  dede 

As  wel  as  can  a  knight*  wi])outen  drede  1544 

Sche  ])ank.ed  him  vppon  hir  knees  al  bare 

And  home  vnto  liire  housbonde  is  sche  fare         Deaf  170,  bwrk] 

And  tolde  hem  alld  as  30  han  herde  me  sayde 

And  be  30  siker  he  was  so  wel  a-payde  /  1543 

>af  it*  were  inpossible  to  write  / 

What*  schulde  I  lengere  of*  j)lb  cas  enditc  / 

Ameragus  and  dorigen  his  wijff* 

In  souerayn  blisse  leden  forj)  here  lyff*  15.")  2 

Neuer  eft*  ne  was  ]>er  anger  hem  betwene 

he  cherissche^  hire  as  ]>ough  sche  were  a  queue 

And  sche  was  to  him  trewe  for  euermore  1555 

Aurelius  )»af  his  cost*  ha])  al  forlore  1557 

Curse))  J)e  tyme  Jat*  euer  he  was  y-bom  1558 

ffor  certes  he  sei])  I  am  forlorn  [spurious] 

Alias  quo^  he  alias  ])at*  I  behight* 

Of*  puxed  gold  a  ])0U8and  pound  of*  wight/  1560 
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vnto  ))is  pMlosofre  how  schal  I  do 

I  se  no  moie  but*  ^at*  I  am  fordo  / 

Myn  heritage  moot*  I  needes  selle 

And  ben  a  beggere  here  may  I  no  lenger  dwelle  1564 

And  schamen  al  my  kynrede  in  ]?is  place 

Buf  I  ojf*  him  may  gete  bettre  grace  / 

[but  natheles  /  I  wol  of  him  assaye  [xs  Aroh.  8«u.  B.  14] 

at  c^rteyne  dayes  /  yere  bi  yere  to  paye]  1568 

I  wole  ^onke  him  of*  his  grete  curtesye 

My  trou|)e  wol  I  kepe  I  wol  noujf  lye 

"Wip  herte  sore  he  gop  vnto  his  cofiEre 

And  broughte  gold  vnto  his  philosophre  1572 

The  value  of<  .y.  hundred  pound  I  gesse 

And  him  besechej?  of*  his  gentilnesse 

To  graunte  him  dayes  of*  pe  remenafit 

And  maister  I  dar  wel  make  auaunt  1576 

I  fayled  neuer  my  trouJ>e  as  jit* 

ffor  sikerly  my  dettes  schal  be  quyt 

Towardes  30U  how  euer  ^at*  I  fare 

To  gon  abegged  in  my  kirtel  bare  1580 

But*  wolde  je  fouche  sauf*  ypon  suerte 

Two  jere  or  ])re  to  respiten  me 

fexme  were  I  wel  for  elles  moste  I  selle  /^        &>^^J?j?S.j**^"* 

[myn  heritage  /  ther  is  no  more  to  telle      ^"^ii7aaf*6acW**' 

this  PhiloBophre  soburly  answerde 

and  seide  thus  /  whan  he  these  wordes  herds 

haue  I  nat  holden  couenaunt  /  vn-to  the 

yis  certes  /  wel  &  trewely  /  quod  he  1588 

hast  thow  nat  had  thi  lady  /  as  the  liketh 

no  no  quod  he  /  &  sorowfully  he  siketh 

what  was  the  cause  /  telle  me  if  thou  can 

Aurelius  his  tale  /  anoon  bigan  1592 

and  tolde  him  al  /  as  ye  han  herde  bifore 

hit  nedith  nat  /  to  rehersen  it  no  more 

he  seide  Arueragus  /  of  gentilnesse 

had  leuer  dien  /  in  sorow  &  distresse  1596 
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than  his  wiff  /  were  of  hir  txonihe  fids       VKAMA.  Bd4.  B.  >«] 

the  soTow  of  Doiigen  /  he  t<^  him  als 

how  lotK  hir  was  /  to  hen  a  wikked  wiff 

and  that  she  leuare  had  that  day  lost  hir  liff  1600l 

and  that  hir  trouthe  she  swore  /  thorugh  innoeenea 

she  neuere  erst  herde  speke  /  of  apparence 

that  made  me  han  of  hir  /  so  grete  pite 

and  right  as  frely  /  as  he  seute  hir  to  ma  1604 

as  frely  sente  I  hir  /  to  him  ageyne 

this  is  al  &  som  /  ther  is  no  more  to  seyne 

this  Philosophre  answerde  /  leue  brother  E«Mif  m] 

eutfryche  of  yow  dide  gentilly  /  to  other  1608 

thow  art  a  squyer  /  &  he  is  a  knyg&t 

but  god  forbede  /  for  his  blisful  myg&t 

but  if  a  Gierke  /  couthe  do  a  gentil  dede 

as  wel  as  any  of  yow  /  it  is  no  drede  1612 

sir  I  relece  the  /  thi  thousand  pouude 

as  thow  right  now  /  were  crope  out  of  the  groonde 

ne  neuere  er  now  /  ne  haddist  thow  knowe  me 

for  sir  I  wol  nat  taken  /  a  peny  of  the  1616 

for  al  my  crafift  /  ne  nought  for  my  trayaile 

thow  hast  I-paide  wel  /  for  my  vitaile 

hit  is  I-now  /  Ss  farewel  haue  good  day 

and  toke  his  hors  /  Ss  fort£l  he  got£  his  way  1620 

lordinges  this  question  /  than  wold  I  axe  now 

whiche  was  the  most  fre  /  as  thenketK  yow 

now  teUet&  me  /  er  that  I  ferther  wende 

I  can  no  more  /  my  tale  is  at  an  ende .  1624 

Here  endith  the  ffirankeleyne  his  tale]  [inh.M4.Mer.«mi^3 
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{THE  PROEM.]     a'iJSJ;:S/itS2? 
[And  next        Cfj^tJ^f 
bigynneth  the  seconde  nonne  hir  tale.  &c 

0) 

The  ministre  and  norice  /  vn-to  yices  I 

which  that  men  clepen  /  in  englissh  /  Idelnesse 
that  porter  of  the  gate  is  /  of  delices 
to  eschewen  /  and  bi  hir  contrarie  to  oppresse  i 

that  is  to  seyne  /  bi  leoful  besynesse 
wel  oughte  we  to  don  /  al  oure  entente 
lest  that  the  fende  /  thorugh  Idelnesse  vs  hente .  7 

(2) 

ffor  he  that  mth  his  thousand  cordes  slighe  8 

contenuelly  vs  waiteth  /  to  bi-clappe 

whan  he  may  man/  in  Idelnesse  aspie 

he  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  /  in  his  trappo  11 

til  that  a  man  be  hente  /  right  bi  the  lappe 

he  nys  not  ware  /  the  fende  hath  him  in  honde 

wel  oughte  Ys  werche  /  and  Idelnesse  with-stonde .         1 4 

(3) 

And  though  men  dradden  neu^e  /  for  to  die  15 

yit  se  men  wel  bi  leson  /  doutelese 

that  Idelnesse  is  hoten  /  slogardie 

of  whiche  cometh  neu^re  /  noon  encrese  18 

and  sithen  that  slouth  hir  holdith  in  a  lese 

only  for  to  slepe  /  and  ete  and  drynke 

and  to  devouron  /  al  that  other  swynke     [/tfVtis.  hooc^     21 
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IT  And  for  to  putten  vs  /  from  suclie  Idelnease  '^J*!^'  ***** 

that  cause  is  /  of  so  grete  confusion 

I  baue  here  doh  /  my  feitMul  besynesse 

after  the  legonde  /  in  translacion  25 

right  aft^r  thi  glorious  liff  /  and  passion 

thow  with  thi  garland  /  wroughte  of  rose  and  lylye 

the  mene  I  /  maide  /  and  martir  /  seynt  Cecelye .  28 

•         (5) 

IT  And  thow  that  floure  art  /  of  virgynes  alio  29 

of  whom  that  Bernard  /  list  so  wel  to  \vrite 

to  the  at  my  bigynnyng  /  first  I  calle 

thow  comforte  of  vs  wrecches  /  do  me  endito  32 

thi  maidens  deth  /  that  was  thorugh  hir  merite 

the  eternal  liff/  and  of  the  fcude  victorio 

as  men  mow  after  rede  /  in  hir  storie .  35 

(<5) 

IT  Thow  maiden  and  moder/ dough ter  of  thi  sone]  J^^  '"^in 

Thou  welle  of«  mercy  synful  soules  cure  [leaf  i7i] 

In  whom  ])at<  god  for  bounte  chees  to  wone 

Thou  hiuuble  and  heih  ouer  euery  creature  39 

Thou  noblodest*  so  ferre  oure  nature 

Thaf  no  desdeyn  J^e  makers  hadde  of*  kyiide 

his  sone  in  blood  and  fleissch  to  clo]>e  and  wyndo  42 

(') 

IT  Wifinne  Je  cloystre  blisful  of*  fiiie  sydcs  43 

Took*  mannes  schap  ]}e  eterne  loue  and  pees 

That  of*  |)e  trine  compas  lord  and  gyde  is 

Whom  erf e  and  see  and  heuene  out  of*  reles  46 

Ay  herien  and  J>ou  vrrgine  wemmeles 

Bare  of*  J)y  body  and  dwelledest/  mayde  pure 

The  creatour  of*  euery  creature  49 
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(«) 

V  Assembled  is  in  ))i  magnificence  50 

Wi]y  mercy  goodnesse  and  with  such  pite 

faV  fovL  art*  pe  sonne  of*  excellence 

Nou3f  only  helpest*  hem  |^af  prayen  }e  53 

But*  ofte  tyme  of*  ^in  benignite 

fful  frely  er  |)af  men  l^in  helpe  bescche 

Jou  gosf  byfoni  and  art*  here  lyfes  leche  56 

(9) 
f  2^0 w  help  ^ou  meke  and  blisful  faire  mayde  5T 

Me  fiemyd  wrecche  in  )»is  deserf  of*  galle 
Thenk*  on  ^e  wo7Mman  Canane  ]iaf  sayde 
That*  whelpes  eten  some  of*  ]>e  crommes  alld  60 

paV  from  here  lordes  table  ben  y-falle 
And  )K>ugh  pat  I  pe  vuworjyy  sone  of*  eue 
be  synful  jit*  acceptc  my  byleeue  63 

(10) 

And  for  ))at*  fei))  is  deed  wi]»oute  werkcs  64 

So  for  to  worchen  jif*  me  witte  and  space 

])af  I  be  quyf  from  place  ]>af  most*  derk*  is 

O  ^ou  ])at*  art*  so  fair  and  so  ful  of*  grace  67 

Be  myn  aduocate  in  so  heih  a  place 

Ther  as  wi)>outen  ende  is  longe  Osanna 

Thou  cristes  moder  and  dough tei-  of*  Anna  70 

(11) 

And  of*  pin  light*  my  soule  kepe  in  prisofi  71 

That*  troubled  is  by  pe  contagioun 

[of  my  body  /  &  also  bi  the  wighto  [KB  Jkroh.  8ekL  B.  U] 

of  erthely  lust  /  &  fals  aifeccionj  74 

O  heuene  o  refute  0  saluaciofl  [leof  t7i,  back] 

Of*  hem  p&V  ben  in  sorwe  and  in  destresse  / 

Now  help  for  vnto  my  werk*  I  wol  me  dresse  /  77 

CORPUS  079   (6-T.  629) 


8IX-TBXT   530 
QBOUP  ft    §  L    SECOND  nun's  TALE.    CorpU  Kflkr 

(12) 

9  jet*  pray  I  jou  ^at*  reden  ])af  I  write  78 

f^oT^euep  me  for  I  do  no  diligence 

piB  ilke  story  subtil  to  endite 

SdtT  bo})e  haue  I  ]>e  wordes  and  fe  sentence  /  81 

Of*  hem  ])af  atte  seyntes  reuerence  / 

The  story  wroot*  &  eolewen  htr  legendo 

And  pray  I  jou  J)at^  30  woln  my  work*  amende  84 

(13)  [THE  TALE,] 

ffidrst*  wolde  I  30U  pe  name  of*  seinf  Cecile  85 

Expoune  as  men  may  in  here  stories  se 

If  is  to  say  on  engUssh  heuene  lylye 

ffor  pure  chastnesse  of*  viiginite  /  88 

0]>er  for  sche  witnesse  hadde  of*  honeste 

Of*  greue  of*  conscience  and  of*  good  fame 

llie  soote  sauour  lilye  was  hire  name  91 

(14) 

Ou]>er  Cecile  is  to  say  j^e  way  to  blynde  93 

ffor  sche  ensample  was  by  good  techynge 

Or  elles .  Cecile  is  as  I  writen  fynde 

Is  ioyned  by  a  maner  conioygnynge  95 

Of*  heuen  and  lya  and  heiher  in  figuringo 

The  heuen  is  set*  for  ]>oug!it<  of*  holynesse 

And  lya  for  hire  lastyng*  busynesse  /  98 

(15) 

Cecile  may  eek*  be  sayd  in  fia  manere  99 

"Wantynge  of*  blyndnesse  for  hire  grete  light 

Of*  sapiens  and  for  hir  ])ewes  clere 

0)>er  elles  J)i8  maydenes  name  bright/  102 

Of*  heuen  and  leos  come^  for  which  by  right* 

men  mighte  ^0  heuene  of  poeple  hire  calle 

Ensample  of*  goode  and  wise  werkes  alld  105 
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(16) 
Sot  leos  people  in  engllssch  is  to  say  106 

And  righf  as  men  may  in  ^is  lieuene  se 
fe  Sonne  and  moone  and  ]>e  sterres  enery  way 
Eight*  so  gostly  in  ^is  mayden  fre  109 

Seyen  fe  feij>  of*  magnificence 

And  ekyng*  of*  hel])e  and  of*  sapience  [Im^  its] 

And  sondry  werkes  bright*  of"  excellence  /  112 

(17) 
And  righf  as  ^is  philosophres  wryte  113 

That*  heuen  is  swyff  round  and  brynnyng* 
Kight*  so  was  faire  Cecile  pe  whyte 

fful  swift*  and  besy  euer  in  good  werkyng*  116 

And  round  &  hool  in  good  p&rseueryng 
And  brenne  euere  in  charite  lighte  /  . 
Kow  haue  I  declared  jou  what*  sche  highte  119 


(18) 
This  mayden  bright*  Cecile  as  hire  lyf*  sai)y  120 

Was  comen  of*  Romayns  and  of*  noble  kynde 
And  so  for^  fostred  vp  in  ])e  fai)) 

Of*  crist*  and  bar  his  gospel  in  hire  mynde  123 

8che  neuer  cessede  as  I  writen  fynde 
Of*  hire  prayere  and  god  to  loue  and  drede 
Besechinge  him  to  kepe  hire  maydenhede  /  126 

(19) 
And  what*  )»is  mayden  schulde  vnto  a  man  127 

y-wedded  be  Jat*  was  ful  ^ong*  of*  age 
"Which  fat  y-cleped  was  valerian 

And  )>e  day  was  comen  of*  hire  manage  130 

Sche  fil  denoute  and  humble  /in  hire  corage 
Vnder  hire  robe  of*  gold  J>af  sat*  ful  faire 
And  next*  hire  fleissh  sche  clad  hire  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 

And  whiles  fe  Oigles  maden  melodye  134 

To  god  allone  pua  in  berte  s&ng*  scbe 

O  lord  my  soole  and  eek*  my  body  gye 

Ynwemmed  lesf  ^af  I  coufoandid  be  137 

And  for  bis  loue  fai?  deyde  vpon  a  tre 

£uery  secounde  or  ^ridde  day  scbe  faste 

Ay  byddyng*  in  bire  orisons  ful  faste  140 

(21) 

Tbe  nighf  com  and  to  bedde  scbe  moste  gon  141 

Wi^  bire  bousbonde  as  often  is  ]>e  manere 
And  pryuely  scbe  sayde  to  bim  anon 

0  swete  and  wel  biloued  spouse  dere  144 
Tber  is  a  counseil  and  ^  wolde  it  bere  / 

Wbicb  y&V  rigbf  fayn  I  wol  vnto  3011  sayn 

So  J>at<  je  me  assure  if  nougbf  to  bewrayn     [in7s,faic]     147 

(22) 

Valerian  gan  faste  /  vnto  bire  swere  148 

Tbaf  for  no  cas  ne  )iing*  fnV  migbte  be 

be  Bcbolde  for  no  fmff  neuer  bywreyen  bire 

And  ^anne  at*  ersf  ^us  to  bim  sayde  scbe  151 

1  baue  an  aungel  wbicb  ^f  loue)»  me 

Tbaf  wi])  gref  loue  wbejy^r  so  I  wake  or  slepe 

Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe  154 

(23) 

And  if*  l^af  be  may  felen  out  of  drede  1 55 

[tbat  ye  me  toucbe  /  or  loue  in  vilonye       [KB  Ardi.  Bdd.B.  H] 

be  rigbt  anoon  wol  sle  yow  /  witb  the  dede 

and  in  youre  youthe  /  thus  sbul  ye  die  158 

and  if  that  ye  /  in  clene  loue  me  guye] 

be  wolde  jou  loue  as  me  for  jour  clennesse 

And  scbewe  30U  of  bis  ioye  and  bis  brightnesse  161 
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(24) 

valerian  corrected  as  god  wolde 
Answerde  a3ein  if  I  schal  tniste  to  )»e  / 
let*  me  ])af  aungel  see  and  him  biholde 
jS.nd  it  pat  it  a  yerray  aungel  be 
Thanne  wol  I  don  as  ]>ou  hast*  preyed  me 
And  if*  ])0U  loue  anoj^er  man  for  so^e  / 
Kighf  TviJ)  pis  swerd  I  wol  sle  30U  bo|)e 

(25) 

Cecily  answerde  anon  in  fis  wise 

If*  pa,V  30U  luste  ])at*  anngel  schul  30  se 

So  ^at*  je  trowe  on  crisf  and  3011  baptise 

Go])  ioTp  to  via  apia  quod  sche 

Jat*  from  f  is  toun  ne  stant*  by  myles  f  re  / 

And  to  ])e  ponere  folkes  ^af  ]}ere  dwelle  / 

Si^y  hem  rig!it*  fus  as  J>at/  I  schal  3011  telle  / 

(26) 

Telle  hem  |)at  I  Cecile  30U  to  hem  sent 
To  schewen  30U  j^e  goode  vrban  pe  olde 
ffor  secre  needcs  and  fro  good  eutont* 
And  whan  )>at*  3e  seint  vrban  han  byholde  / 
Telle  him  pe  wordes  whiche  )>at*  I  30U  tolde  / 
And  whan  ])af  he  ha^  purged  30U  from  synne 
paime  schal  30  see  ^at*  aungel  er  30  twynne 

(27) 

Valerian  Is  to  )?at*  place  y-gon 

And  right*  as  him  was  taught*  by  his  lemyng* 

he  fond  pia  holy  Vrban  ^er  anon 

Among*  ])ese  seyntes  bnriels  lotying*  .1.  uuumi 

And  he  anon  wi])oute  tarying* 

Dide  his  message  and  whan  he  hadde  tolde 

Vrban  for  ioye  gan  his  handes  vpholde 
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(28) 

The  teeres  from  his  eyben  leet*  he  falle  /  190 

Almighty  god  0  Jhesu  crist  quod  he 

Sowere  of*  chaste  counseilla  and  herde  of*  vs  alk  ^ 

pe  fruyf  of*  >ilke  seed  of<  chastite  /  193 

fskV  ])0u  hasf  sowe  in  Cecile  tak*  to  fe 

Lo  y-like  a  busy  bee  wiJ>oute  gyle 

The  serae})  ay  ))i]i  oughne  ^rall^  Cecile  196 

(29) 

If  ifor  ))ilke  spoiise  Jwtt*  sche  tok*  buf  noxr  /  197 

ilul  Hke  a  fiers  leon  sche  sende])  heere  / 

As  meke  as  eny  lambe  was  to  jow  / 

And  wij)  y&i?  word  anon  ^er  gan  apeere  /  200 

An  olde  man  clad  wi))  white  clo^  cleere 

And  hadde  a  book*  wij)  le^^res  of*  gold  in  honde 

And  gan  bifom  Valerian  to  stondo  203 

(30) 

Valerian  as  deed  fel  donn  for  drede  204 

Whan  he  him  sangh  and  him  vp  liente  )k> 
And  on  his  book*  rights  pua  he  gan  to  rede  / 

0  lord  o  feij)  o  god  wi])oate  mo^  '£t  lamentaf      207 
Of*  cristendom  and  fader  of*  al  also  **' 
Aboiien  alia  and  ouer  alle  euery  where 
This  wordes  alld  with  golde  writen  were  /  210 

(31) 

Whan  pia  was  rad  ^an  sayde  ^is  olde  man  211 

leeuest*  ^ou  )»is  ^ing*  or  no  sey  ^e  or  nay 

1  leeue  allc  f  is  ping*  Jan  f  is  [quod  tho  Valerian      US!  ^^i 
for  sother  thing  than  this  /]  I  dar  wel  say  214 
Vnder  )>e  heuene  no  wight/  ne  )>enke  may 
po  vanyssched  pe  olde  man  he  nyste  where 

And  pope  yrban  him  cristned  right*  bore  217 

« 
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Yaleiian  go^  hom  and  seint^  Cecile  2  L8 

Wijyinne  his  chambre  an  aungel'stande 

^is  aungel  hadde  of*  Eose  and  of*  lylie 

Goroones  tuo  ^e  which  he  bar  in  hande  221 

And  ferst*  to  Cecile  as  I  vnderstande  / 

he  jaf*  J>af  oon  and  after  gan  he  take  [Uaf  m,  imcK] 

^f  o]>er  to  Valerian  hire  make  224 

(33) 

With  body  clene  and  wi^  vnwemmyd  ^oujt  /  225 

kepe)»  ay  wel  ^is  corounes  qtiod  he 

Srom  paradys  to  jou  haue  I  hem  brou}t* 

Ne  neuer  more  schnlle  ^ey  roten  be  228 

H  Ne  leese  here  swete  sauour  trusted  me 

l^e  neuere  wighf  schal  seen  hem  wi)>  his  yhe 

But*  he  be  chaste  and  hate  vilonye  /  231 

(34) 

And  ^u  valerian  for  )k)u  so  sone  232 

Assentedcsf  to  good  connseil  also 

Sey  whaf  ]>e  luste  and  )k)u  schalt*  haue  ^y  bone  / 

I  haue  a  hrofer  quod  valerian  po  235 

^t*  in  J^is  world  I  loue  no  man  so 

I  pray  )oa  ^at*  my  hroper  may  han  grace 

To  knowe  fe  trouj^e  as  I  do  in  ]yis  [place]  238 

(36) 

The  aungel  answerde  god  like)^  ^oure  requeste  239 

And  bo^e  with  ^  pahne  of^  martirdome 

je  schuUe  come  vnto  pe  blisful  feste 

And  wi^  ]»af  word  Tiburce  his  hioper  come  242 

And  whan  ^at*  he  fe  sauour  vndemome 

Which  ))at*  fe  roses  and  ^e  lylies  caste  / 

W  i^inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre  faste  /  245 
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And  seyde  in  fis  tyme  I  wondre  of"  ^  jeere  246 

Whenne  fia  swote  sauour  come|)  so  / 

And  Kosis  and  lilyes  ^t*  I  smelle  heere 

£for  ]>oug£i  I  hadde  hem  in  myn  hondes  tiio  249 

The  sanour  might  in  me  no  deppere  go 

^e  swete  smelle  p&if  in  myn  herte  I  fynde 

h&p  chaunged  me  al  in  Anoper  kinde  252 

(37) 

valerian  sayde  tuo  corounes  han  we  253 

Snow  whit*  and  Rose  Reed  )iat*  schyne]>  cleere 

Which  y&V  ])in  yhe  ha^  no  mighf  to  see 

And  as  ^ou  smellest*  hem  ))0TOgh  my  preyere  256 

So  schalf  pon  seen  hem  leeue  broker  deere 

If  it/  so  be  ^t*  )K)a  wolf  wi))outen  8lnu))e 

Bileeue  aright*  and  knowe  verray  tron)>e       n«'i74]         259 

(38) 

Tiburce  answeixle  saist*  )>ou  ^is  to  me  260 

In  6o])nesse  or  in  drem  herkne  je  )>i3 

In  dremes  quod  valerian  han  we  be 

vnto  f  is  tyme  broker  myn  y-wys  263 

But*  now  at*  erste  oure  trou|)e  dwellyng*  is 

how  wost*  J>ou  quod  Tiburce  and  in  what*  wyse  / 

Quod  valerian  ^at*  I  schal  pe  denyse  /  266 

(59) 

pe  aungel  of*  god  lia^  me  pe  trouj>e  y-taught  267 

Which  thou  schalt*  seen  if*  ))at*  pou  wolt*  reneye 

^e  ydolis  and  be  clene  and  elles  naught* 

And  of*  pe  miracles  of*  ^ise  corounes  twcye  270 

Seinf  ambrose  in  his  prdace  lust  to  seye 

Solempnely  pis  noble  doctor  deere 

Comendi]»  it/  and  sai^  in  pia  maneere  273 
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The  palme  of*  mariirdom  for  to  receyue  274 

Seinf  Cecile  fulfilde  of*  goddes  jifte 

^e  woTlde  and  eek*  hire  chambre  gan  sche  weyue 

Witnease  Tiburce  and  Cecyles  schrifte/  277 

To  which  god  of  his  bounte  wolde  schifte 

Corounes  two  of  floures  wel  8mell3rnge  / 

And  made  ]>e  aungel  hem  y>  corounes  brynge  28Q 

(41) 

IT  ^e  mayde  h&p  brought  J^ise  men  to  blisse  aboue         281 

The  world  hap  wist*  what*  it*  is  worjy  certeyn 

Deuociofi  of*  chastite  to  loue 

]>o  schewed  him  Cecile  open  and  pleyn  284 

That*  alle  ydolis  nys  buf  finff  in  veyn 

ffor  ^ey  ben  dombe  and  fet-to  ]»ey  ben  deue 

And  charged  him  his  ydolis  for  to  leue  287 

(42) 

IT  Who  fat*  fis  trowe))  not*  a  beste  he  is  /  288 

Quod  fo  Tiburce  if*  fat*  I  schal  not*  lye 

Sche  gan  fanne  kisse  his  breste  and  fat  herde  f is 

And  was  ful  glad  he  coufe  troufe  aspye  291 

This  day  take  f  e  for  myn  allye 

Seyde  f  is  blisful  mayde  fair  and  deer^ 

ffor  after  fat*  sche  sayde  as  30  may  heere  294 

(43) 

Lo  right*  so  fe  loue  of*  crist*  quod  sche      [laaf  i7«,  iMck]  '  295 

made  me  fin  broferes  wyf*  right*  in  fat*  wyse 

Anoon  for  myn  allye  here  take  I  f  e 

Sifenes  fat*  f ou  wolt^  fine  ydolis  despise  [>  tnk  tput  omt  tk$9ag9\ 

Go  with  f y  brof^r  now  and  f e  baptise  / 

And  make  f e  clene  so  fat*  f ou  mayst*  beholde 

fe  aungels  face  of*  which  fy  brofer  tolde  SOI 
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TibuTce  anBvcide  and  seyde  bro^  deeie  302 

fferst  telle  me  whider  I  scbal  and  to  what  man 

To  whom  quod  he  com  foT}»  with  right  good  cheere 

I  wol  ^e  lede  vnto  fe  pope  vrban  305 

To  Vrban  bio])er  myn  Valerian 

Quo^  ^o  Tiburce  wilf  ]k)u  me  ^ider  lede 

Me  )>inke^  ]>af  it  were  a  wonder  dede  308 

(45) 

IT  Bemenest  ^u  nou^t*  vrban  quod  he  fo  309 

That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed 

And  wone^  in  halkes  to  &  fro  / 

And  dar  nou3f  ones  putte  for)»  his  heed  312 

Men  schulld  him  brenne  in  a  fir  so  reed 

If*  ^at  he  were  founde  if*  ]>at  men  might*  him  spye 

And  we  also  ]>at*  bexe  him  companye  315 

(46) 

And  whiles  we  seken  ^ilke  diuinyte  31 G 

^at  is  y-hyd  in  henene  priuely 

Algate  y-brent  in  ^is  world  schol  we  be 

To  whom  Cecile  answerde  bodyly  319 

Men  mighte  drede  wel  and  skilfully 

^is  lyfi  to  lese  myn  owne  deere  broj^er 

yifi  J)is  were  lyuynge  oonly  and  non  oyer  322 

(47) 

Buf  fei  is  betteie  lyf*  in  ofet  place  323 

^at  neuer  schal  be  lost  ne  drede  pe  noug^t^ 

Which  goddes  sone  ts  tolde  |)orugh  hi*  grace 

[that  the  &dris  sone  /  hath  al  thing  wrought    ^^j^n*^ 

and  al  tnat  wrought  la  /  with  a  skilful  thought 

the  goost  that  from  the  fader  /  gan  procede 

hath  souled  hem  /  withouten  eny  drede .  329 
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IT  By  woTde  &  bi  myracle  /  godis  sone       [MB  Anh.  8«u.B.i4] 

VfhsLU.  lie  was  in  tbis  world  /  declaered  bere 

tbat  tber  was  otbcr  liff  /  tbere  men  may  wone 

to  wbom  answerde  Tyburce  /  0  suster  dere  333 

ne  seidist  tbow  rigbt  now  /  in  tbis  manere 

tber  nas  but  0  god  /  lord  in  sotMastnesse 

imd  now  of  tbre  /  bow  maist  tbow  bere  witnesse  •         336 

(49) 

IT  Tbat  sbal  I  telle  quod  sbe  or  tbat  I  go]  ^J^^i^tS^^^ 

Kigbf  as  a  man  h&f  sapiences  ^re  / 

Memorie  Ingenie  and  Intellecte  also 

So  In  o  beynge  oi*  diuynite  /  340 

Tbre  p^rsones  rigbt*  wel  J>er  may  be 

Tbo  gan  scbebim  besylicbe  precbe  / 

Of>  cristes  come .  and  of  liis  peynes  tecbe      [i«ifi7&]       343 

(50) 

And  many  poyntes  of  bis  passiofl  344 

bow  goddes  sone  in  )>is  world  was  wi))bolde 

To  do  mankynde  pleyn  remissiofi 

Tbaf  was  y-bounde  in  synne  and  cares  colde  347 

Al  yia  ymg  Bcbe  vnto  Tibnrce  tolde 

And  after  pia  Tiburce  in  good  entent 

To  pope  vrban  wi^  Valerian  be  went  350 

(51) 

wbicb  Ranked  god  and  wi^  glad  berte  &  light*  351 

be  cnstned  bim  and  made  bim  in  ^at  place 

Parfyf  in  bis  lyuynge  goddes  knigbt* 

And  after  ]>is  Tiburce  gat  sucb  grace  354 

J>at*  eu^ry  day  be  sey&  in  tyme  and  space 

fe  aungel  of  god  and  euery  maner  bone 

^af  be  god  asked  if  was  sped  fui  sone  357 
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IT  It*  were  ful  hard  by  oidre  for  to  seyu  358 

how  many  wondres  ihestL  for  hiin  wioujt* 

But*  atte  laste  to  telle  schorf  and  plevn) 

fe  sergeaunt*  of*  )w  toun  of*  Rome  hem  sought*  36 1 

And  hem  byfom  Almache  }»e.prouosf  brought* 

Which  hem  opposede  and  knew  al  here  enteuV 

•And  to  fe  ymage  of*  lubiter  he  hem  sent  /  364 

(53) 

And  sayde  who  so  wol  not*  Sacrifise  365 

Swap  of*  his  heed  J^is  is  my  sentence  heere  / 

Anon  )^ise  martires  ^at*  I  30U  denyse  / 

On  Maximius  )>at*  was  an  ofiicere  /  368 

Of*  Je  Prefectis  and  of*  Comiculere 

hem  hente  and  when  ho  for^  pe  seinles  ledde 

himself*  he  weep  for  pite  )}af  he  hadde  37 1 

(64) 

IT  Whan  maximine  hadde  heide  pe  seintes  lore  /  372 

he  gat*  hem  of*  )>e  tormentoures  leue  / 

And  hadde  hem  in  his  hous  wi]»oute  more 

And  wij>  here  prechyng*  er  fat*  it/  were  eue  375 

pey  gonne  from  pe  tormentours  to  reue  / 

And  from  Maximius  and  from  his  folk*  ilkon 

pQ  false  feij)  to  trowe  in  god  allon  378 

(55) 

Gecile  cam  whan  if  was  woxen  night*      DMfnB.i»ek]      37U 

Wi|^  prestes  )^at*  hem  cristned  alle  in  feere 

And  aftirward .  whan  day  was  waxen  light 

Gecile  hem  sayde  wi)?  a  sobre  chere  382 

Now  cristes  owne  knightes  leeue  and  deere 

Caste))  alle  a  wey  pe  werkes  of*  derknesse  / 

And  arme])  90U  in  armore  of*  lightnesse  385 
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je  han  for8o]»e  ydon  grete  bataiLe  386 

30iire  is  doon  jouie  fei|»  han  je  conyeraed 

Gop  to  ^e  coroune  of  lyf*  ^af  may  nou^f  faille 

J>e  rightful  luge  which  j)at*  je  han  [served     ^2  b^i     ^^^ 

shal  yeue  hit  yow  /  as  ye  han  it]  deserued 

And  whan  fis  pinff  was  sayd  as  I  deuyse 

men  ladde  hem  forth  to  don  pe  sacrifise  /  392 

(57) 

Buf  whan  fey  were  vnto  pe  place  y-broujt  /  393 

To  telle  schortly  pe  condusiofi 

)wy  nolde  encense  no  sacrifice  right  nou3t* 

£ut<  on  here  knees  pej  setten  hem  adoun  396 

Wi])  humble  hcrte  and  sad  deuocioil 

And  losten  bo)>e  here  hedes  in  pe  place 

here  soules  wenten  to  pe  kyng*  of*  grace  399 

(58) 

This  maximius  pat*  say  pis  ping*  betyde  /  400 

Wip  pitous  tales  tolde  it/  anon  right* 

pat*  he  here  soules  saugh  to  heuen  glyde 

With  aungels  ful  of*  clemes  and  of*  light*  403 

And  wip  his  word  conuerted  many  a  wight* 

fifor  which  Almachus  dede  him  so  to  bete 

Wip  whippe  of*  leed  til  he  his  lyf*  gan  lete  /  406 

(59) 

Cecile  him  took*  and  buried  him  anon  407 

By  Tyburce  and  Valerian  softely 

Wipinne  hire  heiyinge  place  vnder  pe  ston 

And  after  pis  Almachius  hastily  410 

Bad  his  mynistres  fecchen  openly 

Cecile  so  sche  mighte  in  his  presence 

Do  sacrifice  and  lubiter  encense  413 
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(60) 

But  J^ey  conuertid  )>orug&  hire  wise  lore  414 

Wepten  sore  and  jauen  credence  / 

Ynto  hire  word  and  cryden  more  and  more  ciMf  i7«] 

Crisf  goddes  sone  wi^onten  difference  417 

his  yenay  god  pis  ia  alio  oure  sentence 

y&if  ha)>  so  good  a  s^uafit*  him  to  seme 

pus  Kfip  00  VOLS  we  trowe  |>ey)  we  sterue  420 

(61) 

Almachius  pAt  heide  al  )?is  speking*  421 

Bad  fecche  Cecilo  ^af  he  might*  hir  se 

And  alj>er  first*  lo  ^is  was  his  askyng* 

What*  maner  womman  artow  ^o  quod  he  /  424 

I  am  a  gentil  wommau  bom  quod  sche  / 

I  asko  quod  he  )>ou}  it  pe  greue 

Of  ])in  Tcligiozk  and  of*  ^in  byleeue  427 

(62) 

Whi  |)anne  bygau  joure  question  folily  428 

Quod  sche  ^at*  woldest*  tuo  answers  conclude  / 

In  00  demaunde  je  askide  lewedly 

Almachie  answerde  to  ))at*  similitude  /  431 

[of  whens  cometh  thin  answere  /  so  rude]  (W  Anh.  SekL  B.  U] 

Of*  whennes  quod  sche .  whan  paif  sche  was  refreyned 

Of*  conscience  and  of*  good  fei^  vnfeyned  434 

(63) 

Almachius  sayde  takest*  }>ou  non  heede  /  435 

Of*  ^iu  answere  and  sche  him  answerde  ])U8 

3oure  might*  quod  sche  litel  is  to  drede  / 

ffor  euery  mortel  mannes  power  nys  438 

But*  y-like  a  bladdre  ful  of*  wynd  y-wys  / 

ffor  wij>  a  neldis  poynt/  when  ^at*  is  bio  we 

may  al  pe  host*  of*  it*  be  leyd  ful  lowe  /  441 
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(64) 

ffol  wrongfolly  bigan  ^ou  (]uad  he  iiZ 

And  ^if  in  i¥Tong*  is  }lin  p^rseuerance 

Wost^  fou  noujf  how  oure  mighty  pnnces  fre 

Ben  fvLB  comaundid  and  maken  oidinannce  445 

Th^t  euery  cristne  wighf  schal  han  penannce 

Buf  if*  ]yaf  he  his  cristendom  wi^-seye 

And  gon  al  quyt*  if*  he  wol  if  receyne  44S 

(66) 

IT  ^onre  princes  erren  as  joure  noblen  doth  449 

Quod  )>o  Cecile  /  and  a  wood  sentence 

je  make  ys  gulty  and  it  nys  nou3t  aof 

fior  3e  ^af  knowen  wel  ouie  Innocence  452 

ffor  as  moche  as  we  don  a  reuerence  Hm^its,  buki 

To  crist* .  and  for  we  here  a  ciistene  name 

^  putte  on  vs  a  ciyme  and  eeb  a  blame  455 

(66) 

But*  we  )»af  knowen  )>ilke  name  so  456 

ffor  vertuous  we  may  it*  not*  say 

Almachie  answerde  chese  on  of*  ])ise  tuo 

Bo  sacrifice  or  cristendom  reneyne  459 

]>af  povL  mow  now  skapen  by  ]yaf  wey 

At*  which  fe  holy  blisful  mayde 

gan  for  to  laughe  and  to  fe  luge  sche  sayde  462 

(67) 

0  luge  confuse  in  ^y  nycete  463 

Wolf  fou  ^af  I  reneye  Innocence  / 

To  make  me  a  wicked  wighf  quod  sche 

loo  he  dissimile^  here  in  aadience  /  466 

he  stare])  and  woode])  in  his  aduertence 

To  whom  almachius  O  Ynseely  wrecche  / 

Ne  wosf  ^ou  noughf  how  fer  my  mighf  may  strecche  469 
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ha])  nought*  ouie  mighty  prince  to  me  y-^ouen  470 

je  bo])e  power  and  auctorite  / 

To  make  folk*  to  deyen  and  to  lyuen 

Why  spekesf  pon  so  proudly  )»enne  to  me  473 

I  ne  speke  if  nou3f  but*  stedefastly  quod  sche  / 

Koughf  proudly  for  I  say  as  for  my  syde 

I  hate  dedly  Jiilke  vice  of*  pryde  476 

(69) 

f  And  if*  )>ou  drede  nou3t'  a  Bop  to  heere  477 

])an  wol  I  schewen  al  openly  by  right* 

That*  fou  hast/  maad  a  ful  gref  lesyng*  heere 

^u  saysf  fj  princes  han  ^eue  fe  might*  480 

Bo]»e  to  sleen  and  eek*  for  to  quike  a  wight* 

)»ou  ]yaf  ne  loaysf  but*  oonly  lyf*  here  byreue 

ysn  nast*  ^erto  neyjrar  power  ne  leeue  483 

(70) 

Buf  ^ou  mayst*  see  ]>in  princes  han  pe  maked  484 

Ministre  of*  def  for  if*  ]k)u  speke  of*  mo  / 

^ou  lyesf  for  ^y  power  is  ful  naked 

Do  wey  py  boldenesse/  seyde  almachius  po  487 

And  sacrifice  to  oure  goddes  or  two  Pwf  m] 

I  ne  recche  noi^f  what*  wrang*  ])at*  ])ou  me  profre  ' 

ffor  I  can  sufi&e  it*  as  a  philosophre  490 

(71) 

But*  fUke  wronges  may  I  nought*  endure  491 

^af  ]>ou  spekest*  of*  oure  godd^  here  quod  he  / 

Cecile  answerde  0  nyce  creature 

fon  saydest*  no  word  syns  ^ou  speeke  to  me  494 

fat*  I  ne  knewe  fcrwith  J>y  nycete 

And  fat*  f ou  were  in  euery  man^r  wyse  / 

A  lowed  officer  and  a  vein  lustise  497 
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(72) 

pel  lacke])  iio])iiig*  to  ]>m  vtter  yhen  498 

))af  Jyon  narti'  bljnd  for  pinff  )yat  we  seen  alld 

Thaf  is  a  ston  yf  men  wel  may  aspyen 

That  ilke  ston  a  god  povL  wilf  it  calle  501 

I  rede  ]>e  let*  pin  bond  vpon  it*  falle 

And  taste  it*  wel  and  stoon  ])ou  schalt*  it  fynde  / 

Syns  |)af  pon  sixf  it  nought*  wi])  |)in  y^en  blynde  /      504 

(73) 

It  is  a  schame  ])at*  pe  poeple  schait  505 

So  skome  ^e  and  lawhe  af  py  folye  / 

ffor  comunely  wommen  woot*  it  wel  ouer  al 

])af  mighty  god  is  in  his  heuene'  hihe  508 

And  peae  ymages  wel  ))anne  mayst*  ]>oa  aspye 

To  pe  ne  to  hemself*  may  pej  not*  profyte 

fifor  in  heie  effecte  pej  be  not*  wor])  a  myte  511 

(74) 

])is  and  such  oper  wordes  seyde  sche  /  512 

and  he  wax  wro]y  and  bad  ))ey  schulde  hire  lede  / 

home  to  hire  hous  and  in  hire  hous  quod  he 

Brenne  hire  in  a  fire  wi])  flammes  reede  515 

And  as  he  bad  right*  so  was  don  in  dede 

And  in  a  bathe  ))ey  gan  hire  faste  scheten 

And  night*  and  day  gret*  fuyr  vnder  fey  beetyn  518 

(75) 

Al  pe  longe  night*  and  eek*  pe  day  also  /  519 

fifor  aHe  pe  fuyr  and  eek*  pe  ba]>es  hete  / 

Sche  satte  al  colde  and  felt*  of*  it/  no  wo 

Ke  made  hire  a  drop  nou3t*  for  to  swete  /  522 

But*  in  ])at*  ba])e  hire  lyf*  sche  moste  lete  / 

fifor  he  Almachie  wi|>  ful  wikked  entenf  [i«ar  m,  bMkj 

To  slen  hure  in  pe  bath  his  sonde  sent  525 
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(76) 
])Te  stiokes  in  fe  necke  he  smof  hire  po  526 

The  tonnentour  but*  for  no  maner  chaunce 
he  might*  not*  smjten  al  hire  necke  a  tuo 
And  for  ]>er  was  ^at*  tyme  an  ordynaunce  529 

Thai  no  man  scholde  do  man  such  penafice 
]^  fer]>e  strook*  to  smyten  softe  or  sore 
^is  tormentottr  ne  durste  nomore  532 

(77) 
Bat^  hal^  ded  irip  hire  necke  koruen  pete  /  533 

hb  laft*  hir  lye  and  in  his  wey  he  went^ 
pe  cristne  folke  whiche  abouten  hire  were  / 
Wi^  scheetes  home  fal  faire  hire  hent*  536 

^fte  dayes  lyued  sche  in  pia  torment 
And  neuer  ceesed  hem  ])e  fei)»  to  teche 
^at*  sche  hadde  fostred  hem  sche  gan  to  preche  539 

(78) 
And  hem  sche  jaff*  hire  moebles  and  hire  ping*  540 

And  to  pe  pope  vrban  bitok*  hem  ))o  / 
And  sayde  pua  I  askede  pia  of*  heuen  king* 
To  haue  respyt*  pre  dayes  and  no  mo  /  543 

To  recomande  to  30U  er  pat*  I  go 
pise  soules  lo  and  pat*  I  mighte  do  wirche 
here  of*  myn  hous  perpetuelliche  a  chrrche  546 

(79) 
Seint  vrban  wip  his  deaknes  priuely  547 

The  body  fette  and  buried  it  by  nighte 
Among*  his  opere  seintes  honestely 

hire  hous  pe  chirche  of*  seint*  Cecile  highte  550 

Seynt*  vrban  halwed  if  as  he  wel  mighte 
In  pe  which  in  to  pia  day  in  noble  wyse  / 
Men  don  to  crysf  and  to  his  seintz  s^ruise  553 

IT  Here  endep  Seint*  Ceciles  Tale  / 
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[m  toqf irr.iodt]        II  Hie  incipif  fabula  Canonici 
at  ended  wae  ^e  lyf  of"  Beinf  Cecils 
Er  we  fully  hadde  ryden  fyue  myle 
if  BoghtoQ  vader  ^e  blee .  vs  gan  atike  / 
k  man  Jiaf  closed  was  in  clojiea  bla&e    S57 
.ind  vnder  faV  he  faadde  a  whif  enrplys 

his'hakeney  fiat'  waa  al  pomel  grys  [laiCiTa) 

So  swette  Jiaf  if  wonder  was  to  see 

IV  Bemed  he  hadde  priked  myloa  ^re  .  561 

^  hora  eelc  )iaf  lua  jomau  rood  vpoa 

So  swetlfl  ])at<  viine)>e  mighte  he  gon 

Abonte  fe  peytJ«I  stood  fie  foom  ful  hije 

he  was  of'  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye  66S 

A  male  twyfold'on  his  croper  lay 

If  Bemed  ])af  be  catyed  lytel  amy 

Al  lighf  for  Bomer  rood  ^is  worfiy  man 

And  in  myn  herte  wondien  I  bygan  569 

Whaf  )iaf  he  was  til  ^af  I  vnderstood 

how  fiaf  his  cloke  was  sewed  to  his  hood 

ffoi  which  whan  I  loDge  hadde  avised  me  / 

I  demed  bim  som  chauofi  for  to  be  /  573 

his  haf  hyng*  af  his  bok'  doun  by  a  las  / 

tfor  he  hadde  ryde  more  ])an  trol^  or  pas  / 

he  hadde  ay  priked  Ijt  as  he  were  wood 

A  clote  leef  he  hadde  vnder  his  hood  677 

Sot  swof  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  from  het« 

Ituf  it/  was  ioye  for  to  seen  him  swete  / 

his  forhed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie 

Were  ful  of  plaunteyne  and  of  peritorie  581 
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And  whan  ])at<  he  cam  he  bigan  to  cije  582 

Grod  saue  quod  he  ^is  loly  companye 

ffaste  haue  I  priked  quod  he  for  30ure  sake 

By  cause  ))at*  I  wolde  30U  ouertake  /  585 

To  ryden  in  J^is  merye  companye 

His  joman  eek*  was  ful  of  curtesye 

And  sires  now  in  pe  morwe  tyde  / 

Out*  of"  30ure  ostellerye  I  sayj  jou  ryde  589 

And  warned  heer  my  lord  and  my  souerayn 

Which  f af  to  ryde  wijj  jou  is  fol  fayn 

ffor  his  disporf  he  lone]}  daliaunce 

fErend  for  )iy  wamyng*  god  ^iue  pQ  good  chaunce  593 

Sayde  oure  oost<  certes  it*  wolde  seeme  / 

Thy  lord  were  wys  and  so  I  may  wel  deme  /       [to»f  its^UcV] 

lie  is  ful  iocunde  also  dar  I  lay 

Kan  he  ought*  telle  a  merye  tale  or  tway  597 

WiJ)  which  he  glade  may  pia  companye 

Who  sire .  my  lord  i  je  ^e  wi|)oute  lye 

he  can  of  mer])e  and  eek*  of*  lolite 

Koughf  but*  ynough  also  sire  truste)>  to  me  601 

And  ^e  him  knewe  als  wel  as  do  I 

30  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  J^iiftyly 

he  cou|>e  werke  and  ])at*  in  sondry  wyse 

he  ha^  take  on  him  many  sondry  aprise  605 

Which  were  ful  hard  for  eny  j?at*  is  heere  / 

To  bringe  aboute  but*  fey  of*  him  if  lere  / 

As  homely  as  he  ryt*  amonges  30U 

If*  je  him  knewe  it*  wolde  be  joure  prow  /  609 

3e  nolde  not*  forgon  his  aqueintance 

ffor  mochil  good  I  dar  leye  in  balance 

Al  fat*  I  haue  my  possessiofi 

he  is  a  man  of*  heigh  discrecioil  613 

I  wame  30U  wel  he  is  a  passynge  man 

Wel  quof  oure  host*  I  pray  pe  telle  me  fan 

Is  he  a  Clerk*  or  noon  telle  what*  he  is 

l^ay  he  is  gretter  f  an  a  clerk*  y-wys  617 
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Seyde  ^e  ^oman  and  in  woides  fewe  618 

Ost*  and  of  his  ciafti'  somwhaf  I  wol  jou  echewe 

I  eay  my  loid  can  snch  a  sotilte 

Buti'  bUb  his  crafte  je  may  nof  wite  af  me  621 

And  Bomwhaf  helpe  I  jit*  to  his  worchinge 

That*  al  J^is  grotmd  which  ^af  we  hen  on  lydynge 

Til  ])at*  we  come  to  Caunturhniy  toun 

he  cou])e  al  clene  tume  it/  vp  se  douii)  625 

And  pane  if  al  of*  siluer  and  of*  gold 

And  whan  pia  joman  hadde  pus  y-told 

Tnto  oure  hoost*  //  he  seyde  henedicite 

pis  pinff  is  wonder  merueylous  to  me  629 

Sirens  ]>af  pi  loid  is  of*  so  heigh  prudence  / 

By  cause  of*  which  men  scholde  him  reuerence  /       OMf  m] 

That*  of*  his  worschipe  rekke)>  he  so  lyte 

his  ouer  sloppe  /  nys  noujf  worj)  a  myte  /  633 

As  in  effecte  to  him  so  mote  I  go 

It*  is  al  haudy  and  to-toie  also 

Whi  b  ^i  lord  so  sluttissche  I  pe  prey 

And  is  of*  power  hetter  clo^  to  hey  637 

If*  )»af  his  dede  acorde  wi^  pj  speche 

Telle  me  ^at  and  p&V  I  pe  byseche  / 

Why  quod  pia  jeman  wherto  aske  je  me  / 

God  help  me  so  for  he  schal  neuer  y-the  641 

But*  I  wol  not*  avowe  J>af  I  say 

And  perfore  kepe  it  secre  I  jou  pray 

he  is  to  wys  in  fai]>  as  I  bileeue 

And  ^af  is  ouer  doon  if  nyl  nof  preue  645 

And  righf  as  clerkes  sein  if  is  a  vice  / 

Wherfore  in  ))af  I  holde  him  lewed  and  nyce 

ffor  whan  a  ma[n]  ha]»  ouer  gref  a  witt 

fful  often  it  happe^  to  mysYsen  if  649 

So  do])  my  lord  and  ))at  me  greue])  sore 

God  if  amende  I  can  seye  now  no  more 

Theivof*  no  fors  goode  joman  quod  oure  hoosf 

Si)>ens  of*  pe  connyng*  of  pj  lord  ])ou  woost  653 
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TeUtf  how  lie  do^  I  pray  pe  heitely  654 

81^118  y&if  he  ifl  80  crafty  and  so  sly 
Wber  dwellen  je  if^  to  telle  be 

In  Subarbee  of  a  tonn  quod  he  657 

larkyng*  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blynde 
Where  ^ise  Robbers  and  ^nes  be  kynde 
holden  here  preny  ferfnl  resydence 

As  ])ay  l^at*  dor  nat*  schewe  here  presence  661 

So  fare  we  if*  I  schal  saye  fe  soj^e 
jifc*  quod  onie  hoste  laf  me  talke  to^ 
Why  aif  fovL  discoloured  on  ]>y  face 
Peter  quod  he  god  3iue  hif  harde  grace  665 

I  am  so  Ysed  in  ^e  fyre  to  blowe 

That*  it  ha])  chaonged  my  colour  as  I  trowe        Omf  179,  tack] 
I  nam  naf  wont*  in  myrour  to  prye 

But*  swynke  sore  and  leme  to  mnltiplye  669 

We  bloundren  euer  and  pouren  in  fe  fyr 
And  for  al  paV  we  faillen  of  oure  desir 
ffor  euer  we  lacken  oure  conclusiofi 
To  moche  folk*  we  ben  but*  lUusiofi  673 

And  borwe  gold  be  it^  a  pound  or  tuo 
Or  ten  or  twelue  or  manye  sommes  mo 
And  make  hem  wenen  atte  leste  weye 
]»at*  of*  a  pound  we  couj^e  make  tweye  677 

jif  is  it*  fals  and  ay  we  han  good  hope 
It*  for  to  don  and  after  it*  we  grope 
But*  ]>af  science  is  so  fer  vs  biforn 

We  mowe  not*  al  ]K)ugh  we  hadde  it*  sworn  681 

It*  ouertake  it*  *  slyt*  awey  so  faste  [*  a  iMomi  a  $eraiekt  omQ 

If  wole  us  make  beggeres  atte  laste 
Whil  fiB  )oman  was  )>us  in  ^is  talking* 
))is  chanofi  drough  him  ner  and  herde  eMe  ^ing*  685 

Which  ^at*  ]>is  3oman  spak*  for  suspeciofi 
Of  mennes  speche  euere  hadde  pis  Chanofi 
ffor  Catofi  seith  he  ^af  gulty  is 

Deme]>  allf?  f  ing*  be  spoke  of*  him  ywys  689 
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By  cause  of  ^af  he  gan  so  neigh  to  drawe  /  690 

his  30inan .  ^at*  he  herde  alia  his  sawe  / 

And  J)us  he  sayde  vnto  his  joman  J>o 

holds  now  ^y  pees  and  speke  wordes  no  mo  /  693 

ffor  if  poxL  dosf  pou  schalt*  it  dere  abye 

Thou  sclanndresf  me  here  in  ]7is  compaignye 

And  eek*  discouerest*  }»at*  fon  scholdesf  hyde 

jee  quod  oure  hoost*  telle  on  what*  sb  betyde  697 

Of  allc  J)is  J^retyngt  recche  I  naf  a  myte 

I  fai^  quod  he  no  more  do  I  buf  a  lite 

And  whan  fia  Chanon  say  it*  wolde  naf  be 

But*  his  3oman  wolde  telle  his  priuyte  701 

he  fledde  away  for  verray  sorwe  and  schame  / 

A  quod  ye  ^oman  here  schal  aryse  a  game  cieariso] 

Al  }>at*  I  can  anon  right/  wol  I  telle 

Si])ens  he  is  gon  ^e  foule  feend  him  quelle  /  705 

ffor  neuer  her  after  wol  I  wip  him  mete 

ifor  peny  ne  for  pound  I  jou  biheete  / 

he  )>at*  me  broughte  fersf  vnto  ))at  game  / 

Er  fat*  he  deye  sorwe  haue  he  and  schame  709 

flFor  it*  is  emest*  to  me  by  my  fayf 

That*  feele  I  wel  what  so  eny  man  sai])  / 

And  ^it*  for  al  my  smert*  and  al  my  greef 

fFor  al  my  sorwe  labour  and  mescheef  713 

I  cou])e  neuer  leue  it  in  no  wyse 

!Now  wolde  god  my  witt/  mighte  suffise 

To  tellen  al'j^at*  longe])  to  pat  art* 

But*  najyeles  ^it*  wol  I  telle  a  part*  717 

Sy)>ens  Jat*  my  lord  is  gon  I  wol  not*  spare 

Such  pinff  as  I  knowe  I  wol  declare  / 

\No  break  in  tike  MS.] 
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With.  ))i8  chanofi  dwelled  haue  I  seuen  jeer 
And  of*  his  science  am.  I  neuer  ^q  neer 
Al  ]»af  I  hadde  I  haue  y-lost*  J^erby 
And  god  wot;*  so  hane  many  mo  ^an  I 
]}er  I  was  wont*  to  be  right*  fieiBsch  and  gay 
Of*  closing*  and  of*  good  array 
Kow  may  I  were  an  hose  vpon  myn  heed 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bo]>e  freissh  and  leed 
Kow  is  it*  wan  and  of*  a  ledene  hewe 
Who  80  it  vseth  sore  schal  he  rewe 
And  of  my  swynk*  jit*  blered  is  myn  yje 
lo  which  auauntage  it  is  to  multiplye 
That*  slydynge  science  ha])  me  maad  so  bare 
That*  I  haue  no  good  where  ^at*  eaer  I  fare 
And  jit*  I  am  endetted  so  })er  by 
Of*  gold  J>at/  I  haue  borwed  trewely 
])at*  whil  I  lyue  I  schal  it*  quite  neuere  / 
lat*  euery  man  be  war  by  me  for  euere 
What  maner  man  ]>at  caste])  him  ])6rto 
If*  he  continue  I  holde  his  ])rif te  y-do 
So  help  me  god  )>er-by  schal  he  not*  wynue 
But*  empte  his  purs  and  make 'his  wittes  ])inne 
And  whan  he  ])orugh  his  madnesse  and  folye 
ha^  lost*  his  owne  good  ])orugh  lepardye 
])anne  he  excite^  o])er  men  ^erto 
To  lese  here  good  as  himself*  ha])  do 
ffor  vnto  schrewes  loye  it  is  and  ese 
To  haue  here  felawes  in  peyne  and  disese 
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Thus  was  I  ones  lemed  of*  a  clerk* 

Of*  Jat*  no  chaige  I  wol  speke  of*  oure  werk*  749 

Whan  we  ben  pere  as  we  schnlle  exercise 

Ouie  eluysshe  ciafbf  we  semen  wonder  wise 

Oure  termes  ben  so  clergeal  and  so  quejnte 

I  blowe  pe  fuyr .  ti]  fat*  myn  herte  feynte  753 

What*  scholde  I  telle  eche  proporciofi 

Of*  pinges  whiche  pat*  we  worchen  vppon 

As  on  fyue  or  sixe  Tnces  may  wel  be 

Of*  siluer  or  of*  som  oper  quantite  757 

And  besye  me  to  telle  jou  pe  names 

Of*  Opyment*  brent*  bones  yren  squames 

That*  in  to  poudre  grounden  ben  fill  smal 

And  in  an  erpen  pot*  how  pat  put*  is  al  761 

Ajid  salt*  y-put*  in  and  also  paupere 

Bifore  pise  poudres  pat*  I  speke  of*  here 

And  wel  y-couered  wip  a  laumpe  of*  glas 

And  of'  muche  oper  ping*  what*  pat*  per  was  765 

And  of*  pe  pot*  and  glas  englutyng* 

That*  of*  pe  aier  mighte  passe  no  ping* 

And  of*  pe  esy  fyr  and  smert*  also 

Which  pat*  was  mad  and  of*  pe  care  and  wo  7G9 

pat*  we  hadde  in  oure  matiers  sublymynge 

And  amalgamynge  and  Calcenynge 

Of*  quyk*  syluer  y-cleped  mercuric  crude 

ffur  all6  oure  sleigh tes  we  can  nou3t  conclude  773 

Oure  orpymed  and  sublimed  mercuric 

Oure  grounde  litarge  eek*  on  pe  porphirie  [icarisi] 

Of*  ech  of*  pise  of  vnces  a  certayn 

Nou3t*  helpep  vs  oure  labour  is  in  vain  777 

]Ne  eek*  oure  spirites  ascencieun 

Ke  eek*  oure  matieres  pat*  lyn  al  fixe  a  do/zn 

Mowen  in  oure  werkynge  no  ping*  vs  auayle 

ffor  lost*  is  aHe  oure  labour  and  trauaile  781 

And  al  pe  cost*  on  twenty  deuele  wey 

Is  lost*  also  which  we  vpon  it*  ley 
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^er  is  also  many  sjioper  flag/ 

])af  is  to  ouie  crafte  aperteynyng*  785 

)>oag&  I  by  ordre  hem  here  ne  reheise  can 

By  cause  ^af  I  am  a  lewed  man 

jit*  wol  I  telle  hem  as  pey  come  to  mynde 

Though  I  ne  kan  nat*  sette  hem  in  here  kynde  .    189 

As  boole  armonyak*  verd^gres  Boras 

And  sondry  vesseles  made  of*  er])e  and  glaa 

Cure  vrinales  and  oure  descensories 

Yioles  creseletes  and  sublimatories  793 

Concurbites  and  Alembykes  eeke 

And  o]>er  swiche  deere  ynough  a  leeke 

Nat*  neede^  it/  to  rehersen  hem  alle 

Wateres  Eubysynge  and  boles  galle  797 

Arsynek*  Sal  armonyak*  and  Brymston 

And  herbes  cou^e  I  telle  eek*  many  oon 

As  Egrymoyne  Valerian  and  lunarie 

And  opet  suche  if*  )>at*  me  luste  tarie  801 

Oure  laumpes  brennyng*  boj^e  night*  and  day 

To  bringe  aboute  oure  craft*  if*  J»at*  we  may 

Oure  fomays  eke  of*  Calcynaciofi 

And  of*  watres  albyficacioQ  805 

vnslekked  lym  chalk*  and  glaire  of  an  ey 

Poudres  dyuers  aisshes  dong*  pisse  and  cley 

Seryd  pokettes  Sal  petre  and  Yitriole 

And  diuerse  fyres  made  of*  woode  and  cole  809 

Salt*  tartre  Alcaly  and  Salt*  prcparat 

And  combust*  matieres  and  coagulat  [u«r  isi,  iMck] 

Cley  maad  vrif  horses  or  mannes  heer  and  oyle 

Of*  tartre  alym  glas  berme  wort*  and  aigoyle  813 

Kysalgar  and  o]?er  matieres  enbykynge 

And  eek*  of*  oure  matieres  encorporynge 

And  eek*  of*  Siluer  Citrynacion 

Oure  sementynge  and  fermentacion  817 

Oure  Ingotes  testes  and  many  mo 

I  wol  30U  telle  as  was  me  taught*  also  / 
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pe  fonie  spirites  and  pe  bodyes  seuene  / 

By  ordre  ofte  as  I  herde  my  lord  neuene  821 

The  fyfte  spirit  quyk*  siluer  called  is 

fe  seconde  orpiment .  J>e  ];iidde  y-wys 

Sal  armoniak*  and  ^e  f6r])e  bremston 

The  bodyes  seuene  eek*  lo  hem  heere  anon  825 

Sol  gold  is  and  luna  siluer  we  threpe  / 

Mars  yren  mercurie  quyk  syluer  we  clepe 

Satumutf  leed  and  lubiter  is  tyn 

And  venus  Copur  by  my  fader  kyn  829 

This  cursede  cTaft*  who  so  wol  exercise 

he  schal  no  good  han  p&if  may  him  suffise 

ffor  alia  pe  good  he  spende))  per  aboute 

he  lese  schal  Jyer-of*  haue  I  no  doute  833 

Who  so  J^atr*  list*  to  outen  his  folye 

let*  him  come  for])  and  lerne  to  multiplie 

And  euery  man  ))af  h&p  aught*  in  his  cofre 

lat*  him  appere  and  wexe  a  philosophre  837 

AsHScaunce  fai?  craft*  is  so  light*  for  to  lere 

Nay  nay  god  woot*  al  be  he  monk*  or  frere  / 

Preste  or  Chanofi  or  eny  o^er  wight 

]K)ugh  he  sitte  at*  his  book*  bo]»a  day  and  night  841 

In  lemyng*  of*  J)is  eluyssh  nyce  lore  / 

Al  is  in  yeyn  and  par  de  moche  more 

Is  to  lerne  a  lewed  man  ^is  sotilte 

ffjr  speke  noujt*  perof*  for  it/  wol  not*  be  815 

Al  cowde  he  letterure  or  cou)>e  he  non 

As  in  effecte  he  schal  fynde  it  al  on  p«if  iss] 

ffor  hope  tuo  by  my  saluacio* 

Condudcn  in  multiplicaciof/  849 

I-liche  wel  whan  pej  ban  aUe  y-do 

This  is  to  seyn  pej  faille  bo]>e  tuo 

jit*  format*  I  to  moche  rehersaille 

Of*  watres  corosif*  and  of*  lymaille  853 

And  of*  bodyes  moUificaciofi 

And  also  of*  here  induiaciofi 
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Ojles  aUuciofi  and  metall^  fusible 

To  tellen  alle  wolde  passen  ony  bible  857 

])af  owher  is  wberfore  as  for  ye  beste 

Of*  alia  pise  names  now  wole  I  me  reste 

ffor  as  I  trowe  I  haue  ^ou  told  ynougb 

To  reysen  a  feende  loke  he  neuer  so  rougb  861 

A  nay  lef  be  pj  philosophies  ston 

Elixir  cleped  we  sechen  £aste  echoon 

ffor  hadde  .we  him  ]>an  were  we  syker  ynough 

But*  ynto  god  of*  heaene  I  make  avow  865 

ffor  alld  oure  craff  whan  we  han  al  y-do 

And  al  oure  sleighte  /  he  wol  nof  come  ys  to 

He  h&p  YS  maad  spende  moche  good 

ffor  sorwe  of*  which  abnosf  we  wexen  wood  869 

But*  ]»af  good  hope  crepe]>  in  oure  lierte 

Supposyng*  euere  ]»oagh  we  sore  smerte 

To  be  releuyd  by  him  aftirward 

8upposyng<  and  hope  is  scharp  and  hard  873 

I  wame  )ou  wel  if  is  to  seken  euere 

]iaf  future  temps  ha])  maad  men  disseuere 

In  trusf  fer-of*  fiam  al  ]>at*  euer  f&y  hadde 

)if  of  Jyaf  arf  fej  cou])e  nof  wexe  sadde  877 

ffor  Ynto  hem  it  is  a  bitterswete 

So  seme))  if  for  ne  hadde  fej  but  a  scheete 

Which,  paf  ]yey  mighte  wrappe  hem  In  a  nig&t 

And  a  bak<  to  walken  in  by  day  lighf  881 

\>Qj  wolde  hem  sellen  and  spenden  on  p\a  craff 

They  can  nou3f  stynte  til  no  fing*  be  laff  dmT  i8s,iMck] 

And  euermore  wher  paf  euer  J)ey  gon 

men  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of*  Bremston  885 

ffor  al  ]>e  world  pej  stynken  as  a  goot 

here  sauour  is  so  Kammissh  and  so  hoof 

Thaf  ]K)ugfi  a  man  from  hem  a  myle  be 

Thaf  sauour  wol  enfecte  him  truste])  me  889 

lo  ))us  by  smeUyng*  and  by  ])red  bare  array 

If*  )»af  men  lisf  pw  folk*  pey  knowe  may 
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And  if*  a  xoan  wol  aske  Mm  priuely 

Why  J>ey  ben  clo})ed  so  vnfriftily  893 

Eight*  anon  J>ey  wole  rownen  in  his  eeie 

And  seye  if  Jay  aspyed  were 

Men  wolde  hem  sle  by  cause  of*  here  science 

lo  \fxiB  fia  folk*  bytrayen  Innocence  897 

Passe  ouer  ]»is  I  go  my  tale  vnto 

Er  Jen  Je  pot*  be  on  Je  fyr  y-do 

Of*  metals  wij  a  certein  quantite 

My  lord  hem  temprej  and  no  man  but  he  901 

Now  he  is  gon.  I  dar  say  boldely 

ffor  as  men  sein  he  can  do  craftily 

Algate  I  wot*  wel  he  haj  such  a  name 

And  3it  ful  ofte  he  rennej  in  Je  blame  905 

And  wite  )e  how  ful  ofte  it*  happej  so 

The  pot*  tobrekej  and  far  wel  eJle  is  go 

Jise  metals  ben  of*  so  gret*  violence  / 

Ouie  walles  may  not  make  hem  resistence  909 

But*  if*  Jey  were  wrou^f  of*  lym  and  ston 

Jey  percen  so  and  J^oru}  Je  wal  Jey  gon 

And  some  of*  hem  synken  in  to  Je  ground 

Jms  haue  we  lost*  by  tymes  many  a  pound  913 

And  somme  are  scatered  al  Je  floor  aboute 

Somme  lepen  in  to  Je  roof*  wijouten  doute 

Jough  Jat*  Je  fende  nought*  in  oure  sighte  him  schewe 

I  trowe  Jat*  he  wij  vs  be  Jat  schrewe  917 

In  helle  wher  Jat  he  is  lord  and  sire  / 

Ne  is  Jer  no  more  woo  ne  angur  nor  Ire  peaf  iss] 

Whan  Jat*  oure  pot*  is  broke  as  I  haue  sayd 

Euery  man  chit*  and  halt*  him  yuel  payd  921 

Som  seyde  it*  was  long*  on  Je  fyr  mak^oig* 

Somme  sayde  nay  it*  was  on  Je  blowyng* 

Jan  was  I  fered  for  Jat*  was  myn  office 

Straw  qiu)d  Je  Jridde  je  ben  lewed  and  nyoe  925 

It*  was  not*  tempred  as  it*  oughte  be  / 

Kay  quod  Je  fer Je  stynt*  and  herkne  me 
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By  cause  oure  fyr  was  nat*  made  of*  bech 

)»at*  is  ])e  cause  non  oper  so  peech  929 

I  can  not*  telle  wher-on  it  is  a  long* 

But*  wel  I  wot*  gref  stryf*  is  vs  among* 

What*  quod  my  lord  )>er  is  nomore  to  done  / 

Of  ])ise  p^riles  I  wil  be  war  eff  sone  /  933 

I  am  right*  syker  ])af  pe  pot*  was  erased 

Be  as  be  may  be  ^e  no  ))ing*  amased 

As  Ysage  is  let*  swope  pe  floor  as  swy]>e 

Fluk*  yp  30ur  herte  and  be  ^e  glad  and  bli]}3  937 

The  muUok*  on  an  heep  y-swoped  was 

And  on  pe  floor  cast*  a  kaneuas 

And  al  pia  muUok*  in  a  Syue  y-])rowe 

And  y-sifted  and  y-plucked  many  a  |»row6  941 

Parde  quod  oon  som  what*  of*  oure  metal 

jef  is  Jier  heere  ]x>ug&  we  haue  not*  aA 

And  ]>ough  pia  ])ing*  myshapped  ha^  as  now 

Anoj^er  tyme  it  may  be  wel  ynow  945 

vs  moste  putte  oure  good  in  aduenture  / 

A  marchafit*  parde  may  not*  ay  endure  / 

Trustne^  me  wel  in  his  prosperite 

Som  tyme  his  good  is  drowned  in  |»e  see  /  949 

And  som  tyme  come]^  it*  sauf*  vnto  pe  londe 

Pees  (]uod  my  lord  pe  nexte  tyme  I  wol  fonde 

To  bringe  oure  crafte  alia  in  anoper  plyf 

And  but*  I  do  sires  laf  me  haue  ^e  wyte  953 

Ther  was  defaute  in  somwhat*  wel  I  woot* 

Anof^er  seyde  ^e  fyr  was  ouer  hoof  pMfi8i,iMeic] 

But*  be  it*  hoof  or  cold  I  dar  seye  ])is 

^af  we  concluden  eueremore  amys  /  957 

W6  faille  of*  ^af  which  ]>af  we  wolde  haue  / 

And  in  oure  madnesse  eu^remore  we  raue 

And  whan  we  ben  togidere  euerich  on 

Euery  man  seme])  as  wys  as  Salomon  961 

Buf  alle  pmg*  which  ]>af  seme]>  as  ^e  goolde  / 

Is  nat  golds  as  I  haue  herd  if  tolde  / 
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Ke  etieiy  appnl  J^af  is  fair  at*  ye 

Ke  is  not*  good  "what*  so  men  clappe  or  crye  /  965 

Eighf  so  lo  fare])  it^  amonges  ts 

he  ]}af  seme^  j^e  wysesf  by  Ihesus 

Is  most*  fool  whan  it*  come^  to  ])e  preef* 

And  he  ^f  aemef  trewesf  is  a  ^eef*  969 

That  schul  je  knowe  ei  ])at*  I  fro  30U  wende  / 

By  ^af  I  of  my  tale  haue  maad  an  ende 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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Ther  is  a  chanouB)  of*  Religiot/n         , 

Amonges  ys  wolde  enfecte  al  a  toun  973 

^on^  it*  as  gietf*  were  as  was  Nynyue  / 

Koine  Alisandie .  Troye  and  of  re  Jjre 

lus  aleightes  and  liis  in&Qite  falsnesse  / 

]>er  coTiJ^e  noman  writen  as  I  gesse  /  977 

]>OTig&  ])at<  he  migBte  lyuen  a  ])ousend  jeer 

In  alU  fia  world  of*  fal[s]nesse  nys  his  peer 

ffor  in  his  termes  he  wole  him  so  wynde 

And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  sleigh  a  kynde  981 

Whan  he  commune  schal  wi]>  ony  wighf 

What*  he  wol  make  him  dote  anon  right* 

But*  if  f  e  feend  be  as  his  seluen  is  / 

fful  many  a  man  ha])  he  begyled  er  ])is  985 

And  wile  if*  ])at<  he  may  lyne  a  while  / 

And  jif  men  lyden  and  gon  ful  many  a  myle 

him  for  to  seeke  and  haue  his  aqueyntance 

Noujf  knowyng*  of  his  false  gouemance  /  989 

And  if*  ye  lust*  to  jiue  me  audience 

I  wol  it*  tellen  here  in  joure  presence  [Imt  is4i 

But*  worschipful  Chanofl  religious 

Ke  deme]>  noujt*  )>at*  I  sclaundre  jour  hous  993 

Al  Jjough  my  tale  of*  a  Chanoil  be 

Of*  eucjy  ordre  som  schrewe  is  parde 

And  god  forbede  ]}at*  alle  a  compaignie 

Scholde  re  we  a  synguler  mannes  folye  997 

To  sclaundre  30U  it*  is  not*  myn  entent* 

But*  to  correcten  J>at'  mys  I-menf 
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This  tale  nas  nat*  oonly  told  for  30U 

But»  eek*  for  ofer  mo  je  wot*  wel  how  1001 

That*  amonges  cristes  apostles  twelue 

Ther  was  no  traytour  but^  ludas  himselue 

])aime  why  scholde  pe  remenailt*  alle  haue  blame 

That*  gulteles  were  by  jou  sey  I  pe  same  1005 

Sauf*  oonly  ^is  if*  ^e  wiln  herkne  me 

If"  ony  ludas  in  joure  couent*  be 

Eemeue])  him  by  tyme  I  30U  rede 

If*  schame  or  losse  may  causen  ony  drcde  1009 

And  be])  no  ])ing<  displesed  I  30U  pray 

But*  in  pis  caas  herkneth  what*  I  say 

N  londoil  was  a  prest*  an  annueler 
That*  )>er-Iune  dwelled  hadde  many  a  ^oer        1013 
Which  was  so  plesafit  /  and  so  seTTiisable  / 
Vuto  ^e  wyf*  wher  he  was  at*  fe  table 
That*  sche  wolde  sufifre  him  no  ))ing*  for  to  pay 
ffor  bord  nor  eloping*  wente  he  non  so  gay       1017 
And  speudyng*  siluer  had  he  rigfif  ynough 
fer-of  no  force  I  wol  procede  as  now  / 
And  telle  for])  my  tale  of*  pQ  Chanofl 
])at*  broujte  ])is  prest  to  confusiofi  1021 

This  false  Chanofi  cam  vpon  a  day 

vnto  pe  prestos  chambre  ])er  he  lay 

Bysechingf  him  to  lene  him  a  certeyn 

Of*  golde  and  he  wold  quite  it*  him  ngeyn  1025 

lene])  me  a  mark*  quod  he  but*  dayes  ])re 

And  at*  my  day!  wol  it*  quite  pe  Deafi8i,back] 

And  if*  so  be  ])at*  ])ou  fynde  me  fals 

Ano])er  day  hang*  me  yp  by  pe  hals  1029 

This  prest*  him  tok*  a  mark*  and  pat*  as  Bwipe 

And  pis  Chanoun  him  ])anked  often  si])e 

And  took*  his  leue  and  wente  forth  his  wey 

And  atte  ])ridde  day  bron^t*  his  money  1033 

And  to  pis  prest*  he  took*  pis  gold  a^ein 

Ther-of*  pis  prest*  was  glad  and  fayn 

CORPUS  411   (6-T.  661) 


8IX-TSXT  562 

GBoup  0.  §  4.  ganon's-teohan's  talb.  CrOrpoi  MS. 

Certes  quod  he  no  ]>ing*  anoyetih  me 

To  lene  a  man  a  noble  or  tuo  or  ^re  1037 

Or  what*  t^mff  were  in  my  possessiofi 

Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of*  condicion 

J^af  in  no  wise  he  breke  wole  his  day 

To  swich  a  man  I  can  neuer  say  nay  1041 

Whaf  quod  fiB  Chanofl  scholde  I  be  vntrewe 

]Nay  ])at*  were  ))ing*  fallen  al  of  ^e  newe 

TrouJ>e  is  a  Jing*  Jaf  I  wol  euer  kepe  / 

Ynto  ))e  day  in  which  )?af  I  schal  crepe  1045 

in  to  my  graue  and  elles  god  forbede 

BileeueJ)  ^is  as  siker  as  is  ^onie  Crede 

God  ^anke  I  and  in  good  tyme  be  it  sayd 

^af  ^er  was  neuer  man  jif  euel  payd  1049 

ffor  gold  ne  siluer  j)at*  he  to  me  lente 

Ne  neuere  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  mente 

And  sire  quod  he  now  of"  my  priuyte 

Si]>ens  30  so  goodlich  haue  ben  to  me  1053 

And  kiped  to  me  so  gref  gentilnesse 

Somwhaf  to  quite  with  joure  kyndenesse 

I  wol  30U  schewe  and  if*  30U  lest*  to  leere  / 

I  schal  it*  schewe  to  30U  anon  right*  heere  1057 

how  I  kan  worchen  in  philosophie 

Takef  good  heed  je  schuln  seen  wel  at*  ye 

That*  I  wol  don  a  maystry  ar  I  go 

je  quo))  ])e  prest*  /  je  sire  and  wil  3e  so  1061 

Marie  J)er  of  I  pray  30U  hertily 

At*  3(mTe  comaundement*  sire  trewely  [leaf  iss] 

Quo))  ^e  Chanofi  and  elles  god  forbede 

lo  how  fis  feef*  cou])e  his  seruise  beede  1065 

fful  so))  it*  is  ])af  such  piofred  seruise 

Stynke])  as  witnessen  pise  olde  wise 

And  fat*  ful  sone  I  wol  if  verefye 

In  pis  Chanofl  is  roote  of*  alle  treccherie  1 069 

psAf  eueremoie  delyt*  ha))  and  gladnesse/ 

Suche  foendly  ))oughtes  in  his  herte  impresse  / 
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how  criates  poeple  ho  may  to  meschief*  bringe 

God  kepo  ys  from  his  fals  dissimilynge  1073 

What*  wiste  fis  presf  wip  whom  ))at*  he  delto 

Ne  of*  his  harm  comynge  no  ])iiig<  he  felte 

O  selj  presf  o  sely  Innocent 

Wip  coueytise  anon  ^ou  schalf  be  blent*  1077 

O  graceles  ful  blynd  is  J)y  conceyt* 

No  J)ing*  artow  war  of*  fe  deceyf 

Which  J^af  J)is  fox  y-schapen  ha])  to  pe 

his  wyly  wrenches  J>oa  mayst*  noujf  fie  1081 

Wher-fore  to  go  to  f  e  conclusioii 

])at*  referre])  to  ])i  confusion 

vnhappy  man  anon  I  wol  me  hi3e 

To  telle  J)in  vnwitte  and  fy  folye  1085 

And  eek*  ^e  falsnesse  of*  ]}at*  oper  wrecche 

As  ferfor])  as  my  connynge  wol  strecche 

This  Cbanon  was  my  lord  je  wolde  weene 

Sire  oste  in  faith  and  by  )>e  heuen  quene  1089 

If  was  BJioper  chanoun  and  naf  he 

Thaf  can  an  hundred  fold  more  sotyltee 

he  ha])  bytrayed  folkes  many  tyme 

Of*  his  falsnesse  it/  duUe))  me  to  Eyme  1093 

£uer  whan  I  speke  of*  his  faLshede 

ifor  schame  of*  him  my  chekes  wexen  reede 

Algates  ^ey  bygynne  for  to  glowe 

ffor  reednesse  haue  I  now  righf  wel  I  knowe  1097 

In  my  visage  for  fumes  diuerse 

Of*  metals  whiche  je  haue  herd  me  reherce  LiMf  its,  back] 

Consumed  and  wasted  ban  my  reednesse  / 

Kow  take  heede  of*  ^is  Chanofis  cursednesse  1101 

Bire  quod  he  to  pe  presf  laf  joure  man  gon 

ffor  quyk*  siluer  ])af  we  if  hadde  anon 

And  laf  him  bringe  ynces  tuo  or  pre 

And  whan  he  come])  as  faste  schul  je  see  1105 

A  wonder  ])ing<  which  30  say  neuer  ar  ^is 

Sire  quod  pe  presf  if  schal  ben  don  y-wys 
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lie  bad  his  seruafit  fechen  liinD  his  ^ing* 

And  he  al  ledy  was  at<  his  biddyng*  1109 

And  wente  him  for]>  and  cam  anon  agayn 

Wif  fis  quyk*  siluer  schortly  for  to  sayn 

And  tok*  ])is  vnces  ])ro  to  ]>e  Chanoii 

And  he  it  leyde  faire  and  wel  a  doun  1113 

And  bad  ]>e  se?*uant  coles  for  to  bringe 

])at  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  worchinge 

The  coles  right*  anon  weren  y-fette 

And  ])is  chano&  tok*  out*  a  crossclette  1117 

Of  his  bosom  and  schewed  it*  fe  prest* 

This  Inistrumenf  quod  he  Avhich  pat  ]>oa  seest 

Tak*  in  ])in  bond  and  put*  ]}iself*  per  Inne 

Of*  fis  quyk*  siluer  an  vnce  and  here  bygynne  1121 

In  |>e  name  of*  crisf  to  wexe  a  Philosophre 

Ther  ben  ful  fewe  which  J)af  I  wolde  profre 

To  schewen  hem  f  us  mochel  of*  my  science 

fifor  je  schuln  seen  heere  by  experience  1125 

fat*  Jis  quyk*  siluer  I  wol  mortefye 

Bight*  in  joure  sight*  anon  wij)Oute  lye 

And  make  ifc*  as  good  siluer  and  as  fyn 

As  fer  is  ony  in  joure  purs  or  myn  1129 

Or  elles  where  and  make  it  malliable/ 

And  elles  holds  me  fals  and  vnable 

Amonges  folk*  euere  to  appere 

I  haue  a  poudre  here  ))at  coste  me  deere  1133 

schal  make  al  good  for  it*  is  cause  of*  aH 

My  connynge  which  J)at*  I  30U  schewe  schaH  rinf  im] 

Yoydeth  30ure  man)  and  laf  him  be  ]>eroute  / 

And  schitte  fe  dore  whiles  we  ben  aboute  /  1137 

Oure  pryuyte  J»at*  noman  vs  espie 

Whiles  we  werken  in  J)is  philosophie  / 

Al  as  he  bad  fulfJled  was  in  dede  / 

This  ilke  seruafit*  anon  right*  out  ^ede  1141 

And  his  maistrer  schitte  pe  dore  anoii) 

Al.  1  to  here  labour  speedily  fey  gon 
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This  pr^f  at*  ])is  cursed  chanons  byddyng' 

Ypon  ]>e  fire  anon  sette  ]>i8  pinff  1145 

And  blew  pe  fyr  and  busyed  him  ful  faste 

And  pia  chanofii  in  to  ])is  Crosselet*  caste 

A  poudre  nof  I  wher-of»  J>af  it*  was 

I-maad  o])er  of*  chalk*  o)»6r  of*  glas  1149 

Or  som  what*  elles  was  nof  worf  a  flye 

To  blynde  wij)  ])is  presf  and  bad  him  hye 

}>ise  coles  for  to  couchen  al  aboue 

]>e  cresselet*  for  in  tokne  ])at*  I  )>e  loue  1153 

Quo))  ]>is  Chanofl  j^ine  hondes  tuo 

Schulle  worche  alle  )}ing*  which  as  schal  be  do 

Graunt  me^'cy  quod  fe  presf  and  was  ful  glad 

And  couchede  coles  as  pe  Chanofi  bad  1157 

And  whils  he  besy  was  pia  feendly  wrecche 

p\a  false  Chanon  ]>e  foule  feend  him  fecche 

Out*  of*  his  bosom  took*  a  bechene  cole  / 

In  which  ful  sotilly  was  maad  an  hole  1161 

And  per  Inne  put*  was  of*  siluer  lymaille 

An  vnce  and  stopped  was  wifoute  faille 

This  hole  wiJ)  wex  to  kepe  pQ  lymaille  In 

And  ynderstonde])  pat*  pis  false  gyn  1165 

Was  not*  made  ))ere  but*  it  was  maad  bifore 

And  oJ)ere  pinges  I  schal  telle  more  / 

here  aftirward  which  Jjat*  he  wiJ)  him  broughte 

Er  he  cam  Jer  to  begyle  him  he  foughte  1169 

And  so  he  dide  er  pej  wente  a  twynne  / 

Til  he  hadde  tomed  him  coupe  he  not*  blynne    DaafiM,back] 

It*  dullef  me  whan  pat*  I  of*  him  speke 

On  his  fakhede  fayn  wolde  I  me  wreke  /  1173 

If*  I  wiste  how .  but*  he  is  heer  and  pere  / 

he  is  so  variaunt*  pat*  he  abyt*  no  where  / 

But^takep  heed  now  sires  for  goddes  loue 

He  took*  his  cole  of*  which  I  spak*  aboue  1177 

And  in  his  bond  he  bar  it*  priucly 

And  whiles  pe  prest*  couchide  busily 
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The  coles  as  I  tolde  jou  er  fia  / 

This  Chanofi  sayde  freend  je  don  amys  1181 

This  is  nong&f  couched  as  if  ouglite  be 

Buf  sone  I  schal  amenden  it*  qttod  he 

Now  lat  me  medle  ]>erwi]»  but  a  while 

ffor  of>  30U  haue  I  pite  by  seinf  Gyle  1185 

3e  ben  lighf  hoof  I  se  wel  how  ^e  swete 

haue  heer  a  clo})  and  wype  awey  pe  wete 

And  while  )yaf  ^e  presf  him  wyped  has 

This  Chanofi  took*  his  cole  I  schrewe  his  fas  1189 

And  leyde  if  yppon  abouen  ^e  myddeward 

Oi*  ye  Crosselef  and  blew  wel  afUrward 

Til  ])af  ])e  coles  gonne  faste  bienne 

Now  3if>  Ys  drinke  quod  fe  Chanoi&  ]>enne  1193 

as  swi])e  if  schal  be  wel  1  yndeitake 

Sitte  we  doun  and  lef  ys  merie  make 

And  whan  )»e  Chanofis  bechene  cole 

Was  brenf  alle  ^e  lymail  ouf  of*  ^0  hole  1197 

In  to  ^e  Crosselef  anon  fel  doun 

And  so  if  moste  neede  by  resofi 

Syns  if  so  euene  aboue  couched  was 

Buf  yei'of*  wiste  no  ^ing*  ^e  presf  alias  1201 

he  demed  alle  fa  coles  liche  goode 

ifor  of*  ^e  sleighf  no  ))ing*  he  Yuderstoode 

And  whan  ])is  alkamistre  say  his  tyme 

EiseJ)  Yp  sire  presf  and  stonde])  byme  1205 

And  for  I  wof  wel  Ingof  haue  ^e  non 

Go^  walkej>  for])  and  bring*  a  chalk*  ston  [iwrisT] 

£for  I  wol  make  if  of*  ^e  same  schappa 

J)af  is  an  Ingof  if*  I  may  haue  happa  1209 

And  bring  wij»  30U  a  boUe  opev  a  panne 

fiful  of*  water  and  je  schul  sec  ))anne 

How  ))af  ouie  busynesse  schal  happe  &  preeue 

And  3if  for  ^e  schul  haue  no  mysbyleeue  1213 

Ke  wrong*  conceyf  of*  me  in  30ure  absence 

I  wol  nof  ben  ouf  of*  ^oure  presence 
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Bat*  go  with  30U  and  come  with  30U  agayn 

The  chambre  dore  schortly  for  to  sajn  1217 

pej  opejnd  and  schette  and  wente  for]»  here  weye 

And  foTf  wip  hem  ^ey  caryed  pe  keye 

And  comen  agayn  wij>onten  eny  delay 

What*  Bcholde  I  tarie  al  jie  longe  day  1221 

he  took*  ^e  chalk*  and  achoop  if  in  pe  wyse 

Of*  an  yngot*  as  I  schal  30U  deuyse 

I  say  he  took*  out*  of*  his  owne  sleeue 

A  teyne  of*  Siluer  enele  mote  he  cheene  1225 

Which  ]>at*  was  but*  an  vnce  of*  weight 

And  take))  heede  now  of*  his  cursed  sleight 

he  schop  his  Ingot*  in  leng)»e  and  in  brede 

Of  ^e  theyne  wi^uten  eny  drede  1229 

So  slyly  ^at*  pe  prest*  it  not*  aspyde 

And  in  his  sleeue  again  he  gan  it*  hyde 

And  from  )>e  fyre  took*  yp  his  matiere  / 

And  in  to  ^e  Ingot*  it*  putte  wip  meiye  checre  1 233 

And  in  to  ^e  watir  vessel  he  it*  caste 

Whan  ^at*  him  liste  and  bad  pe  prest*  as  faste 

loke  what*  J^ei'  is  /  put*  in  ^in  hond  and  grope 

Thou  schalf  fynde  ^ere  siluer  as  I  hope  1237 

What*  deuyl  of  helle  schuld  it*  elles  be 

Schafyng*  of  siluer  siluer  is  pa^tie 

he  putte  in  his  hond  and  took*  yp  a  teyne 

Of  siluer  fyn  and  glad  in  eu^ry  yeyne 

Was  ^is  prest*  whan  he  saugh  ]»at*  it  was  so 

Goddes  blessyng*  and  his  modres  also 

And  aU^  halwes  haue  je  sire  Chanon 

Seyde  pe  prest*  and  I  here  malisofi  1 245 

But*  and  je  youche  sauf  to  teche  me 

pis  noble  crafte  and  ))is  sotilte 

I  wol  be  joure  in  alle  ^at*  euer  I  may 

Quo))  p^  ChanofL  jif  wol  I  make  assay  1249 

The  seconde  tyme  paif  ^e  mowe  take  heede 

And  ben  expert*  of  p'la  and  in  joure  neede 
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Ano^er  day  in  mjn  absence  / 

))i8  discipline  and  )>i8  crafty  science  1 253 

IT  let^  take  anoj^^r  ynce  quod  he  ]>o 

Of»  quyk*  siluer  wi]K>Tite  voides  mo 

And  do  ^rwif  as  ^e  ban  don  ar  fia 

Wi))  }»af  oJKsr  wbich  ]>at^  now  sHaer  is  1257 

fla  prest*  bim  basieji  in  al  ps,if  he  can 

To  don  as  ]>ls  Cban5n  ))is  cursede  man 

Comaunde]>  him  and  ^te  blew  )>e  fire 

ffor  to  come  to  peSecte  of  bis  desire  1261 

And  pis  Chandn  righf  in  pe  mene  wliile 

Al  ledy  was  pis  presf  ef f  to  begyle 

And  for  a  contynaunce  in  his  bond  bar 

An  holough  stikke  tak*  heedc  and  be  war  1265 

In  pe  ende  of  which  an  vnce  and  no  more 

Of*  siluer  lymaile  pnf  was  al  bifore 

Was  in  bis  coole  and  stopped  wij)  wex  wel 

ifor  to  kepe  in  his  lymayl  euery  del  1269 

And  whiles  pia  presf  was  in  his  bosinesse 

This  Chanon  wi)i  his  stikke  gan  him  dresse 

To  him  anon  and  bis  poudre  caste  In 

As  he  dede  er  pe  dead  ouf  of  lus  skyn  1273 

him  torne  I  pray  to  god  for  bis  falshede 

ifor  he  was  euer  fals  in  o]>e  and  dede 

And  wij)  bis  stikke  aboue  ^e  crosselette 

paif  was  ordeigned  wij)  ))at  false  gette  1277 

he  stere])  pe  coles  til  if  relente  gan 

The  wax  agayn  pe  fyr  as  eue^y  man  cimT  iss] 

Buf  if  a  fool  be  woof  wel  and  moof  neede 

And  al  p&if  in  pe  hole  was  out  ^ede  1281 

And  in  to  pe  Crosselef  hastily  if  fel 

The  presf  supposede  noj^ing*  but  wel 

Buf  busyed  him  faste  and  was  wonder  fayn 

Supposyng*  nou3f  buf  trouJ>e  sojj  to  sayn  1285 

he  was  so  glad  I  can  nou^f  expresse 

In  no  manor  his  mer])e  and  his  gladnesse 
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And  fe  cbanofl  he  profred  eff  sone 

Body  and  good  ^e  quod  pe  Chandn  soone  1289 

))Ough  pore  I  be  crafty  pon  schalt/  me  fynde 

I  wame  ]>e  jit*  is  Jier  more  behynde 

Is  ]>er  eny  coper  here  Inne  seyde  he 

je  sire  quod  ^e  prest*  I  trowe  per  bee  1293 

Elles  go  bey  som  and  pat  as  swithe 

Now  sire  go  £oTp  pj  way  and  hy  the 

And  went  his  way  and  wij)  ^is  coper  he  cam 

And  ^is  Chandn  in  his  hond  it  nam  1297 

And  of*  fat*  co[>er  weyde  ouf  but*  an  vnce 

Al  to  symple  is  my  tonge  to  pronot^nce 

his  moustre  and  his  wit*  ^e  doublenesse 

Of*  piB  Chanon  roote  of*  Cursednesse  1301 

he  semyd  freendly  to  hem  p&if  knewe  him  nought* 

But*  he  was  feendly  bo]>e  in  werk*  and  j^ou^f 

If  wyrie^  me  to  telle  of*  his  falsnesse 

And  na^eles  ^et*  wol  I  it*  expresse  1305 

To  ^at*  entent  ^at*  men  may  be  war  perhy 

And  for  non  oJ>er  cause  trewely 

he  putte  p'la  vnce  of*  coper  in  to  pe  Crosselette 

And  of*  pe  fyur  as  swij^e  he  ha))  it*  sette  1309 

And  kast*  in  poudre  and  made  l^e  presf  to  blowe 

And  in  his  worching*  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  dide  erst  and  al  nas  but*  a  lape 

Bight*  as  him  liste  ^e  presf  he  made  his  ape  1313 

And  afterward  in  to  ^  Ingof  he  it  caste 

And  in  ^e  panne  putte  if  atte  laste  /  ciMfiae^  bMk] 

Of*  water  and  in  he  puf  his  owne  hand 

And  in  his  sleeue  as  je  byfom  hand  1317 

herde  me  telle  he  hadde  a  silner  teyne 

he  slyly  took*  if  ouf  j^is  cursed  heyne 

Tnwetyng*  pia  presf  of  his  false  craff 

And  in  pe  pannes  botme  he  ha]>  if  laff  1321 

And  in  pe  water  romble]>  to  and  fro 

And  wonder  prjruyly  tok«  if  vp  also 
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]w  coper  teyne  nong&f  knowyng*  ^is  prest/ 

And  hidde  it^  and  hente  him  by  fe  breesf  1325 

And  to  him  spak*  and  fxiB  sayde  in  his  game 

Stowpe^  a  doon  by  god  je  ben  to  bhune 

helpe^  me  now  as  I  dide  30a  whiler 

Put*  in  ^onre  hand  and  loke]»  what  Ib  ^r  1329 

^18  prest^  tok*  vp  fia  siluer  teyne  anon 

And  ^anne  seyde  fe  chanon  let^  vs  gon 

Wi)i  ^ise  ^re  teynes  whiche  ^t^  we  hane  wrought 

To  som  goldsmith  and  wite  if^  it  be  oughts  1333 

ffor  by  my  fai^  I  nolde  for  myn  bond 

But*  if*  y&,  were  siluer  fyn  and  good 

And  ]Mtt^  as  swi j»e  proned  schal  it  be 

Ynto  ))e  goldsmith  wif  fiae  teynes  fre  1337 

^y  wente  and  putte  ^ise  teynes  in  assay 

To  fyr  and  hamer  mighf  no  man  say  nay 

But*  fej  were  as  hem  ou^te  for  to  be 

^is  sottide  presf  who  was  gladder  j^an  he  1341 

Was  neuer  bryd  gladder  a^eins  ^e  day 

Ne  nightyngale  in  pe  sesoii  of*  May 

Was  neaere  non  yaif  liste  better  to  synge 

Ne  lady  lustiere  in  Carolynge  /  1345 

And  for  to  speke  of  lone  and  wommanhede 

Ne  knighf  in  armes  don  an  hardy  dede 

To  stonden  in  grace  of*  his  lady  deere 

^an  hadde  fia  prest*  pia  craft*  to  lere  1349 

And  to  )>e  chanofi  ^us  he  spak  and  sayde 

ffor  pe  loue  of*  god  jMit*  for  ts  alk  deyde  /  [iMritt] 

And  as  I  may  deserae  It*  ynlo  30W 

What*  schal  fia  receyf  coste  telle|»  now  /  1353 

By  oure  lady  quod  pe  chanofi  it*  is  deere 

I  wame  30U  for  sane  I  and  a  frere  / 

In  Engelond  per  can  no  man  it  make 

Ko  fors  quod  he  now  sire  for  goddes  sake  1357 

What*  schal  I  paye  tel  me  I  jou  pray 

I-wys  quod  he  it/  is  fill  deere  I  say 
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Sire  at*  oo  word  if*  J»at*  ^e  list*  it  have  « 

^e  sclmlle  paje  fouity  pound  so  god  me  sane  1361 

And  ne  were  pe  fiendschipe  ^f  ^e  dide  er  ^is- 

To  me  je  scholde  paye  more  y-wys 

This  presf  |)e  somme  of*  .xL  pound  anon  • 

Of^  nobles  fette  and  took*  hern  eu^chon)  1365 

To  ^is  chanofi  for  ^is  ilke  receyt^ 

Al  his  worchinge  was  fraude  and  deceyl^ 

8ire  presto  he  seyde  I  kepe  for  to  haue  no  loos 

Of  my  craff  for  I  wolde  it  were  kept*  cloos  1369 

And  as  je  loue]i  me  kepe]»  it*  secre 

ffor  and  men  knewen  al  my  subtilte 

By  god  men  wolde  haue  so  gret*  envye 

To  me  by  cause  of  my  philosophie  1373 

I  scholde  be  deed  pet  were  non  ojier  weye 

God  if  forbede  quod  pe  preest*  what*  seye 

jef  hadde  I  leuer  spenden  al  pe  good 

Which  ))af  I  haue  and  elles  waxe  I  wood  1377 

y&n  ]»at*  je  schulde  falle  in  such  mescheef 

ffor  30ure  good  wil  sire  haue  30  rig&f  good  preef* 

Quo)»  ^e  chanofi  and  sire  wol  g^'ount  mercy 

he  wente  his  way  and  neuer  pe  presf  he  sey  1381 

After  jMif  day  and  whan  ^at  ))is  presf  scholde 

maken  assay  af  swich  tyme  as  he  wolde 

Of*  fis  receyf  far  wel  if  wolde  nof  be 

lo  pnB  byiaped  and  bygyled  was  he  1385 

p\i9  make])  he  his  introducciofi 

To  bringe  folk*  to  here  destmcciofl  wma  m,  b^k] 

Considere))  sires  how  )»af  in  eche  astate 

Bitwixe  men  and  gold  par  is  debate  1389 

So  fedoTp  ^af  vnne)»es  ^r  is  non 

This  multiply^ing*  blende]>  so  many  oon 

^af  in  good  Mp  I  trowe  ]Hif  if  be 

^e  cause  grettesf  of*  ^is  skarsete  1393 

This  philosophres  speken  so  mystily 

In  ^is  craff  )»if  men  can  nof  come  perhj 
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ffor  ony  witte  pa,t  men  ban  now  a  dajes 

yej  may  wel  chitre  and  langle  as  don  ^is  layea  1397 

And  in  here  termes  Bette  lustf'  and  peyne 

£uf  to  here  pt/rpos  schul  J>ey  neuer  atteyne 

A  man  may  lightllche  leme  if*  he  haj)  ought 

To  multiplye  and  brynge  his  good  to  noujfe*  1401 

lo  such  a  lucre  is  in  J}is  lusty  game 

A  mannes  merj»e  it  wol  torne  alle  to  grame 

And  empte  also  grete  and  heuye  purses 

And  make  folk*  to  purchacen  curses  1405 

Of*  hem  pat  han  perto  here  good  y-lent* 

O  fy  for  schame  Jey  Jjaf  haue  be  brent 

Alias  can  pej  nat*  fle  po  fyres  bete 

90  ])at*  if  Ysen  I  rede  ^e  it*  lete  1409 

lest*  30  lese  al  for  bet*  ]>an  neucr  is  late 

Neuer  to  pnue  were  to  longe  a  date 

])ough  30  prolle  ay  ^e  schuUe  it  neuer  fynde 

^e  ben  as  bolde  as  is  bayard  pe  blynde  1413 

^at*  blundreth  for}>  and  peril  caste])  he  non 

he  is  as  bold  to  renne  argayn  a  stoon 

As  for  to  go  bysydes  in  pe  weye 

So  fare  je  ))at<  multiplie  I  seye  1417 

If*  ]7at*  joure  yjen  may  not*  seen  aright 

lokej)  pa,i?  ^oure  mynd  lakke  nought*  his  sight 

ffor  ]>ough  30  loke  neuer  so  brode  and  stare  / 

^e  schuUe  naf  wynne  a  myte  in  ])at*  chaffare  1421 

But*  wasten  al  J^at*  )e  may  Rappe  and  renne 

WiJ^drawe  J>e  fir  lest*  it*  so  faste  brenne  [i»f  iwi 

Medlef  nomore  wi))  fat*  art*  I  mene 

ffor  if*  ^e  doon  ^our  frifb*  is  gon  ful  clone  /  1425 

And  right*  as  swithe  I  wol  jou  telle  heere 

What*  ])at*  pe  philosophres  sein  in  f  is  matere 

lo  j>u8  sei))  amold  of*  pe  newe  toun 

As  his  Kosarie  makej)  mencioun  1429 

he  Beip  right*  ]>us  wij^outen  eny  lye 

}»er  may  no  man  mercurie  mortifie 
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But*  it  if  be  wij>  hia  bro]>eTe8  knowleching* 

how  J^af  he  which  ])at  first*  seyde  fis  J^ing*/  1433 

Of*  Philosophies  fader  was  hermes  / 

he  saip  how  p&if  fe  dragofl  douteles 

Ne  djep  not*  hati*  if*  he  be  slayn 

Wip  his  bro])6r  and  J^af  is  for  to  sayn  1437 

By  pe  dragofl  mercurie  and  non  o^er 

he  vnderstood  ])af  bremston  were  his  bro^ 

Jat*  on  of*  Sol  and  luna  were  y-drawe 

And  l^erfore  sayde  he  tak*  heed  to  my  sawe  1441 

lat*  no  man  busye  him  f\s  art*  for  to  seche 

But*  he  ])at*  fe  entenciofi  and  fe  speche 

Of*  philosophies  vnderstonde  can 

And  if*  he  do  he  is  a  lewed  man  1445 

ffor  ^is  science  and  ])is  connyng*  quod  he  / 

Is  of*  ])e  se<cre  of*  Secrees  parde 

Also  )>er  was  a  disciple  of*  Plato 

That*  on  a  tyme  sayde  his  mayster  to  1449 

As  his  book*  Somer  wil  here  witnesse 

And  ])is  was  his  demaunde  in  so]>fa8tnesse 

ToUe  me  fe  name  of*  ]}e  piyuy  stoon 

And  plato  answerde  vnto  him  anon  1453 

Tak*  fe  stoon  ))at*  titanos  men  name 

Which  is  ])at*  quod  he  magnasia  pe  same  / 

Seyde  Plato  jee  Sire  and  is  it  fus        ^ 

This  is  ignotum  per  ignocius  1457 

What*  is  magnasia  goods  sire  I  pray 

It*  is  a  water  j)at*  is  maad  I  say  Ont  i9o,  back] 

Of*  elementes  fours  quod  Plato 

Tel  me  ^e  roche  goode  sire  quod  he  ]k)  1461 

Of*  ])at*  water  if*  it*  be  30ur  wille 

Nay  nay  quod  Plato  certeyn  J)at*  I  nylle. 

f  e  Philosophres  were  sworn  echon 

])at*  ])ey  scholde  discon^e  it  to  no  mon  1465 

Ne  in  no  book*  it*  write  in  no  maneie 

ffoi  Tnto  crist*  it*  is  so  leef*  and  deeie 
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fa,\f  he  wil  nat  ]Mif  ii^  diacouered  be 

But*  where  if  like])  to  his  deite  1469 

Man  to  enspiie  and  eek*  for  to  defende 

Whom  ^at*  him  like])  lo  )»is  is  ^  ende  / 

Thanne  conclude  I  ^us  8i]>ens  ))at*  god  of  heuene 

Ne  wole  nat  ^af  fe  Philosophies  neuene  1473 

how  ])af  a  man  schal  come  vnto  ^is  stoon 

I  rede  as  for  fe  beste  laf  if  goon 

ffor  who  so  maketh  god  his  adnersarie 

As  for  to  worche  eny  finff  in  contrarie  /  1477 

vnto  his  wille  certes  neuer  schal  he  fnue 

Jyough  ])af  he  multiplie  terme  of  his  lyue 

And  ]>ere  a  poynt  for  ended  is  my  tale 

God  sende  eu^y  trewe  man  boote  of  his  bale  amen     1481 
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Y  The  doctonr  of  phisik*  [<m  im^in,  back,} 

THer  was  as  telle^  ys  Titus  Ijueus 
A  knigl^f  ]>at*  cleped  was  vt/^gineus 
ffulfilled  of  honouies  and  worjnnesse 
And  strong^  of  frendcs  and  of  gref  richesse         4 
A  dongkter  he  hadde  by  his  wyf 
And  neuere  hadde  he  mo  in  all^  his  lyf 
ffair  was  ])is  mayde  in  excellenf  beaute 
Abouen  enerj  wighf  ^af  man  may  se  8 

ffor  nature  ha]y  with  souerein  diligence 
fformed  hire  in  so  gret*  excellence 
As  though  sche  wolde  say  lo  I  nature 
Thus  can  I  fonne  and  peinte  a  creature  12 

Whan  ]>at*  me  list*  who  can  me  countrefete  ci«Ji9i] 

Pigmalion  nou^t*  )>ough  he  alwey  forge  and  bete 
Or  graue  or  peynte  for  I  dar  wel  sayn 
Apollus  jephirus  schulde  worche  in  vayn  16 

To  graae  or  paynte  or  forge  or  bete 
^if  ])ey  presumede  me  for  to  countirfete 
ffor  he  ^at*  is  fe  formour  principal 

ha])  maad  me  his  viker  general  20 

To  forme  and  peynte  ech  erjely  creature 
Right*  as  me  lysf  for  al  ^ipg*  is  in  my  cure 
-vnder  |>e  moone  ]>af  may  wane  and  waxe 
And  for  my  werke  no  ^ing*  wol  I  axe  24 
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My  lord  and  I  ben  fully  af  acord 

I  made  hire  to  ye  woischip  of*  my  lord 

So  do  I  alld  myn  o]7ie  creatures 

Of*  what^  colour  |>ey  be  or  what*  figures  28 

Thus  eemef  me  ]»if  nature  wolde  say 

This  mayde  was  of  age  .xij.  3eer  and  tway 

In  which  ^af  nature  ha]?  such  delyf 

ffor  right*  as  sche  can  paynte  as  lily  whif  32 

And  rody  as  rose  rights  wip  such  peynture 

Sche  peynted  ha]>  pis  noble  creature  / 

Er  sche  was  bom  vppon  hire  lymes  fre 

Were  also  brighf  as  such  colours  scholde  bo  /  36 

And  PhebuB  dyed  h&p  his  tresses  grete 

like  to  pQ  stremes  of  his  boomyd  hete 

And  if>  ]7af  excellent^  was  hire  beaute 

A  ^ousend  fold  more  virtuous  was  sche  40 

In  hire  ne  lakke]?  no  condidofi 

^ai^  is  to  preise  as  by  discreciofi 

As  wel  in  body  as  gost*  chaste  was  sche 

fibr  which  sche  floured  in  yirginite  44 

Wi]»  alle  humilite  and  abstinence 

Wi])  alle  attemperance  and  pacience 

"Wip  mesure  eek*  and  beryng*  of*  array 

Discret*  sche  was  in  answering*  alway  48 

^ough  sche  were  wys  as  Pallas  dar  I  seyn  Dei'iM.tMck} 

hire  faucond  eek*  fnl  wommanly  and  pleyn 

None  counterfeted  termes  hadde  sche 

To  seme  wys  buf  after  hire  degre  52 

Sche  spak*  and  sMe  hire  wordes  more  and  lease 

Sownyng*  in  vertue  and  in  gentillesse 

Schamefasf  sche  was  in  maydcns  schamefastnesse 

Constant*  in  herte  and  euere  in  busynesse  56 

To  dryue  hire  oute  of^  hire  slogardye 

Bachus  hadde  of  hir  monp  no  maystrie 

ifor  will  and  fought*  doon  yenus  encrece 

As  men  in  fyr  wol  casten  oyle  or  grece  /  .         •    60 
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And  of*  hire  owne  vertue  constreyned 

Sche  ha]>  ful  ofbe  tyme  hire  seek*  feyned 

ffor  ]>af  sche  wolde  flee  ])e  companye  / 

Wher  likly  was  to  treten  of*  folye  64 

As  is  at*  festes .  Reueles .  and  at^  Daunces 

That*  ben  occasiofis  of  dalyaiinces 

Suche  ])inges  maken  children  for  to  be 

To  sone  rype  and  bolde  as  men  may  se  68 

Which  is  ful  perilous  and  ha])  ben  3ore 

ffor  al  to  sone  may  sche  lerne  lore  / 

Of*  boldenesse  whan  sche  is  a  w\jf 

And  je  maystresses  in  joure  olde  lyf*  72 

])at*  lordes  doughtres  han  in  gouemafice  / 

Ne  takep  of*  my  word  no  displesafice 

^inges  ]>af  ben  sette  in  gouernynges 

Of*  lordes  doughtres  only  for  tuo  ))inge8  76 

Ou^er  for  je  han  kept*  jour  honeste  / 

O^er  je  han  falle  in  frelete 

And  knowen  wel  ynough  ^e  olde  daunce 

And  konne  forsake  fully  meschaunce  80 

ffor  euermo  )>er-fore  for  cristes  sake  / 

kepejy  wel  po  ]>at*  je  vndertake 

A  |)eef*  of*  venysofi  ^at*  ha])  forlaft* 

his  likorousnesse  and  alia  his  theues  craft*  84 

Kan  kepe  a  forest*  best*  of*  ony  man  Dm^  m] 

Now  kepe))  hem  wel  for  and  je  wil  je  can 

loke^  wel  to  no  vice  ]?af  je  assente 

lest*  je  be  dampned  for  joure  yuel  entente  88 

ffor  who  so  do))  a  tretour  is  cei-tayn 

And  take^  heed  of*  ^af  ])at*  I  schal  sayn 

Of*  aUe  tresoun  suffireyn  pestilence 

Is  whan  a  wight*  betraye^  Innocence  92 

je  fadres  and  30  modres  eek*  also 

^ough  36  haue  children  be  it  oon  or  mo 

joure  is  ))e  charge  of*  alle  here  sufferance 

>Vhil  pey  ben  ynder  joure  gouernaflce  96 
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Bef  war  fat*  by  ensample  of  joure  lyuynge 

Owfer  by  necligence  in  chastyeynge 

fat*  fey  ne  perissche  I  dar  wel  seye 

If*  fat*  fey  dou  3e  schuUe  ful  sore  abeye  100 

vnder  a  scbepperde  softe  and  necligent 

f 0  wolf*  baf  many  a  scbeep  and  lanib  torcnf 

Sufficetb  oon  ensample  now  as  beere 

ffor  I  moot*  tome  ajen  to  my  mateeie  /  10-4 

Tbis  mayde  of*  wbicb  I  telle  my  tale  expresse  / 

Scbe  kepte  bir  self*  bir  needed  no  maistresse 

ffor  in  bire  lyuyng*  maydcns  migbte  rede  / 

As  in  a  book*  euery  good  word  and  dede  108 

fat*  longef  to  a  mayde  Yertuaua 

Scbe  was  so  prudent*  and  so  bountyuous 

ffor  wbicb  out*  sprong*  f e  fame  on  euery  syde 

Bofe  of*  bire  beaute  and  of*  bire  bounte  wydo  112 

fat*  f uig&  f e  lond  fey  preised  hire  ecbone 

Tbaf  loucde  vertu  sane  envye  alone 

fat*  sory  is  of*  of er  mennes  wele 

And  glad  is  of*  bis  sorAre  and  vnbelo  116 

Tbe  doctour  makef  f  is  discripciofi 

f  is  mayde  wente  on  a  day  in-to  f  e  toun 

Toward  f  e  temple  wif  bire  mooder  deere 

As  is  of*  3onge  maydens  fe  maneere  120 

Kow  was  f  er  a  lustice  in  f  e  toun  [iMf  im,  iwck] 

Tbat*  gouemour  was  of*  fat*  regiofi 

And  so  bifelle  f  is  luge  bis  yben  caste 

yppon  fis  mayde  bire  ful  faste  124 

As  scbe  cam  fortbby  f  er  f  e  luge  stood 

Anon  bis  berte  cbaungef  and  bis  mood 

So  was  be  caugbt*  wif  beaute  of*  fis  mayde  / 

And  to  bimself*  ful  priuely  be  sayde  /  1 28 

Tbis  mayde  scbol  be  my/i  for  ony  man 

Anon  f e  feend  in-to  bis  berte  ran 

And  taugbt*  bim  sodeynly  by  wbat*  sleig&te 

fe  mayde  to  bis  pur|K)s  wynne  be  migtito  132 
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ifor  certes  by  no  force  ne  by  no  meede 

Jiim  pought/  he  was  not*  nble  for  to  speede  / 

ffor  lie  was  strong*  of*  frecndes  and  eek*  sche 

Confermed  was  in  such  souereyn  beaute  13G 

^af  W(d  he  wiste  he  might*  hira  neuer  wynne 

As  for  to  make  hire  wi))  hire  body  synno 

ffor  which  wij)  gret*  deliberaciofi 

he  sente  after  a  clerk*  in- to  fe  touil  140 

The  which  he  knew  for  siibtil  and  for  bold 

This  luge  vnto  fiB  clerk*  his  tale  ha])  told 

In  secre  wise  and  made  him  to  assure  / 

he  scholde  telle  it*  to  no  creature  144 

And  if*  he  dide  he  scholde  leese  his  heed 

Whan  assented  was  ^is  cursed  reed 

Glad  was  ^e  luge  and  made  glad  chere  / 

And  3af*  him  ^iffces  precious  and  deere  /  143 

Whan  schapen  was  al  )}is  conspiracie 

ffrom  poynf  to  poyut*  how  ^at*  his  leccherie 

Parformed  schulde  be  ful  subtilly 

as  3e  schal  here  afbirward  openly  152 

bom  go])  })is  clerk*  ])af  highte  Claudius 

])is  false  luge  ^at*  highte  Apius 

So  was  his  name  for  it  is  no  fable  / 

But*  knowen  for  an  historial  ])ing*  notable  156 

The  sentence  of  it*  so])  is  out*  of*  doute  DaariM] 

^is  false  luge  go])  now  faste  aboute 

To  hasteh  his  dolyt*  al  ])at*  he  may 

And  so  bifellg  sone  after  on  a  day  160 

]}is  false  luge  as  telle])  vs  ^e  story 

As  he  was  woned  sat*  in  his  consistory 

And  3af|  his  domes  vpon  sondry  cas 

This  false  clerk*  cam  for])  a  wel  good  paas  164 

And  seyde  lord  if*  fat*  it*  be  jour  wille  / 

As  do^  me  right*  vpon  ])is  pitous  bille 

In  which  I  pleyne  vppon  yirginius 

And  if*  fat*  he  wol  seyn  if  is  not*  ])U8  ICS 
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I  wol  proue  if  and  fynde  good  witnesse 

That*  so])  is  jyaf  my  bille  wol  expresse 

ye  luge  answerde  of*  ])Lb  in  his  absence 

I  ma^  not*  ^iue  diffinitjf  sentence  1 1 2 

lef  don  him  calle  and  I  wol  gladly  heere 

Thou  schalf  haue  right  and  no  wrong  heere 

Yiiginius  cam  to  wite  ]>e  luges  wille 

And  righf  anon  was  lad  ^is  cursed  bille  /  176 

The  sentence  of  it*  was  as  ^e  schul  heere 

To  30U  my  lord  sire  Apius  so  deere 

Schewe])  30ure  pou^re  s^ruafit  Claudius 

how  j)at*  a  knighf  called  vtrginius  180 

A^ens  ye  lawe  ajeins  alle  equite 

holde])  expres  i^eins  ]>e  will  of<  me 

my  seruaunf  which  ^at  is  my  ])ral  by  right 

Which  &om  myn  hous  was  stolen  on  a  night  184 

Whils  sche  was  ful  jong*  I  wol  if  preue 

By  witnesse  lord  so  ^at*  ^e  30U  not*  greue 

Sche  is  nought*  his  doughter  what*  so  he  say 

Wherfore  my  lord  fe  luge  to  30U  I  p7*ay  188 

jelde  me  my  ^ralle  if*  ]>at*  if  be  ^our  wille 

lo  j>is  was  al  pe  sentence  of*  ]>e  bille 

Virgineus  gan  ypon  pe  clerk*  biholde 

Buf  hastily  er  he  his  tale  tolde  /  192 

he  wolde  haue  defended  if  as  scholde  a  knight    [iMt  its,  iwek] 

And  by  witnesse  of*  many  a  trewe  wight 

Thaf  al  was  fals  ^at  seyde  his  aduersarie 

This  cursed  luge  wolde  no  longer  tarie  /  196 

Ne  here  a  word  more  of*  virgineus 

Buf  jaf  his  luggement  and  seyde  )>U6 

I  dome  anon  piB  clerk*  his  Bematmt  haue 

^u  schalf  no  longer  in  ^in  hous  hire  saue  ^00 

Go  bring*  hire  forth  and  puf  hire  in  oure  warde 

fia  clerk*  schal  haue  his  |)ral  ^us  I  awarde  / 

And  whan  |>is  wor])i  knighf  ytVgineus  / 

^ufgh  pe  assenf  of*  pe  luge  apius  204 
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Moste  by  force  liis  deere  doughter  ^yuen 

ynto  pe  luge  in  lecchorie  to  lyuen 

he  goJ>  him  honi)  and  sette  him  in  his  haUe 

And  leet*  anon  his  deeie  doubter  calle  /  208 

And  with  a  face  deed  as  ayssches  colde 

yppon  hire  humble  face  he  gan  biholde 

Wi])  fadres  pite  stiking*  |>orugh  his  herte 

Al  wolde  he  not*  from  his  purpos  conuerte  212 

Doughter  quod  he  virginea  by  py  name 

]>er  ben  tuo  weyes  o])er  de])  or  schame 

That*  ]>ou  mosf  sufi&e  alias  ^af  I  was  bore 

fifor  neuer  )»ou  des^ruedest*  wherfore  216 

To  deyen  with  a  swerd  or  wij  a  knyf* 

0  deere  doughter  endere  of*  my  lijf* 

Which  I  haue  fostred  yp  wi^  such  plesaunce 

]>af  pou  ne  were  out*  of<  my  remembrance  /  220 

0  doughter  which  paf  art*  my  laste  wo  / 

And  in  my  lijf*  my  laste  ioye  also 

0  gemme  of*  chastite  in  paciencc 

Tak*  ^u  pi  dep  for  ^is  is  my  sentence  /  224 

ffor  loue  and  nat/  for  hate  ]>ou  most*  be  deed 

My  pitous  bond  moot*  smyten  of*  ))in  heed 

Alias  ]>at*  euer  Apius  pe  say 

pMB  haj)  he  falsly  iugged  pe  to  day  228 

And  tolde  hire  al  )>e  cas  as  30  bifore  Li^f  im} 

han  herd  it*  nede}>  not*  to  telle  it  more 

Mercy  deere  fader  quod  fis  mayde 

And  wi])  ]>af  word  sche  bo]>e  hire  armes  layde  232 

Aboute  his  necke  as  sche  was  woned  to  do 

^e  teeres  barsten  out*  of*  hire  eyen  tuo 

And  sayde  goode  fader  schal  I  dye 

Is  ^er  no  grace  is  pet  no  remedye  236 

Ko  certes  deere  doubter  mjn  quod  he  ' 

pBjme  ^if*  me  lete  fader  myn  quod  sche 

My  de)»  to  compleigne  a  Utel  space 

ffor  pa7'de  leffa  ^af*  his  dou3ter  grace  240 
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ffor  to  compleyne  ar  he  hir  slough  alias 

And  god  if  wot*  no])iiig*  was  hire  trespas 

But*  ]iat*  sche  ran  hire  fader  firsf  to  see 

To  welcome  him  Ynp  gref  solempnite  244 

And  wi]>  ^at*  word  sche  felle  on  swown  anoii) 

And  after  whan  hir  swownyng<  was  agon 

Sche  rise))  yp  and  to  hire  fader  sayde  / 

Blessed  he  god  ^f  I  schal  deye  a  mayde  248 

y.f*  me  my  deth  er  ]>af  I  haue  a  schame 

Do]>  wi]}  )our  child  ^our  wil  a  goddes  name 

And  wi)y  p&V  word  sche  prayej»  him  ful  ofbe 

^af  wi]>  his  swerd  he  schulde  hir  smyte  softe        *        252 

And  wi^  )»at*  word  on  swoone  donn  sche  fel 

hir  fjEuler  ynp  ful  sorweful  herte  and  fel 

hire  heed  of*  smoof  and  hy  ]7e  top  it*  hente 

And  to  ^e  luge  he  jaf  if  to  presente  256 

As  he  saf  in  his  doom  in  consistory 

Whan  )>e  luge  if  say  as  sai])  ye  story 

He  had  take  him  and  honge  him  also  faste 

Buf  right  anon  al  ^e  poeple  in  J^raste  260 

To  saue  fe  knight  for  rouj^e  and  for  pite 

ffor  knowen  was  J^e  fooles  Iniquite 

The  poeple  anon  hadde  suspecte  in  y\s  ^ing* 

By  maner  of  ]»is  clerkes  chalangyng*  204 

Thaf  if  was  hy  ^assenf  of*  Apius  n««f  im.  bvk] 

They  wisten  wel  ^af  he  was  lecchorous 

ffor  which  vnto  ^is  Apius  )>ey  gon 

And  casten  him  in  prisofl  righf  anon  268 

_  ■ 

Wher  as  he  slough  himself*  and  Claudius 

^f  seruanf  was  vnto  ]>is  Apius 

Was  demed  for  to  honge  vpon  a  tre 

But/  yirgineus  of*  his  grete  pite  272 

Prayde  for  him  )»af  he  was  exiled 

And  elles  certes  he  hadde  he  hygyled 

The  remenanf  were  honged  more  &  lease 

^af  consented  were  to  his  cursednesse  276 
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Here  may  men  se  how  synne  h&p  his  meryt  / 

Be  war  for  noman  wof  how  god  wol  smyf 

In  no  degiB  ne  in  which  maner  wise 

The  worm  ofi  conscience  wol  arise  280 

Of'  wicked  lyf*  ])ough  it*  so  preuy  be 

)>at*  noman  woof  of*  if  huf  god  and  he 

Whe)>er  he  be  lewed  man  or  lered 

he  nof  how  soone  ])af  he  may  ben  afeered  284 

)>er-fore  I  rede  30U  )>is  counseil  take 

fforsake))  synne  er  synne  30U  forsake 
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iMlM^lM^tatfi] 


Owre  oobV  gan  for  to  swere  as  he  were  wood 
barrow  quod  he  by  nayles  and  by  blood 
This  was  a  cursed  peef*  a  fals  lustise 
As  schamful  de]y  as  herte  can  deuyse 
So  falle  ypon  his  body  and  Ids  bones 
ye  deuyl  I  bekenne  him  al  at  ones 
Alias  to  deere  boughte  sche  hire  beaute 
Wherfore  I  say  ^af  all6  men  may  se 
Thaf  ^iftcs  of*  fortune  or  of*  nature 
Bep  cause  of*  dep  of  many  a  creature 
hire  beaute  was  hire  de^  I  dar  wel  sayn 
AUas  so  pitously  as  sche  was  slayn 
Buf  her  of*  wil  I  not*  precede  as  now 
Men  haue  ful  often  more  harm  paa  prow 
But*  trewely  myn  owne  mayst^  deere 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  heere 
But*  na]>e]e8  passe  ouer  is  no  fors 
I  pray  to  god  so  saue  })in  gentil  cors 
And  ])in  vrynals  and  pia  lurdanes 
Thyn  ypocras  and  fin  Galianes 
And  euery  box  ful  of*  fin  letuarie 
God  blesse  hem  and  oure  lady  seinte  marie 
So  mote  I  pe  )>ou  art*  a  propre  man 
And  ylike  a  prelat*  by  seint  Eunyan 
Sayde  I  nou^f  wel  can  I  nou^t*  speke  in  terme 
But*  wel  I  woof  j>ou  dost*  myw  herte  to  erme 
That*  I  almost*  haue  caught  a  Cardyacle  / 
By  Corpus  bones  but*  if*  I  haue  triacle 
Ojjer  elles  a  draught*  of*  moyste  and  corny  ale  / 
Or  but*  I  heere  anoon  a  merye  tale  / 
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Myn  herte  is  losf  for  pite  of*  pis  mayde 
poM  belamy  lo&n  Pardoner  he  sayde 


•^  es  right  anon 

»<  eint  Runyon                    320 

1  re  at*  piB  ale  stake 
n«  nke  and  eten  of*  a  Cake 

^^  Jise  gentils  hygonne  to  erye 

2  lie  V8  of*  no  ryhaudye  324 
^  ortal  f ing*  fat*  we  may  leere 

;j*^  {>eime  wol  we  gladly  heere 

•^  wys  quod  he  but  I  moot  f  ynke 

(^  honest*  {>ing*  whil  )>at*  I  drinke                328 
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^bygynneji  fe  Pardoneres  tale  folwynge 

C"  xvj? 

LOrdynges  quod  he  in  chirches  whan  I  preche 
I  peyne  me  to  haue  an  hanteyn  speche 
I  ryng*  if  out*  as  round  as  goj)  a  belle 
ffor  I  can  al  by  rote  faf  I  telle  332 

My  teeme  is  alway  oon  and  euer  was 
1  malorw w  esf  Cupiditas  C  «7iiJf*iJ^j  ** 

•  whennes  Jaf  I  come 
A  ]>enne  my  buUes  schewe  I  alle  and  some  neiiri»,i»ci(i 

Oure  liege  lordes  seal  is  my  patent 
|)af  schewe  I  first*  my  body  to  warant 
That*  no  man  be  so  bolde  ne  presf  ne  clerk* 
me  to  destourbe  of*  cristes  holy  werk*  340 

And  after  ))at*  telle  I  for])  my  tales 
BuUes  of*  Popes  and  of*  Cardinales 
Of  Patriarkes  and  bisschoppes  I  schewe 
And  in  latyn  I  speke  wordes  a  fewe  344 

To  saffran  wi))  my  predicaciofi 
And  for  to  stere  men  to  deuoicofl 
]>anne  schewe  I  for^  my  lange  cristal  stones 
I-crammed  ful  of*  cloutes  and  of*  bones  348 

Relikes  )>ey  ben  as  wenen  ^ey  echone 
J>an  haue  I  in  latoun  a  schulder  bone 
Which  fat*  was  of*  an  holy  iewes  scheep 
Goode  men  say  I  take)?  of  my  wordes  keep  352 

If*  ))at*  f  is  bon  be  waisshe  in  any  welle 
If*  kow  or  calf*  scheep  or  oxe  swelle 
That*  eny  worme  haf  y-bite  or  stronge 
Touche  he  pis  boon  anon  he  schal  be  sounde  356 
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And  3it;'  also  I  seye  for|)6nnore 

Of*  pokke^  of*  scabbes  and  of*  euery  sore 

Schal  eoery  scheep  bo  bool  ])af  of*  ])i8  welle 

Drinke])  a  draug&f  and  take  keep  what  I  telle  360 

Wole  euery  wigfit*  er  |»t*  fe  cot  him  crowe^ 

And  do  ]>ing*  ))at<  him  owe)» 

ffastynge  drinke  of*  ^is  welle  a  draught 

As  J>ilke  holy  iewe  oure  eldre  ous  taught  364 

his  bestes  and  his  store  schal  multiplye 

And  sires  also  it*  hele])  lelousie 

And  ^ey  a  man  be  falle  in  gelouse  rage 

Let*  make  wi^  ))is  water  his  potage  368 

And  neuer  schal  he  more  his  w\jf'  mystreste 

pey  he  in  so^e  a  defaute  by  hire  wiste 

Al  had  sche  taken  prestes  tuo  or  ])re 

heer  is  a  myteyn  eek*  as  ^e  may  see  Dm^  im]  372 

he  ]>af  his  bond  wol  putte  in  ))at*  mytcyne 

he  schal  haue  multiplyyng*  of  his  greyne 

When  he  ha]y  sowen  be  it  whete  or  ootes 

So  ]yaf  of*  pens  oper  elles  of*  grootes  376 

And  men  and  wommen  o  piaff  wame  I  30U 

If*  any  wight*  be  in  pia  chirche  now 

That*  hsLp  don  synne  orrible  ^at*  he 

Dar  nought*  for  schame  schriuen  be  380 

Or  eny  womman  be  sche  jong*  or  old 

^at*  hsLp  y-maad  hire  housbonde  kokewold 

Such  folk*  schuln  haue  no  power  ne  grace 

To  ofifre  to  my  relikes  in  ^is  place  384 

And  who  so  fynde)>  him  out  of*  such  blame 

|>ey  wole  come  vp  and  offrc  in  goddes  name 

And  I  assoile  him  by  ^e  auctorite 

"Which  fat*  by  bulle  was  y-graunted  me  388 

By  f is  gande  haue  I  wonne  euerj  jere 

An  hundred  mark*  serenes  I  was  pa7^onere 

I  stando  lik*  a  clerk*  in  many  a  pulpette 

And  schewe  lewed  poeple  and  doun  ^y  sette  392 
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I  preche  so  as  je  haue  herd  byfore 

And  telle  an  hundred  lapes  more  / 

^enne  peyne  I  me  to  strecche  iorp  my  nekke 

And  Est*  and  wesf  ypon  pe  poeple  I  bekke  396 

As  do]»  a  dowf e  sittyng*  vpan  a  heme 

mjn  handes  and  my  tonge  gon  so  jerne 

^at*  is  if  ioye  to  se  my  buaynea 

Of  auarice  and  such  o^  cursednes  400 

Is  al  my  prechinge  to  make  hem  fre 

To  jiue  here  pans  and  namely  mto  me 

ffor  myn  entenf  is  non^f  but*  for  to  wynne 

And  no])ing<  for  correccio&  of  synne  404 

I  rekke  nener  whan  Jiaf  ^ey  ben  beried 

]K)ugh  ^at*  here  sonles  gon  a  blake  beryed 

ffor  certes  many  a  predicaciofl 

Sowne))  ofte  tyme  of  yuel  intencioil       cieaf  im,  bw*]        408 

Somme  for  plesaunce  of  folk'  and  for  flaterie 

To  ben  auaunced  by  ypocresye 

And  somme  for  veynglorie  and  somme  for  hate  / 

ffor  whan  I  dar  noa3t<  oj^erwise  debate  il2 

])anne  wil  I  stynge  hem  with  my  tonge  smerte 

In  preching*  so  ])at*  ]>ei  schal  noujf  asterte 

To  be  diffamed  falsly  if  ))at  he 

h&p  trespassed  to  my  bre]?eren  o^er  to  me  416 

ffor  jyough  I  telle  nonjf  his  propre  name 

Men  schal  wel  knowe  ]>at*  if  is  ^e  same 

By  symony  and  by  o^er  circumstaunces 

^us  quyte  I  folk*  ^af  do^  ys  displesaunces  420 

Jus  spitte  I  out  my  venym  vnder  hewe 

Of  holynesse  to  seme  holy  and  trewe 

Buf  schortly  mjn  en  tent  I  wil  deuyse 

I  preche  of  no  ]>ing*  buf  of  coueytise  424 

l^erfore  my  teeme  is  3if  and  euer  was 

Radix  malorum  esf  cupiditas  / 

Thus  gan  I  preche  a^eins  pe  same  vice 

Such  )»af  I  Yse  and  })af  is  auarice  428 
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That*  f ough  I  my  self*  be  gulty  in  ^at*  synne 

jif  kan  I  make  o])er  folk*  for  to  wynne 

f&om  auarice  and  sore  to  repente 

But*  faf  nys  nougfit  my  principal  entente  432 

I  preche  no  J>ing*  but*  for  coueityse 

Of*  )>i8  matiere  I  ought*  ynough  suffise 

)>enne  telle  I  of*  ensamples  many  on 

Of*  olde  stories  longe  tyme  agon  436 

ffor  lowed  poeple  louen  tales  olde 

Whiche  ^inges  can  ^ey  wel  reporte  and  holde 

What  trowe  ^e  whiles  )>af  I  may  precho 

And  Wynne  gold  and  siluer  for  I  teche  440 

That*  I  wol  lyue  in  pouerf  wilfully 

Nay  nay  I  fought*  if  neuer  trewely 

ffor  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry  landes 

ffor  I  wole  do  no  labour  wi]>  my»  handes      [iMf  ivn       444 

And  make  basketes  and  lyue  perby 

By  cause  I  wol  not*  beggen  ydelly 

I  wole  none  of*  pe  aposteles  countrefete 

I  wole  haue  money  chese  and  whete  '  448 

Al  were  if  ^euen  of*  )>e  poresf  page 

Ofer  of*  f e  poresf  wydewe  in  a  village 

Al  scholde  here  children  sterue  for  famyne 

Nay  I  wol  drynke  pe  likour  of*  ^e  vyne  453; 

And  haue  a  loly  wenche  in  eue/y  toun 

Buf  herknejy  lordynges  in  conclusiofk 

joure  liking*  is  |)af  I  schal  telle  a  tale 

Now  I  haue  drunke  a  draughf  of*  corny  ale  456 

By  god  I  hope  I  schal  telle  30U  a  )>ing* 

))af  schal  by  resoun  ben  af  ^our  liking* 

ffor  ^ough  my  selue  be  a  vicious  man 

A  more-iUe  tale  ^if  I  30U  telle  can  460 

Which  I  am  wonf  to  preche  for  to  wynne 

Kow  holde  ^oure  pees  my  tale  I  wol  begynne 
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IN  fflaundres  whilom  was  a  companye  / 
Of  30]ig«  folk<  ]>at<  haunteden  folye  464 

As  Byot*  hasaid  stewes  and  tauemes 
*  Where  as  whyf  harpes  lutes  and  gytemes^    ^*~^  iawi!]^*'^** 
They  daunce  and  pleye  at  dyse  bofe  day  and  night* 
And  eeten  also  and  drunken  ouer  al  here  might*  468 

))orugh  which  ]>ey  doon  ]>e  deueles  sacrifise 
WiJ^inne  ))e  deueles  temple  in  cursed  wyse 
fe  Superflues  abhominahle 

here  opes  ben  so  grete  and  dampna[b]le  /  472 

]»at*  if  is  grisly  for  to  here  hem  swere 
Oure  blessed  lordes  body  they  to-teie 
hem  )>oughte  lewes  rent/  him  nought  ynough 
And  ilke  of*  hem  at*  oj^er  synnes  lowh  476 

And  right*  anon  penne  come  tomblisteres 
ffetys  and  smal  3ong*  fruytesteres  / 
Syngers  with  harpes  bawdes  wafereres 
Suche  ben  verray  ]>e  deueles  officers       [iMf  197,  back]         48Q 
To  kyndle  and  blowe  fe  fyr  of*  leccherie  / 
That*  is  annexed  to  glotonye  / 

The  holy  writ*  take  I  to  witnesse  /  %  Nout«  ioebritfi  rino  u 

That*  leccherie  is  in  wyn  and  drunkenesse    %  quo  e«<  iinnuia 
Lo  how  J)af  drunken  loth  vnkyndely  485 

lay  by  his  doughtres  tuo  vnwetyngly 
So  drunke  he  was  he  nyste  what*  he  ivroughf 
And  |)erfore  sore  repente  him  oughte         irpmrknu}         4876 
heroudes  who  so  wole  ]>e  stories  seche  488 

]>er  may  ^e  leme  and  by  ensatnple  teche      itpHHoiui       4886 
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Whan  lie  of*  wyn  was  replef  af  his  feste  489 

Bighf  af  his  owen  table  ^af*  his  heste 

To  slen  ^  Baptist*  lohan  ful  galteles 

Senek*  sai]>  eek*  goods  woides  douteles  492 

he  sei]y  he  can  no  difference  fynde 

Bitwix  a  man  |}at/  is  out  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  )»at*  is  drankelewe 

But*  ^at*  wodnesse  is  faUen  in  a  schrewe  496 

Perseuere])  lenger  ]>an  do])  dronkenes 

0  glotenye  fill  of*  cuisednes 

0  cause  feisf  of*  oure  confusiofk 

0  original  of*  oure  dampnaciofi  500 

Til  crisf  hadde  brought*  out*  vrip  his  blood  agayn 

lo  how  deere  and  schortly  was  to  sayn 

Aboute  was  fe  cursed  vilanye  / 

Gorrupte  was  al  ]>is  world  J^urgh  glotenye  504 

Adam  oure  fader  and  his  wyf*  also    ^^;;^^lg^^^^^^S^ 

flfro  paradys  to  labour  and  to  wo  SSJi^^dSTlSo^'***^  "^ 

Were  dryuen  for  fat*  vice  it*  nys  no  drede 

ffor  whiles  ^af  adam  fasted  as  I  rede  508 

He  was  in  paradys  and  whan  ]>af  he  / 

£te  of*  ye  fruyte  defended  on  a  tre 

Anon  he  was  out*  cast*  to  woo  and  pleyne 

O  glotonye  on  ^e  wel  oughte  ous  pleigne  512 

O  wiste  a  man  how  many  maladyes 

ffolwe])  of*  excesse  and  of*  glotenyes  QMf  ise] 

he  schulde  be  ]>e  more  mesurable 

Of*  his  diete  sittyng*  at*  \>e  table  516 

Alias  )>e  schorte  ^rote  fe  tendre  mou]y 

Make])  ^f  Est*  and  West*  north  and  sou]) 

In  er])e  in  aier  in  water  men  to  swynke  / 

To  gete  a  glotoun  mete  and  drynke  520 

Of*  ])is  matiere  o  poule  wel  canst*  ^ou  entrete 

Mete  vnto  wombe  and  wombe  eek*  vnto  mete 

Schal  god  discryuen  bo])e  as  poule  sai^ 

Alias  a  foul  ])ing*  is  it*  by  my  fai>  /  524 
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To  say  fis  word  and  fouler  is  >e  dede  5]^rt2,l"hiLS*SS^ 

Wlien  men  so  drynkef  of*  J>e  white  and  Jje  rede  / 

)»at*  of  his  ]»rote  he  make^  his  pryue 

]?argh  ^ilke  cuised  saperfiuite  528 

The  apostel  wepyng*  saij)  fol  pitously 

Ther  walken  many  of*  which  jou  told  hane  I 

I  say  it  now  wepyng*  wij  pitons  voys 

Ther  ben  enemys  of  cristes  croys  532 

Of*  which  fe  ende  is  def  ]»e  wombe  is  here  god 

0  wombe  o  holy  o  stynkynge  kod 

ffuMlde  of  donge  and  of*  corupciofi 

At*  ey^er  ende  of>  fe  foule  is  pe  soun  536 

How  gret*  cosf  and  labour  is  to  fynde 

Jrise  cookes  how  )>ey  scampe  and  streyne  and  giynde  / 

And  tnmen  substaunce  in-to  accident 

To  fulfille  al  >y  likerous  talent*  540 

Oaf  of  ^e  harde  bones  knokken  fa.j 

fQ  mary  for  ]>ay  caste  noughf  away 

J>af  may  go  ])urgh  pe  golef  softe  and  swoote 

Of  spicerie  of  leues  bark*  and  roote  544 

Schal  ben  his  sause  y-maad  by  delyte 

To  make  him  ^if  a  newer  appetite 

But*  certes  he  ^af  haunte])  suche  delices 

Is  deed  whiles  ))at<  he  lyaep  in  fe  vices  548 

A  leccherous  fmg  is  wyn  and  drunkenes  / 

Is  fid  of  stryuyngi  and  of  wrecchednes  Deaf  iss,  i»ek] 

O  dranken  man  disfigured  is  pi  face 

ffoul  is  J^i  bre))  foul  arf  ^ou  to  embrace  552 

And  ))urgh  pin  drunken  nose  seme^  ^i  soun 

As  ^ough  ]k)U  seydest*  ay  Sampsoil  Sampsofi 

And  ^it*  god  woof  Sampson  drank*  neuer  no  wyn 

Thow  fallesf  as  if  were  a  stiked  swyn  556 

Thyn  tunge  is  losf  and  alle  ]>in  honeste  cures 

ffor  drunkenes  is  verray  sepultures 

Of  mannes  vdif  and  his  discrcciofi 

In  irhom  ])af  drynke  h&p  dominaciofi  560 
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He  can  no  counseil  kepe  it*  is  no  drede 

Kow  kepe  30U  fro  ^e  white  and  fro  ])e  rede 

Namly  fro  pe  white  wyn  of*  lepe 

]»t*  is  to  selle  in  ffischstret*  or  in  Chepe  /  564 

This  wyn  of*  Spayne  crepef  subtilly 

In  oJ>er  wynes  growyng*  faste  by 

Of*  which  f&r  Tjeep  such  fmnosite 

))at*  whan  a  man  ha])  drunken  draughtes  pre  /  568 

And  wenep  pat*  he  be  af  home  in  chepe 

he  is  in  spayne  right*  at*  pe  toune  of*  lepe 

Nought*  at*  pe  Bochel  ne  at*  Burdeux  toun 

And  penne  wolen  pey  sayn  Sampsoun  Sampsoun  572 

But*  herknep  lordinges  o  word  I  30U  prey 

That*  all  pe  souerein  actes  dar  I  say 

Oi^  victories  in  pe  olde  testament* 

pat*  purgh  verray  god  pat*  is  omnipotent*  576 

Were  don  in  abstinence  and  in  prayere 

lokep  pe  bible  and  pere  je  may  it  leere 

lokep  attyla  pe  grete  conquerour 

Deyed  in  his  sleepe  wip  schame  and  dishonour  580 

Blcd^^ng*  ay  at*  his  nose  in  drunkenes 

A  Capitayne  schulde  lyue  in  sobemes  / 

And  ouer  al  pis  avise  30U  right*  wel 

What*  was  comaunded  mto  lamuel  584 

Nought*  Samuel  but  lamuel  say  I  / 

liedep  pe  bible  and  fyndep  it*  expressely  [leaf  iwj 

Of*  wyn  3euynge  to  hem  paf  han  iustice 

Nomore  of*  pis  for  if  may  wel  suffice  588 

ANd  now  pat*  I  haue  spoke  of*  glotonye 
Now  wole  I  defende  30U  hasardye 
hasard  is  verray  mooder  of  lesynges 
And  of*  disceipt*  cursed  forswerynges  592 

Blaspheme  of  crist*  and  mansleynges  also 
Of*  batayle  of*  tyme  and  of*  oper  mo 
It*  is  repreff*  and  contrarie  to  honour 
ffor  to  be  holde  a  comune  hasardour  596 
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And  euer  ))e  hyer  he  is  of*  astate 

fe  more  he  is  y-halden  desolate 

If<  ])af  a  prince  vse  hasardiye 

In  alia  gonemaunce  and  alle  polesye  600 

he  is  as  by  comun  opynyoil 

y-halde  pQ  lasse  in  leputacion 

[Stilbon  that*  was  holde .  a  wise  ambassatour 

Was  sent*  in-to  Coiynthy .  wilfi  ful  grete  honour]  SSFjai^  ''' 

i&o  Calydonye  to  maken  him  alleaunce 

And  whan  he  cam  him  happede  fia  chaunce 

^af  aJle  fe  grettesf  )>af  were  of*  )>is  lande 

Pleying*  at*  ])e  hasaid  he  hem  fieinde  608 

ffor  which  as  sone  as  ]7af  mighte  be 

he  stal  him  home  i^ein  to  his  cuntro 

And  sayde  per  I  wol  nought  lese  my  name 

I  ne  wol  nought*  take  on  me  so  gret*  diffame  612 

30U  to  alleye  to  none  hasaidoures 

Sende])  o)>erwise  embassetoores 

ffor  by  my  trou]>e  me  were  leuer  deye  / 

])an  I  to  30U  schulde  hasaidoures  alleye  /  616 

ffor  ^e  ^at*  ben  so  glorious  in  honoures 

Schal  noujf  aleye  30U  wip  hasaidoures 

As  by  my  wille  ne  as  by  my  trete 

piB  wise  Philosophre  sayde  to  me  620 

loke  ]k>u  Yse  no  pley  of*  dees  in  pin  hous 

loke  eek*  p&if  to  pe  king*  Demetnis 

Sente  him  a  payre  of*  dees  of*  gold  in  scorn 

ffor  he  hadde  vsed  hasardye  per  byforn      [toan99,  bock]     624 

ffor  which  he  helde  his  glorie  and  his  renoun 

At*  no  value  of*  reputacioun 

loides  mighten  fynden  opei-  maner  pley 

honeste  ynough  to  dryue  pe  day  awey  628 

NOw  wol  I  speke  of*  ofes  false  and  grete 
A  word  or  tuo  as  oj^er  bookes  entrete 
Gref  sweryng*  is  a  J>ing*  abhominable 
And  fals  swerynge  is  more  reprouable  632 
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fe  hihe  god  forbad  sweryng*  at*  al 
Witnesse  at*  Matthew  but*  in  special 
Of*  sweryng*  saij>  f e  holy  leromie 

^ou  schalt*  swere  so])  ^in  o^es  and  nought^  lye  /  636 

And  swere  in  doome  and  eek*  in  rightwisnesse 
Biif  ydel  sweryng^  is  a  cursednesse 
Bihold  and  see  ]>af  in  ^e  ferste  table  / 
Of*  heyhe  goddes  hestes  honurable  /  640 

how  J)at*  ]>e  secounde  heste  of*  him  is  pia  / 
Take  nought*  my  name  in  ydelnesse  amys  / 
lo  ra])er  he  forbede]>  such  sweryng* 

Or  Omycyde  or  eny  o^er  cursed  ping*  644 

I  say  as  by  ordre  ])us  it*  stande)> 
This  knowe))  ]>at*  his  hestes  vnderstande]) 
how  pBif  pe  secounde  heste  of*  god  is  ])at* 
And  for))ermore  I  wol  |>e  telle  al  plat*  648 

-J^at*  vengeaunte  schal  nou^t*  parte  fro  his  houa 
))af  of*  his  othis  is  so  outrageous 
By  goddes  precious  herte  and  his  nayles 
And  by  his  blood  p&V  is  in  hayles  652 

Seuen  is  my  chaunce  and  |)in  is  fyue  and  pre  / 
By  goddes  armes  if*  ^ou  falsly  pleye  me 
]>is  dagger  schal  )>ui^h  ^in  herte  go 

pia  fruyt*  come])  of*  ]).e  bicched  bones  tuo  656 

frorswer3'ng*  Ire  falsnes  homicyde 
Now  for  pe  loue  of*  crist*  fat*  for  vs  dyde 
leuef  ^oure  ofes  bo])e  grete  and  smale 
ffor  cristes  sake  and  herkne  to  my  tale         {i«af  soo]        660 
))ise  ryetoures  fre  of  which  I  telle 
longe  er  pryme  ronge  eny  belle 
Were  sette  hem  in  a  taueme  for  to  drynke  / 
And  as  fey  sate  ))ey  herde  a  belle  clynke  /  664 

Byfom  a  corps  was  caryed  to  his  graue 
faf  oon  of*  hem  gan  calle  to  his  knaue  / 
Go  bet*  quo])  he  and  axe  redyly 
What*  corps  is  fis  ^at*  passe])  faste  by  /  668 
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And  loke  |yaf  ^ou  reporte  his  name  wd 

Sire  quod  fia  boye  if  nede]>  neuer  a  del 

If  was  me  told  er  je  came  here  to  oures 

He  was  parde  an  old  felawe  of*  ^oures  672 

Al  sodeynly  was  he  slayn  to  night  / 

£for-drunke  as  he  sate  vp  his  benche  vprighf 

Ther  came  a  pryue  Jieef*  men  cleped  def 

])af  in  his  cuntre  al  pe  poeple  sle^  676 

And  with  his  spere  he  smof  his  herte  a  tuo 

to 

And  wenf  his  way  wi]>outen  wordes  mo 

And  muistcr  er  ^e  come  in  his  presence  /  680 

he  h&p  a  |>ou8end  slain  pia  pestilence  /  679 

Me  ]>inke]7  if  were  necessarie  / 

£for  to  be  war  of*  such  an  aduersarie  / 

Be]>  redy  for  to  mete  him  euermore  / 

]>us  taughte  me  my  dame  I  say  no  more  /  684 

By  seinte  mary  seyde  pia  tauemere 

pe  child  B&ip  so|>  for  he  ha])  slayn  to  3ere 

Hens  ouer  a  myle  wij^inne  a  gref  village 

Bo]>e  man  and  womman  child  and  page  688 

I  trowe  his  habitaciofi  be  ]>ere  / 

To  ben  auysed  gref  wisedom  it  were  / 

Er  ))af  he  dede  a  man  dishonour 

3e  goddes  armes  quod  piB  ryetour  692 

Is  it/  such  p^ril  vrip  him  for  to  mete 

I  schal  him  seeke  by  wey  and  eek*  by  strete 

I  make  avow  to  goddes  digne  bones 

Herkne  felawes  we.  pre  ben  alle  ones        Dm  mo,  i»ck]       696 

lef  eche  of*  Vs  halde  vp  his  hand  to  oper 

And  eche  of  vs  bycome  of^eres  hroper 

And  we  woln  slee  ]>is  false  traytour  de]) 

He  schal  be  slayn  he  ])af  so  many  sle])  700 

By  goddes  dignite  er  if  be  nighf 

To-gidre  haue  ^ese  pre  here  hertes  hight 

To  lyue  and  deye  ilk*  of  hem  to  o)>er 

As  )K)ugh  he  were  his  owen  sworne  bro])«r  704 
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And  yp  ))ey  steite  al  drunken  in  ^Is  rage 

And  for^  ]>ey  gon  toward  J^af  village 

Ofi  which  ])e  tauemer  ha))  spoke  byfom 

And  many  a  grisly  op  penne  haue  pay  sworn  708 

And  cristcs  blessed  body  ^ey  torent 

Deth  schal  be  deed  if- fat*  we  may  him  hent/ 

Whan  pej  ban  goon  nought  fully  a  myle  / 

Righf  as  fey  wolde  haue  treden  ouer  a  style  712 

And  olde  and  a  pore  man  with  hem  mette 

piB  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grette 

And  seyde  f  us  now  lordes  god  30U  se 

pe  proudest*  of*  fese  lyettoures  fre  716 

Answered  agayn  what*  carle  wif  harde  grace 

Why  art*  f ou  al  forwrapped  saue  pj  face  / 

Wby  lyuesf  J»ou  so  longe  in  so  gret*  age  / 

p\a  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage  /  720 

And  sayde  f  us  for  I  can  nought*  fynde  / 

A  man  f ough  fat*  I  walked  in-to  ynde  / 

Keyf  er  in  Cite  ne  in  village 

That*  wol  chaunge  his  3oufe  for  myn  age  724 

And  f  erfore  moot*  I  haue  myn  age  stille 

As  lange  tyme  as  it*  is  goddes  wille  / 

Ne  def  alias  nel  nought*  haue  my  lyf* 

fus  walke  I  lyk*  a  resteles  kaytyf*  728 

And  on  f  e  ground  which  is  my  moodres  gate  / 

I  knokke  wif  my  staff*  erly  and  late 

And  saye  leeue  mooder  lete  me  Inne 

Lo  how  I  wanse  fleissch  and  blood  and  skyn    [ImT mi]   732 

Alias  whan  schullen  myne  bones  ben  at*  reste 

Moder  with  30U  wolde  I  chaunge  my  cheste 

That*  in  my  chambre  lange  tyme  haue  be 

30  for  an  here  clout/  to  wrappe  me  736 

But*  ^if  to  me  sche  wole  nou^t*  do  fat/  grace 

ifor  which  ful  hale  and  welked  is  my  face 

But*  sires  to  30U  it  nys  no  curtesye 

To  speken  vntil  an  olde  man  vilenye  740 
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But*  he  trespace  in  word  o]?er  elles .  in  dede 

In  holy  wiyf  je  may  ^oure  self*  wel  rede  / 

Ajeins  an  olde  man  hoor  ypon  his  heede  / 

je  schullen  aryse  wheifore  I  jiue  30W  rede  744 

Ke  do]y  nou3tr'  to  an  olde  man  non  harme  now 

No  more  )»af  men  dede  to  )ow 

In  age  it  ])af  30  so  longe  abyde 

And  god  be  wij>  30U  whefer  3e  go  or  ryde  748 

I  mof  go  ])ider  per  as  I  haue  to  go 

Kay  olde  cherl  by  god  pon  schalf  nou3t*  so 

Sayde  ^is  olde  hasardour  anon 

pou  ^artesf  nought*  so  lightly  by  seint*  Ion  752 

^on  spake  right*  now  of  ])ilke  traitour  dep 

ftiif  in  ))is  cuntre  all6  oure  frendes  sleeji 

haue  heer  my  troupe  as  ]>ou  art*  his  aspye  / 

Telle  wher  he  is  or  fou  schalt*  abye  756 

By  god  and  by  fe  holy  sacrament/ 

ffor  aoplj  pou.  art*  on  of*  his  assent* 

To  slen  vs  3onge  folk*  pon  false  )>eefi 

Kow  sires  if*  ))at*  it  be  to  30a  so  leef*  760 

To  fynde  dej)  turne  vp  ))is  croked  wey 

ffor  in  fat*  groue  I  lafte  him  by  my  fey 

vnder  a  tre  and  pere  he  wole  abyde 

Ke  for  30ure  host*  he  nyl  him  no  )}ing*  liyde  764 

8e  30  p&V  Oke  right*  pete  36  schuln  bim  fynde 

God  saue  30U  p&i?  bou3t*  a3ein  mankynde. 

And  30U  amende  f us  sayde  f  is  olde  man) 

And  euery  of"  Jjise  ryetoures  ran  Pe^fwi.bMk]  758 

Til  pej  came  to  )>e  tree  and  }^er  pey  founde 

Of  floryns  fyne  of  gold  y-coyned  rounde 

Wel  neih  a  seuen  buscheles  as  hem  ]70ught* 

No  lenger  ])enne  after  de)>  fey  sought*  772 

But*  eche  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  pe  sight* 

ffor  fat*  f e  floryns  so  faire  ben  and  bright* 

That*  doun  fey  sette  hem  by  f e  precious  horde 

The  worste  of  hem  he  spak/  f  e  firste  worde  776 
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Bre^eren  quod  lie  take  keepe  what*  I  say 

My  witte  is  gref  )K>ugfi  ]»at*  I  bourde  and  play 

pia  tresour  h&f  fortune  to  vs  ^iueu 

In  merpe  and  lolyte  oure  lijf*  to  lyuen  780 

And  lightly  as  it*  come])  so  wole  wo  spende 

Ey  goddes  precious  dignite  who  wende 

To  day  ya.V  we  schulde  haue  so  fair  a  grace 

But*  mighte  J>is  golde  be  caryed  fro  pis  place  784 

home  to  myn  hous  o]>er  elles  vnto  ^oures 

Jeanne  mighte  we  seye  J^at*  it/  were  al  ourcs  / 

])enne  were  we  in  heili  felicite 

but*  trewely  by  day  it*  may  nought*  be  /  788 

Men  wolde  say  )»af  we  were  J^ues  stronge 

And  for  oure  oughne  tresour  don  vs  honge 

^is  tresour  moste  y-karied  be  by  night* 

As  wysly  and  as  sleighly  as  hit*  might*  792 

Wherfoie  I  rede  let*  loke  among*  vs  alle 

Be  drawe  and  let  see  wher  )>e  cutte  wol  falle 

he  ])at*  ha))  fe  cutte  wi]>  herte  blythe 

Schal  renne  to  toune  and  ]>at  ful  swythe  796 

To  brynge  vs  breed  and  wyii  ful  pryuyly 

And  tuo  of*  ous  schuln  kepe  ful  subtilly 

Jyis  tresour  wel  and  if*  he  wol  nought*  taiien 

Whan  ))at*  if  is  night*  we  woln  j>y  tresour  carien  800 

By  on  assent*  wher  a^  vs  luste  best 

pat*  oon  of*  hem  broughte  in  his  feste 

And  bad  hem  drawe  and  loke  on  whvim  it  wol  falle 

And  it*  GHe  on  pe  ^ongeste  of*  hem  aUe  [ic^r  sos]       804 

And  for])  toward  pe  toun  he  wente  anon 

And  also  soone  as  he  was  y-gon 

])at*  on  of*  hem  spak*  pus  vnto  ))at*  o])er 

J)0u  wost*  wel  J)at*  ])ou  art*  myn  owen  swome  brojer      808 

Thyn  prophyte  wol  I  telle  pe  anon 

poxL  wost*  wel  ])at*  oure  felawe  is  gon 

And  heere  is  gold  and  p&V  ful  gret*  plente 

That*  it*  schal  departed  be  among*  vs  ])re  812 
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But*  naj^eles  if  I  can  schape  it/  so 

J)af  it*  departed  were  among*  ys  tuo 

had  I  noug&f  don  a  frendes  tume  to  ye 

J^at*  o^r  answerde  I  not*  how  jiat  mighte  be  816 

I  woot*  wel  J>at*  f  e  gold  is  oure  tuo 

What*  schulde  we  seye  what*  schulde  we  do 

Schal  it*  be  counseil  sayde  ^e  firste  schrewe  / 

And  I  schal  telle  in  wordes  fewe  820 

Whal^  we  schuln  doon  and  bringe  if  wel  aboute 

I  graunte  quod  ^f  o^er  out  of*  doute 

fat*  by  my  trew|?e  I  wol  J)e  nou3t*  bewreye 

Kow  quo)»  fe  firste  pon  wost*  wel  we  be  tweye  824 

And  tweyne  of*  vs  schuln  stronger  ben  )>an  oon 

loke  whenne  he  is  sette  and  ))anne  anon 

Aryse  as  f  ou  woldest*  wi|>  him  pleye 

And  I  schal  renne  him  )}urgh  ye  sydes  tweye  828 

Whiles  fat*  yon  struggelist*  wi)>  him  in  game 

And  wiy  yj  dagger  loke  ]k>u  do  ye  same 

And  yeime  schal  al  yia  gold  departed  be 

My  deere  freend  bitwixe  ye  and  me  832 

yenne  may  we  hoye  oure  lustes  fulfille 

And  pleye  atte  dys  right*  at*  oure  owen  wille 

And  yxiB  accorded  ben  yese  schrewcs  tweye 

To  sleen  ye  f  ridde  as  ^e  herde  me  seye  836 

yia  congest*  which  )?at*  wente  to  ye  tcAin 

f£nl  ofte  in  herte  he  lolley  vp  and  doun 

ye  beaute  of*  J^ese  floreynes  newe  and  bright* 

O  lord  quo])  he  if*  so  were  )>af  I  might*      cieaf  lof,  i»dc]     840 

Al  yia  tresour  wynne  to  my  self*  allone 

yet  nys  no  man  ))at*  Ijuey  ynder  ye  trone  / 

Of*  god  y&i?  scholde  lyue  as  mery  as  I 

And  at*  ye  laste  ye  feend  oure  enemy  844 

Putte  in  his  yoxi^if  ])af  he  schulde  poysofi  beye 

With  which  he  mighte  sleen  his  felawes  tweye 

ffor  why  ye  feend  fand  him  in  such  lyuyng* 

That*  hadde  leue  him  to  sorwe  brynge  848 
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ffor  fia  was  ytterly  his  entent* 

To  slen  hem  bo^  and  neuer  to  repent 

And  for])  he  go^  no  lenger  nolde  he  tarye 

In-to  ]>e  toun  vnto  a  potycaiie  /  852 

And  preyde  him  ^af  he  him  wolde  selle 

Som  poysoan  J^af  he  mi^t*  his  rattes  quelle 

And  eek*  pev  was  a  polkaf  in  his  hawe 

f&if  as  he  sayde  his  Capons  had  y-slawe  /  856 

And  sayde  he  wolde  wreken  him  if*  he  migkt^ 

Of*  vermyn  p&if  distroyed  him  by  nights 

pe  apotykaries  answerde  ^ou  schalt*  haue 

A  pinff  ])af  als  god  my  soule  sane  860 

In  al  ^is  world  ]»er  nys  no  creature 

])at*  eten  or  drunken  ha^  of*  ^is  confectuie 

Koughf  hut*  pe  mountaimce  of*  a  com  of>  whete 

^f  he  ne  schal  his  \ja*  anon  forlete  864 

30  sterue  he  schal  and  ^af  in  lasse  while  / 

l^enne  |)ou  wolt*  gon  a  pace  nought*  but*  a  myle 

^is  poysoun  is  so  strong*  and  so  yyolent* 

l^is  cursed  man  ha])  in  his  hand  y-heuf  868 

])is  ^ysoun  in  a  box  and  se]>enes  he  ran 

In-to  pe  nexte  strete  vnto  a  man 

And  borwed  him  large  botelles  ))re 

And  in  ^e  tweyne  pia  poysoili  poured  he  872 

pe  ^ridde  he  keped  clene  for  his  drynke 

ffor  al  pe  night*  he  schop  him  to  swynke 

In  karying*  of*  pe  golde  out*  of*  ^t*  place 

And  whan  ^is  ryetour  wi])  sory  grace         D«f  tni  876 

had  felled  wi])  him  his  grete  botelles  |)re 

To  his  felawes  ajayn  repayre])  he 

What*  nedep  it*  to  sermone  ])er-of*  more 

ffor  right*  as  pay  hadde  cast*  his  de|)  afore  880 

Eight*  so  ])ey  haue  him  slayn  and  ])at*  anon 

And  whenne  ])at*  pis  was  don  ^n  spak*  pat*  oon 

Now  let*  vs  drynke  and  sytte  and  make  vs  mery 

And  afterward  we  wolen  his  body  bery  884 
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And  aftirward  it*  happed  hem  per  cas 

To  take  ye  hotel  ]>er-in  pe  poyson  was 

And  drank*  and  ^af  his  felawe  dijnke  also 

ffor  which  anon  pej  stomen  hoj)e  tuo  888 

Buf  certes  I  suppose  ))at*  Auycenne 

Wrot<  neuer  in  no  Canoun  ne  in  no  fenne 

Mo  wonder  sorwes  of*  enpoysonyng* 

Thus  hadde  pise  wrecches  tuo  here  endynge  892 

Thus  ended  hen  pia  Omjcides  tuo 

And  eek*  pe  false  enpojsonere  also 

O  cursed  synne  ful  of*  cursednes 

O  tza3rtours  Omycyderes  o  wikkednes  .  896 

0  glotenye  o  luxurie  0  hasardye 
]k)u  hlasphemer  of*  crisf  wi)>  vilenye 
And  opea  grete  of*  vsage  and  of  piyde 

AUas  mankynde  how  may  it  hetyde  900 

]>erto  pin  creatour  /  which  |)at*  pe  wrought* 

And  wi]i  lus  precious  blood  pe  bought* 

povL  art*  so  fals  and  so  ynkynde  alias 

Ifow  goode  men  god  for^iue  ^oure  trespas  904 

And  ware  jou  fro  pe  synne  of*  auarice  / 

Myn  holy  pardoun  may  30U  aUe  warische 

So  p&if  ^e  offire  nobles  or  sterlinges 

Oj»er  elles  seluer  spones  broches  and  r3mges  /  908 

Bowe])  30ure  hed  vnder  pia  holy  buUes 

Come])  vp  36  wyues  offrej  ^oure  wuUes 

3oure  name  I  entre  here  in  my  rolle  anon) 

In-to  pe  blisse  of*  heuen  schul  ^e  gon       [ie«r2os»  tmck]       912 

1  30U  assoille  by  myn  heih  powere 

3e  ])at*  woln  oSre  as  clene  and  eek^  as  cleere 

As  30  were  bom  and  sires  lo  pua  I  preche 

And  Jhesu.  crisf  p&P  is  oure  soules  leche  916 

So  graunte  30U  his  pardoun  to  resceyue 

ffor  )}af  is  best*  I  wol  30U  nou3t  disceyue 

But*  sires  o  word  forgat*  I  in  my  tale 

I  haue  reliqes  and  pardon  in  my  male  920 
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As  faiie  as  eny  man  in  Engelond 

Whiche  were  me  7-30116  by  J)e  popes  bond 

If*  eny  of*  30U  wole  of  deuocioft 

Ofifien  and  haue  myn  abeoluciofi  924 

Come^  for])  anon  and  knele]>  doun  heere 

And  3e  schuln  haue  my  pardofi  J^af  is  deere 

0]>er  elles  take])  pardoun  as  30  wende 

Al  newe  and  freissche  at*  Query  tonnes  ende  928 

So  J)af  36  otfren  alway  newe  and  newe  / 

Nobles  and  pens  wbicb  ])At*  ben  good  and  trewe 

It*  is  an  bonour  to  euericb  ])at*  is  beere 

])af  30  may  baue  a  suffisaunt*  pardonero  932 

To  assoille  30U  in  cuntre  as  I  ryde 

ffor  auentures  wbicb  ])af  may  betyde 

ffor  peraduenture  ])er  may  falle  on  or  tuo 

Doun  of*  bis  bois  and  breke  bis  necke  a  tuo  936 

loke  wbicb  a  suerte  it*  is  to  30U  aUe 

])af  I  am  in  30ur  felascbipe  y-falle 

))at*  may  assoille  30U  bo^e  more  and  lasse 

Wban  ])at*  ^e  soule  sebal  fro  ^e  body  passe  /  940 

I  rede  fat  oure  booste  scbal  begynne 

ffor  be  is  most*  envoluped  in  synne 

Come))  for^  sire  Ost*  and  offre))  first*  anon 

And  ])0U  scbalt*  kisse  ])e  relikes  euerycboou  944 

3e  for  a  grote  ynbokel  anon  fy  purs 

Kay  nay  quod  be  penne  baue  I  cristes  curs 

Let*  be  quod  be  it*  /  scbal  nou3t*  be  so  ])ecbe 

fon  woldest*  make  me  kesse  ])in  olde  brecbe      [iMrstM]    948 

And  swere  if  were  a  relyk*  of"  a  seint* 

])ougb  if  were  wi])  Jyn  foundemenf  depeynt 

Euf  by  ])e  Crosse  wbicb  ])af  seinf  Eleyne  fand 

I  wolde  I  badde  ])ine  coyllons  in  myn  band  952 

In  stede  of*  relikes  o^er  of  seintnary 

lef  cutte  bem  of*  I  wol  ])e  belpe  bem  cary 

))ey  scbuln  be  scbryned  in  an  bogges  tord 

])is  pardoner  answerde  nou3f  a  word  956 
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So  WTo)»  he  was  be  nolde  no  word  say 

Now  quod  oure  Oosti'  I  wil  no  lenger  play 

"WiJ>  f e  ne  with  non  ofer  angry  man 

Buf  rig&f  anon  ^e  wovfj  knigfif  bygan  960 

Wban  ])at*  be  saugb  }iaf  al  )>e  poeple  l[ougb] 

Nomore  of*  ^is  for  it  is  rights  ynongb 

Sire  pardoner  be  mery  and  glad  of*  cbeero 

And  je  sire  Oste  )>af  ben  to  me  so  deere  964 

I  pray  30U  ^af  ^e  kisse  pe  pardoneere 

And  pardoner  I  pray  pe  ]>at*  fon  drawe  )?e  neere 

And  as  we  dide  lef  vs  langbe  and  pleye  967 

Anon  fey  kisse  and  ryden  for^  here  weye   IT  Explicit*,  fa^a 

PardonanV 


CORPUS  4o4  (6-T.  382) 


GROUP  B.  0-  FRAGMENT  III.) 

§  4.    THE  SHIPMAN'S  TALK 


%  Here  bygynnej  J>e  schipmannes  tale    ^ToS*^ 

AMarchaunf  wbilom  dwelled  at*  Seinf  Denys     Ca"* 
That*  riche  was  for  which,  men  heelde  him  wys  ^^  * 
A  wyfi  he  hadde  of  excellent^  beaute 
And  compynable  and  xeueienf  was  sche 
Which  is  a  ^ing*  ^af  cause^  more  dispence 
fen  wor])  is  alle  pe  cheere  and  leueience  1196 

That*  men  haue  doon  at*  festes  and  af  dannces 
Suche  salutaciouns  and  contynafices 
Passe^  as  do])  pe  schadewe  on  a  wal 
But  woo  is  him  ^af  paye  moot^  for  al  1200 

^e  sely  housband  algates  he  moete  paye 
he  moof  vs  clo]>e  and  vs  arraye 
As  for  his  owen  worschipe  richely 

In  which  aray  we  daimce  lolyly  1204 

And  if*  ^af  he  nou^f  may  per  aduenture  Pwf  tH  ^mIk} 

Or  elles  lusie  no  suche  spenses  endure  / 
But*  ]>enke]i  it*  is  waste  and  y-loste  / 
Thenne  moof  ano^^r  payen  for  oure  coste  1208 

Or  lene  us  golde  and  )»at*  is  perilous 
]>is  noble  marchand  held  a  noble  hous 
ffor  which  he  hadde  alday  gref  repayre 
ffor  his  largenesse  and  for  his  wyf*  was  fayre        .       1212 
])at*  wonder  is  but*  herkene])  to  my  tale 
Amonges  aH  his  gestes  grete  and  smale  /. 
yet  was  a  monk*  a  fair  man  and  a  bolde 
I  trowe  a  gritty  wynter  he  was  olde  /  1216 

Thaf  euer  in  oon  was  drawyng*  to  pe  place 
])is  ^onge  monk*  ]»at*  was  so  fair  of  &ce 
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Aqueynted  was  so  v^ip  J^is  goode  man 

Si|>enes  ]nii?  here  fiiste  knowleclie  bygan  1220 

That*  in  his  hous  as  ffamuler  was  he 

As  it  is  possible  eny  frend  to  be 

And  for  as  mekel  as  pe  goode  man 

And  eek*  fis  monk*  of  which  ])at*  I  bygan  1224 

Were  bo^  tuo  y-born  in  o  village 

The  monk*  him  clayme))  as  for  cosynage 

And  he  a3ein  he  aaip  nought*  ones  nay 

But*  was  as  glad  yer  of  as  foul  of*  day  1 228 

ffoT  to  his  herte  it  was  a  gret*  plesaunce 

^us  ben  paj  knitte  vrip  eteme  alliaunce  / 

And  like  of*  hem  gan  o))er  for  to  assure  / 

Of*  broj^erhode  whiles  |)af  here  lyf  may  dure  1232 

fire  was  daun  lohfi  and  namely  of  dispense 

As  in  ^at*  hous  and  ful  of  diligence 

To  do  plesaunce  and  also  gret*  costage  / 

he  nought*  forgat*  to  ^iue  ]>e  leste  page  /  1 2*36 

In  al  ^at*  hous  but*  after  here  degre 

He  3af  ])e  lord  and  8e))ins  al  his  meyne  / 

Whan  ^af  he  came  som  maner  honest*  )>ing< 

ffbr  which  fej  were  al  glad  of  his  comyng*  1240 

As  foul  is  fayn  whan  sonne  vp  axiaep  Peaf  ms} 

Kamore  of  pis  as  now  for  it*  suffise]) 

But*  so  bifett  ^is  marchaund  vpon  a  day 

Schop  him  to  make  redy  his  array  1244 

Toward  pe  toun  of  Bruges  for  to  fare 

To  byen  peie  a  porcioun  of  ware 

fibr  which  he  ha)»  to  Parys  sent*  anon) 

A  messanger  and  preyed  hap  doun  Ion  1248 

That*  he  schulde  come  to  seint*  Denys  and  pleye 

Wip  him  and  with  his  wyf  a  day  or  tweye 

Or  he  to  Bruges  wente  in  att  wyse 

This  noble  monk*  of  which  I  30U  deuyse  1252 

hap  of  his  abbot*  as  him  lust*  licence 

By  cause  he  was  a  man  of  heih  prudence 
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And  eek*  an  officer  out*  for  to  ryde 

To  see  here  graunges  and  here  bemes  wyde  1256 

And  ynto  seynf  Denys  be  comejy  anon 

Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  daun  lohfl 

Oure  deere  cosyn  ful  of  curtesye 

WiJ)  him  brought^  he  a  lobbe  of*  maluesye  1260 

And  eek*  ano|)er  ful  of*  good  vemage 

And  volatille  as  ay  was  his  vsage 

And  ^ns  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drynke  and  pleye 

This  marchand  and  Jyis  monk*  a  day  or  tweye  /  1264 

The  ^dde  day  |)is  marchand  vp  arise^ 

And  on  his  needes  sadly  him  avise)) 

And  vp  in  to  his  countourhous  go))  he  / 

To  rekne  wi])  himselue  wel  may  be  1268 

Of  ]>ilke  jeer  how  ]»af  it<  with  him  stood 

And  how  ))at*  he  desponded  hadde  his  good 

And  if  ^at*  he  encresed  were  or  non 

his  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon  1272 

he  ley^  bifore  him  on  his  countyng*  bord 

ffol  riche  was  his  tresour  and  his  hoord 

ifor  which  ful  faste  his  counterhons  dore  he  schette 

And  eek*  he  nolde  noman  schulde  him  lette  1276 

« 

Of  his  aconntes  for  fe  mene  tyme  [iMfso6»bMk] 

And  ^ns  he  sitte  til  if  was  passed  pnme 

Daun  lohn  was  rysen  in  fe  mome  also  / 

And  in  fe  gardyn  walks])  to  and  fro  1280 

And  ha))  his  ))inges  sayde  deuoutely 

fia  goode  wyf  cam  walkynge  pryuely 

In  to  ))e  gardyn  ))er  he  walke^  softs 

And  him  salaeth  as  sche  ha^  don  ofte  1284 

A  mayden  childe  came  in  hire  companye 

Which  at  hire  luste  may  goueme  and  gye 

ffor  yt  vnder  ^e  jerde  was  ))e  mayde 

0  deere  Cosyn  myn  daun  lohn  sche  saydo  /  1288 

What*  eyle))  jou  so  ra))e  to  aryse 

Neco  quod  he  if  aughte  ynough  suffise 
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ffyue  homes  for  to  slepen  on  a  nyg&t 

Buf  iV  were  for  an  olde  palled  knigM  1292 

As  ben  peae  wedded  men  ])at*  lye  and  dare 

As  in  a  forme  sitte  alway  an  hare 

Were  al  forstranghf  wij)  honndes  grete  and  smale 

Buf  deere  neece  why  be  je  so  pale  /  1296 

I  trowe  certes  ])at*  oiire  goode  man 

ha])  )ou  laboured  serenes  ]»e  nighf  bygan 

fsAf  30U  were  neede  to  resteu  hastily 

And  wi^  ])af  word  he  lough  fid  meryly  1300 

And  of  his  owne  pought  he  wax  al  reed 

This  fayie  wyf*  gan  to  schake  hire  heed 

And  sayde  fua  je  god  wot*  al  quod  sche 

l^ay  cosyn  myn  it*  stant*  nou3f  so  wi]}  me  /  1304 

fifor  by  ])at'  god  ]>af  ^aff/  me  soule  and  lyf* 

In  all  ]>e  rewme  of  ffiraunce  is  per  no  wyf 

That*  lasse  lusf  h&p  to  ])af  sory  pley 

ffor  I  may  synge  alias  and  welawey  1 308 

)»at*  I  was  bom  but*  to  no  wight*  quod  sche 

Dar  I  noujf  telle  how  it  stant*  vnp  me 

Wherfore  I  ])enke  out*  of*  ]>is  lond  to  wende 

Or  elles  of*  myself*  to  make  an  ende  /  1312 

So  ful  am  I  of*  drede  and  of*  care  (i«if  soe] 

This  monk*  bygan  vpon  fis  wyf*  to  stare 

And  sayde  alias  my  neece  god  it*  forbede 

That*  36  for  eny  sorwe  or  ony  drede  1316 

ffordo  joure  self*  but*  telle}}  forj)  joure  greef 

P^raduenture  I  may  in  30ur  mescheef* 

CounseiLe  or  helpe  and  ]>erfore  telle]>  me 

All  30ure  annoye  for  if  schal  be  secre  1320 

ffor  on  my  portos  I  make  an  oth 

])af  neuer  in  my  lijf*  for  leef*  ne  lo]) 

"Ne  schal  I  of*  no  counseil  30U  bewreye 

The  same  a3ein  to  30U  quod  sche  I  seye  1324 

By  god  and  by  piB  portos  I  swere 

^ey  men  wolde  me  al  to  peeces  tere 
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Ne  Bclial  I  neaer  for  to  go  in  to  helle 

Bewreye  a  word  of*  ])mg«  ))at*  30  me  telle  /  1328 

Koug&t*  for  no  cosynage  ne  alliaunce 

Baf  verreily  for  loue  and  affiannce 

Thus  ben  J^ey  swore  and  her-vpon  y-kiste 

And  ilk*  of*  hem  tolde  o^er  what*  hem  liste  1332 

Cosyn  quod  sche  if  I  hadde  a  space 

As  I  haue  non  and  namely  in  yia  place 

))anne  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of*  my  lyf* 

What*  I  haue  sufi&ed  sethens  I  was  a  wyf*  1336 

Wi]>  myn  housband  and  ]>eigh  he  be  ;our  cosyn 

Nay  quod  piB  monk*  by  god  and  by  seinf  Martyn 

he  nys  no  more  cosyn  vnto  me 

pan  is  pis  leef*  pat*  hangep  on  pe  tre  1340 

I  clepe  him  so  by  seint*  Denys  in  ff7*aunce 

To  haue  pe  more  cause  of*  acqueyntaunce 

Of*  30a  which  I  haue  loued  specially 

Abouen  bB.  wommen  sikerly  1344 

This  were  ynough  on  my  professiofl 

Tellep  joure  greef*  lest*  paf  he  come  ardoun 

And  hastep  30U  and  gop  ^oure  wey  anon 

My  deere  loue  quod  sche  0  daun  lohn  1348 

fful  leef*  me  were  pis  counseil  to  hyde  riMfsoe^baok] 

But*  ouf  it*  mot*  if  may  no  lenger  abyde 

myn  housbond  is  to  me  pe  worste  man 

pat*  euer  was  sipenes  pe  world  bygan  1352 

But*  sipenes  I  am  a  wyf  it*  sit  noujt  me 

To  telle  no  wighf  of*  oure  pryuyte 

Keyper  a  bedde  ne  in  non  oper  place 

God  schilde  I  scholde  telle  it*  for  his  grace  1356 

A  wyf*  ne  schal  naf  seyn  of*  hire  housband 

But*  afi  honoui'  as  I  can  vnderstande 

Saue  vnto  30U  pus  moche  telle  I  schal 

As  help  me  god  he  nys  nou^t*  worp.at*  al  1360 

In  no  degre  pe  value  of*  a  flye 

But*  )it  me  greuep  most*  his  nyggardye 
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And  wel  je  woof  faf  wommen  naturelly 

Desyreii  ])inge8  seuen  as  wel  as  I  1364 

^ey  wolden  ^af  here  housbandes  scholde  be 

hardy  and  wys  riche  and  per-to  fre 

And  buxum  to  his  wyf^  and  freissch  a  bedde 

£uf  by  ]7af  ilke  lord  }>af  for  vs  bledde  1368 

ffor  his  honour  my  selue  to  arraye 

A  sonday  next*  I  moste  paye 

An  hundred  £&ankes  or  elles  am  I  lorn 

Jet*  were  me  leuer  Jjaf  I  were  vnbom  1372 

])enne  me  were  don  a  sclaunder  or  irilenye 

And  if*  myn  housbande  eeke  might  aspye 

I  nere  but*  lost*  and  ferfore  I  ^ou  preye 

lene  me  fia  somme  and  eUes  mot*  I  deye  1376 

Daun  lohn'  I  say  lene  me  fese  hundred  frankes 

Par  de  I  wol  not*  fayle  J)e  my  ])ankes 

If*  fat*  30U  luste  to  do  J?at*  I  30U  pray 

flfor  at*  a  certein  day  I  wole  30U  pay  1380 

And  do  to  jou  what*  plesaunce  and  seruise 

That*  I  may  do  right*  as  30U  lust*  deuyse 

And  but*  I  do  god  take  on  me  vengaunce 

As  foule  as  hadde  genylon  of  ffraunce  1384 

This  gentil  monk*  answerde  in  pis  manere  p«af  207] 

Now  trewely  myn  owen  lady  deere 

I  haue  quod  he  on  30U  so  gret*  a  rou])e 

That*  I  30U  swere  and  plighte  30U  my  trouj^e  1388 

That*  whan  30ure  housbonde  is  to  fflaundres  fare 

I  wol  delyuer  30U  out*  of*  Jjis  worldes  care  / 

fifor  I  wol  bringen  30U  an  hundred  frankes 

And  wij)  J)af  he  caught*  hir  by  fe  schankes  1392 

And  hire  enbraced  harde  and  kissed  ofte 

Gk)]7  now  30ure  weye  quod  he  al  stille  and  softe 

And  let*  vs  dyne  as  sone  as  euer  36  may 

ffor  by  my  chilyndre  if  is  pnme  of*  fe  day  1396 

Go])  now  and  hef  as  trewe  as  I  schal  be  / 

Kow  elles  god  forbede  sire  quod  sche 
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And  for^  soke  go]y  as  gelous  as  a  pje 

And  bad  pe  cokes  ])af  ])ey  schulde  hem  hye  1400 

So  yskV  men  mighte  dyne  and  J)at  anon 

vp  to  hir  housbonde  is  J)is  wyf*  y-gon 

And  knokke)>  at  his  countour^  boldely 

Quy  la  quod  he  peter  it*  am  I  1404 

Quo^  sche  what*  how  loDge  wol  je  faste  / 

how  longe  tyme  wol  ^e  rekne  and  caste 

Jouie  sommes  ^oure  bokes  and  joure  ^inges 

}e  deuyl  haue  part*  on  aH  suche  rekenynges  1408 

3e  han  ynough  parde  of*  goddes  sonde 

Come  doun  to  day  and  lete  joure  bagge  stonde 

Ke  be  3e  nought*  aschamed  ^af  Daun  John 

Schal  £Eistyng<  al  ]7is  day  elenge  gon  1412 

What*  lete  yb  heere  masse  go  we  dyne 

Wy^  quod  piB  man  fal  lytel  canstow  dyuyne 

The  cnrious  busynesse  ]>at*  we  haue 

ffor  of*  Ts  chapmen  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  by  ^af  loid  ])af  called  is  seint*  yne 

Skarsly  amonges  twelue  tweye  schuln  J^riue 

Continuelly  kstyng*  vnto  core  age 

We  may  wel  make  chere  and  good  visage  1420 

And  diyue  for|)  fe  world  as  it  may  be  p^f  to7,  teckj 

And  kepen  ouie  estate  in  priuite 

Til  we  be  deed  or  elles  p&V  we  pleye 

A  pylgrymage  or  gon  out*  of*  pe  weye  1424 

And  J^frfore  haue  I  gret*  neoessite 

vpon  pia  queynte  worlde  to  auyse  me 

ffor  euermore  we  mote  stande  in  drede 

Of*  happe  and  fortune  in  oure  chapmanhede  1428 

To  fflaundres  wol  I  go  to  mome  af  day 

And  come  a^ein  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 

ffor  which  my  deere  wyff  I  f e  beseke 

As  be  to  euerj  wighf  buxom  and  meke  1432 

And  for  to  kepe  oure  good  be  curious 

And  honestly  goueme  wel  oure  hous 
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]>oa  hasf  ynong^  in  exierj  maner  vyse 

Thal^  to  a  thrifty  hon8T)onde  may  sufiBse  1436 

The  lakke))  non  azray  ne  no  yitayle 

Of*  Siluer  in  fi  pms  fou  maysf  noo^f  fayle 

And  wi])  Jyat*  word  his  coimtoor  doie  he  schette 

And  donn  he  go^  no  lenger  nolde  he  lette  1440 

And  hastyly  a  masse  was  ])er  sayde 

And  speedly  fe  tables  were  layde 

And  to  ]>e  dyner  £aste  ]wy  hem  speede 

And  richely  ^is  monk*  pe  Chapman  fedde  1444 

And  after  dyner  daun  lohn  soburly 

This  Chapman  took*  a  part*  al  pryuyly 

he  seyde  him  ])as  cosyn  if  standeji  so 

J^af  wel  I  see  to  Bruges  wolle  30  go  1448 

God  and  seint*  anstyn  spede  30U  and  gyde 

I  pray  3on  Cosyn  wysly  fat*  je  ryde 

Goueme]»  3on  also  of  3oiire  dyete 

And  temx)erally  and  namely  in  ])is  hete  1452 

Bytwixe  vs  tuo  neede|)  no  straunge  fare 

fifare  wel  cosyn  god  schilde  30U  fro  care 

If*  eny  Jing*  f er  be  by  day  or  by  night* 

If*  it*  ligge  in  my  power  and  my  might*  1 456 

That*  3e  me  wol  comaunde  in  eny  wyse  pear  los] 

It*  schal  be  doon  right*  as  30  wil  deu3r8e 

0  ]>ing*  er  |)at*  30  gon  if*  y&if  if  may  be 

1  wolde  preye  30U  for  pe  loue  of*  me  1 460 
An  hundred  frankes  for  a  wyke  or  tweye 

ffor  certeyn  bestes  ])af  I  moste  beye 

To  store  with  a  place  ])af  is  owres 

God  helpe  me  I  wolde  ]}af  if  were  3owre8  1464 

I  schal  noughf  fayle  suerly  of*  my  day 

l^oughf  for  a  ])ousand  frankes  a  myle  way 

Buf  lete  J)is  J^ing*  be  secre  I  30U  preye 

Je  schulle  be  payed  wher  Jiaf  I  lyue  or  deye  1468 

And  fare  now  wel  myn  owen  cosyn  dere 

Graunf  mercy  of*  30ure  cosf  and  of*  3oure  chere 
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This  noble  marchatint*  gentilly  anon 

Answeide  and  sajde  0  Cosyn  daun  Idhn  1472 

"Now  sikerly  ^is  is  a  smal  lequeste 

My  gold  is  3oure6  whan  ])af  ener  jou  leste 

And  noughf  oonly  my  gold  but*  my  chafiOEure 

Tak*  what*  jou  leste  god  schilde  ))at*  30  spare  1476 

But*  0  ])ing*  is  je  knowe  it  wel  ynougfi 

Of*  chapmen  ]»at  hero  monee  is  here  plough 

We  may  creaunce  whiles  we  haue  a  name  / 

But*  goldles  for  to  be  if  is  no  game  1480 

Fay  it*  i^ein  whan  if  lip  in  jour  ese 

After  my  mighf  ful  fayn  wolde  1  30U  plese 

J^Ibc  hundred  &ankes  he  fette  iorp  anon 

And  pryuyly  he  took*  hif  to  daun  lohn  1484 

No  wighf  in  al  ]>is  world  wist  of*  )>is  lone 

Sauyng*  ])is  marchaunf  and  daun  lohn  allone 

])ey  dranken  and  romed  ouf  to  pleye 

Til  ^af  daun  lohn  ryde]y  to  his  abbeye  1488 

fe  mome  came  and  for^  ])is  marchaunf  ryde]> 

To  fflaundres  ward  his  prentys  wel  him  gyde]) 

Til  he  cam  in  to  Bruges  meryly 

Now  go))  ])is  marchaunf  faste  and  bysyly  1492 

Aboute  his  neede  and  bye])  and  creaunce]?  [ImT  ms.  uck] 

he  ney])er  pleye^  af  ^e  dys  ne  daunce]> 

Buf  as  a  marchand  schortly  for  to  telle 

he  leef  his  wyf*  and  ])er  I  lete  him  dwelle  1496 

pe  sonday  nexf  ^  marchaunf  was  agon 

To  seinf  Denys  I-comen  is  Daun  lohn 

Wi]>  croune  and  berde  freissch  and  newe  schaue 

In  al  ]>e  hous  ])er  nas  so  lite  a  knaue  1500 

Ne  no  wighf  elles  ])af  he  nas  fayn 

ifor  ])af  my  lord  doun  John  was  come  agayn) 

And  schortly  to  here  poynf  for  to  gon) 

^Ls  fayre  wyf*  acorde]>  to  daun  lohn  l!/04 

And  for  pia  hundred  fi&ankes  he  schulde  al  nighf 

haue  hire  in  his  armes  bolf  vprighf 
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And  fiB  acorde  parfourmed  was  in  dede 
In  myrfe  al  nig&f  /  a  bnsy  lyf  J^ey  lede  1508 

Til  if  was  day  ^af  daun  lo&n  wenf  Ms  way 
And  bade  ]>e  meyne  fax  wel  haue  good  day 
Sot  non  of<  hem  ne  no  wighf  in  pe  toun 
ha])  of*  daun  lolin  rig&f  non  suspecioun  1512 

and  for))  he  ryde])  home  to  his  abbay 
Or  wher  him  laste  no  more  of  him  I  say 
This  marchaunf  whan  ])at*  ended  was  fe  ffayre 
To  seint*  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repayre  1516 

And  wi])  his  wyf  he  make^  feste  and  chore 
And  telle])  hire  ])at*  chaffare  is  so  deere 
))at*  needes  moste  he  make  a  Cheuesannce 
ffor  he  was  bounden  in  a  reconysaunce  1520 

To  paye  xx  ]>ousand  scheldes  anon 
ffor  which  ))is  marchaunf  is  y-wonf  to  gon 
To  borwe  of  certein  frendes  ^af  he  hadde 
A  certeyn  £rankes  and  some  wi))  him  he  ladde  1524 

And  whan  ])af  he  was  come  in  to  ))e  toun 
ffor  gref  chierte  and  gret/  affeccioun 
vnto  daun  John  he  fersf  him  go])  to  pleye 
Noughf  for  to  borwe  of*  him  no  moneye  1528 

Buf  for  to  wite  and  se  of*  his  welfare  p«af  m»] 

And  for  to  tellen  him  of^his  chaffare 
As  frendes  don  when  ])ey  ben  mette  in  feere 
Daun  lohn  him  make])  feste  and  mery  cheere.  1532 

And  he  him  tolde  a^ein  fill  specially 
how  he  hadde  broughf  ful  wel  and  g7'aciously 
])anked  be  god  al  hool  his  marchaundise 
Saue  ))af  he  moste  in  aH  maner  wyse  1536 

Maken  a  cheuysance  as  for  his  beste 
And  ])enne  he  schulde  be  in  ioye  and  reste 
Daun  lolin  answerde  certes  I  am  fa3m 
))af  30  in  hele  be  come  home  agayn  1540 

And  if*  ))af  I  were  riche  as  haue  I  blisse 
Of*  twenty  ])OUBand  scheldes  scholde  je  nou3f  misse 
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ffor  je  80  kyndely  ])i8  o]wr  day 

Lente  me  golde  as  I  can  and  may  1544 

I  J^anke  30U  by  god  and  by  aeinf  lame 

But*  na])eles  I  took*  ynto  oure  dame 

Jouie  wyfi  af  home  J^e  same  gold  ajain 

ypon  joure  benche  sche  wof  if  wel  certain  1548 

By  certein  toknes  ^t*  I  can  hire  telle  /• 

Now  by  ^oure  leue  I  may  no  longer  dwelle 

Oure  abbot*  wol  out*  of  J^is  toun  anon 

And  in  his  companye  mof  I  gon  1552 

Gret*  wel  oure  dame  myn  owen  nece  swete 

And  fare  wel  dere  cosyn  til  we  mete 

This  marchaunt*  wi])  ])at*  was  ful  war  and  wys 

Greaunsed  ha])  and  eek*  payed  in  Parys  1556 

To  oertein  lumbardes  redy  in  here  hand 

fiB  Bomme  of*  gold  and  gat*  of*  hem  fe  band 

And  home  he  go])  mery  as  popyngay 

ifor  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  such  aray  1560 

])af  needes  moste  he  wynne  in  such  a  viage 

A  ]K)usend  frankes  abouen  al  his  costage 

his  wyf  ful  redy  mette  him  atte  gate 

As  sche  was  wont  of*  old  vsage  algate  1564 

And  al  ^af  night*  in  mir])e  ^ey  besette  /  [iMf  ios,  b^k] 

ffor  he  was  riche  and  clerly  out*  of*  dette 

Whan  if  was  day  ^is  marchanf  gan  enbrace  / 

his  wyf*  al  newe  and  kissed  hire  on  hire  face  1568 

And  yp  he  go])  and  make])  if  wonder  tough 

No  more  quod  sche  by  god  je  haue  ynough 

And  wantounly  a^ein  wi^  him  sche  pleyde 

TiUe  atte  laste  ))af  ])is  marchanf  seyde  1572 

By  god  quod  he  I  am  a  litel  wrop 

Wi])  ^ou  my  wyf*  ))ough  if  be  me  loth 

And  wote  }e  why  by  god  as  ])af  I  gesse 

ffor  ye  haue  made  a  maner  straungenesse  1576 

Bytwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  lohn 

)e  schulde  haue  warned  me  er  I  hadde  gon 
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))af  he  badde  30U  an  himdTed  frankes  payed 
By  redy  tokne  and  he  him  held  yuel  payed  1580 

ffor  )»af  I  to  him  spak*  ofi  chenysaimce 
Me  semed  so  as  hy  his  contynaunce 
Buf  na]>eles  hy  god  and  heuen  king* 
I  ]>oughte  nought*  to  axe  of*  him)  no  ])]ng*  1584 

I  pray  J)e  wyf  ne  do  no  more  so 
Telle  me  alway  er  fs^f  1  f ro  ]>e  go 
If*  eny  dettour  ha])  in  myn  ahsence 
I-payed  ]>e  leste  )}urgh  fin  necligence  1588 

I  might*  him  axe  a  )»ing*  ])af  he  ha|»  payed 
fia  was  nas  nough  affeied  ne  affrayed 
But*  holdely  sche  seyde  and  |)at*  anon 
Mary  I  diffye  p&V  false  monk*  daun  John  1592 

I  kepe  nought*  of  his  tokenes  neuer  a  deel 
he  tok*  me  certein  gold  )}L8  wot*  I  wel 
What*  euele  ^edam  on  his  monkes  snowte  / 
ffor  god  it*  wof  I  wende  wi)>outen  doute  /  1596 

fa,V  he  hadde  30ue  if  me  hy  cause  of*  90U 
To  do  ^er  wi^  myn  honour  and  my  piow 
ffor  cosynage  and  eek*  for  hele  chore 
J^at*  he  ha])  had  fulofte  tyme  heere '  u  hSaded  i!ko|pM.] 

But*  8e])ins  I  see  I  stonde  in  such  disio3mt*  cieaftii] 

I  wol  answere  30U  schortly  to  ^is  poynf 
3e  haue  mo  slakker  dettours  ))ei\  am  I 
ffor  I  wol  paye  30W  wel  and  redily  1604 

flio  day  to  day  and  if*  so  he  I  fayle 
I  am  30ur  wyf*  score  it*  vpon  my  tayle 
And  I  schal  paye  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 
ffor  hy  my  trou])e  I  haue  on  myn  array  1608 

And  nought*  on  waste  hestowed  euery  del 
And  for  I  haue  hestowed  if  so  wel 
To  3oure  honour  for  goddes  sake  I  say 
As  he  noughf  wro])  huf  lete  vs  laughe  and  play  1612 

5e  schuln  my  ioly  hody  haue  to  wedde  / 
By  god  I  nyl  noughf  paye  30U  huf  a  hedde 
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fiforjiue  it*  me  myn  owen  spouse  deere  / 

Tome  hiderwaid  and  make]>  bettre  cheeie  1616 

This  maichaunf  sejh  per  was  no  remedye 

And  for  to  chyde  if  neie  buf  folye  / 

8e])ms  ])af  pe  piag*  may  nonght*  amended  be 

Kow  wyf*  he  sayde  and  I  foi^iue  if  pe  1620 

Buf  by  pin  lyf  ne  be  no  more  so  large 

kepe  bef  my  good  pis  yue  I  ^e  in  charge  / 

pMS  ende])  now  my  tale  and  god  ts  sende 

Toylyng^'ynough  ynto  oure  lyues  ende    IT  Explicif    1624 

Here  ende]>  ^e  &chipmannes  tale 
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W£l  86 jde  by  corpus  domimta 
Now  lange  mote  ]>ou  sayle  by  j>e  coste 
Sire  gentil  mayster  gentil  marynere  / 
God  ^iue  pe  monk^  a  jyousand  last*  quade  ^eie  /  1628 

A  ha  felawes  hep  war  of*  such  a  lape  / 
fe  monk*  putte  in  fe  mannes  hood  an  ape  / 
And  in  his  wyues  eek*  by  seinf  austyn 
Drawe]}  no  monkes  more  in  to  ^oure  In  1632 

Buf  now  passe  ouer  and  let*  vs  seke  aboute 
Who  schal  now  telle  fersf  of  al  ^is  route 
Ano]>er  tale  and  wip  )>at*  word  he  sayde 
As  curteysly  as  it*  hadde  ben  a  mayde  {)mt  tii,  ImmA] 

My  lady  prioresse  by  3our  leue 
So  l^af  I  wiste  I  schulde  ^ou  nought*  greue  / 
I  wolde  deme  paV  ^e  telle  schulde 

A  tale  next*  if*  so  were  p&if  ^e  wolde  1640 

Now  wole  ^e  fouche  sauf*  my  lady  deere  / 
Gladly  quo])  sche  and  sayde  in  |)is  manere 
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[No  gape  between  the  stanzas.'] 

,  Here  begynnetli  fe  tale  of  Alma  redemptoris 
fe  prioresses  Tale.    H  Vrologe 

OiT  Domine  domint^s  nosier 
lord  oure  lord  Jin  name  how  meraeilous 
Is  in  fis  large  word  y-spredde  quod  she 
fFor  noaghf  only  fyn  laud  precious 

Parfoumed  is  by  men  of  dignite  1646 

But*  by  fe  moutfi  of  children  fin  bounte 
Farformed  is  for  on  oure  bresf  soukynge 
Som  tyme  schewen  fey  fin  heryynge  1649 

IF  Wherfore  in  laude  as  I  can  besf  or  may 

Of  f  e  and  of  f  e  white  lyly  flour 

Which  f  af  f  e  bar  and  is  a  mayde  alwey 

To  telle  a  story  I  wol  don  my  labour  1653 

Nought*  f  af  I  may  encrece  hire  honour 

fFor  sche  hircself  is  honour  and  f erto  roots  / 

Of  bounte  next*  hire  sone  of  soules  boots  1656 

IT  0  mooder  mayde  0  mayde  moder  fre 

O  busch  vnbrenf  brennyng*  in  moyses  sight* 

That*  rauyschef  doun  fro  f  e  deytele 

f urgh  fin  humbles  f e  gost*  fat*  in  f e  alight*  1 660 

Of  whos  vertu  whan  he  in  fin  herte  alight* 

Conceyued  was  f  e  fadres  sapience 

Help  me  to  telle  if  in  fin  reuerence  1663 

IT  Lady  fin  bounte  and  fin  magnificence 

fin  vertu  and  fin  gref  humilite 

Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  in  no  science 

ffor  som  tyme  lady  er  men  preye  to  fe  1667 

f ou  gosf  bifom  and  fin  benignite 

And  getesf  vs  to  lighf  f urgh  fin  prayere 

To  gyden  vs  vnto  fin  sone  so  clere  ^\mt  tit] 
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My  coimyiig*  is  to  wayk*  o  blisfdl  queene 

ffor  to  declare  ^in  grete  worjyinesse 

Thaf  I  ne  may  ))e  weighte  nong&f  susteene  / 

Buf  as  a  cbilde  of  xij  monthe  elde  or  lesse  1674 

Thaf  can  ynnejies  any  word  expresse  / 

Bigbt*  so  faxe  I  and  perfom  I  ^ou  preye 

Gjdep  my  song*  ]»it*  I  scbal  of  jon  seye  1677 


[THE  TALE.] 

Ther  was  in  a  cite  in  a  gref  cite 
Amonges  cristen  f olt  and  lewerye 
Susteyned  by  a  lord  of  ^f  cuntre 
ffor  foule  Ysure  and  lucre  of  vilanye  1681 

hatful  to  ciisf  and  to  his  companye 
And  fnirgh  ^e  strete  men  mighte  ryde  or  wende 
ffor  it*  was  fre  and  open  af  eueiy  ende  1684 

A  lytel  scole  of  cristen  folk*  ))er  stood 

Doun  af  pe  fur]>er  ende  in  which  per  were 

Children  an  heepe  y-come  of  cristes  blood 

Thaf  lered  in  j)af  scole  jere  by  jeere  1688 

Such  maner  doctrine  as  men  vsed  ]>ere 

This  is  to  say  to  syngen  and  to  rede 

As  smale  children  don  in  here  childhede  1691 

Among*  ])is  children  was  a  wydewes  sone 

A  litel  clergoun  yij  3er  of  age 

Thaf  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone  / 

And  eek*  also  wher  he  saugh  the  ymage  /  1695 

Of  cristes  mooder  hadde  he  in  vsage 

As  him  was  taughf  to  knele  a  doun  and  seye 

his  aue  marie  as  he  go]>  by  pe  weye  1698 
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Thus  haj)  jjis  wydewe  hire  litel  child  y-taujf 

Oure  blisfril  lady  cristes  mooder  deeie  / 

To  worschipe  ay  and  he  foi^t*  it*  noughf 

£fbr  sely  child  wol  alday  sone  lere  1702 

But*  ay  whan  I  rememhre  me  on  ^is  matere 

Seynf  Nicholas  stanf  euer  in  my  presence 

£for  he  so  ^onge  to  crisf  dede  renerence  1705 

IT  This  child  his  litel  book<  lemynge  Dm^  ns.  bade] 

As  he  sat*  in  ]>e  scole  at*  his  primere 

he  alma  redemptoris  herde  synge  / 

As  children  lemed  here  antiphoner  1709 

And  as  he  duiste  he  drongh  him  ner  and  neer 

And  herkned  ay  ])e  wordes  and  J^e  noote  / 

Til  he  fe  firste  vers  con]}e  al  by  roote  /  1712 

Noujt*  wiste  he  what*  J>e  latyn  was  to  say 

ffor  he  so  ^ong*  and  tender  was  of*  age  / 

But*  on  a  day  his  felawe  gan  he  preye 

To  ezpounen  him  pis  song*  in  his  langage  /  1716 

Or  tellen  him  why  ))is  song*  was  in  vsage  / 

This  preyde  he  him  to  construe  and  declare  / 

flful  ofte  tyme  vpon  his  knees  bare  /  1719 

his  felawe  which  ))af  elder  was  pan  he 

Answerde  him  pus  pis  song*  I  haue  herd  say 

Was  maked  of*  oure  bUsf ul  lady  fre 

hire  to  salue  and  eeke  hire  for  to  pray  1723 

To  ben  oure  helpe  and  socour  whan  we  deye 

I  can  no  more  ezpounde  in  pis  matiere 

I  leme  song*  I  can  but*  smale  gramere  /  1726 

IT  And  is  pis  song*  ymade  in  reuerence 

0^  distes  mooder  sayde  pis  Innocent 

Now  certes  I  wol  don  my  diligence 

To  konne  it*  er  Cristemas  be  went*  1730 
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]»ougfi  ]yat*  I  for  my  prymer  Bchal  be  schent 

And  scbal  [be]  beten  Juries  in  an  bouxe 

I  wol  if  konne  ouie  lady  to  bonouie  1733 

IT  bis  felawe  taught*  bim  bomward  prynyly 

firo  day  to  day  til  be  cou]>e  it  by  roote 

And  yeime  be  8ang<  if  wel  and  boldely 

firo  word  to  word  acoidyng*  to  ^e  note  /  1737 

]»ries  on  a  day  if  passe])  ))nrgb  bis  ])rote  / 

To  scoleward  and  bomward  wban  be  wenf 

On  ciistes  moder  sette  was  bis  entent/  1740 

As  I  baue  sayde  J^urgbouf  pe  lewerie 

Tbis  litel  cbilde  as  be  came  to  and  fro  n^f  iu] 

fful  meryly  ])en  wolde  be  synge  and  crye  / 

On  ahna  redemptoris  euermo  1744 

Tbe  swetnes  h&p  bis  berte  perced  so 

Of  cristes  mooder  ])af  to  bure  to  preye 

He  can  nougbf  stynte  of"  syngynge  by  pe  weye  /        1747 

IF  Oore  firste  foo  J^e  serpenf  Satbanas 

Tbaf  ba])  in  lewes  bis  waspes  neste 

Tp  swalle  and  sayde  0  Ebrayke  poeple  alias  / 

Is  piB  a  ping*  to  30U  pa,V  is  boneste  /  1751 

)iaf  sucbe  a  boy  scbal  walken  as  bim  leste  / 

In  joure  despite  and  syngen  of*  sucb  sentence 

Wbicb  is  a^ein  onre  lawes  reuerence  /  1754 

f  fiEro  ])ennes  fortb  pe  lewes  ban  conspired 

This  Innocenf  ouf  of  pia  world  to  cbace 

In  bomicidie  ))er-to  ban  ]>ey  byred 

])af  in  an  aley  bad  a  pryue  place  1758 

And  as  ]>e  cbilde  gan  forby  for  to  pace 

p\a  cursed  lew  bim  bente  and  beeld  faste 

And  cutte  bis  ))rote  and  in  a  putte  bim  caste  /  1761 
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IT  I  say  J>at«  in  a  wardrobe  pej  liiiii  diewe  / 

Wher  as  J^ise  lewes  purgen  entndlle 

(y  cuised  folk*  of*  Leroudes  al  newe  / 

What*  may  jonie  euyl  entenf  3011  auayle  /  1765 

Moidie  wole  out*  certain  if  wol  nouglif  fayle 

And  namely  ]?ere  honour  of*  god  schulde  sprede 

^e  blood  ouf  ayef  on  30ur  cursed  dede  1768 

IT  0  martyr  sonded  to  virginite 

Now  maystow  syngen  folwyng*  euer  in  oon 

The  white  lambe  celestial  quod  he  / 

Of*  which  J)e  grete  euat^ngelist*  seinf  lohn  1772 

In  Pathmos  wrof  which  seif  fey  faf  gon 

Byfom  |)is  lambe  and  synge  a  song*  al  newe 

fat*  neuer  fleisschly  wo7nmen  J)ey  knewe  1775 

K  fis  pore  wydewe  waytej)  al  f af  night* 

After  fia  litel  childe  but*  hom  cam  he  nou3f 

ffor  whom  as  sone  as  it*  was  dayes  light*  [leaf  tis,  bacv] 

WiJ)  face  pale  for  drede  and  busy  ))ought  1779 

Sche  ha)»  at*  scole  and  eUes  wher  him  sought* 

Til  fynally  sche  gan  so  fer  aspye 

]>af  he  was  seyn  last*  in  fe  lewerye  1782 

IF  With  moodres  pyte  in  hire  brest*  enclosed 

Sche  go]y  as  )»ough  sche  were  half*  out*  of*  mynde  / 

To  euery  place  where  sche  ha]>  supposed 

By  lyklyhede  hire  childe  for  to  fynde  1786 

And  euer  on  cristes  moder  meke  and  k3mde 

Sche  cryed  and  at*  ])e  laste  )»us  sche  wrought* 

Among*  pe  cursed  lewes  sche  him  sought*  1789 

Sche  fre3me))  and  sche  preye])  pitously 

To  euery  lewe  ^t*  dwelt*  in  pilkQ  place 

To  telle  hire  if*  hire  child  went*  hem  by 

They  sayden  nay  but*  ihesus'^  of*  his  grace     ['  MS  ihc«] 
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Jaf'  in  hire  |}ougBf  wi]>-in  a  litel  space 

])af  in  ^at*  place  after  hire  sone  sche  cryede 

per  he  was  caste  in  a  putte  besyde  1796 

f  0  grete  lord  Jaf  'parfonaed  J)in  laude 

By  mou)»  of"  Innocence  lo  here  J>y  might* 

This  gemme  of  chastite  ^is  Emeraude 

And  eek<  of*  martirdome  pQ  ruby  brighf  1800 

J>er  he  wif  J^rote  y-korue  lay  vpright* 

he  alma  redemptoris  gan  to  synge 

So  loude  J^af  al  ]>e  place  gan  to  lynge  1803 

IF  The  cristen  folk"  f af  furgh  pe  strete  went 

In  comen  for  to  wondren  on  fis  fing 

And  hastely  ])ey  for  ]>e  pronost*  sent 

he  came  anon  wipouten  eny  taiyyng*  1807 

And  herie])  cnsf  ])af  is  of*  henen  king* 

And  eek*  his  mooder  honour  of*  mankynde 

And  after  ])at*  J^e  lewes  let*  he  bynde  1810 

This  childe  wip  pitous  lamentaciofi 

vp  taken  syngyng*  his  song*  alway 

And  with  honour  and  gret  procession  / 

They  carien  him  to  pe  next*  abbay  PMr2u] 

his  moder  swownyng*  by  pe  here  lay 

vnnepes  mighte  pe  poeple  )>at*  was  ])ere 

This  newe  rachel  bringe  &o  his  here  1817 

"Wip  torment*  and  with  echameful  de]y  ilkon 

This  prouost*  doj)  pis  lewes  for  to  sterue 

That*  of*  pis  moerdre  wiste  and  pat*  anon 

he  nolde  non  such  cursednesse  obserue  /  1821 

Euel  schal  haue  pat*  euel  wol  deserue 

perfore  with  wilde  hors  he  dede  him  drawo 

And  after  pat*  he  hynge  him  by  pe  lawe  1824 
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f  Vpon  f  is  beere  ay  lij>  Jis  Innocenf 

Bifom  ye  chief'  auter  whiles  masse  last* 

And  after  |»af  ^e  abbot*/  wij)  his  couent 

hadde  spedde  him  for  to  buiye  him  als  fast  1828 

And  whan  ^ej  halywater  on  him  cast* 

3it*  spak*  ^e  child  when  spreynt*  was  ^e  holy  water 

And  sang*  0  ahna  ledemptoiis  mater  1831 

IF  This  abbot*  which  ^at*  was  an  holy  man 

As  monkes  ben  or  elles  oughten  to  ^  be  [}  f  to  later} 

This  3onge  childe  to  coniure  he  bigan 

And  SByde  0  deere  childe  I  hailse  ])e  1835 

By  vertu  of*  pe  holy  trinite 

Telle  me  what*  is  ]>y  cause  for  to  synge 

Si^enes  ^at*  ^y  ^rote  is  kutte  at  my  semynge  1838 

IT  My  ]yrote  is  cutte  vnto  my  nekke  bon    . 

Sayde  ^is  childe  and  as  by  way  of*  kynde 

I  schulde  haue  deyed  30  long*  tyme  agon 

Bat*  ihesu  crist*  as  30  in  bookes  fynde  1842 

Wol  ^af  his  glorie  laste  and  be  in  mynde 

And  for  ^e  worschipe  of*  his  moder  deere  / 

3ef  may  I  synge  0  alma  lowde  and  cloeie  1845 

IF  This  welle  of*  mercy  crystes  mooder  swete 

I  loued  alwey  as  after  my  konnyng* 

And  whan  ]>at*  I  my  lyff*  schulde  lete 

To  me  sche  cam  and  bad  me  for  to  synge  1840 

This  anteme  yerraily  in  my  mynde  deynge  [i«»r  214,  Uck] 

as  je  haue  herd  and  when  f&V  I  hadde  songe 

Me  )»ought*  sche  leyde  a  greyn  ypon  my  tonge  /  1852 

K  Wherfore  I  synge  and  synge  moot*  certein 

In  honour  of*  pe  blisful  martir  fie 

Til  of*  my  tonge  of*  taken  is  fe  greyn 

And  after  ])at*  sayde  sche  ^us  to  me  185G 
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My  litel  childe  now  wol  I  fecclie  ))e 

Whan  ])af  ])y  giein  is  fro  py  tonge  y-take 

Be  noug&f  a-gasf  I  wol  fe  noug&f  forsake  1859 

IF  fiB  holy  monk*  fia  abbot*  him  mene  I 

his  tunge  out*  caught*  /  and  took*  awey  ^e  greyn 

And  he  ^af*  np  )>e  gost*  fol  softely 

And  when  fia  abbot  /  hadde  fis  wonder  seyn  1863 

his  salte  teeres  stiyked  donn  as  reyn 

And  gruff*  he  fell  al  plat*  vnto  fQ  grounde 

And  stille  he  lay  as  he  hadde  ben  y-bounde  /  1866 

If  J>e  couenf  eek*  lay  vppon  J>e  pauymenf 

Wepyng*  and  herying*  cristes  moder  deere 

And  after  ]>at*  ])ay  ryse  and  for  ben  went* 

And  toke  awey  fla  martir  fro  his  here  /  1870 

And  in  a  tombeof*  marbifi  stones  clere 

Enclosen  ^ey  his  litel  body  swete 

Ther  he  is  now  god  leue  vs  for  to  mete  1873 

IT  0  3onge  hewe  of"  lincolle  slayn  also 

Wif  cursed  lewes  as  it*  is  notable 

ffor  if  nys  but*  a  litel  while  ago 

Preye  eek*  for  vs  we  synful  folk*  vnstable  1877 

That*  of*  his  mercy  god  so  merciable 

On  vs  his  grete  mercy  multiplye 

ffor  reuerence  of*  his  mooder  marie    AmeN    IT  Explicit*// 
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«  m  7  Jian  seyde  was  pia  tale  euerj  man 
Wl     As  sober  was  ]»at*  wonder  was  to  se 
ft       Til  faf  owre  Oste  lape  po  bygan 

And  |ienne  af  erst*  he  loked  ypon  me        IT  Cbauceie 

And  sayde  pnB  what*  man  art*  fou  quod  he 

Thou  lokest*  as  ^u  woldesf  fynde  an  hare  /  [leftrziB] 

ffor  ener  vpon  ye  ground  I  se  ])e  stare  1887 

Approche  ner  and  loke  meryly 

Now  ware  )oa  sires  and  let*  )is  man  han  place 

he  in  ^  waste  is  schapen  as  wel  as  I 

This  were  a  popef  in  armes  to  embrace  1891 

ffor  any  womman  smal  and  fair  of<  face 

he  seme])  eluyssch  by  his  contynaunce 

ffor  vnto  no  wighf  do))  he  dalyaunce  1894 

Say  now  somwhaf  sej^ins  o^r  folk*  han  sayd 

Telle  TS  a  tale  of*  mer^  and  paif  anon 

Oste  quod  I  ne  be  nought*  yuel  a-payde 

ffor  0^  tale  certes  can  I  non  1898 

Bat*  of*  a  Byme  I  lemed  longe  agon 

}e  ^a1^  is  good  qfwd  he  schuln  we  here 

Som  deynte  piog  me  ^inke^  by  his  cheers .  1901 
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[No  gaps  bettoeen  Uie  stanzas  in  the  M&Ji 


i[  Here  bygynneih  ^e  tale  of>  Chancer  of^  sire  Thopas 

Ca' 


[Ffjtte  /.] 

LEstene])  lordes  in  good  entenf 
And  I  wol  telle  yerrament* 
Of  miracle  and  solace  1904 

Al  of*  a  knighf  was  &yr  and  gent* 
In  bataille  and  in  tomament* 
His  name  was  sire  Thopace  1907 

I-bom  he  was  in  feixe  cuntie 

In  £Qaundres  al  be^onde  fe  se 

Af  poperyng*  in  fe  place-  "  1910 

his  fader  was  a  man  ful  fre 

And  lord  he  was  of  ^at*  contre 

As  if  was  goddes  grace  1913 

Sire  Thopas  was  a  donghtj  swayn 

Why t*  was  his  face  as  Payndemayn 

his  lyppes  reed  as  Rose  1916 

Ids  robe  is  like  Scarlet*  en  grayn 

And  I  30a  telle  in  good  certayn 

he  hadde  a  semel  j  nose  1919 


lus  herd  his  heer  was  lik*  safiioun 

That*  to  his  gnrdel  stranght*  a-doun 

Hear  215,  back] 

his  Bchoon  of*  Gordewayne  / 

1922 

Of  Brages  weie  his  hosen  broun 

his  robe  was  of  Ciclatoun 

That*  costs  many  a  layne 

1925 
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he  Qoupe  hunte  at*  wylde  deer 

And  Kyde  an  haukynge  by  ye  ryuer 

Wi)>  gray  goshauk*  on  honde  1928 

Ther  to  he  was  a  good  archer 

Of*  wrastlyngf  was  ^r  non  his  peer 

Ther  any  man  schulde  stonde  1931 

fful  many  a  mayde  bright*  in  boar 

They  moume  for  him  paramour 

When  J)ey  were  bet*  to  slepe  1934 

But*  he  was  chaste  and  no  lecchour 

And  swete  as  is  pe  bremble  flour 

^at^  bere]>  fe  rode  hepe  1937 

IT  And  so  byfeH  ypon  a  day 

ffor  so]>e  as  I  30U  telle  may        ^ 

Sire  Thopas  wolde  out*  ryde  1940 

he  wor]>e  ypon  his  steede  gray 

And  in  his  hands  a  launcegay 

A  long*  swerd  by  his  syde  1943 

he  prike|)  ^urgh  a  fair  forest* 

Ther  Inne  is  many  a  wilde  beest* 

3e  hoye  bucke  and  hare  194G 

And  as  he  prike]^  north  and  Est* 

I  telle  30U  him  hadde  almest* 

Betydde  a  sory  care  1949 

Ther  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale 

The  lycoris  and  pe  Setuale 

And  many  a  dowe  Gylofre  1952 

And  notemuges  to  put*  in  ale 

Whe))er  if  be  moysf  or  stale 

Or  for  to  leye  in  Coffire  1 955 
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The  biiddes  syngen  if  is  noujt*  nay 

The  sperhauk*  and  ye  popyngay  ])eattis] 

That*  loye  if  was  to  heere  /  1958 

The  ]»iostilkok  made  eek*  his  lay 

The  woode  dowfe  vpon  fe  spray 

Sche  sang*  fill  loude  and  cleere  1961 

8ire  Thopas  fdS  in  lone  longyng* 

And  whan  he  herde  pe  ])rastel  syng* 

And  piiked  as  he  were  wood  1964 

his  fedie  steede  in  his  prikynge 

So  swette  paf  men  might  him  wiynge 

his  sydes  were  al  blood  1967 

Syre  Thopas  eek*  so  wery  was 

fibr  prykyng*  on  ^e  softe  gras 

So  fers  was  his  corage  1970 

Thaf  doun  he  leyde  him  in  ))af  place 

To  maken  his  steede  som  solace 

ffor  he  was  so  sauage  1973 

O  seynf  mary  benedicite 

Whaf  ejlep  piB  lone  af  me 

To  bynde  me  so  sore  1976 

Me  dremed  al  ph  nighf  parde 

An  elf*  queen  schal  my  lemman  be 

And  slepe  vnder  my  gore  1979 

An  Elf*  queene  wol  I  loue  y  wys 

ffor  in  pis  worlde  no  man  is 

WorJ^y  to  be  my  make  1982 

in  tonne 
Afi  o]nre  wommen  I  forsake 
And  to  an  elf*  queen  I  me  bytake 
By  dale  and  eek*  by  downe  1986 
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In  to  hid  sadel  he  cam  anon 

And  prikejy  oner  stile  and  ston 

And  elf  queene  for  to  aspie  1 989 

Til  he  so  longe  h&p  ryden  and  gon 

That*  he  fond  in  a  priue  wbon 

The  cnntre  of  feyrye  1992 

IT  So  wylde 
ffor  in  |)af  cnntre  nas  ]>er  non  -    pMrns^back] 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,^ 

Neyjer  wyf  ne  childe  /  1996 


Til  him  ]>er  cam  a  loly  geaunf 

his  name  was  cleped  sire  Olyphaunt 

A  perilous  man  ot  dede  1999 

he  seyde  child  by  Termagaunt 

But*  if  ^ou  prike  onf  of  myn  haunt' 

Anon  I  slee  ]»in  steede  2002 

IT  WiJ>  mace 
here  is  ^e  queene  of  fayerye 
Wi)»  harpe  and  pype  and  Synphonye 
dwellynge  in  \iia  place  /  2006 


The  childe  seyde  so  mote  I  ]>e 

To  mome  wol  I  meeten  ^e 

When  I  haue  myn  armure  2009 

And  3if  I  hope  par  ma  fay 

That*  ^u  schalt!  wi)»  ^is  launcelay 

Abeyen  it»  ful  sore  2012 

IT  ])urgh  \im&  mawe  / 
Schal  I  perce  if  I  may 
Or  if  be  ftdly  pryme  day 
£for  heere  ))0U  schalf  be  slawe  /  2016 
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Sire  Thopas  drow  a  bak*  ful  faste 

f]a  geaunf  af  him  stones  caste  / 

Out!  of«  a  felle  staf^  slynge  2019 

But*  faire  askape])  child  Thopas 

And  al  iti  was  fxngh  goddes  gras 

And  )>aTgh  his  faire  berynge  2022 

3it*  lestene]^  lordes  to  my  tale/ 

Morier  ]>en  pe  nightyngale 

ffor  now  I  wole  jou  roone  /  2025 

how  siie  Thopas  with  sydes  smale  / 

Piykyng<  oner  downe  and  dale  / 

Is  come  a^ain  to  tonne  2028 

his  mery  men  comaunded  he  / 

To  maken  him  bo^e  game  and  glee 

ffor  needes  moste  he  figllf  2031 

Wi^  0  geaunf  with  hedes  ])re 

ffor  paramour  and  lolyte   •  [00  boek  to  i^^r  tio 

Of*  on  paif  schon  M  brighf  2034 

Do  come  he  seyde  myne  menstrales 

And  gestours  for  to  telle  ts  tales  / 

Anon  in  myn  armyng*  2037 

Of!  Romances  ])at<  ben  realles  / 

Of*  popes  and  of  CardynaUes  / 

And  eek*  of*  lone  lykyng*  2040 

They  fette  him  feisf  pe  ^  swete  wyn  p  wroaoi^  d«utd  MNi«rj 

wm  u  tittm- mvma,    V.Of  gyngtbwed  ^Ot  WM  f . .] 

no  gap  in  the  MS,"] 

And  lycoryus  and  eek*  comyn 

Wi^  Sucre  ])at*  is  trye  2046 
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He  dede  next*  his  white  leere 

Of*  clo]>  ofi  lake  fyn  and  clere 

A  breche  and  eek<  a  scherte  2049 

And  next*  his  scherte  an  aketoun) 

And  ouer  p&V  an  hahergoon 

ifor  persyng*  of*  his  herte  2052 

And  ouer  J>at*  a  fyn  hauberk*/ 

Was  al  y-wrought*  of*  lewes  werk» 

£ful  strong*  it*  was  of*  plate  2055 

And  ouer  ^at*  his  cote  armure  / 

As  whyt*  as  is  a  lyly  flour 

In  which  he  wole  debate^  '    2058 

his  schelde  was  al  of^  gold  so  red 

And  ))er  Inne  was  a  boores  heed 

A  charbokil  him  ^  besyde  J^Jt^  SSi]  ^06 1 

And~]>er  he  swore  on  ale  and  breed 

That*  ]>e  geaunt*  schulde  be  deed 

betyde  what*  betyde  2064 

his  lambes  were  of*  quyrboyly 

his  swerdes  sche]>e  of*  yuory 

his  helme  of*  latoun  bright*  2067 

his  sadel  was  of*  ruel  bon 

his  bridel  as  fe  sonne  schon 

Or  as  ^e  mone  so  light*  2070 

his  spere  was  of*  fyn  Cypres 

That*  bede]»  werre  and  no  ])ing*  pees  [baoet^utfr^xv} 

The  heed  fill  scharpe  y*grounde  2073 

his  steede  was  al  dappel  gray 

It*  go]>  an  ambel  by  fe  way 

fful  aoftely  and  rounde  2076 
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In  londe 
Lo  lordes  myne  lieere^  a  fytte        p yt,»arf «■  Ay aMtrhamt} 
If!  je  wole  eny  more  of*  hitte 
To  telle  if  wol  I  fonde  2080 


[Fi/He  IL] 

Now  halde  ^oure  moujre  par  charite 

Bo^e  knig&t'  and  lady  fie 

And  lierkne]^  to  my  spelle  2083 

Of  bataile  and  of  chinaliy 

And  of*  ladyes  lone  drery 

Anon  I  wol  30U  telle  '  '        2086 

Men  speke  of*  Bomance  of  prys 

Of  horn  child  and  of  ypotys 

Of  Benys  and  sire  Gy  2U8I1 

Of  sire  libeus  and  pleyndamour 

Buf  sire  Thopas  he  beiep  ]>e  flour 

Of  real  chiuaby  2092 

his  goode  steed  al  he  hestrod 

And  forji  upon  his  way  he  glod 

As  sparcles  ouf  of  fe  hronde  2US^5 

vpon  his  cresf  he  bar  a  tour 

And  ]>er  Inne  styked  a  lily  flour 

God  schilde  his  corps  fro  schonde  2098 

And  for  he  was  a  knighf  aunterous 

he  nolde  slepen  in  non  hous 

Buf  liggen  in  his  hood  2IU1 

his  brighte  helme  was  his  wanger 

And  by  him  bayte]i  his  destrer 

Of  herbes  fyne  and  goode  2104 

CORPUS  484   (6-T.  197) 


SIX-TEXT   198 

GROUP  B.    §  8.    SIR  THOPAs.    Coipus  MS. 


....    no  gap  in  the  MS.I  2108 
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n^'T'O  more  of  fia  for  goddes  dignite  [oa  intf no,  tuteti 

\     QuoJ)  ouie  hoste  for  ]>oa  makesf  me 
-L  1    So  wery  of  f y  lewednes 

That*  also  wisly  god  me  bles  2112 

Myn  eies  ake  of  ^in  darsty  speche  c^  m  co  lettftni 

Kow  such,  a  lymere  pe  deuel  y  beteclie 
This  may  be  wel  lym  dogeieli  quod  he 
Why  so  quod  I  why  wilt*  fon  lette  me  2116 

More  of  my  tale  ^an  axioper  man 
Sejyens  it*  is  ]»e  beste  Kym  I  can 
By  god  quod  he  pleynly  I  fe  say 

)>ou  schalt*  no  lenger  rymen  heere  to  day  2120 

Thow  dosf  nought*  elles  but*  dispendesf  tyme 
Sire  at*  0  word  ^ou  schalf  no  lengere  ryme 
Let*  se  whej^er  ])ou  canst*  telle  ought*  in  geste 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhaf  at*  fe  leste  2124 

In  which  pev  be  som  mer]>e  and  som  doctrine 
Gladly  quod  I  by  goddes  swete  pyne 
I  wol  30U  telle  a  Htel  ping*  in  prose 

])af  oughte  like  30U  as  I  suppose  /  2128 

Or  elles  certeyn  ^e  ben  to  daungerous 
It^  is  a  moral  tale  yertuous 
Al  be  it*  tolde  somtyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk*  as  I  schal  30U  deuyse  2132 

As  ^us  je  wote  eueiy  euaungeliste 
That*  telle])  vs  of  ihe^u  criste 
Ne  sai]>  noujt*  al  ^ing*  as  his  felawe  do]) 
But*  natheles  here  sentence  is  al  so])  2136 

And  aH  acorden  as  in  here  sentence 
Al  be  ))er  in  here  tellyng*  difference 
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ffoT  some  of*  hem  seyn  more  and  some  lesse 

Whan  fej  his  pytous  passioun  expresse  2140 

I  mene  of  mark*  matheu  lake  and  lohn 

But*  douteles  here  sentence  is  al  on 

Theifore  lordinges  ati  I  90U  beseche 

Ifi  ))at*  30  ]»inke  I  yarie  in  my  speche  2144 

As  ^us  it  paif  I  telle  somwhat*  more 

Of*  prouerbis  ^en  30  haue  herd  byfoie 

Comprehendif  in  pis  litel  tretis  heere 

To  enforce  with  ^ffecte  of  my  matieie  2148 

And  >ongh  I  nadde»  J)e  same  woides  saye  ^  Jgf^I  Jli^JtLi] 

As  je  ban  heid  jif  to  alle  30U  I  praye 

Blame)»  me  noughts  for  as  in  my  sentence 

3e  schal  nought*  fynde  mochil  difference  /  2152 

ffro  J^e  sentence  of*  Je  tretys  lyyte  *    p  ute  <«  a  laur  kauO] 

After  pe  which  piB  meiy  tale  I  wryte 

And*  herkene  whaf  I  schal  seye  ^*^*S»X'^a^A!Sj'* 

And  let*  me  telle  my  tale  I  3011  preye  /  2156 
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[Corpus  MS,  on  leaf  217,  back,} 

Here    hjgjrmef    Chanceres    tale    of    Melibe    and 
his  wyf*  Pmdence  and  his  doughtet*  Sapience 

[2IS7] 

A^ong  man  whilom  called  Melibe  mighty  &  riche 
bigate  ypon  his  "wyf*  jMif  called  was  Prudence .  a 
doughter  which  )»af  cleped  was  Sapience 
[2 1 58]  IT  ypon  a  day  felle  ])af  he  for  his  disporte 
is  wenf  iaiofe  feeldes  him  to  pleye  [2 1 59]  his  wyf* 
and  eek*  his  doughter  haj»  he  lefte  wij^ione  his  hous 
of  which  pe  dores  weren  faste  schette .  [2160]  ffoure  of  his 
olde  foos  ban  it  aspyed .  and  setten  ladderes  to  ^e  walles 
of  his  hous  and  by  fe  wyndowes  ben  y-entred  [2 161]  IT  and 
beeten  his  wyf  and  wounded  his  doughter  with  fyue 
mortaille  woundes  in  .y.  sondiy  places.  [2162]  ^is  is  to 
say  in  hire  feet*  in  hire  hand,  in  hire  eeres  in  hire 
nose  in  hire  mou]»  ^  and  laften  hire  for  deed  and 
wenten  here  wey 

[2163]  IT  When  Melibet^^  retoumed  was  a^ein  in-til  his 
hous  and  sawe  al  )>is  meschief  IF  he  y-like  a  mad  man 
rendyngi  his  clo])es  gan  to  weepe  and  crye 

[2164]  IT  Prudence  his  wyf  as  ferforf  as  sche  dorste 
bysoughf  himof  his  weepyngifor  tostynte  [2 165]  IT  but  nou3t» 
foT-fj  he  gan  to  wepe  and  crye  euer  lenger  pe  more 

[2166]  IT  This  noble  wyf  prudence  remembred  hire 
on  ^e  sentence  of  Ovide  in  his  bok*  J^af  cleped  ia  pQ 
remedy  of  loue  where  he  saip  [2167]  he  is  a  fool 
^af  distourbejy  pe  mooder  for  to  wepe  in  j^e  dep  of  hire 
childe  til  sche  haue  wepte  hire  fille  as  for  a  certein  tyme 
[2168]  Then  schal  man  don  his  diligence  -with 
amyable  wordes  hire  to  comforte  and  to  p?vye  hire  of 
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hire  wepyng*  for  to  stynte  [2169]  IT  fifor  whicB  lesoun  )>i8 
noble  prudence  suffired  hire  housbond  for  to  weepe 
and  crye  as  for  a  certeyn  space  [2 1 70]  IT  And  when  sche 
saug^  hire  tyme  sche  seyde  him  in  pia  wyse  IT  Alias  my 
lord  quod  sche  why  make  30  jonre  self*  for  to  be  ylike  a 
fool  [2 1 71]  ffor  aope  if  apertynejy  noujf  to  a  wise  man 
to  maken  such  a  sorwe  [2172]  IT  3oure  doughter  wi])  fe 
grace  ^of  god  schal  be  warisshed  and  askape  [2173]  IT  And 
alia  were  it*  so  ^af  sche  right*  now  were  deed  f  30  oughte 
nou3t<  as  for  hire  dep  30ure  self*  to  destryue  [21 74]  IF  Senek* 
aaif  fe  wiseman  schal  noi:^t*  take  to  gret*  discomfort*  for 
fe  dep  of*  his  children  [2175]  ^^^  certes  he  schidde 
suffire  if  in  pacience  as  wel  as  he  abydejy  fe  dej» 
of*  his  owen  propre  persone 

[2176]  IF  This  MeUbeus  answerde  anon  and  sayde 
IT  Whaf  man  quod  he  schulde  of*  his  wepyng*  stynte  faf 
ha^  so  gref  a  cause  for  to  weepe  [2177]  IT  Ihems  crisf 
oure  lord  himself*  wepte  for  fe  dep  of*  lazarus  his 
freend  [2178]  IT  Prudens  answerde  IT  certes  wel  I  woof 
artempre  weepyng*  is  nou3f  defendid  ynto  him  ^af 
sorwful  is  among*  folk*  in  sorwe  IT  Buf  if  is  ra^er  y-graunted 
him  to  wepe  [2179]  IT  The  apostel  Poule.  vnto  fe 
£omayns  write]) .  Man  schal  reioyse  wi])  hem  ^af  maken 
ioye  IT  And  weepen  wi^  suche  folk*  as  wepen  [2180]  IT  But 
])ough  a-tempre  wepynge  be  y-graunted  Outragous 
weepyng*  certes  is  defended  [2 181]  IT  Mesurable  wepyng* 
schulde  be  considered  after  pe  lore  ]?af  techeji  ts  Senek  Y8«nev 
[2182]  IT  Whan  faf  fi  freend  is  deed  lef  noughf 
fin  yen  to  moyste  ben  of*  teeres  ne  to  druye  T  -A.1 
f ough  f e  teeres  comen  of*  fin  eyen  lef  hem  nou3f  fallen 
[2183]  IT  And  whan  fou  hasf  foigon  fi  frende  I  rede  fou 
do  fy  diligence  to  gete  f e  anof ^ .  and  fis  is  more  wiser 
fan  for  to  wepe  for  f yn  freend  f e  which  f af  f ou  hasf  lore 
7  ffor  fer-in  is  no  boots  [2184]  if  And  ferfore  if*  fou 
lusf  goueme  f e  by  Sapience  i  putte  awey  sorwe  of*  3oure 
herte.  [2185]  IT  Remembref  30U  faf  Ihesus  Cyrak*  /  seif    nih^nu 
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a  man  ]>at*  is  loyous  and  glad  in  heite  hitf  him  con* 
8erae]y  florisching*  in  his  age  IF  Butf*  soj^ly  sorwful  herte 
make])    bis   bones    dryne    [2186]    IT   be    aalp   eek   ^os 

YSaIomob  V  |)af  sorwo  in  berte  sle];  ful  many  a  mao)  [2187]  Sa- 
lamon.  8ei]»  faif  rigbf  as  mougbtes  in  ])e  scbepes  flees 
annoye])  to  fe  dopes  and  pe  smale  wonnes  of^  pe  trees 
IT  Eigbt<  so  BJiojep  sorwe  to  pQ  berte  [2188]  IT  Wberfor© 
we  on3t  as  wel  in  ^e  de)»  of*  OMie  cbildren  as  in  ])e 
losse  of!  oure  good  baue  pacience 

IT  lob  [2189]   IT  Kemembre])  30W  ypon  ^e    pacient*    lob. 

wban  be  badde  lost*  bis  children  and  bis  tempeT^el  sab- 
stafice  /  In  bis  body  endured  and  sufi^^  many  a 
gieuous  temptacron  IT  3ef  sayde  be  ]7us  [2190]  IT  Dure 
lord  quod  be  hsip  joxie  it*  me  IF  Oore  lord  ba))  byreft*  if  me 
£igbt*  so  as  oure  lord  ba])  wolde  rigbf  so  be  it  don.  y-blessed 
be  pe  name  of  oure  lord  [2 191]  IT  To  peae  afore 
])inges  MeUbeus  answerde  to  bis  wyf*  dame  Prudence  / 
Alle  ^ine  wordes  quod  be  ben  so])e  and  ^erto  pro- 
ffitable  IF  Buf  trewly  myn  berte  is  troubled  wif  fis  sorwe 
so  greuously  ^af  I  nof  wbaf  to  done  [2192]  If  lef  calle 
quod  Prudence  ^in  trewe  frendes  alia  and  ])in  lynage 
wbicbe  ))af  ben  wise  Telle  bem  pjn.  [caas]  ^  and  berkne  wbaf 
Jay  say  in  counseillynge  and  30U  gouemetb  per  after  bere 
sentence  [2193]  Salomon  asAp  werk*  aUe  ])ing*  by  counseil 
and  ]k)u  scbalf  neuer  repente  pQ 

[2 194]  IF  Tbenne  by  pe  counseil  of*  bis  wyf*  dame  Pru- 
dence f  MelibetM  lef  callen  a  gref  congregaciofi  of  folk* 

[2195]     [. 9w  gap]     olde  and  ^onge  and 

some  of*  bis  olde  enemys  reconsiled  as  by  bere  semblafit 
in  to  bis  loue  and  in  to.  bis  grace  [2196]  IF  And  per-wip-sl 
per  come  somme  of  bis  olde  neygbeboi^rs  and  ]}af  deden  bim 
leuerence  more  for  drede  Jan  for  loue  as  if  bappe]) 
ofte  [2197]  IF  Tber  comej  also  ful  many  subtile  flaterera 
and  wyse  aduocatis  lemed  in  J,e  lawe 

[2198]  And  wban  Jis  folk  /  togidre  assembled  were  f 
Tbis  Melibe2<«  in  sorwful  wise  scbewed  bem  Jia  caas 
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[2199]  IT  And  by  Je  manere  of"  fis  speche  he  bar 
in  his  herte  a  cruel  yre  redy  to  don  venge- 
aunce  ypon  his  foos  And  sodeynly  desired  })at*  pe 
werre  schulde  begynne  [2200]  IF  But*  na])eles  jif  asked  he 
here  counseil  vpon  f\a  matera  [2201]  A  Sui^en  by 
licence  and  assenf  of*  suche  as  were  wyse  vp  ros  yn- 
to  Melibeus  and  sayde  as  ^q  may  heere 

[2202]  Sire  quod  he  as  to  ys  surgiens  aperteyne}) 
to  eu^ry  wight*  fe  beste  ])af  we  can  were  as 
we  ben  wiJ)holde  ^  And  to  oure  paciences  ]>af  we  do  no 
damages  [2203]  Jierfore  it  happe))  many  tymes  and  ofte 
})af  when  tuo  men  haue  euerich  wounded  ofer  0 
same  Surgien  hele])  hem  bo})e  [2204]  IT  Wherfore  vnto 
oure  art*  if  nys  nou jt*  pe^iynent*  to  norische  werre  ne  parties 
to  supporte  [2205]  IF  But*  certes  as  to  ]7e  warisshyng*  of* 
jour  dought^r  be  if  so  ])af  sche  is  perilously 
wounded  f  we  schulde  do  so  ententy^y  busynes  fro  day  to 
nighf  ])af  vrip  fe  grace  of*  god  sche  schal  be  sound  and 
hool  as  sone  as  if  is  possible  [2206]  IT  AMe  men 
in  )»is  same  wyse  answerden  and  pe  Phisiciens .  saue  ))af 
fay  sayden  a  fewe  wordes  more  [2207]  faf  righf 
as  maladies  ben  heled  by  j^e  contraries  Eighf  so  schal 
men  warissche  werre  by  vcngaunce  [2208]  his  neyghe- 
burs  fulld  of*  enuye  his  feynede  freendes  ]>af  semed 
leconsiled  his  flaterers  [2209]  maden  sembla7/nt 
of*  wepyng*  eupeyred  and  engreggod  meche  of"  his 
matiere  in  preysynge  igretly  Melibeus  of*  mighf  of*  power 
of*  riches  and  of*  frendes  despysynge  fe  power  of*  his 
aduersaries  [2210]  and  sayden  outrely  faf  he  anon) 
schulde  awreken  him  on  his  enemys  and  begynne  werre 

[2211]  IT  Vp  ros  )>anne  an  aduokef  faf  was  wys  and 
sayde  by  leue  and  by  counseil  of*  opeve  f  af  were  wyse  IT  And 
sayde  [2212]  lordynges  the  neede  for  J>e  which  we  ben)  as- 
sembled in  pia  place  is  a  f  ul  heuy  ))ing*  and  an  heigh  matiere 
[2213]  by  cause  of  Je  wrong*  and  of*  pe  wikkednesse  faf 
h&p  ben  don  and  eeke  by  resouri)  of*  j)e  grete  damage  / 
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in  tyme  comynge  ben  possible  to  ^falle  for  fia  same 
cause  [2214]  and  eek*  by  resoun  Of"  pe  grete  ricbesse  and 
power  of*  J>e  parties  bofe  [2215]  IF  ffor  J?e  whiche  resouns 
if  were  a  gref  perile  for  to  erren  in  fis  matierf  //  [2216] 
wberfore  melibeus  Jiis  ia  oure  sentence  we  connseile 
30U  abouen  alle  |}inges  ])af  rig^f  anon  ]>oii  do  fi 
diligence  in  kepyng*  of*  fi  propre  persone  in  suche  a 
wyse  })at  J)ou  ne  wante  none  aspye  ne  wacche  fi  body 
for  to  sane  [2  2 1 7]  IF  And  after  fat*  we  counseile  J?at  J>ou  sette 
in  Jjin  hous  suffisaunt*  garnysoun  IF  So  fat*  pej  may 
as  wel  pj  body  and  fin  hous  defende  [2218]  IF  But*  certes 
for  to  move  werre  ne  sodeinly  for  to  do  Tengeance 
IF  We  may  nou3t*  deme  in  so  litel  tyme  faf  if  were  profit- 
able [2219]  wherfore  we  ctsken  leysir  and  space  to  baue 
deliberacion  in  pis  cas  to  deme  [2220]  for  pe  commime 
pre^uerbe  saif  pus .  he .  faf  sone  demef  sone  schal 
repente  [2221]  IF  And  eek*  men  say  J)us  faf  filke  luge  is 
wys  faf  sone  vnderstandej)  a  niatiere  and  lugef  by 
leysyr  [2222]  IF  ffor  al  be  if  so  faf  all«  taryynge  be  anoyful  f 
algates  if  nys  nou3f  to  reproue  in  jeujoig*  of  luggementz  ne  in 
Tengaunce  takynge  whanne  if  is  suffisaunf  and  resonable . 
[2223]  and  faf  schewed  oure  lord  Hhesns  crisf  by  en- 
sample  IF  ffor  when  faf  pe  woynman  was  taken  in 
aduoutrye  was  broughf  in  his  presens  to  knowe  whaf 
schal  ben  don  with  hire  persone  ^  Al  be  if  so  faf  he  wiste 
wel  himself*  whaf  J>af  he  wolde  answere  1  3if  ne  wolde  he 
nou3f  answere  sodeinly  buf  he  wolde  haue  deliberacion  and 
in  fe  grounde  he  wrof  twyes  [2224]  IF  And  by  pis 
cause  we  axen  deliberacion  And  we  schullen  Jjanne  by 
pe  grace  of*  god  counseile  pe  fing^  faf  schal  be 
profitable 

[2225]  1"  Vp  sterte  fenne  pe  3onge  folk*  atones  f 
and  pe  moste  partye  of*  faf  company  haue  scorned  J?is  olde 
wise  man  and  bygonne  to  make  noyse  and  sayden 
[2226]  righf  so  IF  as  whiles  faf  yren  is  hoot  men  schuldeai 
smyte  IF  Righf  so  men  schulden  wreken  here  wronges  whiles 
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fay  ben  fireissche  and  newe  IT  And  with  lowde  voys  Jey 
cryden  werre  werre 

[2227]  yp  Tos  ]>e  on  of*  fe  olde  wise  and 
with  his  hande  he  made  a  contynaunce  ])at*  fej  schulde 
halden  hem  stille  and  3iuen  hem  audience  [2228] 
IT  lordynges  quod  he  J>er  is  M  many  a  man  faf 
crief  werre  werre  faf  wof  ful  litel  what*  f af  werre 
amounte])  [2229]  IT  werre  at*  his  bygynnyng*  h&p  so  gret* 
an  enteryng*  and  so  large  IT  That*  eucry  wight*  may  entre 
when  him  like)),  and  lightly  fynde  werre  [2230]  ^  But* 
certes  to  what*  ende  Jaf  schal  fer-of*  •bifalle  it*  nys  nou3t* 
lightly  to  knowe  [2231]  IT  whan  Jjat*  werre  is  ones 
bygonne  fer  is  ful  many  a  childe  vnborne  of*  his  moder 
]>at*  schal  sterue  jong*  by  cause  of*  J^ilke  werre  0]>er  elles 
lyue  in  sorwe  and  deye  in  wrecchednesse  [2232]  IF  And 
ferfore  er  J)af  eny  werre  be  bygonne  men  mosten  "ban 
gret*  counseil  and  good  deliberacion  [2233]  IT  And  when 
fia  olde  man  wende  to  enforcen  his  tale  by  resoii 
wel  neih  alle  at*  ones  bygonne  for  to  ryse  for  to  breken  his 
tale  /  and  beden  him  fuloften  of*  his  wordes  for  to  abregge 
[2234]  %  Sot  soJ)ly  he  fat*  prechej)  to  hem  fat*  luste 
nought*  his  wordes  ne  his  sermofl  hem  annoy ef  [2235] 
IT  ffor  Ihesua  Cirak*  saif  fat*  musyke  in  wepynge  is  ^ihenucink/ 
annoyous  f  ing*  f  us  moche  is  to  sayn  as  moche  annoyef  to 
speke  bifore  folk*  to  whiche  his  speche  annoyef  f  as  if  is 
for  to  syngen  byfom  him  fat*  wepef  [2236]  IF  And  when  fis 
wise  man  saugh  fat*  him  wantede  audience  f  al  schamfast* 
he  sette  him  doun  i^ein .  [2237]  ffor  Salomon  seif «  fer  irSftioiMn 
as  fou  mayst*  haue  non  audience  f  enforce  fe  nou^t* 
to  speke  [2238]  IT  I  se  wel  quod  fis  wyse  man  fat*  fe 
commune  prouerbe  is  sof  fat*  good  counseil  wantef . 
whan  it  is  most*  nede 

[2239]  IT  Jit*  hadde  fis  Melibeus  in  his  counseilk  many 
folk*  fat*  priuely  in  his  eere  counseled  him  certein  f ing* . 
and  counseilled  him  f  e  contrary  in  general  audience 

[2240]  %  When  Melibeus  hadde  herd  fat*  fe  gretteste 
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party  of*  his  counseil  were  acorded  |)at*  he  schulde  make 
werre  i  anon  he  consentede  to  here  counseilyng  IT  and  fully 
affermed  to  here  sentence  [2241]  IF  Thannedame  Prudence 
whan  ])af  sche  saugh  how  })af  hire  housbonde  schope  him 
for  to  wreke  him  on  his  foes  and  to  hegynne  werre  IT  Sche 
in  ful  humble  wyse  whan  sche  saugh  hire  tyme  /  seyde 
him  in  J>ise  wordes  [2242]  IT  My  lord  qtwd  sche  I  jou 
beseche  as  hertely  as  I  dar  and  can  IT  Ne  haste  30U  noujf  to 
faste  IT  And  afore  alk  guerdouns  ^if*  me  audience 
[2243]  IT  fFor  Pieres  Alphons.  saij  IT  0  who  so  dof  to 
]>e  good  o)»er  hamie  haste  ^  nought*  to  quyten  hit  IF  £fbr 
in  yia  wise  py  frend  wole  abyde  and  ])in  enemy  schal 
]7e  lengere  lyue  in  drede  [2244]  IT  The  prouerbe  sai])  ])af  he 
haste]}  him  wel  ])af  wisly  can  abyde  IF  and  in  wicked  haste 
is  no  profyte 

[2  245]  IF  This  melybe  answerde  to  his  wijf«  IF  IF  Prudence 
I  purpose  nought*  quod  he  to  werke  by  pj  counseille  for 
many  causes  and  resons  ^  ffor  certes  euery  wight*  wolde 
halde  me  ))enne  a  fool  [2246]  IF  This  is  for  to  say  IF  If*  I 
for  \fj  counseillyng*  wolde  chaunge  ))inge8  Jyat'  ben 
ordeynf  and  affermed  by  so  many  wyse  [2247]  IF  Sec- 
oundly  I  say  ^at*  alia  wommen  ben  ]}ikke  and  none 
goode  of*  bem  alle  ffor  of*  a  })0U8end  men  sai]>  Salomon 
I  fand  a  good  man  But*  certes  of  alle  wommen  fond 
I  neuer  good  womman  [2248]  IF  And  also  certes  if  I 
gouemed  me  by  pj  counseil  it*  schulde  seme  ^at*  I  hadde 
30ue  to  ^e  ouer  me  ^e  maystrie  IF  and  god  forbede  ]>at* 
it*  so  were  [2249]  IF  ffor  Ihestts  Cyrak*  ^saif.  J>at  if*  fin 
wijf*  haue  maistrief  sche  is  contrarious  to  hire  housebonde 
[2250]  IF  and  Salomon  sai])  IF  Neuer  in  Jjy  lyf*  to  fy 
wyf*  ne  to  py  childe  ne  to  f y  freende  ne  ^iue  no  power 
ouer  pi  self*  IF  ffor  bettre  it*  were  ]>af  ))in  children  asken. 
of  f y  persone  ])inges  J^at  hem  neede])  IF  fen  ])ou  [be] 
])i  self*  in  pe  handes  of*  ]7in  children  [2251]  IF  And  also  if*  I 
wole  wirche  by  ])i  counseylyng*  f  certes  my  counseille 
moste  som  tyme  be  secree  til  it*  were  tyme  p&if  it*  moste  be 
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knowe  and  fis  ne  may  nougM  be  doo  [2252.  For  it  is 
written,  'pQ  langelry  of  wommen  can  huyde  ])inges 
faf  J>ey  wot*  nonjf*  [2253]  Furthennore,  the  philosopher 
saith,  'in  wikked  counseU,  wor/imen  yenquysshej)  men;' 
and  for  these  reasons  I  ought  not  to  make  use  of  thy 
counsel.  (See  Prudence^s  answers  to  Reasons  4^5,  5cZow.)] 
[2254]  IT  When  dame  Prudence  ful  debonerly  and 
wij)  sMe  pacience  hadde  herde  alle  ]7af  hire  housbonde 
liked  for  to  say :  Then  asked  sche  of*  him  licence  for  to 
speke  and  sayde  in  fis  wise  [2255]  IT  My  lord  (^uod  sche . 
as  to  3oure  ferste  resoun  it*  may  lightly  ben 
answerde  IT  ffor  I  say  J>af  it*  nys  foly  to  chaunge 
counseilla  when  fe  fing*  is  chaunged  Ofer  elles  when 
))e  ))ing*  seme])  o])er  weyes  J^enne  it*  seme])  afom 
[2256]  IT  And  more  ouer  I  say  ))ay  ))at*  30  haue 
sworn  and  behighf  to  parfourme  ^oure  emprise  \et  tu 
la  laissoies  a  faire  (Le  Menagier  de  Paris,  i.  193)] 
by  iuste  cause  f  men  schulde  noujt  seyn  ]}erfore  ))af  je  were 
a  lyere  ne  forsworn  [2257]  IF  ffor  pQ  book*  seij)  J>at*  fe 
wise  man  make])  no  lesynge  when  he  tome))  his  corage  /  to 
pe  bettre  [2258]  IT  And  if*  it*  be  so  ])at*  ^oure  emprise  be 
establissht*  and  ordeyned  by  gret*  multitude  of*  folk  IF  ^et^ 
ffa  ])e  nought*  acomplyse  ^ilke  ordynaunce  but*  30U  like 
[2259]  IT  ffor  ))e  trou])e  of*  })inges  and  for  profite  ben 
ra))er  founde .  in  fewe  folk*  ])at*  ben  wise  /  and  fuUa  of* 
resofi  ])en  by  gref  multitude  of*  folk*  per  euery  man 
crye])  and  clatere])  when  him  like))  IT  so))ly  such 
multitude  nys  nought  honeste  [2260]  and  as  to  ])e  secounde 
resofi  wher  as  30  sayn  ])af  alle  wommen  ben  wikkef 
Saue  30ure  grace  ffor  certes  30  despyse])  alle  wommen  in  ^ia 
wise,  and  he  pot  alle  despise))  all  dispyse))  as  sei))  pe 
book*  [2261]  IT  And  Senek*  sei))  ))at*  who  so  wole  haue  sapi- 
ence .  schal  no  man  dispreyse  IT  But*  he  schal  gladly  teche  pQ 
science  ))at*  he  can  wi))outen  presumpsioun  or  pryde 
[2262]  and  suche  ])inges  ))at<  he  nought*  ne  can  he 
schal  nou3t*  be  asshamed  to  lere  him)  and  to  enquere  of*  lasse 
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folk*  l^an  of*  himself  [2263]  If  And  sire  ]Mif  ]>er  jba}> 
ben  fill  many  a  good  womman  may  lightly  be  proued 
[2264]  IF  certes  sire  oure  lord  ihera.  crisf  nolde 
neuer  han  descendet^  to  be  borne  of  a  womman  if  alle 
fv^ommen  hadde  be  wicke  [2265]  If  And  after  pat 
for  ]>e  grete  bounte  p&i?  is  in  wommen  oure  lord  Ihesus 
when  he  was  rysen  fro  def  to  lyfe  appered  raj>er  to 
womman  ])an  to  his  apostels  [2266]  IT  and  pough 
))af  Salomon  sai])  paV  he  no  fond  neuer  womman 
good  it*  ^foIwe)>  nought  ])erfore  ]}at  alle  wommen  ben 
wikke  [2267]  IF  For  j^ough  fat*  he  ne  fonde  no  good 
womman  Certes  many  anoper  man  ha]>  founden 
many  a  womman  ful  good  and  trewe  [2268]  Or  elles 
perauenture  pe  entenf  of  Salamon  was  pus  p&V  as  in 
souereyn  bounte  he  fande  no  womman  [2269]  This  is  to 
say  fat*  J>er  nys  no  wight*  J?at«  haf  parfyf  bounte 
saue  god  aUone  as  he  himself  recoide])  in  his  euaun- 
gelist*  [2270]  IF  For  per  nys  no  creature  so  good  that*  him 
ne  wante))  som  what/  of  pe  perfeccion  of  god  ]>af  is  his 
makere  [2271]  IF  The  ^ridde  resoun  is  pia  ^e  say  ]>af  if 
je  goueme  30U  by  my  counseil  hit*  schulde  seme  p&V  30 
hadde  joue  me  pe  maystry  And  pe  lordschip  of  3oure 
persone  //  [2272]  Sire  saue  joure  grace  hit  nys  nought*  so 
iF  For  if  so  were  pat  no  man  schulde  be  counseled  but"  oonly 
of  hem  fat*  hadde  lorschipe  and  maystrye  of  his  persone 
men  nolde  nought  be  counseiled  so  ofte.  [2273]  For  sofly 
pilke  men  p&V  aakep  counseil  of  a  purpos  IF  3et*  ha)y  he 
free  wille  whe])er  he  .wol  do  after  ])at*  counsel  or 
no  [2274]  IF  And  as  to  3oure  fourj^e  resofi  )^er  as  30 
sayn  paf  pe  langelry  of  wommen  can  huyde  ])inges  p&i^ 
J>ey  wot*  nou3t*  IF  As  who  saip  fat*  a  womman  can  nought* 
huyde  what*  sche  wot*  [2275]  IF  Sire  pese  wordes  ben  vnder- 
stonde  of  wommen  fat*  ben  langleresses  and  wicked 
[2276]  of  whiche  wommen  men  sayn  fat*  fre  finges 
dryuef  a  man  out*  of  his  hous.  That*  is  to  say  Smoke 
droppyng*   of   Eayn  and  wickidde    wyfes    [2277]    And 
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ffwiclie  wommen  aaif  Salamon  p&i^  he  were  bettre  to  dwelle 
in  desert*  ]?an  with  a  womman  ])at  is  ryetous  [2278]  And 
sire  by  3oiire  leue  j^af  am  nought*  I  [2279]  IF  ^^^  3^  hajie  fill 
ofte  assayed  my  grete  Cilence  and  my  grete  pacience  and 
eek*  how  wel  J)at  he  can  huyde  and  hele  ))inges  ])at* 
men  onghten  secrely  to  huyden  [2280]  ^  and  so])  as  to 
^oure  fifbe  resofl  wher  as  ^e  say  ])at*  in  wikked  coun- 
seil  wommen  venquysshef  men  IF  God  wof  |)ilke  resofl 
stant!  heere  in  no  stede  [2281]  %  For  vnderstandeth  now  je 
axeth  counseil  for  to  do  wikkednes  [2282]  and  if*  ^e  wolen 
werke  wikkednesse  and  joiire  wijf*  restreyne])  ])ilke 
-wikked  purpos  and  ou^rcome  30a  by  resofl  and  by 
good  counseil  f  [2283]  certes  ^our^  wyf*  oughte  ra])er  to  be 
preysed  fen  to  be  blamed  [2284]  If  This  scholde  je  vnder- 
stande  ye  philosophre  ]>at*  sai])  In  wicked  counseil 
'wonimen  venquysshcn  here  housebondes  [2285]  If  and  pere 
as  3e  blamen  all^  wommen  &  here  resofis  i  I  schal  schewe 
30U  by  many  ensamples  ])at*  many  wommen  han 
ben  ful  goode  and  jet*  ben  and  here  counsel  holsome 
and  profitable  [2286]  IT  eeke  some  men  han  sayde  ])at*  pe 
counselyng*  of*  wommen  is  ey])er  to  deere  or  elles  to 
lytel  of*  pris  [2287]  If  But*  al  be  if  so  fat*  ful  *many 
womman  is  badde  and  here  counseil  vile  &  noujt*  worf  f 
jet*  han  men  founde  many  a  good  wo7?iman  and  ful 
discret*and  wys  in  counselyng*  //  [2288]  lo  lacob  furgh  fe 
goode  counseil  of*  his  moder  Eebekka  wan  fe  benysofl  of* 
his  fader  and  fe  lordschipe  ouer  alle  his  breferen . 
[2  289]  ludith  f urgh  hire  goode  counseil  delyuered  fe  Cite  of* 
Buphelye  in  which  sche  dwelte  out*  of*  fe  lande  of* 
Olyueme  fat*  hadde  it*  al  byseged  and  wolde  han  al  destruyet* 
it*  [2290]  IT  Abegayle  delyuered  Nabal  hir  housbonde  fro 
Dauid  fe  king*  fat*  wolde  han  slayn  him  and  appaysede 
f  e  yre  of*  f  e  king*  by  hire  witte  and  by  hire  goode  counseil- 
yng*  [2291]  ITIT  Ester  by  hire  counceil  enchaunced 
gretly  fe  poeple  of*  god  in  f e  Regne  of*  Assueres  J?e  king* 
[2292]    and   fe  same  bounte.    in  good   counseiling*  of* 
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many  a  w(w»man  may  men  telle  [2293]  IF  And  fur])^'moie 
whan  ])af  ours  lord  had  created  Adam  onre  forme  fader  f 
he  sayde  in  fis  wise  /  [2294]  If  nys  nought*  good  to  he  a 
man  allone  ^  Make  we  an  helper  semhlahle  to  him- 
self.  [2295]  If  Here  may  ^e  see  ]>at*  if  Jjaf  womman 
were  noujf  good  and  hire  coimseil  good  and  profytahlef 
[2  296]  Oure  lord  god  of*  heuene  ne  wolde  neucr  han  y-wroiyt* 

hem  no  called  hem  ]>e  helper  of*  man    [ 

no  gap."]  [2297]  IT  And  J?er  sayde  ones  a  clerk*  in  tuo  vers  / 

what*  is  hettre  fan  a  good  laspre     [ 

.  .  .  no  gap.]  wisdom  [2298]  And  what*  is  hettre  ])an 
wisdam  womman  and  what*  is  hettro  ])an  womman  )>af  is  a 
good  womman  no  ]>ing*  [2299]  IT  And  sire  by  many  of* 
o])er  reso&s  may  je  seen  ]}at*  many  woTnmen  hen  goode  and 
eek*  here  cou9»eil  good  and  profitable  [2300]  IF  And  ])erfore 
sire  if*  ^e  wiln  tniste  to  my  counseil  f  I  schal  restore  30U 
30ure  doughter  hool  and  soimd  [2301]  IT  And  eek*  ])af  I  wol 
to  30U  don  so  moche  ])af  30  schnln  haue  honour  in  Jiis  caas 

[2302]  IF  When  melybe  had  herde  pe  wordes  of*  hia 
wijf  Prudence  f  he  sayde  pus  [2303]  J>af  J)e 
wordes  of*  Salamon  is  so]}  %  For  he  mip  )>af  wordes  ])at* 
ben'  spoken  discretly  by  ordynaunce  ben  hony  combes 
ffor  pey  3iuen  swetnesse  to  pe  soule  and  holsomnes 
to  pe  body  [2304]  IF  And  wyf*  by  cause  of*  pine  swete 
wordes  and  eeke  for  I  haue  y-proued  and  sayd  pin  grete 
sapience  and  pin  grete  troupe  I  wol  goucmo  me  by  pyn 
counseyl  in  all6  ping* 

[2305]  If  !Now  sire  quod  dame  Prudence  and  sepenes  30 
fouche  sauf*  to  be  gouemed  by  my  counseil  f  I  wol 
enforme  30U  how  pat*  3e  schuln  goueme  30ure  self*  in  chesyng* 
of*  30ure  counseilot^rs  [2306]  IF  3e  schuln  ferst*  fourme  aUe 
3ourc  wekes  mekely  byseken  to  pe  hihe  god  pat*  he  wol 
ben  30ur  counseilour  [2307]  And  schapop  30U  to  such 
entent*  paf  he  3iue  30U  counseil  and  confort  as  taughte 
Thobye  ^  to  his  sone  [2308]  at  aHe  tymes.  thou  schalt/  blesse 
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god  and  preyen  him  to  diesse  /  Jyine  weyes .  and  loke  also  ])at* 
fine  counseiles  ben  in  him  for  eueimore  [2309]  IT  Seint^ 
lame  sai])  IF  If*  any  of*  30a  haue  neede  of*  Sapience  f  aske 
it*  of  god  [2310]  IT  And  afterward  ]>enne  schullen  ^e  take 
counsel  in  joure  self*  and  examyn  wel  ^oure  owne  Jyou^tes  of* 
swiche  finges  as  30U  ]>enke])  ^at<  is  best*  for  joiire  profyt 
[231 1]  IT  And  fenne  schulle  je  dryue  fro  joure  hertes 
))inges  |)at*  ben  contrarious  to  good  counseil  [2312] 
y&V  is  to  say .  Ire .  Coueytise  .  and  hastynes  . 

[2313]  ffirst*  he  ]7at*  aske)>  connseil  of  himself*!  certes 

he  moste  be  wi)>outen  Ire  [ [2314] 

no  gap  in  tJie  MS,"]   and  wra]>]>e  in 

himself*  he  wene])  alwey  ))at*  he  may  do  )).ing  ^at*  he 
may  not  do   [2315]  IF  And  secoundly  he  ^at*  is  Irons 

andwro^he  [ ,     [2316]     no  gap 

in  the  MS,"]  may  nought*  wel  counseiUa  [2317]  IT  The 
^dde  is  ))is.  )at*  he  ])at*  is  Irons  and  wro])  as  8ai]> 
Senekl  ne  may  nought*  speke  but*  blameful  )>inges  [2318] 
And  with  ))ilke  vicious  wordes  he  stere])  o]>er  folk*  to 
anger  and  to  Ire  [2319]  And  eek*  sire  ^e  moste  drede 
coueytise  out*  of*  joure  herte  .  [2320]  ffor  ]>e  apostel  sei)) 
^at*  coueytise  is  ^e  roote  of*  alle  harmes.  [2321]  And  trusteth 
right*  wel  )>at*  a  coueytous  man  ne  can  nought*  deme  ne  penke 
but*  only  to  fulfille  ]ye  ende  of*  his  coueytise.  [2322]  and 
certes  ]>at*  ne  may  neuer  be  acomplised .  ffor  euer 
])e  more  habundance  ^at*  he  ha)>  of*  richessef  ])e  more 
he  desire))  [2323]  IT  And  sire  ^e  moste  also  driue  out* 
of  y)ur  hertes  hastynes  [2324]  ^  For  certes  je  may 
noi^f  deme  for  ]>e  beste  a  sodeyn  pought*  ])at*  falle]>  in 
^oure  herte  IT  But*  je  moste  aviso  30U  on  hit  ful  ofte 
[2325]  If  ffor  as  je  haue  herd  here  bifom  fe  comune  proverbe 
is  )»is  That*  he  ^af  sone  deme])  sone  repente))  // 

[2326]  Sire  je  ne  be  nou3f  alwey  in  ylike  disposiciofl 
[2327]  ffor  certes  som  ])ing*  ])at*  some  tyme  semej)  to 
30U    ^at*  is   good   for   to  do.   Ano^er   tyme   it*    seme]) 

to  3OU  ^e  COntrarie  .  IA  gr^at  bUi$now  omUUd  in  Carpui.-} 
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lUnA  KS  eoo,  [2328]  [When  ye  han  taken  counseile  in  your  self"  And 

han  demed  bi  good  deliberacion  siche  ymg  as  yon 
semij)  best  [2329]  IT  J>anne  rede  I  /  you  that  ye  kepe  it 
secre  /  [2330]  bewrie  not  yowr  counseile  to  no  persone. 
bot  it  so  be.  fat  ye  wene  sikerli  fat  fuigh  yo«r 
bewrieng  /  yowr  condicion  shal  be  to  you  fe  more 
profitable  [2331]  IT  For  Ihe««  Sirac  saij)  IT  Keifer  to  J)i 
foo  ne  to  pi  frende.  discouer  not  \>i  secre  ne  J?i  foil. 
[2332]  for  fai  wol  yeue  you  audience  and  loking  and 
supporjtaciofL     in      fi     presence     and     scorne      in     fi 

no/a  absence.  [2333]  IT  Anofer  clerc  saif  fat  scarsli  shalt  fou 

finde  any  persone  fat  mai  kepe  counsell  secreli . 
[2334]  f  The  book  saif  while  fou  kepest  fi  counsail 
in  fin  hert  fou  kepist  it  in  fi  prison  /  [2335]  and 
vrhan  fou  bewriest  f  i  couyisaile  to  any  wight  /he  holdef 
fe  in  his  snare./  [2336]  And  ferfore  you  is  better 
hide  yoMr  counsaile.  in  your  hert  /  fan  praien  him  to 
whom  ye  haue  bewried  yowr  counseil  fat  he  wol  kepe 
it  clos  and  stille.  [2337]  IT  For  Seneca  saif  if  so  be. 
fat  fou  ne  maist  not.  fin  owne  counseile  hide.  How 
darst  fou  praien  any  of er  wight  /  f i  counseil  secreli  to 
kepe.  [2338]  IT  Bot  nafeles  if  fou  wene  sicurli  /  fat 
fi  bewriyng*  of  f i  cou/isaile  to  a  pe?'sone  wol  make  f i 
condicion  to  stonde  in  a  better  plite .  Then  slialt  fou 
tellen  him  fi  counseil  in  fis  wise  [2339]  IF  First  fou 
shalt  make  no  serablant  /  where  fe  were  leuer  werre  or 
pees,  or  fis.  or  fat.  ne  shew  hun  not  fi  wille  /  and 
fin  entent  [2340]  IT  For  trust  wel  fat  comunli  fise 
counseilowrs .  ben  flaterers  And  [2341]  namely  fe  counseil- 
lours  of  grete  lordes.  [2342]  for  fei  enforcen  hem  alwei. 
rafer  to  speke  plesant  wordes.   enclynyng  to  fe  lordes 

n  Land  MS,  leaf  lusf  fan  wordes  fat  ben  t  re  we .  and  profitable .  [2  343] '  IT  And 
ferfore  men  sai  fat  fo  riche  man  haf  selden  good  coura- 
saile  /  bot  he  haue  it  of  himself  [2344]  IT  And  aftir  fat 
fou  shalt  considre  f i  frendes  and  f i  enemy es  .  / 
[2345]  And  as  touching  fi  frendes.  fou  shalt  con- 
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sidre    vhiche    of    hem    beth    most    faij^fal    and    most  [LtaciKseoo] 
vise,    and    eldest   and   most   approued    in    counseilyng 
[2346]   and  of  hem  shalt  ])ou  axe  fi  couTtsaile  as  fe 
caas  requireth 

[2347]  IT  I  /  sai  fat  first  ye  shul  clepe  to  youre  cou7»- 
saile  /  youre  frendes  fat  ben  trewe ./  [2348]  For  Salamon 
saif  /  for  right  as  fe  hert  of  a  man  delitif  in  sauoi^r. 
fat  is  soote  /  right  so  f e  counsaile  of  youi^  trewe  frendes  / 
yeuef  swetnes  to  fe  soule  [2349]  IT  He  saif  also  fer 
mai  nofing  be  likned  to  fe  trewe  frende  /  [2350]  If  For 
certes  gold  ne  «iluer  be  not  so  moche  worf .  as  f e 
good  wille  of  a  trewe  frende  /  [2351]  and  eke  he  saif 
fat  a  trewe  frende.  is  a  stronge  defence  /  who  fat 
it  findef .  certis  he  findef  a  gret  tresot/r. 
[235 2 J  IT  fene  shul  ye  eke  considre  /  ,if  fat  youre 
trewe  ftendes  ben  discrete  and  wise  /  for  fe  book 
saif.  axe  fi  counsaile  alwai  of  hem  fat  ben  wise. 
[2353]  And  bi  fis  same  resoun.  shul  ye  clepe  to  youre 
counsaile  of  youre  frendes  fat  ben  age.  siche  as  haue 
sai  sightes  and  ben  expert  in  mony  finges.  and  ben 
approued  in  counseiling.  [2354]  for  fe  book  saif 
fat  in  olde  men  is  fe  sapience,  and  in  longe  time 
fe  prudence  [2355]  IT  And  tullius  saif  fat  grete 
finges  ben  not  aye  accompleed  bi  strengfe  ne  bi 
delyuemes  of  bodi.  hot  bi  good  counsail.  bi  auctorite 
of  p^rsones  and  bi  science,  fe  whiche  fre  finges 
ben  not  feble  bi  age./  bot  certes  fai  enforcen  to  en- 
cresen  dai  by  dai.  [2356]  and  fan  shul  ye  kepe 
fis  for  a  general  rewle  IT  First  shul  ye  clepe  to  youre 
counsaile  a  fewe  of  yoi^r  frendes  fat  ben  especial 
[2357]  IT  For  Salamon  saif  mony  frendes  haue  fou. 
bot  among  a  fousand  chese  fe  on  to  be  fi  conseil- 
lotir  /  [2358]  For  al  be  it  so  fat  fou  first  ne  telle  fi 
counseil  bot  to  a  fewe.  fou  maist  aftirward  telle  it  to 
moo  folk  /  if  it  be  nede.  [2359]  bot  loke  alwey  fat  fi 
counseilonrs  haue  f i[l]k  fre  condiciouns .  f at  I  /  haue  said 
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[i«idH0}  before,  f&t  is  to  sai  ^t  fei  be  trewe  and  olde.  and 
of  wis  experience .  [2360]  IT  And  wirke  not  alwey  in  eueiy 
nede  /  bi  on  counseiloi^r  allone.  For  somtyme  behoae|> 
it  be  counseilid  bi  many.  [2361]  If  For  Salamon  Boip. 
Salnacion    of    ymgea    is.     where    as    per    ben    many 

[LMid  MB  e^r-  _ 

tract  ends}  COUTtSelerS  .J 

CO«rpiuKS,o»  [2362]    Now    haue    I    tolde    ^on    of    which    folk* 

je  scholde  be  counseled  VOw  wol  I  teche  30a  which 
connseil  ^e  owe  to  eschewe  [2363]  ffersf  ^e  schuln  eschewe 
]>e  counseilyng*  of  fooles.  Salomon  sai))  take  no  conn- 
seil of  a  fool  ffor  he  wol  cozmseile  buf  after  his 
owne  luste  and  his  affectiofis  [2364]  IT  The  book/  sail^ 
]»af  fe  proprete  of  a  fool  is  ^is  IT  he  trowe]^  lightly 
harme  of  euery  wight*  and  lightly  trowe])  a  boonte  in 
himself  [2365]  IT  Thou  schalf  eke  eschewe  ]>e  oounseiling* 
of  eJle  flaterers  whiche  enforcen  hem  Tafer  to  preysen 
joure  personc  by  flaterye  fem  for  to  telle  30U  ye  sojh 
£ststnesse  of  pmgea 

[2366]  IT  Wherfore  Tullius  sai)>  among*  alle  fe 
pestilence  ^fat  ben  in  frendschipe  fe  grettesf  is 
flaterie  IT  And  perioie  is  if  more  nede  p&V  ^u  eschewe 
and  drede  flaterers  ^an  any  oper  poeple  /  [2367]  The 
book*  sai))  ]>ou  schalt*  ra))er  [drede  and]  fle  fro  ^ 
ewete  wordes  of  flaterynge  &  preysyng*  J>en  fro  J^e  egre 
wordes  of  fy  frend  fat*  saij»  )>e  fin  so^  [2368] 
Salomon  Bsip  p&V  pe  wordes  of  a  flaterer  is  a  snare 
to  cacche  Innocence  [2369]  IF  he  sai))  also,  he 
J)at*  speke))  to  his  frend  wordes  of  swetnes  and  of 
plesaficel  sette])  a  nette  bifom  his  feet*  to  cacche  him 
[2370]  IT  And  Jerfore  Tullius  sai))  Enclyne  nou^t*  )>in 
eeres  to  flaterers  Ne  take  no  counseil  of  wordes  of 
flaterie  /  [2371]  and  Caton  sai])  ^  Aviso  ))e  wel  and 
eschewe  pe  wordes  of  swetnes  and  of  plesaunce 
[2372]  ^  And  cek*  ))ou  schalt*  eschewe  pe  counsellyng*  of 
))ine  olde  enemys  )>af  be  reconsiled  [2373]  The 
book*  sai])    ])at*    no    wight*    retoume])    saufly   in    to    ))e 
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grace  of  his  olde  enemy  [2374]  IT  And  Isope  saif^lT  Ne 
tniste  nonjt;'  to  hem  to  whiche  som  tyme  pon  hast*  had  werre  / 
or  enmyte  ne  telle  hem  nonjf  ^i  coi^nseille  [^375]  ^  And 
Senek*  teUe]}  ]7e  cause  why  it*  may  noug&f  he  saith  he 
]>at  where  long*  tyme  fuyr  ha)>  endured  ]?af 
J>er  dwellej)  som  tyme  vapour  of*  hete  [2376]  IT  And 
J)erfore  saij>  Salamon)  in  ]>m  olde  foo  truste  fon  neu^ye 
[2377]  ffor  sikerly  ]K)ug&  ])in  enemy  be  reconsiled 
and  make])  ]>e  chere  of*  hunulite  and  lowte))  to  ]?e 
wi]}  his  heed  ne  truste  him  neuare  [2378]  ffor  certes 
he  make>  ]>ilke  feyned  humilite  more  for  his  profyt* 
fan  for  eny  humilite  or  for  eny  loue  of*  fin  parsone  by 

[ no  gap]   such 

feyned  contynance  The  which  victory  he  might*  haue  by 
stryf*  or  werre  [2379]  And  Petre  AJfouns  saij).  make  no 
felaschipe  wif  fine  olde  enemyesf  ffor  if*  fou  do  hem 
bounte  fey  wollen  peruerten  hit*  to  wickednesse 
[2380]  And  eeke  f on  most*  eschewe  f e  counseilyng*  of*  hem 
fat  ben  fin  seruantz  and  beren  the  gref  reuerence  ffor 
parauenture  fey  seyn  it*  more  for  drede  fan  for  loue 
[2381]  IT  And  ferfore  saif  a  Philosophre  in  fis 
wise  IT  Ther  nys  no  wight*  parfytly  trewe  to  hiTn  fat*  he  to 
sore  dredef  [2382]  IT  And  Tullius  saif  IT  Tlier  nys  no 
wight*  so  gret*  of*  eny  emp^rowr  fat*  longe  may  endure  / 
but*  if*  he  haue  loue  of*  fe  poeple  and  drede 
[2383]  IT  Thow  schalt*  eschewe  also  f  e  counseiling*  of*  folk* 
fat  ben  dmnkelewe  for  fey  ne  can  no  counsella  huyde. 
[2384]  Salamon  saif  fer  nys  no  pryuyte  fer  as 
legnef  drunkenes  [2385]  IF  30  schullen  han  also  in  suspecte 
to  f e  counseling*  of*  such  folk*  as  counseile  30W  a  f ing* 
priuily  and  counseile  30U  a  f ing*  fat*  is  contrarie  openly  * 
[2386]  ffor  Cassidory  saif  fat  if  is  a  manor  sleighte  to 
hyndre  Ids  enemy  when  ^he  schewef  to  don  a  fing*  openly 
and  werkef  priuily  f e  contrarie  [2387]  IT  Thou  schalt*  haue 
also  in  f jn  suspecte  fe  coQselynga  of*  wikked  folk*  [,  .  • 
•    • no  gap]  fat  is  alwey  ful 
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of*  fraude  [2388]  and  Dauid  sal]?  ))af  blisful  is  fe  man 
)>af  ha])  nonglif  folwed  ]>e  counseling*  of*  scbiewes  [2389] 
f  Thow  schalf  also  eschewe  f e  (xmnseilling*  of*  jong*  folk* 
ffor  here  counseiljng*  nys  nongt*  rype  as  Salomon  aaip 

[2390]  IT  Now  sire  sij>enes  I  haue  schewed  30U  of"  which 
folk*  30  schuln  take  counsel  and  of  which  folk*  je  schuln 
folwe  fe  counsel  /  [2391]  Now  wol  I  teche  30U  how  ^e 
Bchuhi  examyn  jouxe  counsel  after  the  doctrine  of*  Tullius 
[2392]  in  fe  examynyng*  ]>enne  of"  jouie  counseUof/r 
^e  schuln  considere  many  ])inges  [2393]  IT  AlJ)er  firsf  |>ou 
schalf  considere  ^ilke  ])ing*  paif  ]>ou  purposest* 
and  vpon  what*  f  ing*  ]k)u  wolt*  han  counsel!  Jat*  verray 
trou]ye  be  sayde  and  consented  ]>is  is  to  say  telle 
trewly  fin  tale  [2394]  IT  For  he  fat*  saif  fals  may  [not] 
wel  be  counseiled  in  fat  caas  of*  which  [he  lyeth]  [2395] 
If  And  after  fis  fou  schalf  consideren  fe  finges  fat 
acorden  to  fat*  fou  pwrposest*  for  to  be  by  fin  counseil- 
owrs  if*  reson  acordef  fcrto  [2396]  IT  And  eek*  if*  fi 
might*  may  atteyne  peiio  IT  And  if*  f e  more  part*  and  fe 
bettre  part*  of*  joure  counseilours  acorden  ferto  or  no. 
[2397]  fen  schalf  fou  considere  whaf  fing*  schal 
folwe  of*  here  counseilinge .  as  hate  pees  werro 
grace  profyf  other  damage  and  many  ofer  finges 
[2398]  And  in  alld  finges  fou  schalf  chese  fe 
beste  and  weyfe  alle  ofer  finges  [2399]  IT  Thenne 
schalf  fou  considere  of*  whaf  roote  it  is  engendred  fe  matier 
of*  fin  counseil  and  whaf  fruyf  if  may  conceyue  and 
engendre  [2400]  fou  schalf  eek*  considre  alle  fese 
causes  for  fe  whiche  fey  ben  spronge  [2401]  If  and 
whan  je  haue  examyned  joure  counseil  as  I  haue  sayde 
and  which  partie  is  fe  bettre  and  more  profitable  and 
hasf  aproued  if  by  many  wise  folk*  and  olde  [2402] 
f anne  schalf  fou  considere  if*  fou  maysf  performe  hif  and 
make  of*  hif  a  good  ende  [2403]  f  For  certes  resofi  wol  nou^f 
fat  any  man  schal  begynne  a  f  ing*  buf  if*  he  mighte 
performe  hif  as  him  ow^te  [2404]  IT  Ne  no  wighf  schulde 
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taken  ypon  him  so  heuy  a  charge  ])at*  he  mighte  [not]  here 
if  [2405]  IT  For  pQ  prouerbe  saif  he  Jaf  to  mochel 
enbiace])  distreyne)^  litel  [2406]  IF  And  Catofi  esiif 
IT  Assay  such  ])ing*  as  ))ou  hast*  power  to  done 
leste  J^e  charge  oppresse  ^e  to  sore  )>af  pQ 
hihonep  to  weyue  fing*  fat*  fou  hasf  bygonne 
[2407]  IT  And  if*  so  be  j^af  fou  be  in  doute.  wher  fou 
maisf  p6}'forme  a  })mg*  or  nonf  chese  ra]?er  for  to  sufire 
fan  for  to  bygynne  [2408]  If  And  Pieres  alphouns  saith  If« 
fou  hast*  mighf  to    don  a   fing*  of*  which  pou  most* 

lepente  it  is  bettre  [ [2409]  .     .     . 

no  gap]  halde  pi  tunge  ^stille  fan 

for  to  speke  [2410]  IF  Then  may  I  vnderstonde  by 
stronger  resouns  fat*  if*  fou  hast*  power  to  performe  a 
werk*  of*  which  fou  schalf  repente  f  e  IF  Thenne  is  if  bettre 
faf  fou  su£&e  fan  bygynne  [241 1]  wel  seyn  fey  faf 
defenden  enery  wighf  to  assaye  a  f ing*  of*  which  he  is 
in  doute  wher  he  may  performe  it  or  non  [2412] 
IT  And  after  when  30  haue  examynd  30ure  coilseiH  as  I 
haue  sayd  biforn  and  knowe  wel  faf  }e  may  per- 
forme  3oure  emprise  f  conferme  it  f enne  sadly  til  it  be  af 
an  ende 

[2413]  IT  Now  is  if  resofi  and  tyme  faf  I  schewe  30U 
whenne  and  where-fore  faf  30  may  chaunge  30ure  counsel- 
owrs  wifouten  30ure  reprofe  [2414]  IT  Sofly  man 
may  chaunge  his  purpos  and  his  counsel  if*  fe  cause 
cesseth  or  whan  a  newe  cause  betydef  [2415]  IT  For  fo 
lawe  seif  vpon  finges  fat  newely  betyden)  bihouef 
newe  cofiseiH  [2416]  IF  And  Senek*  saif  f  If*  fin  counseil 
come  to  fe  eeres  of*  fin  enemysf  chaunge  fi  coilseiH 
[2417]  [Apres,  Fen  pent  changier  son  conseit]  if*  so  be 
fou  fynde  faf  by  errour  or  by  ony  ofer 
cause  harme  or  damage  may  betyde  [2418]  IF  Also  of*  fin 
counsel  be  dishoneste  ofer  ellcs  come  of*  dishoneste  cause  f 
chaunge  fin  counsel  [2419]  IF  For  fe  lawe  saif/  faf 
alle  bihestes  faf  ben  dishoneste  ne  ben  of*  no  value. 
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[2420]  and  eek*  if*  so  be  pa,if  it  be  impossible  o]>er  maj 
nou^f  gladly  be  performed  oper  kepte 

[2421]  And  take  pis  for  a  general  reule  /  pat  euerj 
connsel  p&if  is  enfonned  so  strongly  p&V  it*  may  nought*  be 
chaunged  for  no  condiciofl  J^at*  may  betydef  I  say  paV 
ilke  consel  is  wicked. 

[2422]  IT  Melibeas  whan  he  hadde  herd  pe  doctrme  of^ 
his  w\jf^  dame  prudence  f  he  answerde  in  pia  w}'8o. 
[2423]  Dame  quod  he  as  jet*  ynto  p\a  lyme  ^e 
han  wel  taughi^  me  as  in  generally  how  I  schal 
goueme  me  and  in  pe  chesyng*  and  in  pe  wij^holdyng* 
of  my  counseilours .  [2424]  But*  now  wolde  I  fayn  Juit* 
je  wolde  condescende  in  special  [2425]  and  telle  me 
how  ]»af  like])  50U  or  how  p&V  seme^  30U  by  oure  counseil- 
lours  ])af  we  haue  chose  in  pia  present*  neede 

[2426]  IT  My  lord  quod  sche  I  beseche  ^ou  in  al  humbles 
^af  ^  wolde  nought*  wilfully  reproeuen  a3ein  myn  resons 
ne  distempre  3oure  herte  ^ugh  I  speke  ^ing*  ^t*  30U 
displeee  [2427]  IT  ffor  god  woot*  as  in  myn  entent*  I 
speke  if  as  for  pe  beste  for  30ure  honour  and  for  3our 
profyf  eeke  [2428]  IT  And  so])ly  I  hope  Jwit*  3oure  be- 
nignite  wol  take  it*  in  pacience  [2429]  IF  and  trusteji  to  me 
wel  ]»af  3oure  counsel  in  pis  cas  ne  scholde  nou3t' 
as  to  speke  proprely  be  called  a  counselynge  but*  a 
mocioun  or  a  meuyng*  of  folye  [2430]  In  which  counseil 
3e  haue  herde  in  many  a  sondry  wise 

[2431]  ^  ffersf  and  forjiwaid  30  han  herd  in  pe  assem- 
blyng*  of*  3our  counsellours  [2432]  If  ffor  ferst*  30  schulde 
haue  cleped  ^a  fewe  folk*  to  ^oure  counseille  IT  And  after  |^t* 
30  mi^t*  haue  schewed  it*  to  mo  folk*  if*  if  hadde  be  neede . 
[2433]  ^^^  certes  sodeinly  3e  han  cleped  to  30ure  coun- 
seil a  gref  multitude  of*  poeple  fulle  chargaunf  and  ful 
annuyous  for  to  heere  [2434]  IT  And  also  3e  haue  herde 
furthere  as  30  schulde  only  haue  cleped  to  30ure  counseil^ 
30ure  trewe  frendes  olde  &  wise  [2435]  IT  30  han  cleped 
also  straunge  folk*  3ongi  folk*  fals  flaterers  and  enemys 
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reconsiled  and  folk'  psA  don  30a  reuerence  'wi]>outen 
lone  /  [2436]  and  eek*  also  )e  bane  herd  for  je  hau 
brought  Ynp  30U  to  joure  counseil.  Ire.  couejtise  and 
hastines  [2437]  fe  whiche  j>re  ])inges  ben  contrary 
to  eu^ry  good  counseil  and  bonesf  &  profitable  [2438]  ]>e 
ivhicbe  )>re  ]>inges  je  ban  noi^f  anyntescbed  oper  destruyed 
bem  neyfer  in  joure  self*  ne  in  joure  /  counceillours  as  30 
augbte  [2439]  IT  ^q  ban  berde  also  for  je  ban  scbewed  to 
loure  counseillours  ^oure  talent*  30ure  affecciofi  to  make 
werre  anon  for  to  do  vengeaunce  [2440]  And  pej  baue 
aspied  by  3oure  wordes  to  wbat*  pmff  ^q  ben  enclyned 
[2441]  IT  and  ferfore  baue  pey  ra]>er  counseled  30U  to 
joure  talent*  ])an  to  30ure  profyt*  [2442]  3e  ban  berde 
also  for  seme])  it  /  suffice])  to  ban  ben  coun- 
celed  by  pm  counceillours  oonly  and  wi])  litel  auyse 
[2443]  wbere  as  in  so-grete  and  in  so  beib  a  neede  if  ba^ 
be  necessarye  mo  counseloi^rs  and  mo  deliberacioils  to 
parforme  3oure  emprise  [2444]  IF  3e  han  berd  also  for 
3e  ban  berd  nought*  30ure  counsel  in  pe  forseyde 
manere  ne  in  dewe  manere  as  pe  cas  requyre])  [2445]  IF  3e 
baue  berd  also  for  3e  baue  maad  no  dyuysion  betwixe 

[ no  gap]     30ure  trewe 

frendes  and  3oure  feyned  coficelours  [2446]  IF  Ne  3e  baue 
nou3t*  knowe  pe  wille  of*  3oure  trewe  freendes  olde  and  wise . 
[2447]  bui;*  3e  baue  cast*  alle  here  wordes  in  an  bocbe  potte 
and   enclyned  30ure  berte  to  pe  more  part*  and  to  pe 

grettere  nombre     [ [2448] 

•    no  gap 

in  the  MSJ]  of  fooles  ])enne  of*  wise  men.  [2449]  IF  And 
))erfore  pe  counselynge  pQ.V  ben  at  congregaciofis  and  mul- 
titudes of*  folk*  pet  as  men  take  more  reward  to  p^ 
nombre  ))en  to  Sapience  of  persones  f  [2450]  30  seen  wel 
p2X  in  sucbe  councelynges  fooles  baue  pe  maystrie  [2451] 
IF  Melybe  answerde  and  sayde  a3ein  I  graunte  wel  ^f 
I  baue  berd  [2452]  IF  But*  ^er  as  ]>ou  bast*  tolde  me  pet 
bifom  ])at*  be  nys  nought*  to  blame  peX  cbaunge]»  bis  coun- 
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ceiloures  for  certein  caas  and  for  certein  and  iuste  cause 
[2453]  I  am  al  redy  to  chaunge  myne  counceilours  right* 
as  J>ou  woldest*  deuyse  [2454]  IF  ffor  pe  prouerbe  saith  J>at* 
for  to  don  synne  is  mannysscfi  But*  certes  for  to  perseueren 
longe  in  synne  is  werkes  of*  pe  deuel . 

[2455]  ^To  J?is  sentence  answered  anon  dame  Pru- 
dence and  sayde.  [2456]  examynej)  qtiod  sche  joure  coii- 
selle  and "  let*  vs  se  fe  which  of*  hem  ha|)  spoke 
more  resonably  and  taught*  30U  best*  conseil  [2457] 
IF  And  for  as  moche  as  ])at*  exaniinacron  is  necessary, 
let*  vs  begynne  at*  surgiens  and  at  phisiciens  Jjat^ 
first*  spaken  of*  Jjis  matiere  [2458]  IT  I  say  fat* 
Phisiciens  &  surgiens  haue  sayd  30U  in  joure  cofisel 
discretly  as  hem  oughte  [2459]  &  in  here  speche 
sethens  ful  wisly  fat*  to  f e  office  of*  hem  apperteynejj  to 
don  to  euery  wight*  honour  and  profyf  and  nou^t*  for 
to  ennoye  [2460]  and  after  here  crafte  to  don  gret*  diligence 
vnto  fe  cure  of*  hem  whiche  fat*  fey  haue  in  here  goiiern- 
aunce  [2461]  and  sir  right*  as  fey  ban  answered 
wisly  and  discretly  f  [2462]  Right*  so  rede  I  fat*  fey 
ben  heighly  and  souereynly  guerdount*  for  here  noble 
speche  [2463]  and  eek*  for  fey  schuUen  more  do  fe 
ententyf*  busynes  in  fe  curacion  of*  fin  doughter  deere 
[2464]  f  ffor  al  be  it  so  fat*  f ei  ben  ^our^.  freendes  f 
ferfore  schuln  30  nou3t*  suffre  fat*  fey  serue  30U  for 
nought  [2465]  %  But*  je  aughte  fer  after  guerdofi  hem  and 
payen  hem  here  largesse  [2466]  IF  and  as  touch ynge  fe 
proporcioil  which  fat* .  f e  phisiciens  encreseden  .  in  f is 
caas  IF  This  is  to  sayn  [2467]  fat*  in  maladyes  is  fat*  a 
contrary  is  warisshed  by  anofer  contrarie  [2468]  IF  I 
wolde  fayn  knowe  how  30  vnderstode  fUke  text*  and 
what*  is  30ur6  sentence  [2469]  IF  Certes  quod  MeUibetw  I 
vnderstande  it  in  fis  wise.  [2470]  Eight*  as  fey  haue 
done  me  a  contrary  f  so  schuld  I  don  hem  anofe?" 
[2471]  IF  ffor  right*  as  fey  haue  venged  hem  vpon  me  i  and 
don  me  wrong*  J   Right*  so  wol  I  venge  me  vpon  hem) 
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and  don  hem  wrong*  [2472]  and  ))enne  haue  I  cuied  a 
contrary  hj  anoj^er 

[2473]  ^  ^^  ^^  qiiod  dame  prudence  how  lightly  is 
euery  man  enclyned  to  his  owne  desir  to  his 
plesaunce  [2474]  f  Certes  quod  sche  Jje  woi-des  of*  pQ 
phisicien  ne  schulde  nou3f  be  vndeistande  in  paif 
wise  [2475]  ^^^  certes  wikkednesse  is  noujt*  contrary 
to  wickednes  ne  vengeance  is  nou3f  contrary  to  veng- 
aunce  ne  wrong*  to  wrong*  [inais  sont  semhlahles,  [2476] 
Et  pour  ce^  vengence  par  vengence,  ne  injure  par  in- 
jure, nV-irf  paa  cure  (Men.  i.  206-7)]  [2477]  But*  evLerj 
of*  hem  encresej)  and  engreggej)  oper  [2478]  IT  But* 
certes  fe  wordes  of*  ])e  phisicien  scbullen  ben  vnder- 
stonde  in  Jis  wise  [2479]  ^  ^^r  good  and  wicked- 
nesse  ben  tuo  contrarious  f  And  pees  and  werre  venge- 
ance and  sufferance  discord  and  acoid  and  many 
o])er  ])inges  [2480]  IT  But*  certes  wickednesse  schal  ben 
y-warisched  by  goodnes .  discord  by  acord .  werre  by  pees 
and  so  for)>  and  ofer  })inges  [2481]  f  And  herto  acordef 
seint*  Poule  J>e  appostel  and  in  many  place  [2482]  he 
saij)  %  Ne  3eldeJ)  noujf  harm  for  ^  harm  ne  wicked  speche 
[pour  meadit]  [2483]  But*  do  wel  to  hem  fat*  don 
pe  harme  and  blesse  hem  ])at*  aaip  to  pe  harmo  [2484] 
And  many  o])er  places  he  amonyssche])  pees  and 
acord  [2485]  f  But*  now  wol  I  speke  of*  fe  coun- 
seil  which  was  y-3oue  vnto  30U  by  men  of*  lawe  pe  wise 
folk*  and  olde  folk*  [2486]  fat*  sayden  aUe  by  on  acorde 
as  3e  haue  herde  bifom  [2487]  IT  That*  oue?'  alle  finges  30 
schullen  don  30ure  diligence  to  kepe  30ure  persone  and 
to  warmstore  3oure  hous  [2488]  IT  And  fay  sayden  also  f af 
in  fis  caas  30  oughten  to  wirchen  ful  avisily  and 
wif  gret*  deliberaciofi  [2489]  f  And  s?V  as  to  fe  first 
poynt*  fat*  touchef  vnto  fe  kepyng*  of*  30ure  persone 
[2490]  3e  schullen  vnd^rstande  fat*  he  fat*  haf  werre  schal 
euermore  deuoutely  and  mekely  preyen  bifom  alls 
finges    [2491]    fat*    Ihesus    crist*   of*    his    mercy    wole 
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haue  him  in  his  protecciofi  and  ben  his  sonerein  helpynge 
at*  his  neede  [2492]  flfor  certes  in  J>i8  world  nys  no 
wight*  pat*  may  be  counseled  ne  kepte  sufficianntly  wij>- 
outen  pe  kepyng*  of*  oure  lord  ihesus  crist*  [2493]  To  pis 
sentence  accordep  pe  prophete  dauid  pat*  saip .  [2494] 
If*  god  ne  kepe  pe  cite  in  ydel  wakep  he  pat*  it*  kepep 
[2495]  IT  Now  Btr  penne  schulle  30  quyte  pe  kepyng*  of* 
joure  persone  to  30iire  trewe  Yrendes  fat*  ben  aproved 
and  y-knowe  [2496]  and  of*  hem  schuln  ^e  asken  helpe  ^oure 
pc^-sone  for  to  kepe  IT  ffor  Caton  saip  IT  If*  pou  hast* 
neede  of  helpe  f  aske  it*  of*  pin  frendes  [2497]  iFor  per  nys 
non  so  good  a  phisicicn  as  pin  trewe  freend  [2498] 
and  after  pis  penne  schulle  je  kepe  jou  fro  all« 
straunge  folk*  and  fro  lyeres  And  haue  alway  in  suspecte 
here  companye  [2499]  ^  ^^^  pieres  alphouns  saip  IT  Ne 
take  no  companye  by  pe  way  of*  straunge  man  but  it 
so  be  pou  haue  knowe  him  of  lengere  tyme .  [2500] 
and  if*  so  be  pat*  he  falle  in  to  pin  company  per- 
aduenture  wipouten  pin  assent*  [2501]  enquere  penne 
as  subtiUy  as  pou  canst*  of*  his  conu^rsacion  and  of*  his  lyf* 
by  fore  and  feyne  py  way  seynge  pou  woldest*  go  pider 
as  pou  woldest*  nou3t  go.  [2502]  and  if"  he  berep  a  spere 
holde  pe  on  pe  right*  syde  of*  him .  and  if*  he  berep  a  swcrde 
holde  pe  on  pe  left*  syde  of*  him.  [2503]  and 
penne  schul  je  kepe  30U  wisly  f ro  alle  such  mancre  of* 
poeple  as  I  haue  6ayde30U  here  bifore  and  hem  and  here  coun- 
sel eschewe  [2504]  And  after  pis  penne  schulle  30  kepe  30U 
in  such  manere  [2505]  pat*  for  any  pr^sumpcioun)  of*  3oure 
bodily  strengpe  pat*  je  ne  dispise  nought*  ne  accounte  nou3t 
pe  might*  of*  30ure  aduersary  so  lyte  pat*  30  lete  pe 
kepynge  of*  3our6  persone  for  3oure  prcsumpcioft  [2506] 
ffor  euerj  wysman  dredep  his  enemy  [2507]  IT  And 
Salamon  saip  wel  fool  is  he  pat*  of*  al  hap  drede 
[2508]  f  ffor  1  certes  he  pat*  purgh  hardynesse  of*  his 
herte  and  purgh  pe  hardynes  of*  himself*  hap  so 
gref  presumpciofi  him  schal  yuele  betyde  [2509]  f  Thenne 
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schulii  36  eu^rmore  encountrewajte  enbiiJ96chement3  and  alia 
espyaile.       [2510]      ffor      as      sai])      pe      wise      man 

[ no  gap  in  the  MSJ]    [251 1]  bene 

falle))  in  to  no  p^riles  ^at*  p^riles  eschewe))  [2512]  IT  And  al 
be  it/  so  ^at*  fan  seme  faff  )>ou  be  in  secre  place  3et* 
scbalt*  pou  alwej  don  diligence  in  tbe  kepynge  of*  pin  pcrsone 
[2513]  piB  is  to  say.  Ne  be  nou3t*  necligent*  to  kepe  pin 
persone  nougbf  only  fro  pin  grettesf  enemy .  but*  only  fro 
pin  leste  enemy  [2514]  Senek*  sai])  a  man  pai?  is 
wel  auysed  be  drede^  bis  leste  enemy  [2515]  Ovide 
Beip  ])at*  pe  lytel  wesel  wol  sle  pe  grete  bole  and  pe 
wUde  bert*  [2516]  And  pe  prouerbe  sai]>  psA?  a  luytel  jjome 
may  greeue  a  king*  ful  sore  IT  And  a  litel  bound  wol 
bolde  pe  wilde  bore  [2517]  IT  But*  na])eles  I  say  nougbt* 
]>OTi  scbalt*  be  so  cowaid  )>af  ])ou  doute  wber  as  is  no 
diede  [2518]  IT  Tbe  bok*  saij)  tbat*  some  men  baue 
gret*  lust*  to   disceyue    but*    3it*  ])ey  drede    to    be    de- 

sceyued  [2519]    [ no  gap  in  the  MS^ 

And  kepe  J^e  fro  pe  company  of*  Scomers  [2520] 
%  ffor  pe  book*  saij)  ^af  scomers  ne  makc^  no  companye 
but*  flee  bere  word  as  venym 

[2521]  IT  Now  as  to  ])e  secounde  poynt*  wbere  as  3oure 
wise  counceiloitrs  counseiled  30U  to  warmstore  3oure  bouses 
wij)  gret*  diligence  [2522]  IF  I  wolde  fayn  knowe  bow  Jat* 
30  vnderstando  ))ilke  wordes  and  wbat*  is  3oure  sentence . 

[2523]  Mellibeus  answerde  and  sayde  Certes  I  vnder^ 
stande  in  ^is  wise  ^at*  I  scbal  warmstore  myn  bous 
wi^  toures  sucbe  as  bane  castelles  and  oper  maner 
of*  edifices  &  armure  and  arcbers  [2524]  betwen  wbicb 
]nng*  if*  I  may  my  persone  and  myn  bous  so  kepe  and 
defende  ])af  myn  enemys  scbuln  be  in  drede  myn 
bous  for  to  approcbe . 

[2525]  to  ^is  sentence  answerde  anon  prudence 
wamyssbing*  ({uod  scbe  of*  beibe  toures  and  of*  beibe  edifices 
appertyne])  somtyme  to  pryde  [2526]  And  eek*  men  make 
beibe  toures  \ei  lea  grans  Sdifices  d  grant  travail  et  d  graTUi 
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despens,  et  quant  ellea  sont  faites,  elles  ne  valient  riens 
86  dies  ne  sont  defendues  par  sages  et  par  bons  amis 
loyavx,  et  d,  gi'ans  missions  (Le  Menagier,  L  209)]  [2527] 
IT  And  vnderstande  wel  ])at<  ]7e  grettesf  and  )»e  strengesl^ 
gamyson  )>at*  riche  man  may  haue  /  as  wel  to  kepen  his 
persone  and  his  goodes  is  [2528]  ]^af  he  [be]  biloued 
wij)  his  STibiectes  and  \fi\h  hia  neihebours  [2529]  IT  ffor 
])us  sai]}  Tullius  That*  ^er  is  a  maner  garnysofi  ]yat* 
no  man  may  venquysschen  ne  discomfito  and  \a\f  is  [2530] 
a  lord  to  be  loued  of  his  cite3eins  and  of"  his  poeple 

[2531]  %  Now  sire  as  to  ))e  fridde  poynf  where  as 
joure  olde  and  wise  coiinseilourcs  sayden  IT  ]yaf  30a  ne 
oughte  noujt*  sodeinly  ne  hastely  proceden  in  fis  neede 
[2532]  But*  J)af  30  oughten  puruoyen  and  apparayle  30U 
in  ])is  caas  wi])  gret*  diligence  and  with  gret<  deliberacion 
[2533]  If  Trewely  I  trowe  J?at*  fay  sayden  right*  wisly 
and  right*  so})  [2534]  %  flfor  TuUins  saif  In  enc/y 
neede  er  Jjou  begynne  it  appa7*ayle  J)e  with  gref 
diligence.  [2535]  fenne  say  I  fat  in  vengaunce 
takyng*  in  werre  in  ^bataille  and  in  wamestoringe 
[2536]  er  J)ou  bygynne  IT  I  rede  fat  fou  apparayle  J)e 
fer  to  IT  And  do  it*  wif  gret*  deliberacion  [2537]  IT  ffor 
Tullit«  saif.  fat*  lange  apparaylinge  biforn  fe  bataile 
makef  schort*  victory  [2538]  IT  And  Cassidorus  saif  fe 
gamyson  \a  stronger  whan  it*  is  long*  tyme  avised 

[2539]  But*  now  lete  vs  speke  of*  fe  counseil  fat*  was 
acorded  by  oure  neyheboures  suche  as  don  30U 
reueronce  wifouten  loue  [2540]  3ouro  olde  enemys  recon- 
siled  IT  30ure  flaterers  [2541]  fat*  counceleden  jou  cer- 
teyn  finges  pnuely  and  openly  counseileden  30U  fe 
contrarie  [2542]  IT  The  3onge  folk*  also  fat*  coiinseilcd 
30U  to  vengen  30U  and  to  maken  werro  anon .  [2543]  IF  And 
certes  sire  as  I  haue  sayde  byfom  f  3e  haue  gretly  y-erred 
to  han  y-cleped  suche  maner  of*  folk*  to  30ure  counselle  [2544] 
IT  Whiche  counseiloures  /  ben  ynough  reproued  by  f  e  resofis 
afom  sayde  [2545]  IT  But*  nafeles  let*  vs  now  descende  to 
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^e  special  30  schuln  fersf  proceden  after  pe  doctrzne  0^ 
Tullius  [2546]  f  Certes  the  troufe  of*  J)is  matier  eyfer  of" 
f  is  counseil  nedep  not*  diligently  enqueren  [2547]  IT  ffor  if 
is  wel  wiste  whicbe  ]>cy  ben  ^af  doon  30a  pia 
trespas  &  vilenye  [2548]  and  how  many  trespasourcs 
and  in  what*  manere  pey  han  don  to  30U  al  pin 
WTonge  and  alia  pis  vilanye  [2549]  IT  And  after  ])id 
])anne  schullen  je  examine  ^e  secounde  condicion  pe  which 
^at*  TuUius  addeth  in  ))is  matiere  [2550]  IT  ffor 
Tullius  puttej)  a  fing*  which  paV  he  clepej)  consentynge  pia 
is  to  say  [2551]  who  ben  fay  Mid  whiche  ben,  f ay  a^(i  how 
many  p&V  consenten  to  ))in  counseil  in  |in  Will^aliiessid 
to  don  hasty  vengeance  [2552]  IT  And  let*  vs  concidre 
also  who  ben  fay  and  how  many  ben  pay  [  .  .  .  .  . 
.  .  .  no  gap]  pat*  consenten  to  ^oure  aduersaries  [2553] 
And  certes  as  to  pe  ferste  poynt  IT  hit*  is  wel  knowen  whiche 
ben  pay  pat*  consenten  to  oure  hastyf*  wilful- 
nesse  [2554]  IF  ffoi  trewely  alle  po  pat*  counselen  30a 
to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  ben  nought*  30ure  firendes  [2555] 
H  let*  se  now  whiche  ben  pey  pat*  3e  holden 
so  gretly  3oure  frendes  as  to  30ure  persone  [2556]  IT  ffor 
al  be  it*  so  pat*  3e  ben  mighty  and  rychef  certes  30 
ben  but*  allone  [2557]  IT  ffor  certes  3e  ne  han  no  childe 
but*  a  dough ter  [2558]  ne  30  han  no  brep^ren  ne  cosyns 
germayns  ne  non  opcr  neih  kynrede  [2559]  IT  Wherforo 
30ure  enemys  scholden  stinte  to  plede  wip 
30U  ne  to  destruye  30ure  pej-sone.  [2560]  30  knowen 
also  pat*  3oure  richesse  moot*  ben  dispended  in* 
diuerse  partyes  [2561]  &  when  pat*  euery  wight*  hap 
his  parte  f  pey  woln  take  but*  litel  rewarde  to  vengen 
py  dep  [2562]  IT  But*  pin  enemys  ben  pre  and 
pey  haue  many  children  breperen  cosyns  and  oper  neyh 
kynrede  [2563]  IT  And  pough  so  were  pat*  pou  haddest*  slayn 
of*  hem  two  oper  .iij.  3ef  dwellen  pere  ynowe  to  *  awreken 
here  dep  and  to  slen  pin  persone  [2564]  V  And  peih  so 
be  pat*  3oure  kynrede  be  more  siker  and  stcdefast*  pen 
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)»e  kyn  of*  joure  aduersary  [2565]  IT  jef  neuer  ye  lea  ^oute 
kyniede  is  but*  after  kjuiede  pej  ben  but*  litel  sibbe 
to  30U  [2566]  IT  And  ye  kyn  of*  3oure  enemy s  ben  neigti  sibbe 
to  hem  IT  And  certes  as  in  )>at*  he  condicioil  is  bettre  ]>on 
is  joures  [2567]  IF  ])enne  lef  ts  consideren  also  of*  |>e 
counseilynge  of<  hem  ]7at*  counseleden  30U  to  taken  sodeyn 
vengeance  whefcr  it*  acorde  to  reson  or  non.  [2568]  and 
certes  ^e  knowen  wel  nay.  [2569]  fibr  as  by  righf  and 
resofl  yei  may  no  man  take  vengaunce  of*  no  wight  If  £uf 
ye  lugge  fat*  haj)  lurdixiofi  of*  hit  [2570]  whan  if  is 
graiinted  him  to  take  yUke  yengeaunce  hastely  or  at- 
temperelly  as  fe  lawe  requyre})  [2571]  IF  And  jet*  more 
ouer  of*  yilke  worde  J>at*  Tullius  clepej)  consenting*  f 
[2572]  you.  schalt*  consente  if*  yin  mighte  &  yin.  power 
may  consente  and  suffice  to  yiu  wilfulnesse  and  to  yin 
counseiloures  [2573]  IT  And  certes  fou  mayst*  wel  say 
fat*  nay  [2574]  IT  ffor  sikerly  as  for  to  speken  proprely 
we  may  do  no  fing*  but*  oonly  such  fing*  as  we  may 
doon  rightfully  [2575]  IT  And  certes  rightfully  ne  may  90 
take  no  yengai^nce  as  of*  joure  propre  auctorie  [2576] 
If  Then  may  je  seen  fat*  joure  power  ne  co72sentef 
noujt*  ne  acordef  noujt*  vriHi  jour  willefulnesse  [2577]  Xow 
lete  vs  examine  fe  fridde  po3mt*  f^t*  Tullius  clepef 
consequent  [2578]  Thou  schalt*  vnderstanden  faf  fe 
vengaunce  fat*  fou  purposcsf  for  to  take  is  conse- 
quent* [2579]  And  ferfore  fallef  anofer  vengaiuice . 
Peril,  and  werre  and  ofre  damages  wtt7/oute»  nombre 
of*  whiche  we  ben  nouj  warre  as  at*  fis  tyme  [2580]  IT  And 
as  touchinge  fe  forfe  poynt/.  fat  Tullius  clcpef  en- 
gendrynge  [2581]  IF  fou  schalt*  considere  fat*  fis  wrang* 
which  fat*  is  don  to  f e  is  engendred  of*  f  e  hate  of^ 
fin  enemys  [2582]  and  of*  f e  vengeafice  takynge  IF  And  vpon 
fat*  wolde  engendre  anofer  vengeance  and  mochel  sor^'e 
and  wastyng*  of*  lichesse  as  I  sayde  er 

[2583]  IF  Now  sir  as  touchinge  to  fe  poynt*  fat  Tullius 
clepef  causes  which  fat*  is  fe  laste  poynt  [2584]  IF  Thou 
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Bchalf  ynderstande  ]>af  ])e  wrong*  fa.if  |>ou  hastr'  leceyiied 
hsLp  certein  causes  [2585]  whiche  J^at*  clerkes  clepen 
Oriens  et*  Officiens  and  causa  longinqua  and  causa 
propinqwa  IT  This  is  to  sayn  pe  feire  cause  [et  la  jpraur 
chaine ;  [2586]  la  loingtaine  est  Dleu  qui  est 
cause  de  toutee  causes  [2587]  la  prouchaine  est  fes 
trois  enneniis  (Le  Men.  i.  212)]  [2588]  accidental  was  hate 
[2589]  The  causes  material  ben  J>e  .v.  woundes  of" 
J)in  dou3tcr  [2590]  IT  The  cause  formale  is  pe  maner  of* 
here  worchinge  ]>af  brou^ten  laddres  and  clomben  in  at* 
-))ine  wyndowes/  [2591]  IT  The  cause  final  was  for  to  slee  pin 
doubter  it*  latted  nought*  in  as  moche  as  in  hem  was  [2592] 
IT  But*  for  to  speken  of*  pe  feire  cause  as  ^what*  ende  pey 
■schullen  come  Or  what*  schal  hetyden  of*  hem  in  pis 
caas  ne  can  I  nou^f  deeme .  but*  by  coniectyng*  and  by 
Bupposynge  [2593]  flfor  we  schuln  suppose  [qu'ils 
avendront]  to  a  wicked  ende.  [2594]  by  cause  pe  book* 
of*  decrees  saith  IT  Selden  or  wip  gret*  peyne  ben  causes 
brou3f  to  an  ende  when  pey  ben  baldly  bygonne 

[2595]  Now  sir  if*  men  asked  me  w^hy  pat* 
30  suffren  men  to  don  30U  pis  yilenye  Certes  I  can 
not*  wel  answere  as  for  no  sopfastnes  [2596]  llor 
pe  appostel  saip  pat*  pA  sciences  and  pe  luggementz  of* 
oure  lord  god  ben  mighty  and  deepe  [2597]  IT  Ther  may 
no  man  comprehende  ne  serche  hem  sufficiently  [2598] 
IT  Napeles  by  certeins  presumpcions  &  coniectynges 
I  halde  and  bileeue  [2599]  pat*  god  pat  is  ful  of* 
Justice  and  of*  rightwisnesse  hap  suffred  pis  bytyde  by 
iuste  cause  resonable 

[2600]  IT  pin  name  is  mellibe  pis  is  to  say  a  man 
pat*  drinkep  hony  [2601]  IT  Thou  hast  y-drunke  so  meche 
hony  of*  pe  swete  temperel  richesses  and  delices  &  hon- 
ures  of*  pis  world  [2602]  pat*  pou  art*  drunken  and 
hast*  forjeten  oure  lord  ihu  crist*  pin  creatour  [2603 1  IT  Thou 
hast*  nou^t*  don  to  him  such  honoe^r  as  pe 
oughte  [2604]  IT  Ne  pou  hasf  nou3f  wel  take  heede  to 
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ye  wordes  o^  Ovide  ])af  saip  [2605]  ynder  ]>e  hony 
of*  pe  goodes  of  ]>iji  body  is  hyd  fe  yenym  )»at;*  sleej) 
pe  soole  [2606I  IT  And  Salomon  saij>  IT  If*  pon  hastf 
founden  hony  ete  of*  IdV  what*  suffice)^  [2607]  IT  ffor  if*  }K>a 
ete  of*  hit*  oat  of  mesure  /  ^u  schalf  spewe  and  be  needy 
and  pore  [2608]  ^  And  peraduenture  cmf  hath  ])e  in 
spite  and  ha]y  turned  away  fro  pe  his  face  and  his 
eres  of*  misericorde  [2609]  and  also  he  hap  suH'red 
p&i?  povL  hast^  ben  y-pnnyssht/  in  ^e  maner  ])af  poji 
hasf  y-trespasf  [2610]  IT  Thow  hast*  don  synne  ^cins 
ouTfi  lord  ffiu  mst  [261 1]  IT  fifor  certes  pe  pre  enemys  of*  man- 
kynde  )>af  is  to  say  pe  fleissch.  pe  ffeend.  and  pe 
worlde  [2612]  IT  ]>ou  hast*  soi&od  hem  to  entre  in  ]}in 
herte  wilfully  by  pe  wyndowes  of*  pj  body  [2613]  and 
hast*  nou3t*  defended  J7e  sufficeantly  ajeins  here  defautes 
and  here  temptacions  So  )>af  p&j  haue  -  wounded  J}i 
Boule  in  fyue  place.  [2614]  f  this  is  to  sayn  pe  deedly 
synnes  fat*  ben  entrede  in  to  pin  herte  by  fine  .v. 
wittes  [2615]  And  in  pe  same  manere  oure  lord  ihesii  crisf 
haf  and  wolde  and  ha])  suffired  fat*  fine  f reenemysben  entied 
in  to  fin  hous  by  fe  wyndowes  [2616]  and  han 
wounded  fine  doughtres  in  f e  forseyde  manere 

[2617]  IT  Certes  qiiod  Mellibe  I  se  wel  fat*  fat*  30  en- 
force 30U  mochel  by  wordes  to  ouercome  me  in  such 
a  manere  fat*  I  schal  now  vengen  me  of*  my«  enemys  [2618] 
Schewynge  me  fe  pmles  and  fe  eueles  fat*  mightcn 
ffalk  of*  f  is  vengeance  [2619]  IT  But*  who  so  wolde  considere 
in  aUe  vengafices  ^  f e  pe/iles  and  eueles  fat*  mighte  sewe 
of*  yengance  takynge  i  [2620]  a  man  wolde  neuere  take 
yengafice  and  fat*  were  harmef  [2621]  ffor  by  fe  veng- 
aunce  takynge  ben  f  e  wickede  men  disseuered  fro  fe 
goode  men  [2622]  If  And  fo  fat*  han  wille  to  don  wicked- 
nesse  restreynen  here  wickede  purpos  whan  fey  seen  f e 
punysschjmg*  and  f e  chastysing*  of*  trespasours 

[2623]  [And  to  this  answered  dame  Prudence  :  *  Certes/ 
said  she,  *I  grant  you  that  from  yengeance  come  many 
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benefits  as  well  as  many  evils :  [2624]  yet  vengeance  be- 
longeth  not  to  "  a  singuler  persone,"  but  only  to  the  judges, 
and  to  those  who  have  jurisdiction  over  evil-doers.'] 
[2625]  IF  And  3if  say  I  more  ])at<  right*  as  a  singuler 
persone  synne])  in  takinge  vengance  of  ano]>er  man  f 
[2626]  Eighf  so  synne]>  ])e  luggejif'  he  take  no  vengafice 
of  hem  Jat*  if  han  dessenied  //  [2627]  ffor  Senek*  saij) 
]>us  ])at<  mayster  is  good  ))at*  reproeue))  schrewes 
{2628]  IT  And  as  Cassidory  sai]) .  A  man  dredeth  to  don 
outrages  T  whan  he  woof  and  knowe]»  ))af  it*  displese]) 
pQ  luge  and  fe  souemignes  [2629]  IT  And  ano]>6r  aaip  fe 
lugge  ^af  dredeth  do  don  right*  make])  schrewes 
[2630]  IT  And  seinf  Foul  J7e  appostel  sai])  in  his  epistle 
whan  he  writef  vnto  J>e  Romayns  that*  f e  luges  beren 
nought  Je  spere  wifouten  cause.  [2631]  but*  fay  beren  it 
to  punysschen  J)e  schrewes  and  fe  mysdoers  and  for  to  de- 
fende  pe  goode  men  [2632]  IT  If*  je  woln  jjenne  take  vengafice 
of*  30\ire  enemys  f  je  schuln  retoume  or  haue  ^oure  recours 
to  pe  luge  ))at*  ha|)  pe  lurdexiofl  vpon  him  [2633] 
&  he  schal  punyssche  hem  as  pe  lawe  axe|)  and  requyre]) 

[2634]  IT  A  qiiod  Mellibe  ])is  vengafice  like))  me 
no])ing*  [2635]  f  I  be])inke  me  now 
how  fortune  ha]i  norisched  me  fro  my  childhode 
and  haf  holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  straunge  pas  [2636] 
IT  Now  wol  I  assayen  here  trowynge  wttA  goddes  grace  and 
helpe  ])at*  sche  schal  helpe  me  my  schame  for  to  venge 

[2637]  IT  Certes  quod  Prudence  if*  ^e  woln  worche  by  my 
counseillef  30  schuln  nou3t  assaye  fortune  by  no  way.  [2638] 
Ne  je  schuln  nought*  lene  ne  borwe  vnto  hire  after  fe  word 
of*  Senek*  [2639]  £For  finges  fat*  ben  folily  doon  and 
fat*  ben  in  hope  of*  ffortune  schuln  neuere  come  to  a  good 
ende  [2640]  IT  and  as  fe  same  senek*  seif  IT  The  more 
dere  and  fe  more  schynynge  fat*  fortune  isf  fe  more 
brutel  and  fe  sonnere  y-broke  sche  is  [2641]  IT  trustef  nou3f 
in  hire  for  sche  nys  nofing*  stedefasf  ne  stable  [2642]  ffor 
when   fou   trowest*  to  be  most*  siker  or  seure  of*   hire 
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helpe  f  ache  wol  fayle  pe  and  disceyue  pe  [2643]  IT  And 
wher  as  36  sayn  j)at*  fortune  lia|>  norisshed  jon  fro  joure 
childhode  [2644]  I  say  30a  ^af  in  so  mocfael  schuin  30 
pe  lasse  trusten  in  hire  and  in  hire  witte  [2645]  IT  ffor  Senek* 
saij)  that*  what  man  is  norisched  by  fortune  f  sche  make]» 
him  to  gret*  a  fool  [264$]  V  Now  ]>enne  8e)>ens  3e  desire 
and  aske  yengance  IT  And  pe  vengance  ]>at  is  doon  after 
fQ  lawe  and  bifom  ]>e  luggo  ne  like]>  ^30u  noughf  [2647] 
and  ]>e  vengafice  ]»at*  is  don  in  hope  of*  fortune  is  peril- 
ous and  vncerte3rn  [2648]  IT  Thenne  haue  36  non  o)k!T 
remedye  buf  for  to  haue  3oure  recours  vnto  )>e  sou^raign 
luge  ^af  venge])  alle  vilanyes  and  wronges  [2649] 
%  And  he  schal  venge  30U  after  paV  pin.  self*  witnessed 

[ ]  [2650]  leue]»  pQ  vengance  to  me 

and  I  schal  don  hif 

[265 1]  IT  Mellibe  answerde  IT  If"  I  ne  vengeone  nou3f  of* 
pe  wrong*  ]>at*  men  han  doon  to  me  [2652]  IT  I  schal  sompue 
or  wame  hem  ^at*  han  don  ]7is  vilanye  to  me  and  alle 
ojjre  to  don  me  ano^er  vilanye  [2653]  IF  ffor  it  is  writen 
IF  If*  ^ou  take  no  vengance  of*  an  olde  vilanye  f  ]>ou  somp- 
nesf  ^in  aduersarie  to  don  ^e  a  newo  vylanye  [^654] 
[Et  ainsif  par  souffrir  Ten  me  feroit  tant  de  villenies 
de  tcndes  pars]  ])af  I  mighte  ney]>er  here  it*  ne  sus- 
tene  [2655]  and  so  schulde  I  be  ouersette  and  halden  ouer 
lowe  [2656]  IF  ffor  men  sayn  IF  In  mochil  sufi&ynge  schullen 
many  pinges  falle  vnto  pe  whiche  ]h)u  schalt*  not* 
mowe  sufire 

[2657]  IF  Certcs  quod  Prudence  I  grounte  faf 
ouer  mochil  suffrance  /  is  nought*  good  [2658]  IF  But"  jet*  ne 
folwej)  it*  nou3t*  jjer-of*  J>at  euery  pez-sone  to  whom  men 
don  vilanye  take  of*  it*  vengafice  [2659]  ffor  J)at*  apper- 
tene])  and  longe))  al  only  to  pe  luges  ffor  pej  scliuln 
venge  pe  vilenyes  and  pe  iniuries  [2660]  and  perfoie 
])0  tuo  auctoritees  ))at*  30  han  sayde  aboue  ben  oonly 
vnderstanden  in  pe  luges  [2661]  IF  ffor  whan  pej  sufiren 
ouer     mochil     pe     wronges     and     vilanyes     ben     don 

CO&PUS   618   (6-T.  231)  [>  leaf  227,  Uck} 


BIX-TBXT   232 

GROUP  B.   §  10.  MELiBEus.   CorpuB  MB. 

wi]>oaten  punjsBchinge  [2662]  paj  sompne  nodjt  a  man 
only  for  to  do  neVre  wronges  but*  fay  comaunden  it* 
[2663]  IT  Also  a  wise  man  sai])  |iat*  fe  luge  J^ati*  cor- 
rected noi^t  pe  synnere  comaunde))  and  bidde]>  him  to  do 
synne  [2664]  IT  And  pe  souerains  and  ]>e  luges  /  mighten  in 
here  lande  so  mochel  suffren  of  pQ  schrewes  and  mysdoers 
[2665]  J)af  Jey  schulden  by  such  sufiraunce  /  by  proces  of* 
tyme  wexen  of*  suche  power  and  might*  fat*  fey  schulde 
putte  oute  f  e  luges  and  f  e  soueraignes  from  here  places 
[2666]  and  at*  fe  laste  maken  hem  leesen  here  lordschipes 

[2667]  f  But*  let*  vs  now  putte  faf  je  han  leue  to 
vengen  30U  [2668]  IF  If*  30  ben  noujt*  of*  mi^f  and 
power  as  now  to  vengen  30U  [2669]  ffor  if  30  woln  maken 
comparisoxi  vnto  f  e  might*  of*  joure  aduersaries  IT  je  schullen 
fynden  in  many  f inges  faf  I  haue  schewed  30U  ben  f is 
fat*  here  condiciofi  is  bettre  fan  30ures  [2670]  IF  And 
f^rfore  say  I  fat  it*  is  good  as  now  fat*  30  sufi&e  and 
be  pacienf 

[2671]  IT  fterfermore  30  knowen  faf  after  fe 
commune  sawe  it  is  a  woodnesse  a  man  to  streyne^  sueins  a  (>  (mwrotn) 
stremger  or  a  more  mighty  man  fen  is  himself* 
[2672]  IT  And  for  to  stryue  wif  a  man  of*  euene  strengfe 
faf  is  to  say  ^wif  a  strong*  man  as  he  is  if  is  peril 
[2673]  f  And  for  to  stryue  wif  a  waykare  man  if  is  folye . 
[2674]  and  ferfore  schulde  a  man  fle  stryuyng/  as 
mochel  as  he  mighte  [2675]  ^  As  Salomon  saith  IF  If  is  a 
gref  worschipe  to  kepyn  him  fro  noyse  and 
stiyf*  [2676]  V  And  if*  if  so  bifeJle  or  happe  fat  a  man 
of*  grettere  mighf  and  strengfe  fan  fou  arf  do  fe 
greuaunce  [2677]  study  and  busy  fe  rafer  to  stille 
fe  same  greuaunce  fan  for  to  venge  fe  [2678]  IF  ffor 
Scnek*  saif  faf  he  puttef  him  in  gref  pmle  faf 
stryuef  wif  a  gretter  man  fan  he  is  himself*  [2679] 
^  And  Catoun  saif  if*  a  man  of*  heyer  astate  or  degre  or 
more  mighty  fen  fou  do  fe  annoye  or  greuafice 
Suf&e    him    [2680]   for    he    faf    ones    haf    greued    fe 
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may  anoper  tyme  releue  pe  and  helpe  fe  [2681]  IT  ^if 
sette  I  cas  je  han  boj^e  mig^f  and  licence  to 
vengen  jou  '  [2682]  I  say  faf  J>er  ben  many 
Jinges  Jjat*  scbuln  restreynen  30U  of*  vengannce  takinge 
[2683]  ^^^  make  30U  for  to  encline  and  for  to  sufie  and  for 
to  bane  pacience  in  ]>e  wronges  ])at*  ban  be  don  to 
30U  [2684]  IT  ffirste  and  forpward  if*  30  woln  concider 
fe  defautes  pat*  ben  in  ^oure  owne  persone  [2685] 
for  wbicbe  defautes  god  bap  sufired  30U  to  bane  pis 
tribulacion  as  I  baue  sayde  jou  bere  byfom .  [2686]  IF  fibr 
pe  Poete  saip  pat*  we  ougbten  paciently  taken  pe  tribu- 
laciofis  paf  comep  /  to  vs  wben  we  penken  and  consydren 
pat*  we  ban  disserued  to  ban  bem  [2687]  IT  And  seinf 
Gregory  saip  IT  pat*  wban  a  man  considerep  wel  pe 
nombre  of*  bis  defautes  and  of*  bis  synnes  [2688]  pe 
peynes  and  pe  tribulacions  pat*  be  suffrep  semen  pe 
lasse  vnto  bim  [2689]  IT  And  in  als  mocbcl  as  bim  penk- 
ep  bis  synnes  pe  more  beuy  and  greuous .  [2690]  IT  In  so 
mocbe  semep  bis  peyne  pe  ligbter  and  pe  esyer  vnto 
bim  [2691]  IF  Also  je  owen  to  encline  and  to  bowen  30ure 
berte  to  taken  pe  pacience  of*  oure  lord  Thesn  crist*  as 
saip  seint*  Petre  in  bis  Epistles  [2692]  IT  Ibe^u  crist*  be 
saip  bap  suflfred  for  vs  and  ^euen  ensample  vnto  euery 
man  to  folwe  and  to  sewe  bim  [2693]  if  or  be  dede  ncu^ 
synne  ne  neuere  ne  came  a  vileyns  word  out*  of*  bis 
moup  [2694]  when  men  cursed  bim  be  cursed  bem 
nougbt*  IT  And  wben  men  beten  bim  be  manased  bem 
nougbt*  [2695]  IT  Also  pe  grece  pacience  wbicbe 
seintes  pat*  ben  in  paradys .  ban  bad  in  tribulacions  pat* 
pey  ban  suffred  wipoutew  eny  desert*  or  gilte  [2696] 
augbte  mocbel  to  stere  jou  to  pacience  [2697]  [Aprhf 
moult  te  doit  encUner  a  patience]  [2698] 
considerynge  pat*  pe  tribulacions  of*  pis  worlde  but? 
litel  wbile  endurep  and  soone  passed  ben  and  goon 
[2699]  IT  And  pe  loye  paf  man  sekep  to  baue  by 
pacience    in    tribulacion    is    perdurable    /   after    paf    fo 
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apostel  8ai)>  in  )>e  epistle  [2700]  IF  The  ioje  of*  god  he 
8ei]>  is  p^durable  y&if  is  to  sayn  ^euer  lastynge  [2701] 
IT  Also  trowe])  and  belieuej)  stedefastlj  )»af  he  is  nougbf 
wel  ynorissht*  ne  wel  y-taughf  ^af  can  noujf  haue  pacience 

[ no  gap]  [2702]  IT  ffor  salamon  aaip 

^f  ye  doctrine  of*  ]>e  witte  of*  man  is  knowen  by 
pacience  [2703]  IT  And  in  ano]>er  place  he  aaip  IT  he 
]yaf  is  pacient*  gonermep  him  bj  grot  prudence  [2704] 
IT  And  jef  Salamon  sai])  fe  angry  and  pe  wrajyful 
man  make)»  noyse  IT  And  fe  pacienf  man  attempereth 
him  and  stille)»  him.  [2705]  he  aaif  also  %  If  is  more 
wor]y  to  be  pacienf  fen  to  be  righf  strong*  [2706]  And 

■ 

he  ]Mtf  may  haue  fe  lordschipe  of  his  owne  herte  is 
more  to  prayse  pen  he  ]>af  by  his  force  and  streng)>e 
take])  grete  cites  [2707]  IF  And  periote  sei|)  seinf 
lame  in  his  Epistle  paf  pacience  is  a  gref  vertu  of 
perfection 

[2708]  IF  Certes  quod  Mellibe  I  graunte  30U  dame 
Prudence  and  pacience  is  a  gref  vertu  of  perfecciofi 
[2709]  IT  Buf  euery  man  may  nof  haue  pe  pcrfectiofl  J>af  ^e- 
sechen  [2710]  ne  I  am  noug^f  of  pe  nombre  of  righf  par- 
fyf  men  [271 1]  IT  fifor  myn  hcrte  may  neuer  ben  in 
pees  vnto  pe  tyme  if  be  venged  [2712]  IF  and  al  be  if  so 
^af  if  was  grof  peril  to  myn  enemys  to  don  a 
vilanye  in  takinge  vengaunce  vpon  me  [2713]  IF  jef 
token  ]>ey  non  heede  of  pe  penile  IF  Buf  fulfilleden  here 
wikkede  wille  and  here  corage.  [2714]  and  perfoie  me 
)>enke]>  peV  men  oujten  nof  to  reproue  me  pongfi  I  putte  me 
in-to  a  litel  peril  for  to  auenge  me  [27 1 5]  IF  And  pougYL  I  do 
a  gref  excesse  ^af  ia  to  say  ])ough  I  do  a  vengance  outrage 
by  ano])er 

[2716]  IF  A  quod  dame  prudence  je  seyn  joure  wille 
and  as  30U  likef  [2717]  IF  Buf  in  no  caas  of  pe  world  a 
man  ne  scholde  nou3t  don  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  vengen 
him  [2718]  IF  ffor  Cassidory  saij  J)af  as  euel  doJ» 
he    |)af   auenge])    him    by    outrage   as  he    ))af   do))    ^e 
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outrage  [2719]  and  ]>erfore  36  schullen  vengen  30a  after 
])o  oidre  of*  rigtif  paV  is  to  sayn  by  )»e  lawe  and  [nought] 
by  excesse  ne  by  outrage  [2720]  IF  Also  if*  30  woln 
vengen  30U  of  J^e  outrage  of  joure  aduersaries  in  oper 
manere  )>enne  rig&t  comaunde})  f  30  synnen  [2721] 
IF  Therfore  saip  Senek*  p&tf  a  man  schal  neuer  vengen 
schrewedenesse  [by  schrewedenesse]  //  [2722]  And  if  36  say 
J^af  righf  axo]>  to  dofende  violence  by  violence 
and  fightynge  by  fyghtynge  [2723]  IF  Certes  3e  say  so^ 
when  )>e  dcfens  is  don  right*  anon  wi)>outen  intemalle  or 
'wiJ>outen  taiyenge  or  delay  [2724]  for  to  defenden  him 
and  nought*  for  to  vengen  him  [2725]  IF  And  i1^  bihoae^ 
))at*  a  man  putte  such  attemperafice  in  his  defense 
[2726]  |)at  men  ban  no  cause  ne  matier  to  reproeuen 
him  ])at*  defende]?  him  of  excesse  and  of  outrage  [    .     .     . 

no  gap,]     [2727J1F  Parde3eknowewel 

]7at*  3e  make?}  non  deffense  /  as  now  for  to  defende  ym 
But*  for  to  venge  30U  [2728]  and  so  sewe^  it*  pat  }e 
haue  no  wille  to  do  joure  deede  attemperelly  [2729]  and 
]>erfore  me  ^enki^  ^  pat  pacience  is  good  IF  ffor  Salamon 
sai]>  ])af  he  |)at*  is  nought*  pacienf  schal  haue  gret* 
harme 

[2730]  IF  Certes  quod  Mellibe  IT  I  grounte  wel  paV 
whan  a  man  is  vnpacienf  and  wro)>  of  puif  )>af  touche)r 
him  nou3t*  and  ]>ati*  appertiene])  nought*  vnto  him  )K)ugh  hit 
harme  him  if  is  no  wonder  [2731]  IF  £for  )>e  lawe  sai^ 
])at*  he  ]>at*  is  coupable  ])af  entermete]>  him  or  medele])himwi]> 
suche  |)ing*  as  apperteyne|>  nou3t*  vnto  him  [2732]  IT  And 
SaloTnon  saith  ]»at*  he  ])at*  entremete]>  him  of  pe 
noyse  or  pe  stryf  of  anoper  man  is  ylike  to  him  ^t*  take)» 
an  hound  by  pe  eeres  [2733]  ^  ^^^  righf  as  ho  pat  takejy 
a  straunge  hounde  by  pe  eeres  is  operwhiie  y-byten  vnp 
pe  hounde  /  [2734]  Bighf  in  pe  same  wyse  is  pe  resofi  ^t^ 
he  haue  harme  J^af  by  his  inpacience  medle)>  him  of 
pe  noyse  of  sjioper  man  wher  as  it  apperteyne])  nou3f  vnto 
bim   [2735]   IF  Buf  30  knowen  wel   ))at   piB  dede   pat 
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is  to  sayn  my  grief*  and  myn  disese  touclie^  me  rigfitf 
neigti  [2736]  and  )>crfore  )}oug&  I  be  wrof  and  in- 
pacienf  it*  is  no  mcmaylle  [2737]  IT  And  sauynge  ^oure 
grace  I  can  nonjf  se  ]>at*  it*  mighte  gretly  Larme 
J>ongfe  I  toke  vengafice  [2738]  IT  ffor  I  am  richer  and 
more  mighty  J>en  myn  enemys  ben  [2739]  ^  -^'^  "^^^ 
knowe  30  pat*  by  monye  and  by  hanyng*  grete  posses- 
sions ben  all6  fe  fringes  of  pis  world  gouemede  [2740] 
IF  And  Salamon  saip.  all6  pinges  obeyen  to 
moneye 

[2741]  f  Whan  Prudence  hadde  herd  hire  housbande  to 
auaunten  him  of*  his  richesse  and  of*  his  moneye  and  dispreys- 
inge  of*  power  and  his  aduersaries  IT  IF  Sche  spake  and  sayde 
on  pis  wise  [2742]  IT  Certe^  deere  sir  I  gronnte  30a  pat* 
^e  ben  riche  and  mighty  [2743]  IF  And  pat*  pe  richesses 
ben  goode  to  hem  pat*  ban  wel  y-geten    hem   and   pat* 
wel  can  vsen  hem  [2744]  IF  ffor  right*  as  pe  body  of* 
man  may  nought*  lyue  wipoute  pe  soule  IF  Ko  more  may  i1^ 
lyue  wtt/iouten  temp^rele  goodes   [2745]   and  by  rich- 
esse   may    a    man    geten    him   grace    [2746]    %    And 
p6rfore  saip  Pamphilles  If*  eny  gaddes  doughty  he  saip 
be  riche .  Sche  may  cheese  he  saip  of*  a  pousand  men  [which 
she    will     for     her     husband      [2747]     and    of     the 
thousand]    IF  oon  wol  nought*  forsaken  hire  ne  refosen 
hire  [2748]  IF  And  pis  PamphiUes  saith  also  IF  If*  pou  be 
ri3t*  happy  ^  pat*  is  to  say.   If*  pou  be  right*  riche  pou 
schalt*  fynden  a  gret  nombre  of*  felawes  and  frendes  [2749] 
IF  And  if*  pin  fortune  chaungep  pat*  is  if*  pou  wexe  pore  f  ffare 
wel  frendschipe  and  felaschipe  [2750]  IF  ffor  pou  schalt*  ben 
allone    wipouten    any    companye    but*    if*    it*    be    pe 
companye  of*    good  folk*    [2751]  IF  And  jit*   saip    pis 
Pamphilles    more    ouer    /    pat   pey  pat    ben    pralle    & 
bonde  of*  linage  schuln  ben  maad  worpy  and  noble  by 
pe  richesses.  [2752]  ^  And  right*  so  as  by  richesses  per 
oomon    many    goodes    %  Right*    so    by    pouert*    comep 
many  harmes  and  eueles.    [2753]  ffor  gret  pouert*  con* 
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8tTeigiie]>  ^a  man  to  don  many  eueles.  [2754]  And  fer- 
fore  clepe])  Cassidor6  Fouerf  .  ^e  mooder  of*  rayne 
[2755]  y&if  is  to  say  ])e  moder  of  ouer)»TOwing*  or 
fallyng*  doun  [2756]  ^  And  perfoie  saith  Pieres  alphonns 
IT  On  of"  J)e  grettesf  aduersary  of"  fis  world  is  [2757] 
wlien  a  freo  by  kynde  or  of*  hiife  is  constreigned 
by  pouerf  to  eten  )>e  almes  of*  his  enemy  [2758]  IT  And 
fe  same  sai))  Innocent*  in  oon  of*  his  bookes. 
])at*  sorwfulld  and  myshappy  is  pQ  condiciofi  of  a  pouere 
begger  [2759]  IF  ffor  if"  he  axe  nought*  his  mete  he  deyej>  for 
hunger  [2760]  ^  And  if*  he  axe  he  deye])  for  schame 
IF  And  algates  necessite  constreigne])  him  to  axe  [2761] 
IT  And  perfore  a&ip  Salamon  ]>af  bettre  is  to  deye  ]>an 
to  haue  such  pouerf  [2762]  IT  ^ef  saip  Sala- 
mon J^at*  bettre  is  to  deye  of*  bitter  dep  ^an  for  to 
lyue  in  suche  wyse  [2763]  IT  By  pese  resofls  paV  I 
haue  sayde  vnto  jou  and  by  many  of er  resofis  fat*  I 
koufe  say  [2764]  IF  I  graunte  jou  fat*  richesse  ben 
good  to  hem  fat*  geten  hem  wel  and  to  hem  fat*  wel 
vsen  fe  richesses  [2765]  IF  And  ferfore  wol  I  schewe 
30W  how  je  schuln  haue  30U  [en  acquerant 
Richesses  et  en  amassant  icelles  (MS  Heg.  19  C  vii, 
leaf  140,  back.)] 

[2766]  IF  fferst*  30  schuln  geten  hem  wifouten  gret* 
desire  by  good  leysir  sokyngly  and  noujf  ouer  hastily 
[2767]  IF  ffor  a  man  fat*  is  to  desyringe  to  gete  richesse  f 
abandonef  him  ferst*  to  fefte  and  to  alls  of  er  eueles 
[2768]  IF  And  f  erf  ore  saif  Salamon  IF  he  fat*  hastef 
himouer  busyly  to  waxe  ryche  schal  ben  non  Innocent  [2769] 
IF  he  saif  also  fat*  f e  richesse  fat*  hastely  comef  to 
a  man  IF  sone  and  lightly  gof  and  passef  fro  a  man 
[2770]  IF  But*  fat*  richesse  fat*  comef  lytel  and  litel 
waxef  alwey  and  multiplief  [2771]  And  stV  )e  schuln 
gete  richesse  ynough  by  ^oure  witte  and  by  ^oure  trouayle 
vnto  joure  profyt/  [2772]  and  fat*  wifouten  wrang*  or  harme 
doynge    to    ony   ofer    p<>raone    [2773]    IF  ffor    fe   lawo 
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sal]}  ])af  ^er  makep  no  man  himself'  ryche  if*  he  do 
harm  to  anofer  wight*  [2774]  [car  la  loy  dit  que 
nul  Tie  se  face  riche  au  dommage  d^atUi'uy 
(Le  M^nagier  de  PariBy  tome  i  page  222)] 
[2775]  IT  And  TullitM  saij)  IF  ]>at*  no  sorwe  ne  no  diede 
of*  dej)  ne  no  fing*  fat*  may  falle  vnto  man)  [2776] 
is  so  mochil  ajeins  nature  IF  as  a  man  to  encresce  his 
owne  profyf  to  Je  haime  of  anofer  man  [2777]  ^  And  Jjou^ 
]>e  grete  men  and  ]>e  liche  men  geten  richesse  more 
lightly  J>en  J)ou  [2778]  ^et*  schalt*  J)Ou  noujt*  ben  ydel  ne 
slowe  to  don  j^in  profyt  %  ffor  ])ou  schalt*  in  aUe  wise  flee 
ydelnesse  [2779]  IT  ^^^  Balamon  sai])  pat*  ydelncsse  techej) 
man  to  don  many  eueles  [2780]  IF  And  eek*  he 
sai])  ])at*  he  fat*  trauaylef  and  busyef  him  to  tylyen 
his  lande  schal  eten  breed  [2781]  but  he  fat*  is  ydel  and 
castef  him  nought*  tq  no  busynesse  ne  occupacioil  schal  falle 
in-to  pouert*  and  deye  for  hunger  [2782]  IF  and  he  fat*  is 
ydel  &  slowh  can  neuer  fynde  couenable  tyme  for  to 
doon  his  profyte  [2783]  ffor  ^  fer  is  a  versifiour  fat*  saif  f af 
f e  ydel  man  excusef  him  in  wynter  by  cause  of*  f e 
grete  colde  %  And  in  somer  by  cause  of*  f e  grete  hete 
[2784]  IF  ffor  fise  causes  saif  Catofi  IF  wakef  and  enclynef 
30U  nought*  ouer  mochil  for  to  slepe  %  ffor  ouermoche  reste 
norisshef  and  causef  many  vices  [2785]  IF  And  ferfore 
saif  Seint*  lerom)  %  Dof  some  goode  deedes  fat*  f e  deuyl 
which  is  oure  enemy  ne  fynde  30U  vnoccupied 
[2786]  IF  ffor  f  e  deuel  ne  takef  nou^t*  lightly  vnto  his  worch- 
inge  suche  as  he  fyndef  y-occupyed  in  goode  werkes 

[2787]  IF  Thenne  fus  IF  In  getynge  riches  f  je 
mosten  flee  ydelnesse  [2788]  ^  and  afterwarde  ^e  schuln  vse 
f  e  richesses  f  e  whiche  30  han  geten  by  ^oure  witte  and  by 
30ure  trauayle  [2789]  in  suche  a  manere  fat*  men 
halden  30U  not*  to  scars  ne  to  sparynge  ne  to  fool  large 
fat*  is  to  say  ouer  large  a  spender  [2790]  IF  ffor  right*  as 
men  blamen  *  an  anerous  man  by  cause  of*  his  skarste 
and  finking*   [2791]   in  f e  same  wyse   is   he   to   blame 
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faf  spendej)  ouer  largely  [2792]  IT  And  Jjeyfore  sai^ 
Caton  IF  vse  fine  riches  J)af  Jjow  hast*  y-geten 
[2793]  in  such  manere  ])af  men  han  no  matiere  no 
cause  to  clepe  fe  wrecche  ne  chynche  [2794] 
IT  ffor  it  is  gref  schame  to  a  man  to  haue  a  pou^e  herte 
and  a  riche  puise  [2795]  ^  ^^  ^^t  ^^  1'^  goodes  ])af 
])oa  haste  y-geten  vse  hem  by  mesure  ])af  is  to  sayn 
spende  mesurahly  [2796]  IT  ffor  fey  Jjaf  folily  ^rasten 
and  dispenden  fe  goodes  fat*  fey  han  [2797]  whan 
fay  haue  no  more  propre  of*  here  owne  f  fey  schapen  hem 
to  take  fe  goodes  of  anof^  man  [2798]  IF  I  say  fanne 
fat*  he  schal  flee  auarice  [2799]  vsynge  ^oure  richesse 
in  suche  a  manere  that  men  say  not  fat*  joure  richesses 
ben  y-buried  [2800]  but*  fat*  )q  han  hem  in  30010 
might*  and  in  3oure  weldynge  [2801]  ffor  a  wise  man 
repiouef  fe  auerous  man  and  saif  fus  in  tuo 
vers  [2802]  IT  wherto  and  why  burief  a  man  his 
goodes  by  his  auarice  and  knowef  wel  fat*  needes 
moste  he  dye  [2803]  IT  ffor  def  is  fe  ende  of*  eucry  man 
as  in  fis  present*  lyf*  [2804]  IF  And  for  what*  cause  or 
enchesofi  ioignef  he  him  or  knettef  he  hem  so  faste 
vnto  his  goodes  [2805]  fat*  alle  his  wittes  mowen  noujt* 
disseueren  him  or  departen  him  fro  his  goodes. 
[2806]  and  knowef  wel  or  owghte  to  knowe  fat*  whan  he 
is  deed  he  schal  nou^t*  here  out*  of*  fe 
world  wif  him  [2807]  IT  and  f erfore  saif  seint*  Austjm  fat* 
fe  auerous  man  is  likned  vuto  helle  [2808]  IT  fat*  fe 
more  it*  chewef  f e  more  desir  it*  haf  to  swelwe  and 
deuoure  [2809]  ^  -^^  ^  "^^^  ^^  3^  wolde  eschewe  to  ben 
y-cleped  an  auerous  man  or  a  chynche  [2810]  IF  As  wel 
schulde  30  goueme  30U  and  kepe  30U  in  such  a  wyse 
fat*  men  clepe  30U  nou3t*  to  large  [281 1]  IT  f erfore 
TullitM  ^saif  IT  The  goodes  he  saif  of*  fin  hous  schulde 
not*  ben  hydde  ne  kepte  in  cloos  but*  fat*  fay  mighte 
ben  opened  wif  pitee  and  with  debonairtee  [2812]  fat*  is  to 
say   to    3euen    hem   part*   fat  han   gret*   neede    [2813] 
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^  Ne  J^ine  goodes  schullen  not*  ben  so  opene  to  ben  enerj 
mannes  goodes  [2814]  IF  afterward  in  getynge  of*  30ur 
richesses  V  And  in  vsynge  hem  je  schuln  alway  haue  pre 
]>inge8  in  301110  herte  [2815]  [c^est  assavoir,  Dieu,  conscience, 
et  bonne  fame,  et  renommie.  [2816]  Tu  dote  doncques  avoir 
Dieu  en  ton  cuer  (Le  M^nagier,  i.  224)]  [281 7]  IT  And  for  no 
richesse  30  schuln  doon  no  ping*  J^af  may  be  displesaunce  to 
god  ]>at*  is  30ure  creatour  and  301110  maker  [2818]  IT  ffor  after 
pe  word  of*  Salamon  IF  hit*  is  bettro  to  haue  a  luytel  good 
wi^  pe  loue  of>  god.  [2819]  pan  to  haue  mochil  good 
and  tresour  and  lose  pe  loue  of*  his  lord  god  [2820] 
IT  And  ^e  prophe^e  Bsdp.  p&V  better  it  is  to  ben  a 
good  man  and  haue  lytel  good  and  tresour.  [2821]  ]>an  to 
be  halden  a  schrewe  and  to  haue  gref  richesse  [2822] 
IT  3ef  say  I  »  forjjermore  fat*  30  schuln 
don  3oure  busynesse  to  geten  30U  richesse  [2823]  So  p&P 
30  geten  hem  vnp  good  conscience  [2824]  ^  -^^^  P^  appostel 
8ai)»  paif  per  is  no  ])ing*  in  J^is  world  of  which  we 
schulden  haue  so  gret*  ioye  f  as  when  oure  conscience  bere)y 
YS  good  witnesse  [2825]  IT  And  ]>e  wise  man  saijy  IF  The 
substaunce  of*  a  man  is  fol  good  when  synne  ia  nought  in 
mannes  conscience  [2826]  IF  Aftirward  in  getynge  of*  30ure 
Bichesses  and  in  vsynge  of*  hemf  [2827]  30  moste  haue 
gref  busynesse  and  gref  diligence  that*  3oure  goode 
name  be  alwey  kepte  and  conserued  [2828]  IF  if  or  Sala- 
mon sai|)  IF  faf  better  it  is  and  more  auayle]>  a  man 
to  haue  good  name  ^n  to  haue  grete  richesses 
[2829]  IF  And  ferfore  he  Baip  in  anoper  place  f  Do  gref 
diligence  aaip  Salamon  in  kepyng*  of*  )>in  frende  and  of 
]>in  goode  name  [2830]  IF  ffor  it  schal  longer  abyde  with 
pQ  pan  eny  tresour  be  if  neuer  so  precious  [2831] 
IF  And  certes  he  schuldc  noi^f  be  cleped  a  gentil  man  pa,if 
after  god  and  good  conscience  alle  ]>inges  lefte  ]>af  he  ne  dojy 
his  busynesse  ne  diligence  to  kepen  his  good  name 
[2832]  IF  And  Cassidorie  aaip  ]>af  if  is  signe  of*  a  good 
herte  whan  a  man  loue])  and  desyrejy  to  haue  a  good  name 
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[2833]  IT  And  ferfore  seij?  seinf  austyn  J?af  per 
ben  tuo  pinges  pa\?  ben  necessary  and  needfulLe 
[2834]  IT  And  l^af  is  good  consciens  [2835] 
to  ])m  owne  persone 

inward  and  good  loos  ffor  ])in  neybebour  outward 
[2836]  IF  And  he  ])af  truste]>  him  so  mechel  in  his  goode 
conscience  [2837]  ]}at*  he  displese]>  and  sette]^  it*  at* 
noujf  his  good  name  or  loos  and  rekke]>  noujf  p&t 
he  kepe])  nou^f  his  good  name  nys  but*  a  cruel  cherle 

[2838]  IT  Sire  now  haue  I  schewed  30W  how  ^e  schuln 
doon  in  getynge  of*  richesse  and  how  ^e  schuln  vsen  hem 
[2839]  IT  And  I  se  wel  j)af  for  fe  triiste  fat*  ^e  han  in 
richesse  je  woUen  moeue  bataile  *and  werre  [2840] 
IF  I  counsele  30U  J)af  je  begynne  no  werre  in  truste.of* 
joure  richesses  IT  ffor  fey  sufficen  noujf  werres  to  meyn- 
tene  [2841]  IF  And  ferfore  saij)  a  Philosophre  IF  That* 
a  man  desiref  and  wol  algates  han  werre  schal 
neuer  haue  sufficaunce  [2842]  IF  ffor  pe  richere  fat*  he  is 
pe  gretter  despenses  moot*  he  make  if*  he  wole  haue  wor- 
schip^  and  victory  [2843]  IF  And  Salamon)  saith  fat*  fe 
grettero  richesse  fat*  a  man  haf  f e  more  dispendoures  he 
haf  [2844]  IF  And  deere  sir  al  be  it*  so  fat*  for  ^oure 
richesses  ^e  may  han  moche  folk*  [2845]  ^  3^^  byhouef 
it*  nought*  ne  it*  is  nou3t*  good  to  begynne  werre  wher  as  30 
may  in  ofer  manere  haue  pees  vnto  3oure  worschi|)6 
and  profyt*  [2846]  IF  ffor  f e  victories  of*  Batailles  fat*  ben 
in  f is  world  lif  nou3f  in  gref  nombre  of  multitude  of* 
poeple  ne  in  fe  vertu  of*  manf  [2847]  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 
f e  willd  and  in  f e  hande  of*  our  lord  ihesn  crisf  // 
[2848]  And  ferfore  ludas  Makabeus  which  was 
goddes  knight*  [2849]  "vrhen  he  schulde  fighten  a3eins  his 
aduersaries  fat*  hadde  a  gretter  nombre  &  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of*  folk*  and  strenger  fen  was  f e  poeple  of*  Macha- 
bee  [2850]  IF  3et*  he  recomforted  his  litel  companye  and 
sayde  right*  in  fis  wise  [2851]  IT  As  lightly  quod  he 
may  our  lord  god  almighty  3eue   victory  to   fewe   folk? 
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as  to  many  folk*  [2852]  IT  flfor  Je  victory  of«  bataile  comejy 
noujt  by  gret*  nombrd  of*  poeplef  [2853]  buf  if  come]» 
fro  oure  lord  of*  heuene  //  [2854]  IT  And  deere  sire  for 
as  mocbil  as  per  is  no  man  certein  if  if  be  wor])y  paf 

god  jeue  him  victory  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8.^  or  nou3f .  after 

Jaf  Salomon  seip  [2855]  IT  Jerfore  eueTy  man  scbulde  gretly 
drede  werres  to  begynne  [2856]  IT  And  by  cause  faf  in 
batailles  schuln  fallen  many  periles  [2857]  IT  And  happe]> 
o]>erwhile  ])af  as  sone  is  J^e  grete  man  slayn  as  ]ye  litel 
man  [2858]  IT  And  as  if  is  writen  in  ^  secofide  book*  of^ 
kynges  IT  The  deedes  of*  batailles  ben  aduenturous  and 
vncertein  [2859]  ifor  as  lightly  as  is  oon  y-hurf  -wij^  a 
spere  as  ano]>6r.  [2860]  and  ^rfore  is  gref  p^ile  in 
irerre  IT  Therfore  schulden  men  flee  and  eschewe  werre  in 
as  mechel  as  a  man  may  goodly  [2861]  %  ffor  Salamo7» 
saip  IT  he  \a\f  loue])  perill  f  schal  falle  in  perille 

[2862]  IT  After  paf  dame  prudence  hadde  spoken  in 
pis  manure  IT  Mellibe  answerde  and  sayde  [2863]  IT  I  se 
wel  dame  Prudence  paf  by  3oure  faire  wordes  and  by 
3 oure  resofis  paf  \you8  mettez  avant,  gue\  pe  werre  lykep  30U 
noting*  [2864]  IT  Buf  I  haue  nof  3if  herde  3oure  wyse  coun- 
sel how  I  schal  do  in  pis  neede . 

[2865]  Certes  ^;uod  sche  I  counseile  30U  paf  30 
acorde  wip  30ure  aduersaries  and  paf  30  haue  pees 
wip  hem  [2866]  IT  ffor  seinf  lame  saip  in  his  Epistles 
paf  by  concord  and  pees  paf  smale  richesses  waxen 
grete  [2867]  IT  And  by  debaf  and  discord  pe  grete  richesses 
fallen  'doun  [2868]  IT  And  30  knowen  paf  oon  of*  pe 
grettesf  and  mosf  sou^rayn  ping*  paf  is  in  pis  world 
is  vnite  and  pees  [2869]  %  And  perfore  sayde  oure  lord 
Ihesu  crisf  to  his  appostles  in  pis  wyse  [2870]  IT  Wel 
happy  and  blessed  ben  pay  paf  louon  and  purchacen 
pees  ffor  pey  ben  cleped  pe  children  of*  god  [287 1]  IT  A  c^uod 
Mellibe  now  I  se  wel  paf  30  louen  nou3f  myn  honottr 
ne  my  worschipe    [2872]  IT    3e  knowe  wel  paf    my/i 
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adu^rsaries  Imui  bygonne  pia  debaat  and  brigge  by  here 
outrage  [2873]  IF  And  50  seen  wel  J^af  pej  neuer  queren  ne 
pieyen  me  noug&f  of*  pees  Ne  ))ey  asken  me  noujl^  to  be  recon- 
silede  [2874]  IT  Wole  3e  ]yanne  ]»at*  I  go  meke  me  and 
obeye  me  to  bem  .  and  crye  hem  mercy  f  [2875]  fifor  sojye 
)>af  were  nof  my  worschipe  [2876]  IT  ffor  rig&f  as  men  sayn 
))af  oner  gref  homlynesse^  engendrej)  despysyng  So 
fare])  it*  by  to  gret*  bumilite  and  mekenesse  p  eorreouo] 

[2877]  IF  Then  bygan  dame  prudence  to  make  sem- 
blaunf  of*  wra|)])e  and  sayde  [2878]  IF  Certez  sire  saue 
30ur  grace  IF  I  loue  jour  honot^r  and  jour  p*ofyt^  as  I  do 
myn  owne  and  eu6r  haue  doon  [2879]  ^®  3^  ^^  noon 
opei  ne  saugh  neuer  ))e  contraiye  [2880]  IF  And  jef  if  I 
hadde  sayd  je  schulde  haue  purchaced  fe  pees  and 
pe  reconsiliacioil  f  I  nad  nought*  mochel  mystaken  me 
ne  y-sayde  amys  [2881]  IF  ffor  pQ  wise  man  saith.  ]>e  dis- 
senciofi  bygynne])  by  anoj^er  man  and  pQ  reconsilynge 
begynne])  by  ])inself  [2882]  ^  And  po  prophage  aaip 
IF  fflee  schrewednesse  and  do  goodnesse  [2883]  ^  Seche  pees 
andfolwe  it*  as  mechil  as  in  ])e  is  /  [2884]  IF  jet*  saij)  he  nought 
%  jet*  schubi  je  ra))er  pursewe  to  jour  aduersaryes  for  pees 
}>an  ^ey  schuhi  to  jou  [2885]  IF  ffor  I  knowe  wel  ^af  je 
ben  so  harde  y-herted  ])at*  je  wolen  don  no  ]>ing*  for  me 
[2886]  IF  And  Salamon  sai])  IF  ^at  he  j^at*  hap  euer  an  hard 
herte  1  atte  laste  he  schal  myshappe  and  mystryde 

[2887]  IF  Whan  Mellibe  hadde  herde  dame  Prudence 
make  semblafit  of*  vmppQ  %  he  sayde  in  J^is  wyse  [2888] 
IF  Dame  I  pray  jou  ])at*  je  ben  noujt*  displesed  of*  )}inges 
])at<  I  say  jou  [2889]  ffor  je  knowe  wel  ^af  I  am  angry  and 
wro]>  and  p&i?  is  no  wonder  [2890]  IF  and  ))0  ])at* 
ben  wro))  witen  not*  wel  what*  fey  doon  ne  whaf  fay 
sayn  [2891]  IF  Wherfore  pe  prophet  ssdp  faf  / 
troubled  eyen  han  no  deer  sight*  [2892]  ^  But*  sittef 
and  counseilef  me  right  as  jow  liste .  ffor  I  am  redy  to  doon 
right*  as  je  wohi  desire  [2893]  IT  Andif*  je  reproeuenmeof*  my 
folye  IF  I  am  ]>e  more  halden  to  loue  jow  and  to  preysen 
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30U  [2894]  IF  ffor  Salamon  saij)  IF  he  |>af  TepToue)^ 
him  ])at  doo])  folyef  [2895]  he  schal  fynden  giettere  grace 
pan  he  ])af  disceyue]?  him  hy  woides 

[2896]  IT  Then  sayde  dame  Prudence  U  I  make  no 
semblaunf  of"  wrajfe/  ne  of*  anger  hut*  for  jouie  owne  profyt? 
[2897]  IT  ffor  Salo9non  sai^  IT  he  is  ^more  wor])  pat  re- 
proue])  or  chide]>  a  fool  for  his  folye  schewing*  him 
semblafif  of*  wra^])ef  [2898]  J^an  he  ])af  supporte])  him  / 
[  ....  710  gap]  in  his  mysdoynge  &  laughe])  at*  his 
folye  [2899]  IT  And  p\a  same  Salomo?}  saij)  afterward 
Jjaf  by  pe  sorwful  visage  of*  man  Jaf  is  to  say  by 
sory  and  heuy  contynaunce  of  a  man  [2900]  J^e  folk* 
correcte])  and  amende])  him  self* 

[2901]  If  Than  sayde  Hellibe  If  I  schal  nou^t*  konne  an- 
swere  vnto  so  many  resofis  as  ^e  patte]>  to  me  and 
schewe])  [2902]  Sayef  schortly  30ur  wiUe  and  jonre  coirn- 
seil  and  I  am  al  redy  to  fulfille  and  parforme 

[2903]  ^  Thenne  dame  Prudence  discouered  al  hire  wille 
vnto  him  and  sayde  [2904]  IF  I  counseile  ^ou  quod  he 
abonen  alle  ))ing*  })at*  30  maken  pees  betwixen  god  and 
30U  [2905]  and  be])  reconsiled  vnto  him  and  vnto  his 
grace  [2906]  IF  ffor  as  I  haue  sayde  jon  here-byfom  god 
ha])  sufi&ed  30U  to  haue  pia  tribulacioil  and  disese  for 
30ure  synnes  [2907]  and  if*  30  doon  as  I  say  30U  god  wol 
sonde  30ure  aduersaries  vnto  30U  [2908]  and  maken  3oure 
aduersaries  fallen  at*  30ure  feet* .  redy  to  doon  3our  wille  and 
3oiire  comaundement  [2909]  IF  ffor  Salomon  sai])  whan  ])econ- 
dicioil  of*  man  is  plesaunt*  and  likinge  vnto  god  //  [2910]  he 
chaunge])  pe  hertes  of*  mannes  adu^rsaries  and  con- 
streigne])  hem  to  besechen  him  of*  pees  and  of*  grace 
[291 1]  IF  And  I  pray  30U  let*  me  speke  wi])  30ur  aduersaries 
in  priue  place  [2912]  IF  ffor  pey  schuln  nou3t*  knowe  fat*  if 
be  3oure  wille  or  3oure  assent*  [2913]  and  fenne  whan 
1  knowe  here  wille  and  here  assent*  IF  I  may  counsel  30U 
pe  more  seurly 

[2914]  IF  Dame  qtwd   Mellibe   do])  30ure   wille  and 

CORPUS  531    (6-T.  244)  [Meaf2S2] 


SIX-TEXT   245 

GROUP  B.   §  10.  MELiBEus.  Corpiu  MS. 

joure  likynge  [2915]  IT  ffbr  I  putte  me  holly  in  ^oure 
disposiciofL  and  ordinance 

[2916]  IT  Thenne  dame  Prudence  whan  sche  sangh  ^e 
goode  wille  of*  hire  housbonde  sche  delyxu^red  and  took'  a-vys 
in  hire  self  [2917]  ])enking<  how  sche  mighte  bringe  yia 
neede.  vnto  a  good  conclusioii  and  to  a  good  ende 
[2918]  IT  And  whan  sche  saugh  hire  tyme  sche  sente  for  pe 
aduarsaries-  to  come  vnto  hire  in-to  a  priue  place 
[2919]  and  schewed  wysely  vnto  hem  fe  grete  goodnesse 
])at*  come])  of*  pees  [2920]  and  )>e  grete  harmes  and 
periles  faf  ben  in  werre  [2921]  IT  And  sayde  to  hem  in 
a  goodly  man  ere  hou  psA?  hem  If  aughte  to  haue  grcf  re- 
pentaunce  [2922]  of  ^e  Iniury  and  wrong*  J^af  ^y 
hadden  doon  to  McUibe  hire  lord  and  vnto  hire  and  vnto 
hire  doughter 

[2923]  IT  And  when  fey  herden  fe  goode  wordes  ot* 
dame  Prudence.  [2924]  j^ey  weren  so  supprised  and 
rauysscht*  and  hadden  so  gref  ioye  of  hire  pat*  wonder 
was  to  telle  [2925]  %  A  lady  quod  pay  ^e  han  schewed 
ynto  TS  pe  blessyng*  of*  swetnesse  after  pe  sawe  of 
dauid  pe  prophete  [2926]  IT  fFor  pe  reconsilyng*  which 
we  ne  ben  nou3f  worpy  to  haue  in  no  manere  [2927]  IT  Buf 
we  oughten  requiren  hit*  wip  gref  contriciofL  &  ^humilite 
[2928]  30  of*  30ure  grete  goodnesse  han  presented  rnto  vs 
[2929]  f  Now  se  we  wel  pat*  pe  science  and  pe  connynge 
of*  Salamon  is  ful  trewe.  [2930]  ffor  he  saip  paf 
swete  wordes  multiplyen  and  encrescen  freendes  and 
maken  schrewes  to  be  debonaire  and  meeke 

[2931]  IT  Certes  quod  pay  we  putten  oure  dede  and 
aH  oure  matiere  and  cause  al  holly  in  ^oure  goode  wiUe 
[2932]  and  ben  redy  to  obeye  to  pe  speche  of*  pe  comaunde- 
ment*  of*  my  lord  Mellibe  [2933]  If  And  perfore  deere 
and  benigne  lady  we  pr^yen  30U  and  besechen  30U  as 
mekely  as  we  conne  and  mowen  [2934]  pat*  if  like  vnto 
3our6  grete  goodnesse  to  fulfille  in  dede  ^oure  gootle 
wordes    [2935]    If  ffor   we    considren    and    knowlechcu 
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fat*  we  han  offended  and  y-greued  my  lord  Mellibe  ouf  of* 
TcsofL  and  mesure  [2936]  so  ferforf  fat*  we  be  nou3f  of*  power 
to  maken  him  amendes  [2937]  IF  And  ]>erfoie  we  oblige 
vs  and  oure  frendes  for  to  don  alld  his  wille  and  his 
comaimdemefit  [2938]  If  But*  perauenture  he  ha])  such 
henynesse  and  such  wra)>)>e  to  vs  ward  by  cause  of*  oure 
offense  [2939]  IF  That*  woln  enioygne  vs  such  peyne 
])ati  we  may  not*  here  ne  sustene  [2940]  IF  And  perfore 
noble  lady  we  beseche  to  30ure  wommanly  pite  [2941] 
to  taken  such  avisement/  in  ]>is  neede  ))at*  we  ne  oure 
freendes  ne  ben  nou3f  disherited  ))urgH  oure 
folye 

[2942]  IT  Certes  quod  Prudence  IT  If  is  an  hard  pinff  and 
right  perilous  [2943]  ))at*  a  man  putte  him  al  outrely 
in  ])e  arbitracio£L  and  luggement*  and  in  fQ  might  & 
power  of*  his  enmys  [2944J  IF  ffor  Salamon  sai])  If  leeue]) 
me  and  jeue])  credence  to  ]}at  fat*  I  schal  sayn 
IF  I  say  yeuere  peple  and  gouemours  of*  holy  chirche 
[2945]  to  fin  sone  to  fin  wyf*  [d  tan  frkre]  and  to 
fin  freende  [2946]  [ne  donne  puissance  sur  toy 
en  toufe  ta  vie  [2947]  Se  il  a  doncques  deffendu 
que  Veil  ne  donne  .  .  .  d  frhre  ne  d  ami 
(Le  M^nagier,  i.  230)]  fe  might*  of*  his  body 
[2948]  IF  By  a  strenger  resofl  he  defendef  and  forbedef  a 
man  to  3iue  himself*  vnto  his  enemy  [2949]  IF  And  nafe- 
les  I  counseile  30U  fat*  30  mystruste  nou3f  my  lord 
[2950]  IF  ffor  I  wot*  wel  and  knowe  wel  fat*  he  is 
debonaire  and  meke  large  &  courteys  [2951]  and  no 
f  ing*  desirous  of*  good  ne  coueytous  to  haue  richesse  [2952] 
IF  ffor  \er  is  no  fing*  in  fis  world  fat*  he  desiref 
eaue  worschipe  and  honour  [2953]  %  fforfermore 
I  knowe  wel  and  I  am  right*  seur  fat*  he  schal  nof ing* 
do  in  fis  neede  w/t^outen  my  counseil  [2954]  IF  And  I 
schal  so  worchen  in  fis  cause  by  fe  grace  of*  oura  lord 
god  fat*  30  schuln  ben  reconsiled  vnto  vs 

[2955]  IF  fenne  sayden  fey  wif  00  voys  IF  Worschipful 
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lady  we  putten  ts  and  oure  goodes  al  fully  in  ^onie  iville 
and  disposiciofl  [2956]  and  [been]  redy  to  come  what*  [day] 
^ou  likep  vnto  ^oure  noblesse  to  lymyten  vs  or  to  assignen 
vs  [2957]  for  to  maken  oure  obligaciofi  and  bond  as  strong* 
as  it*  like])  vnto  301116  goodnesse  [2958]  ])at<  we  may 
folfille  )>e  wille  of*  30U  and  of*  my  lord  Mellibe 

[2959]  IT  Whan  dame  Pradence  hadde  herd  fe  an- 
sweres  of*  ])ese  menf  sche  bad  hem  gon  ayayn  pryuyly 
[2960]  IT  And  sche  ^  retoumed  ajein  to  hire  lord  Mellybe  and 
tolde  him  how  sche  fond  hisaduersariesfol  repentannf  [296 1] 
and  knowlechinge  ful  reuerently  and  lowely  here  synnes  and 
here  trespaces  and  how  fey  weren  redy  to  suffre  allc  peyne . 
[2962]  requyrynge  and  prcyng*  him  of*  mercy  and  pite 

[2963]  IT  Thenne  sayde  Mellibe :  he  is  wel  worfy  to 
hauo  pardoft  and  forjeuenesse  [qui  ne  excuse  point 
eon  jpSchiSf  [2964]  mats  le  recongnoiet  et  s^en  repeni  at 
demands  indulgence;  [2965]  car  SSn^que  dit  Id  est 
rSmission  (Le  M^nagier,  i.  231)]  wher  as  confessiofi  is 
[2966]  IT  ffor  confession  is  neighebor  to  Innocence  [2967] 
IT  And  he  saith  in  anojyer  place  IT  he  ]}af  ha])  schame  for 

his  synne  and  knowleche])  it  [ no  gap] 

V  And  ])erfore  I  assente  and  conferme  to  haue  pecs 
[2968]  IT  But*  it*  is  good  faf  we  do  it*  noujt*  wi])Outen  pe 
assente  and  wille  of*  oure  freendes 

[2969]  IF  Then  was  Prudence  right*  glad  and  loyeful 
and  sayde  [2970]  ITCertes  sire  (]uod  sche  %  36  han  goodly  and 
wel  answered  [2971]  IT  ffor  right*  as  by  counseil 
assent  and  helpynge  of*  30ure  frendes  30  han  ben  styred 
to  vengen  30U  and  make  werref  [2972]  Eight*  so  wi]>- 
outen  here  counseil  schulle  30  nought*  acorde  ])ough  ^e  ne  haue 
pees  wi])  3oure  aduersaries  [2973]  IT  ffor  ])e  lawe  saith 
IT  fer  is  no  ])ing*  so  good  by  way  of*  kynde  as  pinff 
to  ben  vnbounden  by  hy w  ])at*  it  was  y-bounde 

[2974]  IT  And  ])enne  dame  Prudence  wi])outen  delay 
or  taryinge  sent  anon  messagers  for  hire  kyn  and  for 
hire  olde  frendes  whiche  J)at  were  trewe  and  wyse  [2975] 
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IT  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre  in  J)e  presence  of*  Mellybe  al 
))e  matiere  as  if  is  abouen  expressed  and  declared  [2976] 
IT  and  prcyden  hem  Jjaf  fey  wolden  yenen  hire  a  wyse  coirn- 
seillfi  IT  what*  best*  were  to  doon  in  pia  matieie  [2977]  IT  And 
whan  mellibens  connseil  hadde  taken  here  avys  and  good  de- 
liberacton  of*  pe  f orsayde  matiere  [2978]  and  hadden  examyned 
if  by  gref  busynesse  and  gref  diligence  [2979]  fey  jeuen 
fill  connseil  for  to  haae  pees  and  reste  [2980]  And  faf 
Mellibe  scholdereceyne  hif  with  good  herteof  his  aduersarics 
to  forjinenes  and  mercy 

[2981]  IT  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herde  fe 
assenf  of*  hire  lord  Mellibe  and  fe  connseil  of*  hire  frendes 
[2982]  acorded  wij)  hire  wille  and  entenciofl  [2983] 
sche  was  wonderly  glad  in  herte  and  sayde  [2984] 
IT  Ther  is  an  olde  prouerbe  qtiod  sche  saif  faf  fe 
goodnesse  faf  fu  maysf  do  fis  day  do  if  [2985]  and 
abyd  it/  noughf  ne  delay  if  nonghf  til  to  morwe  [2986]  IT  And 
fcrfore  I  counseile  faf  ^e  sende  joure  messagers  whiche 
faf  ben  discrete  and  wise  [2987]  vnto  ^oure  aduersaries  / 
tellynge  hem  in  joure  bihalue  [2988].  if*  fey  wolen 
trete  of*  pees  and  acorde  [2989]  faf  fey  schapen  hem 
wifouten  delay  or  taryynge  comynge  to  vs  [2990] 
IT  which  fing*  p^formed  was  in  dede  [2991]  and 
whan  fese  trespasoures  and  repentynge  folic*  of*  here 
folyes  faf  is  to  say  fe  aduersaries  of*  Mellibe  [2992] 
hadden  herde  whaf  fese  messangeres  ^sayden  vnto  hem; 
[2993]  fey  weren  ful  glad  and  ioyfullc  and  answerden 
ful  mekely  and  tenygnely  [2994]  jeldynge  graces  and 
faukes  to  here  lord  Mellibe  and  to  alia  his  companye 
[2995]  IT  and  schopen  hem  wifoutew  delay  to  go  wif  fe 
messangeres  and  obeye  to  f e  comanndemcnt  of*  here  lord 
Mellibe 

[2996]  ^  And  righf  anon  fey  token  here  wey  to 
Mellibe  [2997]  If  And  toke  fe  somme  of*  here  trewe 
wordes  and  frendes  to  maken  feif  for  hem  and  for  to 
ben  here  borwes   [2998]  IF  And  whanne   fey  comen   to 
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]>o  presence  of*  Mellibe  IT  he  sejde  hem  )»ese  wordes 
[2999]  IT  If  stanf  ])us  quod  Mellibe  and  Bop  iff  is 
)>af  36  [3000]  causeles  and  wijK)ufcen  skile  and  leson 
[3001]  han  don  grete  Ininries  and  wronges  to  me  and 
to  my  wyf*  Dame  Prudence  and  to  mjn  doughter  also  [3002] 
IT  ffor  ^e  han  entred  in-to  myn  hons  hy  vyolence  [3003]  and 
han  doon  suche  outrage  J^af  alle  men  knowen  wel  ]>at*  ^e  han 
disserued  J^e  dej)  [3004]  If  And  ])€rfore  wil  I  knowen 
and  wyten  of"  30U  [3005]  whejjer  ^f  je  wollen  putte  )>e 
punysschemenf  and  chastisyng*  and  pe  yengaunce  of 
J>is  outrage  in  fe  wille  of  me  and  my  vrjf*  dame  Prudence 
or  30  wobi  noujf 

[3006]  IT  Thenne  pe  wisesf  of  hem  fre  answerde  for 
hem  alia  and  sayde  [3007]  sir  quod  he  we  knowen 
wel  J)af  we  ben  vnworfy  to  come  to  ^oure  court? 
of  so  gref  a  lord  and  of  so  wor}>y  as  ^e  ben  [3008]  ffor 
we  han  so  gretly  mystaken  vs  and  han  offended  and  agulf 
in  such  a  wise  ajeins  ^our  heighe  lordschipe .  [3009]  )^af 
trewly  we  han  deserued  pe  deth  [3010]  IT  Buf  jif  for 
pe  grete  goodnesse  and  debonairte  ))at  sMe  pe  world 
witnesse))  of  ^oure  persone  [301 1]  IT  we  submitten  vs  to 
))e  excellence  and  benignite  of  ^oure  gracious  lordschipe 
[3012]  and  ben  redy  to  obeye  to  alle  ^our  comaundementz 
[3013]  besechynge  30U  J)at*  of  joure  mercyable  pite.  ^e 
woln  considre  oure  grete  repentaunce  and  lowe  submissioiL 
[3014]  and  to  grauute  vs  forjeuenesse  of  oure  outragous 
trespas  and  offence  [3015]  IT  ffor  wel  we  knowe  paf  ^oure 
liberalla  grace  &  mercy  strecche])  ferfer  in-to  good 
nesse  ))an  don  oure  outrageous  gultes  and  trespaces  in-to 
wickednesse.  [3016]  al  be  hit*,  paif  cursedly  and  damp- 
nably  we  han  gulf  a^eins  ^oure  heyhe  lordschipe 

[3017]  IT  Thenne  Mellibe  took*  him  vp  fro  pe  grounde 
ful  benygnely  [3018]  and  receyued  here  obligaciofis  and  here 
bandes  by  here  ojes  vppon  here  plegges  and  here  borwes  [3019] 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  retoumen  vnto  his 
courtes  [3020]  IT  ffor  to  accepte  and  receyue  pe  sentences  and 
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fe  luggementes  ])af  Mellibo  woldecomande  to  bendon  onhem 
by  ])e  causes  a-forn  sayde  /  [3021]  whiche  Jyinges  ordeyned  f 
euery  man  retoumede  ^  to  his  hoiis 

[3022]  IT  And  when  J>af  dame  Prudence  sangh  hire 
tyme  sche  f[r]eyned  and  axede  hire  lord  mellibe  [3023]  what* 
vengailce  he  ^oujf  to  take  of*  his  adu^rsaries 

[3024]  To  which  mellibe  answerde  and  sayde  IF  Certez 
quod  he  I  |>enke  and  pz^rpose  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herite  hem  of*  al  ])at*  ]>ay  han  IT  And  for  to  putten 
hem  in  exile  for  euere 

[3026]  IT  Certes  quod  Dame  Prudence  ))is  were  a  cruel 
sentence  and  mochel  ajeins  resofi  [3027]  H  ffor  ^e  ben  riche 
ynougli  and  han  no  neede  of*  o])er  mennes  good  [3028] 
and  90  mighte  lighfly  geten  30U  a  coueytous 
name  [3029]  which  is  a  yicious  finff  and  oughte 
[be]  eschewed  of*  euery  man  [3030]  IF  ffor  after  fe  sawe 
of^  ^  appostel  Coueitise  is  roote  of*  alle  harmes 
[3031]  IT  And  Jerfore  it  were  bettre  to  lese  so  mochel 
good  of*  ^oure  owne  ]>an  for  to  take  of*  here  good  in  ]>is 
manere  [3032]  IF  ffor  better  it*  is  to  leese  good  wip  worschipe 
^enne  it  is  good  to  wynne  worschipe  wij)  vilanye  and  schame 
[3033]  IF  And  euery  man  oughte  to  don  his  busynesse  and 
to  geten  him  a  good  name  [3034]  IF  and  3et*  schal  he  nou3f 
only  kepen  him  in  kepyng*  of*  his  good  name  [3035]  IF  But* 
he  schal  also  enforcen  liim  alwey  to  don  som  ^ing*  by 
which  he  may  renouelle  his  good  name  [3036]  IF  ffor  it*  is 
write  pa,V  pe  olde  goode  loos  or  good  name  of*  a  man 
is  sone  goon  and  passed  when  it  is  nou3f  newed  and  r&- 
nouelled  [3037]  IF  And  as  touchinge  fat*  ^e  sayn  J)at*  30 
woln  exile  30ure  adue^^saries  [3038]  )>at*  penkep  me 
mochil  a3eins  resofl  and  out*  of  mesure  [3039]  IF  Con- 
siderej)  )>e  power  paV  36  han  30uen  30U  vpon  hemself* 
[3040]  and  it*  is  writen.  )>at*  he  is  vrorpy  to  lesen  his 
priuilege  ]>af  misvse])  if  IF  The  might*  and  ))e  power  )»af 
is  jouen  him .  [3041]  And  I  sette  caas  )»at*  36  might*  annoye 
hem  paif  pcyne  by  right*  and  by  lawe   [3042]   which  I 

37  COKPUS  637    (6-T.  260)  [Ucafa*] 


8IZ-TEXT   251 

6B0UP  B.  §  10.  iiELiBEus.  Corpu  MS. 

trowe  ^e  may  nonjt  do  [3043]  I  saj  ne  ne  mighte  noujt^ 
putte  it*  to  execuciofi  pcrauentare  [3044]  and  Jienne 
were  it*  likly  to  retome  to  ^e  werre  as  it^  was  byfom 
[3045]  IT  And  Jyerfore  if*  ^e  woln  ^at^  men  do  30U  obeia- 
saficef  je  moste  deme  more  cxuteisly  [3046]  ^is  is  to 
sayn  je  moste  jiue  more  esy  sentences  and  lugements 
[3047]  IT  for  it  is  writen  ]>af  he  )»at*  most*  courteisly 
comaundeth  i  to  him  men  most*  oheyen  [3048]  IT  And  fer» 
fore  I  pray  30a  |Mif  in  )»is  necessite  and  in  fia  needef 
^e  casten  Jierfore  to  onercome  joure  herte  [3049]  IT  ffor  Senek* 
aaip  IT  he  pat*  oones  ouercome)i  his  herte  f  oaereome|» 
twyes  [3050]  IT  And  ToUius  sai]»  IT  Ther  is  no  ^ing*  so 
comendable  in  a  gret  lord  [3051]  as  whan  he  is  debon- 
aire  andmeekeand  appe8e])himmeekely  [3052]  If  And  I  pray 
jou  ]>af  ^e  woln  forbere  now  to  do  vengafice  [3053]  in 
such  a  manure .  ^af  joure  goode  name  may  be  kepte  and 
conserued  [3054]  and  ^at*  man  may  haue  ^  cause  and 
matiere  to  preyse  30U  of*  pite  and  of*  m^rcy  [3055]  and 
)>af  ^e  ban  no  cause  to  repente  30U  of*  ]>ing«  ))at*  30  doon) 
[3056]  %  ffor  Senek*  seif  f  he  onercomep  in  euel 
manere  fat*  repente))  him  of  his  victory  [3057]  IT  Wher- 
for©  I  pray  jou  let*  mercy  be  in  ^oure 
herte  [3058]  to  )»effecte  and  ye  entente  y&if  god 
almighty  haue  mercy  vpon  30U  in  his  laste  luggement  [3059] 
[Car  saint  Jacques  dit  en  son  epistre :  Jngemeni  *]  IT  wi^* 
outen  mercy  schal  be  to  him  ^f  ha)»  no  mercj  o^ 
ano)>er  wight*  C*  La  M«n.  l  tan 

[3060]  IT  Whan  mellibe  had  herde  )>e  grete  skiles 
and  resofis  of*  Dame  Prudence  and  of*  hire  wise  informaciofis 
and  techingesf  [3061]  his  herte  gan  enclyne  to  pe  wille  o^ 
his  wyf  consyderyng*  to  ])e  trewe  entent*  [3062]  con* 
formed  him  anon  IT  And  assented  fully  to  worchen  after  hire 
counseil  •  [3063]  and  ^anke]>  god  of/  whom  procedeth  alt 
goodnesse  )>at*  him  sente  a  wyf*  of  so  gret^ 
discreciofi  [3064]  IT  And  when  ]>e  day  came  ^at^  his  sdner^ 
saries  schulde  apperen  in  his  presence!  [3065]  he  spake 
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to  hem  fid  goodly  and  sayde  to  hem  in  ]iis  wise/  [3066]  IT  Al 
be  if  80  fat*  of*  ^oure  pruyde  and  by  presumpcioil  and  folye 
IF  and  of  jouie  necligence  and  ynkimnynge  [3067]  ^e  han 
mysbom  30a  and  trespassed  to  me  /./  [3068]  3et*  for  as 
meche  as  I  se  and  byholde  joure  grete  humilite 
[3069]  and  ])af  je  ben  sory  and  repentaunf  of*  3oure  gultes  f 
[3070]  it*  constieignet&  me  to  do  30U  grace  and  laercj 
[3^7 1]  IT  Wherfore  I  leceyne  30U  vnto  my  grace/  [3072]  and 
foi3iae  30U  outrely  alle  pe  offenses  Iniuries  and  wronges 
fat  30  han  doon  a3eins  me  and  myne  [3073]  to  pia 
effecte  and  to  fis  ende  /  fat*  god  of*  his  endeles  mercy 
[3074]  wol  at*  fe  tyme  of*  onre  deyinge  for3iuen  onxe 
gultes  fat*  we  han  trespass  vnto  him  in  f is  wrecchede 
world  //  [3075]  IT  ffor  douteles  if*  we  ben  sory  and  lepentannt^ 
of*  f e  synnes  and  gultes  fe  whiche  we  han  trespassed  in  f e 
sigfit*  of*  oure  lord  god  f  [3076]  he  is  so  &e  and  so  mercy- 
fid  [3077]  fat*  he  wol  foi^iuen  vs  oure  gultes  [3078] 
and  bryngen  ts  to  f ilke  blisse  f af  neuer  haf  ende . 
To  which  blisse  he  vs  bringe  That  blood  on  crosse  for  vs 
gan  springe  Qui  cum  pa/re  / 

IT  Here  endef  Chancers  tale  of*  Mellibe  // 
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^  Prologue  Monaclii 

Com  U^ff»K  ^^dtj 

m  m   r  iian  ended  waa  fe  tale  of*  Mellibe 
m/ m/     And  of*  Plndence  and  hire  benignite  3080 

f   T      Oiiie  boost*  sayde  as  I  am  fey])fal  man 
And  By  fe  precious  corpns  Madiyan 
I  hadde  leuer  ])an  a  baiel  ale 

Tbat*  goode  leef*  my  wyf  bad  beid  ]>is  tale  3084 

£for  scbe  nys  no  ]7ing*  of*  sucb  padence 
As  was  fia  Mellibeus  wyf*  Prudence 
By  goddes  bones  wban  I  bete  my  knaues  cieaf  <»} 

Scbe  biinge])  me  fe  grete  dobbed  stanes  3088 

And  crye]>  sle  fe  dogges  euerychon 
And  breke  bo]>e  bak*  and  bon 
And  if*  ^af  any  neygbebour  of*  myne 
Wol  n6u3f  in  diircbe  to  my  wif*  enclyne  3092 

Or  be  so  bardy  to  bire  to  trespace 
Wban  scbe  come]»  home  scbe  rumpetb  me  ^e  face 
and  cryej  false  coward  wreke  fin  wyf" 
By  corpus  bones  T  wol  baue  fy  knyf*  3096 

And  f ou  schalf  baue  my  distaf*  and  go  spynne 
ffro  day  to  nigbt*  right*  fus  scbe  wol  begynno 
Alias  scbe  saif  fat*  euer  I  was  y-scbape 
To  wedde  a  melksop  or  a  coward  ape  /  3100 

That*  wil  ben  ouerled  wif  eucry  wight 
Thou  darst*  noujf  stonde  by  f y  wyf*  aright* 
This  is  my  lyf*  but*  if*  fat*  I  wolde  fight* 
And  out*  at*  fe  dore  anon  I  mot*  me  dight*  3104 

Or  elles  I  am  lost*  but  if*  fat*  I 
Be  like  a  wilde  leofi  fool  hardy 
I  wot*  wel  scbe  wol  do  me  slee  som  day 
Som  neihebore  and  fanne  I  go  my  way  3108 

ffor  I  am  perilous  wif  knyf*  on  honde  / 
Al  be  if  fat*  I  dar  hire  nou3f  wif  stonde  / 
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ffor  sche  is  bigge  in  armes  by  my  fei]» 

That*  schal  be  fynde  |^at  biie  mysdo])  or  aeip  3112 

But*  laf  Ys  passe  away  fro  pla  matiere  / 

My  lord  sire  monk'  be  sai^  be  meiy  of*  cbeere  / 

ffor  ye  sebol  telle  a  tale  trewely 

Ix>  Roucbestre  stanf  bere  faste  by  3116 

Eyd  for}»  myD)  owne  lord  brek*  nou}f  oar  game 

But*  by  my  trou}>e  I  knowe  noujt^  30ure  name  / 

Wbe^r  I  scbal  calle  30a  my  lord  daun  Iob& 

Or  Daun  Tbomos  or  elles  Daun  Albofi  3120 

Of*  wbaf  bous  be  30  by  your  fader  kyn 

I  vowe  to  god  pon  bastf*  a  ful  fayr  skyn 

If  is  a  gentil  pasture  ]>er  pou  gosf  [imf  tss] 

Tbou  arf  noujf  like  a  penailt*  or  a  gost  3124 

Yppon  my  fei]»  pou  arf  som  officer 

Som  worfy  Sexteyn  or  som  Celerer 

ffor  by  my  fader  soule  as  to  my  dome  • 

Tbou  arf  a  maister  wban  pon  art  af  borne  3128 

No  pouer  cloysterer  ne  no  pouer  novys 

Buf  gouemour  wyly  and  wys 

And  ^er-with-al  of  brawnes  and  of*  bones 

A  wel  faryngi  persone  for  ^  nones  3132 

I  pray  to  god  ^iue  bim  confusiofi 

Tbaf  fersf  pe  brougbf  in  to  religiofi 

Tbou  woldesf  baue  ben  a  tredefoul  ariglLf 

Haddesf  }k)u  as  gref  leue  as  )>ou  basf  miglif  3136 

To  parfourme  al  pj  lusf  in  engendure  / 

Tbou  baddesf  bygeten  many  a  creature 

Alias  wby  weresf  pon  so  wyd  a  Cope 

Qod  3if'  me  sorwe  and  I  were  a  Pope  3140 

Kou^f  oonly  pon  buf  eu^ry  migbty  man 

Tbougb  be  were  scbore  beybe  ypon  bis  pan 

Scbulde  baue  a  wyf*  for  al  ])is  world  is  lorn 

Eeligiofi  h&p  take  vp  al  pe  com  3144 

Of*  tredyng*  and  we  borell^  men  ben  scbrimpes 

Of  feeble  trees  pev  come])  wreccbed  ympes 
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This  make])  jyat*  ouie  lieires  ben  so  sdesidre 
And  feble  pa,V  ]»ay  may  not*  wel  engendre  3148 

This  make])  ^af  oure  wyfea  wol  assay 
Beligioos  folk*  for  fej  may  bettre  pay 
Of*  yenus  payemenf  pen  mowen  ^e 
Crod  woof  no  losshebuTghes  paye  30  3152 

But*  bejy  noTiglit*  wio]>  my  lord  J^ongh  JutV  I  play 
ffiil  ofte  in  game  a  so])  I  bane  herd  say 
This  wor^y  monk*  took*  al  in  pacience 
And  sayde  I  wil  do  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  fer  ad  Boimep  in  to  honeste 
To  telle  30U  a  tale  or  tuo  or  ]>ie 

And  if*  30U  liste  herkne  hiderward  pear  tsQ 

I  wol  jon  seyn  J>e  lyf"  of  seinf  Edwaird  3160 

Or  elJes  tregedys  first*  wol  I  telle 
Of*  whiche  I  haue  an  hundred  in  my  selle 
Tregedye  is*for  to  telle  a  certein  storye 
As  olde  bookes  maken  memorie  3164 

Of*  hem  ])at*  stood  in  gret*  prospmte 
And  is  y-falle  out*  of*  heigh  degre 
In-to  miserie  and  ende])  wrecchedly 
And  fej  ben  yercefyed  comenly  3168 

Of*  sixe  foote  whiche  ^af  men  clepeu  examytron 
In  proce  eek*  ben  endited  many  oon 
And  eek*  in  metre  in  many  a  sondiy  wyse 
Lo  pia  aughte  jou  ynough  sufPyse  3172 

Kow  herkne])  if*  jou  liste  for  to  heere 
But*  first*  I  30U  beseche  in  ])is  mateere  / 
])OUgh  I  by  ordre  telle  noujf  ^ese  ^inges 
Be  if  of*  Popes  Emp^rours  or  Kynges  3176 

And  after  here  ages  as  men  writeu  fynde 
Buf  telle  hem  some  bifore  some  behinde 
As  if  come))  now  to  my  remembrance 
Haue])  me  excused  of*  myn  ignorance  ^  Explicit 

prologt£^  monachx 
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If  Here  telle])  pe  monk*  //  De  casibws  yironim  illustriuw 

f  CH»  xxj*? 

[No  breaks  between  the  stanzaa  in  tlis  ifS.] 


IWol  bewayle  in  maner  of*  Tregedye 
The  harme  of«  hem  J>at»  stande))^  in  heih  degre  5aJj|?^'^j|^ 
And  fallen  so  faf  fer  nas  no  remedye  •«»•(''»] 

To  bringen  hem  out*  of*  here  aduersite  3184 

ffor  certein  when  ))af  fortune  lust*  to  fle 
Ther  may  no  man  of*  hire  Jje  cours  wipholde  / 
pLat  nonis  truste  on  blyn[d]  prosperite*]     [■-•'«<«•, '""w"^*] 
Be])  war  by  ))is  ensamples  jong*  and  olde  3188 

\L}icifer.'\ 
At*  lucifer  ])ough  he  an  aungel  were      IT  Pnmo  de  lucifero 
And  nought  a  man  at*  him  I  wol  begynne 
ffor  )^eigh  fortune  may  non  aungel  dere 
ffrom  heih  degre  jet*  felle  he  for  his  synne  3192 

Doun  in-to  helle  wher  as  he  ^et*  is  Inne 
O  lucifer  brightest*  of  aungeles  alld 

Now  art*  ))ou  Sathanas  ^at  mayst  not*  twynne     [iMtf  »6,  bwki 
Out*  of*  miserie  which  fou  art*  y-falle  3196 

De  Adamo  \in  margin,] 
[LO  Adam  in  the  felde  of/  Damascene .    CHui  mb  1758,  Ut^fiui 
With  goddis/  owne  finger/  wroght/  was/  he . 
And  not  hi  getyng/  of/  mannes/  sperme  vnclene . 
And  welte  ail  Paradis/  sauyng/  oo  tre .  3200 

Had  neuyr/  worldly  man  so  hye  degree . 
As/  Adam  had  tilt  he  for  his/  gouemaunce . 
Was/  drynen  out/  of/  his/  hye  prosperite . 
To  labour/  an  to  helle  &  to  myschaunce .]    (BmA  extract  mcU] 
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[Samp807i.] 
if  Lo  Sampson  which  was  aiinu?M:iate 
By  ))angel  long*  er  his  natiuite  / 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrate 
And  stood  in  nobles  whiles  he  mighte  se  3208 

Was  neuer  such  anoj^er  as  was  he 
To  speke  of*  8tieng})e  and  perto  hardynes 
Buf  to  his  wyues  tolde  he  his  secre 
Thurgh  which  he  slough  himself*  ])urgh  wrecchednes  3212 

V  Sampson  fiB  noble  and  mighty  champion 

Wi|)outen  wepen  sauf  his  handes  tweye 

he  slough  and  al  to-rente  ])e  leoun 

Toward  his  weddyng*  walkyng*  by  fe  weye  3216 

his  false  wyf  couj^e  him  so  plese  and  preye  / 

Til  sche  his  counseil  knewe  and  sche  vntrewe 

Ynto  his  foos  his  counseil  gan  bewieye 

And  him  forsok*  and  took*  anojyer  newe  3220 

IT  An  hundred  foxes  tok*  Sampson  for  Ire 

And  alle  here  tayles  he  togyder  bond 

And  sette  ]>e  foxes  tayles  allg  on  fujTe 

£for  he  in  eu^ry  tail  ha]>  putf  a  brond  3224 

And  pej  brenf  alle  pe  comes  in  ]7af  lond 

And  eek<  here  Olyues  and  here  yynes  eeke 

A  ])ousend  men  eek*  he  slough  wi]>  his  bond 

And  hadde  no  wepne  buf  an  asse  cheeke  3228 

IT  Whan  pej  were  slayn  so  pursted  him  paf  lie 

Was  wel  neigh  lorn  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 

That*  god  wolde  of*  his  peyne  haue  som  pite  [terfftw] 

And  sende  him  drinke  or  elles  most*  he  deye  /  3232 

And  of*  J)is  asse  cheeke  Jiaf  was  so  druye 

Out*  of*  a  wang*  too])  sprang*  anon  a  welle 

Of*  which  he  drank*  ynough  schortly  to  seye 

Thus  hilpc  him  god  as  Indicium  can  telle  3236 
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IT  By  veiray  force  at*  Gasan  on  a  night;* 

Maiigie  philistiens  of  ))atf'  Cite 

The  gates  of>  ^e  toun  he  ha^  yp  plight* 

And  on  his  bakke  y-karyed  hem  ha|>  he   '  3240 

heighe  on  an  hille  where  as  men  mighte  se 

O  noble  almighty  Sampsofi  leef*  and  deere 

That*  strong*  and  noble  ha)>  be  / 

In  all6  ^is  world  ne  hadde  ]»er  ben  ]>y  peere  3244 

IT  This  Sampsoil  nener  cyder  drank*  ne  wyn 

Ne  on  his  heed  came  Easoiur  non  ne  scheere 

By  precepte  of*  ^  messanger  deuyn 

ffor  elle  his  strengj^e  was  in  his  here  3248 

And  fully  twenty  jeer  by  jere 

he  hadde  of*  Israel  ]>e  gouemafice 

But*  after  soone  schal  he  wepe  many  a  teere 

ffor  wommen  schuln  bringe  him  to  meschafice  3252 

IT  Ynto  his  le^nman  Dalida  he  tolde 

That*  in  his  heeres  alia  his  Btreng]>e  lay 

And  falsly  to  his  fomen  sche  him  solde 

And  slepyng*  vpon  hire  barme  vpan  a  day  3256 

Sche  made  to  clippe  or  schere  his  here  away 

And  made  his  foomen  alle  his  crafte  aspyen 

And  whan  ^af  ])ay  him  fond  in  snch  aray 

They  bonde  him  faste  and  putte  oaf  his  eyen  3260 

IT  But*  er  his  heer  was  y-clipped  or  yH9chaue 

Ther  was  no  bond  ]>af  might*  him  bynde 

But^  now  is  he  in  prisoun  putte  in  a  Caue 

Where  as  ]>ey  made  him  at*  )ie  qneme  grynde  3264 

O  noble  Sampson  strongest*  of*  mankynde 

0  whilom  Ingge  in  glorie  and  in  richesse 

Now  majstow  wepe  with  )»in  eyen  blynde  [iMf  287.  ImcIc] 

Se])eneB  )»ou  art*  fro  wele  falle  in  to  wrecchidnesse       32G8 
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IT  The  ende  of  f\s  Caytifie  was  as  I  schal  seye 

his  foomen  made  a  feste  vp-on  a  day 

Aud  made  him  as  here  fool  bifom  hem  pleye 

And  ^is  was  [in]*a  temple  of  gret*  aray  3272 

But*  at*  ]>e  laste  he  made  a  foul  affray 

ffor  he  tuo  postes  schooki  and  made  hem  falle  / 

And  doun  f el  temple  and  al  ])er  it*  lay 

And  slough  himself'  and  eek*  his  foomen  alia  3276 

IT  TMs  is  to  say  ])e  princes  euerichon 

And  eek*  a  Jyousand  bodyes  were  pej  slayn 

Wi])  fallyng*  of  ye  grete  temple  of  stoon 

Of  Sampson)  ne  wol  I  no  more  sayn  3280 

Be]^  war  of  ]>is  ensample  olde  and  playn 

Thaf  noman  telle  here  counsel!  to  here  wyues 

Of  such  ])ing<  as  ]»ay  wolde  haue  secre  fayu 

If  ^at*  it  touche  here  lymes  or  here  lyues  3284 

[Herctdes,] 
IT  Of  Ercule  J^e  soueraign)  conqueroui  IT  De  Ercule 

Syngen  his  werkes  lewede  and  heih  renoun 
ffbr  in  his  tyme  of  streng^e  he  bar  ^e  flour 
he  slough  and  rafte  pe  skyn  fro  pe  leotm  3288 

he  of  senf  arwes  leyde  pe  boosf  a  doun 
he  arpyes  slough  pe  cruel  biiddes  felle 
he  golden  apples  rafte  pe  dragoun 
he  drough  out*  Serberois  pe  hound  of  helle  3292 

IT  He  slough  pe  cruel  tyraunt  Buserus 

And  made  his  hors  to  frete  him  fleissh  and  boon 

He  slough  pe  verray  serpenf  venymous 

Of  Achilles  tuo  homes  brark*  he  oon  3296 

And  he  slough  Caeus  in  a  Cave  of  ston 

He  slough  ^e  geaunt*  Anteus  pe  stronge  / 

He  slough  pe  grisly  boor  and  ^f  anoon 

And  bar  pe  heed  vpon  his  necke  longe  3300 

^  COBPUS  646   (e-T.  260) 


SIX-TEXT   260 

QBOUF  B.  §  IS.  monk's  talb.  CorpuB  MS. 

IT  Was  nener  wig&f  siyen  ^e  world  bygan 

J^atfi  slongfi  80  many  monstres  as  dede  he 

Thoigb  out;*  ^is  'Wilde  world  bis  name  ran  D««f  s»] 

Whaf  for  his  8treng])e  and  for  his  bounte  3304 

And  enery  Keeme  went  he  for  to  see 

He  was  so  strong*  f&V  no  man  mighf  him  lette 

And  bo^e  ]>e  worldes  ende  saith  trophe  / 

In  stede  of*  boundes  he  a  piler  sette  3308 

f  A  lemman  hadde  ])is  noble  Campiofi 

That*  highte  Deianyre  freissh  as  may 

And  as  ]>e  clerkee  maden  menciofi 

6che  ha])  him  sent  a  scherie  freisch  and  gay  3312 

Alias  ])is  scherte  and  weylaway 

Enuenymed  was  subtily  wif  alle 

Thaf  or  fa,V  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day 

If  made  his  boones  fro  his  fleissch  to  falle  /  3316 

IT  Buf  naj^eles  some  clerke«  hire  exnsen 

By  oon  faif  highte  I^essos  ^af  if  maked 

Be  as  be  may  I  wol  hire  noughf  accusen 

Buf  on  hiB  bakke  ^  scherte  he  weres  al  naked  3320 

Tille  ^af  his  fleissli  was  fro  pe  yenym  blaked 

And  whan  he  saugh  non  o^er  remedye 

In  bote  coles  he  ha]»  himself  y-raked 

ffor  wi])  no  yenym  deyned  he  to  dye  3324 

IT  Thus  starf*  ^is  wor)»y  mighty  hercules 

Lo  who  may  troste  on  fortune  ony  ))rowe 

ffor  him  j)af  folwej)  all6  ])is  world  of*  prees 

Er  he  be  war  is  ofte  y-leyd  fol  lowe  3328 

fful  wys  ia  he  ^af  himself*  can  knowe 

Be^  war  for  when  ^af  fortune  lusf  to  glose  / 

Than  wayte]y  sche  hire  man  doun  to  |)rowe 

By  such  a  way  as  he  wolde  lesf  suppose  //  3332 
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[Nebuchadnezzar,^ 
IT  The  mighty  trone  ye  precious  tresor      IT  De  Rege  Nabu- 
The  glorioos  septir  and  really  mageste  godonosore 

That*  hadde  ]>e  king*  Nabogodonosor 
Wif  tunge  vnne^e  may  discryued  be  3336 

he  twyes  nam  Jhenisalem  ])e  cite  / 
The  vessel  of*  pe  temple  he  wi])  him  ladde 
IT  At*  Babiloyne  was  his  souerain  see  /  [lenf  sas.  back] 

In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delit'  he  hadde  /  3340 

The  fayrest'  children  of*  pe  blood  royaUe 

Of  leruaolem  he  dede  do  gylde  anon 

And  maked  eche  of  hem  to  ben  his  pTfdle 

Among*  all6  o)>er  Daniel  was  oon  3344 

That*  was  J)e  wisest*  childe  of*  eue77chon 

ffor  he  pe  dremes  of*  pe  king*  expowned 

Wher  as  in  Caldey  clerk*  was  Jer  non 

That*  wiste  to  what*  fyn  his  dremes  sowned    .  3348 

IT  This  proude  king*  leef  make  a  statue  of*  golde. 

Sixty  cubites  longe  and  seuen  in  brede 

To  which  Image  bo^e  jonge  and  olde 

Comaunded  he  to  lowte  and  haue  in  drede  /  3352 

Or  in  a  foumeys  fid  of*  ilammes  rede 

He  schal  be  brent*  )»at*  wolde  nought*  obeye 

But  neuere  wolde  assente  to  ^af  dede 

Danyel  ne  his  3onge  felawes  tweye  3356 

IT  This  king*  of  kynges  proude  and  elat* 

he  wende  god  ^at*  sitte  in  mageste 

Ne  might*  him  nought*  byreue  of*  his  estate 

But*  sodeinly  he  lost*  his  diguite  3360 

And  like  a  beeste  him  seemed  for  to  be 

And  ete  hey  as  an  oxe  and  lay  pev  oute 

In  reyn  wij)  wilde  bestes  walked  he 

Til  a  certein  tyme  was  come  aboute  3304 
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IT  And  ylike  an  Egles  feperes  were  his  heres 

And  nayles  like  briddes  clawes  were  / 

God  releeued  him  at*  certeyn  3eere8 

And  jaf  him  witte  and  Jeanne  wi])  many  a  tere  3368 

he  ))ankede  god  and  euer  his  lyf  in  feere 

Was  he  to  don  amys  or  more  trespas 

And  or  Jaf  y-leyd  was  on  his  beere 

he  knew  wel  fsA?  god  was  ful  of<  might*  and  grace       3372 

[BeUhazzar,] 

IT  his  sone  which  faf  highte  Baltyzar   IT  De  Baltazar  d/c/i 

baf  heeld  be  regne  after  his  fader  day       ^^^^  Nabugodo- 

nosor  nuo 
he  by  his  fader  coufe  noii3t*  be  war    [leaf  swj 

ffor  prowd  he  was  of  herte  and  of*  array  3376 

And  eek*  an  ydolatre  was  he  ay 

his  heihe  astate  asseured  him  in  pryde 

Bat*  fortune  caste  him  doun  and  )}er  he  lay 

And  sodeinly  his  regne  gan  deuyde  /  3380 

H  A  feste  he  made  vnto  his  lordes  alle 

ypon  a  tyme  he  made  hem  blij^e  be  / 

And  ^enne  his  officeres  gan  he  calle 

Goode  bringeth  forth  ^e  vesselles  quod  he  3384 

Which  faf  my  fader  in  his  prospmte 

Out*  of*  ))e  temple  of*  len^^akm  byrafte 

And  to  oure  heihe  goddes  ])anke  we 

Of*  honour  ]>at  oure  eldres  vnp  ys  lafte  3388 

f  His  wyf*  his  lordes  and  his  concubynes 

Ay  drunken  whiles  here  appetyte  laste  / 

Out*  of*  Jis  noble  vesseles  sondry  wynes  / 

And  on  a  wal  ])is  king*  his  eyhen  caste  3302 

And  saugh  an  hande  armies  ))at/  wrof  ful  faste 

ffor  feer  of*  which  he  quook*  and  slked  soie 

This  hande  ^at  Baltazar  made  so  sore  agast* 

Wrot*  mane  techel  phares  and  no  more  3396 
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IT  lu  al  ])af  lend  magicien  was  ]>er  non 

That*  cou]>e  expoune  what*  ])is  lettre  menf 

But*  Daniel  expouned  it*  anon 

And  sayde  king*  god  to  J^i  fader  sent*  3400 

Glory  and  honour  Eegne  tresor  and  rent 

And  he  was  prowde  and  no  ping  god  ne  dradde  / 

And  ]>erfore  god  gret*  wreche  vpon  him  sent 

And  him  byrafte  pe  regne  ^af  he  hadde  3404 

IT  He  was  out*  casf  of  mannes  companye 

WiJ>  asses  was  his  habitaciofi 

And  eete  hey  as  a  beeste  in  wete  and  drye 

Til  ]>af  he  knew  by  grace  and  by  resoun  3408 

That*  god  of*  heuen  h&p  domynaciofi 

Ouer  eucry  regne  and  eue?y  creature 

And  ^enne  hadde  god  of  him  compassioil  omttn,  iMck] 

And  him  restored  his  regne  and  his  figure  3412 

IT  Eke  ])ou  ])af  arf  his  sone  art*  proud  also 

And  knowest*  aHe  pia  ]>inges  pryuyly 

and  arf  rebell  to  god  and  arf  his  foo 

Thou  drank*  eeke  of  his  vessels  boldely  3416 

Thy  wyf*  eek*  and  J>y  wenche  synfuUy 

Drank*  of*  fe  same  vessels  sondry  wynes 

And  heryed  false  goddes  cursedly 

Ther  fore  to  ]>e  schapen  gief  pyne  is  /  3420 

IT  This  hand  was  sent  fro  god  ^at  on  fe  wal 

Wrof  mane  techel  phares  truste  me 

Thin  regne  is  doon  ]>ou  weyesf  nof  af  al 

Deuyded  is  pj  regne  and  if  schal  be  3424 

To  Medes  and  to  Perses  ^euen  quod  he 

And  ))ilke  same  nighf  pe  Idnff  was  slawe 

And  Daryus  occupieth  his  degre 

They  he  perto  nad  nejper  righf  ne  lawe  3428 
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IT  Lordynges  her-by  ensample  may  je  take 

How  ]>at*  in  lordschipe  is  no  sikemesse 

ffor  whan  fortune  wole  a  man  forsake 

He  beie]>  a-wey  his  regno  and  his  richesse  /  3432 

And  eek*  his  freendes  bo]?e  more  and  lesse 

And  what*  man  ha])  freendes  pnigYi  fortune 

Mishap  wole  make  hem  enemys  I  gesse 

This  prouerbe  is  ful  so])  and  ful  commune  3436 

[Zenobia.] 

IT  Cenobya  of*  Palymere  J>e  queene       IT  De  Cenobia  Paly- 

As  writen  Persiens  of  hire  noblesse         ^^^^  ^&^ 

So  wor])y  was  in  annes  and  so  keene 

That*  no  wighf  passed  hire  in  haidynesse  /  3440 

Ne  in  lynage  ne  in  o])er  gentillesse  / 

Of  kinges  blood  of  Perce  sche  descended 

I  saye  ])af  sche  nad  nou^t*  mosf  faimesse 

£uf  of  hire  schap  sche  mighf  nought*  ben  amended   3444 

IT  ffro  hire  childhode  I  fynde  |)at*  sche  fledde 

Office  of  wommen  and  to  woode  sche  wente 

And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  sche  schedde  [lenf  2403 

With  arwes  brode  ])af  sche  to  hem  sente  /  3448 

Sche  was  so  swyfte  ])af  sche  anon  hem  hente 

And  whan  ])af  sche  was  elder  sche  wold  kille 

Leouns  luperdes  and  beres  alto-renf 

And  in  hire  armes  welde  hem  at*  hire  wille  3452 

IT  Sche  dorste  wilde  bestes  dennes  seeke 

And  rennen  in  |»e  mounteinz  al  ye  nighf 

And  slepe  vnder  a  bussche  and  sche  cou^e  eeke 

Wrastlen  by  Yemy  force  and  verray  might*  3456 

Vfip  any  ^ong*  man  were  he  neuer  so  wighf 

Ther  mighte  no  ]>ing*  in  hir  armes  stonde 

Sche  kepte  hir  maydenhed  fro  eaery  wighf 

To  no  man  deyned  hire  to  be  bonde  /  3460 
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IT  Bat*  atte  laste  hir  freendes  han  hire  maiyed 

To  Odenake  a  Piince  of*  ]>af  Cit^ 

Al  were  if  so  ]>at  sche  hem  longe  tarjed 

And  }e  scholn  yndeistonde  how  J^af  he  3464 

Hadde  suche  fantasies  as  hadde  sche 

But  mLpelea  whan  ]^ej  were  knette  in  feere 

They  lyueden  in  ioje  and  in  felicite 

fifor  sche  of*  hem  hadde  oj^er  leef*  and  deeie  /  3468 


[Saue  00  thyng/  that/  sche  wolde  neuyr/  assente .]  SjS-  «, 

By  no  wey  faf  he  schulde  hy  hire  lye 

Baf  ones  for  it/  was  hire  pleyne  entcnt 

To  haue  a  childe  )^e  world  to  multiplye  3472 

And  al  so  sone  as  sche  might  aspye 

Thaf  sche  nas  nonjf  vnp  childe  wi)>  ])af  dede 

Thanne  wolde  sche  su£Pre  him  don  his  fantasye 

Eftsone  and  nou3t<  hut  ones  out*  of*  drede  /  3476 

IT  And  if*  sche  were  wip  childe  af  ^ilke  caste 

No  more  schulde  he  pleye  ]}ilke  game 

Til  fuUy  fourty  dayes  were  paste 

Thenne  wolde  sche  ones  do  suffre  him  pe  same  3480 

Al  were  ])is  Odenak*  wilde  or  tame 

he  gat*  nomore  of*  hire  for  Jus  sche  sayde 

If  was  to  wyfes  leccheiy  and  schame  / 

In  oj)er  caas  if*  Jaf  men  with  hem  playde  Vmiiw,  i»dc] 

IF  Tuo  sones  by  pia  Odonak*  had  sche 

The  whiche  sche  kepte  in  vertu  and  lettrore 

Buf  now  vnto  oure  tale  tume  we  / 

I  saye  ]?af  worschipful  creature  3488 

And  wys  Jerwith  and  laige  wif  mesure 

So  penyble  in  pe  werre  and  curteys  eeke 

Ko  more  laboure  mighte  in  werre  endure 

Was  non  pej  alle  pia  world  men  schulde  seke  3493 
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IT  Hire  riche  aiay  mighte  nought*  be  told 

As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  liir  clo]>inge 

Sche  was  al  cladde  in  perrye  and  in  goolde 

And  eek*  sche  lefte  nought*  for  non  huntynge  3496 

To  haue  of*  sondry  tonges  folk*  knowynge 

Whan  ]»af  sche  leyser  hadde  and  for  to  entende 

To  leme  bookes  was  al  hire  likynge 

How  sche  in  yertu  might*  hir  lyf*  dispende  3500 

[And  schortly  of/  this/  storie  for  to  entrete .]     SS^JPLJJS' 

IT  So  doughty  was  hire  housebande  as  sche 

That*  ))ey  conquered  many  regnes  grete 

In  ^e  orient*  vrip  many  a  fair  Cite  3504 

Apportienafit  vnto  ^e  mageste 

Of^  Rome  and  with  strong*  hand  heeld  hem  fJEbste 

Ke  neuer  might*  here  fomen  don  hem  fle 

Ay  whiles  ^t*  Oedenak*  dayes  laste  3508 

IT  Here  batayles  who  so  luste  hem  for  to  ride  * 

Agayn  Sapor  pe  king*  and  o]>er  mo  * 

And  how  ^at*  al  ^is  proces  felLe  in  *  dede  * 

Why  sche  conquered  and  what  title  had  perU}  3512 

And  after  of*  hire  meschief*  and  hire  woo 

how  ])at  sche  was  beseged  and  y-take 

let*  him  vnto  my  mayster  Petrarke  go 

Thaf  writ  of  )>is  ynougb  I  vndertake  3516 

IT  Whan  Odenake  was  deed  sche  mightily 

The  regnes  huld  and  Mnp  hir  propre  hand 

Agayn  hire  foos  sche  faught*  trewely 

That^  ^r  nas  king*  ne  Prince  in  al  ]>at  land  3520 

That  he  nas  gladde  if*  ^af  he  grace  fand  naif  mi] 

That  sche  ne  wolde  ypon  his  land  werrey 

With  hire  fey  made  alleyance  by  band 

To  ben  in  pees  and  lete  hir  ryde  and  pley  3524 
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IT  The  Emperottr  of  Rome  Claudiufl 

Ne  him  byfom  fe  Eomain  Galien 

Ne  dorste  neuer  be  so  coragius 

ITe  non  Ermyne  ne  non  Egipcien  3528 

Ke  Surrien  ne  non  aiabien 

Wi))inne  fe  feeld  ]>af  doiste  with  hire  fight 

Lest*  ]>at*  sche  wolde  hem  wip  hir  handes  sleen 

Or  with  hire  meyne  pntten  hem  to  flight  3532 


[IN  kynges/  abite  wente  hir/  sones/  two .]         ffi^w^aSy 

Ab  Eyres  of^  here  regnes  alia 

And  hermanno  and  Thymalao 

Here  names  were  as  Perciens  hem  calle  3536 

But*  ay  fortune  ha])  ay  in  hir  hony  galle 

This  mighty  queene  may  no  while  en-dure 

ffortune  out<  of*  hire  regne  made  hire  falle 

To  wrecchednes  and  to  mysauenture  3540 

IF  Aurelion  whan  ])at<  ])e  gouemance 

Of*  Eome  cam  in-to  his  handes  tweye 

he  schoop  ypon  J^is  queen  to  do  yengance 

And  wi])  his  legiouns  he  took*  his  weye  3544 

Toward  Cenobye  and  schortly  for  to  seye 

He  made  hir  flee  and  at*  pe  last*  hir  bent 

And  fetered  hire  and  eek*  hir  children  tweye 

And  wan  |)e  lond  and  home  to  Kome  ]>ey  went  3548 

IT  Among*  fese  ofer  ]>ing6s  fat*  he  wan 

hire  char  ])at*  was  wi)>  gold  wrought  and  perre 

This  grete  Romayn  ])is  aurelian 

Ha])  wi])  him  ladde  for  ))at*  men  schulde  se  3552 

Byfom  his  tryumphe  walkejj  sche 

WiJ)  gilte  cheynes  on  hire  necke  hangyng* 

Corouned  sche  was  as  after  hire  degre 

And  ful  of*  perre  charged  hiie  clo])ing*  3556 
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IT  Alias  fortune  sche  ^af  whilom  was 

Dredful  to  kjnges  and  to  emperoures  *  [iasfui.i»ek] 

l^ow  gaure])  al  pQ  poeple  on  hire  alias  * 

And  sche  ))af  helmed  was  in  starke  stoures  *  3560 

And  wan  by  force  townes  strong*  and  toores  * 

Schal  on  hire  heede  were  a  vytremyte 

And  sche  ^at*  bar  ]>e  septre  ful  of  floures 

Schal  bere  a  distaff*  hir  costes  for  to  quyte  3564 

[Peter  the  Cruel y  of  Spain,] 

*ir  0  noble  o  worfy  petre  glorie  of"  Spa3me      %  De  Petro 
Whom  fortnne  helde  so  heyh  in  mageste  c  ^^^ 

Wei  oughte  men  ^in  pitous  def  complayne  [\wro»ah  markthin 

_,,_.--,  1.J/1  uuwffhi,   bif   a   later 

Thy  bastard  brober  made  be  to  fle  corrector,  to  jbuom  % 

And  after  at  a  sege  by  subtilte 

]>ow  were  betrayed  and  lad  to  his  tent*  3570 

Wher  as  he  wi^  his  owen  hand  slougli  ]>e 

Succedyng*  in  ^y  regne  and  in  ^in  rent'  3572 

IT  The  feeld  of*  snow  wi J  J»e  egle  blak*  ^er-Inue   If  Bertheuw 
Caught*  wij)  fe  lymrodde  coloures  as  fe  gledes  ^T^^^ 
he  brew  ^is  cursednes  and  al  ))e  synne  Mawny 

The  wicked  neste  was  werker  of*  f  is  needes    2*2cSl!i?5^ (ScS?* 
Nought  Charles  Oly  uer  Jjat*  ay  took*god  heede  ^'  ^"•"''  *'  ^'^'^ 
Of*  troupe  and  honour  but  of  armorekke  3578 

Genyloun  Olyuer  corupte  for  meede 
Broughtcst*  ])is  wor))i  king*  in  such  a  brekke  3580 

[Peter  of  Cyprvs."] 

IT  Worjjy  Petre  king*  of*  Gypre  also  IT  De  petro  regis 

fat*  alisaundre  wan  by  heigh  maystrie  «  ^JP"^ 

fPul  many  an  hef en  wroughtesf  |)ou  ful  wo 

Of  which  \\TL  owen  liege  had  enuye  3584 

And  for  no  ]>ing*  but*  for  ))in  Chiualrie 

They  in  fin  bedde  han  slayn  f e  by  fe  morwe 

Thus  gan  fortune  goueme  and  gye 

And  out*  of*  ioye  bringe  men  in-to  sorwc  3588 
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[Bemaho  Vuconti,  of  Milan,'] 

%  Of  Melane  gretJ  bamabo  viscounte  %  De  Bamabo 

Grod  of"  delite  and  scourge  of"  lumbardye         vicecomife 

Why  scbulde  noajt*  I  Jin  fortune  aconnte  /  ''  ^ 

Se]>]ien  in  estaaf  jiou  clombe  were  so  hibe  3592 

Thin  bro}>er  sons  ^\}  was  jiin  doable  allye 

ffor  be  ))in  neuew  was  and  sone  in  la  we  peaf  sa] 

WiJ^inne  bis  pridoil  made  Je  to  deye 

But  wby  ne  bow  wot*  I  Jaf  Jk)u  were  slawe  //  3696 

[Ugolino,  Count  of  Pisa.] 

IT  Of*  f e  erl  bugelyne  of*  Pyse  pe  langour  %  De  bugylyno 

Tber  may  no  tunge  telle  for  pite  ^^^  ^^^^^  • 

But*  lytel  out*  of"  pyse  stanf  a  toure 

In  wbicb  toure  in  prison  putte  was  be  3600 

And  wif  bim  ben  bis  litel  cbildren  j^re 

Tbe  eldest*  skarsly  .v.  jer  was  of*  age 

alias  fortune  it*  was  gret*  cruelte 

Sucbe  briddes  for  to  putte. in  sucb  a  kage  3604 

IT  Dampned  be  was  to  deyen  in  pat  prison 

ffor  Eoger  wbicb  pat*  bissobop  was  of*  pyse 

Hadde  on  bim  maade  a  fals  suggestiofi 

Tburgb  wbicb  pe  poeple  gan  on  bim  aryse  3608 

And  putten  bim  to  pryson  in  swicb  wyse 

As  je  baue  bei-de  and  mete  and  dryuk*  be  hadde 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

And  per-wij)-al  if  was  ful  pore  and  badde  3612 

IT  And  on  a  day  bifell^  paf  in  ]>at  oure 

"Whan  pat*  bis  mete  was  wont*  to  be  brought*  • 

Tbe  Gailler  scbutte  pe  dores  of*  pe  toure 

He  berde  it  wel  but*  be  saugb  it  nought*  3616 

And  in  his  berte  anon  per  felle  a  pought 

J}at*  pey  for  hunger  wolde  don  bim  deyen 

Alias  quod  ho  alias  pat*  I  was  wrought* 

)5er-wip  pe  tceros  felio  fro  bis  eyen  3620 
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IT  his  jonge  sone  ))af  pre  jeer  was  of*  age 

ynto  him  sayde  fader  why  do  je  wepe 

When  wil  ]>e  Gayleie  hringen  oiire  potage 

Is  )»er  no  morsel  bred  ]7af  )e  do  kepe  3624 

I  am  so  hungry  ])at*  I  may  nought*  slepe 

Kow  wolde  god  pat  I  mighf  slepen  euer 

Thanne  schulde  non  hunger  in  my  wombe  crepe 

^er  nys  no  ))ing*  sauf*  bred  pai  me  were  leuer  3628 

IT  Thus  day  by  day  pis  childe  gan  to  ciye 

Til  in  his  fadres  barme  a  doun  it  lay 

And  sayde  fare  wel  fader  I  mot*  deye  n«arstt»teck] 

And  kissed  his  fader  and  deyde  pe  same  day  3632 

And  whan  pe  woful  fader  ded  him  say 

fibr  wo  his  armes  tuo  he  gan  to  byte  / 

And  sayde  alias  fortune  and  welaway 

Thyn  fals  wheel  my  wo  I  may  al  wyte  3636 

If  His  children  wende  paf  it*  for  hunger  was 

pat*  he  his  armes  gnowe  and  nought  for  wo 

And  sayde  fader  do  noujt*  so  alias 

But*  raper  ete  po  fleissch  vpon  ous  tuo  3640 

Oure  fieissch  pou  jaf*  vs  take  oure  flessch  vs  fro 

And  ete  ynough  right*  pus  to  him  pay  sayde  / 

And  after  pat*  wipinne  a  day  or  tuo 

They  leyde  hem  doun  right*  in  his  lappe  and  deyde  /  3644 

Himself*  dispeyred  eek*  for  hunger  starf* 

Thus  ended  is  pe  mighty  erl  of*  Pyse 

ffro  heih  estate  fortune  fro  him  karf* 

Of*  pis  tregetrye  it*  ought*  ynough  suffise/  3648 

Who  so  wol  heere  it*  in  a  lenger  wise 

Kedep  pe  grete  poete  of*  ytayle  / 

That*  highte  daunte  for  he  can  if  deuyse 

ffro  poynt*  to  poynt*  noujt*  o  word  wol  he  fayle  3652 
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[Nero.] 
^  IT  Al  )}Oug&  ])at*  Nero  was  as  vicious  De  nero 

T^WfWIffbf  tMfltt  aft.  btf  A 

As  eny  feend  bat*  lib  ful  lowe  Skdoun        later wreetor^totfobufin^ 

Jet*  lie  as  telle])  vs  Swetheueus 

This  wilde  world  haj)  in  Subieccioun  3656 

Bo])e  Est*  and  west*  and  Septemptriot^n 

Of*  Eubies  Sapliires  and  of*  perlis  white 

Were  alle  his  clo])es  brouded  vp  and  doun 

ffor  he  in  gemmes  grete  gan  delyte  3660 

IT  More  delicate  more  pompous  of*  array 

More  proud  was  neuer  emp^our  |>an  he 

))at*  ilke  clop  ]>af  he  had  wered  a  diyy 

After  ]yat*  tyme  he  nolde  it  neuer  se  3664 

Kettes  of*  golde  ]>red  hadde  he  gret*  plente 

To  fissche  in  Tybre  when  him  leste  to  pleye 

his  lustes  were  as  lawe  in  his  degre  iiMf  uq 

ffor  fortune  as  his  freende  wolde  him  obeye  3668 

IT  He  Eome  brente  for  his  delicacye 

The  senatoures  he  sloug&  vpon  a  day 

To  heere  how  ])at*  men  wolde  weepe  and  crye 

And  sloug&  his  bro])er  and  by  his  suster  lay  3672 

His  mooder  made  he  in  pitous  aray 

ffor  he  hire  wombe  slitte  to  byholde 

Where  he  consceyued  was  so  weylaway 

])af  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde  3676 

V  No  teere  out*  of*  his  eyhen  for  p&V  sight* 

Ne  came  but*  sayde  a  fair  womman  was  sche 

Gret*  wonder  is  j^at*  he  cou))e  or  might* 

Be  domesmaii)  of*  hire  ded  beute  3680 

The  wyn  to  brynge  )k)  comanded  he 

And  drank*  anon .  non  oper  wo  he  made  / 

Whan  might*  is  ioygned  vnto  cruelte 

Alias  to  deepe  wole  )>e  venym  wade  3684 
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IT  In  ^oufe  a  mayst^r  liadde  f\s  empei'our 

To  teche  him  lettruie  and  curtesye 

ffor  of*  moralite  lie  was  ^  flour 

As  in  his  tyme  but*  if*  bookes  lye  3688 

And  whiles  his  mayster  hadde  of*  him  maystrye 

He  made  him  so  konnyng*  and  so  souple  / 

That*  longe  tyme  it*  was  or  tyrannye 

Or  any  vice  dorste  in  him  yncouple  3692 

IF  This  Seneka  of*  which  I  deuyse 

By  cause  nero  hadde  of*  him  such  drede 

ffor  he  for  vices  wolde  him  chastise 

Discretly  as  by  word  and  nought  by  drede  3696 

Sire  wolde  he  sayn  an  Emperour  moot*  neede 

Be  vertuous  and  hate  tyrauntrye 

ffor  which  he  him  in  bathe  made  to  blede 

In  bo])e  his  armes  til  he  moste  dye  3700 

IT  This  nero  hadde  eek*  of  a  costummance 

In  jou^e  ajeins  his  mayster  for  to  ryse 

Which  aftirward  him  fought  a  gref  greuaunce    [toa(r2is,inoki 

Therfore  he  made  him  deye  in  ^is  wise  3704 

But*  naj}eles  pis  Seneke  pe  wise  / 

Chees  in  a  bathe  to  deye  in  pis  manere  / 

Ila|>er  pan  han  ano^^  tormentrye 

And  pUB  ha)>  Nero  slayn  his  mayster  deere  3708 

IF  Kow  fell6  it*  so  J>af  fortune  lust*  no  lenger 

pe  heihe  pryde  of*  nero  to  cherissche 

ffor  ]>ough  he  were  strong*  jet*  was  sche  strenger 

Sche  povLgtie  pus  by  god  I  am  to  nyse  3712 

To  setten  a  man  pat*  is  fulfilde  of*  vice 

In  heigh  degre  and  emparour  him  calle 

By  god  out*  of*  his  sete  I  wol  him  tryce 

When  he  lest*  wene])  sonnest*  schal  he  falle  3716 
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IT  The  poeple  iob  vpon  him  on  a  nights 

ffor  his  defaate  and  whan  he  if  aspjed 

Oaf  of*  his  dores  anon  he  haj»  him  dighf 

AUone  and  ^r  he  wende  han  ben  allyed  3720 

he  knokked  faste  and  ay  pe  more  he  crjed 

fe  faster  schutten  pej  pe  dores  all^ 

Tho  wiste  he  wel  he  hadde  himself*  b^yled 

And  wenf  his  way  no  lenger  dorste  he  calle  /  3724 

V  The  poeple  cryed  and  rombled  vp.and  dotm 

^af  wi|»  his  eeres  herde  he  how  pej  sayde 

Wher  is  ^is  false  tyrannf  )ns  ^eroun 

ffor  fere  almosf  onf  of*  his  witte  a  brayde  3728 

And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  sayde 

ffor  soconr  buf  if  mighte  noughf  betyde 

ffor  drede  of  J^is  him  j)oughte  ]>af  he  deyde 

and  ran  in  to  a  gardyn  him  to  huyde  3732 

IT  And  in  ^is  gardyn  fond  he  cherles  tweye 

And  saten  by  a  fuyre  ful  grete  and  rede 

And  to  ]>e  cherles  twey  he  gan  to  preye 

To  slen  him  and  to  gnrden  of*  his  hede  3736 

Thaf  to  his  body  whan  ]>af  he  were  dede 

Were  no  despite  y-done  for  his  deffame  / 

Himself*  he  slough  he  cou)>e  no  better  reed  (Ic^sm] 

Of*  which  fortune  lough  and  hadde  a  game  3740 

[Holqfemes.] 

%  Was  neuer  Capitayn  vnder  a  king*         ^  De  Oliphemo 

^f  regnes  mo  putte  in  subiecciotm 

Ke  stronger  was  in  feeld  of*  alle  pmg 

As  in  his  tyme  ne  gretter  of*  Eenot^n  3744 

Kc  more  pompous  in  heigh  pr^sumpciotm 

Then  Olyfeme  which  fortune  ay  keste  / 

So  likerously  and  ladde  him  yp  and  dotm 

Til  ]>af  he  hed  was  er  J^af  he  wiste  /  3748 
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IT  Nougfef  oonly  fat*  ]>is  world  had  of"  him  awe  / 

ffor  lesyng*  of*  Eichesse  and  liberie 

But*  he  made  ejiery  man  reneye  his  lawe  / 

Nabugodonosor  was  lord  sayde  3752 

Non  o))er  god  schulde  honoured  be 

Ajeins  his  heste  no  wight*  dar  trespace  / 

Saue  in  Bethulya  a  Strang*  Cite 

Where  Elyachim  a  prest*  was  of*  J>at*  place  3756 

IT  But*  take  keepe  of*  ))e  dej)  of*  Olypherne 

Amydde  his  hoste  he  drunke  lay  a  nyght* 

Wifinne  his  tente  large  as  is  a  heme  / 

And  ^ef  for  a]le  his  pompe  and  alle  his  might*  3760 

ludith  a  womman  as  he  lay  vpright* 

Slepyng*  his  heed  of*  smot*  and  fro  his  tent  / 

fful  pryuyly  sche  stal  fro  euery  wight 

[ no  gap  in  thi  MS."]  3764 

[Antloch%i8.'\ 

%  What*  neede])  it*  of*  king*  antiochus  %  De  antiochio 

To  teUe  his  heihe  and  real  mageste  iHustW. 

his  heighe  pruyde  his  werkes  venymous 

ffor  such  ano]>er  nas  neuer  non  as  he  3768 

Bede])  which  ))at*  he  was  in  Machabe 

And  rede])  f e  proude  wordes  fat*  he  sayde 

And  why  he  felle  fro  liis  prosperite 

And  in  an  hulle  how  wrecohedly  he  deyde  3772 

IT  ffortune  him  hadde  enhaunced  so  in  pruyde 

fat*  verrayly  he  wende  he  mighte  atteyne 

vnto  f  e  sterres  vpon  euery  syde  3775 

And  in  a  balaunce  to  weye  vche  mountayne  /     [u«f«4i,back] 

And  alle  f e  floodes  of*  f e  see  restreyne 

And  goddes  poeple  hadde  he  most*  in  hate 

Hem  wolde  he  sle  in  torment*  and  peyne  / 

"Wenyng*  fat*  god  ne  might*  his  pruyde  abate  3780 
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IT  And  for  ]>af  Nichamour  and  Thymothee 

Wif  lewes  were  venquyschf  mightilj 

Vnto  ^e  lewes  swich  an  hate  hadde  he 

That*  he  hadde  greythed  his  chaar  ful  hastily  3784 

And  swor  and  sayde  ful  dispitously 

ynto  Jerusalem  he  wolde  eff  sone  / 

To  wreke  his  Ire  on  hif  ful  cruelly 

Buf  of*  his  purpos  he  was  lette  ful  sone  /  3788 

If  God  for  his  manace  him  so  sore  smot/ 

WiJ)  inmsible  wounde  ay  vncurable/ 

That*  in  his  guttes  karf  so  and  bote 

That*  his  peynes  were  importable  3792 

And  certeynly  ye  wreche  was  resonable 

ffor  many  mannes  guttes  dede  he  payne 

But*  fro  his  pourpos  cursed  and  dampnable 

ffor  bRs  his  smerte  he  nolde  him  nought*  restreyne      3796 

IT  Buf  bad  anon  apparaylen  his  Oste 

And  sodeinly  er  he  was  of"  hit/  ware 

God  daunted  alle  his  pruyde  and  alle  his  boste 

ffor  he  so  sore  felle  out*  of*  his  chare  3800 

That*  hurt*  his  lymes  and  his  skyn  totare 

So  ])at*  he  ne  mighte  go  ne  ryde 

But*  in  a  Chayer  men  aboute  him  bare 

Al  forbrused  bo]>e  bak*  and  syde  3804 

IT  The  wreche  of*  god  him  smot*  so  cruelly 

That*  in  his  body  wickede  wormes  crepte 

And  per-vriy-al  he  stank*  so  oiribly 

That*  non  of  alle  his  meigne  ]>at  him  kepte  /  3808 

WheJ>er  so  fat*  he  wook*  or  elles  slepte  / 

Ke  mighte  nought/  ])e  stynk*  of*  him  endure 

In  f is  meschief*  he  weyled  and  eek*  wepte  / 

And  kne we  god  lord  of*  eue?7  creature        DaJMft]       3812 
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IT  To  alk  his  host*  and  to  himself*  also 

fful  wlatsom  was  ^e  stynke  of*  )»is  Gareyne 

No  man  ne  mighte  him  here  to  ne  fro 

And  in  his  stynke  and  in  his  hoiible  peyne  3816 

He  starf*  ful  wrecchedly  in  a  mounteyne 

Thus  ha])  ]>is  lobbour  and  ])is  homicide 

That  many  a  man  made  to  weepe  and  pleyne 

Such  guerdofL  as  bilonge])  vnto  prayde  /  3820 

[Alexander  the  Greaf] 

IT  The  story  of*  alisaundre  is  so  commune  %  De  alexandro 

Thaf  euery  wighf  bat*  hab  discreciown      ^^.^^ ,  ,  philippi 

Kegis  Macedonie 
ha]»  herd  somwhat*  or  al  of*  his  fortune     ^^ 

This  wilde  world  as  in  conclusioi^n  3824 

He  wan  by  streng])e  or  for  his  heigh  renoun 

They  weren  glad  for  pees  vnto  him  sende 

The  pruyde  of*  man  and  beste  he  leyde  a  doun 

Wher  so  he  cam  vnto  ^e  worldes  ende  3828 

IT  Comparisofi  might  neuer  3it/  be  maked 

Betwix  him  and  ano])er  conquerot^r 

ifor  alk  ])is  worlde  for  drede  of*  him  ha])  quaked 

he  was  of*  knighthede  and  of*  fredam  flour  3832 

fibrtune  him  made  ]>e  heier  of*  hure  honour 

Saue  wyn  and  wommen  no  ])ing*  might*  aswage  / 

His  heihe  entent*  in  armes  and  labour 

So  was  he  fulle  of*  louynge  corage  3836 

IT  What*  pite  were  it*  to  him  fey  I  30U  tolde 

Of*  darius  and  an  .C.  pousand  mo 

Of*  kinges  princes  dukes  eerles  bolde 

Which  he  conquered  and  brou^t*  hem  in-to  woo  3840 

I  say  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  goo 

)}e  worlde  was  his  what*  schulde  I  more  deuyse 

ffor  f ough  I  write  or  tolde  30U  eucrmo 

Of  his  knighthode  he  mighte  nought*  sufiise  3844 

CORPUS    663  (e-T.  276) 


8IX-TEXT   277 

OBOUP  B.   §  12.  monk's  tale.   Corpiu  MS. 

IT  Twelfi  ^eer  lie  regned  as  aaip  Machabe 

Philippes  sone  of*  Macedo  he  was  / 

That*  first*  was  king*  of*  Grece  pe  CoQtre  / 

O  wor)»y  gentil  alisandre  alias  cieart45^  back]  3848 

fSiV  euer  schulde  falle  such  a  caas 

Enpoysoned  of*  ))in  folk*  ]K)a  were 

)»yn .  S        fortune  h&p  tomed  in-to  an  aas 

And  3et*  for  pe  ne  weep  sche  neuer  a  tare  3852 

« 

IT  Who  schal  men  jeue  teeres  to  compleyne 

The  de)>  of*  gentilesse  and  of*  fi*aunchise 

])at*  alle  pe  world  weeldid  in  his  demeygne  / 

And  ^ef  him  ]>oughte  it*  might*  not  suffise  /  3856 

So  ful  was  his  corage  of*  heigh  emprise 

Alias  who  schal  me  helpe  to  endite 

ffals  fortune  and  poysofi  to  despise 

J>e  whiche  tuo  of*  al  f^is  wo  I  wite  3860 

[Jtdiua  Ccesar.] 

IT  By  wisedom  manhede  and  by  labour    ^  De  lulio  Cesai^. 

ffro  humbleheed  and  firo  Eoyal  mageste 

vp  ros  he  lulius  J)e  Conquerour 

That  alle  pe  Occident  by  land  and  fee  3864 

By  strengpe  of  hand  or  eUes  by  tretee 

And  vuto  Rome  made  hem  tributarid 

And  se]>enes  of*  Rome  J^emp^rour  was  he 

Til  ))af  fortune  wax  his  aduersarie  3868 

IT  O  mighty  Cesar  J)af  in  Tessalye 

A^ens  Pompeus  fader  ]>in  in  lawe 

That*  of*  f e  Orient*  hadde  al  pe  chiualrye 

as  ferre  as  J)af  pe  day  b^ynne])  dawe  3872 

)>ou  forugh  fin  knighthode  J)ou  hast*  hem  take  and  slawe  / 

Sane  fewe  folk*  fat*  wif  Pompeus  fledde  / 

f urgh  which  fou  puttest*  al  pQ  Orient  in  awe 

Thanke  fortune  fat*  so  wel  pe  spedde  3876 

CORPUS  561    (6-T.  277) 


8IX-TJSXT   278 

oRoi/p  B.  §  12.  monk's  t^le.   Coipiu  MS. 

IT  But  now  a  litel  while  I  wol  bewayle  / 

)»is  Pompeus  J^is  uoble  goueruour 

Of*  Eome  which  paV  fleigh  at*  ^is  batayle 

I  say  on  of  his  men  a  fals  tmjtour  3880 

His  heed  of*  smoot/  to  wynne  him  fauour 

Of*  Julius  and  him  J?e  heed  broughte 

Alias  Pompeye  of*  ])e  Orient*  conquerour 

That  fortune  vnto  such  a  finye  broughte       Dmtsm]      3884 

IF  To  Kome  i^ein  repayrej)  lulius 

WiJ)  his  triumphe  laureate  ful  heyje 

But*  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius 

Thaf  euer  had  of*  his  heigh  estaaf  enuye  3888 

ifid  priuily  had  maad  conspiracie 

A^eins  ]>is  lulius  in  subtil  wise 

And  caste  )»e  plac«  in  which  he  schulde  deye 

Wi^  boydekynnes  as  I  schal  30U  deuyse  3892 

IT  j)is  lulius  to  ^e  Capi  thole  went 

yppon  a  day  as  he  was  wonf  to  goon 

And  in  ]ye  Capitolye  anon  him  henf 

This  false  brutus  on  his  foule  foon  3896 

And  stiked  him  wi)>  boydekynnes  anon 

Wi})  many  a  wounde  and  ))us  ))ey  leet/  him  lye 

But*  neuer  gronte  he  at*  no  stroke  but  oon 

Or  ellcfi  at*  tuo  but*  if*  his  story  lye  3900 

IT  So  manly  was  ))Ls  lulius  of  herte 

And  so  wel  loued  estaatly  honeste 

That*  povLgh  his  dedly  woundes  so  sore  smerte 

His  mantel  ouer  his  hepes  caste  he  3904 

ffor  noman  schulde  seen  his  pn'uyte 

And  as  he  lay  as  deyinge  in  a  traunce 

And  wiste  verrily  ]yaf  deed  was  he 

Of*  honeste  jet*  hadde  he  remembrance  3908 
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IT  Lucane  to  pia  stoiy  I  recomende 
And  to  Swetofi  and  to  Valerius  also 
That*  of  ^is  story  vrviiep  word  and  ende 
how  ])af  ])ese  grete  conqneroures  tuo 
ffortune  was  fersf  freend  and  si]>en  a  foo 
No  man  ne  truste  vpon  his  fauonr  longe 
Baf  haue  hire  in  awajte  for  eueremo 
Witnesse  on  aHe  fiae  conqueroures  stronge 


3912 


3916 


Cresus. 
3919 

0«ifil6,bMk] 


[Qre8U8,] 

IT  This  riche  Cresus  whilom  king*  of  lyde 

Of*  whiche  Cresus  Cyquus  sore  him  dradde 

3ef  was  he  caught*  amyddes  alle  his  pryde 

And  to  be  hrenf  men  to  pe  fayre  him  ladde 

But*  such  a  reyn  doun  fro  J^e  walken  schadde 

^t*  slough  pe  fuyr  and  made  him  to  askape 

But*  to  be  war  ^ef  no  grace  he  hadde 

Til  fortune  on  ]>e  galwes  made  him  gape  3924 

IT  Whan  he  askaped  was  he  can  nof  stynte 

ffor  to  begynne  a  newe  reyne  a3ein 

he  wende  wel  for  ])af  fortune  him  sente 

Such  happe  p&V  he  escaped  J^urgh  ^e  rayn  3928 

That*  of*  his  foos  he  mighte  nof  be  slayn 

And  swich  a  swefne  vppan  a  night*  he  mette 

Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek*  so  fayn 

That*  in  vengaunce  he  aHe  his  herte  sette  3932 

IT  Vpon  a  tree  he  was  as  ]>at<  him  )K>ughte 

There  lubit^r  him  wisshe  bo])e  halse  and  syde 

And  Phebus  eek*  a  fair  towayle  him  broughte 

To  druye  him  wi])  and  pei'foTe  wax  his  pryde  3936 

And  to  his  doughter  ])at  stood  him  besyde 

Which  ])at*  he  knew  in  heigh  sentence  abounde 

Ho  bad  hire  telle  him  what*  if  signefyed 

And  sche  his  droemes  bygan  righf  ^us  expounde        3940 
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IT  The  tree  qtzoe^  ache  ^e  galwes  is  to  mene 

And  lubiter  bitokne])  snow  and  rayn 

And  Phebus  wij  his  lowayle  so  clene 

Tho  be  ]>e  sonne  stremes  for  to  sayn  3944 

Thou  schalt*  an  honged  be  fader  certayn 

Eeyn  schal  pe  waisscbe  and  sonne  schal  ^q  druye 

j^us  warned  him  ful  platte  and  ful  playn 

His  donghter  Jiat*  called  was  Phanye  /  3948 

IT  An  hongeil  was  Cresus  ])e  proude  king* 
His  roial  trone  might*  him  nought  auayle 
Tegedie  is  nou  oper  maner  ])ing* 

Ne  can  synnynge  crye  ne  by-wayle  3962 

But*  pskif  fortune  alway  wol  assayle  / 
WiJ>  vnwar  strook*  pe  regnes  that*  ben  proude 
ffor  whan  men  truste})  hire  ])an  wol  sche  fayle 
And  couere  hire  brighte  face  wi])  a  cloude      DmTsit]     3956 

IT  Explicit/ 
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IT  Here  begynne])  pQ  prologe  of*  pe  nonne  preeteB  tale 

HO  ({uod  ]>e  knigHt*  goode  sire  nomoie  of  )>is 
^af  je  ban  sayde  is  rigbf  ynoiigb  ywis 
And  mecbe  more  for  litel  beuynesse 
Is  rigbf  ynougfi  to  mecbe  folk*  as  I  gesse  /  ^"SJ^^lo]  ^^^^ 
[I  sey  for  me .  if  is  a  grete  disease       [KBB«c.  i7S.zv,(f  t7s,6Jtj 
Wbere  as  men  ban  bien .  in  grete  welth  and  ease 
To  bere  of*  tbeyr  sodayn  falle  alas 

And  tbe  contrary  is  loy .  and  grete  solas  3964 

And  wban  a  man  batb  bien  in  pouer  estate 
And  dymbitb  vp .  and  wexitb  fortunate 
And  tber  abyditb  *  in  prosperite  v^ftjA^ 

Swicbe  tbyng*  is  gladsom .  as  if  thynkytb  me  3968 

And  of  swicbe  tbynges .  were  goodely  for  to  telle 
Ya  quod  oure  bosf .  be  seynf  poulis  belle 
Ye  say  rigbt  sot& .  tbis  monk*  be  clappid  lowde    - 
He  spak*  bow  fortune .  was  coue^^ec)  with  a  clowde      3972 
I  nof  neuer  wbaf .  and  als  of*  a  tregedye 
Rigbf  now  ye  berd .  and  parde  no  remedye 
Is  if  for  to  be-wailen .  and  compleyn 
Tbaf .  tbaf  is  don.  and  als  if  is  a  peyn  3976 

As  ye  bave  sayd .  to  bere  of"  bevynesse 
Sir  monke  nomore  of  tbis .  so  goc)  yow  blisse 
Yowre  tale  anoyetb .  al  tbis  company 
Swicbe  tbyng*  is  naf  wortb  a  boterflye]    [MB  b^.  extract  end*] 
joure  tales  don  vs  no  desporf  ne  game 
Wberfore  sir  monk<  Doun  Pieres  by  ^our  name 
I  pray  jou  bertely  telle  vs  som  wbaf  elles 
flfor  siker  nere  clynkyng«  of  joure  belles  /  3984 
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fat*  on  joure  brydel  hange]>  on  euery  syde  / 

By  heuene  king*  fat;'  for  vs  alle  dyde 

I  schal  for  f  is  falle  dot^n  for  slepe  / 

Al  fough  ye  slongfi  hadde  neuer  ben  so  depe  3988 

fan  hadde  joure  tale  be  told  in  vayn 

ffor  certeinly  as  f ese  clerkes  sayn 

Wher  as  a  man  may  ban  non  audience 

Noug&f  helpef  it  to  tellen  bis  sentence  3992 

And  wel  I  woof  f  e  substaiice  is  in  me  / 

Ifi  eny  f ing*  scbal  wel  reported  be 

Sire  say  somwhaf  of*  buntyng*  I  jou  pray 

Nay  quod  fe  monk*  I  baue  no  lusf  to  play  3996 

Now  lete  anofer  telle  as  I  baue  tolde 

f anne  spak*  oure  0st*  wif  ruyde  specbe  and  bolde 

And  sayde  vnto  f  e  nonnes  presf  anon 

Come  ner  sire  prest*  com  hider  str  lobfi  4000 

Telle  vs  sucb  fing*  as  may  oure  bertes  glade 

Be  mery  f  ough  ]h)u  lyde  ypon  a  lade  / 

What*  fougb  fin  bors  be  bagged  foul  or  lene 

If*  be  wol  seme  f e  rekke  f e  nougbt*  a  bene  .   4004 

Loke  fat*  fin  berte  be  mery  euermo 

^is  Ost*  quod  be  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go 

But*  I  be  mery  I-wys  I  wil  be  blamed 

And  rigbt*  anon  be  baf  liis  tale  tamed  4008 

And  f  us  be  seyde  to  vs  euerycbon 

Tbis  swete  presf  f  is  goode  man  str  lobn  .  IT  Explict't 

}^olog^8 
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IT  Heie  begynnejy  fe  nonnee  prestes  tale  of*  ^e  kokke  & 

his  v\j.  hennes 

Tonere  wydewe  somdel  slope  in  age       Deaf  sa7.  back] 

Was  whilom  dwellyng*  in  a  narwe  cotage       4.012 

Besydes  a  groue  standyng^  in  a  dale 

This  vydewe  of  which  I  telle  30U  my  tale 

Se]}ins  ])ilke  day  ])at*  sche  was  last/  a  wyf* 

In  pacience  ladde  a  ful  simple  lyf*  4016 

£for  litel  was  hire  catelk  and  hire  rent 

By  honsbondiye  of*  such  as  god  hire  sent* 

Sche  fand  hire  self*  and  eek*  hire  doughtren  tuo 

^re  large  sowes  hadde  sche  and  nomo  4020 

Thre  kyn  and  eek^  a  scheep  ])at'  highte  malle 

fful  sooty  was  hire  hour  and  eek^  hire  halle 

In  which  sche  eet*  ful  many  a  sklender  mel 

Of*  poynafit*  Sause  hire  needed  neuer  a  del  4024 

No  deynte  morsell  passed  hire  ])rote 

.Hire  dyete  was  acordafit  to  hire  cote 

Xtepleciofi  ne  made  hire  neuere  seeke 

A-tempree  diete  was  allg  hire  Phiseke  4028 

And  excersise  and  hertes  sufGlsafice 

The  gowte  letted  hire  no  \>iag^  to  daunce 

Ke  Poplexie  ne  schente  not  hire  heed 

No  wyn  ne  drank*  sche  n&yper  whit  ne  reed  4032 

Hire  bord  was  s^nied  mosf  wi^  whit  and  hlak 

Milk*  and  broun  breed  in  which  sche  fond  no  lak 

Seynd  bacofi  and  somtyme  an  ey  or  tweye 

ffor  sche  was  as  if  was  a  maner  deye  4036 

A  gardyn  sche  hadde  enclosed  all^  aboute 

Wi]}  stikkes  and  a  druye  diche  wi]>oute 

In  which  sche  hadde  a  cokk*  ]>at*  highte  Chaunteclere 

In  all€  ]>e  land  of*  crowyng*  nas  his  peere  4040 
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his  Yoys  was  meiier  )»an  ]>e  meiy  Oigon 

On  masse  dajes  ^t*  in  pe  cbiiche  gon 

Wei  sikeier  was  ^e  ciowyng*  in  his  logge 

J»an  is  a  clokke  or  eny  abbay  orlogge  4044 

By  natnie  he  knew  echo  assenciofi 

Of*  eqmnozial  of^  J^ilke  toun 

ffor  whan  degrees  .zv.  were  discendid  [kaf tMj 

]»enne  knew  he  ]>af  it^  might  nought  ben  amended       4048 

His  cambe  was  redder  fen  )>e  fyn  coralld 

And  batailled  as  if  were  a  castel  walle 

Ylike  asure  were  his  legges  and  his  toon 

His  byle  was  blak*  and  as  fe  let*  it*  schon  4052 

His  nayles  whitter  ^en  ]ye  lily  flour 

And  ylike  bumysschf  gold  was  his  colour 

This  gentil  cokke  hadde  in  his  gou^mance  / 

.v^.  hennes  for  to  doon  his  plesaflce  4056 

Whiche  weren  his  sustres  and  his  paramoures 

And  wonder  ylike  to  him  as  of*  coloures 

Of  which  pe  fairesf  hewed  on  ]>e  )^rote 

Was  cleped  faire  damisel  pertelote  4060 

Curteys  sche  was  discret*  and  debonair^ 

And  companable  /  and  bar  hire  self*  so  faire 

Si])ens  ])ilke  day  ])af  sche  was  seuenyght  olde 

faif  trewely  sche  ha^  pQ  herte  in  holde  4064 

Of*  chaunteclere  loken  in  euery  Uf 

He  loued  hire  so  ]>af  wel  was  him  ^rwith 

But*  such  a  ioye  as  it*  was  to  heere  hem  synge 

Whan  ]>af  ^e  brighte  sonne  gan  to  springe  4068 

In  swete  acorde  my  leef*  is  fare  in  londe  / 

ffor  ]»ilke  tyme  as  I  haue  vnderstonde 

Beestee  and  briddes  cou^  speke  and  sfnge 

And  so  bifeUe  ]»at*  in  a  dawenynge  /  4072 

As  Chaunteclere  among*  his  wyfes  all^ 

Satte  on  his  perche  ]yaf  was  in  pe  hsUe 

And  next*  him  sat*  ^is  faire  Pertelote 

fiB  Chaunteclere  gan  gronen  in  his  ]>rote  4076 
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As  a  man  ])ai'  is  in  his  dreme  drecched  sore 

And  when  faf  Pcrtelote  fns  herde  him  rore 

Sche  was  agast/  and  sayde  herte  deere 

Whaf  ejlep  30U  to  grone  in  ^is  maneie  40SO 

je  ben  a  verray  slep^  fy  for  schame  / 

And  he  answerde  and  sayde  J^us  ma  dame  / 

I  pray  30U  ^af  je  take  it  nof  to  greef*  Oaf  siSk  buk] 

By  god  me  mette  f&if  I  was  in  such  mescheef*  4084 

Bight*  now  ]>af  3et  myn  herte  is  sore  afiight 

"Now  quod  he  my  swenene  reed  aright* 

And  keepe  my  body  out*  of*  foul  prtsoim 

Me  mette  ))at*  I  romed  vp  and  doun  *        4088 

WiJ^inne  oure  ^erde  wher  as  I  saugh  a  beeste 

Was  lik*  an  hound  and  wolde  han  made  areste  / 

vpon  my  body  and  wolde  han  had  me  deed 

His  colour  was  betwixe  whit*  and  reed  4092 

And  tipped  was  his  tail  and  bo))e  his  eeres 

Wip  blak*  vnlik*  pe  remenafit  of"  his  heeres 

his  snowte  smal  with  glowyng*  eyen  tweye 

jet*  of*  his  look*  for  feer  almost*  I  deye  4096 

This  caused  me  my  gronyng*  douteles 

Avoy  quod  sche  //  fify  on  30U  herteles 

Alias  quod  sche  f  ffor  by  pat*  god  aboue 

Kow  haue  je  lost*  mjn  herte  and  al  my  loue  4100 

I  can  nought*  loue  a  coward  by  my  feip 

flfor  certes  whaf  so  eny  womman  seip 

We  wolle  alle  desyren  if*  it  mighte  be 

To  haue  housbondes  hardy  wise  and  fre  4104 

And  secre  ne  no  nyggard  ne  no  fool 

"Ne  him  pat*  is  agast*  of*  euery  tool 

Ne  non  auauntour  "by  pat*  god  aboue 

How  dorste  30  say  for  schame  vnto  joure  loue  /  4108 

That*  eny  ping*  might*  make  30U  aferd    [>  not  in  itag. is ci;  y aq 

Han  je  no  mannes  herte  and  han  a  herd 

Alias  and  konne  30  be  agast*  of*  sweuons 

[Nothyng*  god  wote.  but  vanite  in  sweuene  is']  ^^feijji*^' 
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S  wenenes  engendien  of*  replexiones  Oitotim  Bog.  is  c  2] 

[And  ofV  of*  eynne .  and  of*  cx)mplexioTin8  ^]    cm  n&g,  n  B  xr] 

When  humof^rs  ben  to  habundaiint  in  a  wight 

Certes  J^is  dreme  which  je  han  heid  to  nyght  4116 

Cometh  of  ^e  giete  superfluite 

Of*  3oure  reede  colie  sire  pa^xie 

Which  cause])  folk*  to  dremen  here  dreemes 

Of  arwes  and  of  fnyre  with  reede  leemes  4120 

Of  reede  bestes  J>af  wohi  hem  byte  dMXug} 

Of  Contelk  and  of  whelpes  grete  an  lyte 

Eight*  as  he  humour  malencolie 

Cause])  many  a  man  in  slepe  to  crye  4124 

ffor  feeze  of  beres  and  of  boles  blake 

Or  elles  blake  deueles  woln  hem  take 

Of  o^r  humours  cou])e  I  telle  also 

^at*  worken  many  a  man  in  sleep  ful  woo  4128 

But  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can 

Lo  Caton  which  ^f  was  so  wys  a  man 

Sayde  he  noujf  ])us  ne  do  no  force  of  dremes 

Now  sire  quod  sche  whan  we  flee  fro  ])e  beemea  4132 

ffor  goddes  loue  as  take])  som  laxatif 

Vp  peril  of  my  soule  and  of  my  lyf 

I  counceile  30U  pe  beste  I  wol  not*  lye 

p&tf  bo^e  of  colre  and  of  malencolye  4136 

je  purge  30U  and  for  30  schuln  nought  tary 

])ough  ])at*  in  pia  toun  is  non  apotecary 

I  schal  my  self  to  herbes  techen  90U 

That*  schal  ben  ^oure  hele  and  joure  prow  4140 

And  in  ^  gardyn  ))o  herbes  schal  I  fynde 

The  whiche  han  of  here  proprete  by  kynde 

To  purgen  ^ou  byne^  and  eek*  aboue 

ffoi^ete])  nou)f  pia  for  goddes  owne  loue  4144 

)e  ben  ful  Colrik*  of  Compleccioii 

Were  ])e  sonne  in  his  ascenciofi 

Ne  fynde  30U  replete  and  joure  humors  bote 

and  if  if  do  I  dar  wel  leye  a  groote  4148 
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That*  je  schnin  haue  a  feuer  teiciane 

Or  an  aga  ^ati*  may  ben  ;ouie  bane 

A  day  or  tao  )e  schuln  haue  digestyues 

Ot  wonnes  er  30  take  ^onre  laxatyues  4152 

Of  lanreole  Genture  and  of*  fumytere 

Or  ellia  of  Ellebore  ]»af  growe]»  Jiere 

Of  Catapnce  or  of  gaytres  boryes 

Of  herbe  yae  growyng*  in  oure  ^erde  ]>er  meiy  is         4156 

Pek*  hem  yp  righf  as  fej  growe  and  ef  hem  In    cuafMs*  baek] 

Be  mery  housbande  for  ^oiire  fadres  kyn 

Drede^  no  dreem  I  can  say  ^ou  no  more 

Ma  dame  quad  he  gram^rcy  of  ^oure  lore  4160 

But*  na^eles  as  touching*  dann  Catoun 

That*  ha^  of  wisdom  such  a  gref  renotin 

By  god  men  may  in  olde  bookes  .reede 

Oon  of  fe  giettesf  auctour  out*  of  drede  4164 

Of  many  a  man  more  of  auctorite 

])enne  euer  Catofi  was  so  mote  I  fe 

That*  a\le  ^e  reuers  sein  of  his  sentence^ 

And  han  wel  founden  by  experience  4168 

^at*  dreemes  ben  significacioOs 

As  wel  of  ioye  as  of  tribulactons 

jiaf  folk*  enduren  in  ^is  lyf  present 

Ther  neede]»  nou^f  to  make  of  fia  non  arguments        4172 

The  yenay  preef  schewe])  it  in  dede 

On  of  ye  grettest*  auctour  ^af  men  rede 

Sai|»  Jius  ]»af  whilom  tuo  felawes  went 

On  pylgrimage  in  a  ful  good  entent*  4176 

And  happed  so  pey  camen  in-to  a  toun 

Wher  as  ^r  was  such  congregaciofi 

Of  poeple  and  eek*  of  streighf  herbuigage 

That*  pej  ne  fand  as  moche  as  a  cotage  /  4180 

In  which  ]>ey  bo])e  might*  y-logged  be 

Wherfore  fej  mosten  of  necessite 

As  for  ^af  night*  departe  of  oompanye 

And  vche  of  hem  go]>  vnto  his  ostehye  4184 
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And  took*  his  loggynge  as  it*  wolde  falle 

That"  oon  of*  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle 

ffene  in  a  ^eide  wi^  oxen  of*  ^  plough 

]>at*  o]>eT  man  was  logged  wel  ynongB  4188 

As  was  his  aduenture  or  his  fortune 

pat*  YS  govL&mep  alle  as  in  comune 

And  so  bifelle  if  lange  er  it  was  day 

])is  man  mette  in  his  bedde  fer  as  he  lay  4192 

how  |)at*  his  felaw  gan  on  him  to  calle  [leaf  tso] 

And  sayde  alias  for  in  an  oxe  stalls 

This  night*  schal  I  be  mouidred  per  I  lye 

Kow  help  me  deere  broper  er  I  dye  4196 

In  alle  haste  come  to  me  he  seyde 

This  man  out*  of*  his  sleep  for  feere  abrayde 

But*  whan  pat*  he  was  wakened  out*  of*  his  slepe 

he  turned  him  and  tok*  of*  pis  no  kepe  /  4200 

Him  poughf  his  dreem  was  nought/  but*  yanyte 

pus  twyes  in  his  sloping*  dremed  he 

And  at*  pe  pridde  tyme  ^et*  his  felawe 

Came  as  him  pought*  I  am  now  y-slawe  4204 

Byholde  my  bloody  woundes  deepe  and  wyde  / 

Arys  vp  erely  in  pe  mome  tyde  / 

And  at*  pe  west*  gate  of*  pe  toun  quod  he 

A  carte  fulla  of*  dunge  pere  schalf  pou  se  /  4208 

In  which  my  body  is  hidde  fal  pryuyly 

Do  pilke  carte  aresten  boldely 

My  golde  caused  my  murdre  sop  to  sayn 

And  tolde  him  euery  poynt*  how  he  was  slayn  4212 

Wip  a  fal  pitous  face  pale  of*  hewe 

And  truste  wel  his  dreem  he  fand  ful  trewe 

ffor  on  pe  morwe  as  sone  as  it*  was  day 

To  his  felawes  In  he  tok*  pe  way  4216 

And  whan  he  com  vnto  pis  Oxe  stalls 

After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle 

The  Ostiler  answered  him  anon 

And  sayde  sire  joure  felawe  is  y-gon  4220 
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As  Bone  as  day  he  wente  out*  of  pQ  toun 

This  man  gan  falle  in  gref  suspeciofi 

Kemembryng*  on  his  dieemes  y&if  he  mette 

And  for^  he  gop  no  longer  wolde  he  lette  4224  , 

Ynto  pe  west<  gate  of*  fe  tonn  and  fonde 

A  dung*  carte  as  he  wente  to  dunge  ]>e  londe  / 

^af  was  arrayed  in  ]»e  same  wyse 

As  je  han  herde  pe  deede  man  deuyse  4228 

And  wi])  an  hardy  herte  he  gan  to  ciye  Dntf  tsi.  i»cki 

Yengaimce  and  Instice  of  pis  felonye 

My  f elawe  mnrdred  is  ^is  same  night 

And  in  pis  carf  he  Ijp  gapyng*  ypiig&t*  4232 

[I  Crie  oute  on  J>e  mynistiis  quod  he     ^^^JS^aJ^ f^^ST'^' 

pat  shulde  kepe  and  rewle  J)is  citee  l!S^r\%^iSi 

Harrow  alias  here  litfi  my  felaw  slayn)     '•^^J 

What  shuld  I  more  yn-to  this  tale  sayn)  4326 

}>e  peple  out  sterte  /  Ss  caste  pe  carte  to  gronnde 

And  in  the  medil  of  the  donge  ]>ei  founde]  [Hast  wtraet  mda} 

The  deede  man  ]>at*  mnrdred  was  al  newe 

0  blisful  god  ])af  art*  so  iuste  and  trewe  /  4240 
Lo  how  pat*  pou  bywreyest*  mordre  alway 

Mardre  wole  out*  pat*  se  we  day  by  day 

Mordre  is  so  wlatsom  and  abhominable 

To  god  pat*  is  so  iuste  and  resonable  4244 

That*  he  wol  not*  suffire  if  hiled  be  ' 

They  if  abyde  a  jeer  or  tuo  or  pre 

Mordre  wole  ouf  pis  is  my  conclusion 

And  righf  anon  ministi'es  of*  pe  toun  4248 

And  hente  pe  cartere  and  sore  him  pyned 

And  eek*  pe  osteller  so  ferre  engyned 

That  pey  beknewe  here  wickednesse  anon 

And  weren  hanged  by  pe  nekke  boon  4252 

Heer  may  men  see  paf  dreemes  ben  to  drede  1 

And  cortes  in  pe  same  book*  I  rede 

Righf  in  pe  nexte  chapitre  I  rede  of*  pis 

1  gabbe  nought/  so  haue  I  ioye  &  blis  4256 
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Tuo  men  ^af  wolde  han  passed  pe  see 

ffor  certein  cause  in-to  a  ferre  cuntre 

If"  Jat*  J>e  wynde  nad  y-be  contraiy 

p&if  made  hem  in  a  Cite  for  to  tary  4260 

That*  stood  fol  mery  ypon  an  hauen  side 

Baf  on  a  day  ajens  pe  euen  tyde 

The  wynd  gan  chauAge  and  blowen  as  him  leste 

lolyf*  and  glad  ^ey  wenten  vnto  rests  ^  4264 

And  casten  hem  ful  erly  for  to  seyle 

Buf  herkne  ^at*  oo  man  felle  in  gref  pereyle 

That*  oon  of*  hem  in  slepyng*  as  he  lay 

Him  mette  a  wonder  dreme  a^eins  ^e  day  4268 

HJTn  ]K>ng&t*  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes  syde 

And  him  comanded  ])at*  he  schulde  abyde 

And  seyde  him  ytis  if*  ])ou  to  morwe  wende  o»^ux2 

Thou  schalf  be  draynt*  my  tale  is  af  an  ende  4272 

he  awook*  and  tolde  his  felawe  whaf  he  mette 

and  prayed  him  his  viage  for  to  lette 

As  for  ]>at*  day  he  prayde  him  to  abyde 

his  felawe  ^af  lay  by  his  beddes  syde  4276 

Gan  for  to  laughe  and  scorned  him  ful  faste 

No  dieme  quod  he  may  myn  herte  agaste 

)>af  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  ])inges 

I  sette  noa3t*  a  straw  by  pj  dremynges  4280 

£for  swenenes  ben  buf  vanytes  and  lapes 

Men  dreme  alway  of*  owles  and  of*  apes 

And  of*  many  a  mase  ]»er-wi)>-^ 

Men  dremen  of*  ^ing*  ]>at*  neuer  was  ne  schal  4284 

But*  si]>enes  I  se  ])at*  ^ou  wolt*  here  abyde 

And  ]>us  for8low))en  wilfully  )>e  tyde 

God  wot*  it*  rewe]>  me  and  haue  good  day 

And  thus  he  took*  his  leeue  and  went*  his  way  4288 

And  er  ]>at*  he  hadde  half*  his  cours  y-sayled 

Kof  I  nought*  why  ne  whaf  meschaunce  it*  ayled 

But*  casuelly  ^e  schippes  botme  rent* 

And  schip  and  man  vnder  fe  water  went*  4292 
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* 

In  sight*  of*  oper  schippes  him  besyde 
)>at*  wip  him  seyled  at<  pe  same  tjde 
And  per^ore  he  seyde  TeHeLote  so  deere 
By  suche  ensamples  olde  maist*  pou  leere  4296 

])af  no  man  schulde  be  to  recheles 
Of  dremes  for  I  say  J)e  dowteles 
That*  many  a  dreem  fol  sore  is  for  to  drede 
Lo  in  )^e  lyf*  of  Seint«  kenelme  I  rede  4300 

]>af  was  kentdphes  sone  )>e  noble  king* 
Of*  Mertenrike  how  kenehne  mef  a  )>ing* 
A  litel  er  was  murdred  on  a  day 

His  murdre  in  his  avisioil  he  say  4304 

His  norice  him  expouned  eury  del 
His  sweuene  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  him  wel 
ffor  tresofi  but*  he  was  seuen  ^eer  old  [i«art5],iiaek] 

And  perfoie  litel  tale  ha)>  he  told  4308 

Of  eny  dreem  so  holly  was  his  herte 
By  god  I  hadde  leuer  ]>an  my  scherte 
]>at*  ^e  hadde  herde  his  legende  as  haue  I 
Dame  pertelote  I  say  jou  trewely  4312 

Macrobeus  fat*  writ*  J>e  a^isioun 
In  afi&yke  of  f  e  worpy  Cyprionn 
ASermep  dremes  and  Baip  pat*  pay  ben 
Wamyng*  of  pinges  pat*  men  after  seen  4316 

And  furpermore  I  pray  30U  lokep  wel 
pe  olde  testament  of  Daniel 
If  he  heeld  dreemes  of  any  vanyte 

Reede  eek*  of  loseph  and  per  schuln  ^  see  4320 

Wheper  dremes  ben  som  tyme  I  say  not*  tUle 
Wamyng*  of  pinges  pat*  schuln  after  fallfi 
Loke  of  Egypt*  pe  king*  Daun  Pharao 
His  baker  and  his  botiler  also  4324 

Wher  pey  ne  felten  noon  efifecte  in  dremes 
Who  so  wol  seche  pe  acte  of  sondry  Hemes 
May  rede  of  dreemes  many  a  wonder  ping* 
Lo  Cresus  which  pat*  was  of  lyde  king^  4328 
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Mette  he  nou^f  ]»at*  he  sat*  on  a  tree 

Which  signified  he  schulde  anhanged  be 

Lo  heie  adromacha  Ectoies  wiff* 

Thaf  day  ]>af  Ector  schulde  lese  his  lyff*  4332 

Sche  dreemed  on  )>e  same  night*  byfom 

How  fat*  f e  lyff»  of"  Ector  schulde  be  lorn 

If  ^ilke  day  he  went*  in-to  Batayle 

Sche  warned  him  but*  it  migHf  nou^f  auayle  4336 

He  wente  for  to  feighten  neuer  pe  les 

Baf  he  was  slayn  of*  oon  achilles 

But*  ])ilke  tale  is  al  to  long*  to  telle 

And  eek*  it  is  neigh  day  I  may  nou3t*  dwelle  4340 

Schortly  I  say  as  for  conclusioil 

^at*  I  schal  haue  of*  ^is  auisiofi 

Of*  aduersitees  and  I  say  for^ermore  pMf  ut] 

That*  I  nel  telle  of*  laxatifs  no  store  4344 

ffor  J>ey  ben  venymous  I  wot*  right*  wel 

I  hem  diffye  I  loue  hem  neuer  a  del 

Now  let*  vs  speke  of*  myrjje  and  stynte  al  ^ia 

Madame  p^rtelote  so  haue  I  blis  4348 

Of*  o  ]>ing*  god  me  ha])  sent*  large  grace 

ffor  when  I  se  pe  beaute  of*  ^our  face 

3e  ben  so  skarlet*  reed  aboute  ^oure  eyen 

It*  make])  alle  my  drede  for  to  deyen  4352 

ffor  al  so  siker  as  In  principle 

Mulier  est*  homtnis  confusio 

Ma  dame  pe  sentence  of*  ])is  latyn  is 

Womman  is  mannes  ioye  and  al  his  blys  4356 

ffor  whan  I  feele  a  night*  ^oure  softe  syde 

Al  be  it  ])at*  I  may  nought  on  jou  ryde 

ffor  phi?  oure  p^rche  is  maad  so  narwe  alias 

I  am  so  fulle  of*  ioye  and  solas  4360 

That*  I  diffye  bo])e  sweuen  and  dreem 

And  wi])  ])af  word  he  fleigh  doun  fro  ])e  beem 

ffor  it*  was  day  and  eek*  his  hennes  alld 

And  wi])  a  chukke  he  gan  hem  for  to  call^  4364 
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ffor  he  had  founde  a  com  lay  in  ^  ^eide 

Eeal  he  was  nomore  afeide 

He  fe])erede  pertelote  twenty  tyme 

And  tradde  as  ofte  er  it  were  pnme  4368 

He  loke])  as  it*  were  a  grjm  lyoun 

And  on  his  toos  he  lomed  yp  and  dotm 

Him  deygned  nonjf  to  sette  his  feef  on  grounde 

Ay  chukked  he  whan  he  hadde  a  com  y-founde  4372 

And  to  him  ])anne  ranne  his  wyfes  all^ 

puB  leal  as  a  prince  in  his  halle 

leue  I  )»is  Channteclere  in  his  pasture 

And  after  wol  I  telle  of*  his  aduenture  4376 

When  ^e  mon)}e  in  which  }>e  world  bigan 

)>af  highte  march  when  god  fersf  made  man 

Was  complete  and  passed  were  also  [i«af£5fi»iMok] 

Sejyins  marche  bygan  ])ritty  dayes  and  tuo  43S0 

Bifell^  ^at*  Channteclere  in  alle  his  pryde 

his  seuen  wyues  walkyng*  him  bysyde 

Caste  vp  his  eyen  to  pe  brighte  sonne 

Thaf  in  ]>e  signe  of  Tanras  was  y-ronnef  4384 

Twenty  degrees .  and  oon  and  somwhaf  moro 

He  knew  by  kynde  and  by  non  oper  lore 

That*  if  was  pryme  and  crew  wi]>  blisful  stenene 

The  Sonne  he  sayde  is  clumben  vp  on  heuone  4388 

xL  degrees  and  oon  and  more  y-wys 

Madame  pertelote  my  worldes  blys 

Herkne  how  peso  blisful  briddes  synge 

and  see  fe  freisshe  floures  how  ]}ay  springe  4392 

fuL  is  myn  herte  of  Henel  and  solace 

But*  sodeinly  him  fel  a  sorwful  case 

ffor  euer  fe  latter  ende  of*  loye  is  sone  ago 

And  comunly  often  tyme  it*  falle])  so  4396 

And  if*  a  Rethor  cou])e  faire  endite 

He  in  a  Croniqu6  mighte  saufly  write 

As  for  a  souereyn  notabilite  / 

Now  euery  wise  man  herkene  to  me  4400 
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This  story  is  also  trewe  I  vndertake 

As  is  ^e  book*  of  launcelot*  pe  lake 

))af  wommen  heelde  in  fal  greif  reuerence 

Now  wol  I  tome  ajein  to  my  sentence  4404 

A  koUe  fox  fill  of  sleig&te  and  iniquite 

T.iat*  in  fe  groue  had  woned  jeeres  ])Te 

By  heih  ymaginaciofi  aforn  caste 

^e  same  night*  ])uighout*  ])e  hegges  braste  4408 

In-to  pe  yeide  ^r  Chaunteclere  ^e  fEdxe 

Was  wont*  and  eek*  his  wyfes  to  repayre 

And  in  a  bedde  of*  worstes  stille  he  lay 

Til  if  was  passed  vndem  of  pe  day  4412 

Wayting*  his  tyme  on  channteclere  to  falle 

As  gladly  doon  pese  homicydes  all«  [i«ar2&8] 

That*  in  awayte  ligge  to  mar)>re  men 

0  false  muidrour  roukyng*  in  pj  den  4416 

0  newe  scaiiote  and  newe  Genylouh) 

ffijs  dissimulour  0  greke  Synofi 

That*  broughtest*  Troye  outrely  to  sorwe 

0  Chaunteclere  acorsed  be  ])at*  morwe  4420 

paif  ^ou  in  ^e  jeide  fleyje  fro  pe  beemes 

Thou  were  ful  wel  y-wamed  by  fin  derems 

That*  pake  day  was  pmlous  to  pe 

But*  fat*  at*  god  afore  wot*  moot*  nccdcs  be  4424 

After  pe  opynyofi  of  certein  clerkes 

Witnesse  on  him  fat*  any  clerk/  is 

That*  in  scole  gret*  altercaciofl 

In  pia  matiere  and  gret*  disputesofl  4428 

And  haf  ben  of  an  hundred  f  ousand  men 

But  I  ne  can  noujf  bulte  it  to  pe  bren 

As  can  fe  holy  doctour  augustyn 

Or  Booce  or  pe  Bisschoppe  Bradwaidyn  4432 

Whefer  fat/  goddes  wille  afore  wetyng* 

Streynef  me  needely  for  to  don  a  f  ing* 

Needly  clepe  I  simple  necessite 

Or  elles  if  pe  free  choys  be  graunted  me  /  4436 
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To  do  ys,V  same  ])iiig*  or  to  do  it  noujt 

)>oiigtL  god  forwof  if  er  if  was  y-wiougfif 

Or  of*  bis  wetjngi  streigne])  neuer  a  del 

Buf  by  necessite  condidonel  4440 

I  wol  nof  baae  to  doone  of*  sucb  matiere 

My  tale  is  of  a  cokk*  as  30  scbtdn  after  beere 

Tbaf  took*  bis  counseil  of*  bis  wyf*  wi^  sorwe 

To  waike  in-to  )»e  ^eid  yppon  pe  morwe  4444 

Tbaf  be  bad  mette  )»e  dreem  as  I  30U  tolde 

Wommens  counseiles  ben  ful  ofte  colde 

Wommans  counseil  brougbf  vs  fersf  to  wo 

And  made  adam  &o  paradys  to  go  4448 

])er  as  be  was  ful  mery  and  wel  af  ese  / 

Buf  for  I  nof  wbom  if  migbf  displese  ci«ft5s,iMdc] 

If*  I  councel  of  wommen  wolde  blame 

Passe  ouer  I  seyde  if  in  my  game  4452 

Bede  auctours  wber  )»ey  trete  of*  sucb  matiere 

And  wbaf  )>ay  sein  of*  wommen  ^e  may  beere 

Tbese  ben  pQ  cokkes  wordes  and  nougbt  myne 

I  can  non  barme  of*  no  womman  deyyne  4456 

ffayre  in  ])e  sande  to  ba]>e  bire  merily 

hf  pertelote  and  alle  bire  sustres  by 

A^ein  ]»e  sonne  and  Cbaunteclere  so  fre 

Sange  meriere  pan  ]»e  mere-mayde  in  pe  see  4460 

ffor  Pbysyalogus  saif  witterly 

How  J»f  J>ey  sungen  wel  and  merily 

And  so  bifelle  as  be  casf  bis  ye 

amonges  pe  wortes  vpon  a  butterflye  4464 

He  was  war  of*  piB  ffox  ])af  lay  ful  lowe 

IT  No  ^ing*  ne  luste  bim  ))anne  for  to  crowe 

Buf  cryed  anon  kok*  kok*  and  vp  be  sterte 

As  man  )yaf  was  afiiayed  in  bis  berte  4468 

ffor  naturelly  a  beste  desire)»  to  fie 

ffro  bis  contrarye  if*  be  may  if  se 

fey  be  neuer  baddo  seye  it  ersf  vnp  bis  ye 

Tbis  Cbaunteclere  wben  be  gan  bim  espye  4472 
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lie  wolde  han  fledde  but*  l^af  pe  fox  anon 

Sayde  gentil  sire  alias  what*  wol  ^e  doon 

Been  ^e  affrayed  of*  me  J^at*  am  joure  fireende 

Certes  sire  Jen  be  ^e  vnheende  4476 

If*  I  to  30U  wolde  harme  or  vilanye 

I  am  nought*  come  ^oure  councel  to  aspie 

But*  trewely  fe  cause  of*  my  comynge 

"Was  oonly  to  herkne  how  J)af  ^e  synge  /  4480 

ffor  trewely  30  han  as  meiy  a  steuene 

As  any  aungel  ha)»  Jaf  is  in  heuene 

Ther-with  30  han  in  Physike  more  felynge 

))at*  hadde  boys  or  eny  ])at*  can  synge  4484 

My  lord  30ure  fader  god  his  soule  blesse 

And  eek*  30ure  mooder  of  hire  gentilnesse  paaf  smj 

han  in  mjn  hous  I-ben  ful  wel  at  eese 

and  certes  sire  fid  fayn  wolde  I  30U  pleese  4488 

But*  for  men  speken  of*  syngyng*  I  wolde  seye 

So  mote  I  brouke  myne  eyen  tweye 

Saue  30U  I  ne  herde  neuer  man  so  synge 

As  dide  30ure  fader  in  ]>e  morwenynge  4492 

Certes  it  was  of*  herte  al  ))af  he  sange 

And  for  to  make  his  yoys  pe  more  strange 

He  wolde  so  peyne  him  )>af  wij)  hope  his  eyen 

He  moste  wynke  so  lowde  he  dide  cryen  4496 

And  standen  on  his  typtoos  fet-vnp-el 

And  strecche  iorf  his  nekke  long*  and  smal 

And  eek*  he  was  of*  such  discrecion 

That*  per  was  no  man  in  no  region  4500 

That  him  in  song*  or  wisdam  mighte  passe 

I  haue  wel  rad  daun  bumelle  the  asse 

Among  his  vers  per  was  a  kok* 

fifor  a  prestes  sone  3af'  him  a  knok*  4504 

Ypon  his  legges  whil  he  was  yong*  and  nyoe 

He  made  him  for  to  leese  his  benefice 

But*  cortein  per  is  no  compansofi 

Betwixe  pe  wisdam  and  discreclofi  4503 
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Of*  30ure  fader  and  of*  his  subtilte 

Kow  synge])  sire  for  seinte  Cliarite 

Letfi  see  conne  30  ^oure  fader  countrefete 

^is  Chaunteclere  his  wynges  gan  to  bete  4512 

As  man  ^af  cou^e  his  tresoii  nof  aspye 

So  was  he  ranysschf  wi)^  his  flaterye  ^[KoeabeiM 

IF  Alias  je  loides  many  a  fals  flatonr 

Is  in  30ure  Court*  and  many  a  losengour  4516 

^at*  pleasen  )oa  more  by  my  fei]> 

Then  he  )»af  so^fastnesse  vnto  30U  seiji 

Bede]>  ecclesiastre  of*  flaterie 

Be|)  war  ^e  lordes  of*  here  treccherie  4520 

This  Chauntecleie  stood  heye  Tpon  his  toos 

Strecching*  his  necke  and  huld  his  eyen  clos        [leaf  S54,i)«ck] 

And  gan  to  crowe  lowde  for  ye  nones 

And  daun  Eussel  stert*  vp  al  at*  oones  4524 

And  by  ]>e  gaigage  hente  Chaunteclere 

And  on  his  bak*  toward  the  woode  him  bere 

ffor  jet*  was  ^ere  noman  ))at*  him  sewed 

O  destyne  fat*  mayst  not*  ben  eschewed  4628 

Alias  ])af  Chaunteclere  fel  &o  )>e  hemes 

Alias  his  wyf*  ne  roughte  nought*  of*  dremes 

And  on  a  friday  felle  al  fis  meschaunce 

0  venus  pat*  art*  goddesse  of*  plesatmce  4532 

8e])ines  })at  ])i  seruafit  was  ))is  Chaunteclere 

And  in  pin  s^ruise  dede  al  his  powere  / 

More  for  delite  ])an  pe  world  to  multiplie 

Why  woldestow  suffi*e  him  /  on  Jjin  day  to  dye  4536 

O  Gaufrede  deere  maister  souerayn 

That*  whan  J>y  wor)»y  king*  Richard  was  slayn 

WiJ)  schotte  compleynedest*  his  dej>  so  sore 

Why  ne  hadde  I  now  fin  sentence  and  fin  lore  4540 

The  friday  for  to  chyde  as  deden  je  / 

ffor  on  a  ffriday  schortly  slayn  was  he 

fenne  wolde  I  schewe  30U  how  fat*  I  coufe  pleyne 

ffor  Chaunteclere  and  for  his  pcyne  4544 
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Ceites  Buch  cry  ne  lamentacion 

Was  of»  ladyes  maade  whan  yleofl 

"Was  wonne  and  Purris  wif  Ms  streighte  sweid 

Whenne  he  hente  king*  Pryam  hy  pe  herd  4548 

And  elayn  him  as  seyde  Enneydos 

As  maden  all^  ))e  hennes  in  fe  cloos 

Whan  fej  hadde  seye  of*  chaunteclere  pe  sighf 

But*  soueraynly  dame  Pertelote  schrig&f  4552 

fful  lowder  ])en  dede  hasdnibaldes  wyff 

Whan  })ati'  hiie  housbonde  hadde  lost*  his  lyff* 

And  Y&if  ])e  Eomayns  had  berud  Cartage 

Sche  was  so  fuUe  of  torment  and  of  Eage  4556 

]7at*  wilfully  in  to  ]>e  fuyr  sche  sterte 

And  brend  hir  selue  wi]>  a  stedefast*  herte  peaf  »5] 

O  wofuU-e  hennes  right*  so  cryede  30 

As  whan  ]yat*  Kero  brende  ^e  Cite  4560 

Of*  Borne  cryden  f e  Senatowrs  wyfes 

ffor  Jyat*  here  housbondes  schulde  leese  here  lyues 

Wifouten  gilte  Nero  haj>  hem  slayn 

^  Now  wole  I  tume  vnto  my  tale  agayn  4664 

This  seely  widewe  and  hire  doughtres  tuo 

Herden  ^e  hennes  crien  and  make  woo  / 

And  out*  at*  ^e  dore  sterten  ]^ay  anon 

And  sawe  J>e  fox  toward  pe  groue  goon  4668 

And  bar  ypon  his  bak*  pe  kok*  away 

And  cryden  out  harrow  and  weloway 

A  ha  ^e  fox  and  after  him  ])ay  ran 

And  eek*  with  staues  many  Bno)^r  man  4572 

Ban  colle  oure  dogge  Talbot*  and  Garlond 

And  Malkyn  wij,  hire  diBtaf  in  hire  hond 

Ban  cow  and  calf*  and  eek*  ]>e  verrey  hogges 

Sore  aferde  for  berkyng*  of*  J>e  dogges  4576 

And  schowtyng*  of*  men  and  of*  wommen  eeke 

fey  ronne  so  her  hert*  fey  fought  tobreeke 

They  yelleden  as  feendes  don  in  helle 

The  dokes  cryden  as  men  wolde  hem  quelle  .4580 
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Ouf  of*  ]>e  huyues  come  ^e  swana  of*  bees 

])e  gees  for  feere  flowen  ouer  ^e  trees 

So  liidous  was  ^e  noyse  a  benedicite 

Certes  lie  lakke  strawe  and  his  meynee  4584 

Ne  maden  neuere  schoutes  half*  so  schriUe 

Whan  l^at*  faj  wolden  eny  flem3mg<  kills 

As  }slV  ilke  day  was  maad  vpon  pe  ffoz 

Of  bras  pej  broughte  beemes  and  of*  Box  4588 

Of*  home  and  boon  in  whiche  fey  ponped 

And  ])er-wi])al  pej  schriched  and  )>ey  schouted 

If  semed  as  ))af  henen  schulde  falld 

Kow  goode  men  I  pray  30a  herkne])  alls  4592 

Lo  how  fortune  tume]»  sodeinly 

The  hope  and  eek*  ^e  prayde  of*  here  enaye        pwrBBS,  imA] 

This  Cok*  f  af  lay  vpon  f  is  foxes  bale* 

liL  allfi  his  drede  vnto  fe  fox  he  spak*  4596 

And  sayde  sire  if*  I  were  as  je 

3et*  schuld  I  say  as  wis  god  helpe  me 

Tume]>  a^ein  ^e  proude  cherles  all6 

A  yerray  pestilence  vpon  30U  falle  4600 

Now  am  I  come  vnto  J)is  woodes  syde 

Maugre  jour  heed  ]>e  cok*  schal  hero  abyda 

I  wole  him  ete  in  fei^  and  ])af  anon 

The  ffox  answerde  in  fei])  if  schal  be  don  4604 

and  [as]  he  spak*  ]}af  word  al  sodeinly 

This  Cok*  brak*  fro  his  mou]>  delyuerly 

An  heigh  vpon  a  tree  he  fleigh  anoon 

And  whan  pe  fox  saugh  ^af  he  was  goon  4608 

Alias  quod  he  O  Chauntedere  alias 

I  haue  quod-  he  don  to  30W  a  trespas 

In  als  moche  as  I  made  30U  afferd 

When  I  }ou  hente  and  brought  ouf  of"  pe  jerd  4612 

Buf  sire  I  dede  it  nought  in  no  wicked  entenf 

Come  doun  and  I  schal  telle  30U  what  I  ment 

I  schal  30U  seye  soj)  god  helpe  me  so  / 

Kay  ])anne  quod  he  I  schrewe  vs  bo)»e  tuo  /  4616 
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And  fersf  I  schiewe  my  self*  bo]7e  blood  and  bones 

If*  j)ou  begile  me  ofter  Jan  ones  / 

Thou  schalf  nomore  yrif  )>in  flateije 

Do  me  to  synge  and  wynko  wi|)  myn  ye  4G20 

ffor  he  Jaf  wynkej  whan  he  schulde  se 

As  wisly  god  let*  him  neuer  fe 

Kay  quod  fe  fox  god  jiue  him  meschaunce 

That*  is  so  vndiscret*  of*  gouemai^nce  4624 

Jat*  ianglej  whan  he  schulde  haue  pees 

Lo  suche  it  is  for  to  be  recheles  / 

and  necligonf  and  trustej)  on  flaterye 

But*  3e  ])at*  halden  ))is  tale  a  folye  4628 

As  of*  a  fox  and  of*  a  cok*  and  an  hen 

Take]}  Je  moralite  goode  men  VMttsaj 

ffor  seint*  poule  saij  /  allc  )>at*  writen  is 

To  oure  doctrine  /  it  is  y-writen  y-wis  4632 

Take))  pe  fruit/  and  letc])  ]>e  chaff  be  stille 

Now  goode  god  if*  }>at*  it*  be  Jin  wille  / 

As  seij  my  lord  so  make  vs  alle  goode  men 

And  bringe  vs  alle  to  his  heihe  blisse  amcN  4636 

Here  endej  Je  Nonne  prestos  tale 
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[Mif^SMQ     Here  folwe]y  fe  Prologe  of*  pe  mall- 

IT  ciples  tale        Ca"  xxiy" 

Wot*  je  nof  wher  |yer  stant/  a  litel  toon 
Which  ))af  is  cleped  Bobbe  vp  and  doi/n 
vnder  ye  Blee  in  Caunt^bery  way 
Ther  gan  onie  Oste  for  to  lape  and  play  4 

And  sayde  syres  whaf  donne  is  in  )>e  myre 
Is  no  man  for  preyer  ne  for  huyre 
That*  wole  awake  oure  felawe  be-hynde  / 
A  J^eefi  might*  him  ful  lightly  robbe  and  bynde  8 

Se  how  he  nappe]>  se  for  goddes  bones 
f&if  he  wol  falle  fro  hia  hors  af  ones 
Is  )>at*  a  Cook*  of*  londoii  wi))  meschaflce 
Do  him  come  forth  he  knowe])  his  penance  12 

ffor  he  Bchal  telle  a  tale  by  my  fey 
Al  ]K>ugh  it  be  nought*  wor]y  a  hotel  hey 
Awake  ]K)n  Cook*  quod  he  god  ^iue  pe  sorwe 
What  eylef  J>e  to  slepe  by  Je  morwe  16 

hast*  ])ou  had  fleen  al  night*  or  art*  ]>oa  drunke 
Or  hast*  J)ou  wi])  som  quene  al  night*  y-swunke 
So  ^af  ^on  maysf  nought*  holden  yp  yin  heed 
This  Cook*  ])at*  was  ful  pale  and  no  ))ing*  reed  20 

Seyde  oure  Osf  so  god  my  soule  blesse 
As  ^er  is  falle  on  me  such  heuynesse 
Nof  I  nou3f  why  me  were  leuer  to  slepe 
Then  ]>o  beste  galofi  of*  wyn  in  Chepe  24 
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Wei  quod  pe  maunciple  if*  if  |>e  may  don  ese  26 

To  ^  Bir  Cook*  and  to  no  wighf  displese 

Wliich  Jaf  heer  lydej  in  fis  companye  / 

And  ^af  ouie  hosf  wole  of*  his  curtesye  28 

I  wole  as  now  excuse  fe  of*  ])in  tale  cieafBw,iiM9k] 

ffor  in  good  ieip  ^i  visage  is  ful  pale 

Thin  eyen  dasewen  so^ly  as  me  J^inke]) 

And  wel  I  woof  j)i  bre])  ful  soure  stinke)»  32 

Thaf  8chewe)y  wel  ]>ou  arf  noughf  wel  disposed 

Of*  me  certeyn  fon  schalf  noughf  ben  y-glosed 

Se  how  he  goneth  lo  his  drunken  wighf 

As  ]»ough  he  wolde  ys  swolwe  anon  righf  36 

hald  clos  ]>in  mou]>  man  by  ]>yn  fader  kyn 

The  deuyl  of*  helle  sette  his  foof  ^erin 

This  cursed  breth  wol  infecte  vs  alld 

ffy  stynkynge  swyn  fy  foule  mote  pe  falld  40 

Take])  heede  sires  of*  fis  lusty  man 

Now  sweete  sire  wole  je  iuste  af  ]>e  van 

Ther-to  me  yenkef  30  ben  wel  y-schape 

I  trowe  ^af  ^e  haue  drunken  wyn  ape  44 

And  )»af  is  whan  men  pleye  wij)  a  straw  / 

And  wi]>  his  speche  ^e  Cooke  wax  al  wraw 

And  on  pe  maunciple  bygan  he  nodde  faste 

ffor  lakke  of*  speche  and  doun  fe  hors  him  castd  48 

Wher  as  he  lay  til  ]>af  men  him  yp  tookl 

This  was  a  fayr  Chiuacheef*  of  a  cook^ 

Alias  he  ne  hadde  holde  him  by  his  ladel 

And  er  ^af  he  ajein  were  in  his  sadel  52 

Ther  was  a  gref  schowuyng*  bo])e  to  and  fro 

To  lifte  him  vp  and  mochil  care  and  woo 

So  ynweldy  was  ))is  sely  pallede  goete 

And  to  pe  maunciple  peuae  spak*  oure  Oste  66 

By  cause  ]>af  drynke  hap  dominaciofi 

Vpon  piB  man  by  my  Sauaciofi 

I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale 

ffor  were  if  wyn  or  olde  or  moysty  ale  60 
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That;'  he  ha]y  dranke  he  spekejy  so  in  his  noae  /  61 

And  fnese^  flEiste  and  eek*  he  haj)  Jie  pose 

he  hath  also  to  don  more  ^an  ynough 

Xo  kepe  him  and  his  capel  out*  of  pe  sloiigb  64 

And  if  he  falle  fio  his  capil  eff  sone  /  [\mtm} 

Thenne  schuUe  we  aHe  haue  ynough  to  doone 

In  lif tyng<  vp  his  heuy  dninken  cors 

Telle  on  pm  tale  of  him  make  I  no  fora  68 

But*  ^if  maunciple  in  feij)  )k>u  art*  to  nyce 

Thus  openly  to  leproue  him  of  his  yice 

Ano|»^  day  he  wole  perauenture 

Beclayme  fe  and  hringen  ]>e  to  lure  72 

I  mene  he  speke  wole  of  smale  ])iQgea  « 

And  for  to  pynchen  at*  ^ine  rekenynges 

That*  were  not*  honeste  if  it*  come  to  pref 

"So  quod  ]>e  maunciple  ])at*  were  a  gret*  meschief  76 

So  mig^f  he  bringe  me  in  to  )»e  snare 

Yet*  hadde  I  leuer  payen  for  pQ  mare 

Which  he  ryt*  on  pan  he  schulde  wij^  me  stiyue 

I  wol  not*  wrap])e  him  so  mote  I  pijuQ  80 

)»at<  pat*  I  spak*  I  seyde  it*  in  my  bourde 

And  wite  ^e  wel  I  haue  heer  in  my  gourde 

A  draught*  of  wyn  ye  of  a  rype  grape 

And  right*  anon  ^e  schullen  seen  a  good  Jape  84 

This  Cook*  schal  drynke  j>er-of  if  I  may 

vp  peyne  of  my  lyf  he  wol  not*  say  nay 

And  certeinly  to  tellen  as  it/  was 

Of  pis  yessdl  pe  Cook*  drank*  faste  alias  88 

What*  needep  it*  he  drank*  ynough  afom 

And  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  his  horn 

To  pe  maunciple  he  took*  pe  gourde  again 

And  of  pat*  diynke  pe  cook*  was  wonder  fayn  92 

And  panked  him  in  such  wise  as  he  cowde 

Then  gan  oure  Oste  to  lawhe  wonder  lowde 

And  sayde  I  se  wel  it*  is  necessarie 

Where  pat*  we  goon  good  drink*  wip  vs  to  carie  96 
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ffoT  ])af  wol  toume  rancour  and  disese  97 

To  acord  and  lone  and  many  a  word  to  peese 
O  Bachus  y-blessed  be  ^y  name 

y&t  so  canst*  tome  ernest*  in  to  game  100 

Worschipe  and  ]>onke  be  to  fj  deite  cienf  257,  b^k] 

Of*  f&V  matiere  ne  gete  ^e  nomore  of*  me 
Tel  on  fi  tale  fOM  manciple  I  fe  preye 
Wei  sire  quod  he  now  kerkne]>  whaf  I  seye        IT  Explicit 

prologtijj 
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[«.  iKftsi,  6«t]  Incipi'P  fabi/U 

in  phebus  dwelde  beer  in  ^is  er^  adoun 
ia  olde  booke  maken  mencioun  106 

le  was  )ie  moete  lusty  bachiler 
X/  alle  )>e  world  and  eek*  ^  besf  archeer 
A-i  filongb  PbytoO  )ie  serpent/  as  he  lay 

Slepyngi  agayn  (»  eonne  vpon  a  day 

And  many  ano^er  noble  wor)iy  dede  / 

He  wi))  his  bowe  broug&t  as  men  nowe  rede  112 

Fleyen  he  coujie  ot  euery  menstialcye 

And  syngen  ^a.if  it  was  a  melodye 

To  heeren  of  his  deero  voys  fie  aoun 

Certes  fw  king*  of  Thebes  amphyoun  1 16 

Thaf  wi^  his  Byngyng<  walled  J)af  Cite 

Cowde  neuer  syngen  half*  so  wel  as  he 

Therto  he  was  fie  semlyeste  man 

fiaf  is  or  was  si^en  )«  world  bygan  1 20 

Whaf  ueede))  if  his  fetures  to  discryue 

ffor  in  ^ia  world  was  non  so  &ir  on  lyue 

be  was  ]>er-wi])  fblfild  of  gentilnesae 

Of  honooi  and  of  parfyte  worjiinesse  124 

This  Fhebus  ftati  was  flour  of  Bachelrye 

As  wel  in  Jieedam  as  in  Chitiolrio 

ffor  diaporte  in  signe  eet  of  victorie 

Of  Phyton  ao  as  teUeJi  vs  >e  storye  128 

Was  worfy  to  beren  in  his  bond  a  bowe  / 

N^ow  badde  fiis  Fhebus  in  his  hous  a  ere  we 

Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day 

And  tanghf  it^  speke  as  jHif  men  teche  a  lay  132 
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Whit*  was  pis  Crowe  as  is  a  snow  whif  swan  133 

And  coimtrefeted  pe  speche  of*  euery  man 

he  cowde  when  he  schulde  telle  a  tale 

Ther-wi]»  in  al  )»e  world  no  nightyngale  136 

Ke  coujye  by  an  hundred  ^ousend  deel  p0af  tss] 

Syngen  so  wonderlj  meryly  and  weel 

Now  hadde  ])is  Phebos  in  his  hous  a  wyf* 

Which  )»at*  he  loned  more  ))an  his  owne  lyf  140 

And  night*  and  day  dyd  euer  his  diligence 

Hir  for  to  plese  and  don  hire  reuerence 

Sane  oonly  if*  ]>e  so))  ])af  I  schal  sayn 

Gelous  he  was  and  wolde  haue  kept*  hire  fayn  144 

ifor  him  were  lo))  by-Iaped  for  to  be 

And  so  eueiy  wight*  in  such  degre 

But*  al  for  nou3f  for  it*  auayle])  nou^f 

A  good  wyff*  ^at  is  clone  of*  work*  and  )K)ught  148 

Schulde  nought*  be  kepte  in  non  awayte  certain 

And  trewely  fe  labour  is  in  vayn 

To  kepe  a  schrewe  for  it  wol  nou^t*  be 

This  halde  I  for  a  verray  nycete  152 

To  spille  labour  for  to  keepe  wyues 

Thus  writen  olde  Clerkes  in  here  lyued 

But*  now  to  purpos  as  I  first*  bigan 

This  worjyy  Thehus  do])  al  ^af  he  can  156 

To  plesen  hyre  wenyog*  by  such  plesafice 

And  for  Lis  manhode  and  his  gouemafice 

That*  no  man  schulde  haue  put  him  fro  hir  grace 

But*  god  it*  woot/  ^er  may  no  man  enbrace  160 

As  to  distreyne  a  ])ing*  which  pet  nature 

Ha])  naturelly  sette  in  a  creature 

Take  eny  bryd  and  put  it*  in  a  kage 

And  do  al  ])in  entent  and  ^y  corage  164 

To  fostre  it  tendrely  wi])  mete  and  drinke 

Of*  alia  deyntees  ])at*  ^ou  canst*  by])inke 

And  keepe  it/  also  clenly  as  ])ou  may 

Al  ])ough  his  cage  of*  golde  be  neuer  so  gay  168 
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)et^  hsLf  ^is  biidde  by  .zx.  ^amid  folde  169 

Leuer  in  a  fforesi^  ^ati*  is  wilde  and  oolde 

Gron  ete  wormes  and  sncli  wieechedenease 

ffor  ener  fia  bridde  wol  doon  his  biuynesaQ  172 

To  eskape  onf  of  bia  cage  when  he  may  pMfHBkbMk] 

his  liberte  fe  bridde  desire^  aj 

Let*  take  a  catte  and  foatre  him  wel  wi^  melk* 

An  tendre  fleissch  and  make  Kb  conche  of  selk^  176 

And  let^  him  seen  a  mons  go  by  ^e  vaUtf 

And  anon  he  weyue^  milke  fleissche  and  all0 

And  en^ry  deynte  ^f  is  in  f&if  hons 

Snch  appetyf  ha)>  sche  to  ete  a  mons  180 

Lo  he[r6]  ha^  Inste  his  dampnaciofi 

And  appetyf  flemyth  discreciofi 

As  fe  wolf>  ha^  also  a  yyleyns  kynde 

The  lewedeste  wolf  fsiif  sche  may  fynde  184 

Of  lesf  of  leputaciofi  {^at*  wol  sche  take 

In  tyme  whan  hire  luste  to  hane  a  make 

All^  piae  ensamples  speke  I  by  |»ese  men 

That*  ben  vntrewe  and  noting*  by  wommen  188 

ffor  men  han  eaere  a  likerous  appetyt^ 

On  lowere  ]>ing*  to  parforme  here  delyf 

Then  on  here  wyfes  ben  ]»y  nener  so  fayre 

Ke  neuer  so  trewe  ne  so  debonaire  192 

ffleissche  is  so  newefongul  vrip  meschafioe 

Thaf  we  ne  konne  in  no  )>ing*  han  plesafice 

That*  sowne)?  in  to  verta  eny  while 

This  Phebus  which  Jmf  ]K)ught*  vpon  no  gile  196 

Desceyued  was  for  alio  his  lolite 

ffor  vnder  him  ano]>er  hadde  sche 

A  man  of  litel  reputaciofi 

Nought*  wor])  to  Phebus  in  comparisoA  200 

The  more  harm  it*  is  if  happe]>  ofte  so 

Of  which  pet  come^  mochil  harme  and  wo 

And  so  bifelk  whan  Phebus  was  absent* 

His  wif  anon  ha)»  for  hir  lemman  sent*  204 

CORPUS   594   (e-T.  682) 
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Hire  lemman  certes  (is  is  a  kauissch  speche  205 

fforjiue])  it  me  and  (at*  I  30a  beseche 

The  wyse  Plato  saijy  as  ^e  may  lede 

]>e  worde  moot*  need  acoide  vnp  (e  dede  208 

3if*  men  schal  telle  propiely  a  (ing*  ix^aUM} 

The  word  moot*/  cosjn  be  to  ]>e  workyng* 

I  am  a  boystous  man  ri&f  (us  say  I 

Ther  is  no  difference  trewely  212 

Betwix  a  wyf*  (at*  is  of*  heih  degre 

If*  of*  hire  body  dishoneste  sche  be 

And  a  pouere  wenche  othir  (an  (is 

If*  it*  so  be  (ey  werke  bo(e  amys  216 

But*  (at*  (e  gentil  is  in  staat*  aboue 

Sche  schal  be  cleped  his  lady  as  in  loue 

And  for  (at*  o(er  is  a  pouer  womman 

Sche  schal  be  cleped  his  wenche  or  his  lemman  220 

And  god  it*  woof  myn  owne  deere  bro(er 

Men  leyn  (at*  oon  as  lowe  as  li(  (at*  o(6r 

Eight*  so  betwixe  a  titles  tyraunt* 

And  an  outlawe  or  a  (eef*  erraunt*  224 

The  same  I  say  (er  is  no  difference  / 

To  alisaundre  was  tolde  (is  sentence  / 

That*  for  (e  tyraunt*  is  of*  grettere  might 

By  force  of*  meyne  for  to  sleen  doun  right*  228 

And  brenne  hous  and  home  and  make  al  playn 

Lo  (erfore  is  he  cleped  a  Capitayn 

IT  And  for  (e  outlawe  ha(  but*  smal  meigne 

And  may  not*  doon  so  gret*  an  harm  as  he  232 

Ne  bringe  a  Contre  to  so  gref  mescheef* 

Men  clepen  him  an  outlawe  or  a  (eef* 

But*  for  I  am  a  man  not*  texted  wel 

I  wol  not*  telle  of*  Tytus  neuer  a  deel  239 

I  wol  go  to  my  tale  as  I  began 

Whan  Phebus  [wyf]  hadde  sent*  for  hire  lemman 

Anon  (ey  wroughten  alld  here  lust*  volage 

This  white  crowe  (at*  heng*  ay  in  (e  kage  240 
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Bihelde  hire  werk*  and  seyde  neuer  a  word  241 

And  whan  ]>at  home  was  come  Phebos  ])e  lord 

This  crowe  sange  cokkow  cokkow  cokkow 

What*  biyd  quop  Phebus  what*  song*  syngesf  j>ou  244 

Ne  were  J»ou  wont*  so  meryly  to  synge  [iear259.iMick]  / 

^at*  to  myn  herte  it*  was  a  reioisschinge 

To  here  ^i  voys  alias  what*  song*  is  ])is 

l^y  god  quod  he  I  synge  nought  amys  248 

Phebus  quod  he  for  al  J^i  worJ)inesse 

for  alle  ^y  beaute  and  pjn.  gentilnesse 

ifor  alld  pi  song*  and  al  pi  menstralcye 

ffor  al  fi  waytyng*  blered  is  J)in  ye  252 

Wiji  on  of*  litel  reputaciofi 

iN'ought*  wor])  to  )»e  as  in  comparison 

J^e  mountafice  of*  a  gnatte  so  mote  I  J^riue 

ffor  on  pj  bed  J>y  wyff  /  I  say  him  swyue  256 

What*  wole  30  more  pe  crowe  anon  him  tolde 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bolde 

How  Jat*  his  wyf*  hadde  doon  hire  leccherie 

him  to  gret*  schame  and  to  gret*  yilanye  260 

And  tolde  him  ofte  he  say  it*  wi])  his  eyen 

piB  Phebus  gan  awayward  for  to  wr}^cn 

him  fought*  his  sorwf ul  herte  brast  a  tuo  / 

His  bowe  he  bente  and  sette  per-lnnQ  a  floo  264 

And  in  his  Ire  psua.  ha))  he  his  wif*  y-slayn 

This  is  ])effecte  J^er  is  nomore  to  sayn 

ffor  sorwe  of*  which  he  brak*  his  mynstralcye 

Bo)}e  harpe  and  lewte  gyteme  and  Sawteiye  268 

And  eek*  he  brak*  his  arwes  and  his  bowe 

And  after  Jutf  puB  spak*  he  to  )>e  crowe 

Traytour  quod  he  ynp  tonge  of*  Scorpiofi 

Thou  hast*  me  brought  to  my  confusion  272 

Alias  J^at*  I  was  wrought*  why  nere  I  ded 

0  deere  wyf*  o  gemme  of*  lustyhed 

That*  were  to  me  so  sadde  and  eek*  so  trewe 

Now  lyes  ]>ou  deed  wi])  face  pale  of*  hewe  /  276 
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fful  gulteles  faf  duisf  I  swere  ywys  277 

O  rakel  hound  to  don  so  foule  amys 

0  trouble  witte  .0.  Ire  recbeles 

That*  vnauysed  smytesf  gulteles  /  280 

O  wan-truste  ful  of*  fak  suspeciofl  [itMf  26o] 

Where  was  })y  witte  and  fi  disciecioii 

0  euery  man  be  war  of*  rekelnesse 

Ne  trowe  nojiing*  wi])outen  strong*  witnesse  28^1 

Smyt*  noujf  to  sone  er  ]>at*  po\x  wite  why 

And  be  auysed  wel  and  soburly 

Or  je  doon  eny  execucioa 

Vpon  3ouie  Ire  for  suspeciofi  288 

Alias  a  ^ousand  folk*  ban  rakel  Ire 

ffully  fordoon  or  brought*  hem  in  Jje  myre 

Alias  for  sorwe  I  wil  my  selue  slee 

And  to  ^e  crowe  0  false  l^eef*  sayde  he  292 

1  wol  ]>e  quyte  anon  ^y  false  tale 
)»ou  songe  whilom  lyk*  a  nightyngale 
Now  schalt*  )>ou  false  Jjeef*  fi  song*  forgon 

Eeke  ])in  white  fe]?eres  euerichon  296 

Ne  neuer  in  all6  fi  lyue  schalt*  ])ou  speke 

Thus  Bchal  men  on  a  traitour  ben  awreke 

Thou  and  ])in  hospreinge  euere  schuln  be  blake 

Ke  neuere  swete  noyse  schul  ^e  make  /  300 

But*  euer  crye  agayn  tempest*  and  reyn 

In  toknyng*  fat*  j)uigh  fa  my  wyf*  was  slayn 

And  to  fe  crowe  he  sterte  and  fat*  anon 

And  pulled  his  white  fef  eres  euerychon  30-4 

and  made  him  blak*  and  reft*  him  slle  his  song* 

And  eek*  his  speche  and  out*  at*  f  e  dore  him  slong* 

ynto  f  e  deuel  which  I  him  betake  / 

And  for  f  is  caas  ben  aUe  crowes  blake  308 

Lordynges  by  f  is  ensample  I  30U  preye 

Bef  war  and  takef  keepe  what*  fat*  ^e  seye 

Ke  tellef  neuer  no  man)  in  3our  lyff/ 

how  faf  anofe;'  man  haf  dighf  his  wyf*  312 
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He  wole  30W  haten  mortelly  certein  313 

Daun  Salomon  as  wise  clerkes  sein 

Teche])  a  man  to  kepe  his  tonge  wel 

But*  as  I  sayde  I  am  nought  text*  wel  316 

But  na]>eles  ]?us  taughte  me  my  dame  OM[fM,  \mekj 

My  sone  Jjenk*  on  pe  crowe  a  goddes  name 

My  sone  keepe  wel  pi  tonge  and  kepe  fy  frende 

A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  f&n  a  feende  320 

My  sone  ffrom  a  feend  men  may  hem  blesse 

My  sone  god  of  his  endeles  goodnesse  / 

Walled  a  tonge  -wip  teej)  and  lippes  eeke 

ffor  man  schulde  him  auyse  what*  he  speeke  324 

My  sone  ful  ofte  for  to  mochel  speche 

h&p  many  a  man  be  spilt*  as  clerkes  teche 

But*  for  litel  speche  auysily 

Is  no  man  schent*  to  speke  generally  328 

My  sone  jjy  tonge  schuldesf  f  ou  restreigne 

Af  alle  tyme  but*  whan  J)ou  dost*  jjy  peyne 

To  speke  of*  god  in  honour  and  preyere 

The  ferste  vertu  sone  if*  J?ou  wolt*  lere  332 

Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  |?i  tunge 

J»us  lernen  children  whanne  fey  ben  jonge 

My  sone  of  mochel  spekyug*  euel  auysed 

Ther  lasse  spekyng*  hadde  ynough  suffised  336 

Gomef  mochil  harm  fus  was  me  told  and  taught 

In  mochil  speche  synne  wantep  naught 

Wostow  wher-of*  a  rakil  tonge  seruejj 

Right*  as  a  swerd  forkuttof  and  forkeruef  340 

An  arm  a  tuo  my  deere  sone  right  so 

A  tunge  kuttef  frendschipe  al  a  tuo 

A  ianglere  is  to  god  abhominable  / 

Bede  Salamon  so  wys  and  honorable  /  344 

Bede  Dauyd  and  his  psalmys  red  senekke 

My  sone  speek*  nought'  but*  wip  pin  heed  pou  bekke 

Dissimule  as  pou  were  defe  if*  paf  pou  heere 

A  Tangier  speke  of*  perilous  mateere  /  348 

CORPUS   698   (6-T.  686) 


8IX-TEXT  587 

GROUP  H.  §  2.  manciple's  tale.  Corpus  MS. 

ye  flemyng*  esdp  and  leme  it  if*  ]>e  leste  349 

]»t  Ijtel  langelynge  cause])  mechel  reste 
My  sone  if*  fou  no  wickede  word  hast*  seyd 
J)e  Jar  noi^t*  drede  for  to  be  bywreyd  352 

Buf  he  J»f  haj)  myssayd  I  dar  wel  sayn  Pe«f  mi] 

he  may  by  no  way  clepe  his  word  agayn 
Thing*  Jaf  is  sayde  is  sayde  and  for  J  it*  gop 
Though  him  repente  or  be  him  ueuer  so  loj  356 

he  is  his  Jralle  to  whom  Jaf  he  haJ  sayd 
A  tale  of*  which  he  is  now  yuele  payd 
My  sone  be  war  and  be  nou^t  auctour  newe 
Of  tydynges  whejer  Jay  ben  fals  or  trewe  360 

Wher  so  Jou  come  amonges  heihe  or  lowe 
Kepe  wel  Jy  tunge  and  Jenk*  vpon  Jc  crowe  Explic/t* 

fabzda  mancipii 
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COSPXTS  MS. 


'  Here  bygynnej)  fe  prologe  of*  Jje  parsoii  lonreufKi] 

By  fat"  Je  maunciple  hadde  his  tale  ended   Ca"  xxiiij" 
The  Sonne  fro  fe  80uJ>  syde  is  descended 
So  lowe  J)af  he  was  nought*  to  my  sight 
Degrees  xxix  as  of"  highte  /  4 

Ten  of*  pe  dokke  if  was  so  as  I  gesse  / 
ffor  2J  foote  a  lytel  more  or  lesse 
My  schadwe  was  af  J^ilke  tyme  as  fere  / 
Of  suche  feet*  as  my  leng)>e  parted  were  /  8 

In  six  foote  equal  of"  proporcion 
Ther-wi]>  pe  mones  exaltacion 
I  mene  libra  alwey  gan  ascende 

As  we  were  entryng*  at*  a  thropes  ende  12 

ffor  wij)  oure  Oste  as  he  was  wont*  to  gye 
As  in  f  is  caas  oure  ioly  companye  / 
Sayde  in  fis  wise  lordynges  eue77chon 
Kow  lakke])  vs  no  tale  more  ])an  oon  16 

fpulfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  degre 
"Who  wile  now  telle  a  tale  let*  se 
Almost*  fulfilled  is  myw.  ordynaunco 
I  pray  to  god  so  jiue  him  right*  good  chance  20 

|)at*  telle})  ))is  tale  to  vs  lustely 
Sire  prest*  qiiod  he  art*  fou  a  vicary 
Or  art*  pon  a  pe?'sofl  say  8o]>  by  f  y  foy 
Be  what*  f  on  be  ne  breke  nought*  oure  pley  24 

CORPUS   600   (6-T.  689) 


SIX-TEXT   590 
GBOUP  I.    §  1.    BLANK-PABSON  LINK.    CoipiU  MS. 

ifor  euerj  man  sane  J^ou  ha])  told  his  tale  25 

vnbokele  and  scbewe  vs  whaf  is  in  'py  male       peafMi^btck] 
flfor  trewely  me  fenkej)  by  fj  cheere 
Thou  scholdesf  knctte  vp  wel  a  gref  matiere  28 

Telle  vs  a  fable  anon  for  cokkes  bones 
This  pej*8ofi  answered  al  af  oones 
Thou  getesf  fable  non  y-tolde  for  me 
ffor  Poule  )>at*  write])  vnto  Thimothe  32 

Kepreue])  hem  faif  wayuen  sojyfastnesse 
And  tellen  fables  and  such  wrecohednesso 
Whi  schulde  I  schewen  draff*  out*  of*  my  feste  / 
Whan  I  may  schewen  whete  if»  J)af  me  leste  36 

ffor  which  I  saye  if*  ]>af  ^ou  luste  to  heere 
Moralite  and  vertuous  matiere 
And  ])eune  ])at*  je  woln  ^iue  me  audience 
I  wol  ful  fayn  at*  cristes  reuerence  /  40 

Don  30U  plesaunce  lefful  as  I  can 
But*  truste])  wel  I  am  a  sothryn  man 
I  can  noug&t  geste  rom  ram  ruf^  by  lettre 
Ne  god  wot*  rym  holde  I  but*  ly  tel  bettre  4  i 

-c\jid  fcjfore  if*  30U  luste  I  wol  nought*  glose 
I  wol  30U  telle  a  mery  tale  in  prose 
To  knitte  vp  al  )>is  feste  an  ende 

And  ihe^u  for  his  grace  ^vitte  me  sende  48 

To  schewe  30U  J>e  wcy  in  J>is  visage 
Of*  filke  pa»fyt*  glorious  pilgrimage 
Thaf  highte  lenisalem  Celestial 

And  if*  3e  vouche  sauf*  anon  30  schal  52 

Bygynne  vpon  my  tale  for  which  I  preye 
Telle  30ure  avis  I  can  no  bettre  seye 
But*  na)»eles  ^is  meditacion 

I  putte  it  ay  vnder  correction  56 

Of  clerkes  for  I  am  nought  text*  wel 
I  take  but*  Jye  sentence  trustel  wel 
J^erfore  I  make  protestacion 

That*  I  wol  stonde  to  con-ection  60 

41  CORPUS  601  (6  T.  590) 


SIX-TBXX     ^91 
GROUP  I.    §  1.    BLANK-PABSON  UNK.    COFpUB  MS.   , 

Vppon  }yis  word  we  ban  assented  sone  ^cSt^uiSj^  <«/•/*-? 

[for  as  hit  semed  /  hit  was  for  to  doone     JJBz^  ^'^^^  *'  *** 

to  enden  /  in  som  virtuous  sentence 

and  for  to  yeve  him  space  /  and  audience  G4 

and  bad  ouie  Oste  /  he  shulde  to  him  say 

that  alle  we  /  to  telle  his  tale  him  pray 

oure  Oste  had  the  wordes  /  for  vs  alle 

sir  prest  quod  he  /  now  faire  yow  befalle  68 

sey  what  yow  luste  /  and  we  wol  gladly  here 

and  wiiJi  that  worde  /  he  seide  in  this  manere 

telleth  quad,  he  /  youre  meditacioufi 

but  hasteth  yow  /  the  sonne  wol  a-doun  72 

beth  fructuous  /  arid  that  in  litel  space 

and  to  do  wel  /  god  sende  yow  his  grace . 

Here  endith  the  parion  his  prolog]         2S-i^Si«5?/*  **  " 
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THE  PARSON^S  TALE> 

A  TREATISE  ON  PENITENCE,  IN  3  PABTS : 

Part  I.  On  Penitence,  and  its  l8t  requisite  Contrition  (A)  (p. 

593-6i2). 
Part  II.  On  its  2nd  requisite,  Conftstion  (B)  (p.  612—679). 
Part  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  Batisfaotion  (C)  (p.  67^—684),  with 
the  Writer's  Leave-taking  and  Retractations  (p.  684-85). 


PART  I.  (p.  593—612). 

ON  PEHITSKGS,  AND  ITS  Ist  REQUISITE,  COVT&ITIOir. 

Proem  on  Jeremiah  vi.  16.    The  Tale  is  to  be  on  Pentte9ice  as  a  full 
noble  waj  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  is  to  treat  of 
i.  *  what  18  Penitence '  (p.  694) . 
11.  ^whennes  it  is  cleped Penitence',  [not  in  the  Tale.] 
iii.  'in  how  manye  maneres  been  the  accioi^ns  or.werkynges  of 

Penitence  ^  (p.  694-5). 
It.  'how  many  speces  ther  been  of  Penitence  *  (p.  595). 
Y.  *  whiche  thynges  ap«rtenen  and  bihouen  to  Penitence'  (p.  595 — 

682 :  nearly  aU  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Part  II). 
vi.  '  whiche  thynges  destourben  Penitence '  (at  end  of  Part  III, 

p.  682)  (p.  593). 
i.  Penitence  defined,  hj  a,  St  Ambrose ;  6.  'som  doctour' ;  e.  the 
writer.     Its  requisites:  1.  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  oo  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  a^iin,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  594). 
[ii.  not  ^ven.] 

iii  The  3  actions  of  Penitence :  1.  Baptism  after  sin  \  2.  not  to  do 
deadly  sin  after  baptism ;  3.  not  thus  to  do  venial  sm  (p.  594-95). 
It.  The  3  speces  or  kinds  of  Penitence :  1.  Solemn  (to  be  put  out  of 
churcn,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  naked,  on  pil- 
grimage) ;  3.  Private  (^.  595). 
T.  The  3  necessities  or  requisites  for  Penitence  (p.  596 — 682) : 

A.  Contrition  of  heart  (p.  696—612). 

B.  Confession  of  month  (Part  II,  p.  612—679). 
C   Satis&ction  (Part  III,  p.  679—682). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  tnings,  by  which  we  wrath  Christ  (p.  595). 
A.  ContriUon  is  the  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bears  brandies 

and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  fruit  of  Satisfaction. 
Contrition  also  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  heat  draws  men  to 

God.     (Simile  of  the  child  anahis  nurse's  milk.) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  life  (p.  596). 
Four  Points  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 

1.  What  it  is ;  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it ;  3.  how  to 
be  contrite ;  4.  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  597). 
2.  The  6  Causes  that  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 

CL  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  597-8). 

6.  Whoso  does  sin  is  the  Thrall  of  Sin  (p.  598-99). 

c.  Dread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  HeU  (p.  599—604). 
These  described:  the  Doom  (p.  599-600);  JoVs  'lond  of 

roysese  and  of  derknesse'  (p.  600-1);  the  3  shames  in  hell 
against  (1) '  Honours,  (2)  deuces,  and  (3)  richesses'  (p.  611) ; 
poverty  in  4  things :  no  treasure,  food,  clothing,  or  friends 
(p.  602) ;  and  no  delights  bf  the  5  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
eternal  (p.  603).  HeU  is  orderless  (p.  603-4).  The  7  causes 
why  the  damnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 

d.  Remembrance  of  the  good  works  we^re  left  undone,  and  the 

loss  of  the  good  works  done  while  we  were  in  sin  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  works  formerly  done  (p.  605) ; 
and  no  good  works  can  be  done  in  deadly  sin  (p.  605-6). 
The  new  Fiench  song,  J^ai  taut  perdu  mon  temps  (auo 
quoted  in  Chaucer's  late  poem  of  Fortune)* 

^•3  (koU   COiU>US   603) 


5D2    SIX-TEXT 

CX>NTJSNT8  OF  PABSON^S  TALE.      PART  II. 

€.  Remembraooe  of  Christ's  suffering  for  our  sins  (p.  G06).    In 
man's  sin.  every  ordinance  is  tumd  op-so-down  (pi  607). 
For  this  disorder  Christ  sufferd  (p.  608). 
/.  The  hope  of  3  tiungs :  1.  FoigiveDeBS  of  Sins^  2.  tbe  Gift  of 
Qrace  to  do  well,  3.  the  Glory  of  Heaven  (p.  €09). 
3w  How  to  be  contrite.    Contrition  must  be  universal  and  total : 
for  sins  of  thought,  for  desires  against  God's  law,  for  wicked 
words  as  well  as  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).    Contdtion  BMSi  be 
angwishous  and  oontinual  (p.  609-11). 
4.  How  Contrition  hetps  the  souL    It  sometimes  deUvers  a  man 
from  sin:  destrovs  the  prison  of  hell:  cleanses  the  aoul ; 
changes  tne  son  of  Wrath  to  the  son  of  Grace  (p.  611-12). 

PAET  II  (no.  V.  continued). 

B.  COSinSIOV  (THE  2nd  REQUISITE  FOB  PENITENCE) 

(p.^  612— 679). 

B.  Confession.  {  1.  (1.  317)  'what  is  confession'  (p.  612). 
i  2.  '  wheither  it  oghte  nodes  be  doon  or  noon'  (p.  672-9). 
§  3.  '  whiche  thynges  be^i  couenaUe  to  vo^ray  ConJEession'  (p. 
674-79) 

CONFESSION,  §  1. 
1.  ^Confession  is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preesi' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).    We  must  understand  too 
d.  CL  321)  ^whennes  that  synnes  spryngen '  (p.  612 — 15). 
5.  'how  they  encreessen'  ^.  615-16 ;  672-74). 
c,  'whiche  they  been'  fp.  616—672). 
l.o.  Sin  sprang  from  the  fall  M  Adam  (p.  612).    The  \msid  of 
Adam  and  Eve  told  (p.  613).  From  Adam  we  took  Original 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  damnation ;  but  Baptism 
rescues  us ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  tempt&tion,  or  Con- 
cupiscence (p.  613-14). 
CmtcupUcencej  or  the  nourishing  and  occasion  of  sin.    St  Paul 
and  St  Jerome's  temptations  (pi  614-15). 
1.^.  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.    1.  by  Concupiseenee ;  2.  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Devil;  a  Hesitation;  4.  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
he.  Sin  iB  a.  venia],  /3.  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  1.  Venial  Sin  defined.    It  skips  into  Deadly  Sin«    (Simila 
of  the  drops  of  water  into  a  vessel's  hold  drowning^ 
the  ship ;)  (p.  616). 
p.  1.  Deadly  m.  defined  (p.  617). 

a.  2.  Of  divers  small  venial  sins,  hardly  thought  sins  (p.  617- 
18) ;  eating,  drinking^  talking,  too  much ;  using  vour 
wife  too  much ;  not  visiting  the  sick  (p.  617) ;  talking 
vanities  at  church,  &c.  (p.  618).    Cure  of  venial  sins 
by  love  to  Christ,  prayer,  confession,  good  works,  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament  holy-water,  sc.  (p.  618). 
I.e.  p.  2.  The  Seven  Deadly  Sins.    The  Chieftains,  head  and 
spring,  of  all  other  Sins  (p.  619). 
i.  Pride  (p.  619-26),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  626-8). 
ii.  Envy  ^.  628-30),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  630-1). 
iiL  Ire  or  Anger  (p.  631-42),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  642-5). 
iv.  Accidie  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  64fr49),  and 

its  Remedv  (p.  650-1). 
V.  Avarice  or  Govetousness  (p.  651-7),  and  its  Remedy 

(p.  657-8). 
vi.  Gluttony  ^.  658-9),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  660). 
vii.  Lechery  (p.  660-8),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  668-72). 
i.  Pbide  (p.  619—626).  Its  16  (and  more)  Twigs.  1.  Disobedience, 
2.  Boasting,  3.  Hypocrisy,  4.  Despite,  5.  Anx^ance  (p.  619), 
6.  Impudence,  7.  dwelling  of  Heart  (rejoicing  m  harm  done), 
8.  Insolence,  9.  Elation,  10.  Impatience,  11.  Contumacy,  12. 
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Presamption,  13.  Irreyerence,  14.  Pertinacity,  15.  Vain-glory, 
16.  Jangling  (chattering). 
A  privateM^  of  pride  (the  Hosfs  Wife's  and  Wife  of  Bath's >), 

wanting  to  go  to  offering  first,  &c.  (p.  620). 
Two  kin(&  of  rride,  a. '  within  man's  heart  ^  b,  without ;  b.  being 
the  sim  of  a.,  *  as  the  gave  leefsel  atte  Taveme  is  sign  of  the 
w^  tiiat  is  in  the  Geler'*  (p.  620-21),  b.  outside  pride. 
a.  in  dear  clothing,  1.  supeiuui^  of  it :  its  cost,  furring,  chisel- 
holes,  dn^gin^  in  the  dung,  waste  of  niaterial  (p.  621),  un- 
fitness for  giymg  to  the  noor :  2.  scantness  of  it :  showing 
«men's  privy  members,  aaa  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  nimu), 
and  the  former  as  half-fiayd,  in  paiid-colourd  hose'.    Tne 
'outrageous  array  of  Women'  (p.  623). 
P,  in  horses  (p.  623),  and  vicious  grooms  to  tend  'em;  plate- 

hamessL  £c. 
y,  in  housenold :  keeping  too  many  retainers  or  servants,  who 

oppress  the  poor  (p.  624). 
9,  in  table :  not  asking  the  poor  to  feasts ;  having  buminf  and 
ornamented  dishes^;  too  costly  cups,  &;c.,  and  too  choice 
minstrelsy  (p.  624). 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  ^oods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Grace 
(p.  624).    The  Folly  of  Pnde  m  any  of  these  goods  of  Nature : 
*  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature '  \ 
The  general  signs  of  Gentleness.    (The  flies  calld  *  bees',  and 
their  stingless  King)  (p.  625) ;  3  gifts  of  Grace ;  3  of  Fortiuie. 
The  brittleness  of  popular  praise*  (p.  626). 
The  Bemedy  against  Pnde, 
Humility  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds:  in  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.    4  kinds  of  each  of  tiiese  (p.  626-27). 

ii.  Envt  (p.  627-30) :  defined  by  the  Philosophei-  and  St  Augustine. 
It  spnngs  from  Malice  (p.  627). 

Malice ;  2  lands  of :  1.  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness ;  2.  op- 
posing truth  (p.  627). 

The  2  kmds  of  Envy  ^.  628) :  1.  sorrow  at  other  men's  prosper- 
itv;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  harm :  whence  comes 

Backbiting ;  5  kinds  (p.  628) :  1.  praise  with  a  btU  at  the  end ;  2. 
tundng  well-meant  things  upside  down  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neighbour's  goodness :  4.  putting  one  man  above  another;  5. 
glad  listening  to  scandal  (p.  628). 

Grudging  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  God  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avance,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy ;  6.  among 
Servants,  who  say  'the  Devil's  Paternoster' ;  6.  Murmuring 
from  ire  or  hate :  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  6.  Discord, 
e.  Scorning;  d.  Accusing  (p.  629) ;  e.  Malignity  {p,  630). 
The  Bemedy  aaainst  Envy  {^.  630-31). 

Love  of  Goa  and  one's  neighbour.    How  a  man  shall  love  his 
neighbour.    How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  'neigh- 
bour' (p.  630).    3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  of  Hate 
K  631).    Love  is  the  medicine  that  casts  out  the  venom  of 
Snvy  from  man's  heart  (p.  631). 

iii.  Ibb  or  Anoeb  (p.  631-42),  and  its  2  kinds :  a.  good  Ire  or  Wrath 
(p.  632) ;  b,  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  ire,  and  ire 
of  malice  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Shrews  that  forge  in  the  Devil's  furnace :  Pride,  Envy, 
and  Contumely  (p.  633). 

1  Meltbe-Uonk  Link,  B.  §  11 ;  and  General  Prologne.  A. 

s  Cliancer'a  fiahar  no  doubt  had  a  sign  ooUlde  his  wino-shop  or  tareni  in  Thamos 
Street,  London. 

*  The  outspoken  and  somewhat  coarse  abuse  of  the  new  (kshions  In  dress  is  a  great 
change  from  Chnuoer's  admirable  Ttiird-Perlod  chaff  of  the  moral  shurt-corainf?*  of 
ttie  monks  and  friars,  &c.,  in  the  Prologue  and  middle  Tales.  If  this  is  not  cliange  <^ 
man,  it's  cliangc  of  mood. 

«  Chaucer  must  have  seen  plenty  of  these  when  he  was  pn^e,  valet,  and  squire. 

2  Compare  Chaucer's  QentteHeUy  ftr.       *  Compare  Clerk'n  Tale,  Part  VI,  st.  135. 
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Wrath  takes  away  a  man's  wit  and  spiritual  life  (p.  634). 
Fruits  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.    2.  War  and  wrong.   3.  Manslaughter, 
a.  spiritual ;  b.  bodily  (p.  6d4). 

a.  The  3  kinds  of  si^tual  Manslaughter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634) :  1.  by  Hate.  2.  by  Backbiting.  3.  Giving  wicked 
Counsel,  by  Fraud  (p.  634). 

b,  bodily  Manslaughter:  slaying  with  your  tongue,  giving 
orders  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  634). 

Manslaughter  in  deed :  its  4  (that  is,  7)  kinds  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law ; 
a  Justice  condemning  a  man  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homicide, 
in  defence  of  one's  own  life ;  3.  by  misadventure :  shooting  an 
arrow,  &c. ;  4.  a  woman  overlying  her  child ;  5.  a  man  maSdng 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  &c..  killing  the  foetus  within  her, 
shedding  his  seed  in  the  wrong  place ;  a  woman  killing  the  child 
in  her  womb;  6.  a  woman  killing  her  child  (after  oirth)  for 
shame';  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  fcetus. 

(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  God,  as  hazarders  do  (Op.  Pardoner^* 

Tale)  (p.  635) ;  and  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacrament  of 
tlie  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger :  making  angr^  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

a.  Of  lawful  Swearing,  before  a  Judge :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  6.  God's  name  and  Christ's,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vain  (p.  637) ;  c,  swearing  for  gentility  or  manliness 
(dw  638) ;  d,  swearing  suddenly;  e.  of  Adjuration  and 
Gonjuraty-n  by  enchanters  and  necromancers ;  /.  of 
Divmation  by  Dreams,  &c. ;  g.  of  Charms  for  Wounda 
and  Maladies  (p.  638). 

4.  Lving  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 

5.  Fiattermg.     Ilow  Flatterers  are  the  Devil's  Nurses,  bis 

Enchanters  and  Chai)lains  (p.  639). 

6.  Ciu^og  that  comes  of  irons  heart :  Malison. 

7.  Chiding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (specially  a  chiding  wife') 
(p.  640-41). 

12.  Betraying    of    Counsel    (p. 
642). 

13.  Menace. 

14.  Idle  words. 

15.  Jangling  (chattering)  (p.  642). 

16.  Japing  (joking)  (p.  642-43). 


8.  Scorning  (p.  641). 

9.  Giving   wicked    Counsel 

(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Dis- 

cord (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642). 


The  Remedy  against  Anger  (p.  643-5).  Debonairtee  and  Patience 
(p.  643).  Four  kinds  of  grievances,  and  their  remedies:  1. 
wicked  words,  2.  loss  of  goods,  3.  hann  of  body,  4.  outrageous 
labour  (p.  644^. 
Incentives  to  ratience.  Story  of  the  Philosopher  and  Child 
(p.  644-46).    Obedience  coines  from  Patience  (p.  645). 

iv.  Accidie,  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  645-49),  is  an  enemy 
to  the  3  states  of  man,— 1.  innocence  (p.  645),  2.  prayer  (p.  646), 
'3.  grace;— and  to  one's  livelihood.  Its  12  baid  consequences  (p. 
646) :  1.  Sloth  (and  its  remedy) ;  2.  Dread  to  begin  good  works 
(p.  646) ;  3.  Wanhope,  or  Despair  (and  its  Remedy)  ftp-  647) ;  4. 
t^mnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  Negligence,  or  6.  Recklessness,  and 
the  Remedy  for  each ;  7.  Idleness ;  8.  Tarditas,  or  tarrying 
before  tummg  to  God  (p.  649) ;  9.  Lachesse,  or  giving  up  a 
good  work  begun ;  10.  Coldness;  11.  UndevoUon;  12.  Worldly 
sorrow  (p.  649). 

The  Bemedfj  against  Accidie  (p.  650  61) :  Fortitude  or  Strength, 
and  its  5  kinds.  1.  Magnanimity^  or  great  Courage ;  2.  Faith 
or  Hope;  3.  Assurance;  4.  Magnificence;  5.  Constancy  (p. 
661). 

I  Does  Chaucer  here  refer  to  hie  fonner  wife  P 
s  Ufaiwritten  '  Muffniflcence '  in  EUeeinere  and  Lansdovrne  MSS. 

(for  corpus   604) 
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T.  AvARiOB  (p.  651*57).  The  difference  between  Avarice  and  Oovet- 
ousness  (p.  651) ;  and  between  an  Idolater  and  an  avaricious 
man  (p.  652).  Of  Covetousnesa,  and  lords'  extortion  from  their 
bondmen :  "  humble  folk  been  Cristes  freendes"  (p.  652-53).  The 
Duty  of  lords  to  their  thralls  or  churls.  Of  those  that  pillae^ 
Uoly  Church  (p.  653-54) ;  lords  who  plunder  the  poor  are  like 
wolves  (p.  654).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  and  Merchant 
(p.  654).  Of  honest  bodily  Merchandise  (the  surplus  of  one 
country  may  be  sent  to  help  another)  (p.  654).  Of  spiritual 
Merchandise,  or  Simony,  and  its  2  kinds  (p.  655), — thieves  that 
steal  Christ's  souls  get  livings  (p.  655-56) ; — Hasardry  or  Qames 
of  Chance  (p.  656).  Other  outcomes  of  Avarice  (p.  656; :  1.  Lying, 
2.  Theft  (bodily  and  spiritual)  (p.  656-57),  3.  False  Witness, 

4.  False  Oaths  (p.  657). 

The  Remedy  against  Avarice  (p.  657) :  Mercy  and  Pity,  and  reason- 
able Liberality  (p.  658).    6i  fooUsh  largess  (p.  658). 

▼L  Gluttont  (p.  658-59),  and  its  5  kinds  (p.  659) :  1.  Drunkenness, 
or  the  burial  of  man's  reason ;  2.  a  troubled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eating ;  4.  distemperd  bodily  humours ;  5.  forgetfulness.  Or, 
as  St  Gregory  says,  1.  eating  too  soon ;  2.  eating  too  delicate 
food ;  3.  taking  too  much ;  4.  troubling  too  much  about  cooking 
food;  5.  eating  greedily:  these  are  the  5  fingers  of  the  devil's 
hand  (p.  659). 

The  Remedy  against  Glvttony  (p.  660) :  Abstinence,  and  its  fellows. 
Temperance,  Shame,  Content  with  plain  food.  Moderation,  So- 
berness, Sparing  (p.  660). 

Tii.  LscHEBT  (p.  660).  Its  punishment  in  the  Old  Testament  (p. 
660).  Adultery,  and  the  desire  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  5  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p.  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing;  2.  villainous  touching ;  3.  foul  words ;  4.  kissing  (old  do- 
tards, and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662) ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  ms  wife) ;  5.  the  stinking  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Its 
kinds :  1.  Fornication.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
fruit  (p.  663).  2.  Adultery,  defined.  3.  Harms  foUowing  from  it : 
a.  breaking  of  faith ;  h.  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  Christ) ; 
c.  breaking  God's  commandment,  and  defouling  Christ  (p.  664). 
Of  Harlots  and  Bawds  (p.  665).  Adultery  is  set  between  Theft 
and  Manslaughter.  More  kinds  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
by  Religious  Vows,  &c. ;  2.  those  in  Holy  Orders  (p.  665). 
Lecherous  Priests  are  like  a  free  Bull  in  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  flesh  of  folk's  wives  and  daughters  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copulating  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4>i  copulation  with 
kinsfolk,  spiritual  (or  godchildren)  or  fleshly  (blood  relations). 

5.  the  abominable  unmentionable  sin :  6.  Pollution,  of  3  kinds: 
1.  too  rank  humours ;  2.  weakness  ^.  667) ;  3.  evil  tiioughts 
(p.  668). 

The  Remedy  Jfor  Lechery  (p.  668) :  L  Chastity  and  Continence. 

1.  in  Marriage.  (The  true  effect  of  Marriage.  One  husband  to 
have  one  wife  (p.  668).  How  a  man  should  behave  to  his  wife 
(p.  669).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husband  (p. 
669),  and  be  moderate  in  behaviour,  discreet  in  words,  &c.  (p. 
669-70).  The  3  causes  for  which  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
(p.  670) :  a.  begetting  of  children ;  6.  to  pay  the  mutual  aebt  of 
their  bodies;  c.  to  avoid  lechery  (p.  670).  The  4th  cause, 
pleasure,  is  deadly  sin  (p.  670-71).) 

2.  In  Widowhood ;  3.  Virginity  (p.  671). 

II.  Special  avoidance  of  causes  of  lechery :  a.  eating  and  drink- 
mg ;  lon^  slewing ;  6.  the  person  who'd  tempt  you  (p.  671-72). 
(I  wish  I  could  tell  you  the  Ten  Commandments:  but  irs 
too  high  doctrine  (p.  672).)    [End  of  Confessions  %  1,  c] 

Sin  is  in  heart,  mouth,  deed,  by  the  5  Wits  (p.  672). 

(for  corpus  604  (?) 
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}  1.6.  (see  p.  615-16.)  The  7  Circumstances  that  encrease  or  aggiava^e 
sins  (p.  -672).  1.  the  person  who  sins  (male  or  femal^  Ac.) ; 
2«  the  kind  of  an  (fornication  or  homicide) ;  3.  the  place  it 
was  committed  in  (as  in  a  church,  hy  a  iiriest)  (p.  673) ;  4.  far 
what  motive ;  5.  the  numher  of  times  it  was  conmiitted  ;  6. 
bj  what  temptation ;  7.  how  it  was  committed ;  and  all  otiier 
circumstances  (p.  674). 

CONFESSION,  §  2,  }  3  (p.  674-79). 

Projitahle  ConftMUm,  and  its  4  (=  3)  Conditions  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowiul  bitterness  of  heart  (p.  67^ ;  its  5  si^:  a.  shame* 
fastness  (like  the  Publican* s)  (p.  675) ;  b.  humility ;  c.  fulness 
of  tears  (p.  675) ;  d,  no  hesitation  (like  the  Magdalen)  for 
shame ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penance  laid  on  jou  {p.  &s5). 

2.  speedy  Confession  (p.  676) ;  its  4  Conditions :  /.  that  it  be 
well  thought  over ;  a,  the  greatness  and  nymber  of  sins  must 
be  understood ;  h,  the  sinner  must  be  contrite,  and  i.  avoid 
occasions  of  sins. 

3.  Shrift  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 

True  Shrift  J  and  its  10  Conditums  (p.  677) :  1.  tnat  it  be  of  free 
will ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  sinner  and  priest,  Popish) ;  3. 
that  it  be  not  despairing  of  Christ's  mercy ;  4.  that  a  man 
accuse  himself  only,  and  not  another ;  5.  tliat  it  be  not  lying 
(accusing  oneself  of  sins  never  committed)  (p.  678) ;  that  it  be 
by  one's  own  mouth,  and  not  bv  letter ;  7.  that  the  sin  be  not 
painted  with  fair  words :  8.  that  the  shrift  be  to  a  discreet 
priest ;  9.  that  the  shrirt  be  not  made  for  vain-gloiy,  but  for 
fear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  sudd^y,  for  a 
joke  (p.  678).  Tou  may  be  shriven  more  than  once  for  the  same 
sin ;  aad  should  be  houseld  once  a  year  (p.  679). 

PART  III  (no.  V.  continued,  and  no,  vL). 

8ATI8FACTI0H  (THE  3bd  RBQUISITB  FOR  PENITENCE) 

(p.  67^-684). 

In  o.  Alms,  p,  bodily  punishment. 
a.  Alms  and  its  three  kinds  (p.  679) :  1.  Contrition  of  heart.  2. 
Pity  for  one's  neighbour's  faults.  3.  Giving  good  counsel  to 
other's  souls  and  bodies  (food^  visits  in  prison,  burial).  These 
Alms  should  be  done  privily,  if  possible  (p.  680). 
p.  Bodily  Punishment  (Penance)^  of  4  kinds:  1.  Prayers 
(chiefly  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expounding  I  leave  to  Mas- 
ters of  Theology)  (p.  680).  2.  Watchmg.  and  its  3  kinds: 
forbearing,  a.  meat  and  drink,  h,  worldly  jollitv,  and  e, 
deadly  sin  (p.  681).  3.  Fasting,  and  its  4  kinds :  LiDerality  to 
poor  folk ;  spiritual  gladness  of  neart ;  not  grudging  at  fastmg ; 
reasonable  eating.  4.  Virtuous  teachings,  or  Discipline :  a. 
by  word,  writing,  or  example ;  6.  by  wearing  hairshirts.,  &c., 
next  your  sldn,  scourging  yourself,  taking  evils  and  ii\)urieB 
patientiy  (p.  682).    [End  of  no.  v.  in  Part  i ;  p.  593.] 

vi.  The  4  Things  that  disturb  Penance  [no.  yi,  or  last  §.  of  p.  693 
at  foot]  if.  682).  1.  Drea<L  and  its  remedy.  2.  Shame,  and 
its  remeoy.  3.  Hope :  a.  of  long  life,  and  o.  consequent  over- 
confidence  in  Chrisrs  mercy  (p.  683).  4.  Wanhope,  or  Despair 
of  Mercy :  its  3  kinds :  x.  from  great  and  long  continued  sin ; 
y.  from  falls-back  into  sin ;  z,  from  not  being  able  to  persevere 
m  goodness  (p.  683). 
The  fruit  of  Penan<%  (p.  683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 

The  Author's  Leave-taking,  and  Lament  over,  and  Withdrawal  of, 
hia  Shiful  Books,  &c.  (p.  684-85). 

(fou  coiiruB  m\h) 
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ITkerg  mre  «#  hreaks  in  the  MS.  7)frwhitfs  are  kept  here  to 
prevent  slight  differences  in  the  temts  throwing  the  Siso-Temt 
out  of  gear."} 

[Arch.  Sdd.  B.  14,  Uaf  268,  Bodleian  Library,] 

[And 

next  folowyng  bigynneth  liis  tale. 

[75] 

Ouie  swete  lord  god  of  heuen  /  that  no  man  wol 
p^risshe  /  but  wol  that  we  come  alle  to  the 
knewleche  of  him  /  and  to  th^  blisful  liff 
that  is  perdurable  /  [76]  amonestetb  vs  bi  the 
prophete  lerome  that  seith  in  this  wise  /f  Jerome,  state 
[77]  stonditK  -vppon  the  wejes  and  seetll  and  axetll 
of  olde  pathes  /  that  is  to  seie  ^of  olde  sentences  / 
whiche  is  the  good  weye  /  [78]  and  walketfi  in  that  weye  / 
and  ye  shidle  fjnde  refiresshynga  /  for  youre  soules  // 
[79]  Many  ben  the  weyes  sptW/uel  that  leden  folke 
to  oure  lord  ihem  criste  and  to  the  regno  of  glorie  // 
[80I  Of  whiche  weyes  ther  is  a  f ul  noble  weye  /  and  a 
fill  couenable  weye  /  whiche  may  not  fayle  to  man  ne  to 
woman  /  that  thorugb  synne  haib  mysgoon  /  fro  the  right 
weye  of  lerosalem  celestial  /  [81]  and  this  weie  is  cleped 
penaunce  /  of  whiche  men  shulde  gladly  herken  and 
enqueren  /  with  al  here  herte  /  [82]  to  wete  what  is  pen- 
aunce /  and  wherfore  it  is  cleped  penaxmce  /  and  in  how 
many  manere  ben  the  accions  of  worchinge  of  penaunce  / 
[83]  and  how  many  spicis  ther  ben  of  penaunce  /  and 
whiche  thinges  apperteyne  and  bihoven  to  penaunce  /  and 
whiche  thinges  distorben  penance  / 

ABCH.  SELD.  B.  U   (for  CorpUS   606)   (6-T.  503)     OirS68,1)kj 
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[84]  Seint  Ambrose  seitfi  that  penaance  is  the 
pleynynge  of  man  for  the  gilt  that  he  hat£  don  and  no 
more  to  do  any  thing  /  for  whiche  him  aught  to  pleyne  / 
[85]  And  som  Doctor  seith  /  penaunce  is  the  weyment- 
ynge  of  man  that  sorowith  for  his  synne  /  and  peynetB. 
him-selfP  for  he  hath  mys-doun  /  [86]  penaunce  wit& 
certeyne  circumstaunce  /  is  verry  repentaunce  of  man  that 
halt  him-selff  in  sorow  and  other  peyne  for  his  giltes  / 
[87]  And  for  he  shal  be  yerry  penitent  /  he  shal  first 
biwailen  the  synne  that  he  hath  doun  /  and  stedfasily 
purposen  in  his  herte  to  haue  shnfft  of  mouthe  /  and  to 
don  satisfaccion  /  [88]  and  neuere  to  do  thing  for  whiche 
him  ought  more  to  waile  /  or  to  compleyne  /  and  to  con- 
tenue  in  goode  werkes  /  or  eUis  his  repentaunce  may  nat 
availe  /  [89]  For  as  seint  Isidor  seith  /  he  is  a  laper  and 
a  gabber  and  no  yerry  repentaunte  /  that  effb-sone  dot& 
thing  /  for  whiche  him  ought  to  repent  [90]  weping  / 
and  nought  for  to  stinte  to  do  synne  /  may  not  ayaile  [91]  but 
natheles  men  shulde  hope  /  that  at  eu^ry  tyme  that  a  man 
falleth  be  it  neuere  so  ofift  /  that  he  may  arise  thorugh  pen- 
aunce if  he  haue  grace  /  but  certeynely  ^it  is  grete  doute  / 
[92]  £for  as  seitil  seint  Gregory  /  ynnethes  anseth  he  oute 
of  his  synne  /  that  is  charged  with  the  charge  of  euel  ysage  / 
[93]  And  ther-fore  repentyng  folke  that  stinte  for  to 
synne  /  and  forlete  synne  /  or  synne  for-lete  hem  /  Holy 
ciiirche  holt  hem  seker  of  here  saluacioun  [94]  And 
he  that  stinteth  and  yerrily  repenteth  him  in  his  last 
ende  /  Holy  chirch^  yit  hopeth  his  saluacion  hi  the  grete 
mercy  of  oure  lord  ihe^u  for  his  repentaunce  /  but 
taketh  the  seker  weye  that  is  certeyne  // 

[95]  And  now  sithen  I  haue  declared  yow  whath 
thinge  is  penaunce  /  Kow  shulne  ye  ynderstonde  that  ther 
ben  thre  accions  of  penaunce  /  [96]  The  first  is 
if  a  man  be  baptized  after  that  he  hath  don 
synne  /  [97]  seint  Austyn  seith  /  but  he  be  penitent 
for  his  olde  synful  liff  /  he  may  nat  bigynne  /  the  newe 

ARCH.  8ELD.  B.  14   (foF   CorpilS   606)   (6-T.  694)    PUwifSaoj 
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clene  liff  /  [98]  for  certes  if  lie  be  baptised  withoute 
penaunce  of  his  olde  gilte  he  resceivith  the  marke  of 
baptime  /  but  not  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
synnes  /  til  he  haue  verry  repentaunce  //  [99]  Another 
defaute  is  this  /  that  men  don  dedely  synne  /  after  that 
thei  haue  received  baptime  /  [100]  The  thrid  defaute 
is  /  that  men  fallen  in  venial  synnes  /  afPter  here  baptime  / 

itjne  fro  day  to  day  /  [loi]  therof  seittl  Seynt  Austyne  / 

that  the  penaunce  of  goode  and  humble  folke  is  the 
penaunce  of  euery  dale  // 

[102]  The  spices  of  penaunce  ben  thre  /  that  oon 
of  hem  is  solempne  /  Another  comune  /  And  the 
thride  prive  /  [103]  Thilke  penaunce  that  is  so- 
lempne is  in  two  maners  /  as  is  to  be  put  out  of  holy 
chirche  in  lente  for  slaughter  of  children  /  and  suche 
manere    thinge    /    [104]    Another    is    whan    a     man 

[den extract  h&tU  synned  openly^]  ^of<  which  synne  ]>e  fame  is  openly 

rpxtMbeffint]  spokcn  in  fe  contre  U  And  ]>enne  holy  chirche  by  lugge- 
menf  destreigne})  him  for  to  do  pefiance  open.  [105] 
80m  penafice  is  ])af  prestes  enioygnen  me  communly  in 
certein  caas  as  for  to  gon  perauenture  naked  in 
pylgrimage  or  bare  foof  [106]  U  Pruie  penaunce  is 
)>ilke  ^af  men  don  alday  for  priue  synnes  of*  whiche 
we  schryuen  vs  pryuyly  and  resceyuen  priue  penafice 

[107]  H  Now  schalf  Jou  vnderstaTuie  what*  byhouef 
and  is  necessarie  to  verray  perfyte  penat^nce  U  and  peae 
standen  on  fre  pmgea  [108]  H  Contnciofi  of*  herte  U  Con- 
fession of  mou)>  //  and  Satisfacciofi  [109]  H  ffor  which 

resostomM  Bsif  lohn  Gresostomti^  H  Penitence  destreigne))  man 
to  accopte  benignely  euery  peyne  )>af  is  him  enioyned 
wi])  contricton  of  herte  and  schrift*  of  mowj)  wij)  satis- 
facciofi  and  in  werching*  of  alia  maner  humilite  [no] 
U  And  ))is  is  fruytful  penytence  a^ein  fte  fingea  in  whiche 
we  wraJ)J)en  oure  lord  ihesM  crtst*  [in]  Jis  is  to  sayn 
by  delyt/  in  ^enking*  By  rechelesnesse  in  speking^ 
U  By  wicked  synful  worching*  [112]   f  And  ^eins  J>ise 

AaCH.  SELD.  B.  14,  AND  C0BPU8  007  (6-T.  695)     PCoipas,lMfl62] 
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wikkede  gultes  ia  penitence  jKif  may  be  likened  vnto  a  tie 

[113]  H  The  rote  of  ]us  tre  is  contriciofl  Jutt*  hujde^ 
him  in  fQ  herte  of  him  ^t^  is  varray  repentant*  Eight*  as 
]ye  roote  of  a  tree  hnyde^  him  in  fe  er]>e  [114]  H  Of  ]^ 
roote  of  contiiciofi  springe])  a  stalke  foif  henip  hraonches 
and  leues  of  confession  and  fniyt*  of  satisfaccion  [115] 
H  ffor  whiche  crisf  sai]>  in  ])e  gospelk  I>o]>  digne  fmyf  oP 
penitence  V  ffor  by  ^is  frayte  may  men  knowe  fla 
tree  and  noujt*  by  )»e  roote  ^f  is  hidde  in  fe  heite 
of  a  man)  ne  by  fe  braunches  ne  by  ^  leeaes  of  conf essiofi 
[116]  H  And  fertote  oure  lord  ihe^  crust*  sai]»  fva  IT  By 
^  fiuyf  of  hem  schuln  30  knowe  hem.  [117]  of  fis 
roote  springe^  a  seed  of  grace  pe  which  seed  is 
mooder  of  sikemesse  and  fia  seed  is  egie  and  hoot^ 
[118]  11  pQ  grace  of  fia  seed  springe^  of  god  ]K)roiigh  fe  re- 
membrance of  )>e  day  of  doome  and  on  fe  peynes  of 
helle  [119]  II  Of  fiB  matiere  sai]i  Salamon  IT  y&V  in  ]pe 
drede  of  god  man  forlete]»  his  synne  [120]  H  The  hete 
of  J>is  seed  is  ]>e  loue  of  god  and  pe  desirynge  of  fo 
ioye  perdurable  [121]  ])is  hete  drawe])  fe  herte  of 
man  to  god  and  do)?  him  hate  h^s  synne  [122]  K  ffor 
noyij  ^  is  no  pmg  pBJif  sanoure^  so  wel  a  childe 
as  )>e  mylk  of  his  norice  51  ne  no  ])ing*  is  to  him  more  abhom- 
inable  yea  )iilke  mylk*  whan  it  is  medled  wi]? 
o]>er  mete  [123]  H  Bighf  so  synful  man  y&if  lone]? 
his  synne  him  seme))  ))af  if  is  to  him  mosf  sweete  /  of 
any  ping*  [124]  IT  but*  fro  )>ati  tyme  pat*  he  loue))  sadly 
oure  lord  ihera  cn'sf  and  desire))  ))e  lyff  p^urable  ])er 
nys  to  him  more  abhominable  [125]  IT  ffor 
so))e  pe  lawe  of  god  is  )).e  loue  of  god  IT  ffor  which 
.damd.  fe  p'ophete  sai))  IT  I  haue  loued  fj  lawe  ^and  hated 
wikkednesse  &  haten.  he  ))at*  louep  god  kepe))  his  lawe 
and  his  word  [126]  IT  This  tree  saugh  pe  prophete  Danyel 
in  spirit*  vpon  }e  auysioil  of  Kabugodonosor  when  he  coun- 
seiled  him  to  do  penitence  [127]  IT  Penaunce  is  ))e  tre 
of  lyf  to  hem  ))at*  it*  resceyuen  And  he  ))at*  halde))  him 
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Tensy    penitent*    Is    blessed    after     fe    sentence     ofsaUNMm. 
Salomon 

[128]  f  In  ^is  penitence  or  contriciofi  man  scbal  vn- 
derstonde  .iiij.  ]>ingesf  ]>af  is  to  say  what*  is  contriciofi 
And  whiche  ben  ])e  causes  ])af  meuen  a  man  to  eon- 
triciofl  and  how  he  schulde  be  contrite  and  whaf  con- 
triciofi avayled  to  ))e  soule  [139]  ])anne  it^  is  )>iib 
J-af  contriciofi  is  ]^e  verray  sorwe  y&V  a  man  resceyue]^ 
in  his  herte  for  his  synnes  wij»  sadde  purpos  to  schiyuen 
him)  and  to  do  penaunce  /  and  neuer  more  to  don  synno 
[130]  and  fiB  sorwe  schal  ben  in  pia  maneres  as  saip 
Seinf  Bernard  %  hif  schal  be  greuons  and  heuy  and  f  ul  JiemMrdu$ 
scharp  and  poynafit*  in  herte  [131]  H  ffirst*  for  a  man  ha]» 
agilf  his  lord  and  his  creatonr  H  And  more  scharp  and 
poynafit^  for  he  hsLp  agulf  his  fader  celestial  [132]  H  And 
jet*  more  scharp  and  poynaflt  H  ffor  he  hap  wra]?))ed  and 
agilt*  him  ])af  boug&f  him  ])af  vrith  his  precious  blood 
ha]>  deliuered  vs  fro  ^e  bandes  of  synno  and  fro  )>e 
cruelte  of*  pe  deuel  and  fro  ]>e  peynes  of  helle 

[133]  II  These  causes  ])af  oughten  to  meuen  a  man  to  con- 
triciofi ben  yj  IT  first*  a  man  schal  remembre  him  of  .vj.ouimi 
his     synnes      [134]      but^     loke     ^at     ]?ilke     remem- 
brance be  to  him  no  delyte  by  no  wey :  but*  gret*  schame 
&  sorwe  for  his  gulte  H  ffor  lob  sai])  H  Synf ul  men  don  lob 
werkes  worpy  of  confessioun).  [135]  H  And  ^erfore  sai]) 
Ezechie  H  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  ]>e  jeres  of  my  lyff  szariiieu 
in  bittemesse  of  mjn  herte  IT  [136]  And  god  sai^  in 
})apoca]ips  II  Bemembre])  30W  fro  whennes  pat*  90  benApoodfiM 
falle  IT  ffor  bifom  pat*  tyme  )^af  30  synned  30  were  fe 
children  of  god  and  lymes  of  ye  regno  of  god  [137]  H  But^ 
for  30ure  synne    je  ben  waxe    pialles    and    foule    and 
membres  of  fe  f eende  /  hate  of  aungeles  sclaundre  of  holy 
chirche  and  f oode  of  ]>e  false  serpent*  parpetuel  mateere 
of  pe  furye  of  helle  [138]  II  and  ])at*  more  foul  and  abhom- 
inable  ffor  je  trespassen  so  often  tyme  as  do)»  fe  hound 
])at*    tomep     to     eten    his     spuyng*     [139]     and     )et^ 
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ben  je  foulere  for  joure  longe  contmaunce  in  synne  and 
30iire  sjnful  vsage  for  whiche  30  beu  roten  in  ^oure 
synne  as  a  beeste  in  his  dunge  [140]  Suche  maner  of* 
))0U3tes  maken  a  man  haue  scliame  for  his  sjiuie 
.-ohiei  and    no  delite   as    god    sai])  by   ))e    pr^^phete    Ezechiel 

[141]  H  36  schuln  remembre  jow  of*  ^oure  weyes  and  fey 
Bchidn  displese  30W  soj^ely  H  Synnes  ben  fe  weyes  ))at* 
leden  folk*  to  helle 

[142]  H  The  secounde  cause  that*  oughte  to  make  a  man 
to   haue  disdeyne  of^    synne  is  j)is  ])af  as    saij)    seinf 

Pe4nw  petre    who    so    ^doj?    synne    is    j^rall^    of*    synne    and 

synne  puttej)  a  man  in  gref  })raldom  '[143]  and  per-- 
fore  sai])  ])e  prophete  Ezechiek  I  wente  sorwful  in 
desdeyn  of*  myself*  Certes  wel  aughte  a  man 
haue    disdeyne  of    synne  and    wi))drawe    him    fro    Jrat* 

senekA  ^raldom  and   vilenye  [144]  IT  And  lo  what*  sai])  Seneca 

in  ))is  matierc  he  sai])  ]>us  Though  I  wiste  ^at*  ney]>er  god 
ne  man  ne  schulde  neuere  knowen  it/1  36 1* 
wolde  I  haue  disdeyne  for  to  do  synne.  [145]  And  J)e 
same  Seneka  sei])  IT  I  am  bom  to  grettere  ])inges 
)7an  to  be  ])rall6  to  my  bod}''. 

[146]  More  ])ralle  may  no  man  ne 
no  womman  make  of*  his  bodyf  ])an  3eue  his  body 
to  synne  [147]  IT  And  were  it*  fe  foulest*  clieerl  or  fe 
foiilest*  vfomm&n  ])at*  lyue])  and  lest*  of  value  3et*  is  he 
chafiged  and  most*  foule  and  more  in  seruitute  [148]  euer 
fro  ])e  heiher  degre  ])at*  man  falle])  ]>e  more  is  he 
])ralle  and  more  vnto  god  and  to  ])e  wodde  viL;  and  abhomin- 
able  [149]  IT  0  goode  god  wel  aughte  men  haue  disdeyne 
of*  synne.  sejjfen  fat*  furgh  synne  ]?er  he  was  free 
now  is  he  maked  bonde  /  [150]  and  fcrfore  seif  seint* 
austyn  IT  If*  fou  haue  desdeigne  of*  fy  scruant/  if*  he 
agilt*  or  synned.  haue  fou  fanne  disdeyne  fat*  fou 
fi  self*  schuldest*  do  synne  [151]  Take  reward  of*  fy 
value  fat*  fou  ne  be  to  foul  to  fin  value  ne  self*  [152] 
H  Alias  wel   oughten    fey  fanne   haue  disdeyn  to    be 
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jrgruant^  and  ^T&Ue  to  synne  and  sore  ben  aschamed 
of  hemself"  [153]  H  ))af  god  of*  his  endeles  goodnesse 
ha]>  set'  hem  in  heih  astate  or  3euen  hem  vnp  8treng])e 
of*  body  hele.  beaute.  prosperite  /  [154]  and 
bought*  hem  fro  pQ  deth  wi)>  his  herte  blood  ])af 
})ay  so  vnkyndely  a^eihs  his  gentilnesse  quyten  him  so 
vileynesly  to  slaughter  of*  here  owne  soules  [155]  H  O 
goode  god  30  woTTimen  pai?  ben  of*  so  gret*  beaute 
Eemembreth  30U  of»  f e  prouerbe  of"  Salamon  IT  he  seij)  ^  saionwo 
[156]  he  likene]?  a  fair  womman  ]7at*  is  a  fool  of*  hire  body 
y-like  to  a  rynge  of*  golde  fat*  werith  in  J)e  groyne  of"  a  sowe 
[157]  II  flPor  right*  as  a  sowe  wroteJ>  in  euery  ordure  so 
wrotef  sche  hire  beaute  in  stynkynge  ordure  of*  synne 

[158]  U  The  ])ridde  cause  ]7af  oughte  to  meuen  a  man  ifiU^cMCM 
to  contriciofl  is  drede  of*  pe  day  of*  doome  and  of*  \>q 
horrible  peynes  of*  heUe  [159]  H  ffor  as  seint*  lerom  Bai]»  ^itrwmut 
H  At*  euery  tyme  ))at*  me  remembre])  of*  f e  day  of*  doome  I 
quake.  [160]  ffor  whan  I  ete  or  drinke  or  do  what*  so  I 
do  f  euere  seme))  me  ])at*  J^e  trompe  sowne]>  in  myn  eere . 
[161]  EiseJ)  yp  )>at*  ben  deede  and  come))  to  pe 
luggemerif  [162]  of*  goode  god  mechel  aughte  a  man  to 
drede  such  a  luggement*  ))ere  as  we  schuln  ben  aUd 
as  sei])  seinf  Poule  byfore  ))e  strete  of*  oure  lord  ihesa 
crisf  [163]  wher  as  he  schal  maken  a  general  con- 
gregacioiL  wher  as  no  man  may  ben  absent*  [164]  "ffor 
certes  ])ere  ne  auayle)>  non  essoyne  ne  excusacion 
[165]  'And  nou^t*  only  pat*  oure  defautes  schullen  ben 
y-Iuged  U  but*  eek*  pat*  alle  oure  werkcs  schuln  openly 
ben  knowen  [166]  and  as  pat*  sai)>  Seint*  bernard.  per  ne  B^nardn 
schal  no  pledynge  auayle  ne  no  sleighte  we  schullen  3euen 
rekenyng*  of*  euery  ydel  word  [167]  U  Ther  schuln  we  hauo 
a  lugge  pat*  may  nought  /  be  deceyued  ne  corupt*.  And  why  f 
ffor  certes  alle  oure  pouglites  ben  discouered  as  to  him 
ne  for  prayere.  ne  for  meede  he  wil  not*  ben  corrupte 
[168]  ^  And  perfore  saith  Salamon  H  The  wrappe  of*  god  sdamon 
wol  nought*  ben  corrupte  And  perform  saith  Salamon  pe  wreche 
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of*  god  ne  wol  nonghf  spare  no  wigtitf*  for  piaier  ne  for  jtfte 
H  And  pertore  at*  pQ  day  of*  doom  per  nys  non  hope  to  eakape 

AnMimM  [169]     Wherfore     as     seip     Ansehne     IT     £Fdl     gret^ 

angayssclie  schuln  fe  synful  folk*  bane  at!^  ^af  tymo 
[i  70]  H  Ther  schal  be  ^e  steme  and  pe  wroth  luge  sitte  aboue 
And  vnder  him  pe  orrible  putte  of*  belle  to  de- 
struye  him  ]>af  mof  byknowe  bis  synnes  wbiche 
synnes  openly  ben  schewed  byfom  god  and  bifom 
euery  creature  [171]  and  on  ]>e  lift^  syde  moo  deeueles 
pQH  pe  herte  may  pinke  for  to  barye  and  to  drawo 
pe  sinful  soules  to  pe  pyne  of*  belle  [172]  and  with 
Inne  ^e  bertes  of*  folk*  scbal  be  pe  bytyng*  Conscience 
IT  And  wi]>oute  for])  scbal  be  pe  world  al  biennyng« 
[173]  IT  Wbider  schal  peime  pe  wieccbed  synful  soule  fflee 
to  buyde  him  f  Certes  be  may  noujf  buyde  him .  be  mosto 
come  for])  and  schewe  him  [174]  IT  ffor  certes  as  aaip 
seint*  lercim  //  The  er]>e  scbal  caste  him  out*  of  him 
and  pQ  see  also  and  po  aier  also  ])at<  scbal  ben  ful  of 
])ondir  clappes  and  lightenynges  [175]  IT  "Now  eoplj 
who  BO  wol  remembre  him  of*  pese  prngesi  I  gesse 
|)at*  his  synnes  schal  nought*  tume  him  in  to  dely to  but*  to  gref 
Borwe  for  drede  of*  pe  peyne  of  belle  [176]  and  per- 

Job.  fore  aaip  lob  to  god  IT  S.ufi&e  lord  )>at*  I  may  a  while 

bjnwrayle  and  wepe  er  I  go  and  weepe  wifouten  retoumyng*  to 
^e  derke  lande  couerod  wi])  pe  derknesse  of  de))  [177] 
to  pe  land  of  mysese  and  of  derkenesse  where  as  is 
schadewe  of  deth  wher  as  ^er  nys  non  oper  or- 
dinance but*  grisly  drede  pat*  euer  schal  kste  [178] 
IT  Lo  heore  may  ^e  seen  ])af  lob  pr^ede  respite  a  while 

exn^bim  to  bywepe  and  wayle  his  trespas  IT  ffor  soo))ly  00  day  of 

respite  is  bettre  ])an  aHe  pe  tresour  of  p\a  world  [i  79]  IT  And 
for  as  mocho  as  man  may  quyte  himself  bifom  god 
by  penitence  in  J?is  world  and  nought*  by  tresour  IT  pertoie 
schulde  he  preye  to  god  to  jiue  him  respyt'  a  while  to 
byweepen  and  byweylen  his  trespas  //  [180]  IT  ffor  certes  al 
pe  sorwe  ])at*  a  man  mighte  make   fro  pe  B<^nnyng* 
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of*  pe  world  nys  but*  aljixl  fmff  at*  ])e  legarde  of  )>e  sorwo 
of*  helle  [i8i]  U  The  cause  why  y&tf  lob  depep  hello 
fe  lond  ofi  derknessesf  [1B2]  Ynderstondeth  pskif  he 
clepe))  if  lande  of  erj^e  1?  fifor  it  is  stable  and  neuer  schal 
faile  ^derknes  II  ffor  he  }>at*  is  in  helle  ha])  defaute  of 
light*  material  [183]  H  ffoi  certes  fe  derke  light*  ^af  schal 
come  oat*  of*  pe  f uyie  ])af  euer  schal  brenne  schal  tume  / 
him  al  to  peyne  H  ])af  is  in  heUe  ffor  if  schewe])  him  to  pe 
Orible  deueles  J^af  him  tormenten  [184]  couered  wi]) 
fe  derknesse  of*  dej)  [ 

[185]   .     .    . 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  ben  pQ  synnes  ^af  ))e  wrecchede  man 

h&p    don    whiche    J>at*    distourben    him   to    se    pe  face 

of*  god  Right*  as  a  derk*  clowde  bitwizen  hous  and  pQvumpium 

Sonne-  [186]    lond  of*  myssese    by  cause    ^at*    per  ben 

pie  maneres    of*    defautes    a^ems    pro    J^inges    pat    folkl 

of   ^is  world    han  in  pis    present    lyf*    pa,if    is  to  say 

honoures    delices    and    richesse     [187]     i^eins    honour 

han  pej  in  helle  /  schame  and  confusion  [188]  H  ffor  wel  30 

wite  J^at*  men    depen    honour    pe    reuerence    p&if   men 

don  to  man  H  But*  in  helle  la  non  honour  ne  reuerence 

H    ffor    certes    nomore    reuerence    schal    be    do    to    a 

king*  ])an  to  a  knaue  [189]  U  ffor  which  god  Boip  bytexuw 

))e  prophe^e  leremte  H  Thilke  folk*  pat*  me  despysen  schuln  isremie/ 

ben  in  despite  [190]  H  Honour  is  eek*  cleped  gret*  wor- 

Bchipe  pen  schal  no  wight*  seruen  o)>er  H  But*  of*  harme  and 

torment,  honour  is  eek*  clex)ed  gret*  dignite  and  heigh- 

nesse  U  But*  in  helle  schullen  pejhen  alle  fortroden  of*  deueles 

[191]  as  god  Baip  H  pe  Orrible  deueles  schuln  gon  & 

comen  Tpon  pe  heedes  of*  dampned    folk*  H  And    pis 

is  for  as  meche  as  pe  heyer  ])ati  pey  weren  in  J^is  present* 

lyff/f  pe  more  schuln  ))ey  ben  abated  and  defouled  in 

helle    [192 J    IF  ajeins  pe   riche   of*   pis  world    schuUen 

pey  haue  mysese  of*  pouerte  and  pis  pouert*  schal  be 

.ii\j.    pinges  [193]  H  In  defaute  of*  tresour    of*  which 
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Dauid  B&ip  H  Tlie  riclie  fol^  ])af  enbraceden  and  Onedem 
in  al  here  heite  to  tresour  of'  j^is  world  schuUen  slepe  /infe 
slepyngf  of^  de])  as  no  J'ing*  schuln  pey  fynden  in 
here  handes  of*  aUe  here  tresour  [194]  IT  And  more  oner  fe 
myseyse  of>  helle  scbal  ben  in  defaute  of*  mete  & 
diinke  [195]  ffor  god  asaf  ]7us  by  moyses  U  j>ej  schuln 
be  wasted  wif  hunger  and  pQ  briddes  ot  helle  schuln 
deuoure     him    wij)     bitter    de])    and    ])e    galle    of    pe 

dragojl   [ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

here  morsella  [19^]  c^<i  for]}er  ouer  hero 
mysayse  schal  ben  in  defaute  of*  <:lo})ing<  IT  ffor  j^ey  schuln 
be  naked  in  body  as  of^  clo))ing*  saue  ^e  f uyre  in  whiche 
]>ey  brenne  and  oper  fil^es  [197]  and  naked  schuln 
pej  ben  o^  soule  of*  alle  maner  vertues  which  ]>at^ 
is  pQ  clo])ing*  of*  soule  IT  Where  be  ]>eniie  ^e  gay 
robes  and  pe  softe  schetes  and  pe  smale  schertes.  [19S] 

10  what  sai])  god  of*  hem  by  pe  proph«fe.  Isaye 
H  That*  vnder  hem  schuln  be  strawed  mouthes  IT  and  hero 
couartours  schuln  ben  of*  wormes  of*  helle  [199]  IT  and 
ixaper  ouer  here  mysayse  schal  ben  in  defaute  of 
freendes  IT  ffor  he  is  nought*  pouare  ]7af  hap  goode  freendes 

11  But*  ]>er  IB  no  froend  [200]  IT  ffor  nei]>er  god  ne 
creaturo  schal  be  frend  to  hem  and  euerych  of*  hem 
schal  haten  o]>er  ^wi])  dedly  hate  [201]  IT  pe  sones  of 
pe  doughtren  schuUen  robellen  ajeins  fader  and  mooder 
and  kynredes  a3ein  kynrede  and  chyden  and  despisen 
euerich  of*  hem  o]7er  bo])e  day  and  night*  as  god  sai^ 
by  pe  prophcfe .  Michias .  [202]  and  pe  louynge  children 
paV  whilom  loueden  so  fleissly  euerich  ofer  IT  Wolden 
euerich  of*  hem  eten  o})er  if*  fay  mighte  [203]  IT  ffor  how 
scholde  fey  louen  hem  to  gydere  in  f e  peynes  of*  helle  H  Whan 
fey  hateden  euerich  of*  hem  of er  in  f e  prasperite  of*  f is  lyf* 
[204]  IT  ffor  tniste  wel  here  fleisschly  loue  was  deedly  hate 
as  saif  f e  prophc^e  Aauid .  IT  Who  so  fat*  louef  wikked- 
nesse  he  hatef  his  soule  [205]  IT  And  who  so  hatef 
his  owen  soule  IT   certes  he  may  loue  non  of cr  wight* 
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in  no  manere  [206]  H  And  perloxe  in  helle  is  no 
fiendBchipe  H  but*  en^r  ]>e  more  fleiasldy  kyniedes 
^at^  ben  in  hellaf  ^  more  ciusyng*.  fe  more  chyd- 
yng*  and  fe  more  dedly  hate  ^  is  among*  hem 
[207]  IF  and  fur^  oner  ^7  achnllen  haue  depute  of  alld 
manor  delites  II  ffor  why  delices  ben  fe  appetites 
of  ^  .T.  wittes  H  as  sights,  heeryng*.  smellyng*.  Sauor- 
yngf .  and  touching* .  [208]  but*  in  helle  here  sighte  schal  be 
fal  of*  derknesse  and  of  smoke  and  fol  of 
teeres  and  here  heerynge  ful  of  waymentynge  and  of 
gnmtynge  of  teeb  as  saib  ih^ra  crisf  [209]  here  noseDMnw 

textM 

pmlles    sdrnln    ben    fol    of    stynke    IT    And    as    sai]) 

Isaye  )w  proph^e  II  here  sauorynge  schal  be  ful  of  bitter 

galle    [210]    and    touching*    of    here    body    ycouered 

wi^  f uyre  ]?af  neuer  schal  be  quenched  And  wi^  wormea 

^at^  neuere  /  schullen  deyen  as  god  sai]>  by  pe  mou]>  of 

Isaye  [211]  H  And  for  as  moche  as  ^y  schuln  nou3t^  wene  iM^t 

^af  fej  may  deyen  for  peyne  and  by  here  de]»  flee  fro 

peyne  ^t*  may  fej  ynd^rstonde    in    ))e  word  of    lob 

)»at^  8ai]>.  ]>er  as  is  ))e  schadewe  of  dep  [212]  IT  Certes 

a  schadewe  ha]>  pe  liknes  of  pe  ]}ing*  of  which  it  /  is 

schadewellbuf  schadewe  nys  nought*  J^esame  ])ing*of  whichit* 

is  schadewe  [213]  f  righl^  so  tsieip  pe  peyne  of  helle  hit*  is 

y-like  dep  for  ^e  anguyssche  orrible  And  why  H  ffor  it^ 

peyne)»  hem  euere  as  ])ough  men  schullen  deyeu)  anon  But* 

certes  pej  schuln  noughf  deyen  [214]  H  ffor  as  saijy  seint^ 

Gregory  to  wrecchede  Gaytyf s  synful  schal  ben  de)»  wi]K>uten 

de)»  and  ende  wi)>outen  ende  H  And  def ante  wi^outen 

fiiylinge  [215]  H  ffor  here  dep  schal  alway  lyue  H  And  here 

ende  schal  eueremorebegynne.  and  heredefaute  schal  noughts 

faile     [2x61      H     And      herfore     saib      Seint      lohnioiiomMtraaim- 

euatmgelist^  H  They  schullen  f olwe  de]»  and  pej  schuln 

nou^t^  fynden  him  H  and  ^y  desiren  to  deye  and  de]) 

schal  flee  fro  hem  [217]  H  And  eek*  lob  sai^  ^af  in  helle  lob 

is  non  oxdre  of  reule.  [218]  and  al  be  ii^  so  ])at^  god  ha]) 

created   alk    )iing*  in   right  ordre    and    no    (ing*  wi])- 
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outen  oidre  H  But*  sHe  ])ingeB  ben  oideigned  ^and  nom- 
bred  U  ^et  naj^eles  ^ej  ))af  ben  dampned  ben  no 
)>ing*  in  ordre  ne  holden  non  ordre  [219]  H  Sot  ^ 
er)>e  schal  beie  hem  no  froyf  [220]  ffor  as  fe  prophe/e 
sai^  Dauid.  god  schal  destruye  pe  fruyt*  of*  )>e  erfche  as 
fro  hem  ISTe  water  schal  jeue  hem  no  moysture  ne 
])e  aier  no  refreissching* .  ne  fuyr  no  light*  [221]  f  ffor  as 
sai]>  seint*  Basile  U  The  brennyng*  of*  ])6  fuyr  of>  J^is 
world  schal  god  ^euen  in  helle  to  hem  ^at*  ben  dampned 
[222]  H  Buf  pe  light  and  ]>e  clemesse  schal  be  jouen  in 
to  heuene  to  his  children  U  Eighf  as  fe  goode  man  ^ewip 
fleissh  to  his  children  and  bones  to  his  houndes  [223] 
IF  And  for  pej  schullen  haue  non  hope  to  eschape  sai]) 

lob  lob.  at*  ])e  laste  pat  per  schal  horrour  and  grisly  drede 

dwelle  wi))outen  ende  [224]  IT  horrour  is  alway  drcde 
of*  harme  pat*  is  to  come .  and  pii  drede  schal  euere  dwelle 
in  pQ  heites  of*  hem  ))af  ben  dampned  II  And  perioTQ 
han  p&j  lome  alle  here  hope  for  .v\j.  causes  [225]  II  &xsif 
for  god  ]7at*  is  here  Ii^e  schal  be  wi])outen  mercy  to 
hem.  ne  pej  may  nought*  please  him  ne  non  of*  his 
halwes  ne  J^ey  may  jyue  no  pmff  for  here  raunsofi 
[226]  ne  pSLj  haue  no  yoys  /  to  speke  to  him.  Ke  ])ey 
may  nou3t*  flee  fro  peyne .  ne  p&j  haue  no  goodnesso  in 
hem  paif  pay  may   schewe  to  delyuere  hem  fix)  pe^me 

saioMon  [227]   And  pertoTQ  saip  Salomon  H  The  wikkede  man 

deye]).  and  whan  he  is  doedl  he  schal  haue  non  hope  to 
eskape  fro  peyne  [228]  II  Who  so  schame  wel  wolde  vn- 
derstande  peso  peynes  and  be]}inke  him  wel  ]>af  he 
ha])  disserued  ]>ilke  peynes  for  his  synnes  Certes  he 
schulde  haue  more  talent*  to  syke  and  to  wepe.  pen  for 
to  syngen  and  to  pleye  [229]  H  ffor  as  seip  Salomon 
Y  Who  so  pat*  hadde  pe  science  for  to  knowe  po  peynes  pat^ 
ben  establissched  and  ordeyned  for  synne  f  he  wolde  make 
sorwe.  [230]  pilke  science  as  seip  seint*  austyn 
makcp  a  man  to  weymenten  in  his  herte 

uu-^oasyttvAMi         [231]  H  The  .iiij^  poynf  pat*  oughte  make  a  man 

CORPUS   616  (6-T.  604)  01wfS»] 


8IX-TESXT   C05 

GROUP  I.  §  3.  pabson'fi  tale.  Corpiu  M8.     617 

bane  contriciofl  la  fe  sorweful  remembraunce  of  pe 
good  ])at/  he  ha]?  lost/  to  doon  heere  in  erj^e  and 
eelC  fe  good  faf  he  haf  lorn  [232]  II  Soply  fe  goodo 
werkes  J>at»  he  haj  loeff  eyj>er  J>ey  ben  fe  goode 
verkes  ]yaf  he  wronglit<  er  he  felle  in  to  dedly  synno 
IT  Or  elles  ]>e  goode  iverkes  ^af  he  wrought*  whil  he  lay 
in  synne  [233]  H  Sofly  ^  goode  werkes  faf  he  dide 
bifom  l^af  he  f ylle  in  synne  ben  all^  mortefied  and  astonyed 
and  dulled  by  pQ  ofte  synnynge  //  [234]  faf  oJ>er 
goode  werkes  )>af  he  wroughte  whiles  he  lay  in 
synne  ^y  ben  o^terly  deede  as  to  ]»e  lyff*  /perdurable  in 
heuene  [235]  "9  j^nne  ^ilke  goode  werkes  );af  ben 
mortefyed  by  often  gynnyng*  whiohe  goode  werkes  he  dide 
whiles  he  was  in  cbsoite  ne  i&owen  neuere  quyken  ajein 
wiJ>outen  verray  penytence  [236]  f  And  ferof*  saith  god 
by  ye  mou))  of  Ezechiella  )>at*  is  ^j^e  rightful  man  re- 
toume  a^ein  from  his  rightwisnesse  and  to  wirche  wikked- 
nesse  schal  he  lyue  [237]  nay.  ffor  all6  pe  goode  werkes 
fsif  he  ha])  wrou^t  /  ne  schuln  neuer  ben  in  remembrance 
ffor  he  schal  deye  in  his  synne  [238]  IT  And  vpon  ]7ilke 
chapitre  aeip  Seinf  Gregori  pna  |>af  we  schulde  vnder- 
stande  ^is  principally  [239]  ))at*  whenno  we  doon  deedly 
synne  it*  is  for  nought  )>anne  to  reherse  or  drawe  in  to 
memoiie  pe  goode  werkes  ]^at<  we  ban  wroughf  byfome 
[240]  IT  ffor  certes  in  fe  werkinge  of  dedly  synne 
/  ]>er  is  no  triste  /  to  no  good  werk*  ))af  we  ban  don  tof  orne 
])af  is  to  sayn  as  for  to  haue  perhj  pe  lyff  per- 
durable in  heuene  [241]  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8,]  whan  we 

ban  contridofl  [242]  f  But^  so])ely  ))e  goode  werkes  ])af 
men  don  whiles  ))af  pej  ben  in  ded]y  synne  for  as  moche 
as  yej  weren  don  in  dedly  synne  ^ey  may  neuer  quiken 
a3ein  [243]  IT  ffor  certes  ])ing*  J)af  neuer  h&p  lyff  may 
neuere  quyke  IT  And  na])eles  al  be  it*  paif  pej  ne 
auailon  noughts   to  ban  fe  lyff  perdurable  f  ^et^  auailen 

COKPU8   617  (6-T.  605)  0lMf»5,back] 


BIZ-TEXT  606 

618     OBOUP  L  §  3.  pabson's  talb.  Corpiu  MS. 

^7  to  abreggen  of*  fe  peyne  of  belle  or  elles  to  geten 
temporal  richesse  [244]  H  Or  eUea  )>af  god  wol  ^ 
ra])ere  enlumyne  and  lightne  fe  herte  of  fe  synful 
man  to  ban  lepentafice.  [245]  and  eek*  pej  auaylen 
for  to  Ysen  a  man  to  doon  good  werke  ^at*  pe  f eende 
baue  pe  lesse  power  of  his  soole  [246]  H  and  pnB  pe 
Gurteyse  lord  ihesu  crisf  ne  wol  ]>af  no  good  werk* 
be  losie  H  ffor  in  somwbaf  if  scbal  anayle  [247]  If  Buf  for  sa 
mocbe  pQ  goode  werkes  psi^  men  don  whiles  pej 
ben  in  good  l\jf  ben  al  mortefyed  by  synno  folwynge 
U  And  eek*  se])enes  all6  pe  goode  werkes  p9,^  men  doon 
whiles  p&y  ben  in  dedly  synne  ben  ontrely  deede 
as  for  to  baue  pe  lyff  perdurable  f  [248]  wel  may  ])at  man 
psAf  no  good  werk*  ne  do))  Synge  pilke  newe  freissche  song*. 
lay  tout*  perdu  mo&  temps  &  mofi  labour  [249]  H  ffor 
c^tes  synne  byreue]>  a  man  goodnesse  and  nature 
and  eek*  }>e  goodnesse  of  grace  [250]  I1  ffor  aopo 
pQ  grace  of  pe  holy  gosf  fare]>  as  fuyr  J^af  may  nou^t* 
ben  ydel  ffor  fuyr  f&jlep  anon  as  it  forlese])  his  wirch- 

inge  [. no  gap 

in  tJie  MS.]  [251]  ])enne  hsep  pe  synful  man  pe  goodnesse 
of  glory  ]7af  oonly  is  behighf  to  goode  men  ^at*  labouren 
and  werken  [252]  f  Wel  may  he  be  sory  ])enne  J»t 
oweth  alle  his  lyff  to  god  as  lange  as  he  lyueth  ha^  lyued  and 
eek*  als  longe  as  he  schal  lyue  )^af  no  goodnesse  ne  ba)» 
to  payo  wi])  his  dette  to  god  to  whom  he  owe])  alle  his 
lyff  [253]  IT  ffor  truste  wel  he  schal  jiue  acountes  as  Baip 
seinf  Bernard  of  alle  pe  goodes  pn.i^  ban  ben  jouen  bim 
in  pis  present*  lyff  /  and  how  he  ha])  hem  dispended 
[254]  noug&t*so  mocbe  paif/p&r  schal  nou^t*  perissche  an  beer 
of  his  heede  ne  a  moment  of  an  houre  ne  schal  not*  penssche 
of  his  tyme  ^t*  he  ne  schal  3iue  of  hit*  a  rekenyng* 

[255]  f  The  V**.  J)ing*  ])at*  oughte  meue  a  man  ^to 
contriciofi  is  remembrance  of  pe  paasioft  ))at*  oure  lord 
iheaa  crist*  sufired  for  oure  synnes  [256]  IT  ffor  as  saij) 
seinf  Bernard  IT  Whil  paf  I  lyue  I  schal  baue  remem* 
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bronce  of*  fe  trauailes  )>afc*  oure  lord  ihesvi  crtsf  suffired  in 
prechinge  [257]  his  werynesse  in  tranaillynge .  his  templr 
aciofls  whan  he  fasted  his  longe  wakinges  when  he 
prayed  his  teeres  when  fa.i?  he  wepte  for  pite  of* 
good  peple  [258]  H  )>e  woo  and  fe  schame  and  fe 
filihe  f&if  men  seyden  to  him  ofte  fonle  8pittyng< 
)>at*  men  spitten  on  his  face  H  of*  fe  buffettos  f&if  men 
jeuen  him  H  of*  ^e  foule  mouthes  and  of*  pe  re- 
preuee  ])af  men  to  him  sayden  [259]  H  Of*  pe  nayles 
wip  ]>e  whiohe  he  was  nayled  to  )>e  cios  and  of*  alk  fe 
remenafif  of*  his  passiofi  ])af  he  suf&ede  for  my  synnes 
and  no  pinff  for  his  gilte  [260]  H  And  30  schuhi  ynder- 
stonde  ]>af  in  mannes  synne  is  eu^ry  maner  oidre 
o^  ordinance  turned  yp  so  donn  [261]  £for  it  is  eop 
^af  god  and  reeofi  and  sensoaHte  and  pe  body  of  man 
ben  so  oideyned  ))at'  enmch  of*  ]>ise.  .ii^.  ))inges/ 
schnlde  hane  lordschipe  ouer  ^af  oper  [262]  and  fuB 
god  schnlde  haue  lordschipe  ouer  resofi  and  resofi  ouer 
sensualite  and  sensualite  ouer  )>e  body  of*  man 
[263]  H  And  Bopij  whan  man  synne])  f  al  pis  ordre  of* 
ordinance  is  turned  yp  so  dofi  [264]  H  And  fertoTQ 
^anne  for  as  moche  as  }>e  resofi  of*  man  wol  noughts  be 
subgef  ne  obeissanf  to  god  ^at*  is  his  lord  by  righf  f  per- 
fore  leeee])  if  pe  loidschipe  paif  if  schulde  haue  in 
sensualite  and  eeke  ouer  pe  body  of*  man  [265]  II  And 
whi  H  ffor  sensualite  rebelle])  ]>anne  a^ein  resofi  And 
by  paf  wey  leseji  resofi  his  loidschipe  ouer  sensualite 
and  ou^  ])e  body  [266]  H  ffor  righf  as  lesofi  is  rebdle  to 
god  Eighf  so  ia  bo^  sensualite  rebel  to  resofi  and 
ye  body  also  [267]  H  And  certes  ))is  ordinance  and 
J>i3  rebelliofi  oure  lord  ihera  crtsf  aboughte  vpon  his 
precious  body  ful  dere  herkene^  in  which  wise 
[268]  H  ffor  as  meche  ]Mume  is  resoun  rebell^  to  god  5  per- 
fore  is  man  wor])i  to  haue  sorwe  and  to  be  deed 
[269]  H  This  8u£&ed  oure  lord  ihera  for  man  after  ])af 
he  hadde  be  betrayed  of  his  disciple  and  destreyncd  Ss 
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bounde  bo  ))af  ])e  blood  brasf  out*  af  enery  nayl  o^  his 
handes  as  sei]^  seinf  Austyn  [270]  H  And  forj^ennore 
for  as  moche  as  resoil  of  man  wol  noughf  dannte  sensa- 
alite  whenne  it*  may  H  Therfore  is  man  wor)7y  to  haue  schame 
and  ))is  sufErede  oure  lord  ihevu  cnst^  for  man  when  fej 
spetten  in  his  visage  /  [271]  H  And  furj^er  more  for  as 
moche  ])anne  as  ))e  caytiff*  body  of*  man  is  rebelle 
boJ>e  to  resofl  and  to  sensualite  U  perioie  it*  is  wor^y  f^ 
de)>  [272]  IT  And  p\a  sufficed  ouie  lord  iham  crtst*  for  man 
yppon  pe  crosso  where  as  fei  was  no  part*  of*  his  body 
fre  wi]K)uten  gret*  peyne  and  bitter  passiofl  /  [273] 
and    al    ]»is    suffiede    ihe^u    cnst*    )?at*   neuer    forfeted 

[ 

.  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  H  To  mechil  am  I  peyned  for  ye 
same  )>inge8  ^^af  I  neuer  deserued  and  to  mochil  defouled 
for  frendschipe  ])at*  man  is  wor^y  to  haue.  [274]  And  ^er- 
fore  may  )>e  synful  man  wel  say  as  sai])  seint  Bernard. 

Acursed  be  ];e  bittemes  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,]  [275]  U  ffor  certes 

after  ])e  diners  discordaunces  of*  oure  wikkednesse 
was  ]7e  passioii  of*  Ihem  crist*  y-ordeyned  in  diu^rse  yioges 
[276]  as  )}us  Certe^  synful  mannes  soule  bytraysed 
of*  pQ  deuel  by  coueytise  of*  temperel  prmperite  /  and 
scorned  by  disceyte  when  he  chese))  flesschly  delites  /  and 
^et*  is  he  tormented  by  inpacience  of  adu^rsite  H  And  bispette 
IT  By  s^ruage  in  subiectioun  of*  synne  H  And  atte  laste  it*  is 
slayn  fynally  [277]  for  this  disordynafice  of*  synful  man 
was  ihera  cnst*  first*  bytrayed  f  And  after  ]»at*  was  he  bounde 
J^at*  came  for  to  vnbynde  vs  of  synne  and  of*  peyne  [278] 
H  Thanne  was  he  by-scorned  ]iat*  only  schtilde  be 
honoured  in  alia  Jiinges  of*  alld  )>inges  [279] 
)>enne  was  his  visage  ]>at*  oughte  be  desired  to  be  seyn 
of*  alia  mankynde  in  which  visage  aungeles  desiren  to 
loken .  vileynesly  byspette  [280]  IT  Thenne  was  he  scourged 
|)at*  no]>ing*  hadde  gilt*  H  and  fynally  ]>enne  was  he 
crucified  &  slayn  [281]  II  Thenne  was  he  acompliced  ]>e 
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wordes      of*       Isaye      U      he      was      wounded      for 

oure   mysdedes    and    defouled    by  oure  vileynies   [282] 

H  Now  sepenes  J»at*  iheau  ensf  took*  vpon  himself'  J^e 

peyne  of*  aHe  oure  wickednesses  f  Mochil  oughte  synful 

man  bywepe  and  bywayle  ^at;*  for  his  synnes  goddes  sone 

of*  heuene  schiUde  alle  ))is  peyne  endure  [283]  U  The  sixte 

)>ing<  ])at'  onghte  meue  a  man  to  contrtciofi  is  fe  hopeTj^cuMadecoti- 

or  .uj.    ^mges.    )»at*  is   to  sayn.    forjeuenes  or  synne 

[ no  gap  in  the  M8J]  and  ])e  glorie  of* 

heuene  ynp  ]?e  which  god  schal  guerdofi  man  for  his 

goode  deedes-  [284]  H  and  for  as  moche  as  ihesu  ctnsif 

^evLQp  YS  ])ese  ^iftes  of*  his  largesse  and  of  his  souereyn 

bountef    feriore    is    he    doped    Ihe^i^    nazarentM    rex 

iudeorum  [285]  Jhestia   is  for  to  sayn  sanyour  of*  sa- 

uaciofi  on  whom  men  schuln  hope  to  haue  fo^euenesse  of* 

synnes    which    ^at*    is    proprely    sauacioun    of*    synnes 

[286]  IT  And  pertore  sayde  ])e  aungel  to  loseph  H  ^ou 

clepest*  his  name  ihesus  ))at*  schal  saue  his  poeple  of*  here 

synnes  [287]  IT  And  her  of*  seij)  seint*  Petre  II  Ther  nys 

non  opet  name  vnder  heuene  )»af  is  yme  to  any  man 

by  which  a  man  may  be  saued  but*  only  by  ihesua  [288] 

nazerenu«    is    as    moche    to    seyn    as    florissching<    in 

which  a  man  schal  hope  ])at*  he  ))at*  ^enep  him  remission 

of*  synnes  schal  ^iue  also  him  grace  wel  to  do  IT  ffor 

in  )>e  flour  is  hope  of*  fruyf  in  tyme  comynge.  and  in 

for^iuenesse  of  synnes  is  hope  of*  grace  wel  to  do  [289]  II I 

was  at*  fe  dore  of*  fm  herte  /  sai]>  ihc  and  cleped  for  to 

entre  II  he  ))at*  openep  to  me  schal  haue  forjiuenesse  of* 

synne  /  [290]  I  wol  entre  to  him  by  my  grace  and 

soupe  wi]>  him  by  fe  goode  werkes  ]>at  he  schal  doon 

whiche  werkes  ben  ])e  foode  of*  god  and  he  schal  soupe 

with^  ['mebi  thegrete  ioye/ thafshalbe  yove  tohim  ||  [291]  p  Ooqwu  MB, 

Thus   shal   man    hope   for   his  werkes  of    penaunce    /  [i  Axdi.  Bdd.  B. 

god  sholde  yeve  him  his  regno  as  he  bihoteth  him  /  in  the  ^ OoraiULj* 

gospel/ 

[292]    Now    shal    man    ynderstonde    /    in    whicli 
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nuuiere  shal  be  bis  contricion  ||  I  seie  tbai  bit  sbal 
be  yniodrBale  &  totale  /  tbis  is  to  seme  a  man  sbal  be 
verry  lepentaunt  /  ^  for  alle  bis  synnes  tbat  be  batli  done  /  in 
delite  of  bis  tbougbt  for  delite  is  f ol  penlons  /  [293]  ffor  tber 
ben  two  man^ere  of  oonsentynges  /  tbat  oon  of  bem  is 
cleped  consenting  of  affeccioun  /  wban  a  man  is  mered 
to  do  synne  /  &  delitel^  bim  longe  for  to  tbenke  on 
tbat  synne  /  [294]  be  batb  reson  tbat  perceivetli  wel  tbat 
bit  is  synne  ageynste  tbe  lawe  of  god  /  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,]    al  tbongli 

bis  reson  ne  consente  nat  to  do  tbe  synne  in  dede  / 
[295]  yit  seine  somme  doctours  /  tbat  sucbe  delite  tbat 
dnellitb  longe  is  ful  perilons  /  al  be  it  neu^r  so  lite  / 
[296]  And  also  a  man  sbolde  sorowe  for  al 
tbat  eu^  be  battL  desired  ayeines  tbe  lawe  of  god  witb 
per&te  consentynge  of  resoun  /  ffor  tber-of  is  no  donte  / 
tbat  bit  is  dedly  synne  /  in  consentynge  /  [297]  ffor  cartes 
tber  is  no  dedly  synne  /  but  bit  is  first  in  man48 
tbougbte  /  &  after  tbat  in  bis  delite  /  and  so  fortbe  in4o 
consentynge  /  &  in-to  dede  /  [298]  wberfore  I  seie  that 
many  men  repente  bem  neuere  of  sucbe  tbougbtes  /  & 
delites  /  ne  neoere  sbriven  bem  of  bit  /  but  only  of  the 
dede  ||  of  grete  synnes  outwarde  ||  [299]  wberfore  I  seie 
tbat  sucbe  wikked  delites  /  &  wikked  tbougbtes  /  ben 
subtile  begillours  of  bem  tbat  sbullen  be  dampned  /  [300] 
More-ouere  a  man  ougbte  to  sorowe  for  bis  wikked 
wordes  /  as  wel  as  for  bis  wikked  dedes  ||  ffor  cartes 
tbe  repentaunce  of  a  singuler  synne  /  and  nougbt  repent  of  al 
bis  otber  synnes  or  ellis  repente  bim  of  alle  bis 
otber  synnes  /  &  nat  of  a  singuler  synne  /  may  noug&t 
availe  ||  [301]  ffor  cartes  almygbti  god  is  al  good  /  And 
tberfore  be  for-yevitb  al  /  or  elles  rigllt  nouglit  /  [302] 
YAtutyna.  And  berof  seitb  seint  Austyne  / 1  wote  carteynly  [303]  tbat 
god  is  enemy  to  eu^  synne  /  And  bow  tban  be 
tbat  observitb .  00  synne  sbal  be  baue  foiyeuenesse  of  the 
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remenaimt  of  his  other  syimeB  /  Nay  /  [304]  And  feither 
011^  contiicion  sholde  be  wonder  sorowfol  /  &  ang- 
uysshous  /  &  therfore  yevith  him  god  pleynly  his 
mercy  /  And  therfore  whan  my  soole  was  angaysshons 
withinne  me  /  I  had  remembraimce  of  god  /  that 
my  prayere  myghto  come  to  him  /  [305]  fforther  on^re 
contricion  most  be  contennel  /  &  that  man  haue  sted- 
fast  pttrpos  to  shriven  him  /  &  for  to  amende  him  of 
his  liff  /  [306]  fifor  sothely  whiles  contricion  lastetb  man 
may  ^haue  hope  of  foryeuenesse  /  And  of  this  cometh 
hate  of  synne  /  that  distroyeth  synne  in  him  selff  / 
&  eke  in  other  folke  /  as  to  his  x>owere  /  [307]  ffor  whiche 
seith  Daoid  /  ye  that  louen  god  /  hatetti  wikkednesse  /  ffor  %  dkvm 
trusteth  wel  to  love  god  /  is  for  to  love  that  he  loaeth  / 
&  hate  that  he  hatetK  || 

[308]  The  kste  thing  that  men  shnlle  ynderstonde  in 
contricion  is  this  /  wherof  avayletli  contricion  /  I  seye 
that  somtyme  contricion  delyu^reth  a  man  from  synne  / 
[309]  off  whiche  that  Dauid  sei1£  /  I  seye  quod  DanidirnMiki 
that  is  to  seie  /  I  purposed  fermely  to  shrive  me  and 
thow  lord  relesedist  my  synne  /  [310]  And  right  so 
as  contricion  availeth  nought  withoute  sadd  purpos  of 

shrifiEte  /[..... no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

or  satisfaccion  withoute  contricion  /  [311}  And 
more^uere  contricion  distroyeth  the  prison  of  helle  / 
&  maketh  weyke  &  febletb  the  strengethes  of  the 
deueles  /  &  restoreth  the  yiffbes  of  the  holy  goste  & 
of  alio  goode  virtues  /  [312]  &  densith  the  soule  of 
83rnne  /  &  delyuareth  the  soule  fro  the  peyne  of  helle  / 
&  fro  the  companye  of  the  deuel  /  &  f ro  the  seroage 
of  synne  /  Ss  restoreth  to  alle  goodes  espiritnels  /  & 
to  the  companye  of  communyon  of  holy  chirche  /  [313] 
And  ferther-ouere  hit  makyth  him  that  was  whilom  the 
sone  of  synne  /  &  Ire  /  to  ben  the  sone  of  grace  /  &  alle  these 

•  •  • 

thinges  ben  prevod  bi  holy  writte  /  [314]  And  therfore  he  that 
wol  sette    his  entent    to  these   thinges  /  he  were  ful 
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wise  /  ffoT  sothe  he  sholde  nought  than  in  al  his  liff 
haue  coiage  to  synne  /  but  yeve  his  body  /  &  al  his  herte 
to  the  sendee  of  Ihesu,  ciiste  /  &  therof  don  him 
homage  /  [315]  ffor  sothly  oure  swete  lord  Ihesii  criste 
he  sparith  vs  so  debonerly  in  oure  f  olies  /  that  if  he  ne 
had  pite  of  man-is  soule  /  a  son  songe  myghte  we  alle 
synge/ 

Explicit  prima  pars  penitencie  J^&  sequitur  secunda. 


T 


[316]    .. 

Ihe  secunde  parte  of  penaunce  /  is  confession  / 
that  is  signs  of  oontricion  /  [317]  Now  shuUe  ye 
vnderstonde  what  is  confession  /  And  whether 
hit  oughte  nodes  to  ben  or  noon  /  &  whiche 
thinges  ben  couenable  to  verry  confession  / 

[318]  ffiist  shalt  thow  vnderstonde  that  confession  is 
verry  shewynge  of  sjmnes  to  the  preste  /  [319]  That  is  to 
sey  verry  /  that  he  mote  confessen  him  /  of  aUe  the 
condicions  that  be-longen  ^  to  his  synne  /  as  ferforth  as  he 
can  /  [320]  al  mote  be  seide  /  &  no  thing  excused  ne 
hidde  /  ne  f or-wrapped  /  &  nought  auaunte  him  of  his  goode 
werkes  /  [321]  And  fer-ther-ou^e  it  is  necessarie  to  vnder- 
stonde /  whens  that  synnes  springen  /  &  how  thei 
encresen  /  and  whiche  they  ben 
fPooifl.  [322]  of  the  springyng  of  synnes  /  as  seith  seint  Poxile 

on  this  wise  /  That  right  as  hi  a  man  synne  entrod 
in-to  this  world  first  /  &  thorugh  that  synne  deide  /  right  so 
thilke  deth  entreth  in-to  alle  men  that  synneden  [323] 
And  this  man  was  Adam  /  bi  whom  the  synne  entred  in-to 
this  world  /  whan  that  he  breke  the  commaundement  of  god  / 
[324]  And  therfore  he  that  first  was  so  myghti  /  that  he 
sholde  nat  haue  deide  /  bi-oam  suche  oon  that  he  most 
nedes  deye  /  whether  he  wolde  or  noon  /  &  al  his  prpgenyo 
thatisinthisworlde/that  inthilkemaneresynnenll  [325]  Loke 
that  in  the  estate   of  innocence  /  whan  Adam  &  Eue 
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naked  were  in  paradise  /  &  nothing  ne  hadden  shame 
of  here  nakednesse  /  [326]  how  that  the  serpent  that  was 
moste  wyly  of  al  other  bestes  that  god  had  maked 
seide  to  the  womman  ||  Gommaunded  god  to  jow  / 
ye  sholde  nought  eten  of  euery  tre  in  paradise  /  [327]  The 
woman  answerde  /  of  the  fruyte  quod  she  of  the  trees 
in  paradise  we  feden  vs  /  but  sothly  of  the  fruyte  of  the 
tre  that  is  in  the  myddel  of  paradise  /  god  forbede  vs  / 
for  to  eten  ne  to  touche  it  /  lest  perauenture  we  sholden 
deye  /  [328]  The  serpent  seide  to  the  woman  /  nay 
nay  /  ye  shol  not  deye  of  deth  /  ffor  sothe  god  wote  /  that 
what  day  ye  eten  therof  yotire  eyghen  shul  open  / 
&  ye  shul  be  as  godes  knowynge  goode  &  harme  / 
[329]  The  woman  saw  that  the  tre  was  goode 
to  fedynge  /  &  faire  to  the  eyghe  /  &  dilectable  to  the 
sighte  /  she  toke  of  the  fruyte  of  the  tre  &  ete  of  it  ||  & 
yaf  it  to  hir  housbond  &  he  ete  /  And  anoon  the  eyghen  of 
hem  bothe  opened  /  [330]  And  whan  that  they  knewe  / 
that  thei  weren  naked  /  thei  sowed  of  fyge  leves  in  manure 
of  breches  to  hiden  here  membres  ||  [331]  Here  may  ye 
86  that  dedly  synne  hath  first  suggestion  of  the 
fende  /  as  shewith  here  bi  the  adder  /  Ss  afiEterward 
the  delite  of  the  flesshe  /  as  shewith  here  bi  Eua  /  And  TAdam, 
afin^r  that  the  consentinge  of  the  reson  /  as  shewith  bi 
Adam  /  [332]  ffor  trusteth  ^  wel  though  so  were  that  the 
fende  tempted  oon  /  that  is  to  seie  /  the  flesshe  /  And  the 
flesshe  had  delite  in  the  boaute  of  the  fruyte  defended  || 
yit  cartes  til  that  reson  /  that  is  to  seie  Adam  con- 
sented to  the  etyngof  the  fruyte/yit  stode  thei  in  thehighestate 
of  Innocence  ||  [333]  Off  thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilke 
synne  origynal  /  for  of  him  flesshely  disoended  ben  we  alle  / 
&  engendred  of  vile  &  corrupte  matire  /  [334]  And 
whan  the  soule  is  put  in-to  oure  body  /  right  anoon  is  con- 
tracte  original  synne  /  And  that  was  erst  but  only 
peyne  of  concupiscence  /  is  afterward  botli  peyne  & 
synne  /  [335]  And  therfore  ben  we  alle  I-bome  sones  of 
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wiathe  &  of  dampnacion  perdurable  /  if  it  nere  baptyme 
that  we  receiyen  /  whiche  bynemytb  vb  the  cnipe  /  but  for 
sothe  the  peyne  dwellitfi  with  vs  /  as  the  temptacion  /  whiche 
peyne  bight  concupiscence  /  [336]  And  this  concupiscence 
whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed/orordeynedinman/hit  makith 
him  coueito  couetise  of  flesshely  synne  bi  sight  of  his 
eyghen/and  toerthely  thinges/And  ekecoueitiseof  highnesse 
bi  pride  of  herte  / 

[337]  Now  as  for  to  speke  of  the  first  coueitise  / 
that  is  concupiscence  after  the  lawe  of  oure  membres  / 
that  weren  lawfully  maked  /  &  bi  rightful  iuge- 
ment  of  god  /  [338]  I  seie  for-asmeche  as  man  is  nought 
obeisaunt  to  god  /  that  is  his  lord  /  Therfore  is  his  flesshe  to 
him  disobeisaunte  /  thorugh  concupiscence  /  [ 

[339] 

•     .    «     .    no  gap  in  the  MS."]  hit  is  impossible  but  he  be 

distempered  somtyme  /  &  noyede  in  his  flesshe  to  synne  / 
[340]  &  this  thing  may  nought  fails  /  as  longe  as  he  leueifi  / 
it  may  weze  feble  &  fisdle  /  bi  vertu  of  baptime  / 
&  bi  the  grace  of  god  /  thorugh  penaunce  /  [341]  but 
fuUy  shal  it  neuere  quenche  /  that  he  ne  shal  som- 
tyme be  moved  in  him  silff  ||  but  if  he  were  refreynede  bi 
p«<9]  sikenesse  /  ^of  bi  malifice  of  sorcerie  /  or  colde  dxynkes  / 

YPMii*.  [342]  fforwhat  seith  seint  Poule  /  The  flesshe  ooueiteth 

ayeine  the  spirit  /  &  the  spirit  ayeine  the  flesshe  /  thei 
ben  so  controrie  /  &  so  striven  /  that  a  man  may  nought 
don  alwey  /  as  he  wolde  /  [343]  The  same  seith  seint  Poule  / 
after  his  grete  penaunce  in  water  &  in  lande  /  In  water 
bi  night  &  bi  daie  in  grete  perile  /  &  grete  peyne  / 
In  lande  in  famyne  /  thrusts  /  in  colde  and  in  ^clothes 
wantynge/&  ones  stoned  almost  tothedethe  [344]  yit  seide  be 
alas  I  caytiff  man  /  who  shal  delyuer  me  fro  the  prison 
^UMBBub  of  my  caytiff  body  /  [345]  And  seint  lerome  whan  he 

longe  tyme  had  woned  in  deeerte  /  where  as  he  had  no 
companye      but      bestes      /      where      as      he      had 
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no  mete  but  erbes  /  Ss  water  to  his  diinke  /  ne  no  bedde 
but  the  naked  erthe  /  ffor  whiche  his  flesshe  was  blak  as  an 
Eihiopen  for  hete  &  nygll  distrajed  for  colde  /  [346] 
yit  seide  he  that  the  brennynge  of  lecherie  boiled  in  al 
his  body  /  [347]  wherfore  I  woote  wel  sekerly  that  thei 
ben  disceived  /  that  seine  /  that  thei  ne  bennought  tempted  in 
here  body  /  [348]  wittenesse  of  seint  lame  thappostel  /fiaoobu. 
that  seith  that  eu^ry  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owne  con- 
cupiscence /  that  is  to  seie  /  that  eu^ryche  of  vs  hath  matiie 
&  occasion  to  be  tempted  /  of  the  norisshinge  of  synne 
that  is  in  his  body  ||  [349]  And  therfore  seith  seint  lohn  liohnSuoMg. 
the  Euangelist  if  that  we  seyne  that  we  ben  withouten 
synne  we  disceiven  oure  silff  /  &  trouthe  is  nought  in  vs  / 
[350]    Now  shol    ye   vnderstonde    in  what    manure 
synne    wexeth     &     encreseth   in     man     ||    The     first 
thing  is  the  norisshinge  of  synne  /  of  which  I  spak 
of  bifornd  thilke  flesshely  concupiscence  /  [351]  And  after 
that  cometh  the  suggestion  of  the  Deuel  /  this  is  to  seie 
the  deuel-is  bely  /  with  whidi  he  blowii£  in  man  /  the  fire 
of  flesshely  concupiscence  /  [352]  And  aft^  that  a  man  bi- 
thinketh  him  /  whether  he  wol  do  or  noon  thilke  thinge  / 
to    which    he    is    tempted    ||    [353]    And    than    if    a 
man  with-stande  /  &  weive  the  fiiste  entisinge  of  his 
flessh  /  &  of  the  fende  /  than  is  hit  no  synne  /  And  if 
so  be  that  he  do  nat  so  /  than  felith  he  anoon  /  a  flammo 
of  delite  /  [354]  &  than  is  hit  goode  to  bo-ware  &  kepe 
him  wel  /  or  eUes  he  wol  falle  anoon  /  in-to  consentynge  of 
synne  /  Ss  than  wol  he  do  hit  /  if  he  may  haue  tyme 
and  place  ||  [355]  And  of  this  matire  seith  Moyses  bifXojBM. 
the  deuel    in  this  manere    /    The    fende    seith   I  wol 
chace     &     pursue    man     bi    wikked     suggestiones    / 
&    I   wol    hente    him    /    bi   moyynge   or   sterynge    of 
synne  /  And  I  wol  departe  my  prise  or  my  preye  bi  de- 
liberacion  /  &  my  lust  shal  be  accomplesshed  in  delite  / 
I  wol  drawe  my  swerde  in  consentynge  /  [356]  ffor  'certes 
right  as  a  swerde  departeth  a  thinge  in  two  peces  ||  Right 
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so  consentynge  deparfcetfi  god  fro  man  /  And  than 
wol  I  sle  him  with  m  jn  honde  /  in  detbe  of  synne  /  thus 
seith  the  fende  /  [357]  ffor  certes  than  is  a  man  al 
dede  in  soole  /  and  thus  is  synne  complesshed  hi  tempt- 
acion  /  bi  delite  /  &  hi  oonsentinge  /  and  than  is 
flynne  cleped  actuel  / 

[358]  Ffor  sothe  synne  is  in  two  maneres  /  outher 
it  is  venial  synne  /  or  dedly  synne  /  Sothely  whan  man  lonetli 
any  creature  /  more  than  ihesu  cnste  oore  creatoure  /  than 
is  it  dedly  synne  /  And  venial  synne  is  if  man  loae 
ihesvL  criste  lesse  than  him  oughte  ||  [359]  ffor  sothe  the 
dede  of  this  venial  synne  /  is  f  ul  perilous  /  ffor  hit  amennseth 
the  loue  that  men  sholde  haue  to  god  more  &  more  / 
[360]  And  therfore  if  a  man  chaige  more  him  silff  /  withmany 
suche  venial  sinnes  /  certes  hut  if  it  so  be  /  that  he  som- 
tyme  discharge  bun  of  hem  bi  shrifile  /  the!  may  fol 
lightly  amennse  in  him  al  the  loue  /  that  he  hath  to  ihesa 
criste  /  [36 1]  &  in  thiswise  skippith  venial  synne  /  in-to dedly 
synne  ||  ffor  certes  the  more  that  a  man  chaigelh  his  soole 
with  venial  synnes  /  the  more  is  he  enclyned  to  falle  in 
dedly  synne  /  [362]  And  therfore  lat  vs  not  be  necligent  to 

Uproutfrbinm.  discharge  vs  of  venial  synnes  /  ffor  the  prouerbe  seitK 
That  many  smalo  makith  a  grete  /  [363]  And  herken 
this  ensample  /  A  grete  wawe  of  the  see  /  cometh  somtyme 
with  so  grete  a  violence  /  that  hit  drenchith  the  shippe  / 

prou«rUuin .  [to  And  the  same  harme  doth  somtyme  /  the  smale  dropes 
of  water  /  that  entren  thorugh  a  litil  crevise  /  in-to  the 
thurroke  /  &  in-to  the  botme  of  the  shippe  /  if  men  be  so 
necligent  /  that  men  ne  discharge  hem  nought  be  tyme  || 
[364]  And  therfore  al-though  ther  be  a  difference  bitwene 
these  two  causes  of  drenchynge  /  algates  the  shippe  is 
dreynte  ||  [365]  Right  so  farith  hit  somtyme  of  dedly 
synne  /  &  of  anoyous  venial  synnes  /  whan  thei 
multiplie  in  a  man  so  gretly  /  that  thilko  worldly  thinges 
that  he  loueth  /  thorugh  whiche  he  synneth  venially  /  is 
as  grete  in  his  herte  /  as  the  loue  of  god  or  more  /  [366] 
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And  tberf ore  the  lone  of  eaerj  thinge  /  that  is  not  bisette  in 
god  /  ne  don  principally  for  godis  sake  /  al-though  a  man 
loue  it  lasse  than  god  /  yit  is  it  venial  synne  /  [367]  And 
dedly  synne  is  /  whan  the  loue  of  any  thinge  ^weyeth 
in  the  herte  of  a  man  /  as  meche  as  the  loue  of  god  or 
more  /  [368]  Dedly  synne  as  seith  seint  Austyne  %  Aastybo 
is  whan  a  man  tumetfi  his  herte  from  god  /  whic[h]e  that  is 
verry  sonereyne  boonte  /  that  may  nat  chaunge  /  & 
yevith  his  herte  to  a  thinge  that  may  chaunge  /  &  flitte  || 
[369]  And  certes  that  is  eu^y  thinge  saue  only  god  of  heuen  || 
ITor  sothe  is  /  if  that  a  man  yeve  his  loue  /  the  whiche  that 
he  owith  al  to  god  /  w;jth  al  his  herte  /  vn-to  a  creature  / 
certes  as  meche  of  his  loue  as  he  yevith  [.  .  .  .]  to  that 
creature  /  so  meche  he  birevith  from  god  /  [370]  &  ther- 
fore  dot&  he  synne  /  ffor  he  that  is  dettour  to  god  /  ne 
yeldeth  nought  al  his  dette  to  god  /  that  is  to  seine  al  the 
loue  of  his  herte  / 

[371]  Now  sithen  that  a  man  vnderstondeth  generally 
whiche  is  venial  synne  ||  Than  is  it  couenable  to  tellen  of  special 
sinnes  whiche  that  many  a  man  perauenturo 
demetft  hem  no  synnes  /  ne  shriven  hem  nat  of  the 
same  thinges  /  &  yit  natheles  thei  ben  synnes  / 
[372]  soth^ly  as  these  clerkes  writen  /  this  [is]^  to  seine  /  p»woTd(i»p) 

erased  here.] 

that  enerj  tyme  that  a  man  etetn  or  drmketn  more  than  5  note  beiM 
sufficeth  to  the  sustenaunce  of  his  body  /  in  cMeine  he  dot& 
synne  /  [373]  And  eke  whan  he  speketfi  more  than 
hit  nedith  /  it  is  sinne  ||  Eke  whan  he  herkeneth  nought; 
mekely  the  compleynte  of  the  pore  ||  [374]  Eke  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  &  wol  nought  f aste  /  whan  other  men 
faste  withouten  cause  resonable  ||  Eke  whan  he  slepeth 
more  than  him  neditii  ||  or  whan  he  cometh  bi  thilke  encheson 
late  to  chirche  /  or  to  other  good  werkes  of  charite  /  [375] 
Eke  whan  he  vsith  his  wifP  /  withouten  souereyne  desire 
of  engendrure  to  the  honour  of  god  /  or  for  thentent 
to  yelde  to  his  wiflf  the  the  (sic)  dette  of  his  body  /  [376]  Eke 
whan  he  wol  nought  visite  thesike/or  prisoners  whan  he  may  || 
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"Eke  if  he  lone  wiff  or  ehflde  or  any  worldly 
tbinge  /  more  than  leson  leqimifli  /  Eke  if  he  flatre  or 
hUandiaahe  /  more  than  him  oo^te  /  fnr  any  neoeesite  || 
[377]  Eke  if  he  amennaeih  or  withdrawith  the  ahnee  of 
the  pore  ||  Eke  if  he  apparaQeth  his  mete  more 
deUcioiialy  than  nede  is  /  or  ete  hit  to  hastfly  hi  likerous- 
neeae  H  [378]  Eke  if  he  teUe  Taniteee  at  the  chiidie  or 
f  jMwvfito.  in  godee  semise  /  or  that  he  he  a  talker  of  ydel  woides 
of  fiilie  /  or  of  yilonye  /  for  he  ahal  yelde  aocon[m]ptes  of 
it  at  the  dale  of  dome  /  [379]  Eke  irhan  he  hiheteth 
or  asBiiretfi  to  do  thinges  /  that  he  may  not  ^  perfoime  || 
Eke  whan  that  hi  lightneeae  of  folie  nufiaeietfi 
or  acometh  his  neighhoor  /  [380]  Eke  whan  he  hath  any 
Boaspecion  of  thinge  /  there  aa  he  woote  of  it  no  aoth- 
£i8tneaBe  ||  [381]  These  thinges  &  mo  withouten  nomhre 
hen  synnes  as  seith  seint  Austin 

[382]  Now  shni  men  ynderstonde  that  al  he  it  so  / 
that  noon  erthely  man  may  eschewe  al  vaiial  synnes  /  yit 
may  he  refreyne  him  hi  the  hrennynge  lone  that  he 
hath  to  onre  lorde  Ihfiracriste  /  &  hi  praiere  /  A  hi  confession  / 
&  other  goode  workes  /  so  that  it  shal  hat  litel  greve  / 
[383]  ffor  as  seith  seint  Anstyne  ||  If  a  man  lone  god  / 
in  snche  manere  /  that  al  that  enere  he  dothe  is  in  the 
loue  of  god  /  or  for  the  lone  of  god  yernly  ||  ffor  he 
hrennethinthe  loue  of  god  ||  [384]  loke  howmeche  meche  that 
a  drope  of  wat^r  that  fedlith  in  a  fomeys  fol  of  fire 
anoyeth  or  greyith  /  so  meche  a  Tenial 
syime  isyn-toaman/thatis  perfite  intheloveof  onreloidiheni 
criste  ||  [385]  Men  may  also  refreyne  venial  synne  / 
hi  the  resseivinge  of  the  precious  hody  of 
ihem  criste  /  [386]  hi  resseivinge  eke  of  holy  water  / 
hi  almes-dede  /  hi  the  general  confession  of  the  Confiteor 
at  the  masse  /  &  at  the  Gomplyne  /  and  hi  hlissinge  of 
Buashopes  /  and  of  prestes  &  hi  other  goode  werkes  / 
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De  septem  peccotia  mortaiihus  &  eorum  &c 

[387] 

NOw  is  it  bihouely  thinge  /  to  toUen  whiche  ben 
the  .v\j.  dedlj  syiines  /  that  is  to  seyne  cheveteynes 
of  synnes  /  but  alle  thei  renne  in  Ooles  /  but  in 
dyueis  maners  /  Now  ben  the!  cleped  cheveteynes  / 
foT-as-meche  as  thei  ben  cheff  /  &  of  hem  springen  alle 
other  synnes  /  [388]  of  the  lote  of  these  .y\j.  sinnes  / 
than  is  pride  the  general  rote  of  alle  harmes  /  ffor  of 
this  rote  springen  c^rteine  branches  /  as  Ire  /  Enuye  / 
accidie  /  or  slouthe  /  Auarice  /  or  couetise  to  comune 
vnderstonding  /  Gloteneye  /  &  Leoherie  /  [389]  And 
eodryche  of  these  cheff  synnes  hath  his  branches  &  his 
twigges  /  as  shal  be  declared  in  here  chapitres  folwynge  / 

[Of  Pride,  and  iU  Twigs."] 

[390]  And  though  so  be  that  no  man  can  vtterly  telle 
the  nombre  of  the  twigges  &  of  the  harmes  that  comyn  of 
pride  /  yit  wol  I  shewe  a  parte  of  hem  as  ye  shul 
vnderstonde  [391]  ||  There  is  Inobedience  ||  Avauntynge  / 
Tpocrisie  ||  Despite  ||  Arrogaunce/  In^prudence  ||  Swellinge  of 

herte  ||  Insolence  ||  Elacion  ||  [  . 

m    •    .    no  gap  in  the  MS.]    Partinacie  ||  Yeynglorie  ||  & 
many  a-nother  twigge  that  I  can  nat  declare  ||  [392]  Ino- 
bedient  is  he  /  that  disobeyetii  for  dispite  to  the  commaunde-  ^  inoiwdient 
ment  of  god  /  &  to  his  souareynes  /  &  to  his  gostly 
fiider  II  [393]  Auauntour  is  he  that  bosteth  of  the  harme  t  AoMnktoar 
or  of  the  bounte  /  that  he  hatii  don  /  [394]  ypocrisie  is 
he  that  hideth  him  /  to  shewe  him  /  suche  as  he  is  /  and 
shewitli  him    suche   as  he   is  not    ||    [395]    Dispitous  y  nbpitooa 
is  he  that  hath  disdeine  of  his  neighbours  /  that  is  to 
seine  /  of  his  euen  cristen  /  or  hath  dispite  to  do  /  thai 
him  oughte  to  do  ||  [396]  Arrogaunt  is  he  /  that  thinketh  5  Amgaoin. 
that  he  hath  thilke  bounte  in  him/  that  he  hath  nought/  or 
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wenetb  that  he  sholde  hane  hem  bi  his  desertes  /  or 
ellis  that  ho  weneth  that  he  be  that  he  nys  nought  /  [397]  In- 
padeAt  is  he  that  for  his  pride  ha&  no  shame  for  his 
synne  ||  [398]  Swelling  of  herte  is  he  /  whan  a  man 
reioyseth  him  /  of  harme  that  he  hat&  don  ||  [399]  Inso- 
lent is  he  /  that  dispiseth  in  his  iugement  alle  other 
f  olke  /  as  to  the  regarde  of  his  value  /  &  of  his  connynge  /  &  of 
his  spekynge  /  &  of  his  berynge  ||  [400]  Eladon  is  /  whan 
he  may  neither  suffice  to  hane  maister  ne  felawe  ||  [401] 
Impacient  is  he  /  that  wol  nought  be  taughte  ne  vnder- 
nome  of  his  vice  /  &  bi  striff  weneth  trouthe  wetingly  / 
&  maynteneth  his  folie  ||  [402]  CSontymax  is  he  that 
thomgh  his  indignacion  /  is  ayeins  eui^che  autorite  or 
power  of  hem  that  ben  his  sou^reynes  ||  [403]  Pre- 
sumpcion  is  he  /whan  a  man  taketh  an  emprise  /  that 
him  ought  not  to  do  /  or  elliis  he  may  it  not  do  /  &  that 
is  called  surquidrie  ||  Irrenerent  is  whan  a  man  dol£  not 
honour  /  there-as  him  oughte  to  do  /  &  waiteth  to  be 
reuerensed  ||  [404]  P^rtynacy  is  whan  a  man  defendit£ 
his  folie  /  &  trustetb  to  meche  his  owne  witte  ||  [405^ 
Yayneglorie  is  for  to  hane  pompe  /  &  delite  iu 
temporel  richesse  /  &  gloiifieth  hem  in  worldly 
estates  ||  [406]  laugelynge  is  /  whan  a  man  speketh  to 
meehe*/  to  fore- f olke •&  clappeth  as  a  Mille  /  &  taketh  no 
kepe  what  he  seith  •    «     • 

^[407]  and  yit  is  there  a  prive  spice  of  pride  /  that 
waiteth  first  to  be  halo  wed  /  er  he  wol  be  saluwed  /  al  be  he 
lasse  worth  than  that  other  is  parauenture  /  &  eke 
waiteth  or  desireth  to  sitte  or  to  go  above  /  him  in 
the  weie  /  or  kisse  pax  /  or  be  ensensed  /  or  go  to 
ofEringe  /  to  fore  his  neighboure  ||  [408]  &  suche  [    •    •     • 


no  gap  in  the  1118,1  ^  pro^^e  desire  to  be 

magnified  /  &  honoured  bifore  the  peple  || 

[409]   Now  ben  ther  two  manors  of   pride  /  that 
oon  of   hem  is  withinne  the  herte  of   man  /  &  that 
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other  is  withoute  /  [410]  off  vhiche  sothely  the  for- 

seide  thinges  &  mo  than  I  haue  soide  apertynent  to 

pride/  that  is  in  the  herte  of  man  /And  therto  other  spices 

of  piide  ther   ben  withoute  /  [411]  hnt  natheles  oon 

of  these  spices  of  pride  is  signs  of  that  other  ||  Right 

as  the  gay  levesel  at  the  tauemes  is  signs  of  the  wyne  / 

that  is  in  the  seler  ||  [412]  And  this  is  in  many  thinges  / 

as  in  speche  /  &  in  contenances  /  &  ia  outrageous  aray  of 

dothinge  /  [413]  ffor  certes  if  it  nadde  be  no  synne  / 

in  dothinge /Griste  wold  nought  so  soone  haue  noted  &  spoke  of 

the  dothinge  /  of  thilke  riche  man  in  the  gospd  ||  [414]  And 

as  seint    Gregorie   seitfi    That    precious    dothe  is    cou^        f  Gnsoito. 

pable  /  for  the  deith  of  hit  /  &  for  his  softenesse  /  & 

for  his  strangenesse  /  &  for  his  disgisinesse  /  &  for  the  super- 

fluyte  /  or  for  the  inordynaunte  scantnesse  /  [.     .    •  [415] 


no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

[416]  As  to  the  first  synne /that  is  in  superflnyte  of 
clothing  whiche  that  makith  hit  so  dere  /  to  harme  of  the 
peple  /  [417]  nat  onely  the  costs  of  enbroudyng  / 
the  degise  endentyng  or  barryng  /  owndyng  /  palyng  / 
or  bendynge  /  &  semblable  waste  of  clothynge  / 
in  vanite  ||  [418]  But  ther  is  also  costlewe  furry nge  in 
here  gownes  /  so  meche  poun^ng  of  chesdes  to  make 
hooles  /  so  meche  daggynge  of  shores  /  [419]  forth  with 
the  superfluyte  in  lengthe  of  the  foiseide  gownes  /  trail- 
ing in  the  donge  /Am  the  myre  /  on  hors  &  eke  on 
foote  /  as  wd  of  man  /  as  of  womman  /  that  al  thilkei 
trailynge  is  verrily  as  in  effecte  wasted  &  consumed  /  thred- 
bare  &  roten  /  with  donge  /  rather  than  it  is  yoven  to 
the  pore  /  to  grete  damage  of  the  forseide  pore  folke  / 
[420]  &  that  in  sondry  wise  ||  this  is  to  seie  /  the 
more  that  dothe  b  wasted  /  the  more  mot  hit  costs  to 
the  peple  /  for  the  scarsenesse  ||  [421]  ^And  forther-ouer 
if   it  so  be  that    thei  wolde  yeven  suche  pounsed    & 

SELDSN   (for  Corpus  03$)  (6-T.  681)     PteafBl] 


SIX-TEXT   622 

634  GROUP  I.  §2.  pabson's  TALE.  Seidell,  for  Corpiu  KS. 

dagged  clothinge  /  to  the  poie  folke  /  it  is  noug&t  connenient 
to  were  for  here  estate  /  ne  snfficeamit  to  bete  here  necessite  / 
to  kepe  hem  from  thedistemperaunce  of  the  colde  firmament  || 
[422]  On  that  other  side  to  speke  of  the 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing  /  as  ben  these  cutted 
sloppes  or  hanse  lynes  that  thorugh  here  shoitnes  ne 
coufren  not  there  shameful  membres  of  man  /  to  wikked 
entent  /  [423]  Alias  some  of  hem  shewen  the  shappe  &  the  boce/ 
of  the  orrible  swollen  membres  /  that  semeth 
I-like  to  the  maladie  of  himya  in'the  wrapping  of  here  hoses/ 
[424]  and  eke  the  buttokes  of  hem  that  faren  /  as  it  were 
the  hinder  parte  of  a  she  Ape  /  in  the  ful  of  the  moone  / 
[425]  And  more-ooer  the  wreched  swolle  membres  / 
that  thei  shewe  thorugh  disgisyng  /  in  dopartynge  of 
here  hoses  white  &  rede  /  semeth  that  halff  here 
privy  membres  were  flayne  /  [426]  And  if  so  be  that 
thei  depaxten  here  hoses  in  other  colom!s  /  as  is  white 
&  black  /  or  white  &  blewe  /  or  blak  &  rede  /  &  bo 
forthe  /  [427]  than  semeth  hit  as  bi  Tariaunce  of  coloore  / 
that  halff  the  partie  of  his  priue  membres  ben  corrapte  / 
bi  the  fire  of  seint  Antonye  or  bi  Cancre  /  or  bi  suche  other 
meschaunces  /  [428]  Yit  of  the  hinder  parte  of  here 
buttokos  /  it  is  ful  orrible  to  se  /  fibr  cartes  in  that 
partie  of  here  bodie  /  there  as  thei  puigen  here  stinkynge 
ordure  /  [429]  that  foule  parte  shewe  thei  vnto  the  peple  / 
proudely  /  in  dispite  of  honeste  /  whiche  honeste 
Thesu.  crist  &  his  frendes  obserued  to  shewe  in  his 
liff  /  [430]  Now  as  to  outrageous  aray  of  wommen  / 
god  woot  though  the  visages  of  hem  semen 
ful  chaste  /  &  debonayre  /  yit  notefien  thei  in  there  araye  /  in 
atire  of  likerousnesse  &  pride  /  [431]  I  seie  nat  that 
honeste  in  clothinge  of  man  /  &  woman  is  vnoouen- 
able  /  But  certes  the  superfiuyte  /  or  the  disordinat  scantnesse 
of  clothinge  /  is  reprovable  /  [432]  Also  the  synne  of 
an  omement  /  or  apparaile  /  as  in  thinges  that  apperteynen 
to  ridynge  /  as  in  to  many  delicate  horses  that  ben  hold- 
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en  for  delite  /  that  ben  so  faire  fatte  /  and  costelewe  /  [433] 
And  also  many  a  vicious  knave  I-mayntened  ^bi- 
cause  of  hem  //  And  in  to  curious  hameyse  /  as  in  sadels 
cropeis  /  peitresles  /  bridles  cou^red  with  precious 
clothinge  &  riche  barres  /  &  plates  /  of  golde  &  of 
siluer  /  [434]  ffor  whiche  god  seith  bi  Zakarie  the  KZaknrias. 
prophete  /  I  wol  confounde  the  riders  of  suche  horses  / 
[435]  This  folke  taken  litel  rewaide  of  the  ridynge  of 
god-is  sone  of  heuen  /  <fe  of  his  hameys  whan  he  rode 
vppon  the  Asse  /  &  had  noon  othir  hameys  but 
the  clothes  of  his  pore  disciples  /  Ne  we  rede  nat 
that  eoer  he  rode  on  other  beste  /  [436]  I  speke  thus 
of  the  sinne  of  superfluite  /  &  nat  for  the  resonable 
honeste  /  whan  reson  it  requirith  //  [437]  And  forther 
ouere  /  certes  pride  is  gretely  notefied  in  holdynge  of  grete 
meyne  /  whan  the!  ben  of  litel  profite  /  or  right  of  no  profite  / 
[438]  &  namely  whan  meyne  is  vileynous  Ss  damage- 
ous  to  the  peple  /  bi  hardynesse  of  high  lordshipj^d  or  bi 
wey  of  office  //  [439]  ffor  cartes  suche  lordes  sellen 
than  here  lordshippes  to  the  deuel  of  belle  /  whan  thei 
sustene  the  wikkednesse  of  here  meyne  //  [440]  Or  ellea 
whan  these  folke  of  lowe  degie  /  as  tho  that  holden 
hosteleries  /  &  that  is  many  manure  of  folke  /  that  susteynen 
thefite  /  for  here  Ostelers  /  &  that  is  in  manure  of  disseites  / 
[441]  thilke  manure  of  folke  ben  the  flyes  of  felonye  that  fole- 
wen  the  hony  /  or  elles  the  houndes  that  folowen  the  careyne  / 
suche  f orseide  folke  strangelen  spm^ely  here  lordshippes 
//  [442]  ffor  whiche  thus  seith  Dauid  the  prophete  wikked  ^UkM 
dethe  mote  come  to  thilke  lordshippes  /  &  god  yeue  that 
thei  mowe  descende  ardoun)  in-to  helle  /  ffor  in  here 
houses  ben  iniquitees  &  shrewdenesse  &  not  god 
of  heuen  /  [443]  And  certes  but  if  thei  do  amende- 
ment  /  right  so  as  god  yaff  his  beneson  to  kyng  Fharao  bi  the 
service  of  lacob  /  and  to  Laban  bi  the  seruise  of  loseph 
right  so  god  wol  yeue  his  malison  to  suche  lordshippes  / 
as  susteyne  the  wikkednesse  /  of  here  seruauntes  /  but  thei 
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come  to  amendement  //  [444]  Pride  of  the  table  apperetK 
eke  f ul  ofifte  /  for  certes  riche  men  ben  cleped  to  feetes 
&  pore  foike  ben  put  aweye  /  &  rebuked  [445]  also 
in  excesse  of  diu^rs  metes  &  drinkes  /  &  namely 
suche  manure  of  bake  ^  metes  &  dissH  metes  /  biennynge  in 
wilde  fire  /  &  peynted  &  castelled  with  papire  /  Ss 
in  semblable  waste  /  so  that  hit  is  abusion  for  to  thenke  /  [446] 
&  eke  in  the  grete  precioosnesse  of  vessel  &  curioosite 
of  mynstralcie  /  bi  the  whiche  a  man  is  stered  the  more  to 
delites  of  luxnrie  /  [447]  if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  herte 
the  lasse  on  oure  lord  Jhesa  criste  /  carteyne  it  is 
sinne  /  And  certeynely  the  delites  myghten  be  so  grete 
in  this  case  that  men  myghte  lightly  falle  bi  hem  in-to 
dedly  83rnne  //  [448]  The  espices  that  sourden  of  pride  / 
sothely  whan  thei  sourden  of  malice  ymagened  /  avised 
or  a  fore  caste  /  or  elles  of  vsage  ben  dedly  synnes  it  is 
no  doute  /  [449]  And  whan  thei  sourden  bi  freelte  vn- 
avised  sodenly  /  &  sodenly  withdrawe  ageyne  /  al  be 
thei  greuous  synnes  /  I  gesse  that  thei  ben  nought 
dedly  /  [450]  Now  myghte  men  axe  /  wherof  that  pride 
sourdeth  &  springeth  /  &  I  seie  somtyme  hii 
springetii  of  the  goodis  of  nature  /  &  somtyme  of 
the  goodis  of  fortune  /  and  somtyme  of  the  goodis  of 
grace  /  [451]  Certes  the  goodis  of  nature  /  stonden 
in  the  goodis  of  bodye  /  or  goodis  of  soule  /  [452] 
Certes  the  goodis  of  bodye  /  ben  hele  of  bodie  / 
strengths  /  delyuemesse  /  beaute  /  genterie  /  ffiranchises  / 
[453]  Coodis  of  nature  of  the  soule  /  ben  goodis  with 
sharps  vnderstondynge  /  subtile  engyne  /  yertu  natural  /  good 
memorie  /  [454]  Groodis  of  fortune  ben  richesse  / 
high  degrees  of  lordshippes  /  preisinges  of  the  peple  //  [455] 
IGoodiaofffrMt.  Goodis  of  gracs  ben  scienses  /  power  to  suffire  / 
sptri^el  travaile  /  benyngnitees  /  y^rtuous  contemplacion  / 
with-stonding  of  temptacion  /  &  semblable  thinges  / 
[456]  of  whiche  foreseide  goodis  /  certes  hit  is  a  ful  grete 
folic  a  man  to  pride  him  in  any  of  hem  alle  //  [457] 
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IToW  aa  for  to  spoke  of  godis  of  nature  /  god  wot  that 
^omtjme  we  haue  hem  in  nature  /  als  meche  to  ouie 
daniagQ  /.  as  to  oure  profite  [45B]  And  for  to  speke  of 
l^elQ  of  bpdie  /.  certe^  it.  pc^eth  ful.  light^  /  &  e^e  hit 
is  ful  offbe  enchesoi^  of  sike^esse  .of,  the  soule  /  ffor 
god  woot  the  flessh  is  a  ful  grete  enemy  to  the  soule  / 
and  therfore  the  more  the  bodie  is  hoole  /  the  more 
ben  we  in  perel  to  falle  /  [459]  Eke  for  to  pride  him  /  in 
his  strengthe  of  bodie  /  hit  is  an  highe  folye  /  ffor  certes 
the  fleeshe  coueitet&  ageine  the  spirit  /  ^and  ay  the  more 
stronge .  the  flessh  is  /  the  soriere  may  the  soule  be  / 
[460]  And  oner  al  this  /  strengthe  of  bodie  /  &  worldly 
bardinesse  /  cauaith  ful  offte  many  a  man  to  perel  & 
meschaunce.  /  [461]  Eke  for  to  pride  him  in  his 
gentrie  /  is  a  ful  grete  f olie  /  ffor  often  tyme  the  gentrie  of  the 
bodie  /  bigynneth  the  gentrie  of  the  soule  /  and  eke  we 
alle  ben  of  on  fader  &  of  on  moder  /  &  alle  we  ben 
of  00  nature  roten  &  corrapte  /  riche  &  pore  / 
[462]  ffor  sothe  a  manere  of  gentrie  it  is  to  preiso 
that  apparellith  mannes  corage  /  with  virtues  &  moralitees  / 
&  makith  him  cristes  childe  /  [463]  ffor  trusteth  wel  that 
ou^^  what  man  /  that  synne  hat&  maistrie  /  he  is  yerry 
chorle  to  synne  / 

[464]  Now  ben  ther  general  thinges  of  gentiUesse  / 
as  esche^ynge  of  vices  /  or  rebaudrie  /  &  seruage  of 
synne  /  In  worde  /  in  werke  /  &  contenaunce  /  [465]  & 
ysyng  rerta  /  curtesie  /  and  clennesse  /  &  to  be 
liberal  /  that  is  to  seie  large  bi  mesure  /  ffor  that 
that  passith  mesure  /  is  folie  &  synne  /  [466]  Another  is 
to  remembre  him  /  of  bounte  /  that  he  of  other  f olke  hatll 
receivede  /  [467]  Another  is  to  be  benigne  /  to  his  goode 
subiectes  /  wherf ore  as  seith  Seneca  /  ther  nys  nothing  more  Y 
couenabl^    to  a  man  of    high  estate  /  than  debonarte 

&  pite  /  [468]  And  there  [ no  gap  in 

the  MS.^  bees  whan  thei  chese  hem  a  kyng  /  thei  chesen 
him    that    hath    no    prikke    to    stynge   with   //    [469] 
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Another  is  a  man  to  hane  a  noble  herte  /  &  a  diligent 
to  atteyne  to  higtie  y^ues  thinges  /  [470*  aee  after  471 ; 
and  note  the  tramtpaaing  of  tlie  douses  tn  472    •    «    .     « 

•     .     •    no  ffap  in  the  MS^I 

[471]  Certes  also  who  that  prideth  him  /  in  the  goodes  of 
fortune  /  he  is  a  ful  grete  foole  /  ffor  somtyme  is  a  man  a 
fill  grete  lorde  bi  the  morowe  /  that  is  a  wiecehe 
&  a  caitiff  /  or  it  be  night  /  [*47o]  Now  c«tes 
a  man  to  pride  him  in  the  goodes  of  giaoe  /  is  eke 
outragions  folie  /  ffor  the  yifftes  of  grace  /  that  shold 
haue  turned  him  to  goodnesse  /  &  to  medicyne  /  tumelfi 
iOngorie.  him  to  Yonym  &  to  confusion  /  as  seitti  seint  Qregoiie  / 
[472]  And  somtyme  the  delites  of  man  ben  the  cause 
of  his  grete  maladie  of  whiche  he  deyeth  / 
And  somtyme  the  riches  of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  dethe  / 
[473]  Certes  the  commendacion  of  the  peple  is  som- 
tyme ful  ^8  /  &  f ul  brotel  for  to  truste  also/this  daie  thei 
preise  to  mome  thei  lakke  /  [474]  God  woote  desire  to 
^haue  commendacion  eke  of  the  peple  hath  caused  del£  to 
many  a  besy  man  /  [475]  Now  sithens  that  so  is  that  ye  haue 
vnderstonden  what  is  pride  /  &  whiche  ben  the  spices  of 
it  /  &  whence  pride  sourdetti  &  springetli 

.    ,-     Bemediam  contra  peccatum  sup^bie. 
[476] 
l^rOw  shal  ye  vnderstonde/ whic[h]ei3  theremedieayeinea 

X  1    the    synne    of    pride    and    that    is    humilite    or 

mekenesse  /  [477]  that  is  a  y^rtn  /  thorugh  whiche  a  man 

hath  verry  knewleche  of  him  silff  /  &  holditli  of  him 

silff  /  no  pris  ne  deynte  /  as  in  r^garde  of  his  desertea 

considring  eu^re  his  ireelte  //  [478]  Now  ben  ther  thre 

maners  of  humilite  /  as  humilite  in   herte  /  Another 

humilite  is    in   mouthe  /  The  thride    is    in  werkes  / 

[479]  The  humilite  in  herte  /  is  in  foure  manera  /  that 

on  is  whan  a  man  ne  holdith  him  silff  nought  wortll 

bifore  god  of  heuen  /  Another  is  whan  he  dispisitH 
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noon  other  man  /  [480]  The  thiide  is  /  that  he 
rekketii  nat  though  men  holde  him  nought  worthe  /  The 
ferthe  ib  whan  he  is  nat  soiy  /  of  his  hnmyliadon  /  [481] 
Also  the  hnmilite  of  monthe  is  in  foure  thinges  /  In 
attompre  speche  /  &  in  humhle  speche  /  and 
whan  he  biknowith  with  his  owne  mouth  that  he  is 
suche  /  as  him  thinketfe  that  he  is  in  his  herte  /  another 
is  whan  he  preisith  the  bounte  of  another  man  /  & 
no  thing  therof  amennsith  [482]  humilite  /  Eke  humilite  in 
werkes  is  in  foure  maners  /  the  firste  is  whan  he  putteth 
other  men  bifomd  him  /  the  seconde  is  /  to  chese  the 
loweete  place  oxxer  al  /  the  thrid  is  gladly  to  assente 
to  good  counsaile  /  [483]  the  fourthe  is  gladly  to  stonde  to 
the  worde  of  his  soueraignes  /  or  of  him  that  is  in  highere 
degre  than  he  /  &  this  is  a  grete  werke  of  humylite  // 

De  inaidia . 

[484] 

A  filer  pride  wol  I  speke  of  the  f oule  synne  of  envie  / 
whiche  that  is  /  as  hi  the  wordes  of  the  Philosophre 
sorowe    of   other   mannes   prosperite   /   and   after   the 
worde  of  seint  Austyne  /  hit  is  sorowe  of  other  mennes  %  auitm* 
wele  /  &  ioye  of  othe[r]  men-is  harme  /  [485]  This 

foule  synne  is  platly  ayeine  the  holy  goste  /  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8.]  yit  natholes 

for^asmeche  that  hounte  apperteyneth  properly  to  the 
holy  gost  /  And  envie  oometh  properly  of  malice  /  ther- 
f  ore  it  is  properly  ayeines  the  bounte  of  the  holy  goste  // 
[486]  Now  hath  malice  two  ^spices  /  that  is  to  seie 
hardnesse  /  A  wikkednesse  /  or  eUes  the  flesshe  of 
a  man/that  is  BO  blinde that  he  considreth  nought  that  he  is  in 

synne  /  [. no  gap  in  the  MS.]  whiche 

is  the  hardnesse  of  the  deuel  //  [487]  That  other 
spice  of  malice  is  /  whan  that  a  man  werreieth  trouth  / 
whan  that  he  woote  that  hit  is  trouth  /  &  eke  whan 
he  werreieth    the  grace  that  god   hatll  yive  /  to   his 
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neiglibour  /  and  al  this  is  bi  envie  /  [488]  Certes 
than  is  envie  the  worste  synne  that  is  /  fifor  sothelj 
alle  other  synnes  ben  sumtyme  ayoines  .0.  special 
vertu  /  [489]  but  certes  envie  is  ayeines  alle  special  vertoes/ 
&  ayeines  al  goodnesse  /  for  it  is  sory  of  al  the 
bountees  of  his  neighbour  /  And  in  this  manure  it  is 
diuerse  from  al  other  synnes  /  [490]  fTor  wel  vnnethe 
istheranyothersynne/thathitne  hath  sumdeliteinhim  sUff/ 
saue  only  envie  /  that  euer  hath  in  him  eelff  angvisshe  & 
sorowe  /  [491]  The  spices  of  envie  ben  these  /  ther  is 
first  sorowe  /  of  other  mennes  /  goodnesse  /  &  of  here  pros- 
pe/ite  /  whiche  is  kindely  matire  of  ioye  / 
than  is  envie  a  synne  ayeins  kynde  /  [492]  The 
secounde  spice  of  envie  /  is  ioye  of  other  men-is  harme  / 
&  that  is  pr<>perly  like  to  the  Deuel  /  that  euer  leioysetft 
him  of  man-is  harme  /  [493]  Of  these  two  spices  cometh 
bagbitynge  /[....  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  or  detraccion 
hath  twey  spices  /  as  thus  /  Sommo  man  preisith  his 
neighbour  /  bi  a  wikked  entente  /  [494]  for  he  makitK 
alwey  a  wikked  knotte  at  the  laste  ende  /  alwey  ho 
makith  a  butte  at  the  laste  ende  /  that  is  digne  of  mora 
blame  than  worth  is  al  the  preisinge  /  [495]  The  secounde 
spice  is  /  that  if  a  man  be  good  /  &  doth  &  seith  al 
i^S  i^  .good  entente  /  The  bagbiter  wol  tume  al  the 
goodnesse  vp  so  doun  /  to  his  shrewede  jentient^  /.  [496] 
The  thride  is  to  amennse  the  bounte  of  his  neigh- 
bour /  [497]  The  ferthe  spice  of  bagbityng  is  this  / 
That  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man  /  than  wol  the 
bakbiter  seie  "pertaj  /  suche  a  man  is  better  than  he  / 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise  /  [498]  The 
•v.  spice  is  this  /  for  to  consente  gladly  &  herkea 
the  harme  that  men  speke  .of.  ojliep  folke  /  thia 
is  fill  grete  /  &  ay  encreseifi  after  the  wikked 
entente  of  the  bakbiter  ||  [499]  Affter  bakbityng  cometft 
grucchinge  or  murmuracion  /  &  somtyme  it  springeth 
^of  inpacience  ayeines  god  /  &  somtyme  ayeines  man  / 

SELDEN   (for  Corpus  640)   (6-T.  SSS)      (?leaf»«] 


(  8IX-TEZT  629 

GROUP  L  §2.  PABS0N^8TAL&  Seidell^  foT  CoTpiis  MS.  64) 

[500]  ayeines  god  it  is  /  whan  a  man  /  grocchetfi  ayeines 
the  peyne  of  helle  /  or  ayeines  poue^iie  /  of  losse  of  catel  / 
or  ayeines  reyne  or  tempest  /  or  ellis  grucchen  for  shrewen 
.haue  prosparitd  /  or  good  men  ad- 
narsite  /  [501]  &  al  these  thinges  sholde  men  sufire 
pacienily  /  for  thei  comen  bi  the  rightful  iugement  and 
ordynannce  of  god  /  [502]  Somtyme  comets  grocching  of 
avarice  as  ludas  gracched  ayeines  the  Magdaleyne  /  whan 
she  anoynted  the  hede  of  oore  lorde  Ihesu  criste  /  with  hir 
precious  oynement  /  [503]  This  manere  murmur  is  suche  / 
as  whan  men  grocchen  of  goodnesse  /  that  hem  silff 
don  /  or  that  other  folke  don  /  of  here  owne  catal  /  [504] 
Somtyme  cometb  murmur  of  pride  /  as  whan  Symon 
the  Pharoseio  grucched  ayeines  the  Magdaleyne  /  whan 
she  approchede  to  Ihe<ra.  criste  /  &  wepte  at  his  feete  for  hir 
synnes  /  [505]  And  somtyme  hit  sourdeth  of 
envie  /  whan  men  discoueren  a  man-is  harme  /  that  was 
prine  /  or  bereth  him  on  honde  thinge  that  is  fals  //  [506] 
Murmur  is  eke  offte  amonge  s^uauntes  /  that  grucchen 
whan  here  souereynes  bidden  hem  to  don  leueful  thinges  / 
[507]  and  for  als  meche  as  thei  dar  nat  openly  ayeine  seie 
the  commaundement  of  here  souereignes  /  yit  wol  thei  seie 
harme  /  &  grucche  /  &  murmur  pnuely  for  yerry 
dispite  /  [so8]  whiche  wordes  men  clepen  the  Deuels 
Pater  noster  /  though  so  be  that  the  denel  bad 
l^euere  Pater  jkoeter  /  but  that  folke  yeve  hit  suche 
aname  //  [509]  Somtyme  hit  cometh  of  Ire  /  or 
of  pride  &  hate  /  that  norishethrankour  in  herte  /  as  afterward 
I  shal  declare  /  [510]  Than  cometh  eke  bittemesse  of 
herte  /  thorugb  whiche  bittemesse  euery  good  dede  of  his 
neighbour  /  semeth  to  him  bitter  &  vnsauerie  /  [511] 
than  cometh  discorde  /  that  vnbindeth  al  manere 
of  frendeahippe  /  Than  cometh  scomynge  of  [  •  •  •  •  Y  Mornnvi. 
no  gap  in  the  MS."]  his  neigh- 
bour /  al  do  he  neuere  so  wel  /  [512]  Than  cometH 
accusynge  as  whan  a  man  sekith  occasion  to  anoyon  his 
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neighbour  /  whiche  that  is  like  the  ciafite  of  the  deuel  / 
that  waiteth  botll  day  &  night  to  accnsen  ts  alle  // 
[513]  Than  cometh  malignite  /  thorogh  whiche  a  man  / 
^  anojeth  his  neighbour  prinely  if  he  may  /  [514]  &  if  he 
may  nat  algate  his  wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante  / 
as  for  to  bienne  his  hons  priaely  /  or  openly  /  or  alen 
his  bestes  /  and  semblable  thinges 

-      -      Bemediam  contra  peccohim  Inyidie. 

l^j  Ow  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie  ayeines  this  fonle 
X 1  synne  of  envie  /  ffirst  is  the  lone  of  god 
principal  /  And  louynge  of  his  neighbour  as  him  silff  /  ffor 
that  on  may  nat  be  withonten  that 
other  /  [516]  And  trosteth  wel  /  that  in  the  name  of  thi 
neighbotir  thow  shalt  vnderstonde  the  name  of  thi 
brother  /  ffor  certes  alle  we  hane  but  O  fader  fleashly  &  O 
moder  /  that  is  to  seine  Adam  &  Eye  /  And  eke  O  fader 
spirituel  that  Is  to  seie  god  of  heuen  /  [517]  thi 
neighbour  artow  holden  to  loue  &  willen  al 
goodnesse  /  And  therf  ore  seith  god  /  loue  thi  neighbour  as 
thi  silff  /  that  is  to  saluacion  bothe  of  bodie  A  of 
soule  /  [518]  And  more-ou^re  thow  shalt  loue  him  in 
worde  I  &  in.  benigne  amonesshing  &  chastising  / 
&  comfort  him  in  his  anoyes  /  &  pray  fot  him  with 
al  thin  herte  /  [519]  and  in  dede  thow  ehalt  loue  him 
in  suche  wise  /  that  thow  shalt  do  to  him  in  charite  / 
as  thow  woldist  hit  were  don  to  the  in  thin  owne  persone  / 
[520]  And  therf  ore  thow  ne  shalt  do  to  him  no  damage 
in  wikked  worde  /  ne  harme  in  his  bodie  /  ne  in  his  catel  / 
ne  in  his  soule  /  hi  entisinge  of  wikked  ensample  /  [521] 
thow  shalt  [not]  desire  his  wiff  /  ne  noon  of  his  thinges  / 
vnderstonde  eke  that  in  the  name  of  thi  neighbour  is  com- 
prehended his  enemy  /  [522]  Certes  a  man  shal  loue  his 
enemy  for  the  commaundement  of  god  /  &  sothly  thi 
frende  shalt  thow  loue  in  god  /  [523]  I  seie  thin 
enemy  shalt  thow  loue  for  godis  sake  /  bi  his  commaunde- 
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mont  /  ffor  if  bit  were  leson  that  man  aholde  hate  his 
enemy  /  fifor  aothe  god  wolde  nat  receive  vs  to  his  lone  / 
that  ben  his  enemyes  /  [524]  ayeines  thre  manere  of 

* 

wronges  that  bis  enemy  doth  to  him  /  he  shal  do  thre 
thinges  /  as  thus  /  [525]  ayeines  hate  &  lankonr  of  herte  / 
he  shal  lone  him  in  herte  /  ayeino  chidiTig  &  vikked 
wordes  /  he  shal  praie  for  his  enemy  /  ayeine  the  wikked 
dede  of  his  enemy  /  he  shal  don  him  bounte  //  [526]  ffor 
criste  ^seitK  /  loue  yonre  enemyes  /  &  praye  for  hem 
that  speke  yow  harme  /  &  eke  for  hem  that  yow  chasen  / 
&  pursewen  /  Ss  doth  bounte  to  hem  that  yow  haten  / 
Lo  thus  commaundel^  vs  oure  loide  Ihesji  criste  /  to  do 
to  ouie  enemyes  /  [527]  ffor  sothe  nature  drivettS  vs 
to  loue  oure  frendes  /  And  perfay  oure  enemyes  ban 
we  more  nede  to  loue  /  than  oure  frendes  /  And  thei  that 
more  nede  haue  /  certes  to  hem  sbulde  men  do  more  good* 
nesse  /  [528]  And  certes  in  thilke  dede  haue  we  remem- 
braunce  of  the  loue  of  Thesn  criste  /  that  deyed  for  his 
enemyes  /  [529]  And  for-asmeche  as  that  loue  is  the 
more  grevous  to  performe  /  so  meche  is  more 
the  grete  meiite  //  And  therfore  the  louynge  of  oure 
enemyes  hath  confounded  the  venym  of  the  Deuel  / 
[530]  ffor  right  as  the  Deuel  is  discomfited  hi  humilite  / 
Bight  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  dethe  /  hi  the  loue  of  oure 
enemyes  /  [531]  Certes  than  is  loue  the  medicyne  that 
chaseth  out  the  venym  of  envie  /  from  man-is  herte  /  [532] 
the  spices  of  this  pas  shulne  be  more  largely  declared  in  here 
cbapetles  f olowynge  / 

De  Ira. 
[533] 

A  filer  envie  wol  I  declare  the  synne  of  Ire  /  for 
sothely  who  that  hath  envie  vppon  his  neighbotir 
anoon  comunely  he  wol  fynde  him  a  matire  of 
wrathe  /  in  worde  or  in  dede  /  ayeines  him  to  whom 
he  hath  envie  //  [534]  And  as  wel  cometh  Ire  /  of  pride 
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as  of  envie  /  ffor  sothely  he  that  is  proude  or  envious  / 
is  lightly  wrothe  / 

[535]  this  sjnne  of  lie  after  the  discriyyng  of 
YAuatyM  seint  Austyne  /  Is  wikked  wil  /  to  hen  avengede  /  hi 
worde  /  or  hi  dede  /  [536]  Ire  after  the  Philosophre  /  is 
the  feruent  hlood  of  a  man  /  I-quiked  in  his  herte  /  thomgh 
whiche  he  wolde  harme  to  him  that  he  hateth  /  [537]  ffor 
certes  the  herte  of  a  man  /  hi  enchaufynge  &  mevynge  of 
his  hloode  /  wexeth  so  trouhle  /  that  he  is  out  of  al 
iugement  of  reson  /  [538]  But  ye  shul  vnderstonde 
that  Ire  is  in  two  maners  /  that  on  of  hem  is  goode  / 
that  other  is  wikked  /  [539]  The  goode  Ire  is  /  bi 
lelousie  of  goodnesse  thorugh  the  whiche  a  man  is  wiotiie  / 
with  wikkednesse  /  &  ayeins  wikkednesse  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  th[e]  wise  man  /  that  Ire  is  hett  than  pleye  /  [540} 
this  Ire  is  with  debonairte  and  hit  is  wrothe  /  with- 
outen  hittemesse  /  nought  wrot£  ^  ayeines  the  man  /  but 
VrroolA  with  the  misdede  of  the  man  /  as  seith  the 
5  Dnnid.  prophete  Dauid  /  Irascimini  &  nolite  peccare  /  [541]  ^ow 

noUtojMccanftc  vnderstohdith  that  wikked  Ire  is  in  two  maners  / 
that  is  to  seine  /  sodeyne  Ire  /  &  hastiff  Ire  withouten 
ayisement  /  &  consentyng  of  reson  /  [542]  4^e  menyng 
and  the  sens  /  of  this  is  that  the  reson  of  a  man  ne  oon- 
sente  nat  to  that  sodeyne  lie  /  &  than  is  hit  venial  / 
[543]  Another  Ire  is  ful  wikked  /  that  comets  of 
vilony  of  herte  avised  &  cast  bifome  /  with  wikked  wille 
to  do  vengeaunce  /  &  therto  his  reson  consentith  /  & 
sothely  that  is  dedly  synne  /  [544]  This  Ire  is  00  dis- 
plesaunt  to  god  /  that  hit  troublyth  his  hous  /  &  chasith  the 
holy  goste  out  of  mannys  soule  /  &  virasteth  &  di- 
stroiet^  the  likenes  of  god  /  that  is  to  seie  /  the  vertu 
that  is  in  man-is  soule  /  [545]  &  putteth  in  him  the  like- 
nes of  the  Deuel  /  &  bynemeth  the  man  from  god  that 
is  his  rightful  lord  /  [546]  This  Ire  is  a  ful  grete 
plesaunce  to  the  Deuel  /  for  hit  is  the  deuels  fumeys  / 
that  is  enchafed  with  the  fire  of  helle  /  [547]  ffor  certes 
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right  BO  as  ihe  fiie  is  more  myg&ti  to  distroje  erthely 

thinges  /  than  eny  other  element  /  Eight  so  is  Ire  myghti  to 

distroye  alle  spirituel   thinges  /  [548]  Loke  how  that 

fire  of  smale  gledes  /  that  ben  almoste  dede  vnder  asshen 

wohie  quiken   ayeihe   /   whan   thei   ben   touched  with 

brymstoiL  /  Eight  so  wol  Ire  oner  more  quiken  ayeine  / 

whan  hit  is  touched  bi  the   pride  that  is  cou^*ed  in  Tanmpiuui, 

man-is  herte  /  [549]  ffor  certeB  fire  ne  may  not  come 

out  of  nothinge  /  but  if  hit  were  first  in  the  same  thing 

naturelly  /  As  fire  is  drawe  out  of  flyntes  wil£  steett  / 

[550]  And  right  so  as  pride  is  offten  tyme  mater  of  Ire  / 

Eight  so  is  rancours  /  norice  &  keper  of  Ire  /  [551]  Ther  is 

a  manere  tre  as  seith  seint   Isodre  /  that  whan  men  %  i*idonu. 

make  fire  of  that  tre  /  &  couere  the  coles  of  hit  with 

asshen  /  sothly  the  fire  of  hit  wol  lasten  al  a  yeie  /  or  more  / 

[5 52 J  And  right  so  farith  lut  of  rancours  /  whan  he  is 

ones  conceived  in  the  hertes  of  som  men  /  certes  hit  wol 

laste    perauenture    from    on    Esterday    /    til    another 

[.    .    no  gap  in  MS.]  or  more  /  [553]  But  certe«  that  man 

is  f ul  fer  from  the  mercy  of  god  /  al  thilke  while  || 

[554]  ^^  ^this  foreseide  deuels  ffomeys  /  thei 
forgen  .iij^  shrewis  Pride  that  ay  blowith  &  encresilA 
the  fire  bi  chidinges  Ss  wikked  wordes  /  [555]  Than 
stondeth  Envie  &  holdet^  the  hote  Iren  vppon  the  herte 
of  man  /  with  a  peire  of  longe  tonges  of  longe  rancour  / 
[556]  And  than  stondeth  the  synne  of  contumelie  or 
striff  /  &  cheste  /  &  batereth  &  forgeth  bi  vileynes 
reprovynges  /  [557]  Certis  this  cursed  synne  anoyeth 
both  the  man  him-silff  /  &  eke  to  his  neighboure  / 
ffor  sothly  al-moste  al  the  harme  /  that  any  man 
doth  to  his  neighboure  /  comets  of  wrathe  /  [558]  ffor 
certis  outrageous  wratthe  doth  al  /  that  euer  the 
deuel  him  commaundith  /  fibr  he  ne  sparith  neither 
criste  /  ne  his  swete  moder  /  [559]  And  in  his  out- 
rageous anger  &  Ire  /  alias  alias  /  ful  many  on 
that     tyme     felith    in     his     herte     ful    wikkedly    / 
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botll  of  criste  /  &  of  alle  his  halowes  /  [560]  Is 
nat  this  a  ctirsed  vice  /  yis  certis  alias  /  hit  bynemeth 
from  man  his  witt  /  &  his  leson  /  &  al  his  debonayre 
liff  spirituel  /  that  shnlde  kepe  his  soiile  /  [561J 
CertM  hit  bynemetll  eke  god-is  diwe  loidshijiptf  /  Ss 
that  is  man-is  soole  /  &  the  lone  of  his  neighbouie  / 
hit  strivitb  eke  alday  ayeines  trouthe  /  hit  reuyeth  him  the 
quiete  of  his  herte  /  &  subuertethe  his  soole  / 

[563]  Off  Ire  comen  these  stinkyngd  engendnues  / 
ffiist  hate  that  is  olde  wiatthe  /  discoide  thorugh  whic& 
a  man  foisaketh  his  olde  frende  /  that  he  hath  louede  fol 
longe  //  [563]  And  than  cometh  werre  /  &  exurj 
manure  of  wronge  that  man  dot£  to  his  neighbours  in 
body  or  in  cat^  [5^4]  ^^  this  ctused  synne  of  Ire 
cometi^  eke  manslaughter  /  And  ynderstondeth  wel  that 
homycide  that  is  manslaughter  /  is  in  diuarse  wise  /  Some 
manure  of  homicide  is  spirituel  /  &  some  is  bodily  /  [565] 
Spirituel  manslaughter  is  in  .vj.  thinges  /  £Eii8t  hi 
hate  as  seith  seint  lohn  /  that  he  that  hateth  his  brother 
is  an  homicide  //  [566]  homicide  is  eke  bi  bakbi^pg  /  of 
Vhiche  bakbiters  seith  Salomon  /  that  thei  haue  two 
swerdis  with  the  whiche  thei  slen  here  neighboures  /  for 
sotMy  as  wikked  it  is  to  byneme  him  his  good  name  /  as 
his"  liff  /  [567]  Homicide  is  eke  in  yevinge  of  wikked 
consail  bi  fraude  /  as  for  to  ye^e  consail  to  ^areise 
wrongfully  custumee  &  tallages  /  [568]  of  whiche  seith 
Salomon  /  Lyoun  rorynge  /  Bere  hungry  /  ben  like  to 
cruel  lordshippes  /  in  withholdyng  or  abreggyng  of  the 
sheepe  /  orof  the  hyre/orof  the  wagesof  seruauntes  /  orellisin 
▼sure  /  or  in  withdrawynge  of  almesse  /  fro  the  pore  f olke  / 
[569]  for  which  the  wise  man  seith  /  ffedith  him  that 
almoste  deyeth  for  hungre  /  for  sothly  but  if  thow  f ede  him  / 
thow  sleest  him  /  And  alle  these  ben  dedly  Cfynnes  /  [570] 
Bodyly  manslaughter  is  whan  thow  sleest  him  with  thi 
tonge  /  in  other  manure  as  whan  thow  commaundist  to 
sle    a   man    /    or    ellis    yevist    him    consail    to    sle   a 
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man  /  [571]  Manslaughter  in  dede  is  in  .iiij.  maners  / 
that  on  is  bi  lawe  /  right  as  a  lustice  dampneth 
him  that  is  coupable  /  to  the  dethe  /  hut  lat  the  lustice 
be  war  that  he  do  hit  rightfully  /  &  that  he  do  it  nat 
for  delite  to  spille  bloode  /  but  for  keping  of  rightwis- 
nesse  /  [572]  Another  homicide  is  dofl  for 
necessite  /  as  whan  a  man  sleetb  another  in  his  def  endaunt  / 
&  that  he  ne  may  non  otherwise  escape  from  his 
owne  dett  /  [573]  but  certis  if  he  may  escape  with- 
outen  deth  of  his  aduersarie  /  &  sleeth  him 
he  doth  synne  /  &  he  shal  here  penaunce  /  as  for  dedly 
sinne  /  [574]  Eke  if  a  man  bi  caas  or  auenture  shete 
an  arowe  /  or  cast  a  stofi  /  with  the  whiche  he  sleeth  a  man 
hit  is  homicide  /  [575]  Eke  if  a  woman  bi  necligence 
ouarlithe  hir  childe  in  hir  alepinge  hit  is  homicide  & 
dedly  synne  /  [576]  Eke  whan  a  man  distourbeth  the  con* 
cepcion  of  a  childe  /  or  makel£  a  woman  bareyne 
bi  dnnkyng  of  venemous  herbes  thorugh  whiche  she  m&y 
nat  conceive  /  or  sleeth  a  childe  bi  diynkes  /  or 
ellis  putteth  certeyne  material  thinges  in  hir  secre 
place  to  sle  the  childe  /  [577]  or  ellis  doth  vnkyndly 
synne  /  bi  the  whiche  man  or  woman  shedith  there  nature 
in  manere  or  in  place  /  there  as  a  childe  ne  may  nat  be  con- 
ceived /  or  ellis  if  a  woman  haue  conceived  /  and  hurt- 
eth  hir  silff  &  sleeth  hir  childe  /  yit  is  it  homicide  / 
[578]  what  seie  we  eke  of  women  that  mordren 
there  children  for  drede  of  worldly  shame  /  certe8  an 
horrible  homicide  /  [579]  Homicide  is  eke  if  a  man  ap- 
prochettL  to  a  woman  bi  desire  ^of  lecherie  bi  the  whiche  the 
childe  is  perisshed  /  or  ellis  smyteth  a  woman  wetingly  / 
thorugh  whiche  she  lesith  hir  childe  /  alle  these  ben  homi- 
cides &  horrible  dedly  synnes  /  [580]  yit  cometh  ther  of 
Ire  many  mo  synnes  /  as  wel  in  worde  /  as  in  thought  /  & 
in  dede  /  as  he  that  arecceth  vppon  god  /  or  blamel^  god 
of  thinge  /  of  whiche  he  is  him-silff  gilty  /  or  dispisith 
god  &  alle  his  halowes  /  as  don  these  cursed  hasardours  / 
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in  dio^rse  confcres  /  [581]  this  cursed  syune  don  thei  / 
whan  thei  felen  in  here  herte  ful  wikkedly  of  god  & 
his  halowis  /  [582]  Also  whan  thei  treten  vnreuerently 
the  sacrament  of  the  auter  /  Thilke  sjmnes  ben  so  giete  / 
that  Yunethes  may  hit  ben  relessed  but  that  the  mercy  of 
god  /  passith  hi3  workes  /  hit  is  so  grete  /  &  he  so 
benygne  /  [583]  Than  cometh  of  Ire  attrie  anger  / 
whan  a  man  is  sharply  amonesshed  in  his  shiifile  to  f  or- 
lete  synne  /  [584]  than  wol  he  be  angry  and 
answere  hokerly  /  &  angerly  /  or  defende  &  excuse 
his  synne  bi  vnstedfastnesse  of  his  flesshe  /  or  eliis  he 
dide  hit  /  for  to  holde  companye  with  his  felowes  /  or 
ellis  he  scitb  the  fende  entised  him  /  [585]  or  ellis  he 
dide  hit  for  his  youthe  /  Or  ellis  his  complexion  is  so 
coragious  /  that  he  may  nat  f  orbere  /  Or  ellis  hit  is  his 
destenye  /  as  he  seith  Tn-to  a  certeyne  age  /  Or  ellis  he 
seith  hit  cometh  him  of  gentilnes  of  his  auncetres  / 
&  semblable  thinges  /  [586]  Alle  these  manere  of  folke 
so  wrappen  hem  /  in  here  synnes  /  that  thei  ne  wol  nought 
delyueren  hem-eilff  /  ffor  sothly  no  wighte  that  excusith 
him  of  his  synne  wilfully  /  may  not  be  delyu«red  of  his 
synne  /  til  that  he  mekely  biknowe  his  synne  /  [587] 
AfEter  than  cometh  sweringe  /  that  is  expresse 
ayeines  the  commaundement  of  god  /  &  this  bifallith  ofifte 
of  anger  &  of  Ire  /  [588]  God  seith  thow  shalt  not 
take  the  name  of  thi  lord  god  in  veyne  ne  in  ydel  /  Also 
f  Hathtfwe.        oure  lord  ihesa  seith  bi  the  wordes  of  seint  Mathewe  / 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  [589]  Ne  wille  ye 

nought  to  swere  in  no  manure  /  neither  bi 
heuen  for  it  is  godis  trone  /  Ne  bi  the  erthe  for  hit  is  the 
benche  of  his  feete  /  Ne  bi  lerusalem  for  it  is  the  Cite  of 
a  grete  kynge  /  Ne  bi  thin  hede  /  for  it  ^  is  nat  thin  owne  /  for 
thow  maist  nat  make  an  heere  white  ne  blak  /  [590]  but  seith 
bi  jouTQ  je  /  je  &  nay  /  nay  /  And  what  tiiat  is  more 
*  it  is  euel  /  thus  seith  criste  /  [591]  ffor  cristes  sake  ne  swerith 

nought  so  synf ully  /  in  dismembringe  of  criste  /  bi  soule 
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herte  /  bones  /  &  body  /  ffor  cartes  it  semet^  that  ye 
thenke  the  cursed  lewes  dismembred  him  nought 
I-nough  /  [  .  .  7W  gap  in  the  MS.^  but  ye  dismembren 
him  more  /  [592]  And  if  so  be  the  lawe  com- 
pelle  yow  to  swere  /  than  shul  ye  reule  yow  after  the  lawe  of 
god  in  youre  swerynge  /  As  seith  seint  lerome  in  .iiij.^^  chap-  n  lerome. 

itle  /  [ no  gap  in  the  M8!\  Thow 

shalt  kepe  .iij.  condicions  /  thow  shalt  swere  in  trouthe  / 
in  dome  j  &  in  rightwisnesse  /  [593]  this  is  to  seyne 
thow  shalt  swere  sooth  /  for  euery  lesing  is  ayeines  criste  / 
ffor  criste  in  verray  trouthe  /  And  thenke  wel  this  /  That 
euery  grete  swerer  /  nat  compelled  lawfully  to  swere  / 
the  wounde  shal  nat  depa7*te  from  his  hous  /  whiles  he 
vsith  suche  vnlawful  swerynge  /  [594]  Thou  shalt  swere 
eke  in  dome  /  whan  thow  art  constreyned  bi  the  Domes- 
man  to  wittnesse  the  trouthe  /  [595]  £ke  thou  shalt 
nat  swere  for  envie  ne  for  fauour  /  ne  for  mede  / 
but  for  trouthe  &  rightwisnesse  the  declaracion  of  hit  to 
the  wourshippe  of  god  /  &  to  helpinge  of  thin  euen 
cristen  /  [596]  And  therfore  euery  man  that 
taketh  the  name  of  god  in  ydel  /  or  falsly  swerith  with 
his  mouthe  /  or  ellis  taketh  on  him  the  name  of  criste 
to  be  called  a  cristen  man  /  &  levith  ayeins  cristes 
levynge  &  his  techinge  /  alle  thei  taken  godis  name 
in  ydel  /  [597]  Loke  eke  what  seith  seint  -  Peter  YPeira«. 
Aciuum  .ii\j^°.  ITon  est  aliud  nomen  sub  celo  /  TherMt.uu>«. 
nys  noon  other  name  seith  seint  Peter  Tnder  heuen  / 
I-youen  to  men  in  whiche  thei  mowe  be  saued  /  that  is  to 
seine  /  but  in  the  name  of  Ihe«u  criste  /  [598]  [ .     .     .    . 

no  gap  in  the  MSi]  As  seith  seint  Poule  /  1  Pauie. 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,\  that  in  the 

name  of  Thesw.  euery  kne  of  heuenly  creatures  /  or 
erthely  /  or  of  helle  shulle  bowe  /  for  hit  is  so  high 
&  so  wourshipful  /  that  the  cursed  fende  in  helle  sholde 
tremble  for  to  hire  hit  nempned  /  [599]  Than 
semeth    hit  that  men  that  sweren  so    horribly  bi   his 

SELDBN   (for  Corpus  649)   (6-T.  637) 


8IX-TKZT  638 

650  GROUP  L  §8.  PABaoN'a  TAUL  Selden,  f or  Coipiu  KB. 

hliBsed  name  /  that  the!  dii^isen  it  more  boldelj 
than  diden  the  cursed  lewes  /  or  ellis  the  deuel  that 
tremhUtb  whan  he  hjiitb  his  name  / 

[6oo]  Now  C6rtis  sithe  that  sweiinge  but  if  hit  be 
lawfully  dofi  /  is  so  hi^y  defended  /  meche  ^wois  is 
f oisweryng  falsly  /  And  yit  nedeles 

[6oi]  what  seie  ye  of  hem  /  that  deliten  hem 
in  swering  /  &  holde  hit  a  gentrie  /  (»  a  manly  dede  /  to 
swere  grete  otiies  /  And  what  of  hem  that  of  veny 
Ysage  ne  sease  nat  to  swere  grete  othes  /  al  be  the  cause 
nought  worthe  a  stiawe  /  certe^  this  is  an  horrible  synne/  [602] 
swering  sodonly  withoute  ayisement  is  eke  a 
t  ■vwynfw.  8ynne/[6o3]Kowlaty8  gotothilkehorrible&cursedswering/ 
of  adiuiacion  &  coniuradon  /  as  don  these  fake  en- 
chauntours  /  &  nigromansours  in  basins  f ul  of  water  /  or 
in  a  bright  sweide  /  in  a  cerde  /  or  in  a  fire  /  or  in  a  shelder- 
bon  of  a  shepe  /  [604]  I  can  not  seyne  but  that  th^ 
don  cursedly  /  &  dampnably  /  ayeines  criste  /  &  al  the 
feith  of  holy  chirche  / 

[605]  what  seie  we  of  hem  that  bileven  on 
diyynailles  /  as  hi  flight  or  hi  noyse  of  briddes  /  or  of 
bestes  /  or  bi  sorts  hi  nigromande  /  bi  dremes  /  bi  chirkyng 
of  doores  /  bi  gnawynge  of  rattes  /  or  crakyng  of  housus  / 
&  sudie  manure  of  wrecchednesse  /  [606]  c^rtis  al  this 
thinge  is  defended  bi  god  &  holy  chirche  /  for 
whiche  thei  ben  acursed  til  thei  come  to  amendement  / 
that  in  suche  filthe  setten  here  bileve  /  [607]  Charmee 
for  wonndes  /  of  maladie  of  men  or  of  bestes  /  if  thei 
take  any  effecte  /  hit  may  be  perauenture  /  that  god  suffiith 
hit  /  for  folks  sholde  yeve  the  more  feith  &  reu«rence  to 
his  name  / 
YLeiyngM*  [608]  Now  wol  I  speke  of  lesinges  /  whiche  gener- 

ally is  fals  signifiaunce  of  wordes  /  in  entente  to  disceiven 
his  euen  cnsten  [609]  Some  lesinge  is  of  whicher 
ther  cometh  noon  auantage  to  no  wighte  /  And  some  lesinge 
tumeth  to    the    ease  and    profite  of    a   man    /    &    to 
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damage  of  another  man  /  [6io]  Another  lesinge  is 
for  to  saue  his  lifT  /  or  his  catel  /  Another  lesing  cometh 
of  delite  for  to  lye  /  in  whiche  delite  thei  wolne  forge  a  longe 
tale  /  &  peynte  hit  with  al  circnmstannces  /  wher 
si  the  grounde  of  the  tale  is  fals  /  [6ii]  Some  lesinge 
cometh  for  he  wol  sustene  his  worde  /  Some  losing^ 
cometli  of  rechelesnesse  withouten  avisement  /  &  sem- 
blahle  thinges  / 

[612]  Late  vs  now  tonche  the  vice  of  flaterynge  /  Yflbkayiifti. 
the  whiche  necomethnat  gladly/but  fordrede/orforcouetise/ 
[613]  fflaterie  ^is  genemlly  wrongefol  preisynge  /  fiiater- 
ers  ben  the  deuelis  norices  /  that  norisshen  his  children 
with  mylke  of  losengerye  /  [614]  ffor  soth  Salomon  seith  1 8«iomoii. 
that  flaterie  is  worse  than  detraccion  /  fifor  somtyme  de- 
traccion  maketli  an  havteyne  man  /  to  be  the  more  humble  / 
for  he  dredith  detraccion  //  But  certes  flaterie  makith 
a  man  to  enhansen  his  herte  &  his  contenannce  / 
[615]  fflaterers  ben  the  deuelis  enchauntours  /  for 
thei  maken  a  man  to  wene  of  him  selfT  be  like  /  that  he 
is  nat  like  /  [616]  thei  ben  like  to  ludas  that  bitrayed 

[ 710  gap  in  the  M8,^  a  man  to  selle  bim 

to  his  enemy  /  that  is  to  the  deuel  /  [617]  fflatrers  ben 
the  deuels  Chapeleynes .  that  singen  euere  Placebo  / 
[618]  I  reken  flaterie  in  the  vice  of  Ire  /  ffor  ofilb 
tyme  if  a  man  be  wroth  with  a-nother  than  wol 
he  flatere  som  wight  to  sustene  him  in  his  quarel  / 

[619]   Speke  we  now  of  suche  cursinge  as  cometh  ^  canyng* 
out  of  Irons  herte  /  Malison  may  be  seide  generally  /  euery 
maner  powers  of  harme  /  suche  cursing  birevith  a  man  fro 
the  regno  of   god  /  As   seith   seint   Poule   [620]   that  T  Ponu. 
suche  cursinge  wrongef ully  /  retometh  oftyn  tjme  ayeine  to 
him  that  cursith  /  as  a  bridde  retometh  ayeine  to  his 
ow[ne  n]este  /  [621]   And  ouer  al  thing  men  oughte  [ms.  robb«d.i 
to  eschewe  to  curse  here  children  /  &  yeven  to  the  deuel 
there  engendrure  /  as  fer  forth  as  in  hem  is  /  cartis  hit  is 
a  grete  penile  &  a  grete  synne  // 
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irchidjvge.  [622]   Late  Y8  now  speke   of  chidjnge  &  repioche 

^hiche     ben     grete    woundes     in    man-is     herte     for 
thei  yn-flewen  the  seemes  of  frendeshipj>6  in  mennes  herte  / 
[623]    fPoi    certis    ynnethes    may  a    man    ben    plejnly 
accorded  with  him  /  that  hath  him  openly  reviled  /  Ss 
repix)ued  &  disclanndred  /  this  is  a  f ul  grysely  synne  / 
as  criste  seith  in  the  gospel  /  [624]  And  take  kepe  now 
that  he  that  reproyith  his  neighbour  /  outher  he  reprovitli 
hi7?i  hi  some  harme  of  peyne  that  he  hath  in  his  body  / 
.  As  Mesel.  Croked  harlott  /  or  bi  some  synne  that  he  dothe  // 
[625]   Now    if  he   reprove  him  bi  harme    of   peyne  / 
than  tumeth  the  repreff  to   Jhesn  criste  /  for  peyne  is 
sent  bi  the  rightwis  sonde  of  god  /  &  bi  his  sufiTe^raunce  / 
be  it  Meselrie  or  mayme  /  or  maladie .  [626]  And  if  he 
reprove  him  vncharitably  /  of  synne  /  as  thow  holonr  thow 
dronkelewe  harlott  /  &  so  fort£.  /  than  apperte3metH  that 
to   the    reioysing  of   the   deuel  /  that    euer  hath   ioye 
that  men  don  synne  /  [627]  And  c^is  chidynge  may 
not    come    but    of    a    vileyns    herte  /    ffor    after    the 

IT  ex  hftbundanda  habuudaunco  of  the  herte  speketh  the  mouthe  f  ul  offte  / 

cordis  OS  loqnitur.  r^    r^n     a      t  ii  liiiii-i-  i 

[628 J  And  ye  shul  vnderstonde  that  loke  bi  any  wey  / 
whan  any  man  shal  chastise  another  /  that  he  be  w^r 
of  chidinge  or  reproving  /  ffor  truly  but  he  be 
wer  /  he  may  ful  lightly  queken  the  fire  of  anger  &  of 
wratthe  /  whiche  that  lie  sholde  quenche  /  and  perauentuie 
sleth     him    that     he    myghte    chastise    with     benyg- 

t  Salomon.  nite  /  [629]  ffor  as  seith  Salomon  the  amyable  tonge  /  is 
the  tree  of  liff  /  that  is  to  seyne  of  liff  espirituel  /  And 
a  dislave  tonge  /  sleth  the  spirites  of  him  that 
reprovith  /  and  eke  of  him  that  is  reproved  /  [630]  Jjo 
what   seint  Austyne  seith  /  ther  is  nothing  so  like  the 

^  Paaie.  deueles  childe  as  he  that  ofiPte  chideth  /  seint  Poule  seith 

eke  /  I  s^uaunt  of  god  bihove  nought  to  chide  /  [631]  And 

m 

how  that  chiding  is  a  vileyns  thing  bitwix  al 
manure  folke  /  3it  is  hit  certis  most  vncovenable 
bitwixe  a  man  &  his  wiff  /   for  there  is  neuer  restc  / 
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And  therfoie  seith  Salomon  /  An  hous  that  is  Yncou«7*ed 

in  lajne  &  droppinge  /  &  a  cliidynge  wiff  ben  I-like 

[632]    a  man  that   is   in  a   droppinge   hous   in   many 

places  /  though  he  eschewe  the  droppinge  in  o  place  / 

yit  it  droppetb  on  him  in  a-nother  place  /  so  farith  hit  bi 

a  chidinge  wiff  /  but  she  chide  him  in  o  place  /  she 

wol  chide  him  in  another  /  [633]  And  therfore  better  is 

a  morssel  of  brede  vitti  ioye  /  than  an  hous  ful  of 

delites    with    chidinge    /    seith     Salomon    [634]    seint  Y  sidoiiion 

Poule   seith  /  0  ye  women  be  ye  subiectes  to  youie 

housbondes  /  as  bihovith  in  god  /  And  ye  men  lovith  youre 

wives  /  as  Colonisences  .iij°.  IF  Ad  coioniMo- 

[635]  Affterward  speke  we  of  scomynge  /  whiche  is  a 
wikked  synne  /  and  namely  whan  he  scomyth  a  man  for 
his  goode  workes  /  [636]  ffor  certes  suche  scomers 
faren  I-like  the  foule  toode  that  may  nat  endure  to 
smelle  the  swete  sauoure  of  the  vyne  /  whan  it 
flourith  /  [637]  ^  These  scomers  ben  partynge  felawes 
with  the  deuel  /  for  thei  haue  ioye  whan  the  deuel 
wynneth  /  &  sorowe  whan  he  leseth  /  that  is  toseyesauacion  of 
soule  /  [638]  thei  benaduersaries  to  oure  lord  ihe^u  criste  /  for 
thei  haten  that  he  loveth  /  that  is  to  seie  sauacion  of  soule  / 

[639]  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  consail  /  ffor  he  that 
wikked  consail  yeueth  is  a  traytoura  /  for  he  disceivith  V  wikked  con- 
him  that  trusteth  in  him  /  vt  Achitofel  de  Absone  / 
But  natheles  yit  la  his  wikked  counsail  first  ayens  him 
selff  /  [640]  ffor  as  seith  the  wise  man  "Euerj  fals 
levyng  man  hath  this  properte  in  him  selff  /  that  he  that 
wol  anoye  another  man  /  he  anoyeth  first  him  selff  / 
[641]  And  men  shul  vnderstonde  /  that  man  shal  nat 
take  his  counsail  of  fals  folke  /  ne  of  to  angry  folke  /  ne  of 
grevous  folke  /  ne  of  folke  that  louen  to  meche  specially  here 
owne  profite  /  ne  to  meche  wordly  folke  /  &  namely  in  con- 
saillynge  of  soules  / 

[642]  Now  Cometh  the  synne  of  hem  that  sowen  & 
makcn  discords  /  amonges  folke  /  whiche  is  a  synne  that  f  Diioord*. 
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criste  hatetM  vtterly  /  and  no  wonder  is  /  for  he  dejed 
to  make  concorde  /  [643]  &  more  shame  do  thei  to 
criste  /  than  dide  thei  that  him  crucified  /  ffor 
loueth  better  that  frendeship^  be  amonges  folke  /  than 
he  dide  his  owne  body  /  whiche  that  he  yaff  for  vnitees  / 
therfore  ben  thei  likened  to  the  Deuel  /  that  euere  is 
a-boughte  to  make  discoide  / 

[644]  Xow  cometh  the  synne  of  double  tonge  /  suche 
as  speken  faire  bifore  folke  /  &  wikkedly  be-hynde  /  or 
ellis  thei  maken  sembelaunt  /  as  though  thei  spake  of 
goode  entencion  /  or  eUe^  in  game  &  pleye  /  &  yit  thei 
speken  of  wikked  entent  / 
f  w-wrdjiige.  of       [645]  Now  cometh  biwreiynge  of  consail  /  thorugh  the 

oausaiUe . 

whiche  a  man  ia  defamed  /  certes  vnnethe  may  he  restore  the 
damages  / 

f  Manaoe  [646]  Kow  comel£  mauas  that  is  an  open  folye  /  ffor 

he  that  ofHie  manassit^  /  he  thretith  more  than  he  may 
do  f ul  oflft  tyme  / 

[647J  Kow  cometh  ydd  wordes  /  that  is  withouten 
profite  /  of  him  that  speketh  the  wordes  /  &  eke  of  him 
that  herkeneth  the  wordes  /  or  ellis  ydel  wordes  ben 
tho  that  be  nedeles  /  ^or  withouten  entente  of  naturel 
profite  /  [648]  And  al  be  hit  that  ydel  wordes  ben  som- 
tyme  venial  synne  /  yit  sholde  men  doute  hem  /  for  we 
shul  yeue  rekenynge  of  hem  /  bifome  god  / 

[649]  Now  cometh  langelynge  that  may  nat  be  with- 
outen synne  /  as  soith  Salomon  hit  is  a  signe  of  aperte 
folye  /  [650]  And  therfore  a  Philosophre  seide  /  whan 
a  man  asked  him  how  men  sholde  please  the  peple  / 
And  heanswerde  &seide/do  many  goode  workes/^spekefewe 
langelynges  / 

^lapet.  [651]  -^^^  ^^^  ^^^  cometh  the  synne  of  lapes  that 

ben  the  deuels  Apes  /  for  thei  maken  folke  to  laughe  at 
here  iaperye  /  as  folke  don  at  the  gaudes  of  an  Ape  / 
suche  iapes  defendith  seint  Poule  //  [652]  Loke  how 
that    vertuous     wordes     &     holy     /     conforten     hem 
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tliat  trayaile  in  the  sendee  of  criste  /  Eig&t  so  conforfcen 

■ 

the  vileyns  wordes  &  knakkes  of  iapeis  hem  /  that 
traTailen  in  the  sendee  of  the  deuel  /  [653]  these  hen 
the  synnes  that  comen  of  the  tonge  /  that  comen  of  Ire  / 
And  other  sjnnes  many  mo  • 


Bemediam  contra  'peccatum  Ire . 


rTlHe    remedie    ayeines    Ire  /  is    a  vertu    that   men 
J.    clepen    Mansuetude     that     is     dehonairte     /     & 
eke  another  yertu  that  men  elepen  Pacienee  /  or  ellis 
sufferaunce  / 

[655]  Dehonairte  withdrawitfi  &  Tefreynetli 
the  sterynges  &  the  mevynges  of  man-is  coiage  in  his 
herte  /  in  snche  manere  that  thei  ne  skippe  nought  out  hi 
anger  /  ne  hi  Ire  /  [656]  Suffraunce  sufEreth  swetly  alle 
the  anoysannces  /  &  the  wronges  /  that  men  don  to  a  man 
outwarde  /  [657]  seint  lerome  seith  thus  of  Dehonairte  H  i«»»m 
that  hit  doth  noon  harme  to  no  wighte  /  ne  seith  for  noon 
harme  that  men  him  don  ne  seyne  /  he  ne  eschaungeth  nat 
ayeines  his  reson  /  [658]  Hiis  vertu  cometh  somtyme  of 
nature  /  ffor  as  seith  the  Philosophre  /  a  man  is  a  quike 
thinge  hi  nature  /  dehonaire  &  tretahle  hi  goodenesse  / 
But  whan  dehonairte  is  enformed  of  grace  /  it 
is  the  more  worthe  / 

[659]  Pacienee  that  is  another  remedie  ayenst  Ire  / 
hit  IB  a  vertu  that  suffreth  swetly  euery  mannys  goodnesse  / 
&  is  nat  worthe  for  noon  harme  /  that  is  dofi  ^  vnto  him  / 
[660]  the  Philosophre  seith  that  Pacienee  is  that 
vertu  that  suffreth  dehonairly  alle  the  outrages  of 
aduersite  and  euery  wikked  worde  /  [661]  this  vertu 
maketh  a  man  I-like  to  god  &  maketh  him  his 
owne  dere  chUde  as  seith  criste  /  This  vertu  disconfiteth 
thin  enemy  /  And  therfore  seith  the  wise  man  /  If  thow 
wolt  venquysshe  thin  Enemy  leme  to  suffre  /  [662]  And 
thow  shalt  vnderstonde  /  that  a  man  suffreth  .iiy.  manere 
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of  greuaunces  in  outwaide  tbinges  /  ajeines  &e  whiche  .iiij. 
he  mote  haue  .iiij.  manure  of  pacieuces  / 

[663]  The  first  greuaimce  is  of  wikked  woidee  /thilke  gre- 
naonce  sufi&edoore  lord  ihe^u  ciiste/  withouten  gracchinge  f  nl 
pacienilj  /  whan  the  lewes  diBpiaed  him  &  repnoned  him 
ful  offte  /  [664]  sufifre  thow  therfore  pacientl^  /  ffbr  the 
wise  man  eke  seith  /  If  thow  strive  with  a  fool  /  though 
the  fool  be  wiot^  or  though  he  laughe  algate 
thow  shalt  haue  no  reste  //  [665]  That  other  gieraunce 
outwarde  is  /  to  haue  damage  of  thi  catel  /  There  ajeines 
suffred  criste  ful  paciently  /  whan  he  was  dispoyled  of  al 
that  he  hadde  in  this  liff  &  that  nas  nought  but  the  clothes  / 
[666]  The  .ig.*greuaunce  is  to  a  man  to  haue  haime  in 
his  body  /  that  suffred  criste  ful  paciently  in  al  his 
passion  /  [667]  The  ferthe  greuaunce  is  an  outiagioua 
labour  in  werkes  /  wherfore  I  seie  that  folke  that 
maken  here  s^ruauntes  to  travaile  to  grevously  or  out  of 
tyme  /  as  on  halydayes  /  sothly  thei  don  grete  synne  / 
[668]  Here  ayeines  sufficed  criste  ful  paciently  & 
taught  vs  pacience  /  whan  he  bare  yppon  his  Ueased 
shildres  the  croys  yppon  the  whiche  he  sholde  suifre 
dispitous  deth  /  [669]  Here  may  men  leme  to  be 
paciente  /  ffor  certes  nought  onely  cristen  men  ben  pacient  / 
for  the  loue  of  ih^^u  criste  &  for  guerdon  of  the  blisse 
of  heuen  /  &  of  the  blisful  liff  that  is  perdurable  /  But 
cartes  the  olde  paynemes  that  neuere  were  ciisten  oom- 
menden  &  vsen  the  vertu  of  pacience  / 

[670]  A  Philosophre  yppon  a  tyme  that  wolde  haue 
beten  his  disciple  for  his  grete  trespace  /  for  whiche  he  was 
gretly  ameved  /  &  brought  a  yerde  to  scoure  Uie 
childe  /  [671]  And  whan  the  clulde  sawe  the  yerde  /  he 
seide  to  his  maister  /  ^what  wol  ye  don  /  I  wol  bete 
the  quod  the  maister  for  thi  correccion  /  [672]  ffor  sothe 
quod  the  childe  ye  oughte  firsts  correcte  youre  silff  /  that 
haue  lost  youre  pacience  for  the  gilte  of  a  childe  / 
[673]    ffor    sothe    quod    the    maister    al    weping    thow 
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seist  sothe  /  haue  thow  the  yerde  my  dere  sone  & 
correcte  me  for  myn  unpacience  /  [674]  Off  pacience  cometti 
obedience  thorugh  the  whiche  a  man  is  obedient  to  criste  /  & 
to  alle  hem  to  whiche  he  oughte  to  be  obediente  in  criste  / 
[675]  And  vnderstonde  wel  that  obedience  is  p^rfite  / 
whan  men  doon  gladly  and  hastyly  with  good 
herte  entirely  al  that  he  shtdde  don  /  [676]  Obedience 
generally  is  to  performe  the  doctryne  of  god  /  & 
of  his  soueraignes  to  whiche  him  oughte  to  be  obeissaunt 
to  al  manure  of  rightwisneese  / 

De  accidia  • 

[677J 

Afifter  the  synnes  of  Envie  &  Ire  /  now  wol  I 
speke  of  the  synne  of  accidie  /  for  envie 
blyndeth  the  herte  of  a  man  /  And  Ire  troubleth 
a  man  /  And  accide  maketh  him  hevie  /  thoughtful  /  Ss 
wrawe  /  [678]  Envie  &  Ire  maken  bittemesse  in  herte  / 
whiche  bittemesse  is  moder  of  accidie  /  &  bynemeth  him 
the  loue  of  al  goodnesse  /  than  is  accidie  the 
anguysshe  of  a  troubled  herte  /  And  seint  Austyne  seith  /  TAuttyne. 
It  is  anoye  of  goodnesse  /  &  anoye  of  harme  /  [679]  certis 
this  is  a  dampnable  synne  /  for  it  doth  wronge  to  Ihe^a 
criste  /  in-asmeche  as  hit  bynemel^  the  seruice  that  men 
don  to  criste  with  al  diligence  /  as  seith  Salomon  /^Salomon. 
[680]  But  accide  dot&  no  suche  diligence  /  he  doth 
al  thing  with  anoy  /  &  wrawnesse  /  slaknesse 
&  excusacion  /  &  with  ydulnesse  &  vnlust  /  flfor 
whiche  the  booke  seith  /  Acursed  be  he  that  doth  the 
seruice  of  god  necligently  /  [681]  than  is  accidie 
Enemy  to  euery  estate  of  man  /  ffor  c^/tis  thestate  of 
man  is  in  .iij.  maners  /  [682]  The  first  estate  is  the  estate  of 
Innocencie  as  was  thestate  of  Adam  bifore  or  he  fel  in-to 
synne  /  in  whiche  estate  he  was  holden  to  werche  /  as  in 
heriyng  &  honouryng  of  god  /  [683]  Another  estate 
is  the  estate  of  synful  men  /  in  whiche  estate  men  ben  holden 
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to  labome  /  in  praiyng  to  god  for  amendement  of  heie 
synnes  /  &  that  he  wol  graunte  hem  to  arise  out  of  here 
^sjnnes  /  [684]  Another  estate  is  thestate  of  grace/  in 
whiche  estate  he  is  holde  to  do  workes  of  penattnce  /  & 
certia  to  alle  these  thinges  is  accidie  enemy  &  con- 
trarie  /  for  he  loueth  no  besjnesse  at  al  /  [685]  Kow 
certis  this  foule  synne  accidie  is  eke  a  ful  grete  enemy 
to  the  liflode  of  the  body  /  for  it  hath  no  purriamice 
ayeines  temporel  necessite  /  for  hit  is  for 
slouthed  /  for  slougged  &  distroyed  alle  goodes  temporelles  hi 
rechelesnesse  / 

[686]  The  fourthe  thing  is  /  that  accide  is  like  hem 
that  ben  in  the  peyne  of  helle  /  bicause  of  here  sloaihe  / 
&  of  here  hevynesse  /  ffor  thei  that  ben  dampned  hen 
80  bonnde  /  that  thei  ne  mow  nat  wel  do  /  ne  wd 
thenke  /  [687]  Off  accide  cometb  first  /  that  a  man  is 
anoyed  /  &  encombred  to  do  any  goodnesse  /  & 
maketh  that  god  hat&  abhomynacion  of  suehe 
accide  as  seitKl  seint  lohn)  / 

[688]  "Now  Cometh  sloutb  that  wol  nat  sa£Ere  noon 
hardenesse  /  ne  no  penannce  /  ffor  sot&  slonth  is  so 
tender  &  so  delicate  /  as  seit^  Salomon  that  he  wol 
suf&e  noon  hardnesse  ne  penaunce  /  And  therfore  he 
shendith  al  that  he  doth  [689]  ayeines  his  roten 
herted  synne  of  accide  /  And  slouth  sholde  men 
excersise  &  yse  hem  selff  to  don  good  workes  &  manly  / 
&  y^uonsly  cacchen  corage  wel  to  don  /  thenk- 
yng  that  oure  lord  ihegvi  criste  qniteth  exierj  goode 
dede  /  be  it  neuere  so  lite  /  [690]  Tsage  of  labour  is  a 
grete  thing  /  ffor  hit  maketh  as  seith  seint  Bernardo  /  the 
laborer  to  haae  stronge  armes  /  &  harde  senowes  /  & 
slouth  maketh  a  man  feble  &  tendre  /  [691]  Than  cometll 
drede  to  bigynne  any  goode  workes  /  ffor 
cartes  he  that  is  enclyned  to  synne  him  thenketh  it 
is  so  grete  an  emprise  /  for  to  yndertake  to  do  workes 
of  goodnesse  /  [692]  and  castet^  in  his  herte  that  the 
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circimstaunces  of  goodnesse  ben  so  grevous  &  so 
chargeable  for  to  siififre  /  that  be  dar  nat  vndertake  to 
don  workes  of  goodnesse  /  as  seith  seint  Gregorie  / 

[693]  I^ow  cometb  wanhope  /  that  is  dispeire  of  the  Tw«nhop«. 
mercy  of  god  /  that  cometh  somtyme  of  to  meche  out- 
lagious  sorow  /  And  somtyme  of  to  meche  drede  /  ymagen- 
yng6  ^  that  he  h&A  don  so  meche  synne  /  that  hit  ivold 
nat  availe  him  /  though  he  wolde  repent  him  /  & 
for  sake  synne  &  do  good  /  [694]  thorugh  whiche  dispeire  or 
drede/he  habundith  his  herte  to  enery  man67*e  synne/as  seith 
seint  Anstyne  /  [695]  whiche  dampnable  synne  if 
it  contenue  yn-to  his  ende  /  hit  is  cleped  synnynge  in  the 
holy  gost  /  [696]  this  orrible  synne  is  so  perilous  / 
that  he  that  is  dispeired  ther  is  no  felonye  ne  no  synne 
that  he  douteth  for  to  do  /  as  shewed  wel  bi  ludas  / 
[697]  Certes  abouen  alle  synnes  /  than  is  this  synne 
most  displesaunce  to  crist  /  &  most  aduersarie  [698] 
to  god  /  sothly  he  that  dispeirith  him  /  is  like  the  cowarde 
Champion  recreant  /  &  seith  creant  withouten  nede  / 
Alias  alias  nedeles  is  he  recreant  / 
Ss  nedeles  dispeired  /  [699]  £for  certes  the  mercy  of  god  is 
€uere  redy  to  the  penitente  /  &  is  above  alle  his  workes  / 
[700]  Alias  can  nat  a  man  bi-thinke  him  on  the  gospel 
of  seint  Luke .  xv"**.  where  as  criste  seith  /  That  as  wel  shal  T  loet  jEn». 
ther  be  loye  in  heuen  yppon  a  sinful  man  /  that  doth 
penaunce  /  than  yppon  nynety  &  nyne.  that 
[.  .  »  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  nedith  no  penaunce  /  [701] 
loke  ferthermore  in  the  gospel  /  the  loye  &  the 
f este  of  the  goodman  that  had  lost  his  sone  /  whan 
his  sone  with  repentaunce  was  retoumed  to  his  fader  / 
[702]  Can  thei  nought  remembre  hem  that  as  seith 
seint  luke .  xi^ ®.  Capitulo  /  how  that  the  theff  seide  that  was  Y  ivm  .ziu*.  c>. 
honged  bi-side  iheeu  cristes  side  /  lord  remembre  on  me  whan 
thow  comest  vn-to  thi  kingdoms  /  [703]  ffor  sothe  seide 
criste  /  to  day  thow  shalt  be  with  me  in 
Paradise  [704]  Certes  ther  is  noon  so  orrible  synne  of 
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man  /  that  it  ne  may  in  his  liff  be  distroyed  bi  penaunce  / 
thorugfi  T^rtu  of  the  passion  &  the  dethe  of  criste  / 
[705]  Alias  what  nedith  a  man  than  to  be  diBpeired  / 
sithen  that  his  mercy  so  ledy  is  /  &  so  large  /  Aske  &  haue  / 

V  KMnpiioieiicia    [706]     Than     Cometh     sompnolence     that     is     sloggj 

slombrynge  /  whiche  maketh  a  man  hevy  &  dul  in 
body  /  &  in  soule  /  &  this  synne  cometh  of  slouthe  / 
[707]  And  certes  the  tyme  that  ^bi  wey  of  leson  men 
sholde  nought  slepe  bi  the  morowe  but  if  ther  were 
cause  lesonable  /  [708]  ffor  sothely  on  the  morowe  tide  is 
most  couenable  a  man  to  seie  his  prayeres  /  &  for 
to  thenke  on  god  /  &  for  to  honoure  god  /  &  to 
yeve  almes  to  the  pore  that  first  comen  in  the  name 
of  criste  /  [709]  Lo  whath  seith  Salomon  who  so  wol 
bi    the    morowe   awake    &    seke    me  /  he  shal   fynde 

^MoiigeiiM  me  /  [710]  Than  cometh  necligence  or  rechelesnesse  / 
that  recketh  of  nothinge  /  And  how  that  ignoraunce  is  the 
moder  of  al  thing  /that  toucheth  harme/Gertes  necligence  is  the 
norice  /  [711]  necligence  doth  no  force  whan  he  shal  do 
a  thinge  /  whether  he  do  it  wel  or  badly  / 

[712]  Off  remedy  of  these  two  synnes  /  as  seith 
the  wise  man  /  That  he  that  dreditib  god  /  spareth  not 
to  don  /  that  him  oughte  to  dofi  /  [713]  &  he  that  louet]l 
god  /  he  wol  do  diligence  to  please  god  /  bi  his  workes  / 
and  habunden  him  selff  with  al  his  myghte  wel  for  to  don  / 

Y7dein«iM.  [714]  Than  Cometh  ydelnesse  /  that  is  the  yate  of  al 
harme  /  An  ydel  man  is  like  to  a  place  that  hath  no 
walles  /  there  As  deuels  may  entren  bi  euery  side  /  or  shete 
at  him  at  discouert  bi  temptacion  on  euery  side  / 
[715]  this  ydelnes  is  the  Thorroke  of  alle  wikked  & 
yileynes  thoaghtes  /  &  of  alle  langhs  /  triflis  /  &  of 
al  ordure  /  [716]  Certes  the  heuen  is  yeven  to  hem  that 

Y  Danid  wol  labouTc  &  nought  to  ydel  f olke  /  Eke  Dauid  seith  / 

thei  ne  be  nat  in  the  laboure  of  men  /  ne  thei  ne  shal 
nat  be  whippede  with  men  /  that  is  to  seie  in  purgarie  / 
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[717]  Cert«9  than  semetfi  hit  that  thei  shul  be  turmented  / 
with  the  deuel  in  helle  /  but  if  thei  don  penitence  / 

[718]  Than  cometh  the  synne  that  men  clepen 
tarditas  /  as  whan  a  man  is  to  latrede  or  to  taiiyng  /  or  Y  twditas 
he  wol  tnrne  to  god  /  &  ceriia  that  is  a  grete  folye  / 
he  is  like  him  that  fallith  in  the  diche  &  wol  nought 
arise  /  [719]  as  this  vice  cometh  of  fals  hope  that 
he  thenketh  that  he  shal  leve  longe  /  bu[t]  that  hope 
failith  f  ul  offte  / 

[720]  Than  cometh  laches  that  is  he  /  that  whan  he  Yi'^^hM. 
bigynneth  any  goode  werke  /  a-non  he  wol  forlete  it  & 
stynte  /  as  don  thei  that  haue  any  wight  ^to  gou6me  / 
&  ne  taken  of  him  no  more  kepe  /  anoon  as  thei  fynde 
any  contrarie  or  any  anoye  /  [721]  these  ben  the  newe 
shepperdes    that    laten   here  shepe  renne  weti[n]gly   to 
the  wolff  that  is  in  the  breres  /  or  don  no  force  of  here  owne 
gouernaunce  /  [7  2  3]  Of  this  cometh  pouerte  /  and  distruccion 
bothe  of  spiiituel  &  of  temporel  thinges  /  Than  cometh 
a  manure  of  coldnesse  /  that  f  resith  at  the  herte  of  man  /  ^  ooidenene . 
[723]  Than  cometh  vndevocion/thorugh  the  whiche  a  man  is  %  rndevocion 
blente  /  as  seith  seint  Bemaide  and  suche  langour  ini|B«rnaid. 
soule  /  that  he  ne  may  neither  rede  ne  synge/in  holy  chirche  / 
ne  hire  ne  thenke   of   no  deuocion  /  ne  travaile  with 
his  hondes  in  no  goode  workes  /  that  hit  nys  to  him  ynsaverie  / 
&  al  appalled  /  [724]  than  wexeth  he  sore  &  slowe  & 
slombri  &  soone  wol  be  wrothe  /  &  soone  is  he  enclyned 
to   hate  &  to  envie   [725]   Than   cometh  the  synne  of 
wordly  sorowe  /  whiche  that  is  cleped  tristicia  /  that  sleth  t  sorow. 
a  man  as  seint  Ponle  /  [726]  ffor  c^rtis  suche  sorowe  f  Poai« 
wercheth  to  the  dethe  of  the  soule  &  of  the  bodie  also  / 
fforther  ouere  than  cometh  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his  owneliff/ 
[727]  wherfore  suche  sorowe  shorteth  ful  offte  the  liff  of 
men  /  or  that  here  tyme  come  bi  wey  of  kynde  / 
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[728] 


Bemediam  contra  'peccatuvi  Accidie . 


A' 


geyns    this    orrible    synne    of    accidie    /    &    the 
branches  of  the  same  /  ther  is  a  veitu  that  is  cleped 

Ttfortitudo.,  ffortitudo  /  or  strengthe  /  that  is  an  affeccion  thorugh 
whiche  /  a  man  dispisith  al  maner  of  noyous  thinges/  [729]  this 
'  YertM  is  so  myghti  &  so  yigorous  /  that  hit  dar  withstonde 
myghtily  &  wisely  kepe  him  selff  from  perellis  that  ben 
wikked  /  and  wrestle  ayeines  the  assavte  of  the  deuel  / 
[730]  ffor  hit  enhaimseth  &  enfoiseth  the  soule  /  right  as 

Y  flbrutado.  accidie  abateth  hit  /  &  makith  hit  feble  /  for  this  ffortitudo 
may  endure  bi  longe  sufEraunce  /  the  travailes  that  ben 
couenable  / 

[731]  this  Yeriu.  hath  many  spices  [.  .  no  gap  in  MS,] 
Thefirstis  cleped/Magnanymyte/thatistoseie  'gretecorage/ 
ffor  c^is  ther  bihoueth  grete  corage  ayeines  accidie  /  lest 
that  hit  swolowe  the  soule  /  bi  the  synne  of  sorowe  /  or 
distroye  hit  bi  wanhope  /  [732]  this  yertu  maketh 
folks  to  undertake  harde  thinges  /  &  greTous 
bi  here  owne  wille  /  wisely  &  resonably  /  [733]  And  for- 
asmeche  as  the  deuel  fitel£  ayeines  man  /  more  bi 
queyntise  &  bi  slights  /  than  bi  strengthe  /  therfoi'  a  man 
sholde  withnstonde  him  /  bi  witt  /  <&  bi  reson  &  with  dis- 

YffldMipM.  cression  /  [734]  Than  ben  ther  the  yertues  of  feith  /  & 
hope  in  god  /  &  in  his  seintes  /  to  atcheuen  &  accomplisshe 
goode  werkes  /  in  the  whiche  he    purposeth  fermely 

YSMoritai  to  contenue  /  [735]  Than  comets  surete  or  sekemesse  / 
&  that  is  /  whan  a  man  ne  douteth  nat  to  trayaile  in  tyme 
comyng  to  performe  the  grete  workes  of  goodnesse  /  that  he 

IT  Magnifleencu  hath  bigonne/  [736]  Thancometh  magnificence/ that  is  toseie/ 
whan  a  man  doth  &  p^rformeth  grete  werkes  / 
&  that  is  the  ende  /  whi  that  men  sholde  do  goode 
werkes  /  for  in  the  accomplisslmig  of  grete  &  goode 
werkes  lithe  the  grete  guerdoun  /  [737]  Than  is  ther 

\  constandm.  Constaunco  /  that  is  stablenesse  /  of  corage  /  &  this  sholde 
be      in      herte      /      bi     stedefast      feith     /     &     in 

SELDBN   (for  Corpus   662)   (6-T.  66))      Pleaf»S.baek] 


8IZ-TBXT  651 

eROUF  L  §  8.  fabson's  tale.  Beldex^  for  Corpiu  MS.  663 

the  moovthe  /  &  in  berynge  /  in  chere  /  &  in  dede  /  [738]  Eke 
ther  ben  mo  special  thinges  /  &  lemedies  /  ageyns  accidie  in 
diuerse  weTkes/&  in  conflideiacionof  peynes  of  helle/&of  the 
ioyes  of  heuen  /  &  in  the  troste  of  the  grace  of  the  holy 
goete  /  that  wol  yeve  him  myght  to  perfonne  his  goode 
entente  / 

De  Anaricia . 

[73^ 

AfEter  accidie  wol  I  speke  of  avarice  /  &  of 
couetise  /  of  the  whiche  synne  /  as  seith  seint  Ponle  / 
that  the  rote  of  alle  synnes  is  couetise  /  Ad 
Tymotheum  .yj.^  [74o]  ^ot  sothely  whan  the  herte  of  a 
man  is  confounded  in  hit  selfT  /  &  troubled  /  and  that  the 
soule  hath  loste  the  comforte  of  god  /  than  seketh  he  an 
ydel  solace  of  wordly  thinges  / 

[741]  Avarice  aft^  the  discripcion  of  seint  Augustyne  /  T  AnsfyiM. 
Is  a  likerousnesse  in  herte  to  haue  erthely  thinges  / 
[742]  Somme  other  folke  seie  /  ^that  auarice  is  /  for  to 
purchase  many  erthely  thinges  /  &  nothing  yeve 
to  hem  that  haue  nede  /  [743]  And  vnderstondith  wel  that 
auarice  nys  nat  onely  in  londe  ne  in  catel  /  but  som* 
tyme  in  science  /  and  in  glorie  /  &in  euery  manure  of 
outragious  thinges  /  is  auarice  &  couetise  /  [744]  And 
the  difference  bitwize  auarice  &  couetise  is  this  / 
Couetise  is  for  to  coueite  suche  thinges  as  thow 
hast  nought  /  And  auarice  is  to  withholde  &  kepe  /  suche 
thinges  as  thow  hast  withouten  rightful  nede  /  [745]  sothely 
this  auarice  is  a  synne  that  is  f ul  dampnable  /  ffor  al  holy 
writt  curseth  hit  /  &  speketh  ayeines  that  vice  /  ffor  it  dothe 
wronge  to  Thesu,  criste  /  [746]  for  it  bireueth  him  the  loue 
that  men  to  him  owen  /  and  tumeth  hit  bakwarde  ayeines 
al  reson  /  [747]  &  maketh  that  the  auericious  man  / 
hath  more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Ihe^u  criste  /  & 
doth  more  obseruaunce  in  keping  of  his  tresoui*  /  than 
he  dot&  to  the  saruice  of  ihega  criste  [748]  And  theifore  seitK 
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%  Poole  seint  Patde  /  Ad  £pliecio8  /  t.^  that  an  auaiions  man  is 

thral  to  ydolatrie  / 

[749]  what  difference  is  bitwize  an  ydolaatre  /  & 
an  anaions  man  /  But  that  an  ydolastie  perauentnre 
ne  hath  but  oon  maTmet  or  two  /  And  the  anarons  man 
hat&  many  /  ffor  certiseu^Tyfloreyne  ornoblein  hia  cofre  is  his 
Mavmet  /  [750]  And  certia  the  synne  of  Maymetrie  is 
the  first  thing  /  that  god  defendith  in  the  ten  commaund- 

Y  Ezodi  c*.  ementes  /  as  beiith  witnesse  in  Exodi  c®  (blank)  [75 1]  thow 
shalt  haue  no  feJs  godis  /  bifore  me  /  ne  thow  shalt  make 
to  the  no  grare  thinge  /  thus  is  than  an  anarons  man  that 
loneth  his  tresoui'  hifome  god  /  An  ydokstie  [752]  thorogh 
his  synne  of  avatiee  /  &  of  conetise  /  comen  these 
harde  lord-shippes  /  thorugh  whiche  men  ben  distroyed  / 
hi  tallages  Cnstomes  &  cariagoe  /  more  than  here 
duete  or  reson  is  /  and  eke  take  thei  /  of  here  bonde- 
men  amersementes  /  whiche  myghte  more  resonably  be 
^deped  extordons  than  m^rcymentes  /  [753]  of  whic[h]e 
mercimentee  &  raunsona  of  bondemen  /  some 
lordis  Stewafdee  seyne  that  hit  is  rightful  /  f ofasmeche  as 
a  Cherle  hath  no  temporel  thing/  that  hit  ne  is  here  lordes 
as  thei  seie  /  [754]  But  oertis  thes  lordes  don 
wronge  /  that  thei  bireve  here  bonde  folke  thinges  /  that  thei 

IT  AoitTne  neu^ga£Fhem/Augusti[n]t»deGiuitatedeilibronono/  [755] 
sothe  is  that  the  oondicion  of  thraldom  /  &  the  first 

YGcnMifqiiiiito  cause  of  thraldom  is  for  synne  /  Genesis  quinto  / 

[756]  thus  may  ye  se  that  the  gilte  deservith 
thraldom  /  but  nat  nature  /  [757]  wheifoie  these  lordes 
ne  shulde  nat  meche  glonfie  hem  in  here  lord-shippes  / 
sithen  that  hi  naturel  condicion  thei  ben  lordis  oner 
thrallis  /  but  for  that  /  that  thraldom  cam  first  hi  des^te  of 
synne  /  [75S]  And  farther  ou^  there  as  the  lawe  seit&  / 
that  temporal  goodes  of  bonde  folke  /  ben  the  goodes 
of  here  lordshippes  /  ye  that  is  to  vnderstonde  /  the  goodes 
of  the  Emp^our*  to  defenden  hem  in  here  right  /  but  nat 
for  to  robben  hem  ne  reyen  hem  /  [759]  ATid  therfoi* 
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seith  Seneca  /  Thi  prudence  aholde  leve  benygnely  withirsraMa. 
thi  thrallis  /  [760]  thei  that  thow  depest  thi  tbrallis  / 
ben  godis  peple  /  ffor  hmnble  folke  ben  cristes  frendes  / 
thei  ben  contubemyal  witK  the  lorde  / 

[761]  Thenke  eke  that  of  suche  seede  as  Cherlee 
springen  /  of  suche  seede  spiingen  lordes  /  as  wel  may 
the  Cherle  be  saued  /  as  the  lorde  /  [762]  The  same  dethe  that 
takeththe  Cherle  /  the  same  dethe  takith  the  lorde /wherf ore  £ 
rede  do  right  so  with  thi  cherle  /  as  thow  woldest 
thi  lord  dide  with  the  /  if  thow  were  in  his  plighte  / 
[763]  Enery  sinful  man  is  a  cherle  to  synne  /  I  rede  tcootiuum. 
the  lorde  thow  werche  in  snche  wise  /  that 
thi  cherles  rather  loue  the  than  drede  the  /  [764] 
I  wot  wel  ther  is  degre  /  aboue  degre  /  as  reson 
is/&skele  that  if  that  men  don  here  devoyre  there  as  hit  is  due// 
But  certes  eztorcions  &  dispites  of  youre  vnder^lynges  is 
dampnable  / 

[765]  and  therfore  Tnder-stondith  wel  /  that 
conquerou[r]s  or  tirauntes  maken  ful  offt  thraUes  of 
hem  that  ben  borne  /  of  as  roial  blood  /  as  ben  thei  that 
hem  conqueren  /  [766]  This  name  of  thraldom  was 
neuere  erst  couthe  /  til  that  Noje  seide  /  that  his  sone 
Cayme  shulde  be  thral  to  his  brother  for  his  synne  /  f  cajin«  enm  or 
[767]  what  seie  we  than  of  hem  that  pelyn  &  don 
extorcions  to  holy  chiiche  /  Certes  the  swerde  that 
men  yeyen  first  to  a  knyght  whan  he  is  newe  dubbed  / 
signefieth  that  he  sholde  defende  holy  chirche  /  & 
nought  robbe  it  I  &  who  so  doth  is  traitour 
to  criste  /  [768]  as  seith  seint  Austyne  /  thei  ben  YAnttyna. 
deuels  wolvis  that  strangelyn  the  shepe  of  ihe«u 
criste  /  &  don  worse  than  wolves  /  [769]  ffor  sothly 
whan  the  wolff  hath  ful  his  wombe  /  he  stinteth  to 
strangelyn  shepe  /  but  sothely  the  pilours  &  the  distroy- 
ours  of  holy  chirche  goodes  ne  don  nat  so  /  for  thei  ne 
stinte  neuer  to  pilen  /  [770]  Now  as  I  haue  seide  /  sithen  so 
iB  that  sinne  was  first  cause  of  thraldom  /  than  is  it 
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thus  /  that  thilke  tjme  that  al  the  world  was  in  synne  / 
than  was  al  the  worlds  in  thraldom  &  suhieccioh)  / 
[771]  But  certis  sithen  the  tyme  of  grace  cam  /  god 
ordeyned  /  that  some  folke  shold  be  more  high  in  estate 
&  degre  /  than  some  /  and  some  folke  more  lowe  /  And  that 
eueryche  sholde  be  serued  in  his  estate  /  &  in  his  degre  / 
[772]  And  therfore  in  some  contrees  there  they  ben 
thrallis  /  whan  thei  haue  turned  hem  to  the  feitK  /  thei  maken 
here  thralles  free  /  out  of  thraldom  /  And  therfore  certis 
the  lord  owit£  to  his  man  /  that  the  man  owith  to 
his  lorde  /  [773]   The  Pope  clepeth  him  silff  seruaunt 

n  smiusimio-  of  the  s^Tuauntes  of  god  /  But  foivasmeche  as  the  estate  of 
holy  chirche  /  ne  myghte  nat  haue  be  kept  /  ne  the  comen 
profite  ne  myght  nat  haue  be  kept  ne  pees  ne  reste  /  in 
erthe  /  but  if  god  had  ordeyned  that  some  men  hadde 
higher  degre  /  &  some  men  lower'  /  [774]  And  therfore  was 
souereynte  ordeyned  /  to  kepe  and  mayntene  /  &  de- 
fende  here  ynderlinges  /  &  here  subHectes  in  reson  /  as  fer- 
forthe  as  it  lith  in  here  powere  /  and  nat  to  distroye  hem  / 
ne  confounde  /  [775]  wherfore  I  seie  /  that  suche  loides 
as  ben  like  wolves  /  that  devoured  the  possessions  or 
the  catel  of  pore  folke  wrongefully  withouten  mercy  or 
mesure  /  [776]  thei  shullen  resceiven  hi  the  same  mesure  / 
that  thei  haue  mesured  to  pore  folke  /  the  mercy  of  Ihe^u 

H  Diioeite.  cristc  /  but  if  hit  be  amended  /  [777]  Now  comei^  disoeite 
bitu[i]xe  marchount  &  marchaunt  /  And  thow  shalt  vnder- 
stonde  that  marchaundise  is  in  many  maners  /  that  oon 
is  bodily  &  that  other  is  gostly  /  that  oon  is 
leful  &  honest  /  that  othare  is  diahoneste  &  vuleful  / 
[778]  Of  thilke  bodyly  marchaundise  that  is  leful  & 
honest  is  this  /  that  there  as  god  hath  ordeyned  /  that  a 
Eegne  or  a  contre  is  sufficiaunt  to  him  silff  /  than  it  is 
honest  <&  leful  /  that  of  the  abundaunce  of  this  contre  / 
that  men  helpe  another  contre  that  is  more  nedye  / 
[779]  And  therfore  ther  mote  be  marchauntes  to 
bringe  from  that  oon  contre  /  to  that  others  /  here  march- 
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atindise  /  [780]  That  other  marchaundise  is  that  /  that  men 

haunts  with  fraude  /   &  trecherie  /  &  disceite  /  with 

lesingea   /   &    fals  othes  /   is  cuised    &  dampnable    / 

[781]    Espirituel  marchaundise  is    properly   Symonye   / 

that  is  ententiff  desiie  to  bye  thinge  espirituel  /  that  is 

thinge  that  app^rteyneth  to  the  seintuarie  of  god  /  <fe  to 

the  cure  of  soule  /  [782]  This  desire  if  it  so  he  /  that  a 

man  do  his  diligence  to  perf  orme  hit  /  al  he  it  though  his 

desire  me  take  noon  effecte  /  yit  is  it  to  him  a  dedly 

synne  /  &  if  be  ordrede  he  is  irregulere  /  [783]  Certis 

Symonye  is  cleped  of  Symon  Magus  /  that  wolde  haue  Y  symon  Magw 

boughtwith  the  temporal  catel  /  the  yifitthat  god  hadde  yeuen 

bi  the  holy  gost  /  to  seint  Peter  /  &  to  thappostles  / 

[784]   And  therfore  vnderstondith  /  that  both  he  that 

sellith     &     he    that     bieth    thinges    espirituels     ben 

cleped  symonyals  /  be  hit  bi  catel  be  hit  bi  procuryng  / 

or  bi  fless&ly  praiere  /  of  his  frendes  /  or  of  his  spm^el 

frendes  /  [785]  '  flesshely  frendes  /  in  two  maners  /  as  bi 

kynrede  /  or  as  bi  other  frendes  /  or  of  spm^el  frendes  / 

Sothely  if  thei  praie  for  him  that  is  nat  able  /  &  worthi  it 

is  symonye  /  iff  he  take  that  benefice  /  &  if  he  be  worthi  & 

able  hit  nys  noon  /  [786]  The  other  manure  is  whan  a  man 

or  a  woman  praie  for  folke  to  avaunce  hem  /  onely  for 

wikked  flesshely  affeccion  /  that  thei  haue  vn-to  the  persones/ 

&  that  is  in  soule  Symonye  /  [787]  but  certes  in  s^ruices 

for  whiche  men    yeven    thinges   esptri^els  yn>to    here 

seruauntes  /  hit  mot  ben  ynderstonde  /  that  the  sendee 

mot  be  honeste  /  &  elles  nat  /  And  eke  that  hit  be 

withouten  baiganynge  /  &  that  the  p^rsone  be  able  / 

[788]  ffor  as  seith  seint  Damasie  /  Alle  the  synnes  of  the  Y  ■DtamOB 

worlde  /  atthe  regarde  of  this  sinne  /  ben  as  thinge  of  nought  / 

ffor  it  is  the  grettest  sinne  that  may  be  /  aft^  the  sinne 

of  Lucifer  &  of  Antecriste  /  [789]  ffor  bi  this  sinne  god 

forlesith  the  ehirche  &  the  soule  /  that  he  boughte  with 

his  precious  bloode  /  bi  hem  that  yeuen  chirches  to  hem 

that  ben  nat  digne  /  [790]  ffor  thei  putten  in  theves  that 
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stelen  the  soTile  of  Thesii  cnste  /  &  distrojen  his  patiy- 
moigne  /  [791]  By  sache  vndigne  prestos  /  &  cnxat^^ 
haue  men  the  lasse  len^rence  of  the  saciamentes  of 
holy  chirche  /  And  suche  yeuers  of  chirches  pntten  oat 
the  childeme  of  criste  /  &  putten  in-to  the  chirche  the 
deaels  owne  sones  /  [792]  thei  sellen  the  soules  / 
the  lomhes  thei  kepen  to  the  woIff  that  strangeli^ 
hem  /  and  therfore  shnl  thei  neuar  hane  parte 
of  the  pasture  of  the  lomhes  /  that  is  in  the  blisse  of 
henen  /  [793]  Now  cometh  hasaidrie  /  mt&  his  appnr- 
tenaonce  /  as  tahles  /  Eavfles  /  of  whiche  comen  disceite  / 
&  flas  othes  /  Chidinges  /  &  al  ra^ynges  /  hlasphemynge  / 
&  reuyynge  of  god  /  &  hate  of  his  neighhouis  /  waslynge 
of  goodes  /  misspendynge  of  tyme  /  &  somtyme  man- 
slaughter /  [794]  Certis  hasardoors  ne  mowe  noa^t  be 
withouten  gretesynne/ whiles  thei  hauntenthatcrafEte/[795] 
Off  Avarice  cornel^  eke  lesinges  /  thefft  /  fals  vitnesse '  ffals 
othes/  and  ye  shul  vnderstonde  /  that  these  ben  grete  synnes  / 
Ss  expresse  ayeines  the  commaundeme^ztes  of  god  as  I  hane 
seide  /  [796]  ffak  witnesse  is  in  worde  &  in  dede  eke  / 
In  worde  /  as  for  to  bireve  thi  neighbowns  good  name  / 
bi  thi  fals  wittnesse  /  or  bireve  him  his  catel  /  or  his 
heritage  bi  thi  fals  wittnessinge  /  whan  thow  for  Ire  /  or 
for  mede  /  or  for  envie  /  berest  fals  witnesse  /  or  aocnsest 
him  /  or  excnsest  him  bi  thi  fals  wittnesse  /  or  ellis  ex- 
cusest  thi  selff  falsly  //  [797]  War  yow  questemongeres  & 
notories  /  Certis  for  fals  wittnessinge  was  Susanna  in 
grete  sorowe  &  peyne  &  many  another  mo  /  [79S]  The 
sinne  of  thefiPt  is  eke  expresse  ayeines  godis  heeste  /  &  that  in 
two  maners  /  Corporel  &  sptW^el  /  [799]  [Corporel] 
as  for  to  take  thi  neighbons  catel  /  ayeines  his  wil  / 
be  hit  bi  force  /  or  bi  slighte  /  be  it  bi  mette  or  bi  mesure  / 
[800]  bi  stelinge  eke  of  fals  enditementes  vppon  him  /  And 
in  borowynge  of  thi  neighboris  catel  /  in  that  entente  neuere 
to  pay  /  &  semblable  thinges  /  [801]  Es- 
ptWfuel    thefft  is   sacrilege  /  that    is  to  seie  in    hurt- 
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yBge  of  holy  tbinges  /  or  of  thinges  sacrede  to  crifste  /  in  two 
manefB  /  bi  reaon  /  of  the  holy  place  /  as  cbiiches  or 
chirchehawes  /  [802]  ffor  euery  vidente  sinne  that 
men  don  in  Buche  places  may  be  deped  sacrilege  /  or 
enery  violence  in  semblable  place  /  Also  thei  that 
withdrawen  falsly  the  rigktes  that  longen  to  holy 
chirche  /  [803]  And  playnly  &  generally  is  sacrilege 
to  yeve  holy  thinge  /  fro  holy  place  /  and  vn  holy 
things  out  of  holy  place  /  Or  holy  thinge  out  of  vn- 
holy  place  / 

Bemediam  contra  Anariciam. 

NOw  shul  ye  vnderstonde  /  that  the  relevynge  of 
Auaiice  is  mesericorde  /  &  pite  largely  taken  / 
And  men  myght  axe  whi  /  that  misericorde  &  pite  / 
is  the  releuynge  of  Auaiice  /  [805]  Certes  the  auarouse 
man  /  shewith  no  misericorde  ne  pite  /  to  the  nedeful 
man  /  ffor  he  deliteth  him  in  the  kepinge  of  his  tresoure  / 
&  not  in  the  restoringe  ne  lelevinge  of  his  euen 
cristen  /  Ss  therfore  speke  I  first  of  misericorde 
[806]  ^Than  is  misericorde  as  seitli  the  Philosophie 
a  vertu  bi  whiche  the  corage  of  a  man  is  stered  /  bi  the 
mysese  of  him  that  is  mysesed  /  [807]  vppon  the  whiche 
misericorde  folwith  pite  /  in  performynge  of  charitable 
workes  /  of  misericorde  /  [808]  And  certes  this 
mevil^  man  to  misericorde  of  Jhega  criste  /  that  yaff 
him  silff  for  ouie  gult  /  Ss  sufi&ed  dethe  /  for  misericorde  / 
&  foreyaff  vs  oure  original  sinnes  /  [809]  &  therbi 
relesed  vs  fro  the  peyne  of  helle  /  &  amemished  the 
pejme  of  purgatorie  bi  penaunoe  /  And  yevitK  grace 
wel  tQ  do  /  And  at  the  laste  the  ioye  of  heuen  /  [810]  the 
spices  of  misericorde  ben  as  for  to  leue  /  &  for  to 
yeve  /  &  eke  for  to  foryeve  /  &  relese  &  haue 
pite  /  in  heite  /  &to  haue  compassion  of  the  mischeff  of  thi 
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euencriflten  /  &  eke  chaatice  there  as  nede  is  / 
[8ii]  Another  manure  remedie  ayeins  auarm  is 
resonahle  laigesse  /  but  sothely  here  bihovith  the  com- 
dderadon  of  the  grace  of  Jhesa  criste  /  &  of  his 
temporel  goodes  /  &  eke  of  the  goodes  perdurable 
that  cnste  yaff  yb  /  [812]  &  eke  to  bane  remembmimce  of 
the  dethe  that  he  shal  resceiye  he  note  wlunne  / 
&  eke  that  he  shal  foigon  al  that  he  hat&  / 
sane  only  that  /  he  batb  dispendid  in  goode  workes  / 

[813]  Bat  for-asmeche  as  sonune  folke  ben  ymnesor- 
able  /  men  onghten  eschne  foole  laigesse  thst  men 
depen  waste  /  [814]  Certis  he  that  is  foole  large  no 
yevith  nought  his  catel  /  but  he  leseth  his  catel  /  Certes 
what  thinge  that  he  yeyith  for  yayngloiie  /  as  to 
mynstralles  /  &  to  folke  for  to  beie  his  renoun  in  the 
worlds  he  hath  don  synne  &  noon  almes  / 
[815]  Certis  he  leseth.  foule  his  goode  /  that  ne  sekeA 
nothiuge  with  his  goode  but  synne  / 
[816]  he  is  like  an  hors  that  sekeffi  rather  to  drjmke 
droupy  water  or  troubly  /  than  for  to  drinke  water  of  the 
clere  welle  /  [817]  And  forasmeche  as  the!  yeuen  there 
as  they  shulde  nat  yeuen  /  to  hem  apperteyneth  that 
malison  that  crist  shal  yeue  at  the  day  of  dome  to 
hem  that  shulle  be  dampnede 

De  gala. 


A' 


[818] 

filer  auarice  comel£  glotenye  /  whiche  is  expresse  eke 
ayeines  the  commaundementes  of  ^god  /  glotenye  is 
Tnmesurable  appetite  to  ete  /  or  to  drinke  /  or  ellis 
[•appetttoatiMd]  to    don   I-nou^e    /    to   the   ymnesurable^    &  discorde 
covetise  to  ete    &    to  drinke  /  [819]  This  sinne   cop- 
romppeth  al  this  worlde  /  as  is  wel  shewed  in  the  synne  of 
^Tma»  Adam  &  of  Eue  /  Lo  eke  what  seitJl  seint  Paule  /  of 

gloteneye       /       [820]       Many       folke       of      whiclie 
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I  haue  oft  aeide  to  yow  /  &  now  I  seie  it  wepinge  / 
to  hem  that  hen  enemjes  of  the  croyoe  of  criste  /  of 
whiche  the  ende  is  dethe  /  and  of  whiche  here  womhe  is 
here  god  /  &  here  glorie  in  confusion  of  hem  that  sc 
devouren  erthelj  thinges  /  [821]  he  that  is  ysante  to 
this  synne  of  glotenye  /  he  ne  may  no  synne  with-stande  / 
he  moste  he  in  the  semage  of  alle  synnes  or  vids  /  for  it  is  the 
deuels  horde  there  he  hideth  him  inne  &  resteth  /  [822]  this 
synne  hath  many  spices  /  The  first  is  dronkenesse  / 
that  is  the  sepulture  of  manis  reson  /  &  ther- 
fore  whan  a  man  is  dronke  he  hath  loste  his  reson  /  & 
this  is  dedly  synne  /  [823]  hut  certis  whan  a 
man  is  nought  wonte  to  stronge  driieke  /  ne  perauenture  ne 
knowith  nat  the  strengthe  of  the  drinke  /  or  hath  fehlenesse 
in  his  hede/or  he  hath  travailled  thorugh  whiche  hedrynketh 
the  more  /  al  he  he  so  sodenly  caughte  with  drynke  /  it  is  no 
dedly  synne  hut  venial  /  [824]  The  seconde  spice  of 
gloteneye  is  /  whan  the  spirite  of  man  waxeth  al  trouhle 
for  dronkenesse  /  &  hirevith  him  the  discresion  of  his  witt  / 
[825]  The  thride  spice  of  glotenye  is  whan  a  man 
devoureth  his  meete  /  &  hath  no  rightful  manure  of  etynge  / 
[826]  The  ferthe  is  whan  thorugh  the  grete  ahund- 
aunce  of  his  meete  /  the  humores  of  his  hody  hen  dis- 
temperede  /  [827]  The  .v.  is  foryetefulnesse  /  hi  to  mechel 
drynkynga  /  for  whiche  somtyme  a  man  for-yetith  hi  the 
morowe  /  what  he  dide  at  eye  or  on  the  night  hifoma  / 

[828]  In  other  manere  hen  discrived  the  spices  of 
glotenye  /  affter  seynt  Gregorie  /  The  first  is  for  to  ete  hi  TOngoiit. 
fore  t3rme  /  The  .^j.'*  is  whan  a  man  geteth  him 
to  delicate  meete  /  [829]  The  .iig.^  is  whan 
a  man  taketh  to  mechel  ouere  mesure  /  The  .iiij.  ^is 
the  curiouste  /  with  grete  entente  to  make  &  apparaille 
his  meete  /  The  .v.  is  to  ete  to  gredily  /  [830]  These 
hen  the  .v.  fyngeris  of  the  Deuels  honde  /  hi  the  whiche 
he  drawitb  f olke  to  synne  / 
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Bemediam  contra  gnlam. 

[831] 

Ageynee  glotenye  is  lemedie  /  the  abeidnence  of  his  bod  j  / 
as  seith  Gralienus  /  bat  that  holde  I  nat  meiitoiie  /  if 
he  do  hit  onely  for  helthe  of  the  bodie  /  aeixii 
Ausiyne  oroide  that  abstynence  were  dotL  for  Terta  /  & 
with  pacience  /  [832]  Abstinence  he  seith  is  litil  vorthe  / 
bntif  aman  hane  goode  wille  therto/ And  but  if  he  be  enforced 
hi  pacience  and  hi  charite  /  Ss  that  men  do  it  for 
godis  sake  /  &  in  hope  to  hane  the  blisBe  of  henen  / 

[835]  The  felowes  of  abstinence  ben  Attemper- 
annce  /  that  holdith  the  meene  in  al  thing69  Eke 
shame  that  eschewitll  al  dishoneste  /  Snffisannce  that 
seketh  no  liche  metes  /  ne  diinkes  /  ne  doth  no  f  ois  of  noon 
ontrageons  apparaillynge  of  meete  /  [834]  Mesnie  alao 
that  restreyneth  bi  reson  the  dislaye  appetite  of  etinge  / 
Sobemesse  also  that  restreyneth  the  ontrageousneese  of  drinke/ 
[835]  Sparynge  also  that  restreynetlL  the  delicate  ease  to 
sitte  longe  at  his  meete  /  &  sofitly  /  wheifore  somme  men 
stondenof  hereowne  wil/toeten  heremeeteat  thelasse  leyser/ 

De  laznria. 

[836] 

Afifter  glotenye  /  than  oometh  lecherie  /  ffor  these 
two  sinnes  ben  so  nygh  cosyns  /  that  often  tyme  / 
thei  wil  nat  departen  /  [837]  god  woot  this 
sinne  is  ful  displesaunt  to  god'  /  for  he  seide  him 
selff  /  do  no  lecherie  /  And  there  he  putte  grete  peynes 
ayeines  this  sinne  in  the  olde  lawe  /  [838]  yff  a  wo- 
man  thral  were  taken  in  this  sinne  //  she  sholde  be 
beten  with  stanes  to  the  dethe  /  And  if  she  were  a  gentQ- 
woman  she  sholde  be  sleyne  with  stones  /  And  if  she 
were  a  busshopes  doughter  /  she  sholde  be  brente  /  bi 
godis  commaundement  /  [839]  fiforther-ouere  /  for  the 
.    synne    of    lecherie    god     dreynte    al    the    worlde     at 
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dilivio  /  And  aft^r  that  be  brente  .v.  Citees  /  witb  tbozuler 
lig&te  /  and  ^sanke  bem  in-to  beUe  / 

[840]  Now  lete  YB  speke  tban  /  of  tbilke  f oule  stinkyng 
synne  of  lecberie  /  tbat  men  clepen  adyontrie  /  of  wedded 
folke  /  tbat  is  to  seie  if  tbat  oon  of  bem  be  wedded 
or  elliB  botbe  /  [841]  seint  lobn  seith  tbat  advoutzeis  YMintiohan, 
abuUe  ben  in  belle  /  in  a  stynkynge  brenn3rnge  fiie 
of  biymston  /  for  bere  lecberie  /  In  biemston  for  tbe 
stinkynge  of  tbere  ordure  /  [842]  Certes  tbe  brekynge  of 
tbiB  sacrament  is  an  bozrible  tbinge  /  bit  was  made  of 
god  bim  selff  in  paradise  /  &  conf ermed  bi  Jhemi  criste  /  as 
seitb  seint  Matbew  in  tbe  gosp^  /  A  man  sbal  lete  t  ibttMvre. 
fader  &  moder  /  &  take  bim  to  bis  wiff  /  &  tbei 
sbul  be  two  in  00  flessbe  /  [843]  tbis  sacxament  bitoke- 
netb  tbe  knytt3nige  to  geder  of  criste  /  and  of  boly  cbircbe  / 
[844]  And  nat  onely  tbat  god  forbade  adyoutrie  in  dede  / 
but  eke  be  commaunded  tbat  tbow  sbuldist  nat  coveite  tbi 
neigbbors  wiff  /  [845]  in  tbis  beeste  seitb  seint 
Austyne  is  forboden  al  manure  of  couetise  to  do 
lecberie  /  Lo  wbat  seitb  seint  Matbew  quinto  capUulo  /  in  tbe  Y  Mathm  • 
gospeH  /  Tbat  wbo  so  seetb  a  woman  to  couetise  of  bis  lust«  /  be 
batb  don  lecberie  witb  bir  /  in  bis  berte  /  [846]  bere  may  ye 
sen  /  tbat  nat  onely  tbe  dede  of  tbis  synne  /  is  forboden  / 
but  eke  tbe  desire  to  don)  tbat  synne  /  [847]  Tbis  cursed 
synne  annoyetb  greuously  bem  tbat  bit  bauntetb  /  &  first 
to  bere  soules  /  ffor  be  obHgetb  bit  to  synne  &  to  tbe  peyne  of 
detb  /  tbat  is  perdurable  /  [848]  vn-to  tbe  body  annoyetb 
it  greuously  also  /  for  bit  drietb  bim  /  &  wastetb  bim  /  & 
sbendetli  bim  /  &  of  bis  blode  be  maketb  sacrifice  to  tbe 
fende  of  belle  /  bit  wastetb  eke  bis  catel  /  &  bis  substannoe/ 
[849]  And  cer\aB  if  it  be  a  f  oule  tbinge  /  a  man  to  wasten 
bis  catel  on  a  woman  /  yit  is  it  a  fouler  tbinge  /  wban  tbat 
for  sucbe  ordure  /  wenmien  dispenden  vppon  men  bere  catel 
&  bere  substannce  /  [850]  tbis  sinne  as  seitb  tbe  propbete 
birevitb  man  &  woman  here  gode  fame  /  &  al  bere 
bonour  /  And  it  is  ful  plesaunt  to  tbe  deuel  /  for  therbj 
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'wymieth  he  the  most  partie  of  ^this  wodde  / 
[851]  And  light  as  a  Marchaunt  deliteth  him  moste 
in  chaffiure  that  he  hath  most  anantage  of  /  Eight 
so  deliteth  the  f ende  in  this  ordure  / 

[852]  this  is  that  other  honde  of  the  Deuel  /  with  .v. 
fyngeres  to  that  kacchel^  the  peple  to  his  yilonye  /  [853]  The 
first  fynger  is  the  fool  lokyng  of  the  fool  man  / 
&  of  the  fool  woman  /  that  sleth  /  Right  as  the  Basiliook 
sletlL  foike  hi  the  venym  of  his  sight  /  for  the  coueiise 
of  the  eyghen  folwit^  the  couetise  of  the  herte/  [854]  The 
.\j^.  fynger  is  the  vileynes  touchinge  in  wikked 
VSdamoB.  manure  /  and  therfore  seith  Salomon  /  that  who  so 
toucheth  &  handelith  a  woman  /  he  farith  I-like  him 
that  handelith  the  Scorpion  that  stingeth  ^  sodenlj 
sleth  /  thomgh  his  envenymynge  /  And  who  so  toucheth 
warme  picche/hit  fouleth  his  fynger8/[855]  The.i^'.  fynger  is 
foule  woides  that  farith  like  fire  that  anoon 
brenneth  the  herte  /  [856]  The  iiy.  fynger  is  the 
kissinge  /  &  trewely  he  were  a  grete  foole  that  wolde 
kisse  the  mouthe  of  a  brennynge  Oven  /  or  of  a  fomeys  / 
[857]  &  more  fooles  ben  thei  that  kissen  in  vilanye  / 
for  that  mout&  is  the  mouthe  of  helle  /  &  namely  these 
olde  dotardes  houlours  /  yit  wol  thei  kisae  /  though 
thei  may  nat  do  &  smater  hem  /  [858]  Certis  thei 
ben  I-like  houndes  /  ffor  an  hounde  whan  he  cometh  bi 
the  rosiere  /  or  bi  other  beautees  /  though  he  may  nought 
pisse  /  yit  wol  he  lifft  yp  his  legge  /  &  make  a  con- 
tenaunce  to  pisse  /  [859]  And  for  that  many  men  wene 
that  thei  may  nat  synne  /  for  no  licorousnesse  that  he  dothe 
with  his  wiff  /  Certis  that  oppinion  is  fals  /  god  wote  a 
man  may  sle  him  selff  with  his  owne  knyff  /  &  mAJt^n 
him  dronken  with  his  owne  tonne  /  [860]  Cert0» 
be  it  wiff  /  be  it  childe  /  or  any  other  erthely  thinge  /  that  he 
louel£  bif ore  god  /  hit  is  his  mavmet  /  &  he  is  an  ydolastre  / 
[861]  A  man  sholde  loue  his  wiff  bi  discreaion 
paciently    &    attemporally   /    &    than    is    she    ^as    it 
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were  his  suster  /  [862]  The  .v.  fynger  of  the  denels 

honde  is  the  stmgkyng  dede  of  lecherie  /  [863]  Certd«  the  .y. 

fyngeis  of  glotenye  the  fende  putfcetli  in  thewombe  of  a  man/ 

And  with  the  .y.  fyngeis  of  lecherie  he  gripeth  him  hi 

the   leynes  for  to   throwe   him   in  to  the  fameys  of 

helle  /  [864]  there  as  thei  shnl  haue  the  fire  &  the  woimes 

that  enere    shal   laste    /  &  wepinge   /    &  waUynge  / 

sharps   hanger  /  &  throste  /  giiselynesse  of  denels  / 

that  shullen  al  to  treden  hem  withouten  respite  /  &  with* 

oaten    ende  /  [865]    Off  lecherie   as  I  seide    soordea 

diaerse    spices   /    as   fomicacion    that    is   bitwiz   man 

&  woman  /  that    ben  nat  maried  /  &  this  is  dedly 

sinne  &  ayeines  nature  /  [866]  Al  that  is  enemy  Ss 

distraccion  to  nature  /  is  ayeines  nature  /  [867]  Perfay  the 

reson    of   a    man    tellith    him    wel    that    it    is    dedly 

synne  /  f or-asmeche  as  god  forbade  lecherie  /  And  seynt 

Paule  seith  /  yeaeth  him  the  regno  that  is  due  to  no  wight  1  p*»>«* 

but  to  hem  that  don  dedly  synne  /  [868]  Another  synne 

of  lecherie  is  /  to  bireyen  a  maiden  of  hir  maidenhede  / 

ffor  Curtis  he  that  so  dothe  /  he  taketh  a  maiden  out 

of  the  highest  degre  that  is  in  this  present  liff  /  [869]  & 

bireyith  hir  thilke  precious  fruyte  /  that  the  booke  clepetb 

the  hundrede  firuyte  / 1  can  nat  seie  it  /  in  noon  other  wise  in 

englissh  /  but  in  latyn  hit  bight  /  Cente6[i]mus  fructus  /  Y  G«itMCi]xniu 

[870]    Certes  he  that   so    dothe   /    is    cause  of  many 

damages  &  yilonyes    mo  than  any  man    can   leken  / 

Bight  as  he  somtyme  is  cause  of  al  the  damages  that  bestes 

don  in  the  felde  /  that  broken  the  hegges  or  the  clausure  / 

thorugh  whiche  he  distroyeth  that  may  nat  be  restorede  / 

[871]    ffor    certis    no    more    may    maidenhede   be    re< 

stored  /  than  an  arme  that  is  smeten  from  the  body  /  may 

retome  ayeine  to  wexe  /  [872]  she  may  hane  mercy  this 

woote  I  wel  /  if  she  do  penaunce  /  but  neuere  shal  hit 

be  /  that  she  nas  corrupts  /  [873]  And  al  be  it  so  that  I 

haue  spoken  somwhat  of  adyoutrie/  ^it  is  goode  to  shewen  mo 

perilles  that  longen  to  aduoutrie  /  ffor  to  eschewe  the  foule 
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synne  of  [874]  adaoatrie/in  latyn  it  is  for  to  seie/sppiocliiiig 
of  other  menis  mvis  /  thorug&  wbiche  tho  that  wluloiii 
were  first  00  flesshe  /  abunden  here  bodies  to  other  peraooes/ 
[875]  Off  this  synne  /  as  seith  the  wise  man  /  folowen 
many  harmes  /  ffirst  brekyng  of  feil^  /  &  c^-fcis  in 
the  feith  is  the  keye  of  cristendom  /  [876]  &  whan  that 
feith  is  broke  Ss  lome  /  certis  cristendom  stondith  in 
vayne  &  vithonten  £rayte  /  [877]  this  sinne  is  eke  a 
theffte  /  for  theffte  generally  is  /  to  reve  a  wighte  his  thinge 
ayeines  his  wiUe  /  [878]  Gerte^  this  is  the  fonleste  thefft 
that  may  be  /  whan  a  woman  stelith  hir  body  from 
hir  housbond  /  &  yivith  hit  to  hir  holoxir  to  defoule 
hir  /  &  stelith  hir  soule  from  criste  /  &  yivith.  hit  to 
the  deuel  /  [879]  this  ia  a  fouler  thefit  than  forto  broke  a 
chirche  &  stele  the  chaleys  /  ffor  these  aduoixtoes 
breken  the  temjple  of  god  spiritually  /  A  steien  the  YeaaeL 
of  grace  /  that  is  the  body  &  the  soule  /  ffor  whiche  ciiste 
YFoidf.  shal  distroien  hem  as  seil£  seint  Foule  /  [880]   sothely 

of  this  thefft  dovted  gretely  loseph  /  whan  that  his  loidis 
wiff  praide  him  of  vilonye  /  whan  he  seide  lo  laj  ladi 
how  my  lords  hath  taken  to  me  vnder  my  warde  al  that  be 
hath  in  this  worlds  /  ne  nothing  of  his  thinges  is  out  of 
my  power  /  but  onely  ye  that  ben  his  wiff  /  [83 1]  and 
how  sholde  I  than  do  this  wikkednes  /  &  synne  so 
ozrible  ayeines  god  /  &  ayeines  my  lorde  /  god  hit  forbede/ 
Alias  si  to  litel  is  suche  trouth  now  I-founde  /  [882]  The 
thridde  harme  is  the  filthe  thorugh  whiche  thei  brek^i 
the  commaundement  of  god  /  &  defoulen  the  aoctor  of 
here  matrymoigne  that  is  criste  /  [883]  ffor  certis  in-so-meche 
that  the  sacrament  of  mariage  is  so  noble  /  &  so  digne  /  ao 
meche  hit  is  the  gretter  synne  to  breke  hit  /  ffor  god 
made  mariage  in  Paradise  in  the  state  of  Innocence  /  to 
multiplie  ^mankynde  to  the  seruice  of  god  /  [884]  Ss 
therf ore  is  the  brekyng  therof  the  more  greuous  /  of  whiche 
broking  cometh  fals  heires  ofte  tyme  /  that  wrongefoliy 
occupien  other  menis  heritage  /  &  therfore  wol  criste  pat 
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hem  out  of  the  legne  of  heuen  /  that  is  heritage  to  goode 
folke  /  [885]  Of  this  hrekyng  cornel^  oftyn  tyme  /  that 
f  olke  ynwar  wedden  or  synnen  /  with  here  owne  kynrede  / 
&  namely  thilke  harlottes  that  haunten  hordels  /  of  these 
f  oole  wemmen  that  mowe  be  likened  to  a  comnne  gouge  / 
where  as  men  porgen  there  ordure  /  [886]  what  seie  we 
eke  of  poytottrs  that  leyen  hi  the  hozrihle  synne  of  putrie 
&  constreinen  wommen  to  yelde  hem  a  certeyne  rente 
of  here  bodily  putrie  /  y  Bomtyme  of  his  owns  wiff  /  or 
his  childe  /  as  don  these  baudes  /  Certe«  these  ben  cursed 
synnes  /  [887]  Ynderstondith  eke  that  adyoutrie  is  sette 
gladly  in  the  ten  commaundementes  /  bitueze  theffto  &  man* 
slau^ter  /  ffor  it  is  the  grettest  thefite  that  may  be  /  ffor  it 
is  the  thefite  of  body  &  of  soule  /  [888]  &  hit  is  like 
homycide  /  for  it  kervet^  a-two  &  breketh  a-two  hem 
that  first  were  made  Oo  flesshe  /  &  therefore  bi  the  olde 
lawe  of  god  /  thei  sholde  be  sleyne  /  [889]  But  natheles  bi 
the  lawe  of  ihesvL  criste  that  is  the  lawe  of  pite  /  whan  he 
seide  to  the  womman  that  was  founden  in  adyoutrie  / 
&  sholde  haue  ben  sleyne  with  stones  /  after  the  wil  of  the 
lewes  /  as  was  there  lawe  /  Gro  quod  ihera  criste  &  haue  no 
more  wiUe  to  synne  /  or  willen  to  do  no  more  no  synne  / 
[890]  sothely  the  yengeaunce  of  adyoutrie  is  awarded 
to  the  peyne  of  belle  /  but  if  it  be  distorbled 
bi  penaunce  /  [891]  yit  ben  ther  mo  spicis  of  this  cursed 
synne  /  as  whan  that  oon  of  hem  is  religious  /  or  elhs  boA  / 
or  of  folke  that  ben  entred  in-to  order  /  as  subdiacone  / 
&  deken  /  or  preste  /  or  hospitelers  /  &  euer  the  higher  that 
he  is  in  order  /  the  gretter  is  the  sjmne  /  [892]  The 
thinges  that  gretly  agregen  here  synne  /  is  the  brekyng 
of  here  ayowe/ofchastite/that  thei  made  whantheiresceiyede 
order  /  [893]  And  forther  ouere  sot&  it  is  /  that  holy  order  is 
tresour  ^cheff  of  god  /  &  his  especial  eigne  &  marke 
of  chastite  /  to  shewe  that  thei  ben  loyned  to  chastite  / 
whiche  that  is  the  most  precious  li£f  that  is  /  [894]  And 
eke  these  ordred  folke  ben  specially  entitled  to  god  /  &  of  the 
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special  meyne  of  god  /  ffor  whicbe  whan  thei  don  dedlj 
synne  /  thei  ben  the  special  traytoois  of  god  /  &  of  his 
peple  /  ffor  thei  leven  of  the  peple  /  to  piiiie  for  the  peple  / 
And  while  thej  hen  snche  traitoois  /  here  praiers  ayailen 
nat  to  the  peple  /  [S95]  IT  Prestes  ben  as  Anngds  /  as  bi 

irpnios.  tlie  dignite  of  here  misterie  /  bnt  for  sothe  aeint  Pouk 

seilfi  /  that  Sathanas  transfonneth  him  in  an  Aungel  of 
light  /  [S96]  sothely  the  preste  that  hannteffi  dedly 
synne  /  he  may  be  likened  to  the  Angel  of  derkenesse  / 
transformed  /  in  the  Angel  of  light  /  he  semetli  an  Angel 
of  ligjit  /  &  bat  for  sothe  he  is  an  Angel  of  derkeneese  / 
[897]  snche  prestes  ben  the  sones  of  Belye  as 
ahewith  in  the  boke  of  kynges  /  that  thei  weren  the 
sones  of  Belial  /  that  is  the  deuel  /  [898]  Belyal  is  to  seyne 
withoaten  Ingge  And  so  faren  thei  /  hem  thenkelii 
thei  ben  fre  /  &  ban  no  Ingge  /  no  more  than  bat&  a  fre 
Boole  /  that  taketh  whiche  kow  that  him  Hketh  in  the 
towne  /  [899]  Right  so  faren  thei  bi  wommen  /  ffor  right  as  a 
fre  Boole  is  I-nongh  for  al  a  tonne  /  Bight  so  is  a  wikked 
preste  corropt  /  I-nongh  for  al  a  parish  /  or  for  al  a 
centre  /  [900]  these  prestes  as  seit&  the  booke  /  ne 
conne  nat  the  mynysterie  of  presthode  to  the  pepel  /  ne  god 
knowith  hem  nought  /  thei  holde  hem  nat  a-paide  as  seitJl 
the  booke  /  of  soden  fles^  that  was  to  hem  offired  /  but  thei 
toke  bi  force  the  fles^  that  is  rawe  /  [901]  Certes  rig&t  so 
these  olde  shrewis/  ne  holde  hem  nat  a-paide  of  rested  flessh/ 
&  soden  flessh  /  with  the  whiche  the  peple  feden  hem  wit& 

Y  prestes  woi  Crete  rcuerence  /  bnt  thei  wol  bane  rawe  flessh  /  as  men-is 
wivis  &  here  donghtren  /  [902]  And  ceHds  these 
women  that  consenten  to  here  harlotries  /  don  grete 
wronges  to  criste  /&  to  holy  chirche  /  And  to  alle  halowes  /  db 
to  aUe  Boules  /  ffor  they  ^bireven  him  aUe  these  that  sholden 
woorshipe  criste  /  &  holy  chirche  /  &  pray  for  alle  cristen 
soules  /  [903]  And  therefore  haue  suche  prestes  &  here 
lemmans  eke  that  consenten  to  here  lecheiie  /  the  malison 
of  al  cristen  conrte  /  til  thei  come  to  amendement  / 
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[904]  The  thride  spice  of  advoutrie  /  is  bitwene 
a  man  and  his  wiff  /  &  that  is  whan  thei  take  no  rewarde 
in  hers  assemblyng^  /  but  onely  to  here  flesshly  delite  /  as 
seith  seint  lerome  /  [905]  and  lekken  of  nothings  but^ieronM. 
that  thei  ben  assembled  /  bi-cause  that  thei  ben  I-mariede 
al  is  good  I-noiigb  /  as  thenkit^  to  hem  /  [906]  but  in  suche 
folke  the  deuel  hatli  powei'  /  as  seide  the  Aungel  Eaphael 
tb  Tobye  /  ffor  in  al  h^re  assemblynge  thei  putten  oute  ihe^ 
oriste  of  here  herte  /  &  yeven  hem  selff  to  al  ordoure  / 
[90  7]  The  .iiij.epioe  of  advoutrie  is  the  assranblyngof  hemthat 
ben  of  here  kynrede  /  or  of  them  that  ben  of  oon  affinite  /  or 
ellis  with  hem  with  whiche  hir  fader  or  here  kynrede 
hati^  deled  in  the  aynne  of  lecherie  /  this  i^ynne  maketli 
hem  I-like  to  houndes  /  that  taken  no  kepe  to  kynrede  / 
[908]  And  certia  p^rentela  is  in  two  maners  /  outher 
gostly  outher  fleshy  /  gostly  is  to  delen  with  here 
gossebes  /  [909]  ffor  riglit  so  as  he  that  engendretlL  the  childe 
is  the  flesshly  fader/ right  so  is  his  gossebe  his  spirituel  fader/ 
ffor  whiche  a  woman  may  no  lasse  synne 
assemble  with  hir  gosseb  /  than  with  hir  owne  flesshely 
brother  /  [910]  The  .v.  s^iice  is  that  abhomynable 
Synne  of  whiche  that  no  man  ynnethes  oughte  to  speke  ne 
write  /  natheles  hit  is  openly  rehersed  in  holy  writte  / 
[911]  this  cursednes  don  men  ^  women  in  diu«rs 
entente  /  &  in  diuers  manure  /  but  though  that  holy  writte 
speke  of  orrible  synne  /  c^rtis  holy  writte  may  nat  be 
defouled  /  no  more  than  the  sonne  that  shyneth  on  the 
mexen  /  [9 1 2]  Another  synne  perteyneth  vn-to  lecherie  /  that 
Cometh  in  sloping  /  &  this  synne  cometh  offte  to  hem 
that  ^ben  maydens  /  A  eke  to  hem  that  ben  corrupte  / 
&  this  synne  men  clepen  poUucion  /  that  cometh  in  .iiij. 
maners  /  [913]  somtyme  of  a  languysshingd  of  body  for 
the  humours  ben  to  ranks  /  Ss  to  habundaunte  in  the  bodio 
of  a  man  /  Somtyme  for  the  infirmite  &  for  the  feblenes  of  the 
Y^u  retentiff  /  as  phisike  maketh  mension  /  Somtyme  for 
surfete    of    mete    &   drinke  /  [914]   And    somtyme  of 
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yiolent  thongbtes  that  ben  enclosed  in  man-is  mynde 
whan  he  gootfi  to  slepe  /  whiche  may  nat  be  -witliaaten 
synne  /  ffor  the  whiche  men  muste  kepe  hem  wisely  /  oar  ellis 
tiiei  may  synne  greuoualy 


w 


^  The  remedie  ayeines  lecherie 

Ow  Cometh  the  remedie  ayeinest  lecherie  /  &  that 
is   generally   chastite  /  &   continence  /    that 
streyneth    al    the    disoideine    mevyng^    that     comets 
of.  flesshly  talentes  /  [916]  &  eaer  the  gretter  meiite 
shal  we  haue  /  that  moste  restreyneth  the  wikked  enchan- 
fynges  /  or  prdour  of  this  synne  /  And  this  is  in  two 
manors  /  that  is  to  seie  chastite  of  manage  /  &  chastite 
of  widewhode  /  [917]  ^ow  shalt  thow  ynderstonde  that 
matiymonye    is    leffal    assemblyngd    of     man     &     of 
woman  /  that  receiyen  bi  vertu    of   sacrament   /    the 
bonde  thorugh  whiche  thei  may  nat  be  departed  in  al  there 
liff  /  that  is  to  seyn  whiles  that  thei  leven  bothe  / 
[918]  This  is  as  seit^  the  booke  a  ful  gret  sacrament  / 
god  made  hit  as  I  haue  seide  in  Paradise  /  &  wolde  him 
selff  be  borne  in  manage  /  [9 1 9]  And  for  to  halowen  manage/ 
he  was  at  a  wedding  /  whereas  he  tomed  water  yn-to 
wyne  /  whiche  was  the  firste  miracle  that  he  wronghte  here  in 
erthe  /   bifore   his  disciples   /   [920]   Trewe  effecte   of 
manage     clensith     fomicacion    /    &     replesshith     holy 
chirche  of  good  lynage  /  for  that  is  the  ende  of  nuuriage  / 
&  hit  changith  dedly  synne  /  in-to  venial  synne  /  bitwex 
hem  that  ben  wedded  /  &  makith  the  hertes  al  oon  / 
of  hem  /  [.    .    .    no  gap  in  the  MS."]  as  wel  as  the  bodies  / 
[921]   this  is  verry  manage  that  was  establis^shed   bi 
god  or  that  synne  bigan  /  whan  naturel  lawe  /  was  in  his 
right  po3rnte  in  Paradise/ And  hit  was  ordeyned  that  00  man/ 
sholde  haue  bat  00  woman /And  00  woman  sholde  haue  but  00 
%  Auftiyne.         man  /  as  seith  seint  Austyne  bi  many  resons  / 

[922]  ffirst  for  that  manage  is  figured  bitw[i]x  god  & 
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holy  chirche  /  And  that  otker  is  /  for  that  a  man  is  the  hede  of 
the  woman  /  algate  bi  ordinaunce  hit  sholde  be  so  / 
[923]  ffor  if  a  woman  had  mo  men  than  oon  /  than 
sholde  she  haue  mo  hedes  than  oon  /  &  that  weie  an 
orrible  things  ^bifore  god  /  And  eke  00  woman 
niyghte  nat  please  to  many  folke  attones  /  And  also 
there  shulde  neu^e  be  pees  ne  reste  /  amonges  hem  /  £for 
eu^yche  wolde  axe  his  owne  thinge  /  [924]  And 
ferther  ouer  no  man  shulde  knowe  his  owne  en- 
gendrure  /  ne  who  sholde  haue  his  heritage  /  And  the 
woman  sholde  be  the  lesse  biloued  fro  the  tyme  that 
she  were  comune  to  many  men  / 

[925]  Now  Cornell  how  tiiat  a  man  sholde  here  him 
with  his  wiff  /  And  namely  in  two  thinges  /  that  is  to 
seie  /  in  sofiraonce  &  in  reuefence  /  Sc  that  shewed  criste 
whan  he  made  first  woman  /  [926]  ffor  he  made  hir 
nought  of  the  hede  of  Adam  /  ffor  she  sholde  nat  cleyme  to 
grete  lordship/>e  /  [927]  ffor  there  as  the  woman  hath  the 
maistrie  /  she  makith  to  meche  disaray  /  there  nedetfi  noon 
ensamples  of  this  /  thexperience  day  bi  day 
oughte  I-nough  suffice  /  [928]  Also  c^is  god  ne  made  nat 
woman  of  the  foote  of  Adam  /  ffor  she  sholde  nat  be 
holden  to  lowe  /  ffor  she  can  nat  paciently  suffre  /  but  god 
made  woman  of  the  ribbe  of  Adam  /  ffor  woman  sholde 
be  felowe  vn-to  man  /  [929]  A  man  sholde  here  him  to  his 
wiff  /  In  feith  /  In  trouthe  /  &  in  love  /  as  seitli  seint 
Poule  /  that  a  man  sholde  love  his  wiff  /  As  criste  loueth  %  Poai« 
holy  chirche  /  that  loued  hit  so  wel  that  he  deyede  for  hit  / 
so  sholde  a  man  for  his  wiff  If  hit  were  nede  / 

[930]  Now  how  that  a  woman  sholde  be  subiecte 
to  hir^housbonde  /  that  tellitfi  seint  Peter  /  ffirst  in  obcdi-  Y  Peuns. 
ence  /  [931]  and  eke  as  seith  the  Deere  /  A  woman 
as  longe  ^as  she  is  a  wiff  /  she  hath  noon 
auctorite  to  swere  /  ne  to  here  wittnesse  /  withoute  leve  ol 
here  housbondes  /  that  is  here  lorde  /algate  he  sholde  be  so 
bi   reson  /  [932]    She    sholde    eke    serve    him    in    al 
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honeste  /  Ss  ben    attempre    of    hir  array  I  woot   -wel 
that  thei  slmlde  sette  al  here  entente  to  please  here  hou»- 
bondes  /  but  nat  bi  queyntise  of  here  array  /  [933]  seint 
Yierome.  lerome  seitK  that  wives  that  ben  apparelled  in  silke  & 

in  precious  purpul  /  ne  mowen  nat  clothen  hem  in  ihem 
Yiohan.  criste  /  Loke  what  seit£  seint  lo^  eke  in  this  matere 

YOKffon«.  [934]  seint  Gregorie  seitH  eke  that  no  wi^t  8eket& 
precious  array  but  onely  for  vaynglorie  to  ben 
honoured  the  more  bifom  the  peple  /  [935]  hit  is  a  greto 
folie  a  woman  to  haue  feire  array  outwarde  /  & 
hir  silff  to  be  foule  inwarde  /  [936]  A  wiff  sholde  eke  be 
mesurable  in  lokynge  /  &  eke  in  berynge  /  &  in  laugBynge  / 
&  discrete  in  al  hir  wordes  /  &  in  hir  dedes  /  [937]  And 
aboven  al  wordly  thinge  she  sholde  loue  hir  housbonde 
with  al  hir  herte  /  &  to  him  be  trewe  of  hir  bodie  / 
[938]  so  sholde  an  housbonde  eke  be  trewe  of  his  bodie  to  his 
wiif/ffor  sotKl  al  the  bodie  of  the  wiff  is  the  housbondes/so  aholde 
hir  herte  be  /  or  ellis  ther  is  bitwex  hem  two  /  as  in 
that  no  perfite  manage  /  [939]  Than  shal  a  man  vnder- 
stonde  /  that  for  thre  thinges  a  man  &  his  wiff  mowe  fleecy 
assemble  The  first  is  /  in  entente  to  engen- 
drure  of  children  to  the  sendee  of  god  /  for  certis  that  is 
the  cause  fynal  of  matrymony  /  [940]  A-nother  cause  is/  to 
yelden  eueryche  of  hem  to  other  the  dette  of  here  bodies  / 
for  neither  of  hem  hat£  powere  of  his  owne  bodie  / 
The  thirde  cause  is  to  eschewe  lecheiie  /  &  yilonye  / 
The  ferthe  for-sotfi  is  dedly  synne  /  [941]  As  to  tho 
first  it  is  meritorie  /  the  seconde  also  /  ffor  as  seitli  the 
Deere  /  that  she  hat&  the  merite  of  chastite  /  that  yeldetH  to 
hir  housbonde  the  dette  of  hir  bodie  /  ye  though  hit  be 
aycinst  hir  likyng  &  the  lust  of  hir  herte  /  [942]  The 
thride  manere  is  venial  synne  /  &  trewly  scarsly  may 
any  of  these  ben  withoute  venial  synne  /  for  the 
corujwion  &  for  the  delite  /  [943]  The  ferthe 
manere  is/  for  to  vnderstonde  ^as  is  the  assemble  onely  for 
amorous  loue  /  &  for  noon  of  the  forseide  causes  /  but 
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for  to  accomplissb  thilke  brennyng  delito  /  &  thei  recke 
neuere  how  offte  /  sot&ly  hit  is  a  dedly  synne  /  And  yit  witfi 
sorowe  some  folke  wol  peyne  hem  to  do  moio  than 
here  appetite  suifisitli  / 

[944]  The  secounde  manure  of  chastite  is  to  be 
a  clene  wedowe  &  to  eschewe  thenbiasing  of  man  / 
&  desiie  thenbrasing  of  ih^^a  criste  /  [945]  these 
ben  tho  that  haue  ben  wives  &  haue  forgon  there  hous- 
bondes  /  And  eke  women  that  haue  don  lecherie  /  &  ben 
releued  bi  penaunce  /  [946]  And  oertea  if  that  a  wiff 
couthe  kepe  hii  chaste  in  al  /  bi  licence  of  hir  housbonde  /  so 
that  she  neuere  yaff  noon  occacion  that  he  agilt  hit 
were  to  hir  a  grete  merite  /  [947]  these  manere 
of  women  that  observen  chastite  moste  be  clene  in  herte  / 
as  wel  as  in  bodie  /  &  in  thought  /  &  mesurable  in  clothinge  / 
and  in  contenaunce  /  abstynente  in  etynge  /  & 
in  diinkinga  /  in  spekyng6  /  &  in  dede  /  &  than  is  she  the 
vessel  or  the  boiste  /  of  the  blissed  Magdaleyne  /  that 
fulfilled  holy  chirche  f ul  of  good  odoura  /  [948]  The  thiedde 
manure  of  chastite  /  ia  viiginite  /  &  hit  bihovith  that  she 
be  holy  in  herte  /  &  dene  in  bodie  /  than  is  she 
spouse  to  ihe^u  criste  /  Ss  she  is  tbeUiff  of  aungels  / 
[949]  8^®  ^  ^0  preising  of  tbis  world  /  &  she  is  as 
these  martirs  in  EegaHte  /  she  hath  in  hir  that  no  tonge  may 
telle  /  [950]  virginite  bare  oure  lorde  / 
ihesti  criste  /  &  virginite  he  was  him  selff  / 

[951]  A-nother  remedie  ayeines  lecherie /is  specially  v  nrntdiaw 
to  withdrawe  suche  thinges  /  as  yeven  occasion  to  that 
vilonye  /  as  is  ease  /  &  etynge  /  &  drinkinge  /  ffor  certis  whan 
the  pot  boylith  strongelie  /  the  beste  remedie  is  /  for  to  wilfi.-  Y  note  bcM 
drawe  the  the  (sic)  fire/ [95a]  sleping  longe  in  grete  quiete 
is  eke  a  grete  norice  to  lecherie  / 

[953]  Another  remedie  aryeines  lecherie  is  that  a 
man  or  a  woman  eschue  the  companye  of  hem  bi 
whiche  he  douteth  to  be  tempted  /  ffor  al  be  it  so  that  the 
dede  be  with-stonde  /  yit    is  ther  grete  tcmptacion  / 
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[954]  sothely  a  white  wal  /  al-tliou^  it  breime  nat 
fully  /  bi  stikynge  of  a  candel  /  yit  is  the  wal  blak  of  the 
li^te  [955]  ^ful  offte  tyme  /  I  rede  that  no  man  truste  in 
his  owne  p&rfeccion  /  but  he  be  stronger  than  Sampson /or 
holiere  than  Dauid  /  &  wiseie  than  Salomon  / 

[956]  Kow  that  I  haue  declared  yow  as  I  can 
the  .vij.  dedly  synnes  /  &  some  of  here  brannches  /  & 
here  remedies  /  sothely  if  I  couthe  I  wolde  telle  yow  the 
ten  comaundementes  [957]  but  so  hig^  a  doctiyne  I  lete  to 
divines  /  but  natheles  I  hope  to  god  thei  ben  touched  in  this 
litil  tretise  eueryche  of  hem  alle  / 


De  secunda  parte  penitencie . 


[958J 

|VT  Ow  for-asmeche  as  the  seconde  partie  of  penauwct 
Jl.  1  stonte  in  confession  of  mouthe  /  as  I  bigan  in  the 
chapitre  /  I  seie  seint  Austyne  seitfi  / 
[959]  synne  is  euery  worde  /  &  euery  dede  /  &  al  that 
men  coyeiten  ayeines  the  lawe  of  ihesu  criste  /  And  this  i» 
for  to  synne  in  herte  /  in  mouthe  /  &  in  dede  /  bi  the  .v. 
wittes  /  that  ben  /  sighte  /  hirynge  /  smellynge  /  tastyoge 

5  prtma  dreum-  or  sauarynge  /  &  felynge  /  [960]  Now  is  hit  good  to 
ynderstonde  the  circumstances  that  aggregen  mechel  eaery 
synne  /  [961]  thow  shalt  considre  what  thow  arte  that  deist 
the  synne  /  whether  thow  be  male  or  female  /  y[o]iige  or 
olde  /  gentil  or  thral  /  fre  or  seruaunte  /  hoole  or  sike  / 
wedded  or  sengle  /  ordred  or  vnordred  /  wise  or  foole/ 
clerke  or  seculere  /  [962]  if  she  be  of  thi  kynrede  bodily 
or  gostly  or  non  /  if  any  of  thi  kynrede  haue  synned 
with  hir  or  non  /  &  many  mo  thinges  / 

Y  s«ciind»  [963]  That  other  circunstaunce  is  this  /  whether  hit  be 

don  in  fomicacion  /  or  in  aduoutrie  or  non  /  or  in  ceste  or 
non  /  maiden  or  non  /  in  manure  of  homicide  or  non  / 
orrible  grete  synne  or  smale  /  &  how  longe  thow  hast 

Yurda  contenued  in  synne  /  [964]  The  thride  circunstaunce  is 

the  place  where  as  thow  hast  don  synne  /  whether  in  other 
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men-is  hous  or  in  thin  owne  /  in  felde  or  in  chirche 

or    in    chirchebawe    /    in    chirche    dedicate    or    non    / 

[965]  ffor  if  the  chirche  be  halowed  /  &  a  man  or  a  woman 

spilt  his  kynde  hi  wey  of  synne  with-inne  that  place  /  or  bi 

wikked  temptacion  the  chirche  were  enterdited  /  til  it  were 

reconsiled  bi  the  ^busshop^  /  [966]  And  if  he  were  a 

preste  that  dide  suche  a  vilonye  /  the  ierme  of  al  his  liff  he 

shulde  nen^re  singe  masse  /  &  if  he  dide  /  he  shulde  Ywary«pr«rtM. 

do  dedly  synne  at  eu^  tyme  that  he  songe  masse  / 

[967]  The  ferthe    circxmstaunce  is  /  bi  suche  mediat-  Y  qoaru. 

onrs  /  as  be   messangera  as   for   enticement  /  or   for 

consentement  /  to  here  company  with  felowshippe  /  ffor 

many  a  wrecche  for  to  here  companye  /  wil  go  to  the 

deuel  of  helle  /  [968]  ffor  they  that  eggen  /  or  con- 

senten  to  the  synne  /  ben  paHyners  of  the  sinne  /  & 

of  the  dampnacion  of  the  synne  / 

[969]    The    .y. is    how   many   tymesfviinu. 

he  hath  synned  /  if  it  be  in  his  mynde  /  &  how  ofite 
that  he  hat&  fallo  /  [970]  ffor  he  that  oft  fallit£l  in  synne  / 
dispisitti  the  ULercy  of  god  /  &  encresith  his  synne  / 
&  is  vnkynde  to  god  /  &  he  wexeth  the  more  feble 
to  withstonde  synne  /  &  synnetH  the  more  lightliere  / 
[971]  &  the  latter  arisitb  /  &  is  the  more  eschue 
to  shriyen  him  /  &  namely  to  him  that  hath  be  his  con- 
fessonr  /  [972]  ffor  whiche  that  folke  whan  that  they  falle 
ayeine  in  here  olde  folies  /  oather  thei  forleten  here  olde 
conf essoors  /  al  ytterly  /  or  ellis  thei  departen  here  shrifft  /  in 
diners  places  /  but  sothely  such  departed  shrift  deseryith  no 
mercy  of  god  of  his  synnes  /  [973]  The  .yj.  circun- ^sexu. 
staunce  is  this  /  whi  that  a  man  synneth  as  bi  temptacion  / 
&  if  him  selff  procure  that  temptacion  /  or  bi  the  ex- 
ityng  of  other  folke  /  or  if  he  synne  with  a  woman  bi 
force  /  or  bi  hir  owne  assente  /  [974]  or  if  the  woman 
maygre  hir  hede  hath  be  enforsed  or  noon  /  this 
shal  she  telle  /  ffor  couctise  or  for  pouerte  /  & 
if  hit  was  hir  procurynge  or  non  /  &  suche  manere 
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Yscpuma.  hameys  /  [975]  The  .vij.  circunstaunce  is  /  in  what 
manure  he  hath  don  his  synne  /  &  how  that  she  hatfi 
suffred  folke  to  don  to  hir  /  [976]  &  the  same  shal 
the  man  telle  pleynly  /  al  circimstaances  /  &  whether 
he  hath  synned  with  comirne  boidel  women  or  non  / 
[977]  or  doil  hia  synne  in  holy  tymes  or  non  /  In  fast- 
ynge  tymes  or  non  /  or  hifom  his  shriffte  or  after  his  latter 
shriflfte  /  [978]  &  hatfi  perauenture  /  broken  ^ther-fore  his 
penaunce  enioyned  /  bi  whoa  helpe  /  &  whos  consaille  /  bi 
soicerie  &  craffte  /  al  moot  be  tolde  /  [979]  al  these 
thinges  aft^  that  thei  ben  grete  &  smale  engregen  the 
conscience  of  man  /  And  eke  the  preste  that  ia 
thi  Ingge  may  the  better  ben  avised  in  his  iugement/&  w 
yevinge  of  thi  penaunce  /  &  that  is  after  thi  contncion  / 
[980]  ffor  vnderstondel^  wel  /  that  after  the  tyme  that  a  man 
hathe  defouled  his  baptyme  bi  synne  /  if  he  wil  come  to 
saluacion  /  ther  is  noon  other  wey  but  bi  penauwce 
&  shrifft  /  &  bi  satisfaccion  /  [9S1]  And  namely  bi  tho  two/ 
if  ther  be  a  confessour  to  whiche  he  may  shrive  him  / 
&  the  thridde  if  he  may  haue  liff  to  performe  hit  / 

[982]  than  shal  a  man  loke  &  considre  /  if  he 
wol  make  a  trewe  &  prafiitable  confession  /  iher 
moste  be  .iiij.  condiciones  therinne/  [983]  ffirst  hit  most  be  m 

1[  Ezcdiiei  sorowful  bittemes  of  herte  /  As  seith  the  kyng  Ezechiel  To 
god  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the  dayes  &  yeres  of  my  Hff  m 
bitte^Tiesse  of  myn  herte  /  [984]  This  condicion  of  bitt^- 
nesse  hatfi  .v.  signes  /  The  first  is  that  confession 
mote  be  shamefaste  /  nat  for  to  couere  ne  to  hide  his  sinne/ 
but  for  he  hath  agilt  his  god  /  &  defouled  his  sode  / 

^Arwiyne  [985]    &    here-of    seitfi     seint    Austyne    /    the    heite 

travaileth  for  shame  of  his  synne  /  &  for  he  hath  gre^ 
shamefastnes  /  he  is  dignc  to  haue  grete  mercye  of  gou 
[986]  Suche  was  the  confession  of  the  Puplicane  that 
wolde  nat  heve  vp  his  eighen  to  heuen  /  for  he  had 
offended  god  of  heuen  ffor  whiche  shamefastnes  oe 
had  anoon  the  mercy  of  god  /  [987]  And  therfore  witB 
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seint  Austyne  /  that  suche  shamefast  folke  /  ben  next 

for-yevenesse  &  remiBsion  /  [988]  That  other  signe  is 

humylite  of  confession  /  of  which  seith  seint  Peter  /  T  P«t«r. 

humbleth  yow  ynder  the  myght  of  god  /  the  honde  of  god 

is  myghti  in  confession  /  ffor  ther-bi  god  foryevith  the 

thi  synnes  /  for  he  alone  hath  the  power  /  [989]  &  this 

humylite  shal  be  in  herte  /  &  in  signe  outwaide  /  ffor 

right  as  he  hal^  humilite  to  god  in  his  herte  /  Eight  so 

sholde  he  humble  his  body  outwarde  to  the  preste  that  sittef^ 

in  godis  place  /  [990]  ffor  ^  whiche  in  no  manere  /  sithen  that 

criste  is  sooereyne  /  and  the  preste  meene  &  mediatoui'  bi- 

twex  cnste  &  the  synnere  /  &  the  synnere  is  the  laste 

bi  wey  of  reson  /  [991]  than  sholde  nat  the  synnere  sitte 

as  highe  as  his  confessour  /  but  knele  biforik  him  /  or  at 

his  feete  /  but  if  maladie  distorbe  hit  /  ffor  he  shal  nat  take 

kepe  who  sitte  there  /  but  in  whos  place  that  he  sittetti  / 

[992]  A  man  that  hath  trespased  to  a  lorde  /  and  cometh  to 

axe  mercy  /  &  maketh  his  accorde/ And  he  sette  him  doun)  anoon 

bi  the  lorde  /  men  wold  holde  him  outrageous  /  &  nat 

worthi  so  sone  to  haue  remission  ne  mercy  /  [993]  The 

.iij.  signe  is  that  thi  confession  shulde  be  ful  of  teres  if 

ye  may  /  &  if  ye  may  nat  wepe  with  youre  bodily  eyghe  / 

leto  thin  herte  wepe  /  [994]  suche  was  the  confession 

of  seint  Peter  ffor  after  that  he  had  for-sake  ihe^  criste  /  TFetrus. 

he  went    out  &  wept    ful    bitterly  /  [995]    The  .iiij. 

signe    is    that   he   lett    nat    for  his    shame    to    shewe 

his  confession  /  [996]  suche  was  the  confession  of  the 

Magdaleyne  /  that  spared  for  no  shame  of  hem  that  were  YHagdaieym. 

at  the  fest  for  to  go  to  oure  lorde  ihe^ru  criate  /  &  biknowe 

to   him  hir  synne  /  [997]  The  .v.   signe  that  a  man 

be  obeisaunt  or  a  woman  to  resceive  the  penaunce  that 

is    to    him    enioyned  /   ffor    certis    ihe&u    criste  /  for 

the  giltes  of  00  man  was  obediente  to  the  deth  // 

[998]  The  secunde  condicion  of  verray  confession  / 
is  that  hit  be  hastily  don)  /  ffor  certis  if  a  man  had  a 
dedly  wounde  /  euer  the  lenger  that  he  tarieth  to  warisshe 
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him-selff  /  the  more  wold  hit  corapte  /  &  haste  bim  to 
hifl  dethe  /  &  eke  the  wounde  wolde  be  the  weis  to 
hele  /  [999]  And  right  so  fariHi  hit  bi  synne  /  that  longe 
tyme  is  iii  a  man  vnshewed  //  [1000]  Certis  a  man  ong&t 
hastily  to  shewe  his  ey nnes  /  for  many  causes  /  As  for  diede 
of  dethe  that  cometh  ofEte  sodeynly  /  &  is  in  no  c^rteyne  what 
tyme  hit  shal  be  /  ne  in  what  place  /  And  eke  the  dreoduBg 
of  00  synne  /  drawith  in  another  synne  /  [100 1]  ^and  eke  tlie 
lenger  that  he  tariel£  /  the  ferther  is  he  from  criste  /  &  if  he 
abide  in-to  his  laste  day /ful  scaraly  may  he  shrive  him  /or  re- 
membre  him  on  his  synnes  /  or  repente  him  /  for  the 
grevons  maladie  /  of  his  dethe  /  [1002]  And  for-asmeche  as 
he  hat&  na  in  his  liff  /  herkened  ih^^n  criste  /  whan  he 
hath  spoken  vn-to  him/heshal  crien  vn-to  cure  lord  iheflicnst 
at  his  laste  day/  &  scarsly  wol  he  herken  to  him  /  [1003]  And 
vnderstonde  that  this  condicion  most  haae  .iiij.  thinges  / 
thi  shriflEt  moot  be  purveide  bifom)  &  avised  / 
for  wikked  haste  doth  no  profite  /  &  that  a  man  can 
shrive  him  of  his  synnes  /  be  hit  of  pride  or  of  envie  /  » 
so  forth  with  the  spices  &  the  circumstaunces  /  [icx>4]  &  ^ 
he  haue  comprehended  in  his  mynde  /  the  nombre  &  the 
gretnesse  of  his  synnes  /  &  how  longe  that  he  hath  Icync 
in  synne  /  [1005]  &  eke  that  he  be  contrite  /  of  his  synnea  / 
&  in  stedfast  purpos  bi  the  grace  of  god  /  neuere  ente  to 
faUe  ayeine  in  synne  /  &  eke  that  he  drede  &  contrewaite 
him-selff  /  that  he  fle  the  occaciouns  of  synne  /  to  whichche 
is  enclyned  /  [1006]  Also  that  thow  shalt  shrive  the  of  alle 
thi  synnes  to  00  man  &  nat  a  parcel  to  oon  /  » 
a  parcel  to  another  /  that  is  to  vnderstonde  /  in  entente 
to  departen  thi  confession  /  as  for  shame  or  drq^e  /  for  hi 
is  nought  but  strangelyng*ofthisoule/  [1007]  fforcertisIh««tt 
criste  is  al  good  /  in  him  is  noon  imperfeccion  /  * 
therfore  outher  he  foryevith  al  perfitly  /  or  ellis  rmerdr 
dele  //  [1008]  I  seie  nat  if  thow  be  assigned  to  «" 
penitencere  /  for  certeyne  synne  that  thou  art  bounce  to 
shewe  to  him  /  al  the  remanent  of  thi  synnes  /  of  whiche 
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thou  hast  be  shriven  to  thi  curate  /  but  if  it  like  the 
of  thin  humilite  /  this  is  no  departing  of  shrifEt  / 
[1009]  ne  I  seie  nat  there  as  I  speke  of  diuision  of  confes- 
sion /  if  that  thou  haue  licence  for  to  shrive  the  to^a  discrete  / 
&  an  ^honest  preste  /  Ss  where  the  liketh  /  bi  the  licence 
eke  of  thi  curate  /  that  thou  ne  maiste  wel  shrive  the  / 
of  al  thi  synnes  /  [10 10]  but  lat  no  blot  be  bihynde  / 
lete  no  synne  be  vntolde  /  as  fer  as  thow  hast  remem- 
braunce  /  [10 11]  And  whan  thow  shalt  be  shriven  to  thi 
curate  /  telle  him  eke  of  al  thi  synne  that  thou  hast  don  / 
sithen  that  thou  were  last  I-shriven  /  this  is  no  wikked  entente 
of  division  of  shrifft  / 

[10 1 2]  And  also  the  verray  shrifft  axet&  c^rteyne  con- 
dicions  /  fi&rst  that  thou  shrive  the  bi  thi  fre  wil  / 
nat  constreyned  /  ne  for  shame  of  folke  ne  for  maladie  / 
or  suche  thinges  /  ffor  it  is  reson  that  he  that  trespaceth 
with  his  fre  wil  /  he  moot  bi  lus  fre  wil  confesse  his 
trespace  /  [1013]  noon  other  man  shal  telle  his  synne 
but  he  him  selff  /  ne  bene  shal  nat  nay  it  ne  denye  his  synne  / 
ne  wretthe  him  ayeines  the  preste  /  for  his  amonesshynge 
to  lete  his  synne  /  [1014]  The  secunde  condicion  is  /  that  thi 
shrifEt  be  lawful  that  is  to  seie  /  that  thou  that  shrivist 
the  /  Ss  eke  the  preste  that  hiret£l  thi  confession  /  ben 
verray  in  the  feith  of  holy  chirche  //  [10 15]  And  that  a 
man  be  nought  dispeired  /  of  the  mercy  of  ihesvL  criste  /  as 
Cayme  or  ludas  /  [10 16]  and  eke  a  man  most  accuse 
him  of  his  owne  trespace  &  nat  another  /  but  he 
shal  blame  &  witen  him-selff  of  his  owne  malice  /  <&  of  his 
synne  /  &  noon  other  /  [10 17]  but  natheles  if  that 
another  nuii  be  occacion  of  his  synne  /  or  entiser  of  his  synne  / 
or  if  the  estate  of  a  persone  be  suche  /  thorugh  whiche  his  synne 
is  aggreged  /  or  that  he  ne  may  nat  pleynly  shriven  him  / 
but  he  telle  the  persone  /  with  whiche  he  hath  synned  / 
than  may  he  telle  it  [10 18]  so  /  that  his  entente  be  nat 
to  bagbite  the  persons  but  onely  to  declare  his  con- 
fession / 
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[1019]  Thow  shalt  nat  eke  make  no  maner  lesingesin 
thi  confession  /  for  liiunilite  perauenture  to  seie 
that  thou  hast  don  synnes  /  of  whiche  thou  verc 
^AMtyne.  neu^re  gjlti  /  [1020]  ffor  seint  Anstyne  seitfi  if 
thow  bi  cause  of  liumilite  makest  ksmges 
of  ^thi  selff  /  though  thow  ne  were  nat  in  synne  hUona 
yit  art  thow  than  in  synne  thorug'^  thi  lesinges  [102 1] 
Thow  most  eke  shewe  thi  synne  /  bi  thi  nowe  propre 
mouthe  /  but  if  thou  be  wexe  dome  /  &  nat  bi  no 
letter  /  flfor  thou  that  hast  don  the  synne  /  thou  shalt  haue 
the  shame  in  confession  /  [1022]  Thow  shalt  nat  eke 
peynte  thi  confession  /  bi  faire  &  subtile  wordes  /  to  coufre 
the  more  thi  synne  /  ffor  than  bigilest  thou  thi  selff  & 
nat  the  preste  /  thou  most  telle  it  platly  be  it 
neu^re  so  foule  /  ne  so  orrible  /  [1023]  Thow  shalt 
shrive  the  eke  toa  preste  that  is  discrete /to  counsaile  the/ And 

eke  thou  sha[l]t  nat  shrire  for  vaynglorie  /  ne  for 
ypocresie  /  ne  for  no  cause  but  onely  for  the  dovte  of 
Ihe^  criste  /  &  the  hele  of  thi  soide  /  [1024]  Thoyf 
shalt  nat  eke  renne  to  the  preste  al  sodeynly  to  telle  mni 
thi  synne  /  as  whos  tellith  a  lape  ox  a  tale  /  bu^ 
avisily  /  &  with  grete  deuocion  /  [1025]  And  genenJly 
shrive  the  offte  /  if  thou  offte  falle  /  offte  arise  H 
confession  /  [1026]  And  though  thou  shrive  the  oSUx 
than  ones  of  thi  synne  /  of  whiche  thow  hast  be  shriven  it  is 
TAuBtyne.  the  more  merite  /  And  as  seith  seint  Austyne  /  th^^ 
shalt  haue  the  more  lightly  relesynge  /  &  the  grace  of  god  / 
boi^  of  synne  &  of  peyne  /  [1027]  And  certis  ones  a 
yere  at  the  leste  weye  hit  is  lawful  for  to  be  houselede  /  Sot 
certenly  ones  a  yere  alle  thinges  renovellen  /     « 


1028I 


De  satisfaooione . 

Ow  haue  I  tolde  of  veny  confession  that  is  tne 
secundo  parte  of  penaunce  / 
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[1029]  the  .iij.  parte  of  penaunce  is  satisfaccion  /  & 
that  stant  ^most  gene7*ally  in  alnies  &  in 
bodily  peyne  /  [1030]  Now  ben  ther  .iy. 
manure  of  almes  /  Contricion  of  heite  /  that  a  man 
openet^  hirn  selff  to  god  /  Another  is  to  have  pete  of 
the  defaute  of  his  neighbours  /  And  the  thride  is  in 
y  evyng  good  counsaile  /  &  comforte  gostly  &  bodily  /  where  men 
haue  nede  /  &  namely  in  sustenaunce  of  man-is  foode  / 
[103 1]  &  to  take  kepe  of  that  ^  that  a  man  hath  nede  of  /  off 
these  thinges  generally  he  hath  nede  /  of  foode  /  of 
clothing  /  &  herborogh  /  he  hath  nede  also  of  charitable 
counsaille  /  &  visityng  in  prison  /  &  maladie  /  & 
sepulture  of  his  dede  bodie  /  [1032]  and  if  thou  maist  nat 
visite  the  nedeful  with  thi  persone  /  yisite  hem  bi  thi 
massage  /  &  thi  yifites  /  [1033]  these  ben  the  general 
almes  &  workes  of  charite  /  of  hem  that  ban  temporal 
riches  /  or  discrecion  in  counsaillyng  /  Off  there  workes 
shalt  thow  hyre  at  the  day  of  dome  / 

[1034]  these  almesses  shaltow  don  of  thin  owne 
propre  thinges  /  &  hastily  &  privily  if  thow  maiste  / 
[1035]  but  natheles  if  thou  maiste  nat  don  hit  priuily  / 
thou  shalt  nat  f orbere  to  do  almes  neuer  a  dele  though  men  se 
hit  /  so  that  it  be  nat  don  for  thanke  of  the  world  /  but 
onely  for  to  haue  the  thanke  of  oure  lorde  ihefluciiste  /  [i  036] 
ffor  as  wittnessit^  Seint  Mathew.  quinto  c&pitulo  /  A  Cite  f  Matiwi  qwfnto 

CaplUlo. 

may  nat  be  hidde  that  on  a  mountayne  sette  /  ne  men  lignte  nat 
a  lanteme  &  put  it  vnder  a  busshel  /  but  men  sette  hit  on  a 
candelstike  /  to  lighten  the  men  in  the  hous  /  [1037]  Right 
so  shal  youre  lighte  lighten  a-fome  men  that  the!  mowe 
seen  youre  goode  workes  /  &  glorifie  /  youre  fader  that  is  in 
heuen  / 

[1038]  Now  as  for  to  speke  of  bodily  peyne  /  it  stonto  in 
praieree  /  in  wakynges  /  in  ffastingcs  /  &  in  vertuous 
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techinges  of  orisons  /  [1039]  ye  sbul  ynder-stonde 
that  orisons  /  or  piaieis  is  for  to  seie  /  a  pitous  wil  0! 
herte  /  that  rediessii^  hit  in  god  /  &  expiessith  it  bi  woides  / 
ontwarde  to  renewe  hannes  /  &  to  baue  tiunges 
espiritnel  &  durable  /  &   somtjme  temporal  thinges  / 

^  Filter  noaur .  off  wbiche  orisons  /  certis  in  the  orison  of  the  Pater  noster  / 
hath  ihe^n  criste  enclosed  most  thinges  /  [1040]  Certis 
it  is  priyileged  of  thre  thinges  in  his  dignite  /  ffor  whicfae 
it  is  more  digne  /  than  any  other  pndere  /  ffor  that  ihe^ 
criste  him  selff  maked  /  [1041]  and  it  is  sborte  /  for  itsholde 
be  couthe  more  lightly  ^and  for  to  withholde  hit  the 
more  esily  in  herte  /  &  helpen  hem  selff  the  ofiter  /  inth 
tbe  orison  /  [1042]  And  for  a  man  sholde  be  the  lassewery 
to  seie  hit  /  And  for  a  man  may  nat  excuse  him  to  leme 
hit  /for  it  IS  shorte  &  so  esie/ And  for  hit  comprebendithin  liit 
selff  /  alle  good  praiers  /  [1043]  The  exposicion  of  this 
holy  praiere  /  that  is  so  excellent  &  digne  /  I  hitake 
these  maistres  of  Theologie  /  saue  thus  meche  wol  I  seyne/ 
that  whan  thou  praieste  that  god  sholde  foryeye  the  thi 
giltes  as  thou  foryeuest  hem  that  agilten  the  /  Be  f ul 
wel  war  /  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charite  /  [1044]  This 
holy  orison  amennsit^  eke  venial  synne  /  &  iheifore 
hit  apperteynetti  specially  to  penaunce  / 

[1045]  This  praiere  most  be  trewly  seide  j  &  ^ 
veny  f  eith  //  &  that  men  praie  to  god  /  ordinatly  /  dis- 
cretly  /  &  devoutely  /  And  alwey  a  man  shal  putte  hia  wil/ 
to  be  subiette  to  the  wil  of  god  /  [1046]  this  orison 
most  eke  be  seide  /  witK  grete  humblesse  /  &  fol  p^u^  / 
honestly  &  nat  to  the  anoysaunce  of  any  man  or  woman  / 
hit  most  eke  be  contenued  with  the  workes  of  charite  / 
[1047]  ^i*  availeth  eke  ayeines  the  vices  of  the  scale  /  ffor''* 

%  Urame  seith  seint  lerome  /  bi  fastynge  ben  saued  the  vices  oi  the 

flesshe  /  &  bi  praiers  the  vices  of  the  soule  / 

[1048]  Affter  this  thow  shalt  vnder-atonde  /  ^^ 
bodily  peyne  stonte  in  waking  /  for  ihesM  criste  seitfi  / 
waketti  and  praieth  /  that  ye  ne  entre  in  to  wikked 
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temptacion  /  [1049]  ye  shul  ynder-stonde  eke  that  fa&t- 
ynge'stonte  in  thxe  thiixges  /  in  foiberynge  of  bodily  meete  / 
and  drinke  /  &  in  forberinge  of  worldly  iolitees  /  And  in  f or- 
beringe  of  dedly  synne  /  this  is  to  seie  /  that  a  man  shal 
kepe  him  fro  dedly  synne  /  with  al  his  myght  / 

[1050]  And  thou  shalt  vnderstonde  eke  that  god 
ordeyned  fastinges  /  &  to  fastinges  apperteynen  .iiij. 
thinges  [105 1]  largenesse  to  pore  folke  /  gladnesse  of 
herte  espirituel  /  nat  to  be  angry  /  ne  anoyed  /  ne 
to  grucche  for  he  fasteth  /  &  also  at  resonable  houre  for  to 
eete  hi  ^mesure  /  that  is  for  to  seie  /  A  man  shulde  nat  eten  in 
vntyme  /  ne  sitte  the  longer  at  his  table  to  ete  /  for  he 
fasteth/ 

[1052]  Than  shalt  thou  vnderstonde  that  bodily 
peyne  stante  in  disciplyne  or  teching  /  bi  worde  /  or  bi 
writynge  /  or  bi  ensample  /  also  in  weryng*  of  heires  or 
of  stamyne  /  or  of  haberions  on  here  naked  flesshe  /  for  cristes 
sake  /  &  suche  manure  penaunces  /  [1053]  ^^^  ^^  ^^®  '^^^ 
thatsuche  penaunces  on  thi  flessh  /  ne  make  nought  thin  herte 
bitter/ orangery /or  anoyed  /  of  thiselflf/flfor  better  it  is  to  caste 
awaie  thin  heiie  /  than  for  to  caste  a-wey  the  swettnesse  of  ouie 
lorde  ihesvL  criste  /  [1054]  And  therfore  seit[h]  seint  Poule  /  Y  Poaie< 
Clotheth  yow  as  thei  that  ben  chosen  of  god  /  in  herte  of 
misericorde  /  debonairte  /  suf&aunce  /  &  suche  manure  of 
clothiDge  /  of  whiche  ihe^u  criste  is  more  apaiede  /  than  of 
heire  /  or  of  haberiouit  / 

[1055]  Than  is  his  disciplyne  /  in  knokkynge  of 
thi  breste  /  in  schourginge  with  yerdes  /  in  knelynges  /  in 
tribulacions  /  [1056]  in  sufTeringe  padently  wronges  /  that 
ben  don  to  him  /  And  eke  vnpacient  sufferaunce  of  maladies  / 
or  lesinge  of  worldly  catel  /  or  of  wiff  /  or  childe  /  or 
other  frendes  / 

[1057]  Than  shalt  thou  vnderstonde  /  whiche  thinges 
distourben  penaunce  /  and  that  is  in  .iij.  maners  /  And  that  is 
drede  /  shame  /  &  wanhope  /  that  is  desp^racion  / 
[1058]  And  for  to  speken  first  of  drede  /  ffor  whiche  he 
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wenetb  that  he  may  sufire  no  penaunce  /  [1059]  thero 
ayoines  is  remedie  /  for  to  thenke  that  bodily  penaunce  is 
but  shorte  /  litel  /  at  the  regarde  of  the  peyne  of  helle^/  that 
is  cruel  &  so  longe  /  that  it  lasteth  withouten  ende  / 

[1060]  Kow  a-yeines  the  shame  that  a  man  hath  to 
shriven  him  /  and  namely  these  ypocrites  /  that  wolden. 
be  holde  so  perfite  /  that  thei  haue  noon  nede  to  shriven 
hem  /  [1061]  Ayeines  that  shame  /  shal  a  man  thenke  /  that 
bi  wey  of  reson  /  that  he  /  that  hath  nat  ben  Srshamed  /  to 
do  foule  thinges  /  Certis  him  oughte  nat  to  ben  a-shamed  to 
don  faire  thinges  /  &  goode  thinges  /  &  that  is  confessiouns  / 
[  1 06  2]  A  man  shulde  eke  thenke  /  that  god  seeth  &  woot  wel  thi 
thoughte^  /  ^&  al  thi  workes  /  to  him  may  nothing*  be 
hidde  ne  couared  /  [1063]  men  shulde  eke  remembio 
hem  of  the  shame  that  is  to  come  at  the  day  of  dome  to 
them  that  ben  nat  penitente  /  ne  shriven  in  this  present 
liff  /  [1064]  ffor  alle  the  creatures  in  heuen  erthe  &  in  helle  / 
shulle  se  appertely  al  that  they  hiden  in  this  worlde  / 

[1065]  Kow  for  to  speke  of  the  hope  of  hem  that 
ben  so  necligent  &  slowe  to  shrive  hem  /  hit  stante  in 
two  manors  /  [1066]  that  on  is  that  he  hopeth.  to  live 
longe  /  &  for  to  purchajse  meche  riches  for  his  delite  / 
&  than  he  wol  shrive  him  /  &  as  seitfi 
he  may  as  him  semet&  tymoly  I-noug&  come  to  shriffte  / 
[1067]  Another  is  of  the  surquidrie  that  he  hatH  in  the  hopeof 
cristes  mercy  /  [  1 068]  And  ayeines  the  first  vice  he  shal  thenke/ 
that  oure  liff  is  in  no  sekemesse  /  &  eke  that  al  the 
riches  in  the  worlde  is  in  auenture  &  passinge  as  a 
^QregoriM  sliadowc  on  a  wal  //  [1069]  And  as  seith  seint  Grregorie  / 
that  hit  appe7'teynet&  to  the  grete  rightwisnesse  of  god  /  that 
neu^re  shal  the  peyne  stinte  of  hem  /  that  neuere 
vrolde  withdrawe  hem  fro  synne  here  thankes  bat 
euer  contenue  in  synne  /  for  that  perpetual  wil  to  do 
synne  /  shullen  thei  haue  perpetual  peine  // 

[1070]  Wanhope  is  in  two  maners  /  The  first  wan- 
hopo  is  in  the  merci  of  criste  /  That  other  is  that  thei 
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thenke  /  that  thei  myg&te  uat  longe  perseuere  in  good- 
nesse  /  [107 1]  The  first  vranhope  cometb  of  that  he 
demeifi  that  he  hat&  synned  so  gretlj  /  so  ofEle  J  &  bo 
longe  lien  in  synne  /  that  he  shal  nought  be  sauede  / 
[1072]  Certis  ayeines  that  cursed  i^anhope  he  shulde 
thenke  /  that  the  passion  of  ih^^u  ciiste  is  more  stronge  for 
to  ynbynde  /  than  synne  is  for  to  bynde  / 
[1073]  Ayeines  the  seconde  wanhope  [.•.»... 


[1074]  •  .  no  gap  in  (he  MS,"]  that  he  demeth  that  he 
shulde  nat  longe  perseuere  in  goodnes  /  he  shal  thenke 
that  the  febehiesse  of  the  Deuel  may  nothing  don  but  if 
men  wil  sufiie  him  /  [1075]  &  eke  he  shal  have  strengthe 
of  the  helpe  of  god  /  &  of  al  holy  chirche  &  of  the 
proteccions  of  Aungels  /  if  hem  luste  // 

[1076]  Than  shul  men  vndeistonde  what  is  the 
fruyte  of  penaunce  ^  as  after  the  worde  of  ihera  ciiste  /  hit  is 
the  endeles  blisse  of  heuen  /  [1077]  there  ioye  hath  no 
contiariouste  of  woo  /  ne  greuaimce  /  theie  al  haimes  ben 
passed  of  this  present  Uff  /  there  as  is  the  sekemesse  from 
the  peyne  of  helle  /  there  as  is  the  blisful  companye  that 
reioysenhemeuermore/  euerycheof  otheris  Ioye/  [1078]  there 
as  the  body  of  man  that  whilom  was  foule  &  derke  is 
more  clere  than  the  sonne  /  there  as  whilom  the  bodi 
was  sike  freyle  feble  &  mortal  /  is  immortal  /  & 
so  stronge  &  so  hole  /  that  there  may  nothings  empeire 
it  /  [1079]  there  as  neither  is  hungre  /  thrust  /  ne  colde  / 
but  eu^ry  soule  replenesshed  with  the  sight  of  the  perfite 
knowynge  of  god  /  [1080]  this  blisful  regno  may  man 
puichace  bi  pouerte  espirituel  /  &  the  glorie  hi  lowe- 
nesse  /  the  plente  of  ioye  bi  hungre  &  thruste  /  &  the 
reste  bi  trayaile  /  &  the  lifif  bi  deth  /  &  mortificacion  of 
synne  / 
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To  thilke  US  he  vs  bringe  that  bought  vs  witK  his  pf&- 
cious  blpode .  Amen  / 

Here  enden  the  talis  of  Caunturbtiiy  /  And  next 

thautoar  taketh  leye. 


^i 


>w  preye  I  to  h^n  alle  that  herken  this  litil  Mk 
or  reden  /  that  if  ther  be  any  thing  in  hit  that  liketil 
hem  /  that  therof  thei  thanke  oure  lord  ilie»i 
criste  /  of  whom  procedeth  al  witte  &  al  goodnesee  / 
[10S2]  And  if  ther  be  any  thing  that  displeeen  hem  /I 
preie  hem  also  that  thei  a-recte  hit  /  to  the  defaute  of  mp^ 
YBConnynge  /  &  nat  to  my  wil  that  wolde  ful  fayne  kus 
seide  better  if  I  hadde  connynge  /  [1083]  for  oon 
booke  seith  /  al  that  is  writen  is  writen  fot  oun 
doctiyne  /  &  that  is  myne  entent  /  [1084]  wher-foie  I 
biseke  yow  mekely  for  the  mercy  of  god  /  that  ye  preie  for 
me  /  that  criste  haue  mercy  on  me  /  and  foryere  me  my 
gultes  /  [1085]  &  namely  of  my  translaciones  /  &endit- 
ynges  of  worldly  vanytees  /  the  which  I  revoke  in  my  re- 
tracoions  /  [1086]  As  is  the  booke  of  Troyluu/  the  booke 
also  of  ffame  /  the  booke  of  .xxt.  ladies  /  the 
booke  of  the  Duchesse  /  the  booke  of  seint  Valenty 
pHattonXB.i,  pday  of  J)e  parlement  of  briddes  //  The  Tales  Caantc^ 
ie^V75,back]    ^^^     ^^^    ^^^  aownen  into   syii    /    [1087]   The  boke 

of  pQ  leon)  /  And  many  anoperboke  if  thei  were  in  my 
remembraunce  /  &  many  a  songe  /  &  many  A  lecherous 
tayl .  If  Of  J>e  which  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  for-yeae  mefesyn- 
[1088]  f  But  of  the  translacion  of  Boece  de  consolation 
and  o]>er  boke3  of  legendes  of  Seintes  &  OmeHes  / 
And  moralite  &  deuocion  /  [1089]  That  thank  I  oiire 
lorde  leen  Crist  &  his  blisful  moder  and  al  ^ 
seintej  in  heuen  [1090]  Biseking  hem  J»at  fei  fw 
heji  f orthe  vnto  my  lyves  ende  send  me  grace  to 
bewaile  my  giltes  /  And  to  stodien)  to  J>e  sauacioun  of  my 
soiile  H  And  graunte  me  space  of  verrey  penitence  H  Con- 

SELDEN    AND    HATTON    (for   CorpuS   696)   (6-T.  684) 
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fessioun  and  satisfaccioun  to  dofi  in  this  piesent  life 
[1.091]  ]>oigh  )ye  benigne  grace  of  him  fat  is  king  of 
kinges  &  pxest  ouei  alle  prestes.  ])at  bought  vs 
with  the  precious  blode  of  his  hert  /  [1092]  so  ])at  I  may 
beii  oon  of  hem  at  fe  day  of  dome .  ^at  shuUen  be  saued 
And  he  that  wrote  this  boke  also  /  Amen.     Qui  cum 

patie  &C.^]  \}HaitoH 

&x6raciends.] 


iiau  kand}       0  Mater  Dei    T 


H    Memento  Mej 


iiate  hand}  Fertiuet  Thoma  Heed  ciuis  Londoniai* 


iuu$  hamd]  iEleison 


[Two  blank  leaves  scribbled  over,^ 


End  of  Sdden  MS. 
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APPENDIX  (io  Group  B,  p.  587). 


[C^iirf  Chwreh  MS.  152.]     C~ j-t^*?  *■*> 


kt.1 

%  Siie  NonneB  preest  oure  hooei  seyde  a  none 

y-blesaed  be  thy  breth  &  eoerj  stoone 

This  was  a  meiy  tale  of  Chaimteclere 

Bat  be  my  troathe  if  thaa  were  seculere 

Thow  woldeste  bene  a  tredefonl  a  light 

fTor  if  thow  bane  coiage  as  Hum  baste  myght 

The  were  nede  of  hennes  as  I  wene 

Ye  moo  than  .vij.  tymes  seventene 

See  whiche  brannnes  hath  thia  gentel  pieeste 

So  grete  a  nekke  &  so  huge  a  bieeste 

He  loketh  as  a  Sparbaoke  with  his  yen 

Hym  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dy^i  [i«f  vk  ^v^  k.  s] 

with  Brasile  ne  with  Gieyne  of  Portyngale  / 

Kow  siie  faiie  falle  yow  for  yonie  tale 

And  af tir  he  with  fui^  meiy  chere 

Saide  Tnto  a  nother  as  ye  shnlle  here 

Here  is  ended  the  Vonnes  prestes  tale 

And  folowitH  the  prologe  of  fhe  Hanneiplea  tale 


cHRisTcmmcH  (for  Corpus  698)  (6«t.  eoi) 
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OF  SECTIONS,  WOODCUTS,  ETC.,  NOT  IN  THE  CORPUS  Ma 


1.  End  of  the  MercJianfs  Tale,  Group  E,  §  4,  L 

2319-2418,  from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14, 
Bodleian  Lihiary.     (See  p.  350  above.)       ...   l*-3* 

2.  The  Merchants  End-Link,  Group  E,  §  5,  from 

MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14,  Bodleian  library. 
(Twould  have  foUowd  p.  350  (or  p.  3*)  above, 
had  it  been  in  the  Corpus  MS.)       4* 

3.  The  Clerk-Merchanf'Link,  Group  E,  §  3,  p.  442 

Six-Text,  from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14. 
(Twould  have  foUowd  p.  320  above,  had  it 
been  in  the  Corpus  MS.)      ...         ...         ...         5* 

4.  The  Squire's  Head-Link,  Group  F,  §  1,  p.  478 

Six-Text,  from  MS.  Arch.  Selden,  B.  14. 
(Twould  have  come  next  before  p.  194, 
instead  of  the  Merchant-Shipman  Link,  p. 
193,  had  it  been  in  the  Corpus  MS.)  ...         6* 

5.  The  Squire-Franklin  Link,  Group  F,  §  3,  p.  498-9 

Six-Text,  from  the  I^ud  MS.  600,  Bodleian 
Library.  (Twould  have  followd  p.  212  above, 
had  it  been  in  the  Corpus  MS.)       7* 

6.  Woodcuts  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24  Canterbury  ^  IJL  cJZ^  U^^^1<^^ 

Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS.^ 

7.  Woodcuts  of  6  Tellers  of  Canterbury  Tales,  the  /  ^     ' 

Cook,  Reeve,  Wife  of  Bath,  Pardoner,  Monk, v/^---*^  f    r^^^^^c^. 
and  Manciple — and  of  6  Allegorical  Figures       ^{,^a-«-«  U.<^f  • 
in  the  Parson's   Tale — Wrath  and  Mercy,  ' 

Gluttony  and  Abstinence,  Lechery  and  Chast- 
ity, from  MS.  Gg.  4.  27  in  the  Univ.  Libr., 
Cambridge. 

'  The  Ellesmere  cuts  can  be  arrangd  either  in  their  order  in  the 
Ellesmere  MS.,  or  in  the  ^m-Text  order  of  the  Tales.  In  the  latter 
they  11  be  easier  to  find.    See  these  two  orders  on  p.  700. 


700 


SUi'TBaii  Order  of  Ikies. 

Qroup 

1.  Knight  1 

2.  Miller    I  . 

3.  Reeve    j ^ 

4.  Cook    J 

6.  Han  of  Law 

6.  Shipman 

7.  Priorees 

8.  Chaucer 

9.  Monk 

10.  Niin*B  Priest^ 

11.  Doctor     1 

12.  Pardoner/ 

13.  Wife  of  Bath 

14.  Friar 

15.  Sum*ner 

16.  aerk        \  - 

17.  Merchant/     " 

18.  Squire      \'  «, 

19.  Franklin  /     ' 

20.  Second  Nun         \       ^ 

21.  Canon's  Yeoman/-"  " 

22.  Manciple         H 

28.  Parson    Z 


} 


} 


Mlemsre  MS.  Order. 

1.  Knight 

2.  Miller 

3.  Beere 

4.  Cook    . 

5.  Man  of  Law 

6.  Wife  of  Bath 

7.  Friar 

8.  Sum'ner 

9.  aerk        \ 

10.  Merchant/ 

11.  Squire      'i 

12.  Franklin  / 

13.  Doctor     1 

14.  Pardoner/ 

15.  ShipDum 

16.  Prioress 

17.  Chaucer 

18.  Monk 

19.  Nun*s  Priest 

20.  Second  Nun  1 

21.  Canon's  Yeoman  /  * 

22.  Manciple 

23.  Parson     


B. 
B 


F 
C 


H 
I 
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GROUP  E.   §  4.   merchant's  tale.   ArclL  Beld.  B.  14.   1* 

1. 

END  OF  THE  MEECHANTS  TALK 
[for  sotfi  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  contrarie 
now  lete  ys  tume  ageyne  to  lanuarie  2320 

that  in  the  gardeyne  /  wit&  his  fresshe  May 
syngetfe  ful  meryere  /  than  the  popyngay 
^  yow  loue  I  beste  /  and  shal  and  other  noon 
so  longe  aboute  the  aleyis  /  is  he  goon  2324 

til  he  was  comyn  /  ageyns  the  Peiye 
where  as  this  Damyan  /  sitteth  fol  merye 
an  high  amonge  the  fresshe  leyis  grene 
this  fresshd  May  /  that  is  so  bright  and  shene  2328 

gan  for  to  sike  /  and  seide  alias  my  side 
now  sir  quod  she  /  for  aught  that  may  bitide 
I  moste  haue  of  the  perys  /  that  I  se 
or  I  mot  dye  /  so  sore  longeth  me  2332 

to  eten  of  the  smale  peris  grcne 
helpe  for  hir  lone  /  that  is  of  heuen  quene 
I  telle  yow  wel  /  a  woman  in  my  plighte 
may  haue  to  firuyte  /  so  grete  an  appetite  2336 

that  she  may  dye  /  but  she  hit  haue 
alias  quod  he  /  that  I  nad  here  a  knaue 
that  coude  dymbe  /  alias  alias  quod  he 
that  I  am  blynde  /  ye  sir  no  fors  quod  she  2340 

but  wolde  ye  youchesafif  /  for  godis  sake 
the  pery  with-inne  youre  armes  to  take 
for  wel  I  woot  /  that  ye  mystrute  me 
than  shulde  I  clymbe  /  wel  I-now  quod  she  2344 

so  I  my  fote  myght  sette  /  vppon  youre  bak 
for  soth  qt^d  he  /  in  me  shal  be  no  lak 
myght  I  yow  helpen  /  with  myn  herte  bloode 
lie  stoupith  down  /  and  on  his  bak  she  stoode  2348 

and  caughte  hir  bi  a  twiste  /  and  vp  she  goothe 
ladyes  I  pray  yow  /  be  ye  not  wroothe 
I  can  not  glose  /  I  am  a  rude  man  [i^iso,  baek2 

and  sodeynly  /  anoon  this  Damyan  2352 

CORPUS  1*  (e-T.  473)  [this  page,  Arch.  Seld.  B.  14] 
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gan  pulle  vp  the  smok  /  and  in  he  thronge  [PB  Jbrah.  8«u.  B.  ic 

and  whan  that  Pluto  saw  /  that  grete  wionge 

to  lanuarie  he  gaff  ageyne  /  his  sight 

and  made  him  se  /  as  wel  as  euer  he  myght  2S56 

and  whan  that  he  /  had  his  sight  ^gayne 

ther  was  neu^  man  of  thing  /  so  layne 

hilt  on  his  wiff  /  his  thought  was  euenno 

yp  to  the  tre  /  he  caste  his  ey^en  two  2360 

and  saw  how  Damjan  /  his  wiff  had  dressed 

in  snche  manure  /  hit  may  not  hen  expressed 

hut  if  I  wolde  speke  /  vncnrteysly 

and  vp  he  gaff  /  a  roryng  and  a  ciy  2364 

as  doth  the  moder  /  whan  the  childe  shal  dye 

oowte  helpe  alias  /  harrow  he  gan  crye 

0  stronge  lady  stonre  /  what  doist  thow 

and  she  answerde  /  sir  what  eylith  yow  2368 

haue  pacience  and  resonn  /  in  youre  mynde 

1  hane  yow  holpen  /  on  hothe  youre  eyghen  blynde 
vp  perel  of  my  soule  /  I  shal  not  lyen 

as  me  was  tavght  /  to  hele  with  youre  eyghen  2373 

was  nothing  bet  /  to  make  yow  se 

than  strogle  wit£  a  man  /  vppon  a  tre 

god  woot  I  did  hit  /  in  f ul  good  entente 

stride  quod  he  /  ye  algate  in  hit  wente  2376 

god  yeye  yow  both  /  on  shames  deth  to  dien 

he  did  the  so  /  I  sigh  it  with  myn  eyghen 

and  ellis  be  I  honged  /  by  the  hals 

than  is  quod  she  /  my  medicyne  al  fals  2380 

for  certeynly  if  that  ye  myghten  see 

ye  wolde  not  seye  /  tho  wordis  vn-to  me 

ye  han  som  glymsyng  /  and  no  parfite  sight 

I  se  quod  he  as  wel  /  as  eu^  I  myght  2384 

thonked  be  god  /  with  both  myn  eyghen  two 

and  hi  my  trouthe  me  thoughte  he  did  the  so 

ye  mase  jnase  goode  sir  /  quod  she  C<«irm] 

this  thanke  haue  I  /  for  I  haue  made  yow  se  2388 

CORPUS  2*  (e-T.  474)  [this  page.  Arch.  Sekl.  B.  14] 
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alias  quod  she  /  that  eaer  I  was  so  kynde  (MB  AxA.  ma.  b.  143 
now  dame  quod  he  /  lete  al  passe  out  of  mynde 
com  down  my  lef  /  and  if  I  haue  mjssaide 
god  helpe  me  so  /  as  I  am  euel  apaide  2392 

bnt  bi  my  fader  soule  /  I  wende  haue  seyne 
how  that  this  Damyan  /  had  bi  the  leyne 
and  that  thi  amok  /  had  leyne  vppon  thi  brest 
ye  sii  quod  she  /  ye  may  wene  as  yow  lest  2396 

bat  sir  a  man  /  that  wakith  ont  of  his  slepe 
he  may  not  sodeynly  /  ne  wel  taken  kepe 
vppon  a  thing  /  ne  sen  hit  parfitly 

til  that  he  ben  a-dawed  /  Terrily  2400 

right  so  a  man  /  that  longe  hath  blynde  I-be 
ne  may  not  sodeynly  /  so  wel  I-se 
first  whan  his  sight  /  is  newe  com  ageyne 
as  he  that  hath  /  a  day  or  two  I-seyne  2404 

til  that  youre  sight  /  I-stabled  be  a  while 
ther  may  fdl  many  a  sight  /  yow  bigile 
beth  war  I  pray  yow  /  for  bi  heuen  kyng 
fill  many  a  man  wenyth  /  to  se  a  thing  2408 

and  hit  is  al  another  /  than  hit  seme^ 
he  that  mysconceiyith  /  mys  demeth 
and  with  that  worde  /  she  lepe  donn  fro  the  tre 
this  lanuarie  /  who  is  glad  but  he  2412 

he  kissith  hir  /  and  clippith  hir  /  ful  ofte 
and  on  hir  wombe  /  he  stroked  hir  ful  softe 
and  to  his  paleys  hoom  /  he  hath  hir  lad 
now  goode  men  I  pray  yow  /  to  be  glad  2416 

thus  endith  here  my  tale  /  of  lanuarie 
god  blesse  vs  /  and  his  moder  seynt  Marie .    Amen .  2418 
Heore  endith  the  Marchauntis  tale  of  lanuarie  and  May.] 
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2, 

[Arrh.  Seld.  M8  B  14,  on  leaf  131.] 

[and  bigynneffi  tho  Sqnyers  prologs 

By  godis  m^rcy  /  seide  oore  ost  tho 
now  sac&  a  wiff  /  I  praj  god  kepe  ys  &o  2420 

lo  whiche  slighUiis  /  &  sotdlteis  Vmfva^  tac»j 

in  women  ben  /  for  thei  be  besj  as  beis 
to  TB  sely  men  /  for  to  disseiye 

and  fro  a  8ot£  /  ener  wol  tbei  weive  2424 

bi  this  marcbanntis  tale  /  hit  prayitfi  wele 
but  donteles  as  trewe  as  any  stele 
I  haue  a  wiff  /  though  she  pore  be 

but  of  hir  tonge  /  a  labbyng  shrewe  is  she  2428 

and  yit  she  hath  an  hepe  /  of  vicis  mo 
therof  no  force  /  lete  al  such  thingis  go 
but  woot  ye  what  /  in  consail  be  hit  seide 
me  rewith  sore  /  I  am  to  hir  I-teyde  2432 

for  &  I  sholde  reken  /  euery  manure  yise 
whiche  that  she. hath  /  I-wis  I  were  to  nyse 
and  cause  whi  /  hit  sholde  reported  be 
and  tolde  to  hir  /  bi  some  of  this  mayne  2436 

bi  whom  it  nedith  not  /  to  declare 
syn  women  conne  outere  suche  cheffiire 
and  eke  my  witt  /  suffisitK  not  ther-to 
to  tellen  al  /  ther-fore  my  tale  is  do]  2440 
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3. 

[MS,  Arch.  Sdd,  B.  14,  leaf  114,  feocA:.] 
[And  next  folwil^  the  MarclunmtLs  prolog. 

Weping  and  wajlyng  /  care  arid  other  sorowe 
I  knowe  I-now  on  even  /  and  on  morowe 
qtMxl  the  marchaunte  /  arid  so  don^  other  mo 
that  wedded  be  /  I  trowe  that  hit  be  so  1216 

for  wel  I  woot  /  hit  faril^  so  bi  me 
I  haue  a  ynS.  /  the  worst  that  may  be 
for  though  the  fende  /  to  hir  coupled  were 
she  wolde  him  oner-macche  /  I  dar  wel  swere^  1220 

what  shulde  I  yow  rehers  in  special 
hir  high  malice  /  she  is  a  shrewe  at  al 
ther  is  a  longe  /  and  a  large  difference 
bitwixe  Gresildis  grete  pacience  1224 

and  of  my  wiff  /  the  passing  cnielte 
were  I  ynbounden  /  also  mot  y  the 
I  wolde  neuer  efte  com3rn  /  in  the  snare 
we  wedded  men  liven  /  in  sorowe  and  care  1228 

a-say  who  so  wol  /  and  he  shal  fynde 
that  I  sey  sothe  /  bi  seint  Thomas  of  yode 
and  for  the  more  parte  /  I  sey  not  alle 
god  shilde  that  it  sholde  /  so  bi-falle  1232 

a  goode  sir  oste  /  I  haue  wedded  be 
this  monthes  two  /  and  more  not  parde 
and  yit  I  trowe  /  he  wolde  al  his  live 
wiveles  han  ben  /  though  men  wolde  him  rive  1236 

in-to  the  herte  /  ne  coude  in  no  manere  iuaf\is,i 

tellen  so  meche  sorowe  /  as  I  now  here 
couthe  telle  /  of  my  wivis  cursidnesse 
DOW  qtiod  onre  oste  marchaunt  /  so  god  yow  blesse     1240 
syn  ye  so  mechel  knowen  /  of  that  arte 
fill  hertely  I  pray  yow  /  telle  vs  parte 
gladly  q?MHl  he  /  but  of  myn  owne  sore 
for  heyy  herte  /  I  telle  may  no  more  1244 

Here  endith  the  Marchaunt  is  prolog 
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4. 

THE  SQUntFS  HEAD-UNK. 
[MS.  Arch.  Sdd.  B.  14,  on  leaf  131,  hack.'] 

[Squyer  com  neie  /  if  that  youie  wille  be 
and  sej  somwhat  of  loue  /  for  certis  ye 
konne  theron  /  as  mec]^  as  any  man 
nay  sir  quod  he  /  but  I  wol  sey  as  I  can 
with  herty  wil  /  for  I  wol  not  rebelle 
ageyne  yoore  lust  /  a  tale  wol  I  telle 
haue  me  excused  /  if  that  I  speke  a-mys 
my  wil  is  good  /  &  lo  my  tale  is  this 

Here  endiih  fhe  Squyers  prolog] 
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5. 

[Laud  MS  600,  leaf  171.] 
[Here  begynne])  J^e  prolog  of  ]^e  frankeleyn 

In  fai])  squier  ])0u  hast  ]>e  wel  I-quytt 
And  gentilli  I  praise  wel  ]>i  witt 
QtM>d  ]>e  frankeleyn  considering  ])i  youj^e 
So  felyngli  ^ou  spekest  sir  I  alou])e  676 

As  to  my  dome  pet  is  noon  ^t  is  here 
Of  eloquence  shal  be  ])i  pere 

[yf  ]>at  f(m  lyye  /  god  yeve  fe  gode  cbaunce      [Hairtwdixs] 
And  in  yertue  /  senci  the  contynuannce]  680 

ffor  of  ])i  speche  I  haue  giet  deynte 
I  haue  a  sone  and  hi  fe  Trinite 
I  had  leueie  ^an  xx^  pounde  wor^  lond 
]>ough  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  my  honde  684 

Ye  ar  a  man  of  suche  discreciofi 
As  ]»at  ye  ben  fy  ypon  possession 
But  if!  a  man  be  yertuous  wit^-al 

I  haue  my  sone  snybbed  and  yut  shal  688 

ffoi  he  to  yeitu  liste^  not  entende 
But  for  to  pleie  at  dies  and  to  despende 
And  lese  al  p&t  he  ha])  is  his  ysage 

And  he  h&p  leuere  talke  wi])  a  page  692 

psn  to  commune  wij)  any  gentil  wight 
Where  he  might  leme  gentilnesse  a-right 
Strawe  for  youre  gentilnesse  qtMxi  our  host 
What  frankeleyn  parde  wel  f ow  wost  Pnmketoyn    696 

pai  echo  of*  of*  (sic)  you  mot  tellen  atte  leste 
A  tale  or  too  /  or  breken  his  beheste  U^ni,  back] 

Jjat  knowe  I  wel  quod  J>e  fl&ankeleyn  certeyn  Pnuikd^jn 

I  praie  you  not  haue])  me  in  desdeyn  700 
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)}ow  to  ^la  man  I  speke  a  worde  or  too 

Telle  on  pi  tale  m))outen  wordes  moo 

Gladli  sir  host  quod  he  I  wol  obeie 

Vn-to  youre  wille  now  herkene))  what  I  aeie  704 

I  wil  you  not  contiarie  in  no  wise 

As  ferre  as  ^at  my  wittes  wil  suffise 

I  proie  to  god  pat  it  mai  plesen  you 

J)an  wot  I  wel  ])at  it  is  good  Inow]  708 
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DRAWINGS  OF  THE  23  TELLERS 


OF    TBB 


24  CAOTEEBURT  TALES, 


COPIED  FBOM  THE  ELLESMEBE  MS, 


ANB  CUT  ON  WOOD, 


BY 


^t  OR.  %,  "im^n. 


In  this  first  issue,  1871,  only  14  of  the  Outs  are  given. 
The  other  10  will  follow  in  1872.  When  the  print  of  each 
MS  is  bound,  the  cut  of  each  Teller  of  a  Tale  can  be  put 
at  the  beginning  of  his  Tale,  as  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  or 
by  his  description  in  the  General  Prologue,  to  contrast  the 
arii^^s  hand  with  the  poeCs ;  or,  all  the  cuts  can  be  put 
together  before  or  after  tJie  Prologue,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
volume  (as  not  part  of  the  MS),  according  to  the  fancy 
of  each  Meftnber, 


THB    MILLBRB. 


THS     BHTOHT. 


THK    OOOK, 


TBE    SHIFIUK. 


THE    MONK. 


THE    HONNBB,  PRBBST. 


ChAuesr  Society^ t  PMioaUom :  Itrtt  Seriei. 


The  isfloe  for  1870,  in  the  First  Seriet,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Eeeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spnri<nu 
Tale  of  Gamelyn,  in  6  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chancer* s  own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MS6  above  named,  and  10 
coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  orinnals  in  the  Ellesmere  M8. 
Pan  III. 
Xyi.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
Xyil.     „      „     „      „       „        „      „  Cambridge  MS. 
XVIII.     „      „     „      „       „       „      ,,  Coipus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tales,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 

(each  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales  in  the 

Elleemere  MS.) 

X  XI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  Lethe 

of  Blaunehe  the  Puehsesey'  from  Thjnne's  ed.  of  1632,  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 

and  Tanner  MS  346;   9.  ^the  CofMtleynt  to  Pite*  8.  ^the  Farlament  of 

Foulee^*  and  4>  *  the  Compleynt  of  Mars*  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing 

1.  '  The  Parlament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS.* 

XXIII.  Odd  TexU  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing  1.  two  MS  fragments 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  differing  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,'  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  x.  *The  Balade  of  Pitce 
by  Chaucien} ;  *  ii.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXIV.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chauoer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  beet  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunehe  the 
Duchesae,  II.  The  Complevnt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mara,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeQuile- 
viUe's  FHerinage  de  la  Vie  hwnatM  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  TaleA,  in  6  narallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  EUesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
YariationA  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.    (6.Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife>,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellcrs.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nnn's-Priest'a  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  Tbe  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Sunuiioner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
GeofErey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.  A. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 

XXXII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's.  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man*H,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopaa,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's, 
Second  Nun'?  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIII.  The  Clerk's,  MeKhant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest^ 
Secfmd  Nun's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIV.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summonei^s,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Corpus  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXV.  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Frank- 
lin's, Second  Nun's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXVI.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  IV. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank- Parson  Link. 

XXXVIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon' »> Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS, 
FartVL 
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XXXIX.  Maadple'a,  Man  of  Law'i,  Squire's,  MerolMaif  •»  Fnnkiin't,  8c«Bad 

Nim't.   Clark's,  Doctor's.    Pardoner's,   ShiDii»a'a»  Priorais*s  Tsks,  Sir 

Thopsa,  Melibeus  Tales,  Hengwrt  MS,  Park  IT. 
XL.  Seccmd  rfun's,  Canon' s-Teoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Cambrid^MS»  Part  Yl. 
XLI.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Teoman's,  IXoetor's,  Pardoner's,  ShipmaB's,  PrioraB^'K 

Tale^  Sir  Thc^ws,  MeUbewi,  Monk's^  Nun's-Piiest's,  Mancqilirs  Tsle^. 

Corpus  MS,  Part  V. 
XLII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeonan's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's  Tales,  Sir  Thopsa. 

Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Petwortii  MS.  Pan  V. 
XLIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeooian's,  Doctor's,  Paidoaer's.  Shipman's,  PrwrcM** 

Tales,  Sir  Thopaa,  Melibeus,  Monk's.  Nnn's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tiks 

Lansdowne  MS,  Part  V. 
XI*IV.  A  detaild  Coiaoarison  of  the  Tromhtt  and  Crumptis  witb  BoeeaMio's  J^m- 

trtUo,  with  a  'TransUtion  of  all  Passaflpas  used  by  Cbaueer,  and  «n  Abstnct 

•f  ihe  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michari  Rossetti,  £sq.,  and  with  n  print  of  the 

Tropins  from  the  Harleian  MS  3942.     Part  I. 
XLY.  RyuM-Index  to  the  EUesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales*  by  Henry  GiDBue. 

Bsq.,  M.A.     In  Svo  for  the  separate  EUesmere  MS. 
XLYI.  Ryme-Index  to  the  EUesmere  MS.  by  Hewy  Ciumi*,  Esq.,  M.A.   In  Boysl 

4to  for  the  Six-T^. 
XLYII.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Byma-Indflx,  \fj  H.  Cromie^  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  «he  Tint  BariM,  is, 
XLYIII.  Autotype  SpeeiBMus  of  the  Chief  Chancer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autetypea, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  FunivalL 

The  issue  for  1177,  in  the  Rrtt  8«riM,  is, 
XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  YIII,  containing  the  P^non's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  it» 
Contents ;  and  Mr  Hy.  Cronrie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  Ryme-Index 
(4to0,  No.  XLY. 
L.  The  Parson's  Tale,  EUesmere  MS,  Part  YII. 
U.    „  ..  „    Hensrwrt  MS.  Part  Y. 

LII.    M  »»  M    Cambridge  MS.  Part  VII. 

UII.    »,  ,•  ,.    Corpus  MS,  Part  YJ. 

LIV.    ,.  „  „     Petworth  MS,  Part  YI. 

LY.     „  „  „     Lansdowne  MS,  Part  YI. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  Virtt  Series*  iB» 

LYI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  tha  Cambridge 
MS  Og.  4. 27,  and  1  from  I^rd  Leoimfield's  MS. 

LYII.  A  PaiaUel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer^s  Minor  Poems,  Part  II  ^->l|.  The  ^  J?  C, 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Jle^Asr  ef  Ood,  fiom  3  MSS ;  7.  Am^ida  and  uireptt, 
from  6  MSS  and  Caxton's  prmt;  8.  The  J'srvHtft*  Ag;  from  2  MSS  (with 
the  lAtin  originaU  and  Chaucer's  prose  Englishing) ;  9.  To  his  Scrirtnir 
from  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print ;  10.  The  ifeaws  of  Famo,  from  2  MSS 
and  Caxton  s  and  Thynae's  prints. 

The  18800  for  1879,  in  the  Firtt  Series,  is, 
LYIII.  A  ParaUel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Fart  III,  eampleHnir  the 
JParallet'Text^KDd  containing,  11.  Tho  Ugend  of  Good  Womon  tnm  5  MSS 
and  Thynne's  print ;  12.  IVuth  from  6  MSS  ;  18.  The  (hmploynt  of  Vonnm 
from  8  MSS :  14.  Tho  Envoy  to  Seogan  from  3  MSS ;  15.  MaiTiagt,  or  The 
Envoy  to  BuktoHy  from  IMS  and  Notary's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  16.  Gomtii- 
0$*0  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Proverb*  from  3  SiSS ;  18.  Stedfattneu  from  6  MSS  ; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  20.  Chaucer  to  hi$  empty  Puree,  from  6  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II :— U,  The 
rarimnetU  of  Foulee  from  3  MSS ;  2.  The  ABC  from  6  MSS  ;  8.  AnHidn 
euid  Areite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  The  Legetid  of  Good  JTomcn,  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS ;  6.  The  Complaint  of  Mare  from  3  MSS ;  6.  Truth  from  6 
MSS  ;  7.  The  Compleyni  of  Venue  from  3  MSS ;  8.  GetitUeeee  from  S  MSS ; 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfaetneu  from  Thynne's  print  sAd  2  MSS ;  la  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-TexU  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Pert  II,  containing,  3.  The^  E  C,  from 
2  MSS ;  4.  Tho  Uouee  cf  Fmne,  from  the  Pepys'  MS,  &g.;  8.  The  Legend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS ;  6.  The  Dethe  ofElauneh*  the  Ducheeee  from 
1  MS ;  7.  Thd  Complaint  te  Pitg  from  2  MSS ;  8*  The  Farlament  of  Ftntlee 
from  1  MS ;  0.  Tnttk  from  3  MSS ;  10.  Envoy  to  Scogati  from  X  MS ;  11. 
F^ree  from  1  MS.  ^^  .  .       ^^^   ,,   , 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  oontaimng,  YI.  Mother 
of  God;  YII.  Anelida;  YIII.  The  Former  Age;  IX.  Adam  Scrivener; 
X.  The  Mouee  of  Fame ;  XI.  Legende;  XIL  Truth;  XIII.  Venme;  XIY. 
Seogan;  XY.  Mmriage;  XYl,  Gentiteeee;  XYII.  Froverbsi  XYIII. 
Stedfaetneee ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX.  Puree. 

LXII.  Ajitotvpe  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.  Part  III :  2  from  Henry 
Y's  MS  of  the  Troiluey  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now  Mr  Bacon 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shiriey's  MS  of  the  AEC  at  Sion  CoU. 
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I  X  XI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poeni«.  Part  I :— 1. '  The  Jhth$ 

of  Blaunche  the  Ihteheue*  from  Thvnne'a  ed.  of  1532,  tlie  Fairfax  MS  16. 
'    and  Tanner  MS  346 ;   2.  *  the  Conwleyut  to  Pite,'  3.  '  the  IWiaweut  of 
FouUa,*  and  4.  *the  Compleyut  of  Marty'  each  from  six  MSS. 

**  XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  C(mtaining 
1.  'The  Parlament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS.  [Reprinted  in  LIX, 
First  tSeries.] 

'-  XXIII.  Odd  Textsof  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  1,  containing?  1.  two  MS  fragments 

of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  differing  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,'  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  diflferences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  i.  *The  Balade  of  Pitee 
by  Chauciers ; '  ii.  *The  Cmnycle  made  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contem))orary. 
XXIY.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  bent  Text  frcmi  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Compleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 

'  The  Comnleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  7)e  DeGuile- 

ville's  Piterwnffe  de  la  Vie  hutnaifie  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 

*"  Paul  Meyer). 

;  The  iseue  for  1872,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe.  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Prient's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 

Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Sunmioner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Kllesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor- Pardoner  Link.     (Six-Text,  Part  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcute  of  Tale-Tollers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  1  ales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcute  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  a.I).,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Walter  W.  Skeat^  M.A. 

'J'he  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
:■»*        XXX.    The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales 

XXXII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
Mi^                       man's.   Prioress's  Tales,    Sir  Thopas.    Melibeus,   Monk's,   Nun's-Priest's. 

Second  Nun's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man's,    Prioress's  Tale.4,    Sir   Thopas,    Melibeus,    Monk's,   Nun's-Priest^ 
Second  Nun's  Tales.  Cambridge  MS,  Part  \. 

XXXIV.  Squire's,    Wife  of   Bath's,    Friar's.    Summoner's,   Clerk's,   Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Corpus  MS.  Part  IV. 

XXXV.  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Frank- 
lin's, Second  Nun's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXVI.  Squire's,   Wife   of    Bath's,   Friar's,    Summoner's,  Clerk's.  Merchant's. 
Franklin's  Tales,  Lansdowne  MS.  Part  IV. 

r  The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link 

XXXVIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-\eoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS, 
Part  VI 

^  XXXIX.  Manciple's,  Man  of  Law's,   Squire's,   Merchant's.   Franklin's,    Second 

Nun's,  Clerk's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir 
Thopas,  Melibeus  Tales,  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  IV. 

XL.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  VI. 
XLI.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's.  Shipman's,  Prioress's 
;,.  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,   Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales, 

Corpus  MS,  Part  V. 
;/        XLII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas, 
Melibeus.  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  V. 

■^  XLIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's 
Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales, 
Lansdowne  MS,  Part  V. 
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XLI V.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  the  T%oylut  nud  CrvJteyd^  with  Boceaccso't  Fi'.n- 
traio^  with  a  'tranMlation  of  all  Fassasres  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Ahitr 
of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  Ilossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of 
Troylui  from  the  Harieian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 

XLV.  Ryine- Index  to  the  Kllesiiiere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry  Cron 
Esq.,  M.A.     In  8vo  for  the  separate  Eltesmere  MS. 

XLVI.  Ilyiiie-Index  to  the  EUesniere  MS,  by  Henry  Croniie,  Eaq.,  M.A.    In  Ro; 
4to  for  the  Six-  Text. 

XLVI  I.  I^otes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme- Index,  by  H.  Croniie,  £sq^  M. 
The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XLVIII.    Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotype*, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  ifisue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containinfr  the  Parson*s  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  iti 
Contents :  and  Mr  Cromie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  4to  Ryme-lndnx. 

L— LV.  L.  The  Parson's  Tale,  Eliesmere  MS,  Part  VII ;   LI.  Henfcwrt  MS.  Fart 
V;    LI  I.  Cambridife  MS,  Part  VII:   LIII.  Corpus  MS,  Part  VI;  LIV. 
Petworth  MS,  Part  VI;  LV.  Lansdowne  MS,  Fart  VI. 
The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Canibridgt 
MS  Gf!^.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Lord  Leconfield's  MS. 

LVII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II :— 5.  The  ABC. 
from  6  MSS;  6.  The  Mother  of  God,  frt)m  3  MSS;  7.  Anelida  and  Arcyte. 
from  5  MSS  and  Cax ton's  print;  8-  The  Former  Age^  from  2  MSS  (Vitb 
the  Latin  oriipnal,  and  Chaucer's  prose  Eng^tishinfc) ;  9>  To  hia  Srrirtntr 
from  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print;  10.  The  Boh»€  of  Fetmg^  from  2  MSS 
and  Caxton's  and  Thynne's  prints. 
The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  III,  completing  tbr 
Parallel-Text^  and  containinfc,  11*  The  L^end  of  Good  Womett  fnim  5  MS:^ 
and  Thynne's  print ;  13.  Truth  from  6  MSS;  IS.  The  Compleyut  of  Verui 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  Envoy  to  Scogan  from  3  MSS ;  15.  Marriage,  or  Jht 
Euroy  to  Buktov,  from  IMS  and  Notary's  and  Thvnne's  prints ;  16.  Genii*- 
es»e  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Pioveyba  from  3  MSS ;  18.  'Stedfastuess  from  6  MSS; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS;  90.  Chaucer  to  hit  empty  iStrte,  from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II : — \a.  I'br 
Far  lament  of  Foulet  from  3  MSS ;  8.  The  A  B  Cfrom  6  MSS  ;  S.  Anelii^ 
and  Arcite  from  6  MSS;  4.  The  Legend  of  Good  Womeuy  in  whole  or  p-art 
from  4  MSS;  6.  The  Complaint  of  Mare  from  3  MSS;  6.  Truth  fn>ci  t> 
MSS  ;  7.  The  Compleynt  of  Venue  'from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gentileeee  from  3  MSS , 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfaetneas  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  iron. 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  Z.Thejd  B  C,  frmn 
2  MSS :  4.  The  House  of  Fame,  from  the  Pepys*  MS,  &c.;  5.  Th€  Lege*e 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS ;  6.  The  Lethe  of  Blauuehe  the  Duch^MM  from 
i  MS  ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Pity  from  2  MSS ;  8.  The  Farlament  nf  Fou.n 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS;  10.  F.nvoy  to  Scogan  from  1  MS;  11 
Purse  from  1  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Anelida ;  Vlll.  7'he  Form  ei'  Age ;  IX.  Adam  Scrirever  : 
X.  The  House  of  Fame;  XI.  Legende ;  XII.  Truth;  XIIL  TVi/im;  XIV. 
iScofjan  ;  XV.  Matriage;  XV I.  Gentilesse ;  XVII.  Proverbe ;  XV III. 
Stedfastness ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX.  Purse. 

LXII.  Autotype  Spwiinens  of  the  chief  Chnucer  MSS.     Part  III :  2  from  Hcnrr 
V's  MS  of  the  Jroiltfs^  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now    Mr  Bscus 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shirley's  MS  of  the  ABCrI  Sion  Coll. 
The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXIII.  A  ramllel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  ^-  Criseyde  from  the  CanipFall 
MS,  b.  1416  A.D.  (written  for  Henr>'  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Hariei&a 
MS.  2280,  and  Cjimbr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.     Part  I.     Books  1  and  2, 
Tlie  issue  for  1882,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXIV.  A  Pamllel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troihis  If  Criseyde  from  the  Canip>All 
MS,  before  1415  A.D.  (written  for  Henrv  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harieian 
MS  2280,  and  Ciunbr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.     Part  II.     Books  3,  4,  o. 
The  issue  for  1883,  in  the  First  Seriei,  is, 

LXV.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  CompariRon  of  Chaucer's  Iroylue  and  Cri- 
seyde with  Boccaccio's  Filostrato,  completing  the  work. 
The  issue  for  1884,  in  the  First  Series,  is  to  be, 

LXVI— LXXI.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  Wood-cuts  atd 
colord  Lilhogniphrt  of  6  Tellers  of  Tiile.s  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  fn>m 
the  Cambridge  Univ.  MS,  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  Process  Engravings,  for  the 
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Elleitinere  MS  Part,  of  Ihe  23  £lle«iiiere  MS  Miniaturea.   Tlie  Ileiifrwrt  MS, 
Part  VI,  coiitainR  Tlie  Canon's- Yeoman's  Tale  from  the  IJchfield  MS. 
i  A'  V  .1.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  colurd  I.ithoKi-aphs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  nnd  6 
emblematical  Figures  fi-i>m  the CambiidgeUni vers.  MS  Gg.4.27;  Forewords, 
Title-pages  for  the  thi-ee  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Himiii  Corson's  Index  to 
the  Subjects  and  Names  of  T/te  Vmtterbury  Tafei. 
The  issue  for  1885,  in  the  rirst  SeriM,  is, 
LXXIII.  The  Harleian  MS  7334  of  T/ie  Cauterburtf  2Vr/M,  wiQi  WoodcuU  of  n 

Tellers  of  Tales  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  &r. 
LXXIV.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.    Pt  IV.    The  EUesmere. 

The  isHue  for  1886,  in  the  First  8«riei,  is, 
LXXV.  Chaucer's  Boece  from  the  Cambridge  University  MS.  II.  3.  21. 
LXXVI.  Chaucer's  licece  from  the  Additional  MS  10,340  in  the  Uritiali  Museum, 

•as  edited  by  the  Uev.  Dr.  R.  Morris  for  the  E.  K.  Text  Soc.  in  18G8. 
LXXV  1 1.  More  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  containing,  1.  Tfie  Com- 
pieyute  to  IHte ;  2.  77/tf  Complaint  of  the  Auelida  aud  Areite;  3.  Truth; 
4.  Zaek  of  UtedfastHeti ;  5.  rortttue;  6.  ISirne,    Appendix:  I.  The  Balade 
of  rite,     II.  BonvdeU  {Mereileeee  Beaute). 
The  issue  for  1887,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXV  III.  A  Rume-ludex  to  Chaucer' e  Minor  Foeuta^  by  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and 
Miss  Leia  Porter,  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Parallel'Tcxt. 
The  issne  for  1888,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXIX.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Troiluty  from  the  Campoall  MS  bef.  1415  a.d. 

The  issne  for  1889,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXX.  A  Ryme-ludex  to  Chaueer'e  Minor  Toewe,  by  Mi^s  Isabel  Marshall  and 
Miss  Lela  Porter,  in  8vo  for  the  One-Text  print  of  the  Miuor  Toeme. 
The  issne  for  1890,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXl.  Parallel-Text  Specimette  of  all  acceteible  wjprwted  Chaueer  MSS:  The 
Pardouer' 9  Prolog  and  Tale\  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.     Part  I,  from 
7  MSS  :  Cambridge  Dd.4. 24,  Christ-Church,  Additional  6140,  Devonshire, 
Haistwell  (or  Egerton  3726),  Ingilby,  Northumberland  :  the  Dd.  Group. 
LXXXl  L  The  BotnawU  of  the  Bote,  from  Thynne's  print,  1532,  ed.  F.J.  Fumival). 

The  issne  for  1891,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXIII.  A  Parallel  text  of  The  Bomaunt  of  the  Bone  (of  which  the  first  1705  lines 
are  most  pi^obablv  Chaucer's),  from  the  unique  MS  at  Glasgow,  and  its 
French  original,  Le  Boman  de  la  Bote,  edited  by  Dr  Max  Kaluxa.    Part  I. 
LXXXIV.  A  Rime-Index  to  Chaucer's  Troilne,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  Litt.D. 

The  issne  for  1892,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXV.  Parallel-Text  Specitnetts  of  all  aecensible  nupriuted  Chaucer^  MSS  :  The 
Pardonet^a  Jioloff  and  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitxa,  Ph.D.      Part  II, 
from  10  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1893,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXX  VI.  Parallel-Text  Speeiinene  of  all  acceteible  uujtritUed  Chaucer  MSS:  The 
Pardover'a  Prolog  aud  I'ale,'  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitxa,  Ph.D.    Part  III, 
from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1894,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXVII.  A  Parallel-Text  of  3  more  MSS  of  Chaucer's  I'roilue,  the  St.  John's 
and  Corpus,  Cambridge,  and  Harl.  1239,  Brit.  Mus.,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J. 
Fumivall.    Part  I,  with  a  Note  by  O.  C.  Macaulay,  M.A. 
Tlie  issne  for  1896,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXVIII.  A  Pamllel-Text  <.f  3  more  MSS  of  Chaucer's  Troilut,  Part  IL 

The  issue  for  1896,  in  the  First  Series,  will  be, 
LXXXIX.   Prof.  McCormick's  Introduction  to  Chaucer's  Troilue^  dixrussing  itK 
MSS,  its  Text,  its  Metre  and  Grammar:  2nd  Parallel-Texta,  Part  III. 
The  issue  for  1897,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XC.  Parallel-Text  Speeimeue  of  all  acceeeible  uuprinted  MSS:   The  Pardoner's 
Prolog  and  Tale,  Part  IV,  from  17  MSS,  edited  by  the  late  Prof.  Zupitza, 
Ph.D.,  and  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D. 
The  issue  for  1898,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCI.  Parallel'Text  Specimens,  Part  V:  The  Pardoners  Prolog  and  Tate,  a  Six- 
Text,  from  3  MSSsnd  3  black- letters,  edited  by  Pi-of.  John  Koch,  Ph.D., 
and  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  S8U0  for  1899,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCII.  Parallel-Text  Specimens,  Part  VI :   The  Clerk's  Tale,  a  Six-Tcxt  Print  from 
6  MSS  not  containing  The  Pardoner's  7ale,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issne  for  1900,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCIII.  Parallel- Text  Specimens,  Part  VII:  The  Clerk's  Tale  from  the  Phillipps 

MS  8209  and  the  Longleat  MS,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
XCIV.  Parallel-Text  Specimens,  P.irt  \  III :   The  Pardoners  Prolog  and  Tale  from 
the  Hodson  MS  39,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall  with  an  Introduction 
by  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D. 
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The  issue  for  1901,  in  t lie  Firft  Series,  is, 
XCV.  The  Cambridge  MS  Dd.  4.  24.  of  Ihe  CAtilerburv  Tales,  completed  by  the 
Egeriun  MS  2726  (the  IlnirttweU  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  IfurnivHll.     Part  I.  I 

The  issue  for  1902,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCVI.  The  Cambridge  MS  l)d.  4.  24.  of  ihe  Canterbury  Tales,  completed  bv  the 

Kgerton  MS  2726  (the  liaiHtwell  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  l^umivall.     ]>art  II. 
XC  VII.  Varallel'Text  iipvcimens.  Part  IX  :  An  Introduction  to  tlie  eif^ht  Specimens 
of  Chaucer's  Clerk* s  I'ale,  by  Prof.  Dr.  John  Koch.  .\ 

the  issue  for  1907,  in  the  First  Series  (none  in  1908-6)  will  probably  be, 
XCVIII.  Speeimen-lixtraclK  from  uiue  unpriuted  MSS of  Chaucer* »  Troilus^  with  aii 
Introduction  on  t!>e  MsS,  Metre  and  Grammar  of  the  Poem,  bv  T)r.  W.  H. 
McC«»rmick.  '    {At  FreU, 

SECOND  ShJUlKS, 
(H*  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  English  PronHucialion^  with  eapecial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Cliaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  KIlia,  Khq.,  F.R.S.  Part  1.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation  of 
Prof.  F.  J.  Child'8  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -e  bv  Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's  ed. 
of  The  Cauterb.  Talea)  and  by  Oower  (in  1)r  Pauli'R  ed.  of  the  Confetsio  Amantis), 

2.  Essays  on  Chancer^  his  iFords  and  WorkSy  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Albert's  Review  of 
Sandras's  Etude  sur  Chaucer,  trauRlated  by  J.  W.  van  llees  Hoots,  M.A. ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chiliudre  (of  the  Shipman*s  7'a/«),  edited  by 
Mr.  E.  Brock.  t 

'  3.  A  Teiupomry  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  anfl 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  &g.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Ekq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 
.   4.  Early  English  Prouuneiatiou,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

.    Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  Enalish  PromtueiaUon,  with  especial  reference  t<}  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  III.  ' 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is. 

6.  T'rial- Forewords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer* s  Minor  Poems  for  th'e 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.     Part  I. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaucer*  s  Canterbury  7ales,  Part  I.  I.  The 
original  of  the  3fan  of  Law's  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  56,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  copy,  ab.  1400, 
in  the  National  Library  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  Ihe  Tale  of  '*  Mercians  the  Emperor,"  englisht  from  the  Gesta 
Romanorum  by  Thomas  Hoccleve,  in  Ilarl.  MS  7333 ;  and  8.  Part  of  Matthew  Paris's 
Vita  Offm  Primi,  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  Laic's  Tale.  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Reeve* s  Tale.    5.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar's  Tale. 

Of  tlie  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1878  is,  • 

8.  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Consilii  et  Con  solution  is,  a.d.  1246  (the  Latin 
source  of  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MSS,  by  Dr. 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  IFords  and  Works,  Part  II.:  3.  John  of  Hoveden's 
Prariiea  Chilindri,  edited  from  the  MS.  with  a  translation,  by  Mr.  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -*,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  5.  Mrs.  E.  Barrett- Brovming 
on  Chaucer:  being  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Book ^  the  Poets,  1842,  which 
relate  to  him  ;  here  reprinted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  BrowTiing.  6.  Professor 
Bernhard  ten  Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compleynte  to  Pile. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucei''s  Canterbury  I'ales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
sus  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  Priorw*'*  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  .ii.^'^ht  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  the  Nun's- Priest's  7'ale.  8.  I'wo  Italian  Stories,  JoA  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Pardoner's  2'ale.  9.  The  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
Summouer's  Tale,  being  ♦  Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  par  JaJces  de'  Basiw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Latin  Tale  of  Griseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  which  it  was  re- told), 
the  original  of  the  Clerk's  Tale.  11.  Five  Versions  of  a' Pear-tree  Stor\'  like  that  in 
the  Merchant's  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,'  the  original 
of  the  Second  Nun's  Tale.     Edited  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 

11.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  I,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brere- 
lay  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatchani,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1390, 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolments  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
by  Waif ord  D.  Selby,  Esq. ,  of  the  Public  Record  Office. 
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